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PREFACE 


This  volume  contains  a  transcription  of  the  positive  actions  of  the  General 
Assembly  of  Connecticut  during  the  years  1816  and  1817.  The  manuscript 
which  forms  the  core  of  the  volume  is  the  official  record  of  all  the  acts,  resolu- 
tions, and  appointments  made  by  the  General  Assembly.  It  is  housed  at  the 
Connecticut  State  Library  in  Hartford;  the  portions  reproduced  here  can  be 
found  on  pages  4 11-5 13  of  Volume  11  and  pages  5-66,  71-188,  and  193-253 
of  Volume  12  of  the  manuscript.  The  notoriously  inaccurate  manuscript  in- 
dexes have  been  omitted. 

Time  constraints  did  not  permit  exhaustive  research.  The  footnotes  high- 
light the  major  activities  of  the  General  Assembly,  identify  some  obscure 
themes  and  developments,  indicate  where  additional  primary  source  materials 
can  be  found  in  the  Connecticut  Archives  series  at  the  Connecticut  State  Li- 
brary, and  provide  information  about  important  public  figures.  Brief 
biographies  usually  appear  in  footnotes  on  the  first  appearance  of  an  individual 
in  a  major  office,  but  other  key  leaders  are  occasionally  identified  as  appropri- 
ate; in  Volume  XVIII  and  its  companion  Volume  XIX  a  decision  has  been  made 
to  provide  biographical  data  for  the  key  figures  in  the  1 8 1 8  Constitutional  Con- 
vention, but  not  for  all  of  the  speakers  in  the  legislative  debates  included  as 
appendices  to  the  sessions  of  the  Assembly.  Cross-references  point  to  mat- 
ters discussed  in  earlier  volumes  and  in  Volume  XIX.  Since  we  have  not  been 
able  to  reference  all  the  material  in  the  collection  of  bills  and  petitions  re- 
jected by  the  Assembly,  researchers  are  advised  to  consult  those  files  at  the 
Connecticut  State  Library;  the  items  are  arranged  by  year,  and  contain  much 
of  interest  relating  to  the  affairs  of  towns,  churches,  schools,  turnpike  compa- 
nies, bridge  companies,  fisheries,  and  other  business  enterprises. 

The  period  under  consideration  saw  a  significant  expansion  in  newspaper 
coverage  of  the  proceedings  and  debates  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  no- 
tably in  papers  such  as  the  Connecticut  Courant,  Connecticut  Mirror, 
Connecticut  Journal,  American  Mercury,  Connecticut  Herald,  and  The 
Times;  by  October  1817  reporters  and  editors  were  evidently  sharing  mate- 
rial, because  similar  accounts  were  being  printed  in  different  newspapers,  a 
practice  that  continued  for  the  Constitutional  Convention  of  1818.  Since 
these  materials  directly  reflect  the  Assembly's  work,  we  have  taken  account 
of  them  to  the  extent  that  time  permits.  Our  general  practice  is  to  rely  on  two 
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newspaper  versions  of  the  proceedings  and  debates  for  each  session,  one 
from  a  newspaper  associated  with  the  Federalist  party,  the  other  from  a  Re- 
publican-Tolerationist  journal;  in  practice,  this  has  usually  meant  the 
Federalist  Connecticut  Courant  (Hartford)  or  the  Connecticut  Journal 
(New  Haven)  and  the  Republican  American  Mercury  (Hartford)  or  the  Con- 
necticut Herald  (New  Haven),  depending  on  the  city  in  which  the  session 
was  held.  We  have  used  footnotes  to  draw  readers'  attention  to  the  most  sig- 
nificant debates  reported  in  the  papers,  and  we  have  reproduced  two  of  them 
in  this  volume.  Again,  researchers  interested  in  specific  legislative  matters 
are  advised  to  consult  the  newspapers  themselves,  since  there  is  much  in- 
formation that  we  have  been  unable  to  include. 

More  limited  is  our  use  of  the  vast  quantity  of  editorials,  letters  to  the  editor, 
and  opinion  pieces  that  appeared  in  the  newspapers  during  these  years,  and 
readers  interested  in  the  range  of  political  opinion  should  dig  deeply  into  the 
newspapers  themselves,  being  sure  to  compass  journals  associated  with  each 
political  party.  Fortunately,  the  Acorn  Club  of  Connecticut  is  currently  con- 
ducting a  complementary  project,  under  the  editorship  of  Richard  Buel,  Jr., 
and  George  J.  Willauer,  to  publish  selections  from  the  public  commentary  re- 
lating to  Connecticut's  constitutional  controversy  during  the  years  1817-1818. 
Finally,  a  decision  was  made  to  conduct  no  research  in  manuscript  collections 
relating  to  individual  political  figures  for  Volume  XVIII.  We  hope  that  the 
timely  publication  of  the  basic  historical  documents  contained  in  this  volume 
will  compensate  for  this  lack  of  completeness. 

Support  for  this  project  has  come  from  the  Connecticut  State  Library. 
Kendall  F.  Wiggin,  the  State  Librarian,  made  the  decision  to  fund  the  produc- 
tion, printing,  and  distribution  of  the  volumes.  The  funding  itself  is  from  the 
Historical  Documents  Preservation  Fund,  administered  by  the  State  Library 
through  the  Office  of  Public  Records  Administrator  Eunice  G.  DiBella.  State 
Archivist  Mark  H.  Jones  was  the  State  Library's  project  liaison.  I  am  espe- 
cially indebted  to  Mark  Jones  and  Bruce  Stark  of  the  State  Archives  and 
Richard  C.  Roberts  and  the  excellent  staff  of  the  History  and  Genealogy  Unit 
of  the  State  Library  for  their  expert  help  in  using  their  collections.  In  addi- 
tion, the  staffs  of  the  Connecticut  Historical  Society  (in  particular  Barbara 
Austen),  the  New  Haven  Colony  Historical  Society  (in  particular  James 
Campbell,  Bonnie  Campbell,  and  Frances  Skelton),  the  Library  of  Congress, 
the  Georgetown  University  Library,  and  the  American  University  Library 
provided  invaluable  assistance.  Professor  Richard  Buel,  Jr.,  Dr.  Michael 
Besso,  Professor  Walter  Woodward,  the  Connecticut  State  Historian,  and 
Professor  Christopher  Collier,  State  Historian  Emeritus,  reviewed  and  made 
key  suggestions  for  the  volume's  Introduction.  I  am  particularly  grateful  to 
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Kit  Collier  for  engaging  me  to  work  on  the  Public  Records  project  two  de- 
cades ago  and  for  his  advice  and  encouragement  over  the  years.  Susannc 
Coleman  achieved  a  high  level  of  accuracy  in  the  initial  document  transcrip- 
tions. James  P.  Beals  provided  invaluable  design  and  production  services,  as 
he  did  for  the  previous  volume.  I  especially  want  to  acknowledge  Jennifer 
Serventi  and  Kathy  Toavs,  colleagues  from  another  context,  for  their  essen- 
tial assistance  with  the  core  editorial  tasks  of  the  volume.  Finally,  I  would 
like  to  thank  my  wife  Margo  for  her  understanding,  love,  and  support 
throughout  the  project. 

The  printed  format  for  acts,  resolutions,  lists  of  appointments,  and  the  like 
follows  standards  set  in  previous  volumes  of  this  long-established  series,  as 
does  textual  policy.  In  some  instances,  noted  here,  the  edition  departs  from  a 
literal  rendition  of  the  text,  and  the  present  volume  maintains  those  established 
practices  in  the  interest  of  consistency  of  presentation  and  cost  effectiveness. 
Thus,  the  lists  of  representatives  follow  a  standard  format,  with  the  names  of 
delegates  for  each  town  rendered  in  sequence  and  with  commas  and  the  word 
"from"  silently  inserted.  Similarly,  in  the  appointment  lists  for  justices  of  the 
peace,  repetitious  language  has  been  omitted  and  names  consolidated  into 
single  paragraphs.  In  addition,  line  spaces  inconsistently  inserted  by  the  copy- 
ist between  sections  of  acts  and  between  resolutions  and  their  attendant 
preambles  have  been  silently  removed. 

The  following  points  are  an  expanded  version  of  the  textual  principles  for 
the  presentation  of  handwritten  manuscripts  enunciated  by  Dorothy  Lipson  in 
Volume  XII  of  this  series  and  elaborated  in  practice  in  Volumes  XIII-XVII. 

1.  The  original  nineteenth-century  spelling  is  retained.  Likewise,  such 
idiosyncrasies  as  the  mixing  of  Roman  and  Arabic  numerals  in  the 
numbering  of  sections  in  legislative  acts  are  preserved. 

2.  By  a  convention  of  the  series,  periods  and  commas  are  silently  added, 
as  appropriate,  at  the  end  of  sentences,  after  abbreviations,  and  for 
words  in  a  series;  they  are  silently  removed  after  usages  such  as  "2d" 
and  "15th."  Parentheses  and  quotation  marks  are  silently  closed, 
unless  our  reading  is  highly  conjectural,  when  they  are  bracketed. 
Quotation  marks  within  the  titles  of  acts  are  eliminated,  but  are  kept 
around  names  of  acts  in  the  text  where  the  copyist  included  them.  On 
occasion,  bracketed  punctuation  is  added  for  clarity,  usually  a  semi- 
colon or  a  question  mark.  Otherwise,  the  original  punctuation  is  not 
altered.  The  most  challenging  issue  in  representing  manuscript 
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punctuation  is  the  proliferation  of  indistinct  and  ambiguous  marks 
within  sentences.  Recognizing  that  the  use  of  commas  was  more  gen- 
erous in  this  period  than  in  modern  practice,  we  have  retained  these 
marks  wherever  they  make  grammatical  sense;  however,  we  have  si- 
lently omitted  them  where  it  appears  that  copyist  simply  dropped  pen 
to  paper  without  intending  a  punctuation  mark 

3.  Superscripts  are  lowered  and  treated  as  abbreviations;  periods  are 
uniformly  inserted,  as  in  "Esqr.,"  "Junr."  etc. 

4.  Capitalization  in  early  nineteenth-century  handwritten  manuscripts 
was  inconsistent,  although  the  overall  tendency  was  to  capitalize 
fewer  words  than  in  the  previous  century.  Inconsistency  was  com- 
pounded when  there  were  multiple  copyists,  as  is  the  case  for  this 
volume.  The  copyist  for  the  1816  sessions  was  particularly  idiosyn- 
cratic and  ambiguous  in  the  use  of  capitals.  The  copyist  for  1817  was 
much  more  decisive  in  the  differentiation  of  upper  and  lower  case; 
thankfully,  the  latter  pattern  continued  in  1818.  Keeping  the  interests 
of  the  reader  in  mind,  we  have  taken  a  middle  course  in  our  approach 
to  capitalization,  while  recognizing  that  it  is  impossible  to  render  all 
ambiguities  typographically.  On  the  one  hand,  we  wish  to  maintain 
the  flavor  of  the  original  manuscripts,  including  capitalization  style. 
On  the  other,  we  recognize  that  contemporary  nineteenth-century 
printers  tended  to  use  capitals  quite  sparingly  when  they  published 
legislative  debates,  laws,  and  resolutions  in  the  newspapers  and  stat- 
ute books,  generally  confining  them  to  proper  names  and  titles  of 
organizations,  but  occasionally  capitalizing  other  nouns.  Given  these 
contemporary  precedents,  we  have  attempted  to  avoid  excessive  capi- 
talization. However,  we  recognize  that  there  is  a  long-term  weight  of 
practice  in  the  Public  Records  favoring  capitalization  of  certain 
words,  particularly  in  the  appointment  lists  forjudges,  justices,  and 
militia  officers,  and  for  such  words  as  "State"  and  "General  Assem- 
bly" throughout  the  text.  We  have  kept  these  precedents  before  us 
when  rendering  these  words.  To  summarize  our  basic  procedures: 

In  the  very  formulaic  sections  of  the  manuscript,  particularly  the 
long  lists  of  appointments,  we  have  favored  consistency  of  practice, 
as  has  been  the  case  in  previous  volumes  of  the  Public  Records.  Thus, 
we  capitalize  such  terms  as  "County  Court,"  and  "Company  of  Militia 
in  this  State"  where  there  is  any  possible  ambiguity.  In  practice,  this 
has  led  to  only  a  few  instances  in  which  the  local  practice  of  the  copy- 
ist in  discrete  sections  of  the  manuscript  produced  variations. 
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In  the  other  sections  of  the  Public  Records,  comprised  mostly  of 
legislative  acts  and  resolutions,  we  have  allowed  tor  more  variation  in 
capitalization.  Our  basic  principles  are  the  following.  If  a  letter  is 
clearly  a  capital,  it  is  rendered  in  upper  case;  if  a  letter  is  clearly  in 
lowercase,  it  is  left  in  lowercase,  even  if  it  is  a  proper  name.  The  sole 
exception  is  the  first  word  in  a  sentence,  which  is  silently  capitalized. 
Those  usages  that  we  consider  ambiguous  characteristically  invoke 
the  copyists'  use  of  a  variety  of  sizes  for  a  letter,  such  as  "cM  or  \." 
which  is  usually  shaped  in  the  same  way.  In  resolving  ambiguous 
usages,  our  first  step  has  been  to  take  the  individual  copyist's  practice 
into  account.  If  we  have  noted  local  variations  in  style  within  these 
long  manuscripts,  we  have  given  these  some  weight;  this  was  mostly 
done  during  the  transcription  and  initial  two-person  reading  of  the 
manuscript.  Similarly,  if  the  copyist  tended  to  capitalize  nouns,  we 
have  followed  this  precedent  in  cases  of  ambiguity.  In  the  many  cases 
that  remained  ambiguous  after  applying  these  principles,  we  have  fa- 
vored the  practice  of  capitalizing  only  proper  names  and  titles. 
including  the  names  of  specific  governmental,  ecclesiastical,  and  mil- 
itary units.  General  or  referential  usages  of  similar  words  are 
generally  not  capitalized  in  ambiguous  situations.  For  example,  while 
the  word  "Court"  in  "Supreme  Court  of  Errors"  would  be  capitalized 
if  the  size  is  ambiguous,  the  general  or  referential  use  of  the  word, 
such  as  "a  court"  or  "said  court,"  would  not  be.  As  this  discussion 
makes  clear,  it  has  been  impossible  to  find  any  one  set  of  rules  that 
will  fully  cover  all  instances.  The  1816  sessions  were  particularly 
challenging.  To  give  one  example,  we  determined  after  considerable 
experimentation  that  the  plethora  of  instances  in  which  the  initial 
letter  "e"  was  shaped  as  a  capital  despite  its  ever-shifting  size  made  it 
inadvisable  to  render  all  occurrences  in  upper  case;  we  have  favored 
nouns  in  capitalizing  this  letter. 

5.  As  in  previous  volumes,  obvious  transcription  errors  and  slips  of  the 
pen,  like  the  inadvertent  repetition  of  a  word,  phrase,  or  passage,  have 
been  silently  struck.  The  few  interlineations  are  incorporated  silently 
into  the  text;  the  few  passages  that  were  crossed  out  have  been  indi- 
cated by  strikethroughs. 

6.  Following  a  convention  of  the  series,  titles  of  legislative  acts  are  ren- 
dered in  boldface  and  a  bracketed  reference  to  the  published  laws  is 
added  immediately  following  the  title.  Signature  blocks  at  the  end  of 
the  acts  also  follow  a  standard  format.  Italics  are  provided  for  the 
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titles  of  newspapers  and  for  introductory  phrases  such  as  "Be  it  Re- 
solved" and  "Enacted."  Underlining  in  the  original  manuscript  is 
rendered  as  underlining  in  the  text.  When  the  copyist  attempted  to 
highlight  a  name  of  an  entity  by  using  larger  lettering,  we  have  ren- 
dered the  name  in  small  capitals. 
7.  An  editorial  insertion  is  framed  by  square  brackets.  The  editorial  sic 
is  used  with  restraint.  On  occasion,  a  footnote  gives  an  extended  ex- 
planation of  a  particular  textual  decision. 

In  this  volume,  in  addition  to  the  usual  manuscript  material,  we  have  in- 
cluded several  items  drawn  from  contemporary  newspapers — two  important 
legislative  debates  and  the  text  of  Oliver  Wolcott's  major  speech  at  the  May 
1817  session.  These  materials  are  rendered  literally  as  the  nineteenth-century 
printers  set  them,  with  no  attempt  to  standardize  punctuation,  capitalization, 
italicization,  or  format.  For  the  debates,  we  have  presented  two  versions  in 
double-column  format,  one  from  each  set  of  partisan  newspapers,  selected  ac- 
cording to  the  principles  outlined  earlier  in  this  Preface.  We  believe  that  the 
accounts  that  we  have  reproduced  give  a  good  idea  of  the  content  and  tone  of 
the  debates,  and  that  an  attempt  to  record  variations  between  newspaper  ac- 
counts within  each  partisan  group  would  have  unduly  set  back  the  publication 
of  the  volume.  Those  who  wish  to  research  specific  issues  in  depth,  however, 
are  advised  to  consult  the  full  range  of  newspapers. 

Douglas  M.  Arnold 

June  30,  2007 

Washington.  D.C. 
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INTRODUCTION 


The  period  covered  by  this  and  the  next  volume  of  The  Public  Records  of  the 
State  of  Connecticut  was  among  the  most  important  in  the  history  of  the  state. 
The  general  outlines  and  many  of  the  details  of  the  political  history  of  the  years 
1816-1818  are  well  known.1  After  years  of  dominance,  the  Connecticut  Feder- 
alist party  lost  its  hold  on  the  state  after  the  War  of  1812.  The  initial  postwar 
challenge  to  Connecticut's  so-called  "Standing  Order"  by  a  political  coalition 
of  Democratic-Republicans,  disaffected  Federalists,  and  religious  dissenters, 
known  at  the  time  as  the  Toleration  or  Reform  movement,  took  place  in  the 
spring  elections  of  1816.  Although  they  fell  short  in  that  year,  increased  dis- 
content with  Federalist  leadership  led  to  the  reformers'  capture  of  the  state 
House  of  Representatives  and  the  governorship  in  the  spring  of  1 8 1 7.  Their  at- 
tention then  focused  on  gaining  control  of  the  Council  or  Upper  House  of  the 
General  Assembly,  which  remained  under  Federalist  control  throughout  1817. 
When  the  Council  fell  into  the  reformers'  hands  in  the  spring  of  1 8 1 8  the  stage 
was  set  for  the  completion  of  a  major  political  transformation. 

The  centerpiece  of  that  transformation  was,  of  course,  the  calling  of  a  state 
convention  and  the  writing  of  a  state  constitution,  which  is  the  central  theme  of 
the  next  volume  in  this  series.  While  the  issue  of  Connecticut's  constitutional 
order  lay  behind  much  of  the  politics  of  the  two  years  compassed  by  this 
volume,  it  is  often  implicit  rather  than  explicit  in  the  edited  sources  that 
follow.2  Connecticut,  unlike  most  other  states,  did  not  write  a  state  constitution 


1.  Concise  general  accounts  can  be  found  in  Van  Dusen,  Connecticut,  pp.  188-90,  and  Buel. 
"Revolutionary  Storm."  The  standard  published  monographs  are  Purcell,  Connecticut  in  Transition. 
and  Morse,  Neglected  Period.  Considerable  political  detail,  much  of  it  concerning  the  state's  party 
conflicts,  can  be  found  in  both  narrative  and  analytical  form  in  Stamps,  "Political  Parties."  Thomas. 
"Politics,"  and  Brownsword,  "Political  Patterns."  Readers  who  wish  to  understand  this  period  in 
depth  should  consult  these  works,  in  addition  to  the  specialized  political  studies  cited  in  the  pages 
that  follow.  Volume  XIX  of  this  series,  edited  and  published  in  conjunction  with  this  volume,  carries 
the  story  through  the  end  of  1818. 

2.  The  standard  nineteenth-century  account  of  Connecticut's  constitution,  still  very  useful,  is 
Trumbull,  Constitutions  of  Connecticut.  Besso,  "Constitutional  Development."  contains  a  valuable 
recent  analysis  of  the  movement  that  led  to  the  writing  of  a  state  constitution,  summarizing  much  of 
the  available  scholarship;  also  helpful  are  the  general  observations  in  Collier.  •"Constitutional 
Revolution  of  1897,"  pp.  32-41.  A  good  overview  can  be  found  in  two  articles  b>  Henry  S.  Cohn. 
"Connecticut  Constitutional  History,  1636-1776,"  and  Wesley  W.  Horton.  "Connecticut 
Constitutional  History,  1776-1988,"  printed  as  Connecticut's  Four  Constitutions  (n.p..  [1988])  and 
also  available  on  the  website  of  the  Connecticut  State  Library.  More  specialized  studies  of 
Connecticut's  constitutional  development  are  cited  in  the  pages  that  follow 
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following  American  Independence.  Drawing  on  years  of  virtual  self-govern- 
ment under  the  Fundamental  Orders  of  1639  and  the  royal  Charter  of  1662,  the 
General  Assembly  in  1776,  consistent  with  the  colony's  tradition  of  legislative 
supremacy,  had  simply  approved  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  declared 
Connecticut  "a  free  and  independent  State,"  dissolved  ties  with  Great  Britain, 
and  affirmed  that  otherwise  the  form  of  government  would  continue  to  be  that 
described  in  the  Charter.3  During  the  years  following  Independence  questions 
were  raised  sporadically  regarding  both  the  constitutional  validity  of  the  As- 
sembly's 1776  action  and  the  specific  institutional  arrangements.4  But  it  was 
not  until  the  early  nineteenth  century,  when  a  vocal  political  opposition  allied 
to  the  national  Democratic-Republican  movement  led  by  Thomas  Jefferson 
and  James  Madison  emerged  within  the  state,  that  constitutional  matters 
became  central  to  Connecticut's  politics. 

Connecticut's  earlier  constitutional  debates  are  documented  in  previous 
volumes  of  this  series.  During  the  years  1800-1805,  Republicans  in  the  state 
formulated  a  coherent  political  program.  Many  of  the  issues  targeted  by  oppo- 
sition spokesmen  had  underlying  constitutional  implications.  These  included 
specific  electoral  mechanisms,  which  Republicans  believed  perpetuated  Fed- 
eralist power,  particularly  by  ensuring  their  control  of  the  Council,  and 
property  restrictions  on  the  franchise,  which  apparently  violated  the  Revolu- 
tionary principle  of  "no  taxation  without  representation."  There  was  also 
continuing  criticism  of  the  state's  taxation  system  and  other  economic  and 
legal  arrangements  for  imposing  undue  burdens  on  the  poor.  Republicans 
called  periodically  for  the  districting  of  the  state  for  the  election  of  members  of 
the  state  Council  and  representatives  to  the  U.S.  Congress,  which  would  proba- 
bly have  broken  the  hold  of  the  Federalists  on  those  offices,  currently  filled 
through  state-wide  elections.  The  Republicans  also  emphasized  the  virtual 
Federalist  monopoly  of  appointments  to  major  public  offices  under  the  state's 
established  political  arrangements.5 

This  earlier  Republican  campaign  against  the  Standing  Order  culminated  in 
an  August  1804  meeting  in  New  Haven  which  declared  that  Connecticut  did 
not  have  a  true  constitution  and  recommended  that  the  people  act  to  rectify  the 
situation,  preferably  through  a  special  convention  called  for  that  purpose. 
While  these  arguments  had  been  made  before  by  individuals,  their  incorpora- 
tion into  a  party  program  gave  them  new  potency.  In  an  address  to  the  state,  the 
New  Haven  delegates  summarized  the  Republicans'  ongoing  political 


3.  S.R.,  I, 3-4.  The  charter  itself  can  be  found  in  Stat.  Conn.,  1808,  pp.  1-9,  and  C.R.,  III,  3-11. 

4.  Trumbull,  Constitutions  of  Connecticut,  pp.  12-17. 

5.  S.R.,  X,  xii(ff),  XI,  ix-xi,  xiii-xiv,  xviii,  xx;  XII,  xxv-xxvi. 
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grievances  and  traced  the  state's  political  problems  to  the  lack  of  a  constitution 
established  directly  by  the  people.  Instead,  all  of  the  state's  laws  and  institu- 
tional arrangements  depended  on  the  General  Assembly,  which  could  change 
them  at  will;  among  other  difficulties,  the  Republicans  complained  of  a  dan- 
gerous blending  of  legislative,  executive,  and  judicial  powers,  most  noticeably 
in  the  Council,  and  the  lack  of  judicial  independence  because  judges  were  an- 
nually appointed  by  the  legislature.  The  Federalists,  using  arguments  that  they 
continued  to  invoke  through  1818,  countered  that  Connecticut  indeed  had  a 
constitution  founded  on  the  consent  of  the  people  and  frequent  elections,  but  it 
was  one,  like  the  British  constitution,  that  was  based  on  the  historical  accumu- 
lation of  charters,  laws,  and  local  precedents.  The  Federalists  won  a  decisive 
victory  in  the  fall  1804  legislative  elections  and  then  removed  five  justices  of 
the  peace  who  had  attended  the  New  Haven  meeting  from  their  offices.  Feder- 
alists contended  that  the  justices  were  unfit  to  serve  the  state  office  since  they 
had  endorsed  the  position  that  Connecticut  was  without  a  constitution.  In  the 
process,  Federalist  spokesmen  voiced  their  commitment  to  the  established  po- 
litical order,  and  beat  back  the  Republican  challenge,  retaining  the  support  of  a 
majority  of  voters  in  the  state.6 

Closely  tied  to  fundamental  questions  about  the  constitutional  order  was  the 
issue  of  state  support  for  religion,  which  was  behind  much  of  the  political  dis- 
content of  the  period.7  The  seventeenth-century  Puritan  founders  of  the 
Connecticut  and  New  Haven  colonies  had  considered  religion  fundamental  to 
the  polity,  seeing  an  essential  relationship  between  public  support  for  religion 
and  a  well-ordered,  stable,  and  harmonious  society.  A  geographically-based 
parish  system  in  which  "ecclesiastical  societies,"  initially  identical  with  the 


6.  The  address  of  the  1804  meeting  can  be  found  in  S.R.,  XII,  362-68.  The  Introduction  to  that 
volume,  pp.  xxvi-xxxiii,  gives  a  good  account  of  the  politics  of  1 804;  see  also  Purcell,  Connecticut 
in  Transition,  pp.  162-68.  The  two  visions  of  the  constitutional  order  articulated  by  the  Federalists 
and  Republicans,  each  valid  within  its  own  assumptions,  are  a  central  theme  of  Besso, 
"Constitutional  Development."  A  recent  analysis  of  Federalist  thought  during  the  period  can  be 
found  in  Siegel,  "Steady  Habits." 

7.  This  and  the  following  paragraphs  draw  on  the  basic  secondary  sources  on  religious 
developments:  Van  Dusen,  Connecticut,  esp.  pp.  116-20,  171-72,  180-81;  Loomis  and  Calhoun, 
Judicial  and  Civil  History,  pp.  51-57;  Greene,  Religious  Liberty;  McLoughlin,  New  England 
Dissent,  II,  913-1062;  and  Keller,  Second  Great  Awakening.  A  useful  recent  account  is  David  W. 
Kling,  "A  View  from  Above:  The  Town  Reports  as  Ecclesiastical  History."  in  Bickford  and  Lamar. 
Voices  of  the  New  Republic,  II,  15-25;  Buel,  "Revolutionary  Storm,"  p.  10.  also  contains  helpful 
comments.  McLoughlin  in  particular  provides  a  detailed  analysis  of  the  full  range  of  religious  and 
intellectual  cross-currents  at  play,  including  revealing  nuances  in  individual  and  denominational 
attitudes  toward  public  support  of  religion.  A  very  useful,  and  nearly  contemporary,  account  of  the 
evolution  of  the  state's  religious  statutes  can  be  found  in  Stat.  Conn.,  1821,  pp.  430-32n. 
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Puritan  Congregational  churches,  had  been  established  by  public  legislative 
authority  and  authorized  to  tax  their  residents  for  support.  In  some  ways,  the 
institutional  high  point  in  the  quest  for  religious  uniformity  had  been  the 
famous  Say  brook  Platform,  approved  by  the  Assembly  in  1708.  It  had  estab- 
lished standards  of  faith  and  also  provided  mechanisms,  including  voluntary 
"associations"  of  ministers  and  "consociations"  of  churches,  by  which  dis- 
putes could  be  resolved  and  uniformity  maintained.  The  Platform  was  an 
amalgamation  of  two  older  traditions,  earlier  articulated  in  England,  of  indi- 
vidual congregational  autonomy  and  "Presbyterian"  principles  of  hierarchical 
church  organization.  Although  the  laws  enacting  the  Saybrook  system  were  re- 
moved from  the  state  statutes  in  1784,  associational  practices  persisted  among 
the  Congregational  clergy  and  churches  and  memories  of  the  system  surfaced 
in  later  controversies,  including  those  over  the  1818  Constitution.  Potent  re- 
minders of  older  religious  ideals  appear  throughout  the  political  discourse 
during  the  years  covered  by  the  current  volume,  as  Federalist  speakers  and 
writers  harkened  back  to  an  earlier  era  of  supposed  religious  harmony  and 
social  cohesion  that  was  in  danger  of  being  irretrievably  lost. 

Despite  the  continuing  strength  of  traditional  Puritan  ideals  among  a  sub- 
stantial number  of  Connecticut's  citizens  during  the  early  republican  years,  the 
religious  history  of  the  preceding  century  contained  numerous  countervailing 
trends.  A  series  of  challenges  to  the  notion  and  practice  of  religious  and  social 
uniformity  unfolded  during  the  eighteenth  century,  leaving  the  publicly-sup- 
ported religious  system  on  shaky  and  contested  ground.  The  growth  of  the 
Church  of  England,  religious  revivals  that  split  many  established  Congrega- 
tional churches,  and  the  rise  of  Protestant  dissenting  denominations  like  the 
Quakers,  Baptists,  and  Methodists  undermined  religious  uniformity  and  posed 
a  challenge  to  the  geographically-based  parish  system.  Gradually,  and  not 
without  considerable  controversy,  the  Assembly  passed  statutes  providing  for 
the  toleration  of  dissent  and  establishing  what  became  known  as  the  "certifi- 
cate system,"  whereby  dissenters  who  attended  their  own  congregations  were 
allowed  to  pay  taxes  in  support  of  their  own  churches  and  clergymen  rather 
than  to  the  established  Congregational  parish.  The  relevant  current  law  was  an 
act  of  1791  entitled  "An  Act  securing  equal  Rights  and  Privileges  to  Christians 
of  every  denomination  in  this  State."  This  law  allowed  Christians  who  had 
joined  dissenting  congregations  to  file  certificates  with  the  clerks  of  the  estab- 
lished ecclesiastical  societies  in  their  localities  and  thereby  gain  exemption 
from  taxation  to  support  the  established  church;  it  also  granted  dissenting  de- 
nominations equal  power  with  the  established  societies  to  support  their  own 
churches  financially.8 


8.  For  this  act,  seeS.R.,  VII,  xii-xiii,  311-13,  31 1-1 2n;  Star.  Conn.,  1808,  p.  575. 


INTRODUCTION  XV 

By  the  early  nineteenth  century,  it  remained  illegal,  although  apparently  not 
impossible  given  local  practice,  to  withdraw  entirely  from  official  affiliation 
with  a  religious  society  and  the  subsequent  levy  of  taxes  by  town  or  ecclesiasti- 
cal authorities.  The  laws  themselves  were  quite  explicit,  and  formed  a 
grievance  for  many.  For  example,  in  the  case  of  persons  residing  in  areas  with 
multiple  churches,  those  who  did  not  specifically  choose  a  society  to  which 
they  wished  to  belong  at  age  twenty-one  would  be  assigned  to  one  based  a 
scale  of  relevant  factors,  the  first  of  which  was  their  parents'  affiliation.  Other 
procedures  were  established  to  assign  affiliations  for  persons  moving  into  a 
town.9  Spokesmen  of  the  Standing  Order  contended  that  the  certificate  system 
was  consistent  with  religious  toleration;  many  even  denied  that  the  state  had  a 
true  religious  establishment  under  these  arrangements.  Historian  William 
McLoughlin  stopped  short  of  that  position,  but  characterized  the  system  as  a 
"general  establishment  for  the  Protestant  religion  which  gave  certain  privi- 
leges, de  facto  and  by  tradition,  to  the  Congregational  churches."10  Some 
Protestant  dissenters,  particularly  the  Baptists  and  Methodists,  however,  did 
not  believe  that  such  a  "general  establishment"  was  acceptable.  In  their  public 
appeals  they  criticized  the  established  arrangements  as  inherently  discrimina- 
tory and  contended  that  all  religious  organizations  should  be  funded  by  the 
voluntary  contributions  of  their  members  and  not  through  taxes  collected 
under  state  authority;  they  went  to  great  pains  to  identify  specific  ways  in 
which  the  system  gave  unfair  advantages  to  the  Congregational  churches.  In 
addition,  the  state's  ecclesiastical  system  obviously  did  little  for  isolated  dis- 
senters who  did  not  have  the  numbers  to  form  their  own  congregations  or  for 
those  of  no  religious  belief,  who,  like  the  dissenters,  often  found  themselves 
enmeshed  beyond  their  wishes  in  a  series  of  complex  legal  regulations  regard- 
ing matters  of  religion. 

The  state's  religious  system  in  1816  had  other  features  that  entered  into  the 
political  debate.  In  addition  to  the  basic  laws  on  ecclesiastical  societies  and  the 
support  of  the  clergy,  the  current  statute  book  included  laws  enforcing  the 
Christian  Sabbath,  punishing  blasphemy  and  denial  of  the  Trinity,  providing 
for  the  religious  instruction  of  children  by  parents  and  masters  and  in  the 
schools  (where  such  instruction  was  likely  to  come  under  the  supervision  of 
the  local  Congregational  clergyman),  and  exempting  ministers  from  taxation. ' ' 

9.  Stat.  Conn.,  1808,  p.  632. 

10.  A  classic  Federalist  statement  was  made  by  Zephaniah  Swift  in  System  of  Laws.  I.  131-47; 
the  quotation  is  from  McLoughlin,  New  England  Dissent,  II,  924. 

11.  The  basic  titles  on  the  support  of  ministers  and  the  organization  of  ecclesiastical  societies 
can  be  found  in  Stat.  Conn.,  1808,  pp.  518-22,  629-33;  the  other  provisions  referenced  here  are  in 
ibid.,  pp.  123,  295-96,  466,  468,  577-81,  585,  671-72,  685.  A  sign  of  the  continuing  legal 
weakening  of  the  establishment  is  the  law  passed  at  the  May  1816  session  below,  pp.  32.  32n. 
removing  the  financial  penalties  for  non-attendanre  at  church,  but  retaining  the  provision  that 
persons  should  apply  themselves  publicly  and  privately  to  the  duties  of  religion  on  the  Sabbath. 
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Although  some  of  these  laws  might  have  been  laxly  enforced,  their  presence  on 
the  books  was  problematic  to  many.  In  addition,  such  organizations  as  Yale 
College,  the  traditional  training  ground  for  Congregational  ministers,  and  the 
Missionary  Society  of  Connecticut,  which  had  been  formed  out  of  the  old 
Say  brook  association  of  Congregational  clergy  to  support  religious  work  in  the 
western  territories  of  the  United  States,  had  been  incorporated  by  the  legisla- 
ture and  were  clearly  allied  with  the  Standing  Order.  Such  close  involvement 
between  church  and  state — and  the  specific  promotion  of  Congregational  in- 
terests—  aroused  the  opposition  not  only  of  the  Protestant  dissenters  but  also 
of  the  secular  rationalists  in  Connecticut.12 

The  political  ideas  and  constitution-making  of  the  Revolutionary  and  early 
republican  periods,  culminating  in  the  U.S.  Constitution  and  Bill  of  Rights, 
created  the  conditions  for  the  emergence  of  the  well-known  principle  of  the 
separation  of  church  and  state,  which  was  famously  articulated  by  President 
Jefferson  in  a  letter  to  the  Baptists  in  Danbury.  Connecticut,  in  1802.  It  is  im- 
portant to  aware,  however,  that  there  was  considerable  disagreement  among 
American  leaders  of  the  era  about  how  far  such  a  separation  should  go  in  prac- 
tice. In  Connecticut,  for  example,  the  heightened  religiosity  of  the  Second 
Great  Awakening  not  only  inspired  the  evangelical  and  missionary  activities 
undertaken — often  with  public  support — by  leaders  of  the  Congregational  es- 
tablishment, but  also  nurtured  a  lingering  hope  among  dissenters,  including 
Baptist  opponents  of  compulsory  religious  taxation,  that  the  state  would  keep  a 
hand  in  promoting  Protestant  religion.13  This  helps  explain  the  wide  range  of 
opinions  voiced  about  the  proper  extent  of  state  involvement  during  the  years 
under  consideration  as  well  as  the  continuance  in  the  statute  books  of  laws  re- 
lating to  religion  even  after  "disestablishment"  in  1818. 

It  must  be  also  be  remembered  that  the  principle  of  separation,  as  reflected 
in  the  First  Amendment,  prohibited  only  establishments  of  religion  by  the  fed- 
eral government;  it  was  not  until  the  twentieth  century  that  the  U.S.  Supreme 
Court  began  to  apply  this  article  to  the  states  under  the  aegis  of  the  Fourteenth 
Amendment.  For  that  reason,  both  Connecticut  and  Massachusetts  were  able 
to  maintain  a  form  of  religious  establishment  well  into  the  nineteenth  century. 


12.  It  should  be  noted  that  a  rationalist  intellectual  stance  did  not  always  mean  hostility  to  the 
established  religious  order:  Judge  Zephaniah  Swift,  for  example,  combined  such  a  stance  with  the 
belief  that  public  support  for  religion  was  necessary  for  the  order  and  harmony  of  society,  a 
combination  of  attitudes  probably  shared  by  other  Connecticut  Federalists.  Donald  F.  Gerardi. 
"Zephaniah  Swift  and  Connecticut's  Standing  Order:  Skepticism.  Conservatism,  and  Religious 
Liberty  in  the  Early  Republic."  New  England  Quarterly,  67  (1994).  234-56:  see  also  McLoughlin. 
Ne^\■  England  Dissent.  II.  1022-23. 

13.  See.  for  example.  McLoughlin.  New  England  Dissent.  II.  1048. 
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In  the  majority  of  American  states,  most  notably  in  Virginia  under  the  leader- 
ship of  Jefferson  and  James  Madison,  the  major  arguments  against  public- 
support  for  religion  had  been  articulated  and  disestablishment  had  been  ac- 
complished during  the  Revolutionary  era.14  Such  arguments  became  part  of  the 
political  program  of  the  Jeffersonian  Republican  party  in  both  Connecticut  and 
Massachusetts,  as  leaders  attempted  to  rally  the  support  of  the  dissenters  as 
well  as  secularists;  in  their  address  to  the  state  in  1804,  for  example,  the  Re- 
publican delegates  to  the  New  Haven  convention  had  affirmed  their 
commitment  to  "the  important  civil  and  religious  rights  of  man,"  and  had  ob- 
jected to  the  practice  of  "bind[ing]  over  one  denomination  to  another." 
However,  as  was  the  case  with  the  other  parts  of  the  Connecticut  Republicans' 
political  and  constitutional  platform,  religious  issues  were  not  sufficient  to  pre- 
vent their  opponents  from  squelching  this  early  attempt  to  alter  the  state's 
governance.15  Although  the  parties'  political,  constitutional,  and  religious  pro- 
grams remained  much  the  same  after  1804,  no  basic  change  would  take  place 
until  the  period  covered  by  the  current  volume  of  the  Public  Records. 

Following  the  Republicans'  failure  in  1804,  issues  of  constitutional  and 
ecclesiastical  organization  went  into  abeyance.  Warfare  between  Napoleonic 
France  and  Great  Britain  recommenced  in  1803  and  continued  until  1815. 
During  that  period  issues  of  American  commerce,  neutrality,  and  direct 
United  States  involvement  in  the  war  came  to  the  fore,  and  on  those  issues 
Connecticut's  Federalists  had  a  winning  hand,  at  least  in  the  short  term.  At- 
tempts by  the  national  Republican  administrations  of  Jefferson  and  Madison 
to  use  economic  sanctions  against  the  European  belligerents  alienated  com- 
mercial interests  in  the  Northeast  and  provoked  protests  by  the  state 
authorities;  Federalist  alarms  about  a  possible  French  victory  struck  a  re- 
sponsive chord  among  many  Connecticut  citizens,  who  for  two  decades  had 
voiced  fears  of  political  "anarchy,"  "Jacobinism,"  "tyranny,"  and  "atheism" 
unleashed  by  the  French  Revolution,  as  well  as  the  dangers  posed  by 
Bonaparte's  military  dictatorship.  Republican  strength  in  the  state  House  of 
Representatives  declined  to  the  point  where  the  party  could  no  longer  mount  a 


14.  This  is  not  the  place  for  a  consideration  of  the  voluminous  secondary  literature  on  church- 
state  relations  in  America;  for  a  useful  introductory  summary  see  Edwin  S.  Gaustad.  Church  and 
State  in  America  (2nd  ed.,  New  York  and  Oxford,  2003).  For  Jefferson  and  the  Connecticut 
Baptists,  see  James  H.  Hutson.  "Thomas  Jefferson's  Letter  to  the  Danbury  Baptists:  A  Contro\ers> 
Rejoined,"  William  and  Mary  Quarterly,  3rd  Ser.,  56  (1999).  775-90.  Connecticut  did  not  ratify  the 
U.S.  Bill  of  Rights,  including  the  First  Amendment,  until  1939;  that,  however,  did  not  prevent  the 
first  ten  amendments  from  taking  effect  in  1791,  when  the  required  number  of  states  had  approved 
them:  S.R.,  VII,  ix-xi;  Van  Dusen.  Connecticut,  p.  178. 

15.  S.R.,  XII,  363;  see  also  ibid.,  XI,  xi-xiii. 
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politically  effective  opposition. 16  The  United  States'  declaration  of  war  against 
Britain  in  1812  temporarily  exacerbated  the  situation,  but  also  laid  the  seeds 
for  a  postwar  reaction  against  the  Federalists.  Federalist  Anglophilia,  the  re- 
fusal of  Connecticut's  governors  to  cooperate  with  U.S.  requests  to  call  out  the 
state  militia  for  national  purposes,  and  the  actions  of  the  Federalist-dominated 
Hartford  Convention,  which  criticized  the  war  effort  and  proposed  constitu- 
tional amendments  to  secure  the  powers  of  the  states  against  the  national 
government,  might  have  seemed  reasonable  to  Federalist  leaders  and  their  sup- 
porters at  the  time,  but  appeared  unpatriotic  in  its  aftermath.17  The  United 
States'  ability  to  hold  its  own  against  the  British,  Andrew  Jackson's  stunning 
victory  at  New  Orleans,  and  the  favorable  results  of  the  peace  negotiations  at 
Ghent  clearly  put  the  Federalists  on  the  defensive;  the  Hartford  Convention 
quickly  became  a  symbol  of  disloyalty  and  disunion. 

National  moods  are  hard  to  gauge,  but  the  country  had  clearly  entered  a  new 
era  with  the  conclusion  of  the  war.  Its  successful  outcome  inspired  patriotism. 
National  programs,  earlier  associated  with  the  Federalist  party  when  it  had 
controlled  the  U.S.  government  in  the  1790s,  were  now  advocated  by  Republi- 
can administrations  in  Washington.  These  included  a  national  bank,  a  tariff 
that  moved  in  the  direction  of  protection  for  emerging  industries,  enhanced  at- 
tention to  national  military  defense,  and  proposals  of  programs  for  internal 
improvements.  The  country  as  a  whole  was  entering  the  period  of  party  re- 
alignment known  as  the  "Era  of  Good  Feelings,"  in  which  old  issues  began  to 
fade,  parties  split  into  factions,  and  new  political  formations  emerged.  Al- 
though Connecticut's  public  life,  as  always,  moved  according  to  its  own 
rhythms,  it  was  also  affected  by  the  national  mood.18  In  no  way  was  this  clearer 
than  in  the  political  developments  of  early  1816,  which  saw  the  emergence  of  a 
new  political  movement  that  amalgamated  the  interests  of  the  state's  Demo- 
cratic-Republican party  with  disaffected  elements  from  the  old  Federalist 
coalition  that  had  previously  supported  the  Standing  Order. 


16.  These  issues  and  their  political  impact  in  the  years  1806-1812  are  documented  in  S.R., 
XIII-XV;  see  also  Buel,  "Revolutionary  Storm,"  pp.  10,  12. 

17.  For  Federalist  opposition  to  the  War  of  1812,  see  Buel,  America  on  the  Brink,  and 
"Revolutionary  Storm,"  pp.  13-14,  and  Jack  Chatfield's  introductions  to  S.R.,  XVI-XVII;  those 
volumes  also  contain  a  record  of  the  General  Assembly's  actions  during  the  war  years. 

18.  For  recent  analyses  of  national  politics  following  the  war,  see  Skeen,  1816;  Rutland. 
Presidency  of  James  Madison;  Cunningham,  Presidency  of  James  Monroe.  For  ramifications  in 
Connecticut,  see  Thomas,  "Politics,"  p.  235.  Siegel,  "Steady  Habits,"  pp.  222-24,  contains  useful 
comments  about  the  parallels  between  national  politics  and  developments  in  Connecticut  during 
this  period  of  flux. 
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The  most  important  event  leading  up  to  the  spring  elections  in  1 8 1 6  was  the 
inauguration  of  the  Toleration  and  Reform  movement  at  a  New  Haven  meeting 
in  February.  The  reformers  were  a  true  coalition,  which  was  apparent  at  the 
outset  and  contributed  to  important  internal  disagreements  in  the  years  that  fol- 
lowed. For  the  present,  however,  the  group  was  united  in  its  call  lor  political 
change  in  the  state.  Essential  to  the  coalition  were  leaders  of  the  old  state  Re- 
publican party,  whose  reform  agenda  had  been  in  abeyance  for  over  a  decade; 
they  were  no  doubt  supported  by  Baptists,  Methodists,  and  the  other  dissenters 
who  had  earlier  allied  with  them  in  opposition  to  the  Congregational  establish- 
ment.19 Many  political  moderates,  alienated  by  the  Federalists'  stance  during 
the  War  of  1812  and  allured  by  the  national  mood  of  patriotism,  undoubtedly 
joined  them.20  The  most  prominent  new  element  in  the  coalition  was,  however, 


19.  General  accounts  of  the  politics  of  the  spring  1816  election  and  the  May  legislative  session 
can  be  found  in  Purcell,  Connecticut  in  Transition,  pp.  211-17;  Stamps,  "Political  Parties."  pp. 
226-35;  and  Thomas,  "Politics,"  pp.  233^3.  Michael  Besso  emphasizes  the  importance  of  the 
alienation  of  the  two  key  constituencies  discussed  in  this  and  the  following  paragraph: 
"Constitutional  Development,"  pp.  142-44.  Although  there  were  significant  variations  in 
nomenclature  over  time,  spokesmen  for  the  reform  coalition  often  included  the  word  "toleration" 
and  its  variants  in  their  self-descriptions  Hence,  we  feel  justified  in  using  the  word  "Tolerationists" 
to  label  leaders  and  supporters  of  the  movement  as  a  whole;  however,  we  have  often  employed  a 
more  general  term,  "reformers,"  in  this  context.  On  occasion,  we  have  found  it  necessary  to 
distinguish  between  the  disaffected  Federalists  and  Episcopalians  who  joined  the  coalition  around 
1816  and  the  longer-term  Jeffersonian  opponents  of  the  Federalist  establishment;  sometimes  we  use 
the  word  "Tolerationists"  to  refer  to  the  former — for  example,  when  we  wish  to  indicate  that 
spokesmen  from  both  wings  of  the  reform  coalition  spoke  in  legislative  debates.  We  use  the 
shorthand  term  "Republican"  to  identify  spokesmen  and  positions  associated  with  the  Jeffersonian 
movement  in  the  state.  This  has  become  a  convention  among  historians  of  the  era,  although 
contemporary  Federalists  would  have  contested  it:  they  claimed  true  republicanism  for  themselves 
and  dismissed  their  opponents  as  dangerous  "democrats."  Sometimes  we  use  the  term  "old 
Republican"  to  refer  to  leaders,  like  Pierpont  Edwards  and  Alexander  Wolcott.  who  had  been 
prominently  associated  with  the  Jeffersonian  party  in  the  early  1800s  and  who  remained  true  to  the 
old  Jeffersonian  platform  in  the  years  covered  by  this  volume;  however,  it  is  also  useful  to  note  that 
in  the  considerable  partisan  flux  of  the  period,  historians  have  also  detected  a  group  of  "young 
Republicans,"  who  were  impatient  with  what  they  saw  as  the  slow  pace  of  reform  and  whose 
egalitarian  politics  formed  the  basis  for  the  later  Jacksonian  movement  in  the  state.  Siegel.  "Steady 
Habits,"  p.  223,  usefully  comments  on  shifting  partisan  nomenclature  during  this  period;  teley, 
Tyranny  of  Printers,  pp.  385-88,  discusses  the  younger  Republicans  and  proto-Jacksonians.  It  is 
also  useful  to  note  that  the  reformers  often  attached  the  word  "American"  to  their  movement, 
presumably  to  draw  on  the  rising  nationalism  of  the  years  after  1815  and  to  distinguish  themselves 
from  the  Federalists'  parochialism  during  the  War  of  1812. 

20.  Thomas,  "Politics,"  p.  238. 
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a  segment  of  the  state's  Episcopalians,  who  had  been  previously  allied  with  the 
Federalist  leadership.  Although,  as  successors  of  the  Church  of  England,  Epis- 
copalian leaders,  who  were  often  socially  and  political  conservative,  did  not 
object  in  principle  to  state  support  for  religion,  they  had  long  harbored  discon- 
tent over  the  favoritism  shown  to  the  Congregational  churches  by  the  state 
government.  This  discontent,  earlier  manifested  around  such  specific  issues  as 
the  refusal  of  the  Assembly  to  support  an  Episcopal  college,  the  paucity  of 
Episcopalian  officeholders,  and  other  instances  of  Congregationalist  discrimi- 
nation, had  recently  come  to  a  head  over  the  Phoenix  Bank.  The  Episcopalian 
leaders  who  had  organized  this  Hartford  bank  in  1 8 14  had  requested  that  a  por- 
tion of  its  premium  for  incorporation  be  given  to  the  Episcopal  Bishop's  Fund; 
when  the  Assembly  several  times  refused  to  do  so,  it  pushed  many  churchmen 
over  the  brink,  and  these  leaders,  including  Jonathan  Ingersoll  and  Nathan 
Smith  of  New  Haven,  were  prominent  in  the  reform  movement.21 

While  the  Episcopalians'  break  with  the  Federalists  was  no  doubt  more  dra- 
matic at  the  time,  equally  fateful  was  the  growing  discontent  of  some  jurists  and 
lawyers  with  the  state's  judicial  system.  Although  the  legal  profession  was 
heavily  Federalist  in  its  political  orientation,  some  of  its  members,  most  promi- 
nently Zephaniah  Swift,  the  chief  judge  of  the  Superior  Court  and  a  prominent 
Federalist,  had  become  increasingly  critical  of  what  appeared  to  them  to  be 
undue  legislative  control  of  the  judiciary;  for  example,  the  legislature  occasion- 
ally overturned  judicial  decisions  when  petitioned  by  aggrieved  parties.  Like  the 
Phoenix  Bank,  this  issue  had  recently  come  to  the  fore  over  a  specific  matter — 
the  case  of  Peter  Lung,  who  had  been  convicted  for  the  murder  of  his  wife  and 
sentenced  to  death  in  1815  by  the  Middlesex  County  Superior  Court.  Lung  had 
appealed  to  the  Assembly,  which  overturned  his  conviction.  Lung  was  subse- 
quently retried,  convicted,  and  executed,  but  the  legislators'  action  elicited  a 
strong  published  protest  from  Swift,  who,  although  he  did  not  call  for  fundamen- 
tal constitutional  revision,  criticized  this  exercise  of  legislative  power.  Although 
it  is  unclear  how  many  lawyers  and  jurists  actually  joined  the  Tolerationists  in 
1816  over  this  issue,  the  call  for  judicial  reform  became  part  of  their  constitu- 
tional platform,  and  an  eventual  source  of  division  within  the  reform  coalition.22 


21.  For  the  Phoenix  Bank  controversy  during  the  years  1814-1815,  see  S.R.,  XVII,  xviii-xix, 
xix(n),  and  the  references  there;  see  also  below,  p.  xxiii.  For  useful  secondary  accounts  of 
Episcopalian  alienation  from  the  Federalist  party,  see  McLoughlin,  New  England  Dissent,  II,  1026- 
27;  Buel.  "Revolutionary  Storm,"  p.  14. 

22.  For  the  Federalist  inclinations  of  the  legal  profession,  see  Purcell,  Connecticut  in 
Transition,  pp.  192-95.  Swift  stated  his  position  in  A  Vindication  of  the  Calling  of  the  Special 
Superior  Court  ...for  the  Trial  of  Peter  Lung  .  .  .  (Windham,  1 8 1 6).  A  short  sketch  of  his  career  and 
political  positions  can  be  found  in  the  DAB;  for  useful  comments  on  his  position,  see  Collier, 
"Constitutional  Revolution  of  1897,"  pp.  39^41 .  Specific  legislative  actions  regarding  the  Lung 
case  can  be  found  in  S.R.,  XVII.  480.  480n,  513-14,  and  below,  pp.  40.  40n.  77. 
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The  reformers  proposed  Oliver  Wolcott  ( 1760-1 833)  lor  governor.  Wolcott 
was  an  excellent  choice  to  lead  a  coalition  ticket.  From  a  Congregational  back 
ground,  son  of  a  Connecticut  governor,  Yale  College  graduate,  and  student  of 
Tapping  Reeve  at  the  Litchfield  law  school,  Wolcott  had  come  to  national 
prominence  in  the  1790s  because  of  his  financial  expertise,  succeeding  Alex- 
ander Hamilton  as  secretary  of  the  treasury  under  the  Federalist 
administrations  of  George  Washington  and  John  Adams.  Although  involved  in 
a  number  of  political  controversies  during  those  years,  including  an  attempt  to 
oust  Adams  as  the  Federalist  presidential  candidate  in  1800,  his  familiarity 
with  federal  economic  policy,  combined  with  his  later  experience  as  a  private 
merchant  and  banker  in  New  York  City,  made  him  attentive  to  the  financial 
issues  facing  Connecticut  and  the  nation.  Although  he  continued  to  endorse 
traditional  Federalist  economic  policies  and  to  correspond  with  prominent  na- 
tional leaders  of  that  party,  he  had  supported  the  Madison  administration's  war 
efforts.  He  returned  to  his  home  state  in  1815  to  pursue  a  career  in  farming  and 
manufacturing.  The  reformers  chose  Jonathan  Ingersoll,  a  prominent  Episco- 
palian who  had  recently  broken  with  the  Federalists,  to  be  their  candidate  for 
lieutenant  governor.23 

The  Federalists  backed  incumbent  governor  John  Cotton  Smith,  a  Federal- 
ist pillar  who  had  held  the  office  through  most  of  the  War  of  1 8 1 2  and  who  was 
closely  associated  with  Connecticut's  opposition  to  that  conflict.  For  lieuten- 
ant governor  they  supported  Calvin  Goddard,  another  Federalist  stalwart  who 
had  been  a  long-time  member  of  the  Council  before  his  1815  appointment  to 
the  Superior  Court,  as  well  as  a  delegate  to  the  Hartford  Convention.24  During 
the  election  campaign,  the  reformers,  in  addition  to  castigating  the  Federalists' 
policies  during  the  War  of  1812  and  condemning  the  Hartford  Convention, 
backed  a  program  calling  for  religious  equality.  Drawing  on  traditional  Repub- 
lican issues,  they  criticized  what  they  saw  as  the  undue  power  and  secrecy  of 
the  Council  and  the  excessive  influence  wielded  by  Federalist  officeholders 
and  appointees;  in  addition,  they  called  for  changes  in  Connecticut's  electoral 
and  suffrage  laws,  tax  and  militia  reform,  and  investigations  of  governmental 
and  corporate  corruption.  A  writer  in  the  American  Mercury,  the  Hartford 
newspaper  that  had  served  as  the  main  Republican  organ  in  Connecticut,  drew 
attention  to  "the  question  of  a  state  constitution,  and  of  the  freedom  of  election; 
and  .  .  .  our  laws  and  usages,  tending  to  the  establishment  of  a  particular  sect  of 
religion,  and  discouraging  of  all  other  denominations."  An  address  to  Connect- 
icut's Republicans  underlined  the  importance  of  the  religious  issue,  opining 
that  "The  great  question  to  be  decided,  is,  whether  we  shall  continue  for 


23.  For  a  short  biography  of  Wolcott,  see  ANB;  useful  for  understanding  his  economic  and 
political  positions  is  Hamilton,  "Oliver  Wolcott."  For  Ingersoll,  see  below,  p.  In. 

24.  A  biographical  sketch  of  Smith  can  be  fatd  below,  p.  189n;  for  Goddard's  recent  court 
appointment,  see  S.R.,  XVII,  299-301,  299n,  300n. 
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another  year  under  ecclesiastical  domination,  the  congregational  order  holding 
all  power  and  control."25 

In  response,  the  Federalists  put  much  weight  on  characterizing  their  rivals 
as  "unprincipled  Democrats"  who  were  intent  on  promoting  discord,  particu- 
larly through  their  appeals  to  the  Episcopalians,  as  part  of  a  long-term  plan  "to 
revolutionize  the  State."  According  to  a  writer  in  the  Courant,  "Through  cer- 
tain democratic  papers  the  people  have  been  constantly  exhorted  to  abandon 
their  tried  and  approved  rulers  and  to  substitute  in  their  places  the  aspiring 
demagogues  of  their  day."  While  calling  on  voters  to  maintain  a  steady  course 
in  support  of  their  traditional  leaders,  Federalist  writers  repeated  long-estab- 
lished criticisms  of  the  policies  of  the  national  Republican  administration.  On 
a  more  positive  note,  they  praised  the  excellence  of  such  state  institutions  as 
the  School  Fund  and  the  ecclesiastical  system.26  Such  appeals  continued  to 
carry  weight.  On  the  surface,  the  outcome  of  the  spring  1816  election  was  in 
the  Federalists'  favor.  Smith  was  re-elected  by  a  margin  of  over  one  thousand 
votes  and  the  Council  remained  entirely  in  Federalist  hands.  However,  there 
were  signs  of  weakening  Federalist  strength:  Tolerationist  candidate  Ingersoll 
decisively  won  the  lieutenant  governorship  over  Goddard,  an  indication  of  the 
importance  of  the  Episcopalian  vote  as  well  as  a  measure  of  disenchantment 
with  the  Hartford  Convention  and  Goddard's  role  in  that  gathering.  The  Toler- 
ationists  gained  around  twenty-five  more  members  in  the  state  House  of 
Representatives  than  the  Republicans  had  mustered  in  the  1815  elections.27 

Judged  only  by  the  official  record  reproduced  below,  the  May  1816  legisla- 
tive session  was  uneventful.  In  his  opening  speech  Governor  Smith  called 
attention  to  the  importance  of  the  state  militia  and  the  need  to  ensure  that  citi- 
zen soldiers  receive  "certain  immunities  as  a  particular  compensation  for 
[their]  sacrifices."  He  also  discussed  the  state  of  American  commerce  and 
manufactures  following  the  war,  the  expenses  that  Connecticut  had  incurred 
during  the  conflict,  and  amendments  to  the  U.S.  Constitution  proposed  by 
North  Carolina  and  Massachusetts.  Nothing  in  his  speech  indicated  concern 
over  the  direction  of  state  politics,  and  his  general  observations  focused  on  the 
benefits  to  be  expected  following  the  end  of  the  Napoleonic  Wars,  that  would 
usher  in  "a  period  of  general  tranquility  throughout  the  civilized  world."28 


25.  The  series  of  important  "Aristides"  articles  began  appearing  in  the  Mercury  on  February  20, 
1816,  and  continued  into  April;  the  article  in  the  March  26  issue  is  the  source  of  the  specific 
quotation.  The  address  to  the  state's  Republicans  can  be  found  in  ibid.,  Mar.  19,  1816. 

26.  Editorial,  Courant,  Mar.  19;  "Sidney,"  Courant,  Apr.  2, 1816;  Editorial,  Journal,  Apr.  2, 1816. 

27.  See  below,  pp.  In,  2n.  The  coalition  apparently  won  between  eighty  and  eighty-five  seats, 
considerably  more  than  the  fifty-seven  or  so  that  the  Republicans  had  won  in  1815;  for  the  latter 
estimates,  see  S.R.,  XVII,  295n,  409n. 

28.  Courant,  May  14, 1 816;  for  action  on  the  constitutional  amendments,  see  below,  pp.  36-37, 37n. 
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The  Assembly  passed  some  significant  measures  relating  to  militia  organiza 
tion,  the  law  on  usury,  conditions  in  the  county  jails,  and  the  elimination  of 
certain  forms  of  corporal  punishment.29  The  impulse  toward  reform  mam 
fested  in  the  latter  actions  was  also  apparent  in  the  legislators'  incorporation 
of  two  voluntary  organizations  concerned  with  improving  the  human  condi- 
tion, the  Connecticut  Asylum  for  the  Education  and  Instruction  of  Deal  and 
Dumb  Persons  and  the  Connecticut  Bible  Society.  The  latter  measures,  it  is 
important  to  note,  also  dovetailed  with  the  concerns  of  the  Congregational 
establishment,  since  its  leaders  were  prominent  in  both.30  But  for  the  most 
part  the  actions  of  the  Assembly  were  routine,  consisting  of  the  usual  array  of 
resolutions  on  local  roads,  bridges,  and  ecclesiastical  societies  and  measures 
relating  to  the  affairs  of  individuals  such  as  insolvencies,  divorces,  the  dis- 
charge of  prisoners,  and  minors'  property. 

Beneath  the  surface,  however,  political  tensions  were  mounting.  Most  nota- 
ble from  the  viewpoint  of  Republicans  and  Tolerationists  was  the  lack  of  action 
on  certain  matters  relating  to  the  reform  agenda  and  what  they  considered  to  be 
the  obstructionist  role  of  the  Council.  The  American  Mercury  called  attention 
in  an  editorial  at  the  end  of  the  session  to  several  matters  of  partisan  concern.^1 
The  Council  had  blocked  the  appointment  of  Republican  nominees  for  justices 
of  the  peace  approved  by  the  House  of  Representatives,  the  editors  ironically 
concluded,  "because  probably  they  better  understand  the  local  affairs  of  the 
County  than  the  members  of  the  several  towns.  "  The  Mercury  also  noted  that 
the  Council  had  rejected  a  bill  to  authorize  the  state's  banks  to  issue  notes  and  a 
resolution  to  print  the  reports  of  the  state  controller.  After  criticizing  the  Coun- 
cil for  the  secrecy  of  its  proceedings,  the  editors  observed  sarcastically  that  "it 
becomes  a  question  whether  the  people  had  better  any  longer  pay  about  $450 
per  day  to  the  representatives,  for  doing  nothing  but  what  the  Council  agree  to, 
and  acceding  to  every  measure  coming  from  that  body."  The  Mercury  recog- 
nized the  fact  that  the  Council  was  not  the  only  source  of  obstruction,  noting 
that  the  majority  in  the  House  had  rejected  an  additional  call  for  the  appropria- 
tion of  part  of  the  Phoenix  Bank's  premium  to  the  Bishop's  Fund  and  a  bill  to 
repeal  the  1801  "Stand-Up  Law"  regulating  election  procedures,  a  long-time 
Republican  grievance,  but  the  thrust  of  partisan  appeals  was  already  falling 
into  the  pattern  that  would  characterize  the  next  two  years  of  state  politics. 


29.  Below,  pp.  30-32,  30n,  31n,  33,  33n,  34,  34n. 

30.  Below,  pp.  27-28,  27n,  56-57,  56n. 

3 1 .  "Legislative  proceedings  of  the  late  sessi  Si  *'  Mercury,  June  4,  1816. 
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October  1816 


Political  tensions  simmered  during  the  middle  of  1816,  as  the  state  prepared 
for  the  fall  elections  and  legislative  session.32  The  reformers  continued  their 
attack  on  the  Council;  a  series  of  articles  in  the  Mercury,  under  the  pseudonym  of 
"Cato,"  laid  out  the  case  at  length,  with  a  pointed  attack  on  the  Council's  stance 
during  the  War  of  18 12.33  In  addition,  they  hammered  on  the  continuing  themes 
of  religious  equality  and  Federalist  domination  of  state  offices  and  appointed  po- 
sitions. In  response,  Federalist  commentators  rose  in  defense  of  the  established 
political  system  and  the  policies  of  the  state's  leadership;  this  included  the  "firm 
and  dignified  stand"  taken  by  the  Council  against  the  policies  of  the  national  ad- 
ministration during  the  war.  In  response  to  the  reformers'  self-characterization 
and  the  current  controversies  regarding  the  Episcopalians  and  the  Bishop's 
Fund,  a  Federalist  commentator  opined  that  "the  State  of  Connecticut  grants  a 
free  and  equal  indulgence  to  all  sects  as  to  their  spiritual  concerns,  which  is  the 
true  definition  of  TOLERATION;  while  it  shows  its  political  wisdom,  and  un- 
shaken respect  for  the  equal  rights  of  all,  by  refusing  to  promote  the  temporal 
views  and  interests  of  any  one,  at  the  expence  of  the  others."34 

Such  Federalist  appeals  did  not  stem  the  growing  support  for  the  reform  co- 
alition. In  the  elections  for  the  House  of  Representatives,  the  Tolerationists 
appear  to  have  slightly  increased  their  strength  over  the  spring  session,  a  trend 
that  would  continue  into  the  next  session,  when  they  secured  control  of  the 
House.35  Both  parties  named  official  tickets  for  the  Council  nomination,  with 
Episcopalians  Samuel  William  Johnson,  already  seated  in  that  body,  and  Asa 
Chapman  appearing  on  both  lists.  Not  surprisingly,  with  support  from  both 
sides  Johnson  and  Chapman  garnered  the  most  votes  overall.  Federalist  nomi- 
nees won  all  the  remaining  slots,  except  for  the  twentieth  and  final  one,  which 
went  to  David  Tomlinson,  a  candidate  on  the  reform  ticket.  Although  the  Mer- 
cury boasted  that  "The  charm  is  broken.  For  the  first  time,  one  of  our 
candidates  has  succeeded,"  the  Courant  opined  that  Tomlinson  was  actually  a 
Federalist  in  his  political  leanings.  Voting  was  close  for  the  final  positions  in 
the  nomination,  however,  and  the  Federalists  had  clear  reason  for  concern.36 


32.  For  the  fall  election  and  legislative  session,  see  Purcell,  Connecticut  in  Transition,  pp.  217— 
20;  Stamps,  "Political  Parties,"  pp.  235-37;  Thomas,  "Politics,"  pp.  245-48.  For  a  discussion  of  the 
possible  relationship  between  abnormal  weather  during  the  famous  "year  without  a  summer"  and 
current  political  discontents,  see  Skeen,  1816,  pp.  1-15. 

33.  The  "Cato"  articles  appeared  in  the  Mercury  from  July  through  September,  1816. 

34.  Editorial,  Courant,  Aug.  13,  1816;  "A  Despiser  of  Faction,"  Journal,  Sept.  10,  1816. 

35.  Below,  p.  79n. 

36.  Purcell,  Connecticut  in  Transition,  p.  218;  Thomas,  "Political  Parties,"  pp.  243,  245-46. 
The  nomination  lists  can  be  found  in  the  Courant,  Aug.  27,  1816,  and  the  Mercury;  July  23,  1816; 
for  voting  results  and  newspaper  commentary,  see  Courant,  Oct.  22, 1816,  Mercury,  Oct.  22,  1816. 
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The  election  of  Congressional  representatives  was  a  more  complicated 
matter.  The  current  slate  of  delegates  to  the  Fourteenth  Congress  had  headed 
the  nomination  list  in  the  spring.  Since  then,  they  had  become  involved  in  con- 
troversies over  the  so-called  Compensation  Act  of  March  1816,  in  which 
Congress  had  voted  to  increase  the  pay  of  U.S.  representatives.  This  bipartisan 
measure,  which  all  seven  Connecticut  representatives  had  supported,  elicited 
protests  throughout  the  country,  and  was  in  fact  repealed  the  next  year.  It  pro- 
vided a  focus  for  criticism  of  Connecticut's  incumbents  in  the  opposition 
newspapers.  Two  representatives  who  had  been  re-nominated  in  the  spring. 
John  Davenport,  Jr.,  and  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  declined  to  run,  possibly  be- 
cause of  the  criticism.  Disaffected  voters,  apparently  encouraged  by  reform 
leaders,  supported  names  further  down  on  the  nomination  list,  resulting  in  the 
election  of  five  new  representatives,  although  the  Mercury  opined  that  this  had 
more  to  do  with  "a  determination  in  the  people  to  teach  their  rulers,  that  when 
they  are  once  chosen  to  an  office,  they  are  not  elected  for  lifer  than  with  the 
federal  Compensation  Act  as  such.  Although  all  five  of  the  new  Congressmen 
were  Federalists,  these  signs  of  increasing  voter  discontent  did  not  bode  well 
for  the  established  leaders  of  the  state.37 

Still  in  Federalist  hands,  most  of  the  Assembly's  actions  in  the  October  ses- 
sion were  routine.  Governor  Smith,  after  offering  general  observations  about 
the  state  of  American  foreign  affairs,  commerce,  and  manufacturing,  made 
some  specific  recommendations  about  the  militia  and  the  need  to  appoint  pres- 
idential electors,  which  led  to  actions  recorded  below.38  How  the  legislators 
reacted  to  his  observation  that  no  "event  has  occurred  to  disturb  our  internal 
repose"  is  not  clear,  given  the  rising  signs  of  opposition  strength;  the  Mercury, 
however,  accused  him  of  skirting  the  major  economic  issues  facing  the  state.39 
The  Assembly  passed  a  variety  of  laws  fine-tuning  legal  and  financial  arrange- 
ments, including  acts  on  the  powers  of  justices  of  the  peace,  legal  procedures 
relating  to  book  debt  and  estates,  methods  of  tax  assessment  and  relief,  and  the 
raising  of  additional  local  funds  to  support  the  schools.40  Other  actions  repre- 
sented routine  attention  to  local  affairs  and  matters  of  individual  private 
interest. 

In  the  midst  of  routine  business,  the  October  1816  session  did  take  impor- 
tant legislative  action  on  the  state  School  Fund,  which  had  several 


37.  For  the  spring  nomination,  see  below,  pp.  7-8,  7n;  the  fall  election  results  are  found  on  pp. 
83-84,  83-84n.  See  also  Skeen,  1816,  pp.  77-95;  Purcell,  Connecticut  in  Transition,  pp.  217-18; 
Thomas,  "Political  Parties,"  p.  245. 

38.  Below,  pp.  84,  84n,  1 10-12,  1  lOn. 

39.  For  Smith's  speech,  see  Journal,  Oct.  15,  1 8 16;  the  editorial  column  in  the  Mercury-  can  be 
found  in  the  Oct.  22  issue. 

40.  Below,  pp.  101,  lOln,  105-7,  105n,  106ft,  .09,  109n. 
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repercussions  during  the  next  few  years.  The  fund  had  been  established  in  1795 
out  of  monies  derived  from  the  sale  of  lands  in  Connecticut's  Western  Reserve; 
since  1 8 1 0  it  had  been  administered  by  commissioner  James  Hillhouse,  a  Fed- 
eralist stalwart  closely  associated  with  the  Standing  Order.  Much  of  the 
commissioner's  work  had  involved  securing  bonds  and  payments  from  indi- 
vidual mortgagees  to  the  fund.  The  extent  of  the  outstanding  debt  to  the  state 
was  of  concern  throughout  this  period.  Although  there  was  some  partisan  ques- 
tioning of  the  way  in  which  Hillhouse  and  his  Federalist  allies  had  handled  the 
fund,  including  later  legislative  skirmishes  in  1818  and  1819,  the  commis- 
sioner's successful  record  of  administration  led  to  his  continuance  in  office 
even  after  the  reformers  took  full  control  of  the  government.  The  October  1816 
resolutions  printed  below  dealing  with  the  fund  led  to  reports  and  proposals  by 
the  commissioner,  which  apparently  satisfied  both  parties:  the  result  was  another 
set  of  resolutions  in  October  1817  establishing  mechanisms  for  the  payment  of 
both  interest  and  principal.  Ironically.  Hillhouse's  skillful  administration  to- 
gether with  the  1817  reforms  had  painful  personal  results:  in  October  1818,  the 
Assembly  rescinded  a  special  supplementary  annual  grant  of  $500  to  the  com- 
missioner made  in  1 8 12  for  extraordinary  duties  and  services  on  the  grounds  that 
his  task  had  been  greatly  diminished  "by  means  of  the  arrangements"  for  the 
fund.41  The  School  Fund  was  the  subject  of  no  major  debate  during  the  Consti- 
tutional Convention  of  1 8 1 8.  However,  it  continued  to  be  a  matter  of  legislative 
attention  and  political  concern  during  the  following  years,  particularly  as  Re- 
publican legislators  sought  ways  to  limit  the  state's  expenditures.42 

By  far  the  most  significant  action  taken  by  the  legislators  during  the  fall  ses- 
sion was  the  "Act  for  the  support  of  Literature  and  Religion"  printed  below.  This 
measure  grew  out  several  considerations.  Most  basic  was  the  growing  disaffec- 
tion of  the  Episcopalians  and  other  Protestant  dissenting  groups,  reinforced  by 
recent  memories  of  the  Assembly's  rejection  of  the  allocation  of  part  of  the 
Phoenix  Bank's  premium  to  the  Bishop's  Fund,  discussed  earlier  in  this  Intro- 
duction. The  formation  of  the  reform  coalition,  the  exit  of  prominent 
Episcopalians  from  the  Federalist  fold,  and  evidence  of  the  opposition's  growing 


41.  Below,  pp.  1 16-17,  1 17n,  265-66.  266n:  S.R..  XIX,  384-85,  385n. 

42.  Purcell,  Connecticut  in  Transition,  pp.  203,  215,  230,  254;  Morse.  Neglected  Period,  pp. 
48^49,  55;  Brownsword.  "Political  Patterns."  p.  64;  Henry  Barnard.  "History  of  the  School  Fund  of 
Connecticut."  The  American  Journal  of  Education,  VI  (1859).  367-425:  Walradt.  Financial 
History:  pp.  35-39;  Charles  L.  Ames,  "History  of  Education  in  Connecticut  from  1818  to  1925."  in 
Osborn.  History  of  Connecticut,  V,  184-87;  [Helen  Martin  Walker.]  Development  of  State  Support 
and  Control  of  Education  in  Connecticut  (State  Board  of  Education.  Bulletin  4:  Hartford.  1926).  pp. 
22-26.  For  examples  of  legislative  quarrels  in  1818,  see  the  reports  of  the  May  18  debate  in  the 
Mercury  (May  26,  1818)  and  "Letter  from  a  Member."  Courant.  June  16.  1818. 
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strength  apparently  motivated  the  Federalists  to  seek  to  pacify  the  dissenters.  An 
opportunity  was  presented  by  the  debt  the  state  claimed  the  federal  government 
owed  it  from  the  War  of  1812.  The  Assembly  had  urged  its  Congressional  dele- 
gation to  secure  the  settlement  of  the  debt  in  a  May  1816  resolution,  and  a 
legislative  committee  reported  on  the  matter  to  the  present  session.  The  commit- 
tee recommended  a  division  of  the  balance,  initially  estimated  at  over  $145,000, 
among  Congregationalists,  Episcopalians,  Baptists,  and  Methodists,  with  an  ad- 
ditional portion  going  to  Yale  College.  In  making  the  recommendation,  the 
committee  went  to  great  pains  to  insist  that  it  would  benefit  "the  religious  of  all 
denominations"  as  well  as  the  community  at  large;  even  those  dissenters  "who 
do  not  acknowledge  the  right  of  the  Civil  Magistrate  to  enforce  collections"  of 
taxes  to  support  religious  congregations  would  ultimately  benefit.43 

The  committee's  bill  occasioned  an  important  debate  in  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives.44 According  to  the  Federalist  Connecticut  Journal  of  New  Haven,  the 
bill  "was  almost  unanimously  advocated  by  the  Federalists,  and  as  unanimously 
opposed  by  the  Democrats"  in  the  House.  Defenders  of  the  measure,  including 
members  of  the  drafting  committee,  repeated  arguments  from  their  report,  em- 
phasizing the  state's  traditional  support  for  religious  and  literary  institutions, 
which  should  be  "protected  by  every  well  regulated  government,"  and  the  fair- 
ness of  the  proposed  division  of  funds.  They  also  emphasized  the  need  to 
appropriate  the  balance  for  specific  purposes  in  order  to  ensure  that  it  would  di- 
rectly benefit  the  public:  "no  government  ever  became  rich  or  happy  by  laying 
up  money  in  its  treasury."  Opponents  of  the  bill  argued  that  the  money  should  not 
be  appropriated  before  it  had  been  received  and  observed  that  the  state's  clergy 
were  well  provided  for  without  this  additional  appropriation.  Enoch  Burrows,  a 
Baptist  representative  from  Stonington,  observed  that  his  denomination  had  not 
even  requested  the  funds,  while  Daniel  Burrows  of  Hebron,  a  Methodist,  alluded 
to  the  underlying  religious  issue  by  asking  "whether  a  divine  was  rendered 
more  useful  to  his  flock,  or  his  ecclesiastical  diligence  increased,  by  an  inde- 
pendent support"  under  state  auspices  rather  than  relying  on  voluntary 
contributions  by  his  congregants.  After  considerable  discussion,  documented 
in  the  newspaper  accounts,  the  House  approved  the  bill  by  a  vote  of  103  to  90; 
it  became  law  after  some  minor  adjustments  by  the  two  houses.45 

The  fallout  from  this  measure  clearly  hurt  the  Standing  Order.  As  historian 
William  McLoughlin  has  noted,  "within  the  framework  of  the  Federalist 


43.  Below,  pp.  37,  37n,  113-15,  113n;  the  committee  report  quoted  here  is  referenced  in  the 
latter  note. 

44.  The  debate  is  reproduced  below,  pp.  140-47. 

45.  The  roll  call  vote  is  below,  pp.  147-48;  the  adjustments  in  the  bill  are  discussed  on  p.  1 13n. 
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mentality,  it  had  seemed  like  a  generous  and  statesmanlike — if  empirical — 
gesture."  A  Federalist  writer,  for  example,  opined  that  this  "large  appropriation 
to  all  sects  and  to  every  denomination  of  christians"  had  been  made  "in  the  true 
spririt  of  [Connecticut's]  constitution  and  laws  regarding  religion."46  Oppo- 
nents, however,  were  quick  to  present  it  as  a  political  maneuver  to  pacify 
dissenters  and  split  the  reform  coalition  rather  than  an  act  of  disinterested 
statesmanship.  For  example,  a  writer  in  the  American  Mercury  opined  that  "if 
to  preserve  a  party  it  be  necessary  to  buy  votes,  or  to  resort  to  a  temporising 
system,  it  is  proof  conclusive  that  the  party  is  in  the  very  last  stages  of  con- 
sumption, and  that  this  kind  of  nursing  is  not  intended  to  effect  a  cure,  but  to 
prolong  its  life."47  Even  some  Congregationalists  were  apparently  dissatisfied, 
since  they  were  slated  to  receive  only  one-third  of  the  appropriation  while  rep- 
resenting a  larger  proportion  of  Connecticut's  population.48  The  state 
eventually  received  sums  totaling  considerably  less  than  the  amount  initially 
claimed  from  the  federal  government,  and  adopted  various  measures  to  distrib- 
ute them,  including  a  May  1817  act  relating  to  the  Congregational  parishes. 
Consistent  with  their  earlier  appeals  for  state  support,  the  Episcopalians  ac- 
cepted their  portion  for  the  Bishop's  Fund;  however,  Baptist  and  Methodist 
spokesmen  campaigned  for  the  repeal  of  the  new  law.  Eventually,  in  1818  and 
1820  respectively,  the  Methodist  and  Baptist  trustees  appointed  under  the  Oc- 
tober 1816  act  accepted  the  money,  although  individual  congregations  in  both 
denominations  chose  to  decline  their  portions.  The  Assembly  at  its  October 
1818  session  passed  a  blanket  resolution  allowing  any  denomination  to  return 
the  sum  appropriated  for  it  to  the  state  treasury.49 


46.  See  McLoughlin,  New  England  Dissent,  II,  1034-42;  the  quotation  is  on  p.  1034.  The 
Federalist  editorial  is  found  in  the  Journal,  Nov.  12,  1816. 

47.  "One  Hundred  and  forty-five  thousand  Dollars!!,"  Mercury,  Nov.  12,  1816. 

48.  Purcell,  Connecticut  in  Transition,  pp.  218-220. 

49.  Walradt,  Financial  History,  pp.  29,  53-55;  the  sums  received  appear  to  have  totaled  less 
than  $70,000.  See  also  Purcell,  Connecticut  in  Transition,  pp.  218-20;  McLoughlin,  New  England 
Dissent,  II,  1037^42;  Brownsword,  "Political  Patterns,"  pp.  35-38.  See  below,  pp.  180-81,  180n, 
for  the  1 8 1 7  act  dealing  with  the  established  churches,  and  S.R.,  XIX,  xxii-xxiii,  and  the  references 
there  for  the  1818  actions,  including  the  blanket  resolution  mentioned  here. 
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May  1817 


The  spring  election  in  1817  was  one  of  the  most  significant  in  Connecti- 
cut's history.50  The  reform  coalition  again  proposed  Oliver  Wolcott  for 
governor  and  Jonathan  Ingersoll  for  lieutenant  governor.  The  Federalists  re- 
nominated Governor  John  Cotton  Smith,  but  in  a  tactical  move  chose 
Ingersoll  to  be  his  running  mate,  apparently  as  an  attempt  to  attract  Episcopa- 
lians. In  their  official  campaign  statement,  the  Federalists  continued  their 
attacks  on  their  opponents  as  a  party  that  would  use  any  means  to  gain  power, 
including  the  sowing  of  dissention  and  discord  in  the  state.  In  a  more  positive 
vein,  they  continued  to  defend  the  excellence  of  the  state's  established  politi- 
cal and  religious  institutions: 


ic 


At  an  early  period  of  the  settlement  of  this  country,  our  an- 
cestors made  for  themselves  a  constitution  and  form  of 
government,  which  has  continued,  with  little  variation,  for 
almost  two  centuries,  and  has  the  advantage  of  experience, 
which  gives  stability  to  a  government.  The  administration 
has  been  such,  as  to  secure  to  the  people  civil  and  religious 
liberty,  to  as  great  an  extent  as  has  fallen  to  the  lot  of  any  por- 
tion of  the  human  race.  Provision  for  the  distribution  of 
justice,  and  the  support  of  schools,  literary  and  religious  in- 
stitutions, [has]  secured  to  all,  their  civil  rights,  the  benefits 
of  education,  and  the  enjoyment  of  religion,  with  the  most 
perfect  freedom  as  to  the  rights  of  conscience. 

"No  prudent  people  .  .  .  ,"  the  address  concluded,  "will  overturn  a  government, 
[so]  successful  in  its  operations,  to  see  if  a  better  cannot  be  found."51 

The  reformers,  of  course,  disagreed,  and,  in  their  official  address  to  the 
voters,  reiterated  the  major  issues  behind  the  push  for  reform. 
"INTOLERANCE,"  they  wrote,  "has  for  many  years  prevailed  in  this  State  to 
an  alarming  extent.  It  has  nearly  confined  all  power  to  one  religious  denomina- 
tion. It  has  proscribed  all  the  friends  and  supporters  of  the  general  [i.e.,  U.S.] 
government.  It  has  extended  through  every  branch  of  our  religious,  civil,  mili- 
tary, and  social  establishments.  It  has  operated  on  our  elective  franchise,  so  as 

50.  General  accounts  of  the  spring  1817  election  and  May  legislative  session  can  be  found  in 
Purcell,  Connecticut  in  Transition,  pp.  220-26;  Stamps,  "Political  Parties,"  pp.  237^12;  Thomas, 
"Politics,"  pp.  248-54;  and  Brownsword,  "Political  Patterns,"  pp.  8-11,  73-87. 

51.  The  official  Federalist  address,  signed  by  James  Hillhouse,  can  be  found  in  the  Courant, 
Mar.  4,  1817;  it  had  apparently  been  drawn  up  in  the  fall  after  a  meeting  of  Federalist  members 
attending  the  October  legislative  session. 
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to  hinder  our  advances  toward  redress."  These  concerns  were  echoed  by  other 
opposition  writers,  who  attacked  additional  features  of  the  system,  many  of 
which  had  long  been  subject  to  Republican  criticism:  monopolization  of  of- 
fices by  the  Federalists,  the  preponderant  power  of  the  Council,  and  the 
election  of  assistants  and  congressmen  at  large  rather  than  by  district.  In  addi- 
tion, they  highlighted,  in  a  traditionally  Republican  way,  arrangements  that 
hurt  the  "poor  classes"  in  the  state:  property  restrictions  on  the  franchise,  in- 
equalities in  taxation,  the  burden  of  militia  service  on  the  poor,  and  the  ways  in 
which  the  state's  laws  on  debt  and  attachment  discouraged  enterprise  by  ordi- 
nary people.  These  writers  also  began  to  draw  increased  attention,  but  with 
different  emphases,  on  the  question  of  whether  the  state  truly  had  a  constitu- 
tion under  the  old  Charter  government,  in  which  the  state's  political 
arrangements  remained  dependent  on  the  General  Assembly.  The  extent  of  the 
intellectual  gulf  between  the  two  parties  can  be  measured  by  two  short  state- 
ments in  the  campaign  literature  about  the  central  issue  of  religion.  The 
Federalist  address  cited  above  assumed,  in  defending  the  state's  religious  ar- 
rangements, that  it  was  evident  that  "every  man  of  sufficient  ability,  shall 
contribute  in  some  way,  to  the  institutions  of  religion."  A  Republican  writer, 
however,  came  from  a  very  different  set  of  assumptions,  seriously  doubting 
that  "it  is  just  and  expedient  to  force  religion  upon  society.  Religious  duties,  are 
not  longer  considered  of  that  description  of  obligation,  the  observance  of 
which  are  to  be  coerced  upon  mankind."52 

The  outcome  of  the  vote  was  close  but  dramatic.  Wolcott  defeated  Smith  by 
less  than  600  ballots  in  a  heavy  vote  for  governor.  Ingersoll,  running  without 
opposition,  was  re-elected  as  lieutenant  governor.  Andrew  Kingsbury  and 
Thomas  Day,  also  running  unopposed,  regained  their  positions  as  state  trea- 
surer and  secretary  respectively.  In  the  House  of  Representatives  the  reformers 
won  a  small  majority.  This  set  the  stage  for  an  intense  conflict  between  the  two 
legislative  houses,  since  the  Council  remained  in  Federalist  hands. >3  All  of  the 
successful  candidates  for  the  Upper  House  had  been  on  the  initial  Federalist 


52.  The  Tolerationist  address,  signed  by  Elisha  Coe.  can  be  found  in  the  Mercury.  Mar.  1 1, 
1817.  In  the  build-up  to  the  spring  1817  election,  two  important  publications  compassed  the 
range  of  issues  from  a  Republican  and  Tolerationist  standpoint:  [Richards,]  Politics  of 
Connecticut,  and  a  series  of  articles  signed  "Michael  Servetus"  in  the  Times,  in  February. 
March,  and  April;  the  quotation  from  "Servetus"  on  the  poor  classes  is  from  the  Mar.  1 1  issue; 
that  on  religion  is  from  the  issue  of  Apr.  1 .  These,  as  well  as  several  others  cited  in  this  Introduction, 
will  be  published  by  the  Acorn  Club  of  Connecticut  in  Richard  Buel.  Jr..  and  George  J.  Willauer. 
eds.,  Original  Discontents:  Commentaries  on  the  Creation  of  Connecticut's  Constitution  of  1818 
(Hamden,  Conn.,  2007). 

53.  Below,  pp.  149n,  153-54,  153n. 
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nomination  from  1816,  although  two  of  them — Samuel  William  Johnson  and 
Asa  Chapman,  as  noted  above — had  also  been  supported  by  the  reformers; 
David  Tomlinson,  the  one  nominee  drawn  only  from  the  reform  ticket,  finished 
well  behind  in  the  voting.54  Despite  continuing  Federalist  control  of  the  Coun- 
cil, the  editors  of  the  Mercury  did  not  hesitate  to  boast  that  "For  the  first  time 
the  republicans  have  succeeded  in  placing  in  the  Gubernatorial  chair  their  can- 
didate, and  for  the  first  time  also,  they  have  a  majority  of  members  in  the  house 
of  representatives."  The  editors  also  noted  that  the  number  of  votes  for  gover- 
nor was  about  five  thousand  higher  than  in  any  previous  election,  attesting  to 
its  importance.  They  took  particular  pleasure  in  observing  that  this  "triumph  of 
Republicanism"  was  proclaimed  during  Election  Day  ceremonies  in  the  Coun- 
cil's own  chamber,  "so  recently  disgraced  as  the  covered  retreat  of  the 
[Hartford]  Convention."55 

Governor  Wolcott's  inaugural  speech  at  the  session  canvassed  the  eco- 
nomic, political,  constitutional,  and  religious  issues  facing  the  state.56  His 
choice  of  emphases,  however,  reflected  not  only  traditional  criticisms  of  the 
Standing  Order,  but  also  a  desire  to  conciliate  moderates  and  to  patch  over  po- 
tential differences  of  opinion  among  his  own  supporters.  There  were  at  least 
two  major  factions  within  the  coalition  that  elected  him:  the  Republican  lead- 
ers and  their  supporters  in  the  electorate  who  had  been  pursuing  a  Jeffersonian 
platform  of  political,  religious,  and  constitutional  reform  since  the  early  1800s 
and  the  disaffected  moderate  Federalists  and  Episcopalians  who  had  helped  to 
engineer  the  Tolerationist  alliance  in  1816.  Members  of  the  latter  group  placed 
an  emphasis  on  judicial  reorganization  that  would  create  political  tensions 
with  Wolcott's  Republican  supporters,  leading  to  splits  at  the  Constitutional 
Convention  of  1818.  And  there  were  economic  differences  as  well:  while  it  is 
clear  that  Wolcott  and  the  Republican  leaders  concurred  about  many  of  the 
economic  problems  facing  the  state,  there  was  an  undercurrent  of  disagree- 
ment about  the  ways  in  which  these  should  be  addressed,  with  Wolcott's 
Hamiltonian  willingness  to  use  government  to  foster  economic  development 
creating  potential  conflicts  with  the  Republicans'  desire  to  keep  government 
limited  and  "frugal."57  Such  tensions  became  even  more  apparent  in  the  years 
following  1818  after  basic  constitutional  and  political  reform  had  been  accom- 
plished. Although  the  parallels  were  not  exact,  the  division  was  clearly  related 

54.  For  the  votes  for  assistants,  see  the  Courant,  May  13,  1817. 

55.  Mercury,  Apr.  15,  May  13,  1817. 

56.  The  speech  is  printed  below,  pp.  226-34,  as  an  appendix  to  the  May  1817  legislative 
session. 

57.  This  position  has  been  articulated  in  Morse,  Neglected  Period,  and  Hamilton,  "Oliver 
Wolcott." 
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to  the  emerging  differences  within  the  national  Republican  movement,  where 
an  "Old  Republican"  wing  of  strict  Jeffersonians  was  coalescing  to  oppose  the 
"National  Republican"  agenda  of  economic  development  and  governmental 
initiative  articulated  by  the  Madison  administration  in  1816  that  included 
many  initiatives  previously  associated  with  Hamiltonian  Federalists. 

In  his  speech  Wolcott  took  a  balanced  approach,  highlighting  major  issues 
of  concern  to  the  reformers,  but  not  pressing  the  agenda  too  far.  Most  notably, 
he  made  no  explicit  call  for  basic  constitutional  revision,  concentrating  rather 
on  a  series  of  specific  problems  facing  the  state.  After  reminding  the  legislators 
of  his  national  service  in  the  treasury  department  under  Hamilton,  Washington, 
and  Adams,  "illustrious  men,  who  were  among  the  founders  of  our  Nation" 
and  disclaiming  "precise  information  about  the  actual  situation  of  our  public 
affairs"  in  Connecticut,  he  outlined  his  reform  program,  which  placed  heavy 
emphasis  on  the  economic  issues  that  were  his  particular  expertise.  First,  he 
called  attention  to  the  state's  system  of  taxation,  which  he  described  as  out- 
moded and  in  need  of  "a  deliberate,  &  systematical  revision,"  outlining  the 
areas  in  which  that  system  had  become  unequal  and  unproductive  over  time. 
The  governor  noted  the  report  he  had  presented  to  Congress  as  secretary  of  the 
treasury  in  1796,  in  which  he  had  described  "the  exhausting  effects  of  unequal 
systems  of  taxation  in  several  of  the  States,  especially  in  New  England."  He 
then  called  for  thorough  reform  of  the  tax  system  in  order  to  equalize  the  bur- 
dens, promote  investment  in  agriculture  and  manufacturing,  and  make  the  state 
more  attractive  economically,  thus  preventing  the  debilitating  "emigrations 
which  menace  our  resources"  by  drawing  "our  industrious  and  enterprizing 
young  men"  out  of  Connecticut,  particularly  toward  the  West.  Toward  the  end 
of  the  speech  he  made  specific  recommendations  about  ways  in  which  the  As- 
sembly might  promote  the  economic  welfare  of  the  state  in  order  to  counter 
what  he  saw  as  a  general  decline  in  agriculture,  commerce,  and  wealth,  a  stag- 
nation of  industry,  and  "the  deficiency  of  an  uniform  medium  of  exchange." 

Many  others  in  Connecticut  were  also  concerned  about  the  intertwined  set 
of  economic  issues  that  Wolcott  identified  in  his  May  1817  speech  and  elabo- 
rated in  subsequent  messages.  Connecticut's  economy  had  suffered  from 
immediate  short-term  disruptions  in  the  aftermath  of  the  War  of  1812,  as  the 
resumption  of  imports  of  British  manufactures  threatened  the  position  of  the 
newly-established  factories  in  the  state.  A  move  by  the  national  government 
toward  some  protection  for  infant  industries  in  the  Tariff  of  1 8 16  had  a  limited 
effect,  and  many  in  Connecticut  saw  the  need  to  promote  the  state's  manufac- 
turing enterprises.  As  Wolcott's  speech  indicated,  such  concerns  were  linked 
to  the  growing  perception  that  the  state's  economy  was  becoming  less  compet- 
itive in  relation  to  the  rest  of  the  nation,  particularly  as  the  war's  end  opened  the 
West  to  further  settlement  and  development.  Soil  depletion,  limited  new  lands, 
and  better  opportunities  elsewhere  drew  young  people  out  of  the  state, 
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providing  the  broader  context  for  the  governor's  appeals  for  economic  reform. 
During  the  years  ahead  Wolcott  would  continue  to  press  for  tax  reform,  aid  to 
industry,  agricultural  improvement,  and  changes  in  the  laws  affecting  the  orga- 
nization of  business  partnerships  and  corporations,  all  with  a  view  to 
improving  the  climate  for  economic  entrepreneurship.  Some  concrete  achieve- 
ments are  documented  in  this  and  succeeding  volumes  in  this  series,  but  the 
governor's  larger  economic  goals,  perhaps  most  fully  formulated  in  the  May 
1817  speech,  were  only  partially  realized  during  his  tenure.58 

In  addition  to  compassing  these  economic  matters,  which  were  undoubtedly 
closest  to  his  heart,  Wolcott  addressed  the  political  issues  that  must  have  been 
foremost  in  the  minds  of  many  legislators,  including  his  own  supporters.  He  first 
called  attention  to  a  central  concern  of  many  moderate  former  Federalists  who 
had  joined  the  reform  coalition — the  independence  of  the  judiciary.  No  govern- 
mental principle  was  more  firmly  established,  he  stated,  "than  that  Judges  of  the 
Supreme  Judicial  Courts,  should  hold  their  offices,  during  good  behaviour,  with 
salaries  adequate  to  their  independent  support,  and  that  they  should  never  be  per- 
mitted to  exercise  the  function  of  Legislators."  Next,  the  governor  emphasized 
the  importance  to  citizens  of  "the  rights  of  conscience,  and  the  freedom  of  suf- 
frage." In  regard  to  the  former,  he  characteristically  took  a  moderate  tack. 
Although  he  emphasized  the  importance  of  freedom  of  conscience  and  denied 
that  any  group  in  the  community  had  the  right  to  "control  others  in  the  exercise 
of  their  religious  opinions  or  worship,"  he  also  observed  that  every  man  had  a 
right  and  duty  to  worship  the  "supreme  creator"  and  that  "publick  teachers  of 
Religion  should  be  designated."  He  refused  to  attribute  hostile  intentions  to 
those  who  supported  Connecticut's  religious  laws,  but  also  implied  that  the  vol- 
untary support  of  religion  was  the  most  appropriate  arrangement.  These 
statements  implied  that  Wolcott  himself  was  more  inclined  toward  some  sort  of 
public  role  than  were  other  members  of  the  reform  coalition,  particularly  the 
secular  Jeffersonian  advocates  of  the  separation  of  church  and  state.  In  regard 
to  the  suffrage,  the  governor  underlined  the  importance  of  the  free  exercise  of 
the  franchise  and  asked  the  legislature  to  investigate  whether  this  principle  had 
been  violated  in  practice.  This  veiled  allusion  to  long-standing  controversies 
over  the  Federalists'  "Stand-Up  Law"  of  1801  left  the  door  open  for  the  reform 
of  the  electoral  laws,  but  was  not  stated  in  the  forceful  terms  long  employed  by 
Republican  critics  of  the  Standing  Order. 

Wolcott's  speech  can  thus  be  interpreted  as  an  attempt  to  conciliate  all  of  the 
groups  assembled  in  May  1817,  including  not  only  the  members  of  his  own  di- 
verse coalition,  but  traditional  Federalists  as  well;  one  Federalist  commentator 


58.  For  another  major  contemporary  statement  of  concern  about  the  interrelated  economic 
issues  that  Wolcott  highlighted,  see  David  Humphreys,  A  Discourse  on  the  Agriculture  of  the  State 
of  Connecticut,  and  the  Means  of  Making  it  more  Beneficial  to  the  State  .  .  .  (New  Haven,  1816). 
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opined  that  it  exhibited  "more  of  the  federal  than  of  the  democratic  cast."59  His- 
torians have  pointed  to  various  factors  contributing  to  Wolcott's  moderation. 
These  included  his  considerable  personal  independence,  his  adherence  to 
many  traditional  Federalist  tenets,  particularly  in  the  realm  of  economic  devel- 
opment and  government  finance,  and  his  moderation  on  religious  issues.  In 
addition,  there  were  specific  tactical  considerations  posed  by  an  impending 
conflict  between  the  two  legislative  houses  and  differences  over  policy  among 
the  reformers  themselves.60  But  if  the  governor  hoped  for  a  smooth  path  to 
moderate  reform,  he  was  disappointed.  The  Assembly's  session  of  May  1817, 
although  it  did  accomplish  some  important  legislative  business,  also  witnessed 
considerable  contention  and  deadlock,  more  often  illustrated  in  the  proceed- 
ings and  debates  published  in  the  state's  newspapers  than  in  the  Public  Records 
as  printed  below. 

The  primary  dynamic  throughout  1817  was  conflict  between  the  House  of 
Representatives,  now  in  the  hands  of  the  reformers,  and  the  Federalist-domi- 
nated Council.  The  new  majority  in  the  House  chose  as  speaker  Charles 
Denison,  an  Episcopalian  who  had  served  in  the  same  capacity  in  the  three  pre- 
vious legislative  sessions,  apparently  to  appeal  to  moderate  Federalists;  the 
two  clerks,  John  S.  Peters  and  Simeon  H,  Minor,  however,  were  both  Republi- 
cans, and  the  House  was  clearly  in  the  hands  of  the  reform  coalition.61 
Predictably,  newspaper  writers  on  both  sides  complained  about  the  partisan 
practices  of  the  other.  Republican  and  Tolerationist  editors  continued  their  at- 
tacks on  the  Council,  observing  at  the  end  of  the  session  that  the  Upper  House's 
"decided  and  unyielding  opposition"  had  blocked  several  reform  measures.62 
A  Federalist  writer  expressed  indignation  that  their  opponents  in  the  House  were 
using  legislative  caucuses  to  advance  their  agenda,63  although  the  Federalists 
themselves  had  used  similar  meetings  for  years  to  forward  their  political  inter- 
ests. As  was  often  the  case  during  the  period  of  the  early  American  republic — 
and  not  unknown  at  other  times  as  well — it  was  easier  for  commentators  to  see 
the  partisan  practices  of  their  opponents  than  those  of  their  own  group. 


59.  "Letter  from  a  Member,"  Courant,  June  3,  1817. 

60.  See  Brownsword,  "Political  Patterns,"  pp.  77-  80;  Hamilton.  "Oliver  Wolcott,  "  ch.  VII, 
esp.  p.  395 

61.  Below,  pp.  152,  152n. 

62.  Editorial,  Mercury;  June  3.  1817.  In  the  fall,  the  editors  of  the  Herald  (Oct  14,  1817),  while 
reporting  proceedings  in  the  House,  voiced  another  common  Republican  criticism  by  observing 
that  the  Council  "sit[s]  in  secret,  because  their  business  is  of  a  public  nature." 

63.  "Letter  from  a  Member,"  Courant,  June  3.  1817;  the  same  writer  made  similar  criticisms 
during  the  next  two  sessions:  ibid.,  Nov.  4,  1817.  June  16,  1818. 
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In  addition  to  the  major  issues  of  constitutional  structure  and  religion,  and 
often  overshadowing  them  in  the  day-to-day  work  of  the  Assembly,  fierce  par- 
tisan clashes  over  three  sets  of  issues — legislative  procedures,  appointments  to 
office,  and  the  financial  practices  of  Federalist  officeholders — were  particu- 
larly prominent  in  May  1817.  These  issues  had  been  the  focus  of  contention 
before  and  would  continue  to  create  conflict  throughout  the  years  covered  by 
this  volume  and  its  successors.  However,  the  political  circumstances  of  1817 
brought  them  into  clear  focus.  In  addition,  these  issues  serve  as  a  potent  re- 
minder that  not  all  of  the  political  controversies  of  the  era  concerned  large 
questions  of  policy  and  ideology.  Such  questions  did  indeed  enter  into  the  dis- 
cussions summarized  here,  but  just  as  important  were  issues  of  local  influence, 
political  patronage,  and  individual  interest — immemorial  underpinnings  of 
politics  that  can  often  be  neglected  when  studying  constitutional  controversy. 
The  extensive  newspaper  coverage  of  the  debates  over  these  issues  demon- 
strates the  intense  interest  that  they  generated  at  the  time. 

(1)  Joint  vs.  Select  Committees.  One  major  partisan  conflict  was  over  legis- 
lative procedure.  Traditionally,  issues  raised  by  the  governor  in  his  opening 
speech  were  referred  to  "joint  committees"  composed  of  members  of  both  leg- 
islative houses;  under  established  practice  such  committees  were  chaired  by  a 
Council  member,  which  gave  the  Upper  House  a  large  influence  over  their  pro- 
ceedings. During  the  May  1817  session,  James  Stevens,  a  prominent 
Republican  representative  from  Stamford,  moved  that  the  governor's  recom- 
mendations on  taxation  be  referred  to  a  "select  committee"  drawn  from  the 
House  alone.  That  proposal  was  opposed  by  Federalist  delegates,  who  argued 
that  joint  committees  had  worked  well  in  the  past;  if  the  two  houses  acted  inde- 
pendently they  might  never  agree,  complicating  legislative  business.  In  return, 
Stevens  contended  that  the  two  houses  should  be  "entirely  independent  of  each 
other"  on  such  matters  and  that  "a  favorite  measure  of  one  branch  might  be  de- 
feated in  every  shape  if  they  were  to  have  a  joint  committee."  This  undoubtedly 
reflected  the  traditional  Republican  perception  that  the  Council  had  an  undue 
influence  under  the  joint  committee  system,  serving  as  an  example  of  the  un- 
healthy mixture  of  powers  under  Connecticut's  traditional  political 
arrangements.  At  the  May  1817  session  Stevens  and  his  supporters  eventually 
acceded  to  Federalist  demands  for  joint  committees,  possibly,  as  historian 
Alan  Brownsword  has  argued,  because  of  the  strength  of  the  Federalist  minor- 
ity. But  Stevens  and  other  members  of  the  House  continued  in  October  1817 
and  May  1818  to  call  for  the  appointment  of  select  committees,  emphasizing 
the  independence  of  the  two  houses  and  the  danger  of  the  Council  dominating 
legislative  proceedings.  The  House  defended  its  prerogatives  even  when  the 
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Council  came  under  the  control  of  the  reformers  in  May  1 8 1 8,  as  demonstrated 
by  a  well-reported  debate  on  the  appointment  of  a  committee  to  consider  call- 
ing a  constitutional  convention.  In  that  matter,  proponents  were  successful  in 
referring  a  key  issue  to  a  select  committee,  although  the  use  of  joint  commit- 
tees was  continued  for  other,  less  controversial  matters.64 

(2)  Appointments  to  Office.  Another  conflict,  over  the  appointment  of  jus- 
tices of  the  peace,  also  inflamed  the  partisan  divide.  The  bland  list  of 
appointments  contained  in  the  Public  Records,  identical  in  form  to  those  for 
previous  sessions,  masked  the  intense  controversy  that  they  provoked  at  this 
and  succeeding  sessions,  a  controversy  that  can  only  be  reconstructed  by  con- 
sulting the  accounts  of  legislative  proceedings  in  the  newspapers.  With  the 
House  controlled  by  the  reformers  and  the  Council  still  in  Federalist  hands,  the 
appointment  of  justices,  always  a  matter  of  considerable  legislative  interest  be- 
cause of  their  influence  within  local  communities  and  the  consequent 
implications  for  political  patronage,  became  even  more  contentious.  In  fact,  a 
reading  of  the  accounts  of  debates  in  the  newspapers,  which  devoted  many  col- 
umns to  the  appointment  of  justices,  underlines  the  extent  to  which  "all  politics 
is  local,"  a  phrase  that  has  usefully  been  applied  to  early  republican  Connecti- 
cut by  historian  Christopher  Collier.65  Slates  of  candidates  for  justice  of  the 
peace  in  Connecticut's  eight  counties  had  customarily  been  drawn  up  at  meet- 
ings of  the  town  representatives  for  each  county  during  the  May  session  of  the 
Assembly,  with  the  majority  party  in  each  county  having  the  principal  voice; 
more  often  than  not,  these  "county  caucuses"  had  been  controlled  by  the  Fed- 
eralists. In  May  1816,  as  noted  above,  the  Council  had  deleted  some 
Republican  nominees  previously  approved  by  the  House  from  the  proposed 
slates.  During  the  May  1817  session  the  legislators  continued  to  clash  over  ap- 
pointments, as  several  of  the  county  meetings  attempted  to  remove  Federalist 
justices  and  appoint  Republican  and  Tolerationist  candidates.  After  consider- 
able discussion,  a  compromise  was  reached,  with  the  House  and  Council 
voting  to  restore  many  of  the  omitted  justices  while  keeping  some  of  the  new 
candidates.  A  Federalist  commentator  lamented  the  county  meetings'  initial 
refusal  to  reappoint  experienced  justices,  "as  hath  been  the  invariable  usage 


64.  Brownsword,  "Political  Patterns,"  pp.  20-21;  Purcell,  Connecticut  in  Transition,  pp.  225, 
229-30,  234;  Stamps,  "Political  Parties,"  p.  247.  House  Proceedings  of  May  14,  15,  1817,  Oct.  10, 
17,  1817,  May  16,  1818:  Mercury,  May  20,  1817,  May  19,  1818;  Herald,  Oct.  14,  1817;  Journal, 
Oct.  14,21, 1817;  Courant,  May  26, 1818;  "Letter  from  a  Member,"  Courant,  June  3,  Nov.  4,  1817, 
June  16,  1818.  For  the  continued  use  of  joint  committees,  see,  for  example,  the  authorization  of  a 
standing  joint  committee  on  turnpikes  and  bridges  in  May  1818:  S.R.,  XIX,  48,  48n. 

65.  Collier,  All  Politics  is  Local.  The  kinds  of  family  and  local  connections  that  Collier 
analyzes  in  his  study  of  the  writing  and  ratification  of  the  U.S.  Constitution  undoubtedly  continued 
to  play  an  important  role  in  Connecticut  politics  thirty  years  later,  and  are  deserving  of  the  same 
kind  of  systematic  analysis. 
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time  immemorial,"  for  no  reason  other  than  that  the  experienced  men  were 
Federalists  and  the  newly-proposed  ones  were  "democratic  republican  tolera- 
tion men."  Republicans  and  Tolerationists,  of  course,  argued  that  they,  as  the 
new  majority  party,  rightfully  deserved  a  proportionate  share  of  these  offices. 
The  compromise  did  not  end  the  controversy.  Although  the  primary  busi- 
ness of  appointing  justices  annually  devolved  on  the  May  session,  the  Council 
was  attentive  to  the  matter  in  Octoberl817,  managing  to  defeat  several  reform 
nominees  put  forward  at  that  session,  in  actions  that  do  not  appear  in  the  Public 
Records  themselves.  In  May  1818,  with  the  Council  as  well  as  the  House  in  the 
hands  of  the  reformers,  the  legislature  removed  a  large  number  of  Federalist 
justices  from  office  and  appointed  additional  supporters,  further  re-balancing 
the  representation  of  the  two  parties  in  the  statewide  roster  of  justices;  this, 
however,  did  not  prevent  the  reappointment  of  a  considerable  number  of  Feder- 
alists, many  of  whom  undoubtedly  commanded  bipartisan  respect  and 
remained  powers  in  their  local  communities.  There  was  much  political  infight- 
ing over  this  issue,  particularly  at  the  May  1818  session.  Partisan  spokesmen 
further  debated  traditional  practices  of  nomination  in  county  meetings,  the  au- 
thority of  the  legislature  to  make  changes  in  these  nominations  to  achieve 
political  balance,  and  the  merits  of  long  continuity  in  office  versus  the  infusion 
of  new  men  and  new  ideas.  Federalist  traditionalists  like  Shubael  Griswold  of 
East  Hartford,  as  could  be  expected,  favored  established  arrangements,  de- 
nouncing what  they  saw  as  the  partisan  agenda  of  their  opponents,  while 
Republican  leaders,  including  James  Stevens,  argued  for  legislative  power,  the 
rebalancing  of  slates,  and  the  replacement  of  superannuated  Federalist  justices 
with  younger  men.  Outside  of  the  legislative  halls,  the  Republican  editors  of 
The  Times  indicated  their  support  for  "that  vital  principle  of  republicanism,  ro- 
tation in  office,"  while  the  Federalist  Mirror  lamented  that  the  legislators  "had 
no  scruples,  in  displacing  from  office,  men  of  the  first  respectability,  and  in  nu- 
merous instances,  supplying  their  places  with  mere  cyphers,  "  whose  only  goal 
was  to  hold  an  office.66 


66.  In  an  ironic  footnote  to  these  controversies,  at  the  same  time  that  the  Assembly  was  making 
its  1818  appointments,  the  House  considered  a  bill  to  repeal  the  legal  provision  that  no  tavern 
keeper  could  be  a  justice  of  the  peace.  Although  some  members  expected  that  all  would  agree  about 
the  wisdom  of  the  repeal,  the  House  rejected  the  bill.  A  commentator  stated  that  the  measure  had 
been  introduced  "to  favour  some  of  the  new  made  Justices  who  are  tavern-keepers,"  turning  up  his 
nose  in  disdain  at  the  new  men  appointed  by  the  reformers.  Although  the  controversies  over  the 
appointment  of  justices  have  not  been  thoroughly  analyzed,  the  following  works  contain  some 
useful  information  and  observations:  Purcell,  Connecticut  in  Transition,  pp.  132-33,  226-27,  230, 
251;  Thomas,  "Politics,"  pp.  258,  261;  Brownsword,  "Political  Patterns,"  pp.  86,  97-98.  Specific 
information  and  quotations  about  appointments  in  1816,  1817,  and  1818  have  been  taken  from  the 
legislative  proceedings  and  opinion  pieces  in  the  following  newspapers:  Mercury,  June  4,  1816, 
June  10,  1817,  June  16,  23,  1818;  Herald,  Oct.  14,  28,  Nov.  11,  1817;  Courant,  June  2,  9,  1818; 
Editorial,  Times,  Apr.  21,  1818;  "Letter  from  a  Member,"  Courant,  June  3,  1817,  June  16,  1818; 
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(3)  Federalist  Officeholders  and  Financial  Practices.  An  issue  related  to 
partisan  appointments  reverberated  throughout  the  period  covered  by  this 
volume  and  its  successor.  During  eras  of  fierce  party  competition,  charges  of 
governmental  maladministration  and  corruption  often  come  to  the  fore,  and 
this  period  of  Connecticut's  politics  was  no  exception.  Major  elective  and  ap- 
pointive offices  in  the  state  had  been  occupied  for  years  by  individuals 
associated  with  the  Federalist  leadership,  most  notably  Secretary  Thomas  Day, 
Treasurer  Andrew  Kingsbury,  Controller  Elisha  Colt,  and  School  Fund  com- 
missioner James  Hillhouse.  It  is  not  surprising  that  the  reformers  took  aim  at 
the  financial  practices  of  the  long-term  governing  group.  Federalist  officehold- 
ers, of  course,  became  particularly  vulnerable  in  May  1817,  after  the  reformers 
took  control  of  the  House,  but  criticism  had  begun  even  earlier,  as  noted  in  the 
previous  discussion  of  Hillhouse  and  the  School  Fund.  During  the  spring  and 
summer  of  1816  the  opposition  had  accused  the  state  government  of  the  incur- 
ring of  excessive  debt  during  the  war  through  financial  mismanagement  and 
had  attempted  unsuccessfully  to  secure  publication  of  state  financial  reports 
during  the  May  legislative  session.  The  Federalists  countered  by  pointing  their 
fingers  at  what  they  saw  as  the  fiscal  extravagance  of  the  national  administra- 
tion and  the  Republican  politicians  who  held  federal  office  under  its  patronage. 

Financial  issues  continued  to  play  a  part  in  subsequent  election  campaigns 
and  legislative  sessions,  which  featured  similar  partisan  interchanges.  After 
the  reformers  took  full  control  of  the  state  government  in  1818,  the  roles  re- 
versed, as  noted  by  historian  Alan  Brownsword,  with  the  Federalists  accusing 
their  opponents  of  mismanaging  the  public  money.  The  Assembly  passed  an 
act  at  the  May  1817  session  providing  greater  detail  about  what  expenditures 
the  controller  should  list  in  his  regular  reports  to  the  Assembly;  according  to 
historian  Richard  J.  Purcell,  the  "current  report,  printed  on  the  motion  of  a  Fed- 
eralist, disproved  the  Republican  pre-election  stories  that  the  finances  were  in 
a  bad  way."  However,  this  was  not  enough  to  prevent  the  defeat  of  Kingsbury  in 
the  spring  1818  vote  for  treasurer,  a  development  that  probably  had  more  to  do 
with  partisan  politics  than  financial  competence.  Concern  about  possible 
maladministration  and  fiscal  extravagance  extended  as  far  as  the 


Editorial, Mirror,  Aug.  3, 1818.  For  the  1790  restriction  on  tavern  keepers,  see  Stat.  Conn.,  1808,  p. 
422.  The  Courant  (June  23,  30,  July  7,  14,  1818)  printed  lists  indicating  which  justices  had  been 
added  and  which  removed  by  the  Assembly  at  the  May  1818  session,  tallying  253  specific 
removals.  The  editors  concluded  that  between  1817  and  1818  the  additions  and  removals  had 
resulted  in  an  overall  increase  of  about  100  justices.  A  full  statistical  analysis  of  the  turnover  in 
office-holding  during  these  years,  which  included  not  only  justices  of  the  peace,  but  also  county 
court  and  probate  judges,  would  no  doubt  shed  much  additional  light  on  the  extent  of  the  political 
"revolution"  in  the  state,  as  well  as  the  extent  to  which  local  interests  and  political  patronage 
continued  to  play  a  role. 
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Federalist-appointed  overseers  of  Newgate  Prison,  who  were  replaced  in 
1 8 1 8.67  But,  as  in  the  case  of  the  justices,  partisanship  did  not  force  the  removal 
of  all  state  officers,  and  Day,  Colt,  and  Hillhouse  retained  their  positions  for  a 
number  of  years,  presumably  because  of  their  proven  worth  as  administrators. 

Despite  the  energy  consumed  by  such  controversies  in  1817,  the  Assembly 
began  to  take  action  at  the  May  session  on  elements  of  Governor  Wolcott's  pro- 
gram, particularly  on  his  recommendations  in  the  economic  realm,  passing  an 
act  and  a  resolution  providing  relief  and  encouragement  for  manufacturing  en- 
terprises in  the  state.68  Regarding  one  of  Wolcott's  central  concerns,  the 
Assembly  appointed  a  committee  to  report  on  the  issue  of  taxation.69  Judging 
by  the  attention  that  the  governor  gave  to  this  issue  in  his  inaugural  speech,  tax- 
ation was  a  major  economic  and  political  issue  throughout  the  period.  But 
despite  Wolcott's  urging,  it  appears  only  a  few  times  in  the  Public  Records 
themselves  over  the  next  two  years — in  the  May  1817  committee  appointment, 
in  an  October  1817  resolution  directing  the  committee  to  prepare  a  bill,  and  in 
an  October  1818  act  lowering  the  assessment  on  polls.70  Materials  in  the  Con- 
necticut Archives,  legislative  proceedings  the  newspapers,  and  commentary  in 
the  public  prints  reveal  that  the  Assembly  had  tax  reform  under  consideration 
throughout  these  years.  What  is  more,  it  clearly  engaged  fundamental  ques- 
tions about  Connecticut's  economic  development,  possible  inequities  in  the 
state's  system  of  tax  assessment,  and  the  relationship  between  landed  property 
and  new  forms  of  commercial  wealth.  These  issues  had  long  drawn  the  atten- 
tion of  Republican  politicians,  as  well  as  that  of  the  governor,  and  they  clearly 
engendered  heated  legislative  discussions.  However,  they  bore  no  significant 


67.  Like  the  appointment  of  justices,  this  issue  has  not  been  thoroughly  analyzed,  but  the 
following  works  are  useful:  Purcell,  Connecticut  in  Transition,  pp.  215-16,  220,  225-26;  Thomas, 
"Politics,"  p.  245;  Brownsword,  "Political  Patterns,"  p.  64.  For  Hillhouse  and  the  School  Fund,  see 
above,  pp.  xxv-xxvi;  for  the  May  1817  act,  see  below,  pp.  184,  184n;  for  Kingsbury's  defeat  and  the 
action  on  the  Newgate  overseers,  see  S.R.,  XIX,  xvi,  7n,  8,  8n.  The  Assembly  passed  an  additional 
act  regulating  the  keeping  of  public  accounts  in  October  1817:  below,  p.  262.  The  following,  non- 
comprehensive  list  of  newspaper  issues  gives  a  few  instances  of  public  controversies  and  legislative 
debates  regarding  the  public  finances  in  1816,  1817,  and  1818:  Mercury,  May  28,  July  8,  23,  1816, 
May  27, 1817,  Nov.  10, 1818  ;  Courant,  Mar.  26, 1816,  June  3,  Nov.  4,  \%\1\  Journal,  July  23,  Aug. 
6, 1816,  Nov.  4, 1817,  Nov.  3, 1818;  Herald,  Nov.  4,  1817.  Throughout  these  years  the  newspapers 
also  featured  numerous  accusations  of  financial  impropriety  against  individual  officeholders. 

68.  Below,  pp.  186,  186n,  189-90,  189n. 

69.  Below,  pp.  190,  190-9 In. 

70.  Below,  p.  268;  S.R.,  XIX,  377,  377n.  An  act  on  corporate  shares  passed  during  the  May 
1818  session  might  also  have  been  related  to  tax  reform:  ibid.,  pp.  39,  39n. 
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fruit  until  the  major  revision  of  the  tax  system  that  took  place  at  the  1819  and 
1 820  legislative  sessions.  Presumably,  the  more  fundamental  matters  of  political 
realignment,  constitutional  change,  and  ecclesiastical  reform  took  precedence 
over  what  must  have  been  a  laborious  process  of  analyzing  and  revising  a  com- 
plicated system  of  assessments  and  taxation.  However,  without  sufficient 
documentary  benchmarks  in  the  Public  Records  themselves,  we  have  deferred 
in-depth  consideration  of  tax  issues,  including  the  controversies  and  debates  that 
took  place  in  1817  and  1 8 1 8,  to  Volume  XX  of  this  series,  which  will  cover  the 
eventual  reforms.71  This  approach  will  permit  a  systematic  analysis  of  the 
changes  that  were  finally  made. 

In  addition  to  considering  economic  matters,  the  legislators  began  to  deal 
with  some  of  the  major  political  and  constitutional  issues  facing  the  state.  While 
not  confronting  the  central  issues  heads-on,  the  Assembly  did  pass  two  acts  re- 
lating to  religion  during  the  May  session.  Following  Wolcott's  measured 
remarks  in  his  opening  speech,  the  legislators  appointed  a  committee  to  look  at 
the  ecclesiastical  laws.  The  outcome  of  their  deliberations  was  the  act  below, 
which  replaced  the  1791  law  "securing  equal  Rights"  discussed  earlier  in  this  In- 
troduction. In  brief,  it  made  some  modest  but  significant  adjustments  to  the 
existing  system,  primarily  allowing  dissenters  to  file  their  certificates  with  the 
town  clerk  rather  than  the  clerk  of  their  previous  ecclesiastical  society  or  denom- 
ination, and  stating  explicitly  that  every  society  of  Christians  had  authority  to  tax 
its  members  for  its  financial  support.  These  adjustments  were  no  doubt  intended 
to  make  it  easier  for  dissenters  to  exit  their  old  churches,  particularly  if  they  felt 
intimidated  by  officials  and  members  of  the  local  Congregational  society,  and 
made  even  more  definite  the  ability  of  dissenting  churches  to  support  them- 
selves. But  the  act  failed  to  satisfy  many  people,  even  in  the  legislature.  During 
the  debate  on  the  bill,  representatives  expressed  differing  views  on  the  impact 
the  proposed  changes  would  have  on  the  status  of  existing  ecclesiastical  societ- 
ies and  churches.  In  addition,  the  Assembly  passed  a  law  clarifying  the 
distribution  of  funds  under  the  October  1816  act  on  literature  and  religion. 
Clearly  halfway  measures,  neither  of  these  acts  pleased  dissenters  like  the  Bap- 
tists and  the  Methodists,  who  would  continue  their  campaign  against  the 
certificate  system  and  the  public  financing  of  churches  in  the  months  ahead.72 


7 1 .  A  useful  overview  of  the  tax  system  can  be  found  in  Walradt,  Financial  History,  pp.  2 1-29, 
60-66.  The  standard  secondary  accounts  demonstrate  its  importance  in  the  politics  of  the  period: 
Purcell,  Connecticut  in  Transition,  pp.  215,  220,  225,  227,  230,  262;  Morse,  Neglected  Period,  pp. 
35-36,  39-42. 

72.  Below,  pp.  179-81,  179n,  180n.  For  the  background,  see  above,  pp.  xiii-xvii,  xxvi-xxviii, 
and  for  useful  secondary  accounts,  see  McLoughlin,  New  England  Dissent,  II,  1043^47,  and 
Purcell,  Connecticut  in  Transition,  p.  225.  The  dissenting  congregations'  power  to  tax,  present  but 
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Also  with  important  implications  for  the  future,  the  legislators  began  to 
consider  the  governor's  recommendations  about  the  judiciary.  Wolcott  had 
pointed  out  in  his  inaugural  speech  that  the  Assembly  in  a  May  1784  act  had 
taken  a  step  toward  the  separation  of  the  judiciary  and  legislature  by  prohibit- 
ing assistants,  state  representatives,  the  governor  and  lieutenant  governor,  and 
members  of  the  U.S.  Congress  from  serving  as  Superior  Court  judges.  But  the 
judges  were  still  subject  to  annual  appointment:  a  provision  in  the  1784  law, 
which  stated  that  the  judges  should  hold  their  offices  at  the  pleasure  of  the  As- 
sembly, had  been  repealed  in  1794.  This  was  a  far  cry  from  Judge  Zephaniah 
Swift's  opinion  that  the  judges  should  be  appointed  for  life  or  during  good  be- 
havior, which  would  render  them  truly  independent  of  the  legislature.  Despite 
the  fact  that  most  judges  were  in  practice  customarily  reappointed  for  many 
successive  terms,  other  critics,  both  Republican  and  Federalist,  had  also 
pointed  to  the  dangers  of  a  "dependent"  judiciary  in  a  political  system  which 
was  defined  by  statute  and  subject  to  legislative  change.  The  most  recent  major 
alteration  in  the  law  regarding  the  judiciary  had  taken  place  in  May  1 806,  when 
the  Assembly  increased  the  number  of  assistant  judges  from  five  to  eight  and, 
in  a  further  move  to  separate  governmental  functions,  assigned  the  duties  of  the 
Supreme  Court  of  Errors,  previously  composed  of  the  governor,  lieutenant 
governor,  and  assistants,  to  the  Superior  Court.73  All  of  these  arrangements  fig- 
ured in  the  debates  over  the  judiciary  in  1817  and  1818 

The  legislators  began  to  discuss  judicial  reform  at  the  May  1817  session, 
but  made  no  progress  before  the  Constitutional  Convention  of  1818;  this  con- 
firmed that  the  matter  was  a  contentious  one.  Because  the  Assembly's 
consideration  of  the  issue  led  to  no  major  legislation  before  the  Convention 
met  and  since  the  Governor  focused  the  legislators'  attention  on  it  for  the  first 
time  at  the  May  1817  session,  we  have  chosen  to  summarize  the  ongoing  issues 
here,  including  related  discussions  that  took  place  in  early  1818.  A  legislative 
committee  appointed  to  consider  Wolcott's  recommendations  reported  an  un- 
successful bill  that  would  have  allowed  Superior  Court  judges  to  hold  office 
until  they  reached  age  seventy,  unless  removed  by  a  special  resolution  of  the 
General  Assembly.  This  arrangement  would  probably  have  satisfied  the  gover- 
nor; it  would  also  have  effectively  perpetuated  in  office  the  Federalist  judges 
appointed  earlier  in  the  session.  Representatives  debated  the  matter,  express- 
ing considerable  agreement  that  judicial  reform  was  required,  but  differing 

implicit  in  the  1791  act,  was  made  unambiguous  in  1817.  The  story  of  the  campaign  for 
disestablishment  is  taken  up  again  in  the  next  volume  of  this  series. 

73.  For  the  earlier  actions  mentioned  here,  see  S.R.,  V,  323-24;  VIII,  139:  XIII,  30-33.  See  also 
Thomas  Day,  Concise  Historical  Account  of  the  Judiciary  of  Connecticut  (Hartford,  1817);  Swift, 
System  of  the  Laws,  I,  93-94;  Loomis  and  Calhoun,  Judicial  and  Civil  History,  pp.  133-34, 
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over  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  necessary  changes  and  when  they  should  take 
place.  Salient  issues  included  the  propriety  of  altering  the  tenure  after  the  As- 
sembly had  already  appointed  judges  to  serve  for  the  ensuing  year  and  the 
wisdom  of  proceeding  in  a  piecemeal  fashion  when  more  general  changes  in 
judicial  organization  were  in  contemplation.  Republican  representative  James 
Stevens,  for  example,  indicated  that  a  reduction  of  the  number  of  judges  from 
nine  to  five  might  be  warranted  in  a  full  reorganization  of  the  system,  a  move 
which  would  "tend  to  economy."  The  Federalist  Council  supported  the  1817 
tenure  bill,  while  the  House  majority  opposed  its  immediate  adoption,  effec- 
tively killing  it.74 

Although  Governor  Wolcott  again  brought  up  the  issue  of  the  judiciary  in 
his  speech  opening  the  October  1817  session,  the  Assembly  did  not  debate  the 
matter  extensively  again  until  May  1818.  While  the  1817  bill  reflected  the 
desire  of  moderate  Federalists  and  Tolerationists  to  increase  judicial  independ- 
ence, the  bill  debated  and  rejected  in  May  1818  had  a  traditionally  Republican 
cast.  It  provided  that  the  number  of  assistant  judges  be  reduced  from  eight  to 
five  for  the  next  year,  in  line  with  what  Stevens  had  earlier  suggested;  support- 
ers of  the  measure  pointed  out  that  the  larger  neighboring  states  of 
Massachusetts  and  New  York  had  fewer  high  court  judges  than  Connecticut. 
This  time  it  was  Federalists  who  contended  that  piecemeal  reform  was  not  ap- 
propriate when  more  general  issues  were  involved.  While  the  House  supported 
the  measure,  the  Council,  although  controlled  by  the  reformers  by  May  1818, 
rejected  it.  These  interrelated  legislative  debates  over  structural  change  in  May 
1817  and  May  1818,  although  inconclusive,  served  as  a  prelude  to  the  reform 
of  the  judiciary  accomplished  by  the  1818  Constitutional  Convention  and  the 
October  1818  legislative  session;  issues  raised  earlier  formed  the  basis  for  po- 
litical clashes  at  that  time  between  Republicans,  Federalists,  and  moderate 
Tolerationists.75  The  1818  reforms  and  the  attendant  controversies  will  be  doc- 
umented in  the  next  volume  of  this  series. 


74.  Rejected  Bills,  1815-1817,  Box  4,  1817,  folder  17,  docs.  97,  99;  House  Proceedings  of 
May  21,  27,  1817,  Mercury,  May  27,  June  3,  1817;  Mirror,  June  2,  1817.  See  also  Journal,  June  3, 
1817;  "Letter  from  a  Member,"  Courant,  June  3,  1817.  For  the  reappointment  of  the  Federalist 
judges,  see  below,  pp.  154-55,  154n. 

75.  For  the  governor's  October  speech,  see  Mercury,  Oct.  14,  1817;  for  the  May  1818 
legislative  proceedings,  see  Rejected  Bills,  1815-1817,  Box  4,  1817,  folder  16,  doc.  85;  House 
Proceedings  of  May  22-23,  June  2-5, 1818:  Mercury,  May  26,  June  9,  June  23, 1818;  Courant,  June 
2, 9,  16,  1818;  "Letter  from  a  Member,"  Courant,  June  16,  1818.  The  debate  over  structural  change 
in  May  1818  was  closely  tied  to  the  consideration  of  the  slate  of  Superior  Court  judges  for  the 
ensuing  year;  the  Assembly  made  two  personnel  changes  in  1818,  replacing  Federalist  stalwarts 
with  judges  more  sympathetic  to  the  Tolerationist  cause.  See  S.R.,  XIX,  xxii,  9-10,  lOn. 
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In  addition  to  debating  judicial  organization  at  the  May  1817  session,  reform- 
ers in  the  House  began  to  move  to  revise  the  election  laws,  introducing  a  bill  to 
repeal  the  "Stand-Up  Law"  of  1801.  Although  unsuccessful  in  May,  this  effort 
was  to  bear  fruit  in  the  October  1817  session,  as  discussed  and  documented 
below.  As  always,  the  legislators  at  the  May  session  passed  routine  measures 
fine-tuning  military,  legal,  and  financial  procedures  in  the  state,  including  mili- 
tia organization,  the  collection  of  school  taxes,  duties  on  writs,  and  claims 
allowed  to  executors  and  administrators  of  estates.76  The  Assembly  also  con- 
sidered and  rejected  an  amendment  to  the  U.S.  Constitution  proposed  by  North 
Carolina,  and  authorized  the  American  Board  of  Commissioners  for  Foreign 
Missions  to  hold  lands  in  its  corporate  capacity  for  the  mission  school  cur- 
rently being  organized  in  Cornwall.77 

Although  the  May  session,  as  reflected  in  the  Public  Records,  saw  few 
major  legislative  accomplishments,  the  House  majority  published  an  address 
to  the  citizens  of  the  state,  signed  by  James  Stevens,  praising  Governor 
Wolcott's  support  and  reiterating  the  reformers'  basic  platform: 

To  establish  the  foundation  of  a  system  of  policy  and  mea- 
sures, which  shall  secure  to  our  citizens  equal  rights  and 
privileges,  both  civil  and  religious;  a  thorough  reform  and 
correction  of  abuses;  an  equalization  of  the  public  contribu- 
tions; a  judiciary  which  should  not  be  influenced  "by  the 
veering  gales  of  party  politics,"  which  render  life,  liberty  and 
property  insecure;  free  Toleration  and  equal  privileges,  in 
regard  to  the  rights  of  conscience;  and  the  restoration  of  our 
ancient  system  of  Election,  unawed  by  "the  influence  of 
office"  or  dread  of  persecution,  became  our  paramount  duty. 

Although  Federalist  commentators  countered  the  address  by  pointing  their  op- 
ponents' lack  of  concrete  achievements  at  the  session,78  the  stage  was  being  set 
for  the  enactment  of  reform. 


76.  Below,  pp.  183,  183n,  184-85,  184n,  185n,  187,  187n. 

77.  Below,  pp.  192,  192n,  213-14,  213n. 

78.  "Address  of  the  Majority  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  to  the  friends  of  Toleration  and 
equal  Rights,"  Mercury,  June  3,  1817;  for  a  Federalist  response,  see  the  Journal,  June  10,  1817. 
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October  1817 

The  legislative  deadlock  in  May  1817  was  clearly  more  complex  than  a 
simple  split  between  the  two  houses,  but  the  reformers  chose,  in  a  politically 
astute  move,  to  focus  on  the  obstructionist  role  of  the  Federalist-dominated 
Council  rather  than  on  any  nascent  disagreements  within  their  own  coalition.79 
In  a  move  to  take  control  of  the  Upper  House,  the  reformers  proposed  a  slate  of 
candidates  for  the  fall  nomination  election  that  included  four  sitting  Federalist 
assistants — Jonathan  Brace,  Frederick  Wolcott,  Asa  Chapman,  and  Elias 
Perkins;  they  also  included  Nathan  Smith  of  New  Haven,  also  on  the  Federalist 
ticket,  and  fifteen  additional  candidates.  The  Federalists  re-nominated  all  of 
the  current  assistants,  with  the  exception  of  senior  Council  member  Aaron 
Austin,  who  had  announced  his  intention  not  to  run,  and  Henry  Champion; 
they  also  proposed  ten  additional  candidates  of  their  own,  including  Smith.80  In 
the  campaign  the  reformers  focused  on  gaining  control  of  the  Council,  since 
significant  reforms  could  not  be  accomplished  until  this  roadblock  had  been 
removed.  A  newspaper  appeal  to  the  voters  printed  in  the  New  Haven  Colum- 
bian Register  called  the  upcoming  an  election  "an  opportunity  ...  to  clear  your 
Upper  House  of  such  characters  as  appear  to  have  been  sent  there,  only  to 
render  nerveless  the  Executive  arm,"  and  a  writer  in  the  American  Mercury 
published  a  series  of  articles  addressed  to  the  Council  attacking  its  past  politi- 
cal actions.81  Federalist  responses,  including  an  address  signed  by  outgoing 
assistant  Austin,  continued  to  characterize  the  reformers  as  opportunists  who 
were  seeking  to  overthrow  Connecticut's  long-standing  constitutional  and  reli- 
gious system,  ably  administered  by  the  state's  traditional  leadership,  at  a  time 
when  the  national  Republican  administration  was  adopting  the  programs  of 
their  old  Federalist  rivals.82 

The  fall  elections  witnessed  further  Tolerationist  success,  which  might  have 
been  bolstered  by  the  warm  reception  given  to  the  newly-inaugurated 


79.  General  accounts  of  the  fall  1817  election  and  October  legislative  session  can  be  found  in 
Purcell,  Connecticut  in  Transition,  pp.  226-30;  Stamps,  "Political  Parties,"  pp.  242^3;  Thomas, 
"Politics,"  pp.  255-58;  and  Brownsword,  "Political  Patterns,"  pp.  87-88. 

80.  For  the  Tolerationist  ticket,  see  Mercury,  Aug.  19,  1817;  the  Federalist  slate  can  be  found  in 
the  Courant,  Aug.  19,  1817.  Austin  had  announced  his  intention  not  to  run  in  a  May  14  statement 
(Mirror,  May  27,  1817);  his  retirement  from  the  Council  did  not  prevent  him  from  serving  in  the 
House  of  Representatives  and  the  Constitutional  Convention  in  1818. 

81 .  "To  the  Freemen  of  Connecticut,"  Register,  Aug.  19,  1817;  the  "Reform"  essays  addressed 
to  the  Council  appeared  in  the  Mercury  in  August  and  September. 

82.  The  Federalist  address  can  be  found  in  the  Courant,  Aug.  19,  1817;  a  two-part  article 
signed  "A  Voter,"  in  the  Aug.  26  and  Sept.  2  issues  of  the  same  paper,  is  a  strong  Federalist 
statement  from  the  campaign. 
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Republican  President  of  the  United  States,  James  Monroe,  when  he  toured 
New  England  during  the  summer.83  The  reform  coalition  succeeded  in  increas- 
ing its  numbers  in  the  House  of  Representatives  to  at  least  121,  giving  them  a 
solid  majority  for  the  first  time;  in  addition,  although  a  Federalist  commentator 
described  them  as  "apostate  federalists','  the  first-time  speaker  and  clerks  were 
all  drawn  from  the  ranks  of  the  reformers.84  In  the  Council  nominations  the  five 
candidates  who  figured  on  both  party  tickets  unsurprisingly  garnered  the  larg- 
est number  of  votes  and  were  entered  at  the  head  of  the  list.  The  composition  of 
the  rest  of  the  slate  shows  that  the  reformers  had  been  successful  in  their  cam- 
paign appeals,  since  it  was  drawn  entirely  from  the  Tolerationist  ticket.85  In  the 
process,  six  sitting  Federalist  assistants  who  had  been  supported  on  their  party 
ticket — Elizur  Goodrich,  Matthew  Griswold,  Roger  M.  Sherman,  Samuel  W. 
Johnson,  Noah  B.  Benedict,  and  William  Perkins — failed  at  re-nomination. 
This  victory  assured  success  in  the  spring  1818  Council  elections,  setting  the 
stage  for  basic  constitutional  reform  later  that  year. 

In  his  speech  opening  the  October  1817  session,  Governor  Wolcott  contin- 
ued to  pursue  the  moderate  course  that  he  had  set  in  the  spring.86  Reflecting 
themes  currently  being  developed  on  the  national  level  by  President  Monroe, 
Wolcott  stressed  the  need  "to  cultivate  a  spirit  of  conciliation"  in  the  face  of  the 
"momentous  responsibility  .  .  .  devolving  on  the  legislature"  to  consider  gov- 
ernmental reform.  He  took  pains  to  condemn  "party  spirit  and  sinister 
interests"  and  to  emphasize  the  need  to  "repair  and  improve"  the  state's  gov- 
ernmental system,  "not  to  subvert  and  destroy."  But  while  praising  the 
achievements  of  New  England's  seventeenth-century  founders,  he  also  noted 
that  changes  might  be  "expedient  to  adapt  our  government  to  the  principles  of  a 
more  enlightened  age  than  that  in  which  it  was  formed,  and  to  reconcile  it  with 
the  institutions  which  surround  us,  and  by  which  our  interests  are  necessarily 
affected."  In  conjunction  with  these  general  observations,  the  governor  made 
some  specific  recommendations  that  were  close  to  his  own  vision  of  enlight- 
ened reform:  the  reorganization  of  the  judiciary,  the  equalization  of  the 
taxation  system,  and  the  advancement  of  the  state's  economy,  particularly 
through  the  incorporation  of  agricultural  improvement  associations. 


83.  For  recent  accounts  of  Monroe's  1817  tour,  see  Cunningham,  Presidency  of  James  Monroe, 
pp.  30-40;  Skeen,  1816,  pp.  233-34. 

84.  For  the  elections  to  the  House  and  for  the  speakers  and  clerks,  see  below  pp.  235n,  239, 
239n.  See  also  Purcell,  Connecticut  in  Transition,  pp.  228-29;  "Letter  from  a  Member,"  Courant, 
Nov.  4,  1817. 

85.  For  the  nomination  slate,  see  below,  pp.  239-40;  a  good  tabular  presentation  of  the  vote  for 
the  nomination  can  be  found  in  the  Mercury,  Oct.  21,  1817. 

86.  For  the  speech,  see  the  Mercury,  Oct.  14,  1817. 
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The  legislature  took  up  some  of  Wolcott's  economic  recommendations 
during  the  October  session,  shifting  its  attention  from  the  aid  to  manufacturing 
that  it  had  provided  in  May  to  agricultural  reform.  One  resolution  encouraged 
the  establishment  of  agricultural  associations  in  each  of  the  state's  counties, 
while  another  incorporated  such  an  association  for  Hartford  County.  The  As- 
sembly built  on  these  actions  in  May  1818,  incorporating  two  more  societies  in 
Litchfield  and  New  Haven  Counties.  The  New  Haven  society  had  been  opera- 
tional for  several  decades  as  part  of  a  general  movement  for  agricultural 
improvement.87  In  addition,  the  legislators  debated  an  important  committee 
report  on  taxation,  but  did  not  act  on  the  governor's  May  recommendations  on 
tax  reform;  they  also  began  to  consider  his  suggestions  about  the  reform  of  the 
poor  law,  which  bore  some  legislative  fruit  in  1818.88 

Although  not  mentioned  in  the  governor's  speech,  one  of  the  centerpieces  of 
debate  at  the  October  session  was  the  brief  act,  printed  below,  repealing  the 
"Stand-Up  Law."89  This  provision,  the  fourth  section  of  an  October  1801  act  on 
elections,  declared  that  voters  at  the  freemen's  meetings,  when  nominating  per- 
sons for  election  as  members  of  the  Council  or  as  representatives  in  the  U.S. 
Congress,  must  indicate  their  votes  by  standing  (or  raising  their  hands  if  already 
standing).  This  replaced  a  procedure  in  which  each  voter  submitted  his  list  of 
nominees  "fairly  written  on  a  piece  of  paper."  This  was  part  of  an  elaborate 
two-stage  voting  process;  in  the  subsequent  election  the  freemen  voted  by 
ballot  for  the  final  slate  of  officers,  but  the  nomination  list  was  arranged  in  a 
way  that  gave  an  advantage  to  the  incumbents  by  placing  them  first.  These  ar- 
rangements had  been  for  years  a  target  of  Republican  criticism  for  giving  undue 
influence  and  advantage  to  powerful  members  of  the  community,  presumably 
members  of  the  Federalist  elite.90  These  concerns  had  been  reinforced  by  other 
changes  made  in  1801,  when  the  Assembly  gave  the  state's  established  leader- 
ship additional  leverage  over  the  election  process.  One  change  gave  priority  to 
the  senior  assistant  or  justice  of  the  peace — key  members  of  the  state's  "civil 
authority,"  who  exercised  great  legal  and  political  power  in  their  local 


87.  Below,  pp.  268-69, 268n,  282-83n;  S.R.,  XIX,  50-52,  50n,  52n.  For  a  general  discussion  of 
the  agricultural  reform  movement  in  the  preceding  decades,  see  Nettels,  Emergence  of  a  National 
Economy,  pp.  243-5 1 . 

88.  See  above,  pp.  xxxix-xl,  and  S.R.,  XIX,  xxiv-xxvi. 

89.  Below,  pp.  264,  264n. 

90.  For  the  "Stand-Up  Law,"  the  circumstances  of  its  adoption,  the  Republicans'  criticisms  of 
its  operation,  and  their  attempt  to  repeal  the  provision  in  1 808,  see  S.R.,  X,  iv,  xxvii-xxviii,  296-98, 
298n,  XIV,  xvi-xvii,  373-79;  Purcell,  Connecticut  in  Transition,  pp.  125-28,  136-40;  Buel, 
"Revolutionary  Storm,"  pp.  8,  12.  The  provision  and  the  earlier  procedures  can  be  conveniently 
referenced  in  Stat.  Conn.,  1808,  pp.  244,  248-49,  252. 
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communities — in  chairing  the  freemen's  meetings;  the  other  added  the  civil 
authority  to  the  town  selectmen  in  determining  qualifications  for  freemen.91 

Governor  Wolcott  had  brought  the  electoral  laws  to  the  attention  of  the  leg- 
islators at  the  opening  of  the  May  1817  session,  and  a  joint  committee  reported 
the  bill  eventually  adopted  in  October,  providing  for  the  simple  repeal  of  the 
section  four  of  the  1801  act.  The  committee  stated  in  its  report  that  the  "stand- 
up"  provision  had  been  adopted  because  of  the  large  number  of  votes  to  count 
and  the  need  to  expedite  business  during  the  nomination  process.  The  proce- 
dure had  solved  that  problem,  the  committee  continued,  but  "many  among  the 
Citizens  have  complained  that  the  Law  does  not  permit  them  to  exercise  the 
right  of  Suffrage  free  from  all  external  controul,  &  according  to  the  dictates  of 
private  judgment."92  This  measure  traversed  a  rocky  road  before  it  was  finally 
adopted  in  October.  It  was  debated  in  the  legislature  at  the  May  session;  the 
House  passed  the  bill,  but  the  Council  objected,  and  further  consideration  was 
postponed  to  October.  Contemporary  commentators  stated  that  the  reason  was 
that  it  did  not  provide  any  alternative  election  mechanisms,  simply  allowing 
the  pre- 1801  arrangements  to  come  back  into  effect.  During  the  May  debate, 
Tolerationist  and  Republican  representatives,  including  Gideon  Tomlinson 
from  Fairfield  and  James  Stevens  from  Stamford,  advocated  repeal  of  the 
"stand-up"  provision,  while  Federalists  Joel  Foote  of  Marlborough  and 
Shubael  Griswold  of  East  Hartford  defended  the  1801  law.  Tomlinson,  draw- 
ing on  traditional  Republican  arguments,  contended  that  before  the  passage  of 
the  "stand-up"  provision,  "our  freemen  voted  without  being  biassed  or  influ- 
enced by  the  presence  of  their  superiors,  or  the  dictates  of  power — now  they 
are  called  upon  to  stand  up  and  perhaps  to  meet  the  imposing  powers  of  inso- 
lence." Foote  countered  this  argument  by  denying  the  influence  of  powerful 
men  under  the  current  system  and  stated  that  "folks  that  are  so  timid  and  fearful 
ought  not  to  vote  at  all.  "93 

Repeal  might  have  seemed  less  urgent  after  the  outcome  of  the  fall  nomina- 
tion, which  opened  the  door  for  the  reformers  to  take  control  of  the  Council  in 
1818.  However,  continuing  discussion  of  the  "Stand-Up  Law"  provided  an  oc- 
casion for  members  of  the  two  parties  to  debate  important  features  of  the  old 
political  system,  often  in  numbing  detail,  but  also  in  a  way  that  reveals  the 
complexity  of  that  system  as  it  had  evolved  by  1817  and  the  difficulties  that 


91.  Stat.  Conn.,  1808,  pp.  251,  357,  358;  Purcell,  Connecticut  in  Transition,  p.  139:  Buel, 
"Revolutionary  Storm,"  p.  12. 

92.  Archives,  Civil  Officers,  Ser.  2,  XIX,  16. 

93.  Archives,  Civil  Officers,  Ser.  2,  XXI,  137;  House  Proceedings  of  May  23,  1817:  Mercury, 
May  27,  1817;  "Letter  from  a  Member,"  Courant,  June  3,  1817. 


\lviii  INTRODUCTION 

even  contemporaries  had  in  understanding  all  of  its  nuances.  The  October 
debate  is  reproduced  below,  using  two  different  accounts,  one  from  the  Feder- 
alist Connecticut  Journal  and  the  other  from  several  Republican  newspapers, 
primarily  the  Connecticut  Herald.  Much  time  was  spent  considering  two  un- 
successful amendments,  one  introduced  by  Republican  representative  Elisha 
Tracy  of  Norwich  on  October  13  and  the  other  offered  by  the  Council  on  or 
before  October  28,  to  establish  an  alternative  voting  procedure  to  obviate  some 
of  the  difficulties  that  the  1801  act  had  been  meant  to  solve.  Amidst  the  com- 
plexities of  the  discussion,  some  patterns  clearly  emerged.  Steadfast 
supporters  of  the  old  order,  including  John  McClellan  of  Woodstock  and 
Shubael  Griswold,  wished  to  retain  the  "stand-up"  provision,  repeating  tradi- 
tional Federalist  arguments  that  it  saved  time  and  expense  by  avoiding  the 
laborious  counting  of  written  ballots  by  a  single  official  under  the  pre- 1801  ar- 
rangements, as  modified  by  the  un-repealed  sections  of  the  1801  law.  Related 
to  this  matter  were  significant  disagreements  over  the  method  of  counting  the 
votes,  as  Federalists  attempted  to  add  the  civil  authority  to  the  board  of  locally- 
elected  officials — selectmen  and  constables — named  in  Tracy's  amendment. 
Tracy  had  presumably  included  a  board  to  lighten  the  burdens  of  counting  the 
votes,  but  his  proposal  clearly  reflected  a  Republican  preference  for  keeping 
the  task  squarely  in  hands  of  local  officials  chosen  directly  by  the  voters.  Re- 
publican speakers  voiced  suspicions  of  the  Federalist  amendment,  no  doubt 
because  it  would  give  the  established  leadership,  as  represented  by  the  civil  au- 
thority, undue  influence  over  the  election.  Others  raised  even  more  specific 
worries  about  how  the  ballots  would  be  sealed  and  counted.  Among  other  sig- 
nificant issues  raised  during  the  debates  was  the  possible  use  of  printed  ballots; 
this  provision  was  deleted  from  Tracy's  proposed  amendment  after  Federalist 
speakers  objected  that  printed  ballots  would  put  the  voters  at  the  mercy  of  po- 
litical parties;  partisan  leaders  might  provide  voters  with  pre-arranged  tickets, 
depriving  them  of  independent  judgment. 

During  the  debate,  several  Republican  and  Tolerationist  speakers,  includ- 
ing James  Lanman  of  Norwich  and  Samuel  A.  Foote  of  Cheshire,  pressed  for 
simple  repeal  of  the  "stand-up"  provision  in  anticipation  of  more  thorough 
reform  of  the  electoral  system  in  the  near  future.  Gideon  Tomlinson  ulti- 
mately expressed  his  frustration  with  the  seemingly  endless  discussion  by 
stating  that  he  would  "not  fill  the  Statute  Book  with  Acts,  merely  to  explain 
others."  In  the  end,  both  legislative  chambers  endorsed  simple  repeal,  leaving 
the  reform  of  the  electoral  system  to  the  Constitutional  Convention  and  sub- 
sequent sessions  of  the  state  legislature.  A  Federalist  writer  in  the  Courant 
opined  that  the  reformers  were  insincere  throughout  the  debate,  wishing  to 
gain  political  capital  if  the  Council,  still  controlled  by  Federalists,  blocked 
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any  action;  the  Upper  House,  he  contended,  finally  agreed  to  simple  repeal  in 
order  to  frustrate  this  strategy.  Whatever  the  short-term  political  motivations, 
however,  repeal  of  the  "stand-up"  provision  was  an  important  symbolic 
change  in  the  state's  electoral  arrangements.94 

In  addition  to  issues  that  were  at  the  center  of  the  debate  about  constitu- 
tional, political,  and  economic  change  in  the  state,  the  legislators  at  the 
October  session  also  passed  some  significant  acts  and  resolutions  dealing  with 
a  cession  of  land  to  the  federal  government,  exemptions  for  seizure  of  certain 
items  of  individual  property  for  taxes  and  debt,  the  reporting  of  various  state 
moneys  received  by  the  controller,  and  the  prevention  and  control  of  small- 
pox.95 The  Public  Records  also  document  the  incorporation  of  the  Female  Edu- 
cation Society  of  New  Haven,  organized  by  prominent  women  in  that  city  to 
provide  financial  support  for  young  men  preparing  for  the  ministry,  and  a  law 
library  in  Hartford,  in  addition  to  an  unsuccessful  effort  to  obtain  the  place- 
ment of  a  federal  naval  depot  in  New  London.96 

At  the  end  of  the  session,  Federalist  commentators  continued  to  express  dis- 
gruntlement  over  the  political  forces  that  were  coming  into  alignment  against 
them.  One  writer,  referring  to  what  he  saw  as  an  "overwhelming"  Tolerationist 
majority  in  the  House,  characterized  it  as 

composed  of  old  democrats,  apostate  Federalists,  toleration- 
ists,  who  are  generally  young  lawyers  of  the  third  or  fourth 
grade,  and  who  are  office  seekers,  federalists  who  are  afraid 
of  being  turned  out  of  office,  sectarians  of  all  descriptions 
who  have  become  so  by  lodging  certificates,  and  a  few  aspir- 
ing churchmen,  who  calculate  to  lord  it  over  the  whole:  these 
however  are/<?w,  as  the  greater  part  of  the  old  steady  episco- 
palians, still  adhere  to  federal  principles  and  practices.97 

The  tide  was  moving  decisively  against  the  old  constitutional,  political,  and  reli- 
gious order,  however,  as  would  become  evident  at  the  next  legislative  session. 


94.  For  the  debate,  see  below,  pp.  301-26;  for  a  very  useful  Federalist  commentary  on  the  matter, 
see  "Letter  from  a  Member,"  Courant,  Nov.  4,  1817.  A  related  debate  over  how  votes  would  be 
counted  is  documented  in  two  unsuccessful  1817  bills  found  in  Archives,  Civil  Officers,  Ser.  2,  XIX, 
17;  Rejected  Bills,  1815-1817,  Box  4,  1817,  folder  13,docs.  35-37;  and  in  the  House  proceedings  of 
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95.  Below,  pp.  258-60,  258n,  259n,  262,  263,  263n,  269,  269n. 

96.  Below,  pp.  267-68,  267n,  281-82,  281n,  283-84,  283n. 

97.  "Letter  from  a  Member,"  Courant,  Nov.  4,  1817. 


INTRODUCTION 


Routine  Business 


Although  the  period  covered  by  this  volume  was  anything  but  routine  in  its 
overall  political  significance,  the  General  Assembly  still  found  time  to  conduct 
ordinary  business  in  the  midst  of  the  ongoing  controversies  and  conflicts  over 
the  state's  political,  constitutional,  and  religious  structure.  The  pages  below  in- 
clude a  large  number  of  resolutions  dealing  with  individual  matters  that  fell 
into  the  legislature's  purview:  divorces,  the  disposition  of  the  estates  of  minors 
and  incompetents,  authorizations  of  foreigners  to  hold  land,  individual  cases  of 
insolvency,  and  appeals  from  prisoners  for  release.  The  Public  Records  also  in- 
clude routine  resolutions  responding  to  minor  irregularities  in  the  actions  of 
local  officials,  including  tax  collectors.  In  a  similar  mode,  the  Assembly  con- 
tinued to  deal  with  the  specific  affairs  of  towns,  ecclesiastical  societies,  and 
local  schools  as  the  need  arose.  However,  the  Assembly  was  undoubtedly  feel- 
ing the  pressure  of  increased  business  in  the  expanding  and  diversifying 
society  of  the  early  nineteenth  century.  For  example,  as  part  of  a  process  by 
which  the  legislature  gradually  divested  itself  of  routine  legal  business,  it 
passed  a  law  at  the  May  1816  session  which  had  the  effect  of  moving  all  suits 
of  equity  to  the  court  system.98 

This  period  was  also  a  busy  one  economically,  as  the  state  and  nation 
emerged  from  the  disruptions  caused  by  the  War  of  1812.  Gov.  Wolcott,  as 
noted  earlier  in  this  Introduction,  made  economic  issues  a  centerpiece  of  his 
program  for  the  state,  and  the  legislators  responded,  mostly  in  piecemeal  fash- 
ion, to  a  number  of  his  recommendations.  Other,  more  routine  economic 
matters  are  fully  documented  in  the  following  pages.  After  a  surge  in  issuing 
charters  to  domestic  manufacturing  enterprises  during  the  last  years  of  the  war, 
foreign  imports  dwindled  and  the  number  of  incorporations  fell  dramatically. 
In  1816  the  legislature  failed  to  incorporate  any  and  in  1817  it  issued  only  two 
charters — to  the  Pomfret  Woolen  Manufacturing  Company  and  the  Williams 
Manufacturing  Company  in  North  Stonington" — undoubtedly  because  the 
end  of  military  conflict  opened  American  ports  to  inexpensive  British  imports, 
causing  distress  for  manufacturers  in  the  state,  who  had  difficulty  competing. 
The  number  of  new  corporations  related  to  transportation  was  also  small,  with 
only  two  turnpikes  and  one  bridge  company  incorporated  in  the  two  years  cov- 
ered by  this  volume — the  Chester  and  North  Killingworth  Turnpike  Company, 
the  Dragon  Turnpike  Company,  and  the  Norwich  and  Preston  Bridge 


98.  Below,  pp.  28-29,  28n. 

99.  Below,  pp.  193-95,  193n,  195-98,  195n 
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Company.100  However,  the  Assembly  attended  to  much  other  routine  economic 
business  relating  to  fisheries,  roads,  bridges,  ferries,  banks,  and  already-incor- 
porated factories  during  these  years.  The  legislature  passed  several  acts 
dealing  with  the  inspection  of  provisions,101  continuing  its  regulatory  role  in 
the  state's  commerce. 

Such  apparently  routine  business,  did  not,  however,  always  go  smoothly. 
Like  the  appointment  of  justices  of  the  peace,  county  court  judges,  and  militia 
officers,  disputes  involving  local  interests  often  entered  into  the  legislators' 
consideration  of  specific  matters,  prominent  examples  of  which  appear  in  this 
and  the  succeeding  volume.  The  Hartford  Bridge  Company  engaged  in  contin- 
uing disputes  with  its  neighboring  towns  over  the  effects  of  its  bridge  on  the 
navigation  of  the  Connecticut  River  and  the  status  of  the  ferries  in  its  vicin- 
ity.102 The  Union  Company  in  Middletown  found  itself  involved  in  conflicts 
with  local  landowners  over  the  impact  of  its  project  to  clear  river  channels,103 
while  disputes  surrounding  two  turnpike  companies — the  Dragon  Turnpike 
and  the  Granby  and  Barkhemstead  Turnpike — were  of  such  severity  that  the 
roads  were  apparently  never  completed.104  As  elsewhere  in  the  United  States, 
conflicts  over  such  issues  as  corporate  claims,  the  property  rights  of  individu- 
als, and  the  interests  of  the  community  accompanied  the  emergence  of  a 
dynamic  and  entrepreneurial  commercial  economy  in  the  new  nation. 


100.  Below,  pp.  42^14,  42n,  45-47,  46n,  278-80,  278-79n, 

101.  Below,  pp.  35-36,  35n,  112-13,  112n,  257-58,  257n,  261,  26 In. 

102.  Below,  pp.  73-74, 73n,  118-19, 214-15, 215n,  289-90, 290n,  and  S.R.,  XIX,  72-74, 72n. 

103.  Below,  pp.  224,  224n,  and  S.R.,  XIX,  97,  97n. 

104.  Below,  pp.  279-80n,  and  S.R.,  XIX,  432n. 


LIST  OF  ACTS 


May  1816 


An  Act  relative  to  Freemen  26 

An  Act  in  addition  to  an  Act  entitled  An  Act  concerning  Turnpike 

Roads  and  for  keeping  the  same  in  repair  26 

An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Connecticut  Asylum  for  the  education  and 

instruction  of  Deaf  and  Dumb  persons  27 

An  Act  to  repeal  part  of  an  act  therein  mentioned  28 

An  Act  to  authorise  the  several  banks  in  this  State  to  subscribe  for 

stock  in  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  29 

An  Act  in  addition  to  an  Act  regulating  the  streets  and  buildings  in  the 
City  of  Hartford,  and  for  preserving  the  health  of  the  Inhabit- 
ants thereof  29 

An  Act  in  addition  of  an  Act  entitled,  An  Act  for  regulating  gaols 

and  gaolers  30 

An  Act  in  alteration  of  an  Act,  entitled,  An  Act  for  the  punishment  of 

divers  capital  and  other  felonies  3 1 

An  Act  for  the  punishment  of  Adultery  3 1 

An  Act  in  alteration  of  an  Act  entitled,  An  Act  for  the  due  observance 

of  the  Sabbath  or  Lord's  Day  32 

An  Act  to  repeal  part  of  an  Act  entitled,  An  Act  for  regulating  and  or- 
derly celebrating  of  marriages;  and  for  preventing  and 
punishing  incestuous  and  other  unlawful  marriages  32 

An  Act  to  repeal  part  of  an  Act  entitled,  An  Act  for  restraining  the 

taking  of  excessive  usury  33 

An  Act  in  addition  to  an  Act  entitled  An  Act  to  authorise  the  Superior 

Court  to  grant  relief  in  certain  cases  of  insolvency  33 

An  Act  in  addition  to  an  Act  entitled  An  Act  for  forming  and  conduct- 
ing the  military  force  of  this  State  34 

An  Act  in  addition  to  an  Act  entitled,  An  Act  in  addition  to  and  alteration 
of  an  Act  for  the  inspection  of  Provisions  and  other  articles  of 
commerce  35 

An  Act  in  addition  to  an  Act,  for  the  Inspection  of  Provisions,  and 

other  articles  of  commerce  35 


liv  LIST  OF  ACTS 


October  1816 


An  Act  to  enlarge  the  powers  of  Justices  of  the  Peace  101 

An  Act  in  alteration  of  an  Act  entitled  An  Act  in  addition  to,  and  alter- 
ation of  an  Act,  entitled  an  Act  for  Regulating  Ferries  102 

An  Act  regulating  Fees  in  certain  cases  and  for  other  purposes  102 

An  Act  in  addition  to  An  Act  appointing,  Regulating  and  encouraging 

schools  105 

An  Act  in  addition  to,  and  alteration  of  an  Act,  entitled  An  Act  for  the 

direction  of  Listers  in  their  office  and  duty  106 

An  Act  in  addition  to  an  Act,  entitled  An  Act  providing  for  the  settle- 
ment of  the  estates  of  deceased  persons,  in  certain  cases  therein 
specified  106 

An  Act  to  Repeal  an  Act  entitled  An  Act  in  further  addition  to  an  Act 

for  encouraging  and  Regulating  Fisheries,  passed  in  May  1810  107 

An  Act  relative  to  Bank  Notes  and  the  circulation  thereof  in  this  State  1 08 

An  Act  in  further  addition  to  and  alteration  of  an  Act  entitled  An  Act 

for  encouraging  and  Regulating  Fisheries  109 

An  Act  in  further  addition  to  the  Act  entitled  An  Act  concerning  Book 

Debts  109 

An  Act  in  addition  to  and  alteration  of  the  Act  for  forming  and  con- 
ducting the  Military  force  of  this  State  1 10 

An  Act  in  addition  to  an  Act  for  the  inspection  of  Provisions  and  other 

articles  of  commerce  112 

An  Act  for  the  support  of  Literature  and  Religion  113 


May  1817 

An  Act  securing  equal  rights,  powers  and  privileges  to  Christians  of 

every  denomination  in  this  State  179 

An  Act,  in  addition  to  an  Act,  entitled  An  Act,  for  the  support  of  Liter- 
ature and  Religion  180 

An  Act  in  further  addition  to,  and  alteration  of  an  Act  entitled  an  Act 

to  incorporate  the  Hartford  Bank  1 8 1 

An  Act  in  addition  to,  and  alteration  of  an  Act,  entitled  An  Act  to 

incorporate  the  Phoenix  Bank  182 

An  Act  relating  to  the  Gaol  in  the  town  and  County  of  New-London  182 

An  Act  in  addition  to  the  Act  entitled  An  Act  for  forming  and  con- 
ducting the  Military  force  of  this  State  1 83 


LIST  OF  ACTS  lv 

An  Act  in  addition  to  an  Act  entitled  An  Act  for  forming  and  conduct- 
ing the  Military  force  of  this  State  1 83 

An  Act  in  alteration  of  an  Act  entitled  An  Act  for  instituting,  defining 

and  regulating  the  office  of  Controller  of  Public  Accounts  1 84 

An  Act  in  further  addition  to  the  Act  entitled  An  Act  for  appointing, 

regulating  and  encouraging  schools  1 84 

An  Act  to  repeal  part  of  an  Act  entitled  An  Act  laying  a  duty  in  certain 

cases  1 85 

An  Act  in  addition  to  an  Act  for  the  direction  of  Listers  in  their  office 

and  duty  186 

An  Act  relating  to  claims  disallowed  by  Executors  or  Administrators  1 87 


October  1817 

An  Act  to  regulate  the  inspection  of  pine  and  cedar  shingles,  intended 

to  be  sold  in  this  State,  or  to  be  exported  therefrom  257 

An  Act  to  authorize  a  cession  of  Jurisdiction  in  certain  lands  to  the 

United  States,  and  for  other  purposes  258 

An  act  in  addition  to  an  act,  entitled  an  act  for  exempting  certain  prop- 
erty from  being  taken  by  warrant  or  execution  259 

An  act  in  addition  to  the  act  entitled  An  act  to  incorporate  the  New- 
Haven  Fire  Insurance  Company  260 

An  act  in  further  addition  to  an  act  entitled  An  act  for  erecting  and 

continuing  a  sign-post  in  each  town  in  this  State  260 

An  act  for  regulating  the  market,  and  for  ascertaining  the  weight,  of 

bunches  of  onions  26 1 

An  act,  in  addition  to  an  Act  for  regulating  and  auditing  the  public 

Accounts  262 

An  act  in  addition  to  an  act  entitled  An  act  for  the  encouraging  and 

regulating  fisheries  262 

An  act  to  prevent  the  prevalence  of  the  small  pox  263 

An  act  relating  to  the  Gaol  in  the  town  and  County  of  New-London  263 

An  act  in  alteration  of  the  Statute,  entitled  An  act  in  addition  to  and  al- 
teration of  the  Statute,  entitled  an  act  for  regulating  the  election 
of  Governour,  Lieutenant-Governour,  Assistants,  &c.  and  in 
addition  to  and  alteration  of  the  Statute,  entitled  an  act  for  regu- 
lating the  election  of  Senators  and  Representatives  for  this 
State,  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  264 

An  act  to  extend  the  jurisdiction  of  the  several  city  courts  in  this  State  265 


At  a  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Connecticut  holden  at  Hartford 
in  said  State;  on  the  second  Thursday  of  May,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord,  one  thousand  eight  Hundred  and  sixteen. 


Present1 


His  Excellency  John  Cotton  Smith  Esquire,  Governour 

His  Honour  Jonathan  Ingersoll  Esquire  Lieutenant  Governour 


1.  The  session  ran  from  May  9  to  May  31:  House  Journal.  On  May  13,  1816,  the  Mirror 
reported  the  following  votes  for  state  officers: 
Governor 

John  Cotton  Smith  (Federalist)  1 1 ,386 

Scattering  (Federalist)  1 89 

Oliver  Wolcott  (Tolerationist)  10,170 

Scattering  (Tolerationist)  14 

Lieutenant  Governor 

Jonathan  Ingersoll  (Tolerationist)  10,494 

Calvin  Goddard  (Federalist)  8,635 

Scattering  (Federalist)  406 

For  the  significance  of  this  election,  see  above,  pp.  xix-x\ii.  The  state  had  been  without  a  lieuten- 
ant governor  since  the  death  of  Chauncey  Goodrich  in  August  1815:  S.R.,  XVII,  477-78. 
Jonathan  Ingersoll  (1747-1823),  previously  a  Superior  Court  judge,  had  recently  broken  with  the 
Federalist  leadership  and  joined  the  Tolerationist  movement;  he  was  re-elected  when  Oliver 
Wolcott  gained  the  governorship  in  1817:  Dexter,  Yale  Biographies,  III,  187-89. 

The  ranks  of  the  Council  had  been  depleted  by  the  appointment  of  two  members  to  the  Supe- 
rior Court  and  the  departure  of  Theodore  Dwight  to  New  York  (S.R.,  XVII,  409n),  resulting  in  the 
choice  of  three  new  assistants.  All  three  were  lawyers  and  graduates  of  Yale  College.  Noah  B. 
Benedict  (1771-1831)  had  served  as  a  representative  to  the  Assembly  from  Woodbury,  justice  of 
the  peace,  and  probate  judge.  William  Perkins  (1770-1820)  had  been  a  justice  of  the  peace  and 
had  represented  Ashford  in  the  Assembly;  he  later  served  in  the  1818  Constitutional  Convention. 
Samuel  B.  Sherwood  (1767-1833),  also  a  justice  of  the  peace,  had  represented  Fairfield  in  the  As- 
sembly and  served  a  term  in  the  U.S.  Congress  from  1817  to  1819.  Dexter,  Yale  Biographies,  IV, 
507-8,  590-91;  V,  33-34.  Frederick  Wolcott,  whose  name  does  not  appear  on  the  initial  session 
list,  was  re-elected  to  the  Council:  below,  p.  6. 
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May, 


The  Honourable  Asher  Miller 
Aaron  Austin 
Jonathan  Brace 
Elizur  Goodrich 
Matthew  Griswold 
Henry  Champion 
Roger  M.  Sherman 
Samuel  W.  Johnson 
Noah  B.  Benedict 
William  Perkins 
Samuel  B.  Sherwood 


Assistants 


The  Representatives  from  the  several  Towns  were2 


Sylvester  Wells,  Henry  Seymour  from  Hartford 

Ethan  A.  Andrews,  Phinehas  Johnson  from  Berlin 

Enos  Ives  from  Bristol 

Giles  Humphrey  from  Burlington 

James  Humphreys  from  Canton 

Shubael  Griswold,  Benjamin  Lyman  from  East  Hartford 

John  Stoughton  Jr.,  Eli  B.  Haskell  from  East  Windsor 

Elam  O.  Potter,  William  Dixon  from  Enfield 

John  Mix,  Solomon  Cowles  from  Farmington 

Jonathan  Welles,  Marvin  Dayton  from  Glastenbury 

Joab  Griffin  Junr.,  Joel  Holcomb  from  Granby 

Philander  Humphrey,  Israel  Williams  from  Hartland 

Elisha  Buell  from  Marlborough 

Elisha  Phelps,  Daniel  Wilcox  from  Simsbury 

Roswell  Moore,  Roger  Whittlesey  from  Southington 

Christopher  Jones,  Horace  King  from  Suffield 

Ezekiel  P.  Belden,  Frederick  Robbins  from  Wethersfield 

Ebenezer  Hickox,  Oliver  Mather  from  Windsor 

Charles  Denison,  William  Bristol  from  New  Haven 

James  Barker,  Josiah  J.  Linsley  from  Branford 

Charles  Shelton,  Elias  Gaylord  from  Cheshire 

John  Humphreys  Junr.  from  Derby 


2.  The  Federalist  newspapers  reported  in  April  that  there  would  be  about  80  opposition  members 
in  the  House;  other  sources  had  the  Tolerationist  numbers  around  85.  Mirror,  Apr.  15.  29,  1816; 
Courant,  Apr.  16,  1816;  Purcell,  Connecticut  in  Transition,  p.  216.  The  elections  of  Worthington 
Chauncey  (Durham)  and  Eleazer  Tracy  (Franklin)  were  disputed:  House  Journal.  May  10,  1816. 
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James  Thompson  from  East  Haven 

Joseph  Elliot,  Samuel  Robinson  from  Guilford 

Amasa  Bradley  from  Hamden 

James  Baldwin  from  Meriden 

Philo  Bronson  from  Middlebury 

Benjamin  Bull,  Samuel  B.  Gunn  from  Milford 

Jacob  Bassett  from  North  Haven 

Jared  Hawley  from  Oxford 

Moses  Wheeler  from  Southbury 

Edward  Barker,  William  Marks  from  Wallingford 

Andrew  Adams,  James  Scovill  from  Waterbury 

Ambrose  Ives  from  Wolcott 

Justus  Thomas,  Robert  Clark  from  Woodbridge 

Christopher  Manwaring,  John  P.  Trott  from  New  London 

Charles  Thomas,  Roger  Huntington  from  Norwich 

Joshua  Stark  from  Bozrah 

John  R.  Watrous,  Benjamin  Trumbull  from  Colchester 

Eleazar  Tracy  from  Franklin 

John  Tyler  from  Griswold 

Elisha  Haley,  William  Williams  from  Groton 

Levi  Perkins  from  Lisbon 

Ebenezer  Brockway,  Harris  Tinker  from  Lyme 

William  W.  Haughton  from  Montville 

Chester  Smith,  Daniel  Packer  from  North  Stonington 

Avery  Downer,  Nathaniel  Kimball  from  Preston 

William  Randall,  Amos  Denison  from  Stonington 

Charles  Avery  from  Waterford 

David  Hill,  John  Hull  from  Fairfield 

Elijah  Gregory,  Eliakim  Peck  from  Danbury 

Noah  A.  Lacy  from  Brookfield 

Isaac  How,  Enos  Lockwood  from  Greenwich 

David  B.  Newton,  Israel  A.  Beardslee  from  Huntington 

Samuel  St.  John  from  New  Canaan 

Seelye  Richmond  from  New  Fairfield 

Josiah  Fairchild,  Marcus  Botsford  from  Newtown 

Benjamin  Isaacs,  John  Eversley  from  Norwalk 

Isaac  Beach,  Hezekiah  Read  Junr.  from  Redding 

Joshua  King,  Timothy  Keeler  from  Ridgefield 

Jedediah  Graves  from  Sherman 

John  Brown  Jr.,  Solomon  Clason  from  Stamford 
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Levi  Curtis,  Nathaniel  L.  Wheeler  from  Stratford 

Jonathan  Beers  Junr.  from  Trumbull 

Joseph  Bennett,  Eliphalet  Coley  from  Weston 

Daniel  Church  Junr.  from  Wilton 

Dudley  Hovey.  Gamaliel  Manning  from  Windham 

Ebenezer  Byles,  Nathan  Howard  from  Ashford 

Benjamin  Pierce  from  Brooklyn 

Rufus  Adams,  David  Butts  from  Canterbury 

Benjamin  Lyman  from  Columbia 

Solomon  Taintor  from  Hampton 

William  Torrey,  Nathan  Fuller  from  Killingly 

Ebenezer  Johnson,  John  Robinson  from  Lebanon 

Zalmon  Storrs,  Frederick  Freeman  from  Mansfield 

John  Lester,  Levi  Robinson  from  Plainfield 

John  H.  Payson,  Samuel  Allen  2d  from  Pomfret 

Dixon  Hall  from  Sterling 

Isaac  Davis,  Simon  Davis  Junr.  from  Thompson 

James  Alexander  from  Voluntovvn 

Theophilus  B.  Chandler,  William  Bowen  from  Woodstock 

William  Beebe,  Jonathan  Buell  from  Litchfield 

Josiah  H.  Hart.  John  Merrill  from  Barkhamsted 

Nathan  Hawley  from  Bethlem 

Joshua  Cornwall.  Samuel  F.  Adam  from  Canaan 

Nathan  Bass,  Seth  Marshall  from  Colebrook 

Oliver  Burnham.  John  H.  Pierce  from  Cornwall 

Adino  Hale,  Theodore  North  from  Goshen 

Cyprian  Webster,  William  C.  Abernethy  from  Harwinton 

Matthew  Elliot  from  Kent 

William  Cook.  Thomas  Lee  from  New  Hartford 

Elijah  Boardman.  Ithamar  Canfteld  from  New  Milford 

Nathaniel  Stevens.  Elizur  Munger  from  Norfolk 

Calvin  Butler  from  Plymouth 

Silas  Miner  from  Roxbury 

Elisha  Sterling.  Jonathan  Scoville  from  Salisbury 

Oliver  Kellogg,  Samuel  Rockwell  from  Sharon 

Russell  C.  Abernethy,  Thaddeus  Griswold  from  Torrington 

Judah  Eldred  from  Warren 

Samuel  Leavitt,  Daniel  B.  Brinsmade  from  Washington 

David  Baldwin  from  Watertown 

Phinehas  Miner.  Giles  Russell  from  Winchester 
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Nathan  Preston,  Reuben  Martin  from  Woodbury 

Samuel  Gill,  Jozeb  Stocking  from  Middletown 

Enoch  Sage,  Nehemiah  Gates  from  Chatham 

Dan  Parmelee,  Worthington  G.  Chauncey  from  Durham 

Josiah  Barber,  Che  vers  Brainerd  from  East  Haddam 

Ezra  Brainerd,  Timothy  Chapman  from  Haddam 

George  Carter,  David  Kelsey  from  Killingworth 

Samuel  Hart,  Clark  Nott  from  Saybrook 

Jonathan  Barnes,  Ephraim  West  from  Tolland 

Jonah  Strickland  from  Bolton 

Nathaniel  Root,  Daniel  Burnap  from  Coventry 

Asa  Willey  from  Ellington 

John  S.  Peters,  John  Payne  from  Hebron 

Richard  Pease,  Oliver  Chapin  2d  from  Somers 

Billings  Grant,  William  Eaton  from  Stafford 

Robert  Paul,  Ingoldsby  W.  Crawford  from  Union 

Phinehas  Talcott  from  Vernon 

Zebulon  Crocker,  Rhodolphus  Woodworth  from  Willington 

Charles  Denison  Esquire  Speaker. 

Elisha  Sterling  and 

Rufus  Adams  Esquires  Clerks3 


The  Honourable  Asher  Miller,  Aaron  Austin,  Jonathan  Brace,  Elizur  Good- 
rich, Matthew  Griswold,  Henry  Champion,  Frederick  Wolcott,  Roger  M. 
Sherman  and  Samuel  W.  Johnson  with  Messrs.  Frederick  Robbins,  Dixon, 
Bristol,  Linsley,  Trumbull,  Roger  Huntington,  Hill,  Isaacs,  S.  Davis  Junr.,  Al- 
exander, Russel  C.  Abernethy,  Samuel  F.  Adam,  Gill,  Nott,  A.  Willy  and  Peters 


3.  All  three  men  were  Yale  graduates.  Denison  had  served  as  speaker  in  October  1815,  while 
the  others  were  first-time  clerks.  Denison  (1778-1825)  had  studied  law  under  Charles  Chauncey 
and  practiced  in  New  Haven,  where  he  had  served  as  city  attorney,  alderman,  and  clerk  of  the  U.S. 
district  court.  An  Episcopalian  aligned  with  the  Federalist  party,  he  was  a  justice  of  the  peace, 
many-time  representative  from  New  Haven,  and  a  former  clerk  of  the  House.  He  suffered  from  lung 
disease  and  declined  election  to  Congress  in  October  1816:  below,  p.  84n.  Sterling  (1765-1836) 
studied  law  with  John  Cotton  Smith  and  practiced  in  Salisbury.  In  addition  to  representing  that  town 
in  the  Assembly,  he  was  a  justice  of  the  peace,  probate  judge,  state's  attorney  for  Litchfield  County, 
and  a  major  general  in  the  state  militia.  Adams  (1774-1840)  was  a  Canterbury  lawyer,  justice  of  the 
peace,  and  many-time  state  representative.  Dexter,  Yale  Biographies,  IV,  574-75:  V,  138, 192-93. 
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are  appointed  a  committee  to  receive  and  count  the  votes  of  the  Freeman  [sic] 
of  this  State,  returned  to  this  Assembly  for  Governour,  Lieutenant  Governour, 
Assistants,  Treasurer  and  Secretary,  and  to  declare  the  several  persons  elected 
to  those  respective  offices  for  the  year  ensuing. 

To  the  Honourable  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Connecticut  now  in 
session-The  committee  appointed  to  receive  and  count  the  votes  of  the  Free- 
man of  this  State  returned  to  this  Assembly  for  Governour,  Lieutenant 
Governour,  Assistants,  Treasurer  and  Secretary  for  the  year  ensuing,  reports, 
that  they  have  performed  the  duties  assigned  them,  and  find  that  His  Excel- 
lency John  Cotton  Smith  is  elected  Governour  and  the  Honorable  Jonathan 
Ingersoll  Lieutenant  Governour  for  the  year  ensuing  and  the  committee  have 
caused  them  to  be  proclaimed  accordingly,  and  that  the  Honourable 

Asher  Miller 

Aaron  Austin 

Jonathan  Brace 

Elizur  Goodrich 

Matthew  Griswold 

Henry  Champion 

Frederick  Wolcott 

Roger  Minot  Sherman 

Samuel  W.  Johnson 

Noah  B.  Benedict 

William  Perkins,  and 

Samuel  B.  Sherwood  Esquires  are  chosen  Assistants. 
Andrew  Kingsbury  Esquire  Treasurer  and  Thomas  Day  Esquire  Secretary  for 
the  year  ensuing  and  they  have  been  declared  accordingly 
Signed 
By  order  A.  Miller 

The  Oath  prescribed  by  the  laws  of  this  State  for  Governour  was  duly  ad- 
ministered to  His  Excellency  John  Cotton  Smith,  now  chosen  Governour  of 
this  State,  who  thereupon  took  his  Seat  in  this  Assembly  accordingly. 

The  Oath  prescribed  by  the  laws  of  this  State  for  Lieutenant  Governour  was 
duly  administered  to  his  Honour  Jonathan  Ingersol  now  chosen  Lieutenant 
Governour  of  this  State  who  thereupon  took  his  Seat  in  this  Assembly  accordingly. 


1816  OF  CONNECTICUT  7 

The  Oath  prescribed  by  the  laws  of  this  State  for  Assistants  was  duly  adminis- 
tered to  the  Honourable  Asher  Miller,  Aaron  Austin,  Jonathan  Brace,  Eli/.ur 
Goodrich,  Matthew  Griswold,  Henry  Champion,  Roger  M.  Sherman,  Samuel  W. 
Johnson,  Noah  B.  Benedict,  William  Perkins  and  Samuel  B.  Sherwood  Esquires, 
now  chosen  Assistants  who  thereupon  took  their  seats  in  this  Assembly 
accordingly. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Elisha  Colt  Esquire  Controller  of  Public  Ac- 
counts of  this  State  for  the  year  ensuing. 

To  the  Honourable  General  Assembly  now  in  session,  your  Honors'  com- 
mittee appointed  to  receive,  sort  and  count  the  votes  of  the  Freeman  of  this 
State  for  persons  to  stand  in  nomination  for  Election  as  Representatives  in 
Congress,  respectfully  report  that  on  the  eighth  day  of  the  present  session  they 
attended  to  the  business  of  their  appointment  and  find  that  the  eighteen  persons 
hereafter  named  have  the  greatest  number  of  the  votes  of  the  freeman  of  this 
State  to  stand  in  nomination  for  election  as  Representatives  of  the  people  of 
this  State  in  the  fifteenth  Congress  of  the  United  States,  viz.4 
The  Honourable  John  Davenport  Junr. 
Hon.  Benjamin  Tal[l]madge 
Timothy  Pitkin 
Jonathan  Ogden  Moseley 
Lewis  Burr  Sturges 
Epaphroditus  Champion 
Lyman  Law 
Nathan  Smith  Esquire 
Sylvanus  Backus  Esquire 
James  Guold  Esqr. 
Samuel  Burr  Sherwood  Esquire 
Charles  Denison  Esqr. 
Nathaniel  Terry  Esquire 
Uriel  Holmes  Esquire 
Ebenezer  Huntington  Esqr. 
Thomas  Scott  Williams  Esqr. 


4.  The  seven  incumbent  congressmen,  indicated  by  the  title  "Hon.,"  headed  the  list:  S.R.,  XVII, 
152.  The  Courant  reported  the  votes  for  the  nomination  on  May  21,  1816.  They  ranged  from  5.483  for 
Nathan  Smith  to  3,443  for  John  Davenport,  Jr.;  both  Davenport  and  Bacon,  the  paper  stated,  lost  votes 
because  "Junr."  was  omitted  on  a  number  of  ballots.  Davenport,  Tallmadge,  Smith,  and  Guold  (or 
Gould)  declined  the  nominations  {Journal,  Jul.  23, 30,  Aug.  20, 1 8 1 6;  Mirror,  Sep.  9,  1 8 1 6)  and  the  fall 
elections  saw  the  choice  of  five  new  congressmen:  above,  p.  xxv,  and  below,  pp.  83-84,  83-84n. 
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Asa  Bacon  Junr.  Esqr. 
Sylvester  Gilbert  Esquire 

Signed  by  Order  Samuel  W.  Johnson 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  the  Honourable  Zepheniah  Swift,  Chief  Judge  of 
the  Superior  Court  in  this  State  for  the  year  ensuing. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  the  Honourable  John  Trumbull,  William 
Edmond,  Nathaniel  Smith,  Jeremiah  G.  Brainard,  Simeon  Baldwin,  Calvin 
Goddard,  Stephen  T.  Hosmer  and  James  Guold  Esquires  judges  of  the 
Superiour  Court  in  this  State  for  the  year  ensuing.5 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  the  Honourable  Jonathan  Brace  Judge  of  the 
County  Court  for  the  County  of  Hartford  for  the  year  ensuing. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  the  Honourable  Elizur  Goodrich  Judge  of  the 
County  Court  for  the  County  of  New  Haven  for  the  year  ensuing. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Elias  Perkins  Esquire  Judge  of  the  County  Court 
for  the  County  of  New  London  for  the  year  ensuing. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Nathan  Wheeler  Esquire  Judge  of  the  County 
Court  for  the  County  of  Fairfield  for  the  year  ensuing. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Jabez  Clark  Esquire  Judge  of  the  County  Court 
for  the  County  of  Windham  for  the  year  ensuing. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Augustus  Pettibone  Esquire  Judge  of  the  County 
Court  for  the  County  of  Litchfield  for  the  year  ensuing. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  the  Honorable  Asher  Miller  Judge  of  the  County 
Court  for  the  County  of  Middlesex  for  the  year  ensuing. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Sylvester  Gilbert  Esquire  Judge  of  the  County 
Court  for  the  County  of  Tolland  for  the  year  ensuing. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  the  Honourable  Jonathan  Brace  Judge  of  Probate 
for  the  district  of  Hartford  for  the  year  ensuing. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  the  Honourable  Elizur  Goodrich  Judge  of  Pro- 
bate for  the  district  of  New  Haven  for  the  year  ensuing. 


5.  Jonathan  Ingersoll's  election  as  lieutenant  governor  (above,  p.  In)  opened  a  position  on  the 
Superior  Court.  James  Gould  (or  Guold;  1770-1 838)  had  graduated  first  in  his  class  at  Yale  College 
and  was  appointed  a  tutor  in  1793.  He  subsequently  attended  the  Litchfield  law  school  under 
Tapping  Reeve,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1798;  upon  Reeve's  appointment  to  the  Superior 
Court  in  the  same  year,  Gould  became  his  assistant  at  the  law  school,  and  remained  a  central  figure 
in  its  operation  until  it  closed  in  1833;  Gould  also  served  as  a  justice  of  the  peace  for  Litchfield 
County.  ANB. 
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This  Assembly  do  appoint  the  Honourable  Matthew  Griswold  Judge  of  Pro- 
bate for  the  district  of  New  London  for  the  year  ensuing. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Samuel  Rowland  Esquire  Judge  of  Probate  for 
the  district  of  Fairfield  for  the  year  ensuing. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Hezekiah  Ripley  Esquire  Judge  of  Probate  for 
the  district  of  Windham  for  the  year  ensuing. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  the  Honourable  Frederick  Wolcott  Judge  of  Pro- 
bate for  the  district  of  Litchfield  for  the  year  ensuing. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  the  Honourable  Asher  Miller  Judge  of  Probate 
for  the  district  of  Middletown  for  the  year  ensuing. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Rufus  Adams  Esquire  Judge  of  Probate  for  the 
district  of  Plainfield  for  the  year  ensuing. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Henry  Hill  Esquire  Judge  of  Probate  for  the  dis- 
trict of  Guilford  for  the  year  ensuing. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Augustus  Pettibone  Esquire  Judge  of  Probate  for 
the  district  of  Norfolk  for  the  year  ensuing. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  John  Strong  Junr.  Esquire  Judge  of  Probate  for 
the  district  of  Woodbury  for  the  year  ensuing. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Joseph  Wood  Esquire  Judge  of  Probate  for  the 
district  of  Stamford  for  the  year  ensuing. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Daniel  B.  Cooke  Esquire  Judge  of  Probate  for 
the  district  of  Danbury  for  the  year  ensuing. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Isaac  Spencer  2d  Esquire  Judge  of  Probate  for 
the  district  of  East  Haddam  for  the  year  ensuing. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Nathaniel  Shipman  Esquire  Judge  of  Probate  for 
the  district  of  Norwich  for  the  year  ensuing. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Lemuel  Grosvenor  Esquire  Judge  of  Probate  for 
the  district  of  Pomfret  for  the  year  ensuing. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Elisha  Sterling  Esquire  Judge  of  Probate  for  the 
district  of  Sharon  for  the  year  ensuing. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Jonathan  Barnes  Esquire  Judge  of  Probate  for 
the  district  of  Stafford  for  the  year  ensuing. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Solomon  Everest  Esquire  Judge  of  Probate  for 
the  district  of  Simsbury  for  the  year  ensuing. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Ralph  Hurlbut  Esquire  Judge  of  Probate  for  the 
district  of  Stonington  for  the  year  ensuing. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  John  Mix  Esquire  Judge  of  Probate  for  the  dis- 
trict of  Farmington  for  the  year  ensuing. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  George  W.  Stanley  Esquire  Judge  of  Probate  for 
the  district  of  Wallingford  for  the  year  ensuing. 
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This  Assembly  do  appoint  Jonathan  Lay  Esquire  Judge  of  Probate  for  the 
district  of  Saybrook  for  the  year  ensuing. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  the  Honourable  Samuel  W.  Johnson  Judge  of 
Probate  for  the  district  of  Stratford  for  the  year  ensuing. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Henry  Terry  Esquire  Judge  of  Probate  for  the  dis- 
trict of  East  Windsor  for  the  year  ensuing. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  John  Kingsbury  Esquire  Judge  of  Probate  for  the 
district  of  Waterbury  for  the  year  ensuing. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Clark  Bissell  Esquire,  Judge  of  Probate  for  the 
district  of  Norwalk  for  the  year  ensuing. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  David  S.  Boardman  Esquire,  Judge  of  Probate 
for  the  district  of  New  Milford  for  the  year  ensuing. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Sylvester  Gilbert  Esquire  Judge  of  Probate  for 
the  district  of  Hebron  for  the  year  ensuing. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Pliny  Hillyer  Esquire,  Judge  of  Probate  for  the 
district  of  Granby  for  the  year  ensuing. 


This  Assembly  do  appoint  Pliny  Hillyer  Esquire  Justice  of  the  Peace  and 
Quorum  in  and  for  the  County  of  Hartford  for  the  year  ensuing. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  John  Mix  Esquire  Justice  of  the  Peace  and 
Quorum  in  and  for  the  County  of  Hartford  for  the  year  ensuing. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Samuel  Woodruff  Esqr.  Justice  of  the  Peace  and 
Quorum  in  and  for  the  County  of  Hartford  for  the  year  ensuing. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Thomas  Day  Esquire  Justice  of  the  Peace  and 
Quorum  in  and  for  the  County  of  Hartford  for  the  year  ensuing. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  John  Kingsbury  Esquire  Justice  of  the  Peace  and 
Quorum  in  and  for  the  County  of  New  Haven  for  the  year  ensuing. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Dyer  White  Esquire  Justice  of  the  Peace  and 
Quorum  in  and  for  the  County  of  New  Haven  for  the  year  ensuing. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Nathaniel  Griffing  Esqr.  Justice  of  the  Peace  and 
Quorum  in  and  for  the  County  of  New  Haven  for  the  year  ensuing. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Isaac  Mills  Esquire  Justice  of  the  Peace  and 
Quorum  in  and  for  the  County  of  New  Haven  for  the  year  ensuing. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  the  Honourable  Matthew  Griswold,  Justice  of  the 
Peace  and  Quorum  in  and  for  the  County  of  New  London  for  the  year  ensuing. 
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This  Assembly  do  appoint  the  Honourable  Henry  Champion  Justice  of  the 
Peace  and  Quorum  in  and  for  the  County  of  New  London  the  year  ensuing. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Nathaniel  Shipman  Esquire  Justice  of  the  Peace 
and  Quorum  in  and  for  the  County  of  New  London  for  the  year  ensuing. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Luther  Spalding  Esquire,  Justice  of  the  Peace 
and  Quorum  in  and  for  the  County  of  New  London  for  the  year  ensuing. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Joseph  Silliman  Esquire  Justice  of  the  Peace  and 
Quorum  in  and  for  the  County  of  Fairfield  the  year  ensuing. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Daniel  B.  Cooke  Esquire  Justice  of  the  Peace  and 
Quorum  in  and  for  the  County  of  Fairfield  for  the  year  ensuing. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Samuel  Whiting  Esquire,  Justice  of  the  Peace 
and  Quorum  in  and  for  the  County  of  Fairfield  for  the  year  ensuing.6 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Henry  Belden  Esquire.  Justice  of  the  Peace  and 
Quorum  in  and  for  the  County  of  Fairfield  for  the  year  ensuing. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Hezekiah  Ripley  Esqr.  Justice  of  the  Peace  and 
Quorum  in  and  for  the  County  of  Windham  for  the  year  ensuing. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Lemuel  Ingolls  Esquire  Justice  of  the  Peace  and 
Quorum  in  and  for  the  County  of  Windham  for  the  year  ensuing. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  James  Gordon  Junr.  Esqr.  Justice  of  the  Peace 
and  Quorum  in  and  for  the  County  of  Windham  the  year  ensuing. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Thaddeus  Larned  Esquire  Justice  of  the  Peace 
and  Quorum  in  and  for  the  County  of  Windham  for  the  year  ensuing. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Daniel  N.  Brinsmade  Esqr.  Justice  of  the  Peace 
and  Quorum  in  and  for  the  County  of  Litchfield  for  the  year  ensuing. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Uriel  Holmes  Esquire  Justice  of  the  Peace  and 
Quorum  in  and  for  the  County  of  Litchfield  for  the  year  ensuing. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Moses  Lyman  Junr.  Esqr.  Justice  of  the  Peace 
and  Quorum  in  and  for  the  County  of  Litchfield  for  the  year  ensuing. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Oliver  Burnham  Esquire  Justice  of  the  Peace  and 
Quorum  in  and  for  the  County  of  Litchfield  the  year  ensuing. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Eliphalet  Holmes  Esquire,  Justice  of  the  Peace 
and  Quorum  in  and  for  the  County  of  Middlesex  for  the  year  ensuing. 


6.  The  copyist  indicated  by  an  asterisk  that  this  line,  inserted  at  the  bottom  of  the  manuscript 
page,  was  intended  to  appear  at  this  point  in  the  text. 
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This  Assembly  do  appoint  William  Morgan  Esquire  Justice  of  the  Peace  and 
Quorum  in  and  for  the  County  of  Middlesex  for  the  year  ensuing. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Seth  Overton  Esquire  Justice  of  the  Peace  and 
Quorum  in  and  for  the  County  of  Middlesex  the  year  ensuing. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Lemuel  Storrs  Esquire  Justice  of  the  Peace  and 
Quorum  in  and  for  the  County  of  Middlesex  for  the  year  ensuing. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Oliver  King  Esquire,  Justice  of  the  Peace  and 
Quorum,  in  and  for  the  County  of  Tolland  for  the  year  ens[uing]. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  John  Hall  Esquire  Justice  of  the  Peace  and 
Quorum,  in  and  for  the  County  of  Tolland  for  the  year  ensuing. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Joel  Jones  Esquire  Justice  of  the  Peace  and 
Quorum  in  and  for  the  County  of  Tolland  for  the  year  ensuing. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Saul  Alvord  Junr.  Esquire  Justice  of  the  Peace 
and  Quorum  in  and  for  the  County  of  Tolland  for  the  year  ensuing. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Jonathan  Bull,  William  Moseley,  Nathaniel 
Terry,  Enoch  Perkins,  Ephraim  Root,  Andrew  Kingsbury,  John  Caldwell, 
Amasa  Keyes,  Thomas  Chester,  Elisha  Colt,  Jonathan  W.  Edwards,  John 
Morgan,  Ichabod  L.  Skinner,  Thomas  S.  Williams,  Walter  Mitchell,  Samuel 
Cowles,  John  M.  Gannett,  Elisha  Mix,  Joseph  Trumbull,  Seth  Terry,  Sheldon 
W.  Candee,  Amos  Horsford,  James  North,  Daniel  Dunbar,  David  Webster, 
Roger  Norton,  Ezra  Scovil,  David  Whittlesey,  Ethan  A.  Andrew,  Enos  Ives, 
Bryan  Hooker,  Abraham  Pettibone,  Simeon  Hart,  Bliss  Hart,  Ezra  Adams,  Sol- 
omon Everest,  James  Humphrey,  Jasper  Bidwell,  William  Stone,  George 
Griswold,  Shubael  Griswold,  Samuel  Pitkin,  Timothy  Hall,  Theodore  Pitkin, 
John  Olds,  Alexander  McChain,  Roswell  Grant,  Caleb  Booth,  Charles  Jencks, 
John  Stoughton  Junr.,  Timothy  Ellsworth,  Jonathan  Bartlett,  Joel  Holkins, 
Noah  Sadd,  Eli  B.  Haskell,  Henry  Terry,  John  Taylor,  Elam  O.  Potter,  William 
Dixon,  John  Treadwell,  Timothy  Pitkin,  Roger  Hooker,  George  Norton, 
Ezekiel  Cowles,  Horace  Cowles,  Phillip  Sellew,  Zephaniah  H.  Smith,  Elisha 
Hale,  Pardon  Brown,  Andrew  Hillyer,  Hezekiah  Holcomb,  Joseph  Cornish, 
Nathaniel  Pratt,  Caleb  Merriman,  Asa  Haynes,  John  Treat,  Philander 
Humphreys,  Abiathan  Newton,  Elijah  Coe,  Ephraim  Selby,  Nathaniel 
Bosworth,  Joel  Foote,  Israel  Foote,  Elisha  Buel,  Calvin  Barber,  Campbell 
Humphrey,  John  Bestor,  William  Mather,  Timothy  Goodwin,  Benjamin  Ely, 
Roger  Whittlesey,  Roswell  Moore,  Ichabod  C.  Frisbie,  Asahel  Hathaway, 
Joseph  Austin,  John  W.  Hanchett,  William  Gay,  Godfrey  Scarborough,  Oliver 
Pease,  Stephen  M.  Mitchell,  Joseph  Bulkley,  John  Williams,  Ezekiel  P. 
Belden,  Martin  Kellog  Junr.,  Frederick  Robbins,  Oliver  Mather,  Isaac  Owen 
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Junr.,  Edward  Selden,  Elihu  Mills,  John  Sargeant,  Luther  Fitch,  Ezra  Hayden, 
Daniel  Gillet,  Henry  L.  Ellsworth,  Abram  Griswold,  Esquire[s],  Justice[s]  of 
the  Peace  in  and  for  the  County  of  Hartford,  the  year  ensuing. 

Whereas  Thomas  S.  Day  Esquire  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  the  County  of 
Hartford  neglected  to  make  return  of  duties  on  writs  by  him  received  the  year 
past  on  or  before  the  twentieth  of  May  instant  according  to  law,  but  has  since 
made  his  return  to  the  Treasurer 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly  that  the  said  Thomas  S.  Day  Esquire  be  and  he  is 
hereby  appointed  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  within  and  for  the  County  of  Hartford 
for  the  year  ensuing,  and  is  hereby  authorised  and  empowered  to  execute  and 
discharge  the  duties  of  that  office. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Henry  Daggett,  James  Hillhouse,  David 
Daggett,  Isaac  Mills,  Nathan  Smith,  Elisha  Munson,  Charles  Denison,  Eneas 
Monson  Junr.,  Stephen  Twining,  Seth  P.  Staples,  Eleazer  Foster,  Thomas 
Painter,  Orchard  Guold,  James  Barker,  Benjamin  Page,  Josiah  J.  Linsley, 
Burrage  Beach,  Thomas  T  Cornwall,  John  Humphreys,  Josiah  Bradley,  Philo 
Bassett,  John  L.  Tomlinson,  John  Humphreys  Junr.,  Enos  Hemingway,  Ste- 
phen Woodward,  Miles  Munger,  Jonathan  Todd,  Henry  Hill,  Nathan  Chidsey, 
Daniel  Hand  Junr.,  Samuel  Fowler,  Thomas  R.  Bray,  Joseph  Elliot,  John  Hub- 
bard, Eli  Whitney,  Elam  Ives,  Asaph  Merriam,  Jared  Benham,  Benajah 
Andrews,  David  Thompson,  Nathaniel  Richardson,  Elias  Clark,  Benjamin 
Bull,  William  Durand,  Samuel  B.  Gunn,  Joshua  Barns,  Peter  Eastman,  David 
Tomlinson,  Abel  Wheeler,  Charles  Bunnel,  Benjamin  Stiles,  Shadrach 
Osborn,  Simeon  Hinman,  Curtis  Hinman,  Samuel  Hall,  Ephraim  Cook,7  Aaron 
Hall,  George  W.  Stanley,  Frederick  Hotchkiss,  Truman  Porter,  Bennet 
Bronson,  Titus  Welton,  Cyrus  Clark,  David  French,  Elihu  Sanford,  John 
Thomas,  Hezekiah  Baldwin,  Justus  Thomas,  Mark  Harrison,  Isaac  Bronson, 
David  Seeley,  Joel  Munger,  Sheldon  Curtiss,  Ira  Smith,  Burton  Canfield, 
Justus  Bishop,  Eli  Fowler,  Joseph  Pratt,  Rufus  Hitchcock,  Esquire[s],  Jus- 
tice^] of  the  Peace,  in  and  for  the  County  of  New  Haven,  the  year  ensuing. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Elias  Perkins,  Lyman  Law,  Coddington  Billings, 
Jacob  B.  Gurley,  William  P.  Cleaveland,  Jirah  Isham,  Ebenezer  Learned,  Isaac 
Thompson,  David  Coit,  William  F.  Brainard,  William  Belcher,  Peter  Richards, 
Andrew  Huntington,  Andrew  Perkins,  James  Lanman,  Erastus  Huntington, 
Nathaniel  Shipman,  Jabez  Huntington,  Luther  Spalding,  Simeon  Thomas, 
Joseph  Williams,  James  Stedman,  Zachariah  Huntington,  Benjamin  Snow, 


7.  The  copyist  mistakenly  wrote  "Hartford"  instead  of  "New  Haven"  in  Cook's  appointment  line. 
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Charles  P.  Huntington,  George  Perkins,  Asa  Woodworth,  Asa  Fitch,  John 
Hough,  John  Isham,  Joshua  Stark,  John  R.  Watrous,  Joel  Worthington,  Roger 
Bulkley,  Asa  Bigelow,  Benjamin  Trumbull,  Samuel  A.  Peters,  Asa  Newton, 
Seth  Lathrop,  Aristarchus  Champion,  Silas  Hartshorn,  Eleazer  Tracey,  Oliver 
Johnson,  Jacob  Kingsbury,  Ebenezer  Avery  Junr.,  Ralph  Hurlbut,  Christopher 
Morgan,  Ebenezer  Morgan,  John  O.  Miner,  Daniel  Eldridge,  Christopher 
Lester,  Amos  Gere  Junr.,  Alexander  Stewart,  Charles  Fanning,  John  Tyler, 
Elijah  Lester,  Nathaniel  Coit,  Moses  Warren,  Calvin  Selden,  Selden  Warner, 
Richard  M  Curdy  [McCurdy],  Seth  Ely  Jr.,  William  Noyes,  Seth  Smith, 
Remick  Wait,  Henry  Perkins,  Nathaniel  Matson,  Charles  Griswold,  Levi 
Perkins,  William  Adams,  Freeman  Tracey,  Jared  Comstock,  David  Turner, 
John  Smith  2d,  Asahel  Otis,  Mumford  Dolbear,  Stephen  Avery,  Thomas 
Prentice,  Elias  Hewit,  Nathan  Pendleton,  Sands  Cole,  Jeremiah  Halsey,  Solo- 
mon Giddins,  Jonah  Witter,  Stephen  Meach,  Jared  Gallop,  Walter  Palmer, 
William  Williams,  Isaac  Williams  2d,  William  Randall,  Park  Williams,  Joseph 
Smith,  William  Robertson,  Joseph  Noyes  3d,  Alexander  G.  Smith,  George 
Williams,  Daniel  H.  Calkins,  William  Mo[o]re  4th,  Aaron  Bailey,  John  B. 
Tyler,  Joseph  E.  Ely,  Jedediah  Huntington,  Elisha  J.  Abel,  Esquire[s],  Jus- 
tice^] of  the  Peace,  in  and  for  the  County  of  New  London,  the  year  ensuing. 

Whereas  William  Lord  and  Jacob  Loomis  neglected  to  make  return  of  the 
duties  received  by  them  on  writs  to  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  on  or  before  the 
20th  day  of  May  instant  according  to  law,  but  have  since  made  return  and  paid 
the  amount  received  by  them 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly  that  the  said  William  Lord  and  Jacob  Loomis  be 
and  they  hereby  are  appointed  Justices  of  the  Peace  within  and  for  the  County  of 
New  London  for  the  year  ensuing  and  they  are  hereby  severally  made  capable  in 
Law  to  discharge  and  execute  the  office  of  Justices  of  the  Peace  in  said  county. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Nathan  Wheeler,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  David  Judah, 
Samuel  Rowland,  Ebenezer  Banks,  Israel  Bibbins,  Hull  Bradley,  Edmund 
Burr,  Aaron  Sherwood,  Eliphalet  Swift,  Amos  Burr,  Thomas  Taylor,  Daniel  N. 
Carrington,  David  Foot,  Comfort  Hoyt,  Moses  Hatch,  Andrew  Beers,  Samuel 
Taylor,  Benjamin  Hoyt  Junr.,  Alanson  Hamlin,  Liver[i]us  Hawley,  Colbe 
Chamberlain,  Daniel  Tomlinson,  John  Northrop,  Heman  Birch,  Ebenezer 
Mead,  Gilbert  Close,  David  Wood,  Jabez  Mead,  William  Knapp,  Elisha 
Belcher,  Timothy  Walker,  Diodate  Silliman,  Abel  French,  Ebenezer  Beardsley, 
Lemuel  Judson,  Elisha  T.  Mills,  Joseph  Shelton,  Isaac  Richards,  Eliphalet  St. 
John,  David  Lane,  Gideon  Beardsley,  Samuel  C.  Blackman,  Zachariah  Ferris, 
Timothy  Shephard,  Ebenezer  Turner,  John  Curtis,  Benjamin  F.  Shelton,  Jona- 
than Knight,  Lewis  Raymond,  Henry  Belden,  Barnabas  Marvin,  Clark  Bissell, 
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William  St.  John,  Seth  Taylor,  William  Heron,  Lemuel  Sanford,  Jonathan  R. 
Sanford,  Nathan  Smith,  Samuel  Stebbins,  Job  Smith,  Timothy  Keeler,  Jared 
Olmsted,  Jacob  Dauchy,  Jesse  S.  Bradley,  Rueben  Scofield,  John  Davenport 
Junr.,  Samuel  Webb,  Joseph  Wood,  Jabez  H.  Tomlinson,  Joseph  Backus,  Vic- 
tory Wetmore,  Elijah  Ufford,  Lambert  Lockwood,  Ezekiel  Hubbell,  Charles 
McEwin,  Gamaliel  B.  Giddings,  Levi  Hubble,  Gershom  Barlow,  David 
Northrop,  Stephen  Middlebrooks,  Judson  Curtiss,  Jeremiah  Rowland,  Squire 
Adams,  Isaac  Bennet,  Matthew  Marvin,  Thaddeus  Mead,  Zadock  Raymond, 
Ezekiel  Sturges,  Esquire[s],  Justice[s]  of  the  Peace,  in  and  for  the  County  of 
Fairfield,  the  year  ensuing. 

Whereas  Gurshom  Burr,  Esquire,  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  the  County  of 
Fairfield  neglected  to  make  return  of  the  duties  by  him  received  to  the  Trea- 
surer within  the  time  required  by  law  but  has  since  returned  the  same. 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  the  said  Gurshom  Burr  Esquire  be  and  he  is 
hereby  appointed  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  the  said  county  for  the  year  ensuing 
and  is  hereby  made  capable  in  law  to  hold  and  execute  said  office,  any  law  to 
the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Whereas  Matthew  B.  Whittlesey  Esquire,  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  the  County 
of  Fairfield  neglected  to  make  return  of  the  duties  by  him  received  to  the  Trea- 
surer within  the  time  required  by  law  but  have  [sic]  since  returned  the  same 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  the  said  Matthew  B.  Whittesey  Esquire  be 
and  he  is  hereby  appointed  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  the  said  county  for  the  year 
ensuing,  and  he  is  hereby  made  capable  in  law  to  hold  and  execute  said  office, 
any  law  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Whereas  Asa  Chapman  Esquire,  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  the  County  of 
Fairfield  neglected  to  make  return  of  the  duties  by  him  received  to  the  Trea- 
surer within  the  time  required  by  law  but  has  since  returned  the  same 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  the  said  Asa  Chapman  be  and  he  is  hereby 
appointed  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  the  said  county  for  the  year  ensuing,  and  is 
hereby  made  capable  in  law  to  hold  and  execute  said  office,  any  law  to  the  con- 
trary notwithstanding. 

Whereas  William  Peet  Esquire,  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  the  County  of 
Fairfield  neglected  to  make  return  of  the  duties  by  him  received  to  the  Trea- 
surer within  the  time  required  by  law  but  has  since  returned  the  same 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  the  said  William  Peet  Esquire  be  and  he  is 
hereby  appointed  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  the  said  county  for  the  year  ensuing, 
and  is  hereby  made  capable  in  law  to  hold  and  execute  said  office,  any  law  to 
the  contrary  notwithstanding. 
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Whereas  Lewis  Burton  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  the  County  of  Fairfield  ne- 
glected to  make  return  of  the  duties  by  him  received  within  the  time  required 
by  law,  but  has  since  returned  the  same 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  the  said  Lewis  Burton  Esquire,  be  and  he  is 
hereby  appointed  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  the  said  county  for  the  year  ensuing, 
and  is  hereby  made  capable  in  law  to  hold  and  execute  said  office,  any  law  to 
the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Jabez  Clark.  Ebenezer  Devotion,  Hezekiah 
Ripley.  Samuel  Gray,  Samuel  Perkins,  Philip  Hayward,  David  Young. 
Zebadiah  Tracy,  Josias  Byles,  William  Walker.  Benjamin  Bosworth,  Joel 
Ward.  Levi  Work,  Joseph  Scarborough,  John  Parish,  Roger  W.  Williams, 
Darius  Matthewson,  Daniel  Frost,  Luther  Payne.  Asa  Butts.  Rufus  Adams. 
Daniel  Frost  Junr.,  Asa  Burgess,  Asahel  Bacon.  James  Pinneo.  Asahel  Clark 
Jr..  Samuel  Bliss,  Samuel  Little.  Philip  Pearl.  James  Burnett.  Ebenezer  Griffin, 
Joseph  Prentice,  James  Danielson,  Ezra  Hutchins.  Joseph  Adams.  Anthony 
Brown.  Hobart  Torry,  Elisha  Howe.  Ebenezer  Young.  Peleg  Thomas, 
Thaddeus  Clark.  William  T.  Williams.  Eliphalet  Metcalf.  Charles  Lathrop, 
Peleg  Thomas  Junr..  Asahel  Dewy.  Frederick  Freeman.  John  Salter.  Barzelai 
Swift.  Royal  Storrs.  Zalmon  Storrs.  James  Gordon.  John  Douglass.  John 
Lester,  James  Gordon  Junr.,  Lemuel  Ingols,  Thomas  Grosvenor.  Lemuel  Gros- 
venor.  Sylvanus  Backus.  John  Holbrook.  John  H.  Payson.  John  Willey.  Dyer 
Ames.  Richard  Burlingame.  Thaddeus  Larned.  Noadiah  Russell.  George 
Larned,  John  Jacobs  Junr..  David  H.  Phipps.  Simon  Davis  Junr..  Jonathan 
Nichols  Junr..  Allen  Campbell,  James  Alexander.  John  Willy.  John  McLellan. 
John  Fox,  Nehemiah  Child.  Ebenezer  Stoddard.  Ransillear  Child.  John  Fitch. 
Alva  Simmons.  Silas  Fuller.  Henry  Sabin.  Esquire[s].  Justice[s]  of  the  Peace  in 
and  for  the  County  of  Windham,  the  year  ensuing. 

Whereas  Andrew  T.  Judson  neglected  to  make  return  of  the  duties  received 
by  him  on  writs  &c.  to  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  on  or  before  the  twentieth  day 
of  May  instant  according  to  law,  but  have  since  made  return  and  paid  the 
amount  received  by  them. 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  the  said  Andrew  T  Judson  be  and  he  hereby 
is  appointed  Justice  of  the  Peace  within  and  for  the  County  of  Windham  for  the 
year  ensuing,  and  is  hereby  made  capable  in  Law  to  discharge  and  execute  the 
office  of  Justice  of  the  Peace  in  said  county,  any  law  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding. 

Whereas  Joseph  Eaton  Esquire  neglected  to  make  return  of  the  duties  re- 
ceived by  him  on  writs  &c.  to  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  on  or  before  the 
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twentieth  day  of  May  instant  according  to  law  but  have  since  made  return  and 
paid  the  amount  received  by  them 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  the  said  Joseph  Eaton  be  and  he  hereby  is 
appointed  Justice  of  the  Peace  within  and  for  the  County  of  Windham  for  the 
year  ensuing  and  he  is  hereby  made  capable  in  law  to  discharge  and  execute  the 
office  of  Justice  of  the  Peace,  any  law  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  James  Morris,  Seth  Landon,  Nathan  Basset,  Roger 
N.  Whittlesey,  Aaron  Smith,  Asa  Bacon  Junr.,  Levi  Catlin,  Morris  Woodruff, 
Moses  Hayden,  John  Merrils,  Luke  Loomis,  William  Taylor,  Ebenezer  Perkins, 
Billy  Ambler,  George  D.  Casson  [i.e.,  Kasson],  John  Elmore,  Silas  Franklin, 
John  Holabird,  Azariah  Smith,  William  M.  Burrall,  Joshua  Cornwall,  Elijah 
Rockwell,  Reuben  Rockwell,  Nathan  Bass,  Seth  Marshall,  Oliver  Burnham, 
Benjamin  Gold,  John  A.  Sedgwick,  Adino  Hale,  William  Stanley,  Theodore 
North,  James  Brace,  Lewis  Catlin,  Benjamin  Griswold,  Timothy  Clark,  Julius 
Caswell,  Matthew  Elliot,  Nathaniel  P.  Perry,  Mills  Bordwell,  Roger  Mills, 
Chauncey  Seymour,  William  G.  Williams,  Asa  Goodwin,  Reuben  Warner, 
Elisha  Bostwick,  Abijah  Treat,  David  S.  Boardman,  Nathaniel  Taylor,  Abel 
Merwin,  Ebenezer  Smith,  Eleazer  Holt,  Benjamin  Welch,  Joseph  Battell,  Mi- 
chael F.  Mills,  Daniel  Potter,  Lake  Potter,  Calvin  Butler,  Elihu  Canfield, 
Phinehas  Smith,  Silas  Miner,  Samuel  Lee,  Elisha  Sterling,  Lot  Norton,  Martin 
Strong,  John  M.  Holly,  Eliphalet  Whittlesey,  Daniel  St.  John,  Calvin  Gay, 
Samuel  E.  Everitt,  Oliver  Kellogg,  Cyrus  Swan,  Ansel  Sterling,  Samuel 
Rockwell,  Samuel  R.  Gager,  Norman  Griswold,  William  Battell,  Lyman 
Wetmore,  Erastus  Hodges,  Russel  C.  Abernethy,  John  Tallmadge,  Ebenezer 
Tanner,  Benjamin  Carter,  Judah  Eldred,  David  Whittlesey,  William  Cogswell, 
Elijah  Hazen,  Daniel  B.  Brinsmade,  Charles  Merriman,  John  H.  DeForest,  Holbrook 
Curtis,  Garrit  Smith,  Amos  Baldwin,  Daniel  Hicox,  Eliphaz  Alvord,  Samuel  Hurlbut, 
Solomon  Rockwell,  Phinehas  Miner,  Joseph  Miller,  James  Bebee,  John  Strong  Junr., 
Matthew  Miner  Junr.,  Hopson  Pratt,  Amos  Baldwin,  Esquire[s],  Justice[s]  of  the 
Peace  in  and  for  the  County  of  Litchfield,  the  year  ensuing. 

Whereas  David  Bellamy  neglected  to  make  return  of  the  duties  received  by 
him  on  writs  &c.  to  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  on  or  before  the  twentieth  day  of 
May  instant  according  to  law,  but  has  since  made  return  and  paid  the  amount  by 
him  received  into  the  Treasury 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  said  David  Bellamy  be  and  he  is  hereby  ap- 
pointed Justice  of  the  Peace  within  and  for  the  County  of  Litchfield  for  the  year 
ensuing  and  he  is  hereby  made  capable  in  law  to  discharge  and  execute  the 
office  of  Justice  of  the  Peace  in  said  county  any  law  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding. 
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Whereas  Rufus  Swift  neglected  to  make  return  of  the  duties  received  by  him 
on  writs  &c.  to  the  Treasurer  of  this  State,  on  or  before  the  twentieth  day  of 
May  instant  according  to  law  but  has  since  made  return  and  paid  the  amount  by 
him  received  into  the  Treasury 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  said  Rufus  Swift  be  and  he  hereby  is  ap- 
pointed Justice  of  the  Peace  within  and  for  the  County  of  Litchfield  for  the  year 
ensuing,  and  he  is  hereby  made  capable  in  law  to  discharge  and  execute  the 
office  of  Justice  of  the  Peace,  in  said  county  any  law  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Matthew  T  Russell,  Nehemiah  Hubbard, 
Ebenezer  Sage,  William  Plumb,  Isaac  Gridley,  John  Pratt,  Ebenezer  Roberts 
2d,8  Elijah  Hubbard,  Eli  Coe,  Josiah  Sage,  Ezra  Brainard,  Stephen  Tibbets, 
Oliver  Wells,  Jonathan  Huntington  Jr.,  Reuben  R.  Chapman,  Linus  Parmalee 
Jr.,  Daniel  Shephard,  John  Parmalee,  David  Clark,  William  Dixon,  Asahel  H. 
Strong,  Nathaniel  Cornwell,  Dan  Parmalee,  Charles  Coe,  Guernsey  Bates,  Job 
Merwin,  Isaac  Newton,  Worthington  G.  Chauncey,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley, 
Ebenezer  Holmes,  John  Brainard,  Josiah  Griffin,  Israel  Cone,  William  Cone, 
Sylvester  Chapman,  Isaac  Chapman,  Job  Wright,  Abraham  Pierson,  Martin 
Lord,  George  Elliott,  Dan  Lane,  Nathan  Hull,  Joel  Griswold,  Amaziah  Bray, 
Jonathan  Lay,  Samuel  Tully,  Thomas  Silliman,  Samuel  Hart,  John  Bull, 
Samuel  Williams,  John  Stannard,  Jonathan  Warner,  John  Piatt,  Clark  Nott, 
Joseph  Hill,  George  W.  Jewitt,  Elisha  Sill,  Samuel  Gill,  Levi  H.  Clarke, 
Chauncey  Whitt[l]esey,  Joseph  Platts,  Samuel  Colt,  Joseph  Dart,  Timothy 
Chapman,  Esquire[s],  Justice[s]  of  the  Peace,  in  and  for  the  County  of 
Middlesex,  the  year  ensuing. 

Whereas  the  Honourable  Samuel  W.  Dana  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  the 
County  of  Middlesex  has  neglected  to  make  return  of  the  duties  as  required  by 
law  but  has  since  made  his  return 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  he  be  and  hereby  is  appointed  a  Justice  of 
the  Peace  for  the  County  of  Middlesex  for  the  year  ensuing,  with  authority  to 
execute  said  office  during  said  time  any  law  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Sylvester  Gilbert,  Jonathan  Barns,  Jabez  Kings- 
bury, Elisha  Stearns,  Solomon  L.  Fuller,  John  Bliss,  Daniel  Lord,  Judah 
Strong,  Ichabod  M.  Warner,  Jesse  Root,  Daniel  Burnap,  Nathan  Howard, 
Elisha  Edgerton,  Joseph  Talcott,  Asa  Willey,  Robert  Hyde,  Elijah  House,  John 
H.  Wells,  Stuart  Beebee,  Peyton  R.  Gilbert,  Ralph  R.  Rollo,  George  Gillett, 


8.  The  copyist  here  inadvertently  duplicated  the  four  previous  names. 
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Benjamin  Phelps,  Giles  Pease,  Calvin  Pitkin,  Ebenezer  Gay,  Daniel  Peck, 
Benning  Mann,  Calvin  Edson,  Phinehas  Talcott,  Samuel  Crawford,  Abijah 
Sessions,  William  Foster,  Zebulon  Crocker,  Caleb  Walker,  Rhodolphus 
Woodworth,  Nathan  H.  Rose,  Thomas  W.  Kellogg,  Esquire[s],  Justice[s]  of  the 
Peace  in  and  for  the  County  of  Tolland,  the  year  ensuing. 


This  Assembly  do  appoint  Jirah  Isham  Esquire,  Major  General  of  the  third  di- 
vision of  Militia  in  this  State. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  David  Deming  Esquire,  Brigadier  General  of  the 
Artillery  in  this  State. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Chauncey  Whittlesey  Esquire,  Brigadier  General  of 
the  Brigade  of  Riflemen  in  this  State. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Stephen  F.  Palmer  Esqr.  Brigadier  General  of  the 
Cavalry  in  this  State. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  William  Williams  Junr.  Esqr.  Brigadier  General  of 
the  third  Brigade  of  the  Militia  in  this  State. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Peter  B.  Gleason  Esquire  Lieutenant  Colonel  Com- 
mandant of  the  first  Regiment  of  Cavalry  in  this  State. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Samuel  Foot  Esquire  Lieutenant  Colonel  Comman- 
dant of  the  6th  Regiment  of  Cavalry  in  this  State. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Martin  Cowles  Esquire  Lieutenant  Colonel  Com- 
mandant of  the  7th  Regiment  of  Cavalry  in  this  State. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Epaphras  L.  Phelps  Esquire,  Major  of  the  1st  Regi- 
ment of  Cavalry  in  this  State. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  James  Shephard  Esquire  Major  of  the  6th  Regiment 
of  Cavalry  in  this  State. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Ozem  Woodruff  Esquire,  Major  of  the  7th  Regiment 
of  Cavalry  in  this  State. 


This  Assembly  do  appoint  George  W.  Jewitt  Esquire  Lieutentant  Colonel 
Commandant  of  the  first  Regiment  of  Light  Artillery  in  this  State. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Nathan  Johnson  Esquire  Lieutenant  Colonel  Com- 
mandant of  the  Second  Regiment  of  Light  Artillery  in  this  State. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  John  French  Esquire  Major  of  the  1st  Regiment  of 
Light  Artillery  in  this  State. 
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This  Assembly  do  appoint  Amaziah  Bray  Esquire  Major  of  the  1  st  Regiment  of 

Light  Artillery  in  this  State. 
This  Assembly  do  appoint  Robert  Gates  Esquire  Major  of  the  1st  Regiment  of 

Light  Artillery  in  this  State. 
This  Assembly  do  appoint  John  Fitch  Esquire  Major  of  the  2d  Regiment  of 

Light  Artillery  in  this  State. 
This  Assembly  do  appoint  Giles  Olmsted  Esquire  Major  of  the  2d  Regiment  of 

Light  Artillery  in  this  State. 
This  Assembly  do  appoint  Moses  Hayden  Esquire  Major  of  the  2d  Regiment  of 

Light  Artillery  in  this  State. 


This  Assembly  do  appoint  George  Hoadley  Esquire  Lieutenant  Colonel  Com- 
mandant of  the  first  Regiment  of  Horse  Artillery  in  this  State. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Nathan  Frink  Esquire  Lieutenant  Colonel  Com- 
mandant of  the  Second  Regiment  of  Horse  Artillery  in  this  State. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Nathan  Wheeler  Esquire  Lieutenant  Colonel  Com- 
mandant of  the  thirtieth  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State. 


This  Assembly  do  establish  Edwin  E.  Lewis  2d  Lieutenant  of  the  2d  Corny,  of 
Governours  Horse  Guards,  to  take  rank  from  the  10th  April  1816. 

This  Assembly  do  establish  Henry  Huggins  Cornet  of  the  2d  Corny,  of 
Governours  Horse  Guards,  to  take  rank  from  the  10th  April  1816. 


This  Assembly  do  establish  Russel  Hall  Captain  of  the  3d  Corny,  in  the  2d  Reg- 
iment of  Cavalry  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  the  20th  May  1816. 

This  Assembly  do  establish  Elam  Loomis  2d  Lieutenant  of  the  3d  Corny,  in  the 
5th  Regiment  of  Cavalry  in  this  State  to  take  rank  from  the  29th  Augt.  1816. 

This  Assembly  do  establish  Jabez  Metcalf  Cornet  of  the  3d  Corny,  in  the  5th 
Regiment  of  Cavalry  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  the  29th  Aug.  1816. 

This  Assembly  do  establish  Jacob  Dresser  Junr.  2d  Lieutenant  of  the  4th  Corny,  in 
the  5th  Regiment  of  Cavalry  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  17th  April  1816. 

This  Assembly  do  establish  Ebenezer  Williams  Cornet  of  the  4th  Corny,  in  the 
5th  Regiment  of  Cavalry  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  17th  April  1816. 
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This  Assembly  do  establish  Isaac  Bartlett  Captain  of  the  1st  Corny,  in  the  6th 

Regiment  of  Cavalry  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  7th  May  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Eber  Yale  1st  Lieutenant  of  the  1st  Corny,  in  the 

6th  Regiment  of  Cavalry  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  7th  May  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Lowering  Bartlett  2d  Lieut,  of  the  1  st  Corny,  in  the 

6th  Regiment  of  Cavalry  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  7th  May  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Elias  H.  Joslin  Cornet  of  the  1st  Corny,  in  the  6th 

Regiment  of  Cavalry  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  7th  May  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Hosea  Hinsdale  Captain  of  the  3d  Corny,  in  the  6th 

Regiment  of  Cavalry  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  6th  May  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Norman  Merrills  1st  Lieut,  of  the  3d  Corny,  in  the 

6th  Regiment  of  Cavalry  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  6th  May  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Truman  Smith  2d  Lieut,  of  the  3d  Corny,  in  the  6th 

Regiment  of  Cavalry  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  6th  May  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Daniel  Burnam  Cornet  of  the  3d  Corny,  in  the  6th 

Regiment  of  Cavalry  in  this  State  to  take  rank  from  6th  May  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Orrin  Bennet  Cornet  of  the  4th  Corny,  in  the  8th 

Regiment  of  Cavalry  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  3d  October  1815. 


This  Assembly  do  establish  John  Lester  Captain  of  a  Company  of  Light  Artil- 
lery in  this  State,  to  take  rank  5th  December  1815. 

This  Assembly  do  establish  Charles  Coit  1st  Lieutenant  of  a  Corny,  of  Light 
Artillery  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  5th  December  1815. 

This  Assembly  do  establish  Charles  Woodward  2d  Lieutenant  of  a  Corny,  of 
Light  Artillery  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  5th  December  1815. 

This  Assembly  do  establish  Amaziah  Bray  Captain  of  a  Company  of  Light  Ar- 
tillery in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  31st  January  1816. 

This  Assembly  do  establish  Eli  A.  Elliott  1st  Lieutenant  of  a  Corny,  of  Light 
Artillery  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  31st  January  1816. 

This  Assembly  do  establish  Nathaniel  Wright  2d  Lieut,  of  a  Corny,  of  Light 
Artillery  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  31st  January  1816. 

This  Assembly  do  establish  Linus  Parmalee  Junr.  Captain  of  a  Corny,  of  Light 
Artillery  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  6th  January  1816. 

This  Assembly  do  establish  Samuel  Kelsey  1st  Lieutenant  of  a  Corny,  of  Light 
Artillery  in  this  State  to  take  rank  from  6th  January  1816. 

This  Assembly  do  establish  Noah  Clark  Junr.  2d  Lieut,  of  a  Company  of  Light 
Artillery  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  6th  January  1816. 
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This  Assembly  do  establish  William  Trowbridge  Captain  of  a  Corny,  of  Horse 
Artillery  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  6th  January  1816. 

This  Assembly  do  establish  Noah  W.  Pomeroy  Captain  of  a  Corny,  of  Horse 
Artillery  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  1st  February  1816. 

This  Assembly  do  establish  Julius  Chapman  1  st  Lieut,  of  a  Corny,  of  Horse  Ar- 
tillery in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  1st  February  1816. 

This  Assembly  do  establish  Bela  Robbins  2d  Lieutenant  of  a  Corny,  of  Horse 
Artillery  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  1 1th  May  1816. 

This  Assembly  do  establish  Erastus  Jones  3d  Lieutentant  of  a  Corny,  of  Horse 
Artillery  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  1 1th  May  1816. 

This  Assembly  do  establish  Nathaniel  L.  Woodbridge  4th  Lieut,  of  a  Corny,  of 
Horse  Artillery  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  1 1th  May  1816. 

This  Assembly  do  establish  Charles  Atwood  Cornet  of  a  Corny,  of  Horse  Artil- 
lery in  this  state,  to  take  rank  from  1 1th  May  1816. 

This  Assembly  do  establish  Nathan  Starr  Junr.  1st  Lieut,  of  a  Corny,  of  Horse 
Artillery  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  9th  March  1816. 

This  Assembly  do  establish  Parsons  Coe  2d  Lieutenant  of  a  Company  of  Horse 
Artillery  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  9th  March  1816. 


This  Assembly  do  establish  Lemuel  G.  Storrs  Captain  of  a  Corny,  of  Riflemen 
in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  9th  January  1816. 

This  Assembly  do  establish  Jonathan  Barnes  Junr.,  Lieut,  of  a  Corny,  of  Rifle- 
men in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  9th  January  1816. 

This  Assembly  do  establish  John  Bound  Ensign  of  a  Company  of  Riflemen  in 
this  State,  to  take  rank  from  9th  January  1816. 

This  Assembly  do  establish  Samuel  H.  Fox  Captain  of  a  Corny,  of  Riflemen  in 
this  State,  to  take  rank  from  1st  February  1816. 

This  Assembly  do  establish  Justin  Williams  Lieutenant  of  a  Corny,  of  Rifle- 
men in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  1st  February  1816. 

This  Assembly  do  establish  Nathan  Merwin  2d  Captain  of  a  Corny,  of  Rifle- 
men in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  23d  March  1816. 

This  Assembly  do  establish  Samuel  Buckingham  Lieut,  of  a  Corny,  of  Rifle- 
men in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  23d  March  1816. 

This  Assembly  do  establish  Alpheus  Clark  Ensign  of  a  Corny,  of  Riflemen  in 
this  State,  to  take  rank  from  23d  March  1816. 
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This  Assembly  do  establish  Samuel  Buell  2d  Captain  of  a  Corny,  of  Riflemen 
in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  27th  April  1816. 

This  Assembly  do  establish  Charles  G.  Bennett  Lieut,  of  a  Company  of  Rifle- 
men in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  27th  April  1816. 

This  Assembly  do  establish  Jacob  Hubbard  Ensign  of  a  Company  of  Riflemen 
in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  27th  April  1816. 

This  Assembly  do  establish  John  H.  Wells  Captain  of  a  Company  of  Riflemen 
in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  [blank]  May  1816. 

This  Assembly  do  establish  Joseph  Wheeler  Ensign  of  a  Corny,  of  Riflemen  in 
this  State,  to  take  rank  from  [blank]  May  1816. 

This  Assembly  do  establish  Elisha  A.  Coles  Captain  of  a  Corny,  of  Riflemen  in 
this  State,  to  take  rank  from  26th  March  1816. 

This  Assembly  do  establish  Walter  Booth  Lieutenant  of  a  Company  of  Rifle- 
men in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  26th  March  1816. 

This  Assembly  do  establish  William  Smith  Ensign  of  a  Company  of  Riflemen 
in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  26th  March  1816. 

This  Assembly  do  establish  Levi  Edwards  Captain  of  a  Company  of  Riflemen 
in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  27th  April  1816. 

This  Assembly  do  establish  John  H.  Burrell  Lieut,  of  a  Company  of  Riflemen 
in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  27th  April  1816. 

This  Assembly  do  establish  Albert  Edwards  Ensign  of  a  Company  of  Riflemen 
in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  27th  April  1816. 

This  Assembly  do  establish  George  Ransom  Ensign  of  a  Company  of  Riflemen 
in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  18th  May  1816. 

This  Assembly  do  establish  Alvan  North  Lieutenant  of  a  Company  of  Rifle- 
men in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  24th  May  1816. 


This  Assembly  do  establish  Philos  Blake  Captain  of  the  1st  Battallion  of  Artil- 
lery annexed  to  the  Second  Brigade,  to  take  rank  from  29th  January  1816. 

This  Assembly  do  establish  Edwin  Porter  1st  Lieut,  of  the  1st  Battallion  of  Ar- 
tillery annexed  to  the  Second  Brigade,  to  take  rank  from  29th  January  1816. 

This  Assembly  do  establish  George  Ives  2d  Lieutenant  of  the  1st  Battallion  of 
Artillery  annexed  to  the  Second  Brigade  to  take  rank  from  29th  January  1816. 

This  Assembly  do  establish  Charles  Hequemberg  3d  Lieut,  of  the  1st  Battallion  of 
Artillery  annexed  to  the  Second  Brigade,  to  take  rank  from  29th  Jany.  1816. 

This  Assembly  do  establish  Caleb  Mix  4th  Lieutenant  of  the  1st  Battallion  of  Ar- 
tillery annexed  to  the  Second  Brigade,  to  take  rank  from  29th  January  1816. 


24  PUBLIC  records  May, 

This  Assembly  do  establish  Leverett  Tuttle  Captain  of  the  7th  Corny,  in  the  2d 

Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  13th  May  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Hezekiah  Brockett  3d  Lieut,  of  the  7th  Corny,  in 

the  2d  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  13th  May  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Amos  Dickerman  Junr.  Ensign  of  the  7th  Corny,  in 

the  2d  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  13th  May  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Burr  Meeker  Lieutenant  of  the  3d  Corny,  in  the  4th 

Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  3d  May  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Samuel  T.  Morehouse  Ensign  of  the  3d  Corny,  in 

the  4th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  3d  May  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Stowell  Lincoln  1st  Lieut,  of  the  Artillery  Corny,  in 

the  5th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  9th  November  1815. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Francis  Barrows  2d.  Lieut,  of  the  Artillery  Corny,  in 

the  5th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  9  November  1815. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Harvey  Fuller  Captain  of  the  grenadier  Corny,  in 

the  5th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  1 2th  Deer.  1815. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Samuel  L.  Mosely  Lieut,  of  the  Grenadier  Corny,  in  the 

5th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  12th  December  1815. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Hosekiah  Hammon  Ensign  of  the  Grenadier  Corny,  in 

the  5th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  1 2th  December  1815. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Dyer  Carpenter  Captain  of  the  7th  Corny,  in  the  5th 

Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  22d  April  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Elias  Scarborough  Lieut,  of  the  7th  Corny,  in  the 

5th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  22d  April  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Benjamin  Franklin  Ensign  of  the  7th  Corny,  in  the 

5th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  22d  April  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Aaron  Wilcox  Captain  of  the  7th  Corny,  in  the  7th 

Regiment  of  Militia  in  the  State,  to  take  rank  from  14th  May  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Nathaniel  Wilcox  Lieut,  of  the  7th  Corny,  in  the 

7th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  14th  May  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  John  Nettleton  Jr.  Ensign  of  the  7th  Corny,  in  the 

7th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  14th  May  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  James  Lyon  Ensign  of  the  2d  Corny,  in  the  1 1th 

Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  27th  April  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Royal  Carter  Lieut,  of  the  6th  Corny,  in  the  1 1th 

Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  3d  May  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Patent  R.  Phipps  Ensign  of  the  6th  Corny,  in  the 

1 1th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  3d  May  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Sidney  Porter  Lieut,  of  the  1st  Corny,  in  the  15th 

Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  1st  May  1816. 
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This  Assembly  do  establish  Warren  Loomis  Captain  of  the  4th  Corny,  in  the 

17th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  24th  April  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Reuben  Loomis  Lieutenant  of  the  4th  Corny,  in  the 

17th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  24th  April  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Moses  Drake  Junr.  Ensign  of  the  4th  Corny,  in  the 

17th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  24th  April  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Luther  Cook  Captain  of  the  7th  Corny,  in  the  1 7th 

Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  14th  November  1815. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Peter  M.  Bissell  Lieutenant  of  the  7th  Corny,  in  the 

17th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  14th  November  1815. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Griswold  Woodward  Ensign  of  the  7th  Corny,  in  the 

17th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  14th  November  1815. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Decius  Humphrey  Captain  of  the  Artillery  Corny,  in 

the  1 8th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  1  Oth  May  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Aurora  Case  1st  Lieutenant  of  the  Artillery  Corny,  in 

the  18th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  10th  May  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Gurdon  C.  Gould  2d  Lieut,  of  the  Artillery  Corny,  in 

the  18th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  16th  May  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Lemuel  Dorrance  Captain  of  the  6th  Corny,  in  the 

21st  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  23d  April  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Seth  W.  Brown  Lieutenant  of  the  6th  Corny,  in  the 

21st  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  23d  April  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  George  W.  Bull  Lieut,  of  the  1st  Lt.  Infy.  Corny,  in 

the  23d  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  1 5th  May  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Barzillai  Sage  Ensign  of  the  1st  Lt.  Infy.  Corny,  in 

the  23d  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  1 5th  May  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Samuel  Huntington  Lieut,  of  the  3d  Corny,  in  the 

24th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  3 1  st  October  1815. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  George  B.  Chapman  Ensign  of  the  3d  Corny,  in  the 

24th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  3 1st  October  1815. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Asahel  Phelps  Captain  of  the  8th  Corny,  in  the  25th 

Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  13th  December  1815. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Drayton  Jones  Lieut,  of  the  8th  Corny,  in  the  25th 

Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  13th  December  1815. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Abiel  Case  Ensign  of  the  8th  Corny,  in  the  25th 

Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  13th  December  1815. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Arnold  Outman  Lieut,  of  the  5th  Corny,  in  the  25th 

Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  29th  January  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Nathaniel  Gay  lord  Junr.  Ensign  of  the  2d  Corny,  in  the 

25th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  29th  January  1816. 
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An  Act  relative  to  Freemen.9  [Stat.  Conn.,  II,  255] 

Sec.  1 .  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governour  and  Council  and  House  of  Represen- 
tatives in  General  Court  assembled,  That  the  civil  authority  and  selectmen  of 
each  town  in  this  State,  are  hereby  authorised  to  meet  (if  they  deem  it  necessary 
and  expedient)  at  the  place  where  freemen's  meetings  are  usually  held,  on 
Thursday  next  preceding  such  meetings,  at  nine  o  clock  in  the  morning  and  re- 
ceive and  examine  all  applications  for  admission  to  the  privileges  of  freemen; 
and  having  so  received,  examined  and  approved  shall  certify  the  same  in  the 
manner  already  provided  by  law. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  civil  author- 
ity in  such  cases  to  cause  notice  of  the  meeting  to  be  given  to  the  inhabitants,  by 
publishing  the  same  in  a  newspaper  or  newspapers,  or  by  posting  the  same  on 
the  public  signposts  in  such  towns  at  least  five  days  previous  to  such  meeting. 
Provided  nevertheless,  That  the  civil  authority  and  selectmen  in  the  several 
towns  in  this  State  shall  hold  a  meeting  for  the  purpose  of  admitting  freemen  on 
the  days  on  which  freemen's  meetings  are  held  as  now  provided  by  law,  in  the 
same  manner  as  if  this  act  had  not  been  passed. 

General  Assembly,  May  Session,  1816. 

Charles  Denison,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
Attest.  Thomas  Day,  Secretary.  John  Cotton  Smith,  Governour. 

An  Act  in  addition  to  an  Act  entitled  An  Act  concerning  Turnpike  Roads 
and  for  keeping  the  same  in  repair.10  [Stat.  Conn.,  II,  256] 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governour  and  Council  and  House  of  Representatives 
in  General  Court  assembled,  That  ox  waggons  shall  be  liable  to  pay  at  the 


9.  The  basic  title  stated  that  the  enrollment  of  freemen  should  be  made  during  open  freemen's 
meetings.  A  May  1801  act  had  specified  that  the  selectmen  and  civil  authority  (which  consisted  of 
available  assistants,  judges,  and  justices  of  the  peace)  convene  on  the  actual  day  of  the  freemen's 
meeting  to  receive  and  examine  applications;  successful  candidates  needed  to  procure  a  majority  of 
the  selectmen  and  civil  authority.  Stat.  Conn.,  1808,  pp.  355-58, 356-57n.  The  House  initially  rejected 
the  bill,  but  concurred  with  the  Council  after  a  conference.  Archives,  Civil  Officers,  Sen  2,  XIX,  13. 

10.  For  the  basic  title  on  turnpikes,  see  Stat.  Conn.,  1808,  pp.  666-68.  This  act  was  apparently 
intended  to  resolve  ambiguities  in  regard  to  tolls  on  ox  wagons  in  the  acts  incorporating  individual 
turnpike  companies.  During  the  years  covered  by  this  volume  the  Assembly  also  considered,  but 
rejected,  other  bills  relating  to  turnpike  tolls  on  carts  and  "pleasure  waggons":  Rejected  Bills, 
1815-1817,  Box  4,  1816,  folder  10,  doc.  129;  House  Proceedings  of  Oct.  22,  1817:  Journal,  Oct. 
28,  1817;  Archives,  Travel,  Ser.  2,  VIII,  39. 
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respective  turnpike  gates,  the  same  toll  as  carts  are  liable  to  pay  when  loaded 
and  empty,  and  drawn  by  the  same  number  of  beasts,  and  no  more. 

General  Assembly,  May  Session  1816. 

Charles  Denison,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
Attest.  Thomas  Day,  Secretary.  John  Cotton  Smith,  Governour. 

An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Connecticut  Asylum  for  the  education  and 
instruction  of  Deaf  and  Dumb  persons.11  [Stat.  Conn.,  II,  256-57] 

Sec.  1 .  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governour  and  Council  and  House  of  Represen- 
tatives in  General  Court  assembled,  That  John  Caldwell,  Nathaniel  Terry, 
Daniel  Wadsworth,  Mehitable  Wadsworth,  Susan  Tracy,  Ward  Woodbridge, 
Henry  Hudson,  Daniel  Buck,  Mason  F.  Cogswell,  Joseph  Battell,  William  H. 
Imlay,  Charles  Sigourney,  David  Porter,  David  McKinney,  Isaac  Bull,  Thomas 
S.  Williams,  John  Morgan,  Samuel  Tudor  Junr.,  John  Butler,  George  Goodwin, 
John  Beach,  James  Ward,  Roswell  Bartholomew,  George  Smith,  Joseph 
Rogers,  Moses  Tryon  Jr.,  Nathan  Strong  Junr.,  Charles  Seymour,  James  H. 
Wells,  Jonathan  W.  Edwards,  William  W.  Ellsworth,  William  Watson,  Russel 
Bunce,  Eliphalet  Terry,  Seth  Terry,  Lynds  Olmsted,  Thomas  Lloyd,  James  B. 
Hosmer,  Joseph  Trumbull,  Samuel  Tinker,  Horace  Burr,  Russel  Talcott, 


11.  Dr.  Mason  Cogswell's  daughter  Alice  had  become  deaf  in  1807  while  suffering  from  the 
spotted  fever.  In  collaboration  with  other  prominent  Congregationalists,  Cogswell  had  raised 
voluntary  contributions  and  persuaded  the  Rev.  Thomas  Gallaudet,  who  had  been  educated  at  Yale 
College  and  Andover  Theological  Seminary,  to  study  methods  of  training  the  deaf  and  mute  in 
Europe.  After  traveling  to  England  and  Scotland,  Gallaudet  observed  teaching  methods  at  the 
Institut  Royal  des  Sourds-Muets  in  Paris,  and  in  1816  returned  to  Connecticut,  bringing  with  him 
Laurent  Clerc,  a  former  student  and  instructor  at  the  Institut,  to  assist  in  setting  up  a  school  for  the 
deaf.  In  a  petition  dated  May  27, 1816,  Cogswell  and  Ward  Woodbridge  emphasized  the  importance 
of  "training  to  knowledge,  virtue  &  public  usefulness,  those  who  for  want  of  proper  attention  only 
have  been  hitherto  lost  to  the  World."  They  stated  that  there  were  approximately  100  deaf  mutes  in 
Connecticut,  500  in  New  England,  and  5,000  in  the  United  States  as  a  whole,  and  prayed  to  be 
incorporated  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  an  asylum.  The  present  act  represented  the  first  public 
appropriation  in  the  United  States  for  the  support  of  such  an  institution.  The  asylum  opened  in  1817. 
Two  years  later,  the  U.S.  Congress  made  a  gift  of  public  lands  to  help  support  the  school;  shortly 
thereafter  the  Connecticut  legislature  changed  the  institution's  name  to  the  American  Asylum  at 
Hartford  for  the  Education  and  Instruction  of  the  Deaf  and  Dumb.  The  asylum  pioneered  the 
education  of  the  deaf,  including  the  development  of  sign  language;  the  Gallaudet  family  also 
continued  its  involvement  in  the  field.  Archives,  Colleges  and  Schools,  Ser.  2,  II,  40,  48;  U.S. 
Statutes  at  Large,  VI,  229;  Clark,  History  of  Connecticut,  pp.  472-73;  Keller,  Second  Great 
Awakening,  pp.  165-71;  Phyllis  Klein  Valentine,  "A  Nineteenth-Century  Experiment  in  Education 
of  the  Handicapped:  The  American  Asylum  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb,"  New  England  Quarterly,  64 
(1991),  358-64;  Dexter,  Yale  Biographies,  IV,  141-43,  for  Cogswell;  ANB  for  Gallaudet. 
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Christopher  Colt.  Eliphalet  Averill.  Nathaniel  Patten.  Joseph  Wells.  William 
Ely.  Spencer  Whiting.  Barzillai  Hudson  Junr..  Jonathan  Law.  George  Goodwin 
Junr..  Daniel  Crowell.  Charles  Goodwin,  Michael  Shephard.  Caleb  Goodwin. 
Dudley  Buck,  Aaron  Chapin.  Jared  Scarborough.  Barzillai  Hudson.  Jacob 
Sargeant.  Peter  Thatcher.  Talcott  Wblcott.  Nathaniel  Spencer,  and  their  associ- 
ates, be.  and  they  hereby  are  formed  into,  constituted  and  made  a  body  politic 
and  corporate,  by  the  name  of  The  Connecticut  Asylum  for  the  Education  and 
instruction  of  Deaf  and  Dumb  persons,  and  by  that  name,  they  and  their 
successors  shall,  and  may  have  perpetual  succession,  shall  be  capable  of  suing 
and  being  sued,  pleading,  and  being  impleaded,  in  all  suits  of  what  nature 
soever,  may  have  a  common  seal  and  may  alter  the  same  at  pleasure,  and  may 
also  purchase,  receive,  hold  and  convey,  any  estate  real  or  personal,  the  annual 
income  of  which  shall  not  exceed  five  thousand  dollars. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  said  Asylum  may  from  time  to 
time,  elect  a  President  and  such  other  officers  as  they  may  find  necessary  and 
convenient,  may  elect  additional  members,  and  the  said  Asylum  may  make  by 
laws  respecting  the  number,  qualifications,  and  duties  of  their  officers:  the 
mode  of  Election  and  admission  of  members[:]  the  time,  place,  and  manner  of 
holding  their  meetings,  and  the  number  necessary  to  make  a  quorum,  and  all 
other  by-laws  which  they  may  deem  necessary  for  the  due  regulation  of  said 
As)  lum.  not  repugnant  to  the  laws  of  this  State  or  of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  3d.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  first  meeting  of  said  Asylum  be 
held  at  the  State  House  in  Hartford,  on  the  second  Monday  of  June  next. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  this  act.  or  any  pan  thereof,  if  found 
inadequate,  or  inconvenient,  may  be  altered,  amended  or  repealed. 

General  Assembly  May  Session.  1816. 

Charles  Denison.  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
Attest.  Thomas  Day.  Secretary.  John  Cotton  Smith.  Governour. 

An  Act  to  repeal  part  of  an  act  therein  mentioned.12  [Stat.  Conn.,  II.  257-58] 
Be  it  encacted  by  the  Governour  and  Council  and  House  of  Representatives  in 
General  Court  assembled.  That  so  much  of  the  sixth  section  of  an  act  entitled  "An 
Act  concerning  petitions  and  prayers  or  memorials  to  the  General  Assembly."  as 
authorises  the  preferring  of  suits  for  relief  in  Equity  to  the  General  Assembly. 


12.  For  the  section  of  the  basic  title  repealed  here,  see  Stat.  Conn..  1808.  p.  550.  The  bill,  fair 
copy.  and  printed  version  of  the  act  all  contain  the  word  "three."  here  inserted  in  brackets.  Archives. 
Civil  Officers.  Ser.  2.  III.  52-53. 
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when  the  matter  or  things  in  demand  exceed  the  sum  of  five  thousand  dollars 
[three]  hundred  and  thirty  five  dollars,  be.  and  the  same  hereby  is  repealed. 

General  Assembly.  May  Session  1816. 

Charles  Denison,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
Attest.  Thomas  Day  Secretary.  John  Cotton  Smith  Governour. 

An  Act  to  authorise  the  several  banks  in  this  State  to  subscribe  for  stock  in 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States.13  [Stat.  Conn.,  II,  258] 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governour  and  Council  and  House  of  Representatives 
in  General  Court  assembled.  That  the  several  incorporated  Banks  in  this  State 
be,  and  they  are  hereby  authorised  and  empowered,  with  consent  of  the  stock- 
holders, manifested  by  two  thirds  of  the  votes  given  at  a  legal  meeting  held  for 
that  purpose,  to  subscribe  for  and  hold  stock  in  the  bank  of  the  United  States, 
and  to  aliene  the  same  or  any  part  thereof  whenever  said  stockholders,  by  a 
major  vote  at  any  legal  meeting  shall  consent  thereto. 

Provided,  however,  that  no  bank  by  virtue  of  this  act  shall  subscribe  to  said 
Bank  of  the  United  States  any  greater  portion  than  one  half  of  its  capital,  or 
hold  any  other  stock  in  said  Bank  of  the  United  States,  than  that  which  is 
allowed  it.  on  its  subscription  as  aforesaid. 

General  Assembly.  May  Session  1816. 

Charles  Denison,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
Attest.  Thomas  Day,  Secretary.  John  Cotton  Smith,  Governour. 

An  Act  in  addition  to  an  Act  regulating  the  streets  and  buildings  in  the 
City  of  Hartford,  and  for  preserving  the  health  of  the  Inhabitants 
thereof.14  [Stat.  Conn.,  II,  258-59] 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governour  and  Council  and  House  of  Representatives 
in  General  Court  assembled.  That  whenever  the  Court  of  Common  Council 


13.  Congress  had  incorporated  the  Second  Bank  of  the  United  States,  later  a  center  of  national 
political  controversy  during  the  presidency  of  Andrew  Jackson,  in  an  act  signed  by  President  James 
Madison  on  April  10.  1816:  U.S.  Statutes  at  Large.  III.  266-77.  Subscriptions  were  to  open  in  July  1816 
and  no  individual,  corporation,  or  state  was  allowed  more  than  3.000  shares.  The  Connecticut  bill  initially 
contained  a  proviso  that  read  "Provided  nevertheless,  that  the  amount  of  stock  so  holden  shall  not  exceed 
one  half  of  the  capital  of  the  banks  respectively.''  The  Council  apparendy  substituted  the  present  proviso 
and  the  House  concurred  after  a  conference.  Archives.  Finance  and  Currency.  Ser.  2. 1.  30. 

14.  The  original  act  was  passed  in  October  1799.  For  the  fifth  section,  referenced  below,  see 
Stat.  Conn..  1808.  p.  1 38.  For  general  laws  relating  to  the  laying  out  of  highways  by  selectmen  and 
remedies,  see  ibid.,  pp.  378-80.  and  S.R..  XVII.  45-46. 
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of  the  City  of  Hartford  shall,  in  pursuance  of  the  fifth  section  of  the  aforesaid 
act,  designate  lines  on  the  lands  of  proprietors  adjoining  any  street,  high- 
way or  alley,  public  or  private,  said  court  of  common  council  shall  take  the 
same  measures  in  all  respects  as  are  directed  by  the  laws  of  this  State  to  be 
taken  in  case  of  Highways  laid  out  by  selectmen  for  the  use  of  their  towns; 
and  that  the  party  aggrieved  by  such  designation  of  a  line  or  lines  may  have 
the  same  remedy  by  application  to  the  county  courts  as  is  by  law  provided  in 
cases  of  highways  laid  out  by  selectmen. 

General  Assembly,  May  Session  1816. 

Charles  Denison,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
Attest.  Thomas  Day,  Secretary.  John  Cotton  Smith,  Governour. 

An  Act  in  addition  to  an  Act  entitled,  An  Act  for  regulating  gaols  and 
gaolers.15  [Stat.  Conn.,  II,  259] 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governour  and  Council  and  House  of  Representatives  in 
General  Court  assembled,  That  suitable  fuel  and  bedding  for  the  accommodation 
of  debtors  closely  confined  in  gaol  and  of  prisoners,  for  matters,  of  a  criminal 
nature,  shall,  as  occasion  may  require,  be  furnished  in  each  county  in  this  State, 
under  the  direction  of  the  county  court,  in  the  county;  and  the  expence  thereof  shall 
be  defrayed,  in  the  same  manner  as  is  directed  in  the  act,  entitled  "An  Act  making 
provision  for  defraying  the  Expences  of  the  Court  of  Common  pleas." 

Sec  2.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  several  county  courts  in  this  State,  shall 
be,  and  they  are  hereby  authorised,  in  their  respective  counties,  to  establish  from 
time  to  time,  as  occasion  may  require,  the  weekly  maintenance  to  be  paid  by 
creditors  to  their  debtors,  when  the  oath  provided  by  law  for  poor  and  impris- 
oned debtors,  shall  have  been  administered:  and  the  gaolers  fees  for  each 
commitment  and  discharge  of  a  prisoner,  shall  be  fifty  cents,  and  for  dieting  each 


15.  The  Council  had  appointed  committees  in  1815  to  report  on  conditions  in  the  county  jails; 
their  reports,  several  of  them  very  critical,  were  presented  to  the  Assembly  at  the  current  session  and 
can  be  found  in  the  Archives,  Crimes  and  Misdemeanors,  Ser.  2,  II,  40-48;  see  also  S.R.,  XVII,  338; 
House  Journal,  May  27,  1816.  For  the  basic  title  on  jails,  see  Stat.  Conn.,  1808,  pp.  363-68.  This 
includes  provisions  for  prisoners'  self- maintenance;  for  the  debtors'  oath  referenced  below,  see 
ibid.,  p.  370.  At  the  beginning  of  the  second  section  of  the  bill,  the  House  erased  a  passage  before 
the  words  "the  several  county  courts":  "the  weekly  maintenance,  paid  by  a  Creditor  to  his  Debtor  in 
conformity  to  the  Act,  to  which  this  is  an  addition,  shall  commence,  and  be  made  from  the  time, 
when  said  Debtor  is  first  confined  by  the  suit  of  such  Creditor,  in  case  such  Debtor,  shall  within 
fourteen  days  from  his  Commitment  have  taken  the  Oath,  provided  by  Law,  for  poor  and 
imprisoned  debtors.  And."  The  Council  concurred  and  made  a  small  change  in  the  revised  section 
clarifying  that  the  oath  was  for  poor  debtors.  Archives,  Crimes  and  Misdemeanors,  Ser.  2,  II,  49.  For 
the  May  1803  act  referenced  in  the  first  section,  see  S.R.,  XI,  207. 
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prisoner  per  week,  such  sum  as  the  county  court  in  the  county  shall  direct;  any- 
thing in  the  act  to  which  this  is  in  addition,  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

General  Assembly,  May  Session,  1816. 

Charles  Denison,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
Attest.  Thomas  Day  Secretary.  John  Cotton  Smith,  Governour. 

An  Act  in  alteration  of  an  Act,  entitled,  An  Act  for  the  punishment  of 
divers  capital  and  other  felonies.16  [Stat.  Conn.,  II,  260] 

Sec.  1 .  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governour  and  Council  and  House  of  Represen- 
tatives in  General  Court  assembled,  That  so  much  of  the  seventh  paragraph  of 
said  act,  as  prescribes  the  punishment  of  setting  in  the  Pillory  and  whipping  on 
the  naked  body,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed. 

Sec.  2.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  any  person  convicted  of  any  offence  in 
said  seventh  paragraph  forbidden,  shall  be  punished  by  imprisonment  in  a 
common  gaol  not  exceeding  two  years,  and  may  also  be  bound  to  his  good  be- 
havior, at  the  discretion  of  the  Superiour  Court  as  therein  directed. 

General  Assembly  May  Session  1816. 

Charles  Denison,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
Attest.  Thomas  Day,  Secretary.  John  Cotton  Smith,  Governour. 

An  Act  for  the  punishment  of  Adultery.17  [Stat.  Conn.,  II,  260] 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governour  and  Council  and  House  of  Representatives 
in  General  Court  assembled,  That  if  any  man  shall  commit  adultery  with  a 
married  woman,  each  of  them  on  conviction  before  the  Superior  Court,  shall  be 
punished  by  imprisonment,  the  man  in  New  Gate  Prison,  and  the  woman  in  a 
common  gaol,  not  exceeding  five  years,  nor  less  than  two  years. 


16.  The  seventh  paragraph  of  the  basic  title,  modified  here,  established  punishments  for 
blasphemy.  The  House  amended  the  bill  by  removing  a  phrase  in  the  first  section  repealing  the 
eighth  and  ninth  paragraphs  as  well;  those  sections  dealt  with  punishments  for  denying  the  truth  of 
Christian  doctrine.  The  Council  concurred  with  this  change.  Stat.  Conn.,  1808,  pp.  295-96; 
Archives,  Crimes  and  Misdemeanors,  Ser.  2,  V,  153.  This  act  continued  recent  efforts  to  eliminate 
whipping  and  other  corporal  punishments:  see,  for  example,  S.R.,  XVII,  328,  328n,  and  the  act 
immediately  following  this  one. 

17.  For  the  act  repealed  here,  see  Stat.  Conn.,  1808,  pp.  41-42.  It  provided  for  the  whipping  of 
offenders,  the  burning  on  the  forehead  of  the  letter  "A,"  and  the  wearing  of  a  halter  around  the  neck.  The 
bill  had  been  introduced  in  the  October  1815  session:  Archives,  Crimes  and  Misdemeanors,  Ser.  2,  II,  57. 
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Sec.  II.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  act  entitled  "an  Act  against  and  for 
the  punishment  of  Adultery,"  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed. 

General  Assembly,  May  Session  1816. 

Charles  Denison,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
Attest.  Thomas  Day,  Secretary.  John  Cotton  Smith,  Governour. 

An  Act  in  alteration  of  an  Act  entitled,  An  Act  for  the  due  observance  of 
the  Sabbath  or  Lord's  Day.18  [Stat.  Conn.,  II,  261] 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governour  and  Council  and  House  of  Representatives  in 
General  Court  assembled,  That  so  much  of  the  first  paragraph  as  prescribes  a 
penalty  of  fifty  cents  for  the  offences  therein  mentioned,  be,  and  the  same 
hereby,  is  repealed. 

General  Assembly  May  Session  1816. 

Charles  Denison  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
Attest.  Thomas  Day,  Secretary.  John  Cotton  Smith,  Governour. 

An  Act  to  repeal  part  of  an  Act  entitled,  An  Act  for  regulating  and  orderly 
celebrating  of  marriages;  and  for  preventing  and  punishing  incestuous 
and  other  unlawful  marriages.19  [Stat.  Conn.,  II,  261] 

Sec.  1 .  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governour  and  Council  and  House  of  Represen- 
tatives in  General  Court  assembled,  That  so  much  of  said  Act  as  forbids 
marrying  a  brothers  wife,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed. 

Sec.  2d.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  marriages  heretofore  had,  be- 
tween any  man  and  the  wife  of  his  deceased  brother,  where  the  parties  are  now 


18.  The  first  paragraph  of  the  basic  title  on  the  Sabbath  had  established  the  fine  for  every 
offence  of  non-attendance  at  public  worship:  Stat.  Conn.,  1808,  pp.  577-78.  Left  unrepealed  was 
that  part  of  the  paragraph  stating  that  people  should  apply  themselves  publicly  and  privately  to  the 
duties  of  religion  on  the  Lord's  Day. 

19.  The  prohibition  on  marrying  a  deceased  brother's  widow  and  associated  penalties  can  be 
found  in  the  fourth  paragraph  of  the  basic  title  on  marriage;  for  a  specific  case  involving  this  issue, 
see  below,  pp.  62-63.  During  the  years  covered  by  this  volume,  the  Assembly  considered  a  general 
bill  amending  the  basic  title  on  marriages  which  would  have  removed  a  variety  of  corporal 
punishments,  including  whipping  and  the  public  wearing  of  letters,  for  such  offenses  as  incest, 
bigamy,  and  cross-dressing.  Stat.,  Conn.,  1808,  pp.  477-81;  Rejected  Bills,  1815-1817,  Box  4, 
folder  16,  doc.  88. 
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living,  shall  be  valid;  and  the  issue  of  such  marriages  shall  be  deemed  legiti- 
mate and  entitled  to  all  rights  as  such,  any  law  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

General  Assembly  May  Session,  1816. 

Charles  Denison,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
Attest.  Thomas  Day,  Secretary.  John  Cotton  Smith,  Governour. 

An  Act  to  repeal  part  of  an  Act  entitled,  An  Act  for  restraining  the  taking 
of  excessive  usury.20  [Stat.  Conn.,  II,  262] 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governour  and  Council  and  House  of  Representatives 
in  General  Court  assembled,  That  the  fourth,  fifth,  sixth,  seventh  and  eighth 
paragraphs  of  said  act  be,  and  they  are  hereby  repealed. 

General  Assembly  May  Session,  1816. 

Charles  Denison,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
Attest.  Thomas  Day,  Secretary.  John  Cotton  Smith,  Governour. 

An  Act  in  addition  to  an  Act  entitled  An  Act  to  authorise  the  Superior 
Court  to  grant  relief  in  certain  cases  of  insolvency.21  [Stat.  Conn.,  II,  262] 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governour  and  Council  and  House  of  Representatives 
in  General  Court  assembled,  That  whenever  any  debtor  shall  prefer  his  or  her 
petition  to  the  Superiour  Court  for  the  benefit  of  said  act,  he  or  she  may  apply 
to  either  of  the  Judges  of  the  Superior  Court  who  is  hereby  authorised  to  grant 
an  order  directing  the  notice  which  shall  be  given  on  such  petition  to  the  credi- 
tors of  such  debtor  living  without  this  State;  and  on  proof  being  made  to  said 
court  that  such  order  has  been  complied  with,  the  court  may,  at  their  discretion, 
proceed  to  hear  and  determine  such  petition  at  the  term  to  which  the  same  is 
made  returnable,  any  law  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

General  Assembly  May  Session  1816. 

Charles  Denison,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
Attest.  Thomas  Day,  Secretary.  John  Cotton  Smith,  Governour. 


20.  The  five  paragraphs  in  the  basic  title  on  usury  that  are  repealed  here  can  be  found  in  Stat. 
Conn.,  1808,  pp.  678-79.  They  provided  legal  procedures  by  which  usurers  could  be  investigated 
by  grand  juries  and  brought  to  trial. 

21.  For  the  October  1815  act  to  which  this  is  an  addition,  see  S.R.,  XVII,  465-68,  465-66n. 


34  PUBLIC  records  May, 

An  Act  in  addition  to  an  Act  entitled  An  Act  for  forming  and  conducting 
the  military  force  of  this  State.2"  [Stat.  Conn.,  II,  263] 
Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governour  and  Council  and  House  of  Representatives 
in  General  Court  assembled,  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Commander  in 
Chief,  if  he  shall  judge  it  expedient,  to  accept  or  raise  from  the  cavalry  one 
Regiment  of  Horse  Artillery,  to  be  annexed  to  the  Brigade  of  Artillery,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  number  allowed  by  the  Act  aforesaid:  and  that  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  field  officers  in  each  regiment  of  artillery  in  this  State,  to  divide  and  allot, 
as  occasion  may  require,  the  regiment  under  their  command,  to  themselves 
severally  by  companies:  and  each  of  said  officers  shall  have  the  same  power 
over  the  companies  so  allotted  to  him.  as  are  invested  in  a  board  of  officers  in 
and  by  the  twenty  sixth  paragraph  of  the  Act  to  which  this  is  in  addition:  and  if 
such  officer  shall,  in  the  Exercise  of  said  power,  inflict  any  fine  on  a  delin- 
quent, he  is  hereby  authorised  to  issue  a  warrant  therefor:  And  that  nothing 
contained  in  the  act  to  which  this  is  in  addition  shall  extend,  or  be  construed  to 
extend,  to  prevent  the  Enlistment  and  continuance  of  any  person  in  a  fire  com- 
pany, established  by  law.  who.  at  the  time  of  passing  said  act.  belonged  to  such 
company.  Provided  however  that  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  construed 
so  as  to  retain  any  member  of  a  fire  company  in  such  company  who  has  already 
enlisted  into  any  company  of  the  militia  of  this  State. 

General  Assembly  May  Session  1816. 

Charles  Denison.  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
Attest.  Thomas  Day.  Secretary.  John  Cotton  Smith.  Governour. 


22.  This  act  supplemented  the  new  militia  law  passed  in  October  1815:  S.R..  XVII.  441-65. 441- 
42n.  The  26th  section,  referenced  here,  can  be  found  on  pp.  453-54:  that  relating  to  members  of  fire 
companies  is  on  p.  462.  The  Council  deleted  language  in  the  bill  after  the  words  "the  Act  aforesaid: 
and":  "that  appeals,  from  fines  imposed  on  a  non  commissioned  officer  or  private,  in  the  Brigade  of 
Artillery,  in  this  State,  may  be  made  to  either  of  the  Field  Officers  of  the  Regiment,  to  which  such  non 
commissioned  officer  or  private  belongs,  under  the  same  restrictions  and  limitations  as  are  by  said  Act 
established  regarding  appeals  in  other  cases"  and  substituted  the  phrase  "and  that  it  shall  be  the 
duty  .  .  .  issue  a  warrant  therefor."  The  Council  also  substituted  the  words  "one  Regiment"  for  'Two 
Companies"  early  in  the  act  and  added  the  words  "to  be  annexed  to  the  Brigade  of  Artillery"  shortly 
thereafter,  the  House  added  the  proviso  about  fire  companies  at  the  end  of  the  act.  Each  house 
concurred  v.  ith  the  other's  changes.  Archives.  Militia.  Ser.  3.  II.  4.  The  Assembly  ordered  that  this  and 
other  militia  legislation  be  printed:  see  below,  pp.  39-40.  40n. 
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An  Act  in  addition  to  an  Act  entitled,  An  Act  in  addition  to  and  alteration  of 
an  Act  for  the  inspection  of  Provisions  and  other  articles  of  commerce.23 
[Stat.  Conn.,  II,  263-64] 

Sec.  1 .  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governour  and  Council  and  House  of  Represen- 
tatives in  General  Court  assembled,  That  no  deputy  or  assistant  inspector  shall 
brand  in  the  manner  directed  in  the  act  to  which  this  is  in  addition  any  barrel, 
cask,  or  other  vessel  containing  shad  imported  into  this  State  from  any  other 
State  or  place;  and  each  Deputy  or  assistant  inspector  offending  against  this  act 
shall  forfeit  to  the  treasury  of  this  State  five  dollars  for  each  Barrel,  cask,  or 
other  vessel  so  unlawfully  branded. 

Sec.  2.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  other  person  than  a  deputy  or  assis- 
tant inspector  shall  presume  to  brand  in  the  manner  directed  in  the  act  to  which 
this  is  in  addition,  any  barrel,  cask,  or  other  vessel  containing  shad,  mackerel, 
or  cod  fish,  such  person  shall,  for  each  barrel,  cask,  or  vessel,  so  unlawfully 
branded,  forfeit  seven  dollars  to  the  Treasury  of  this  State. 

Sec.  3.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  several  states 
attornies  in  their  respective  counties,  and  of  all  other  informing  officers,  to 
prosecute  to  Effect  all  breaches  of  this  act. 

General  Assembly,  May  Session  1816. 

Charles  Denison  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
Attest.  Thomas  Day  Secretary.  John  Cotton  Smith  Governour. 

An  Act  in  addition  to  an  Act,  for  the  Inspection  of  Provisions,  and  other 
articles  of  commerce.24  [Stat.  Conn.,  II,  264-65] 

Sec.  1 .  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governour  and  Council  and  House  of  Represen- 
tatives in  General  Court  assembled,  That  all  cedar  and  pine  shingles  that  shall 
be  offered  for  sale  in  this  State,  shall  not  be  less  than  eighteen  inches  long,  four 
inches  wide,  and  half  an  inch  in  thickness  at  the  but,  well  packed  in  eighteen 
inch  hoops,  with  thirty  six  courses,  if  in  round  bunches,  for  a  quarter  of  a  thou- 
sand; or  in  sq[u]are  bunches,  a  quarter  half  or  a  thousand:  And  that  the  same 


23.  For  the  basic  title  and  two  acts  of  1806-7  providing  for  the  inspection  and  branding  of 
containers  of  fish,  see  Stat.  Conn.,  1808,  pp.  394-400. 

24.  The  present  act  made  slight  changes  from  section  22  of  the  basic  title  and  added  language 
about  how  shingles  should  be  classified:  Stat.  Conn.,  1808,  p.  397.  At  some  point  during  the 
preparation  of  this  act,  the  legislators  deleted  a  phrase  at  the  end  of  the  second  section:  "to  be  paid 
one  half  by  the  owner  &  the  other  half  by  the  purchaser  of  the  same."  Similarly,  a  passage  was  struck 
out  in  the  third  section  after  the  words  "contrary  to  this  act":  "shall  be  liable  to  the  same  penalty  as  is 
provided  in  and  by  the  act  aforesaid  to  which  this  is  an  addition."  Archives,  Trade  and  Maritime 
Affairs,  Ser.  2,  II,  80.  The  act  was  repealed  at  the  October  1816  session:  below,  p.  113. 
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before  offered  for  sale  shall  be  inspected,  in  the  same  manner  as  is  provided  in 
and  by  the  aforesaid  act,  for  the  inspection  of  shingles  for  Exportation. 

Sec.  2.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  shingles,  before  offered  for  sale  as  afore- 
said, shall  by  said  inspector  be  divided  into  three  qualities,  and  branded  No.  1 . 2.  and 
3.  across  the  but[t]  of  the  same,  with  the  two  first  letters  of  said  inspectors  name,  and 
the  quality  aforesaid,  No.  1 .  to  consist  of  straight  rifted  and  breasted  shingles;  No.  2. 
straight  rifted  shingles;  and  No.  3  refuse.  And  said  inspector  for  inspection  and 
branding  as  aforesaid  shall  be  allowed  eight  cents  for  every  thousand. 

Sec.  3d.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  persons,  who,  after  the  first  day  of  Jan- 
uary next,  shall  offer  for  sale  any  shingles  in  this  State  contrary  to  this  act,  he  or 
they  shall  forfeit  the  same,  or  the  value  thereof,  one  half  to  the  person  who  shall 
prosecute  or  sue  for  the  same  and  the  other  half  to  the  treasurer  of  this  State. 

General  Assembly  May  Session,  1816. 

Charles  Denison,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
Attest.  Thomas  Day,  Secretary.  John  Cotton  Smith,  Governour. 

Ordered  that  the  Honorable  Jonathan  Brace  and  Mr.  Sylvester  Wells  pres- 
ent the  thanks  of  this  Assembly  to  the  Reverend  Abel  Flint  for  his  Sermon 
delivered  before  this  Assembly  on  the  ninth  instant  and  request  a  copy  thereof, 
that  it  may  be  printed.25 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  a  tax  of  one  cent  on  the  dollar  be  laid  on  the 
list  of  Polls  and  rateable  estate  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  State  for  the  year  1815 
to  be  collected  and  paid  into  the  Treasury  of  this  State  on  or  before  the  20th  of 
February  next. 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly  that  it  is  inexpedient  to  amend  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States  as  it  regards  the  choosing  of  Representatives  in  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States  and  also  as  it  regards  the  appointing  Electors  of  President  and 
Vice  President  of  the  United  States  in  manner  proposed  by  the  Common  weath  of 
Massachusetts,  and  that  his  Excellency  the  Governour  be  requested  to  forward  a 


25.  Abel  Flint  (1765-1825),  the  pastor  of  Second  Congregational  Church  in  Hartford,  was 
actively  involved  in  the  work  of  the  Missionary  Society  of  Connecticut  and  the  Connecticut  Bible 
Society.  A  Yale  graduate,  he  received  an  honorary  doctorate  of  theology  from  Union  College  in 
1818.  Dexter,  Yale  Biographies,  IV,  404-7.  His  oration  was  published  as  A  Sermon,  Preached  at  the 
Anniversary  Election,  Hartford,  May  9,  1816  (Hartford,  1816)  and  was  based  on  Proverbs  XIV,  34, 
"Righteousness  exalteth  a  nation." 
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copy  of  this  Resolution  to  the  executives  of  the  several  states.26 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly  that  it  is  inexpedient  to  amend  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States  as  it  regards  the  choosing  of  Representatives  in  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States  and  also  as  it  regards  the  mode  of  appointing  Electors  of  Presi- 
dent and  vice  President  of  the  United  States  in  manner  proposed  by  the  General 
Assembly  of  North  Carolina,  and  that  his  Excellency  the  Governour  be  requested 
to  forward  a  copy  of  this  Resolution  to  the  executives  of  the  several  states. 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  the  Senators  from  this  State  in  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States  be  and  they  are  hereby  constituted  and  appointed  agents,  in 
behalf  of  this  State  to  present  to  the  proper  officer  or  officers,  acting  under  the 
laws  or  authority  of  the  United  States,  the  accounts  of  Expences,  incurred  by  this 
State,  by  the  late  war,  and  to  procure  the  same  to  be  liquidated  and  settled,  and  to 
receive  the  balance  due,  and  pay  the  same  into  the  Treasury  of  this  State.27 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  in  discharge  of  a  debt  amounting  to  two 
thousand  four  hundred  and  twenty  five  dollars  due  to  the  School  Fund  from 
Peter  Farnam,  the  Commissioner  of  the  School  Fund,  shall  be,  and  he  is  hereby 


26.  During  the  period  covering  this  volume,  a  number  of  attempts  were  made  to  amend  the  U.S. 
Constitution  to  provide  for  the  election  of  U.S.  representatives  and  presidential  and  vice 
presidential  electors  by  geographical  district.  Current  constitutional  provisions  and  practice 
allowed  the  individual  states  to  determine  the  method  for  themselves;  in  Connecticut,  congressmen 
were  chosen  at  large  by  the  voters  in  a  state-wide  election  and  presidential  electors  were  appointed 
by  the  General  Assembly.  The  amendments,  if  successful,  might  have  curtailed  the  power  of  the 
majority  party  in  a  state  to  choose  a  solid  block  of  like-minded  electors  or  representatives,  since 
opponents  could  be  expected  to  win  some  individual  geographical  districts.  In  1813a  committee  of 
the  Connecticut  General  Assembly  had  rejected  a  proposed  constitutional  amendment  on 
districting  at  both  levels.  In  December  1 8 1 5  and  February  18 16  respectively,  the  North  Carolina  and 
Massachusetts  legislatures  had  transmitted  amendments  calling  for  districting;  the  Massachusetts 
proposal  made  modifications  in  North  Carolina's  original  amendment,  which  North  Carolina  itself 
adopted  later  in  1816.  In  his  speech  opening  the  May  1816  session,  Gov.  Smith  referred  the  two 
amendments  to  the  Assembly.  The  legislators  appointed  a  committee,  which  prepared  this  and  the 
following  resolution  without  offering  a  reason  for  its  recommendation.  S.R.,  XVI,  239n;  Archives, 
Civil  Officers,  Ser.  2,  XXII,  108-1 10,  121;  Courant,  May  14,  1816;  Ames,  Proposed  Amendments, 
pp.  21,  56-57,  80-84,  330ff;  David  E.  Kyvig,  Explicit  and  Authentic  Acts:  Amending  the  U.S. 
Constitution,  1776-1995  (Lawrence,  Kansas,  1996),  p.  121;  Skeen,  1816,  pp.  48-49.  (It  should  be 
noted  that  Ames  considers  the  full  range  of  related  amendments  and  actions  by  other  states  and  by 
Congress  in  addition  to  those  directly  addressed  by  the  Connecticut  legislature  and  recorded  in  the 
Public  Records.)  The  Assembly  again  considered  the  issue  in  May  1817:  below,  pp.  192,  192n. 

27.  For  the  balance  due  to  the  state  from  the  federal  government  for  expenses  incurred  during 
the  War  of  1812  and  its  significance  in  Connecticut  politics,  see  above,  p.  xxvii.  A  committee  had 
been  investigating  the  matter  since  1815:  S.R.,  XVII,  335,  335n. 
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authorised  to  receive  of  Abiather  Wolcott  and  David  Landon  their  bond,  or  the 
bonds  of  them  respectively,  payable  to  the  School  Fund  and  secured  by  Mort- 
gage or  mortgages  which  together  with  such  advancement  in  cash  as  the 
Commissioner  shall  require,  shall  amount  to  the  sum  aforesaid,  and  that  in  dis- 
charge of  a  debt,  amounting  to  two  thousand,  six  hundred  and  eighty  nine 
dollars,  due  to  the  School  Fund,  from  Nathaniel  Edwards,  the  said  Commis- 
sioner be  authorised  to  receive  of  Thomas  Sheldon,  his  Bond  payable  to  the 
School  Fund,  and  secured  by  mortgage  to  the  satisfaction  of  said  Commis- 
sioner amounting  (in  addition  to  such  sum  as  said  Commissioner  shall  require 
in  cash)  to  said  debt  due  from  said  Edwards. 

Whereas  Judson  Canfield  Esquire  of  Sharon  mortgaged  to  the  Treasurer  of  this 
State,  certain  lands  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  and  other  lands  lying  in  Sharon  in  this 
State  to  secure  to  the  School  Fund  the  payment  of  eight  thousand  five  Hundred  and 
four  dollars,  and  hath  since  conveyed  his  right  and  interest  in  said  land  in  Sharon  to 
Amaziah  Wright  and  Benjamin  Wilson  subject  to  the  payment  in  his  behalf  of  a 
part  of  said  debt  amounting  to  four  thousand  six  hundred  and  fifty  eight  dollars. 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  if  said  Amaziah  Wright  pay  or  secure  to  said 
School  Fund  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  School  fund,  by  his 
bond  and  sufficient  mortgage,  the  sum  of  two  thousand  five  Hundred  dollars, 
and  the  said  Wilson  the  sum  of  two  thousand  one  hundred  fifty  eight  dollars,  by 
cash,  or  his  bond  and  sufficient  mortgage,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Treasurer 
of  this  State,  to  endorse  said  sums  on  the  Bond  of  said  Canfield,  and  release  to 
said  Canfield  and  his  assigns  all  the  claims  of  this  State  in  or  to  said  land  in 
Sharon,  as  aforesaid. 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  in  the  reorganizing  the  Militia  pursuant  to 
the  act  of  the  General  Assembly,  passed  in  October  last,  if  more  field  or  com- 
missioned officers  shall  be  included  in  the  limits  of  any  Regiment  or  company 
of  Infantry,  than  are  by  law  allowed,  the  officer  or  officers  of  the  respective 
grades,  eldest  in  commission  shall  be  permitted  to  make  his  or  their  Election, 
whether  to  remain  in  office,  or  to  be  dismissed,  and  officers  of  the  grades  afore- 
said, who,  on  such  reorganization  of  the  militia,  shall  be  supernum[er]ary,  shall 
at  their  Election  retain  their  rank  and  remain  in  the  line  of  promotion  or  may  be 
dismissed  by  the  Captain  General  or  such  officer  or  officers  as  he  shall  desig- 
nate. And  in  the  union  of  two  or  more  companies,  all  non  commissioned 
officers  thereof  shall  be  suffered  to  retain  their  warrants,  and  do  duty  as  such  in 
the  company  to  which  they  may  be  assigned.  Provided  however,  that  vacancies 
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which  may  afterwards  happen,  shall  not  be  filled,  until  the  number  shall  be  re- 
duced to  the  complement  of  non  commissioned  officers  required  by  law.28 

And,  be  it  further  Resolved  that  when  more  than  two  enlisted  companies  of 
infantry  shall  fall  within  the  limits  of  any  Regiment,  they  may  at  the  discretion 
of  the  Commander  in  Chief  be  retained  as  flank  companies  and  perform  duty  as 
such,  and  that  all  officers  chosen  in  any  enlisted  company  raised  in  pursuance 
of  said  act,  shall  under  the  direction  of  the  Commander  in  Chief  be  authorised 
to  act  as  such,  tho'  no  commissions  shall  have  issued  to  them,  until  the  rising  of 
the  General  Assembly  in  October  next  and  all  persons  enlisted  into  said  com- 
panies where  no  neglect  of  duty  is  imputable  to  them,  shall  until  the  rising  of 
the  General  Assembly  in  October  next,  be  excused  from  fines  imposed  for  ne- 
glect of  duty  in  the  companies  to  which  they  before  belonged  and  entitled  to 
the  same  Exemptions  from  taxes  as  they  would  have  had,  in  case  from  the  time 
of  their  Enlistment,  they  had  been  under  the  command  of  officers  authorised  to 
give  the  certificates  required  by  law  in  such  cases. 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly  that  the  Secretary  be  and  he  is  hereby  empowered 
to  subscribe  for  and  receive  for  the  use  and  disposal  of  the  General  Assembly  fif- 
teen copies  of  the  second  and  improved  Edition  of  state  Papers  and  Public 
documents  proposed  to  be  printed  by  Thomas  B.  Wait  and  Sons;  the  aforesaid 
copies  to  be  delivered  in  strong  leather  binding  at  the  rate  of  two  dollars  and  fifty 
cents  for  each  volume,  exclusive  of  cost  of  transportation,  and  the  Secretary  is 
hereby  directed,  on  the  delivery  as  aforesaid  of  fifteen  copies  of  the  first  volume 
of  said  Edition,  to  pay  for  the  same  at  the  rate  aforesaid  and  in  like  manner  to  pay 
for  the  same  number  of  each  succeeding  volume  when  delivered  as  aforesaid.29 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly  that  the  Secretary  cause  the  several  public  Acts 
passed  at  the  present  session  of  the  Legislature  and  also  the  Resolve  relating  to 
the  militia  to  be  published  in  the  several  newspapers  printed  in  this  State. 


28.  For  the  October  1815  act  on  the  militia,  see  S.R.,  XVII,  441-65,  441-42n.  General  orders 
carrying  out  the  provisions  of  that  act  and  the  present  resolution  were  issued  as  a  pamphlet  during 
the  summer:  Organization  of  the  Militia  of  the  State  of  Connecticut,  in  Pursuance  of  an  Act  of  the 
General  Assembly,  Passed  October  Session,  1815,  as  Far  as  Respects  the  Infantry,  Cavalry,  and 
Artillery  (Hartford,  1816). 

29.  State  Papers  and  Publick  Documents  of  the  United  States  from  the  Accession  of  George 
Washington  to  the  Presidency  ...(2nd  ed.,  10  vols.,  Boston,  1817).  The  Assembly  provided  for  the 
distribution  of  the  copies  below,  p.  191. 
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Resolved  by  this  Assembly  that  the  Adjutant  General  of  the  State  be  author- 
ised and  he  is  hereby  authorised  and  directed  to  cause  to  be  printed  all  the  laws 
regarding  the  militia  that  have  been  passed  during  the  session  of  the  General 
Assembly  in  October  1815  and  May  1816  in  a  pamphlet  and  to  furnish  each 
general  and  field  officer  now  in  command  with  a  copy  thereof  and  also  one 
copy  to  each  company  of  every  description  of  Troops  under  the  new  organiza- 
tion of  the  Militia  and  cause  the  same  to  be  distributed  to  the  general  and  Field 
officers  and  to  the  commandants  of  the  respective  companies  which  shall  be 
handed  over  to  their  successors  in  office  and  the  Controller  is  authorised  to 
adjust  and  allow  the  account  of  the  Expence  thereof  and  draw  on  the  Treasurer 
in  favour  of  the  Adjutant  General  for  the  payment  of  the  same.30 

Whereas  Peter  Lung  who  is  under  sentence  of  death  for  the  murder  of  his  wife 
has  a  Petition  pending  before  this  Assembly,  praying  its  interposition  in  his  behalf31 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  said  Petition  be  publickly  heard  by  counsel 
before  both  Houses  of  the  General  Assembly  any  resolution  limiting  the  time 
of  public  hearings  notwithstanding,  and  at  the  request  of  the  states  Attorney  in 
and  for  the  County  of  Middlesex,  the  Honorable  Roger  M.  Sherman  is  assigned 
as  council  to  assist  said  Attorney  on  said  trial  in  behalf  of  this  State. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved,  that  the  said  Honorable  Roger  M.  Sherman  shall 
not  by  complying  with  the  request  contained  in  the  foregoing  Resolution  be 
deemed  to  have  vacated  his  seat  in  this  Assembly,  but  is  hereby  declared  to  be 
capable  of  holding  the  same  any  law  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Whereas  the  name  of  William  C.  Sistare  through  mistake  was  inserted  in  an 
Ensigns  commission  at  the  General  Assembly  in  October  1815  instead  of  the 
name  of  Joseph  C.  Sistare,  the  person  chosen  to  the  said  office  by  the  first 
Company  of  the  third  Regiment  of  Militia  to  which  he  belonged  and  intended 
to  have  been  appointed  by  the  Legislature 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly  that  said  mistake  be  corrected  and  the  Secretary 
be  authorised  to  issue  a  commission  to  the  said  Joseph  C.  Sistare  as  Ensign  of 
said  company,  to  take  rank  from  the  twenty  fifth  day  of  August  1815,  as  speci- 
fied in  said  erroneous  commission  which  is  hereby  vacated. 


30.  The  Militia  Laws  of  the  State  of  Connecticut.  Published  by  Direction  of  the  General  Assembly 
(Norwich,  1816).  In  addition  to  three  militia  acts  passed  during  the  October  1815  session  (S.R.,  XVII, 
441-65,  441^2n.  476, 476n),  this  pamphlet  contained  the  act  and  resolutions  adopted  at  the  present 
session:  above,  pp.  34,  38-39. 

3 1 .  For  the  background  and  significance  of  this  case,  see  above,  p.  xx.  Lung's  current  petition, 
dated  May  15,  1816.  followed  his  second  trial  in  December  1815.  at  which  he  had  again  been  convicted 
of  murder.  The  appeal  was  unsuccessful  and  he  was  executed  in  June  1816.  Skeen.  1816,  pp.  175-77; 
Rejected  Bills,  181 5-17,  Box  4, 1816,  folder  10,  docs.  131-38.  folder  11,  docs.  139-40.  The  law  provided 
that  a  state  representative  could  act  as  counsel  before  the  Assembly  only  in  cases  involving  himself,  his 
town,  or  a  near  relation;  if  he  acted  in  other  cases  his  seat  would  be  vacated:  Stat.  Conn.,  1808,  p.  203. 
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Whereas  the  Listers  of  the  Town  of  Canaan  in  their  return  of  the  Lists  of 
Polls  and  rateable  Estate  for  the  year  1815  did  through  misapprehension  of  the 
Law  on  that  subject,  return  the  amount  of  assessments  only  without  specifying 
the  names  and  occupations  of  the  Individuals  assessed  as  by  law  directed,  but 
have  since  made  return 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  That  the  Controller  be  directed  to  receive  the  In- 
dividual assessments  with  their  occupations  of  the  said  Town  of  Canaan  and 
that  forfeitures  and  penalties  against  said  town  of  Canaan  and  the  Listers 
thereof  incurred  on  that  account  be  hereby  remitted. 

Whereas  the  Listers  of  the  Town  of  Goshen  neglected  through  mistake  to  make 
return  of  the  List  of  said  town  for  the  year  1815,  to  the  Controller  of  Public  Ac- 
counts within  the  time  required  by  law,  but  have  since  made  return  of  the  same 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  the  Controller  be  and  he  hereby  is  author- 
ised and  directed  to  receive  said  List,  and  that  all  forfeitures  and  penalties 
incurred  by  reason  of  said  neglect  be  and  the  same  are  hereby  remitted. 

Upon  the  Memorial  of  Silas  Higley  and  others  Listers  of  the  Town  of  Granby 
Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  the  Controller  of  Public  Accounts  be  and  he 

hereby  is  authorised  to  receive  the  List  of  Polls  and  rateable  estate  of  said  Town 

for  the  year  1815,  notwithstanding  any  omission  to  return  the  same  in  season; 

and  that  all  forfeitures  and  penalties  incurred  by  reason  of  said  omission  be  and 

the  same  are  hereby  remitted. 

Whereas  the  Listers  of  the  Town  of  Lebanon  for  the  last  year  omitted  to 
return  the  list  of  that  town  to  the  Controller  of  Public  Accounts  as  the  law  di- 
rects, but  have  since  made  return 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  the  Controller  of  Public  Accounts  be  and  he 
is  hereby  authorised  to  receive  the  list  from  said  Town  and  that  the  penalties  in- 
curred by  said  listers  for  not  making  return  in  the  time  prescribed  by  law,  be, 
and  the  same  are  hereby  remitted. 

Upon  the  Petition  of  Ebenezer  Brockway  Lister  of  the  Town  of  Lyme  for  the 
year  1815. 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  the  fines  and  forfeitures  incurred  by  the 
Listers  of  said  town  of  Lyme  for  the  year  1815,  by  said  Listers  not  returning  the 
List  of  said  town  to  the  Controller  of  Public  Accounts  be  and  are  hereby  remit- 
ted and  the  Controller  is  hereby  ordered  to  receive  the  list  of  said  Town. 

Whereas  the  Listers  of  the  Town  of  New  Fairfield  did  not  return  their  list  for 
the  year  1815  within  the  time  limited  by  law  owing,  to  the  absence  of  one  of  the 
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listers,  who  had  agreed  to  make  up  and  transmit  said  List  to  the  Comptroller  of 
Public  Accounts 

Resolved  therefore  by  this  Assembly,  that  the  Comptroller  of  Public  Ac- 
counts be  and  he  is  hereby  authorised  to  receive  said  list  notwithstanding  any 
omission  to  return  the  same  and  that  all  forfeitures  and  penalties  incurred  by 
reason  thereof  be  and  the  same  are  hereby  remitted. 

Upon  the  Memorial  of  William  Giddings  Lister  of  the  Town  of  Sherman 
Resolved  by  this  Assembly  that  the  Controller  of  Public  Accounts  be  and  he 

hereby  is  authorised  to  receive  the  list  of  Polls  and  rateable  estate  of  said  town 

for  the  year  1815  notwithstanding  any  omission  to  return  the  same  in  season; 

and  that  all  forfeitures  and  penalties  incurred  by  reason  of  said  omission  be  and 

the  same  are  hereby  remitted. 

Whereas  the  Listers  of  the  town  of  Waterford  did  not  return  their  list  for  the 
year  1815  within  the  time  limited  by  law  through  mistake 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  the  Comptroller  of  Public  Accounts  be  and 
he  is  hereby  authorised  to  receive  said  List  notwithstanding  any  omission  to 
return  the  same  and  that  all  the  forfeitures  and  penalties  incurred  by  reason 
thereof  be  and  the  same  are  hereby  remitted. 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly  that  Enoch  Perkins  and  Thomas  S.  Williams  Esquires 
together  with  the  Controller  of  Public  Accounts  be  and  they  are  hereby  appointed  to 
audit  and  adjust  the  accounts  of  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  to  the  thirtieth  day  of  Sep- 
tember next  and  report  to  the  General  Assembly  to  be  held  in  October  next. 

Upon  the  Petition  of  Joel  Canfield  and  others  shewing  to  this  Assembly  that 
the  County  Court  within  and  for  the  County  of  Middlesex  laid  out  and  estab- 
lished a  public  highway  from  a  point  on  the  center  of  the  Killingworth  and 
Haddam  Turnpike  Road  near  the  Dwelling  House  of  Orrin  Parmelee  in  North 
Killingworth  to  the  Bridge  near  the  dwelling  House  of  Bani  Denison  in 
Saybrook  by  Cedar  Swamp  Pond  and  the  head  of  the  cove  so  called,  praying 
that  the  petitioners  may  be  incorporated  into  a  Turnpike  company  to  make  and 
maintain  said  road,  as  per  Petition  on  file  dated  the  9th  day  of  October  1 8 15. ,: 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly  that  Joel  Canfield,  Bani  Denison  and  Samuel 
Hough  and  others,  their  associates,  successors,  heirs  and  assigns  be  and  they 
are  hereby  constituted  a  corporation  by  the  name  of  The  Chester  and  North 


32.  For  the  initial  presentation  of  the  petition,  see  S.R..  XVII,  534.  This  turnpike  company 
operated  for  a  number  of  years  and  was  involved  in  later  attempts  to  link  Norwich  and  New  Haven: 
Wood.  Turnpikes,  pp.  388.  405-6. 
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Killingworth  Turnpike  Company,  and  by  that  name  to  sue  and  be  sued  in  all 
courts  of  Record,  to  ordain  and  establish  such  by-laws  and  regulations  as  shall 
be  necessary  for  the  government  of  said  company  for  the  raising  of  such  sum  or 
sums  of  money  as  may  be  necessary  to  make  said  road  and  the  necessary 
bridges  thereon  and  keep  the  same  in  repair  and  for  all  other  purposes  which 
may  be  expedient  or  necessary  for  said  company  to  do  not  contrary  to  the  laws 
of  this  State  and  subject  to  be  repealed  and  annulled  by  the  Superior  Court  with 
the  privilege  of  purchasing  and  holding  lands  not  exceeding  Fifty  acres. 

Be  it  further  Resolved,  that  the  first  meeting  of  said  company  shall  be 
holden  at  the  dwelling  House  of  Bani  Denison  in  said  Saybrook  on  the  second 
Monday  of  June  next  at  one  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  and  all  future  meetings 
shall  be  held  at  such  times  and  places  and  warned  in  such  manner  as  said  com- 
pany shall  direct,  and  said  company  shall  have  right  at  their  first  or  any  future 
meeting  to  divide  said  road  or  stock  into  as  many  shares  as  they  shall  judge 
most  convenient  and  proper  and  each  member  of  said  company  shall  have  as 
many  votes  as  he  shall  hold  shares  therein  at  the  time  of  voting.  And  as  soon  as 
said  company  shall  have  worked  and  made  said  road  and  built  all  necessary 
bridges  thereon  to  the  acceptance  of  the  commissioners  that  shall  be  appointed 
for  said  road,  said  company  shall  have  liberty  to  erect  one  turnpike  gate  in  said 
town  of  Saybrook  at  such  place  upon  said  road  as  said  commissioners  shall 
direct,  at  which  gate  said  company  are  hereby  authorised  to  demand  and  re- 
ceive the  following  toll,  viz. 

For  each  four  wheeled  pleasure  Carriage  drawn  cts. 

by  two  horses  or  stage  25. 

each  two  wheeled  pleasure  carriage  drawn  by 

1  Horse  12V*. 

each  additional  Horse  in  a  pleasure  carriage  6 

each  person  and  Horse  4. 

each  two  Horse  pleasure  sleigh  \2Vi 

each  one  Horse  pleasure  sleigh  6.3. 

other  sleighs  or  sleds  6. 

each  waggon  drawn  by  one  Horse  8. 

each  4  wheel  pleasure  carriage  drawn  by  one 

horse  8. 

each  waggon  or  four  wheel  carriage  for  trans- 
porting loads,  when  drawn  by  two  beasts  only  1 2Vi 

each  additional  Beast  3. 

if  such  waggons  for  the  transportation  of  loads 
are  empty,  only  half  the  above  toll. 

each  loaded  cart  \2Vi 


44  public  records  May, 

If  more  than  four  Beasts,  for  each  additional  beast.  3. 

each  empty  carts  half  the  above  sums 

Horses,  cattle,  mules  &c.  led  or  driven  1. 

Provided  nevertheless,  that  all  persons  travelling  for  the  purpose  of  going  to 
or  returning  from  any  meeting  for  the  purpose  of  Public  worship  if  such  meet- 
ing be  held  in  the  same  or  next  adjoining  town  and  on  the  dame  day  on  which 
said  meeting  is  held  and  also  all  persons  going  to  or  returning  from  funerals  in 
the  same  or  next  adjoining  town.  All  officers  and  soldiers  going  to  or  returning 
from  military  duty  by  order  of  law  or  by  authority  of  this  State.  All  persons 
going  to  or  returning  from  gristmills  on  horseback  or  with  carriages  unless  they 
travel  more  than  four  miles  on  such  road.  All  persons  going  to  or  returning 
from  their  usual  and  ordinary  farming  business  unless  they  travel  more  than 
four  miles  on  such  road.  All  persons  going  to  or  returning  from  any  town,  soci- 
ety, or  freemans  meetings,  shall  not  be  liable  to  pay  toll  at  said  gate. 

And  it  is  Resolved,  that  the  shares  in  said  company  shall  be  considered  personal 
Estate  and  transferrable  only  on  the  Books  of  the  company  and  said  company  shall 
keep  fair  accounts  of  their  of  their  audits  and  disbursements  for  the  inspection  of 
the  commissioners  that  shall  from  time  to  time  be  appointed  and  when  the  toll  re- 
ceived at  said  gate  shall  have  reimbursed  to  said  company  the  amount  of  their 
capital  stock  with  a  profit  of  eight  per  cent  per  annum,  their  said  road  shall  be  dis- 
charged from  said  Toll  and  they  no  longer  holden  to  keep  the  same  in  repair. 

On  the  Petition  of  Solomon  Rockwell,  Horace  Higley  and  Michael  F.  Mills, 
directors  and  agents  of  the  Greenwoods  Turnpike  Company,  shewing  that  the 
publick  travel  on  their  Road  might  be  greatly  improved  by  some  alterations  on 
that  part  of  said  Road  which  runs  from  the  Meeting  House  to  the  second  soci- 
ety in  Winchester  to  the  meeting  House  in  Norfolk,  praying  for  the 
appointment  of  a  committee  to  view  said  Road  and  make  such  alterations  as 
they  shall  judge  most  beneficial  for  the  interest  of  the  public  and  the  Propri- 
etors of  said  road  as  by  Petition  on  file  dated  the  16th  day  of  May  1815.  Said 
Petition  was  brought  to  the  General  Assembly  at  their  May  session  A.D.  1815, 
and  by  a  Resolve  of  said  Assembly  was  continued  to  October  session  A.D. 
1815,  with  an  order  of  notice  of  the  Pendency  of  said  petition  to  be  given  by 
publishing  the  same  in  the  Connecticut  Courant  three  weeks  successively  at 
least  six  weeks  before  the  said  October  session,  and  by  a  Resolve  of  said  As- 
sembly at  their  said  session  in  October  said  Petition  was  continued  to  the 
present  session  and  now  this  Assembly  find  that  said  order  of  notice  has  been 
complied  with,  and  no  objections  being  made.33 


33.  This  turnpike  company  was  incorporated  in  October  1798:  S.R.,  IX,  293-95,  295n.  For  the 
initial  presentation  of  the  petition  in  May  1815.  see  S.R.,  XVII,  402,  402n;  there  is  no  indication  of 
an  October  1815  action  in  the  Public  Records. 
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Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  the  Honorable  Aaron  Austin,  Elisha  Ster- 
ling and  Shubael  Griswold  Esquires  be  a  committee  to  view  said  road  and 
make  such  alterations  therein  between  said  meeting  houses  as  they  shall  judge 
most  beneficial  for  the  interest  of  the  public  and  the  Proprietors  of  said  Road, 
assess  damages,  the  Expence  of  viewing  said  road  and  the  damages  assessed  to 
be  paid  by  said  Turnpike  company,  and  said  committee  are  to  give  public 
notice  of  the  time  and  place  of  their  meeting  on  said  business,  by  posting  the 
same  on  the  sign  Posts  in  Norfolk  and  in  the  Second  Society  in  Winchester  at 
least  twelve  days  previous  to  their  said  meeting  and  report  their  doings  to  this 
General  Assembly  at  their  next  or  some  future  session. 

Upon  the  Petition  of  the  Talcott  Mountain  Turnpike  Company  by  their  agents 
Asher  Humphrey  and  Jonathan  Cowles  shewing  to  this  Assembly  that  certain  al- 
terations of  said  Turnpike  on  Talcott  mountain  will  much  accommodate 
travellers,  and  that  a  slight  alteration  near  Jonathan  Merrills  in  New  Hartford  to 
avoid  floods  will  be  for  the  public  good  praying  for  a  committee  to  view  said 
proposed  alterations,  and  if  they  judge  it  for  the  public  good,  with  power  to  lay 
out  the  same,  assess  damages,  and  report  to  some  further  Legislature,  and  that 
said  committee  be  empowered  to  make  a  survey  generally,  and  make  such  open- 
ings and  widenings  as  they  shall  find  necessary,  and  the  whole  to  be  done  at  the 
Expence  of  the  company,  with  liberty  to  add  the  same  to  their  capital  stock,  as  by 
Petition  on  file  appears.  This  Assembly  do  find  the  facts  therein  stated  and  there- 
upon it  is  considered  that  the  Prayer  of  the  Petition  be  granted,  and  this 
Assembly  thereupon  do  appoint  Honorable  Aaron  Austin,  Shubael  Griswold 
and  John  Mix  Esquires  a  committee  to  view  said  proposed  alteration  and  if  they 
judge  it  for  the  public  good,  to  lay  out  the  same,  assess  damages,  and  report 
doings  to  the  next  or  some  future  Legislature  and  to  make  a  survey  of  said  road 
generally  and  make  such  openings  or  widenings  as  they  shall  find  necessary.34 

Upon  the  Petition  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Norwich  against  the  Inhabit- 
ants of  the  towns  of  Preston  and  Griswold,  praying  that  a  company  may  be 
incorporated  to  build  and  keep  in  repair  a  Bridge  over  the  river  Sherucket  as  per  Peti- 
tion on  the  file  dated  April  9th  1816.  This  Petition  was  duly  served  on  the  Towns  of 


34.  The  Talcott  Mountain  Turnpike  Company  was  incorporated  in  May  1798:  S.R..  IX,  200-2, 
202n.  The  company  had  decided  at  a  meeting  in  October  1815  to  petition  for  this  alteration;  the 
petition  itself  was  dated  October  2:  Archives,  Travel,  Ser.  2,  XVI,  91-92.  The  Assembly  granted  the 
request  in  October  1816:  below,  pp.  121-22,  121n. 
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Preston  and  Griswold  and  the  parties  having  been  fully  heard  on  the  Petition35 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  Elisha  Tracy,  James  Treat,  Dwight  Riply, 
Nathaniel  Kimball  and  Charles  P.  Huntington  and  such  others  as  may  be  asso- 
ciated with  them  be  and  they  are  hereby  incorporated  and  made  a  Body  Politick 
by  the  name  of  the  Norwich  and  Preston  Bridge  Company,  and  by  that  name 
may  sue  and  be  sued,  That  said  company  shall  have  a  clerk  who  shall  record  all 
votes  and  by-laws  of  said  company,  and  be  sworn  to  a  faithful  discharge  of  his 
duty,  who  shall  be  appointed  by  the  President  and  Directors  of  said  company, 
That  the  said  company  shall  choose  a  President  and  three  Directors  who  or 
major  part  of  whom  shall  manage  all  the  concerns  of  said  company,  and  the 
President  when  necessary  shall  have  a  casting  vote.  That  the  stockholders  of 
said  company  shall  hold  their  first  meeting  on  the  second  monday  of  August 
next  at  the  dwelling  house  of  Alfred  Buell  in  said  Norwich  and  said  meeting 
shall  be  warned  by  the  said  Elisha  Tracy,  James  Treat,  Dwight  Riply,  Nathaniel 
Kimball,  and  Charles  P.  Huntington,  publishing  notice  thereof  in  a  newspaper 
printed  in  said  town  of  Norwich  two  weeks  successively  before  said  second 
Monday  of  August  and  when  met  said  company  shall  choose  the  aforesaid  offi- 
cers who  shall  continue  in  office  until  others  are  chosen  in  their  place  and  accept 
their  appointment  and  said  company  when  so  as  aforesaid  formed,  shall  immedi- 
ately raise  sufficient  money  to  erect  a  Bridge  across  said  River,  at  a  place 
designated  by  the  County  Court  within  and  for  the  County  of  New  London;  and 
when  said  company  shall  have  erected  and  completed  said  Bridge  to  the  satisfac- 
tion of  the  commissioners  on  said  Bridge,  and  when  said  commissioners  shall 
have  accepted  said  Bridge,  they  shall  give  to  the  company  a  certificate  of  the 
same,  adjust  the  accounts  and  all  the  Expences  incurred  relative  to  said  bridge 
and  give  them  a  certificate  of  the  amount  due  said  company  and  said  company 
shall  continue  to  keep  up  and  maintain  said  Bridge  in  good  repair  and  to  reim- 
burse them  their  Expences  with  ten  per  cent  Interest  on  the  sums  expended  in 
erecting  said  Bridge,  shall  have  right  and  they  are  hereby  authorised  and  empow- 
ered to  erect  a  gate  on  or  near  said  Bridge,  at  which  gate  said  company  shall  have 
right  to  collect  for  crossing  said  Bridge,  the  following  Toll,  viz. 
each  pleasure  four  wheel  carriage  25. 

each  stage  coach  or  waggon  25. 


35.  The  detailed  petition,  signed  by  agents  Nathaniel  Shipman,  Joshua  Huntington,  and  Elisha 
Terry,  contained  a  history  of  the  bridges  across  the  Shetucket  River  in  Norwich.  The  New  London 
county  court  had  recently  ordered  Norwich  and  Preston  to  build  and  maintain  a  new  bridge;  the 
petitioners  enumerated  the  expenses  involved  and  the  economic  burdens  that  the  inhabitants  were 
currently  laboring  under.  The  House  initially  rejected  the  petitioners'  request,  but  on  reconsideration 
agreed  that  a  bridge  company  should  be  established.  While  discussing  the  bill,  the  legislators 
considered  provisions  allowing  the  towns  to  collect  a  toll  if  a  company  was  not  formed;  the  Council, 
however,  dissented.  Archives,  Travel,  Ser.  2,  III,  26-27. 
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each  chaise,  chair  or  sulkey  12.5 

each  two  Horse  pleasure  sleigh  12.5 

each  one  Horse  pleasure  sleigh  6.3 

each  Loaded  ox  waggon  or  cart.  12.5 

each  empty  do.  do.  do.  6.3 

each  loaded  two  Horse  waggon  10. 

each  empty  do.  do.  5. 

each  one  Horse  waggon  or  cart  6.3 

each  Loaded  sled,  Team  and  driver  12.5 

each  empty  do.  do.  do.  6.3 

each  man  and  Horse  4. 

each  led  or  drift  Horse,  mule,  ox  or  neat 

kind  2. 

each  sheep  or  swine  .5 

each  person  crossing  on  foot  1 . 

Resolved  however  and  it  is  hereby  Resolved  that  the  aforesaid  rates  of  Toll  shall 
not  be  collected  from  persons  travelling  to  attend  public  worship,  funerals,  or 
to  Town,  society  or  Freemans  meeting  and  returning  therefrom,  officers  and 
soldiers  going  to  or  returning  from  military  duty,  persons  going  to  or  returning 
from  mill  for  the  use  of  their  families,  all  of  which  persons  shall  be  exempted 
from  paying  toll  as  aforesaid. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved,  that  Bonds  shall  be  given  to  the  Treasurer  of  this 
State,  to  his  acceptance  on  or  before  the  third  day  of  September  next  in  the 
penal  sum  of  $15,000  conditioned  that  said  Bridge  shall  be  built  by  said  com- 
pany to  the  acceptance  of  said  commissioners  by  the  First  Monday  of 
November  AD.  1817  and  in  default  of  such  Bond  being  so  given  this  grant  shall 
be  void  and  of  no  effect. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved,  That  the  stock  of  said  company  shall  consist  of 
one  Hundred  shares  which  shall  be  transferable  on  the  Books  of  said  com- 
pany, and  the  Towns  of  Norwich,  Preston  and  Griswold  be  and  they  are  hereby 
capacitated  and  empowered  to  become  subscribers  by  their  respective  agents 
for  stock  in  said  company  and  to  be  members  thereof  and  as  such  to  act  by  their 
respective  agents  and  each  member  of  said  company  present  at  any  legal  meet- 
ing thereof  shall  have  power  to  give  one  vote,  for  each  share  standing  in  the 
name  of  such  member,  and  the  said  stockholders  at  any  legal  meeting  shall 
have  power  to  direct  by  a  major  vote  the  amount  to  be  paid  from  time  to  time  on 
the  shares  of  said  capital  stock. 

Upon  the  Petition  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Kent  in  the  County  of 
Litchfield,  shewing  to  this  Assembly  the  necessity  of  erecting  and  maintaining 
two  bridges  across  the  Ousatonick  River  in  said  Town  of  Kent,  the  one  at  or 
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near  a  place  called  Fullers  Bridge,  the  other  at  a  place  called  Pratts  Bridge,  and 
praying  for  liberty  to  erect,  repair  and  continue  Bridges  at  said  places,  with  lib- 
erty to  erect  a  gate  or  gates  and  collect  toll  of  those  persons  who  may  pass  said 
Bridges,  or  either  of  them  as  per  Petition  on  file  dated  October  15th  1815.36 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly  that  liberty  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  granted  to  said 
Town  of  Kent,  to  erect,  repair,  rebuild  and  continue  permanent  Bridges,  across  said 
River,  at  or  near  Fullers  and  Pratts  Bridges.  And  when  said  Town  shall  have 
erected,  compleated  or  repaired  said  Bridges  or  either  of  them  to  the  acceptance  of 
Homer  Boardman,  Orange  Merwin  and  Joel  Bostwick,  a  committee  for  that  pur- 
pose hereby  appointed,  said  town  may  erect  a  gate  or  gates  upon  or  near  to  said 
Bridges,  or  a  single  gate  at  such  place  as  may  be  designated  by  said  committee, 
and  at  said  gate  or  gates,  are  hereby  authorised  to  receive  and  collect  from  all  per- 
sons who  may  pass  said  Bridges,  or  either  of  them,  except  those  who  are  going  to 
or  returning  from  their  ordinary  farming  Business  and  those  who  are  going  to  or 
returning  from  public  worship  or  funerals  or  military  duty,  or  grist  mills,  or  town, 
freemans,  or  society  meetings,  the  following  toll,  viz.  cts. 

For  each  man  and  Horse  2. 

each  chaise,  chair,  sulkey  or  gigg  6.3 

each  four  wheel  pleasure  carriage,  driver, 

&  passengers  25. 

each  stage,  Driver  and  passengers  12.5 

each  cart,  waggon,  sled,  sleigh,  cutter, 

Driver  and  Team  6. 

each  Footman  1. 

each  led  or  drift  Horse,  mule,  ox,  or 

other  neat  kine  1 . 

each  swine,  sheep  or  goat  .5 

And  said  Town  shall  set  up  and  maintain  in  plain  view  of  the  passengers  a  legi- 
ble account  of  the  rates  of  Toll  hereby  allowed  and  shall  provide  a  meet  person 
to  attend  at  said  gate  and  receive  said  Toll.  And  so  long  as  said  Town  shall  keep 
up  and  maintain  said  Bridges,  or  a  bridge  at  either  of  said  places  in  good  repair, 
said  Town  shall  have  liberty  to  collect  and  receive  said  Toll  as  aforesaid,  sub- 
ject however  to  the  further  order  of  the  General  Assembly. 

Whereas  Jonathan  Phelps  of  Stonington  by  mistake  neglected  to  enter  his 
Petition  to  this  Assembly  praying  for  relief  in  case  of  Insolvency  against  his 
creditors  in  the  Docket  of  the  Superior  Court  within  and  for  the  County  of  New 
London  in  January  last  in  season  [session?]  to  have  the  same  sustained  there  as 


36.  For  the  initial  presentation  of  this  petition,  see  S.R.,  XVII.  531-32,  531n.  In  the  line  on 
chaises,  chairs,  sulkeys,  and  gigs,  the  Council  substituted  the  rate  of  6.3  cents  for  12.5  cents. 
Archives,  Travel,  Ser.  2,  II,  35-37. 
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provided  in  the  case  of  Insolvent  Petition  by  Resolve  passed  by  this  Assembly 
at  their  session  in  October  last37 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  the  said  Jonathan  Phelps  be  and  he  is  hereby 
authorised  to  remove  his  Petition  pending  before  this  Assembly  to  the  Superior 
Court,  and  to  enter  the  same  in  the  Docket  of  said  court  next  to  be  holden 
within  and  for  New  London  County  on  the  Fourth  Tuesday  of  September,  next 
subject  to  the  same  Regulations  and  restrictions  as  are  imposed  by  law  in 
regard  to  Petitions  returnable  to  said  court.  And  said  court  shall  thereupon  pro- 
ceed upon  said  Petition  and  hear  the  Parties  and  grant  relief  in  conformity  to 
the  principles  and  in  the  mode  provided  in  the  act  entitled,  An  Act  to  authorise 
the  Superior  Court  to  grant  relief  in  certain  cases  of  Insolvency,  and  all  resolu- 
tions and  proceedings  of  the  General  Assembly  in  regard  to  said  Petition  shall 
be  Evidence  on  the  trial  of  the  same.  Provided  however,  that  before  entering  the 
said  Petition  in  manner  aforesaid  the  Petitioner  notify  his  creditors  to  appear 
before  said  court  and  be  heard  in  his  said  Petition  by  advertizing  two  weeks 
successively  in  the  Connecticut  Gazette  printed  in  New  London  in  said  county 
at  least  twenty  days  before  the  session  of  said  court,  and  said  Removal  may  be 
had  by  transferring  the  original  Petition  to  said  court  and  said  court  are  hereby 
authorised  to  continue  said  Petition  from  term  to  term  if  they  see  cause  in  the 
same  manner  as  they  now  have  in  cases  originally  brought  to  said  court. 

Upon  the  Petition  of  Samuel  J.  Bull  of  Middletown  against  his  creditors 
shewing  to  this  Assembly  that  by  reason  of  sundry  losses  and  misfortunes  he  has 
become  unable  to  pay  his  just  debts,  and  praying  to  be  discharged  therefrom,  as 
per  Petition  on  file  dated  the  second  day  of  September  A.D.  1815,  which  Petition 
was  brought  to  the  October  session  of  this  Assembly,  and  was  continued  with  an 
order  of  notice  which  has  been  complied  with  and  the  Petitioner  appeared  and 
was  heard  with  his  Evidence  and  Exhibits;  and  this  Assembly  do  find  the  facts 
stated  in  said  Petition  to  be  true  and  grant  the  Prayer  thereof38 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  upon  the  said  Samuels  assigning  conveying 
and  delivering  up  on  oath,  on  or  before  the  first  Monday  in  July  next,  all  his 
Estate  both  real  and  personal,  and  all  his  credits  and  Effects  whatsoever,  except 
such  Estate  as  is  by  law  exempted  from  Execution  to  Enoch  Parsons  and  Jona- 
than Barnes  Junr.  Esquires  who  are  hereby  appointed  Trustees  to  receive  said 
Estate  for  the  benefit  of  the  creditors  of  said  insolvent  debtor,  or  if  said  Insol- 
vent Debtor,  shall  have  no  Estate  except  such  as  is  by  law  exempted  from 
Execution,  and  shall  make  oath  thereof  before  said  Trustees  on  or  before  said 
first  Monday  in  July  next  the  person  of  said  insolvent  Debtor  shall  be  and 


37.  See  S.R.,  XVII,  143,  406;  for  the  act  mentioned  below,  see  above,  p.  33n. 

38.  See  S.R.,  XVII,  529-30. 
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hereby  is  protected  from  all  liability  to  civil  process  for  or  on  account  of  any 
debts  by  him  contracted  with  or  due  to  the  said  Respondents  previous  to  the 
date  of  said  Petition.  And  said  Trustees  shall  be  sworn  to  a  faithful  discharge  of 
their  duty  in  the  premises,  and  shall  have  power  and  authority  to  examine  said 
Insolvent  debtor  upon  oath  touching  his  Estate,  and  to  receive  all  his  property 
and  effects.  And  upon  said  insolvent  debtors  complying  with  the  Requirements 
of  this  Resolve,  said  Trustees  shall  make  and  deliver  a  certificate  thereof  to  said 
insolvent  debtor;  and  such  certificate,  or  an  authenticated  copy  thereof  in  case 
said  Insolvent  debtor  shall  cause  said  certificate  to  be  recorded  in  the  Records 
of  this  State,  shall  be  sufficient  Evidence  in  all  courts  of  Law  and  Equity,  that 
he  has  complied  with  the  Requirements  of  this  Resolve. 

And  the  said  Trustees  are  hereby  directed  as  soon  as  may  be  after  said  as- 
signment and  delivery  of  said  Estate  to  them  as  aforesaid  to  give  notice  to  the 
creditors  of  said  insolvent  debtor  by  advertising  for  three  successive  weeks  in 
some  public  Newspaper  printed  at  Middletown  to  meet  at  such  time  and  place 
as  said  Trustees  shall  appoint  for  the  purpose  of  proving  their  several  debts  and 
demands,  which  claims  shall  be  adjusted  by  the  Trustees  aforesaid.  And  said 
Trustees,  after  deducting  their  reasonable  Fees  and  Expences,  shall  distribute 
and  pay  over  the  residue  of  said  insolvent  debtors  estate  or  the  avails  thereof  to 
and  among  his  creditors  who  shall  have  proved  their  debts  as  aforesaid.  And 
the  said  Trustees  shall  have  full  power  and  authority  in  their  own  names  to 
commence  and  prosecute  to  final  judgment  any  suit  or  suits  for  the  Recovery  of 
any  debts  or  demands  due  or  owing  to  said  insolvent  debtor  either  at  Law  or  in 
Equity:  And  the  person  of  said  insolvent  debtor  is  hereby  protected  from  arrest 
and  imprisonment  for  any  debt  owing  to  said  creditors  or  contracted  at  the  date 
of  said  Petition  until  said  first  Monday  of  July  next. 

Upon  the  Petition  of  John  C.  Bush  late  of  New  Haven  against  his  creditors 
shewing  to  this  Assembly,  that  by  reason  of  sundry  losses  and  misfortunes  he 
has  become  unable  to  pay  his  just  debts,  and  praying  to  be  discharged  there- 
from, as  per  Petition  on  file  dated  the  twelfth  day  of  September  A.D.  1815, 
which  Petition  was  brought  to  the  October  session  of  this  Assembly  and  was 
continued  with  an  order  of  notice  to  the  creditors  which  order  has  been  com- 
plied with  and  the  Petitioner  appeared  and  was  heard  with  his  Evidence  and 
Exhibits;  and  this  Assembly  do  find  the  Facts  stated  in  said  Petition  to  be  true 
and  grant  the  Prayer  thereof.39 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  That  upon  the  said  John  C.  Bush  assigning,  con- 
veying, and  delivering  up  on  oath  on  or  before  the  first  Monday  in  June  next,  all 


39.  See  S.R..  XVII.  529. 
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his  Estate  both  real  and  personal,  and  all  his  credits  and  Effects  whatsoever, 
except  such  Estate  as  is  by  law  exempted  from  Execution  to  Lemar  Dunning 
and  William  S.  Hotchkiss  of  said  New  Haven  who  are  hereby  appointed 
Trustees  to  receive  said  Estate  for  the  benefit  of  the  creditors  of  said  insolvent 
debtor,  or  if  said  insolvent  debtor,  shall  have  no  Estate  except  such  as  is  ex- 
empted from  Execution,  and  shall  make  oath  thereof  before  said  Trustees  on  or 
before  said  first  Monday  in  June,  the  said  insolvent  debtor  shall  be  and  hereby 
is  exonerated  and  discharged  from  all  debts  and  Responsibilities  by  him  con- 
tracted with  or  due  to  the  said  Respondents  previous  to  the  date  of  said  Petition, 
and  the  person  of  said  insolvent  debtor  and  all  the  property  which  he  may  here- 
after acquire  shall  be  forever  protected  from  civil  process  for  and  on  account  of 
any  such  debts  and  responsibilities.  And  said  Trustees  shall  be  sworn  to  a  faith- 
ful discharge  of  their  duty  in  the  premises;  and  shall  have  power  and  authority 
to  examine  said  Insolvent  debtor  upon  oath  touching  his  Estate,  and  to  receive 
all  his  property  and  Effects.  And  upon  said  insolvent  debtors  complying  with 
the  Requirements  of  this  Resolve,  said  Trustees  shall  make  and  deliver  a  certif- 
icate thereof  to  said  Insolvent  Debtor;  and  such  certificate  or  an  authenticated 
copy  thereof  in  case  said  insolvent  debtor  shall  cause  said  certificate  to  be  re- 
corded in  the  Records  of  this  State  shall  be  sufficient  Evidence  in  all  courts  of 
law  and  Equity,  that  he  has  complied  with  the  Requirements  of  this  Resolve, 
and  may  be  pleaded  in  discharge  of  all  actions  and  suits  brought  against  him  for 
any  debt  by  him  contracted  with  his  said  creditors  before  the  date  of  his  said 
Petition.  And  the  said  Trustees  are  hereby  directed  as  soon  as  may  be  after  said 
assignment  and  delivery  of  said  Estate  to  them  as  aforesaid  to  give  notice  to  the 
creditors  of  said  insolvent  debtor  by  advertising  for  three  successive  weeks  in 
some  public  Newspaper  printed  at  said  New  Haven  to  meet  at  such  time  and 
place  as  said  Trustees  shall  appoint  for  the  purpose  of  proving  their  several 
debts  and  demands,  which  claims  shall  be  adjusted  by  the  Trustees  aforesaid. 
And  said  Trustees  after  deducting  their  reasonable  Fees  and  Expences,  shall 
distribute  and  pay  over  the  residue  of  said  insolvent  debtors  Estate  to  and 
among  his  creditors  who  shall  have  proved  their  debts  as  aforesaid.  And  the 
said  Trustees  shall  have  full  power  and  authority  in  their  own  names  to  com- 
mence and  prosecute  to  final  judgment  any  suit  or  suits  for  the  Recovery  of  any 
debts  or  demands  due  or  owing  to  said  insolvent  debtor  either  at  Law  or  in 
Equity:  And  the  person  of  said  insolvent  debtor  is  hereby  protected  from  arrest 
and  imprisonment  for  any  debt  owing  to  said  creditors  or  contracted  at  the  date 
of  said  Petition  until  said  first  Monday  of  June  next. 

Upon  the  Petition  of  Joel  Day  of  Killingly  in  the  County  of  Windham 
against  his  creditors  shewing  to  this  Assembly  that  by  reason  of  sundry  losses 
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and  misfortunes  he  has  become  unable  to  pay  his  just  debts,  and  praying  to  be 
discharged  therefrom,  as  per  Petition  on  file  dated  the  twenty  fifth  day  of  Sep- 
tember A.D.  1815  which  Petition  was  brought  to  the  October  session  of  this 
Assembly,  and  continued  to  this  Assembly  with  an  order  of  notice  which  order 
has  been  complied  with  and  the  Respondents  being  three  times  publicly  called 
made  default  of  appearance  and  the  Petitioner  appeared  and  was  heard  with  his 
Evidence  and  Exhibits  and  this  Assembly  do  find  the  facts  in  said  Petition  to  be 
true  and  grant  the  prayer  thereof.40 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  That  upon  the  said  Petitioners  assigning  convey- 
ing and  delivering  up  on  oath,  on  or  before  the  first  Monday  in  July  next,  all  his 
Estate  both  real  and  personal,  and  all  his  credits  and  Effects  whatsoever,  except 
such  Estate  as  is  by  law  exempted  from  Execution  to  Samuel  Perkins  and 
David  Young  Esquires  of  Windham  who  are  hereby  appointed  Trustees  to  re- 
ceive said  Estate  for  the  benefit  of  the  creditors  of  said  insolvent  debtor,  or  if 
said  insolvent  debtor  shall  have  no  Estate,  except  such  as  is  exempted  from  Ex- 
ecution, and  shall  make  oath  thereof  before  said  Trustees  on  or  before  said  first 
Monday  in  July  the  person  of  said  insolvent  debtor  shall  be  and  hereby  is  pro- 
tected from  all  liability  to  civil  process  for  or  on  account  of  any  debts  by  him 
contracted  with  or  due  to  the  said  Respondents  previous  to  the  date  of  said  Peti- 
tion. And  said  Trustees  shall  be  sworn  to  a  faithful  discharge  of  their  duty  in  the 
premises,  and  shall  have  power  and  authority  to  examine  said  insolvent  debtor 
upon  oath  touching  his  Estate,  and  to  receive  all  his  property  and  Effects.  And 
upon  said  insolvent  debtors  complying  with  the  Requirements  of  this  Resolve, 
said  Trustees  shall  make  and  deliver  a  certificate  thereof  to  said  insolvent 
debtor;  and  such  certificate,  or  an  authenticated  copy  thereof  in  case  said  insol- 
vent debtor  shall  cause  said  certificate  to  be  recorded  in  the  Records  of  this 
State,  shall  be  sufficient  Evidence  in  all  courts  of  law  and  Equity,  that  he  has 
complied  with  the  Requirements  of  this  Resolve. 

And  the  said  Trustees  are  hereby  directed  as  soon  as  may  be  after  said  as- 
signment and  delivery  of  said  Estate  to  them  as  aforesaid  to  give  notice  to  the 
creditors  of  said  insolvent  debtor  by  advertising  for  three  successive  weeks  in 
some  public  newspaper  printed  at  Windham  to  meet  at  such  time  and  place  as 
said  Trustees  shall  appoint  for  the  purpose  of  proving  their  several  debts  and 
demands,  which  claims  shall  be  adjusted  by  the  Trustees  aforesaid.  And  said 
Trustees,  after  deducting  their  reasonable  fees  and  Expences,  shall  distribute 
and  pay  over  the  residue  of  said  insolvent  debtors  Estate;  or  the  avails  thereof 
to  and  among  his  creditors  who  shall  have  proved  their  debts  as  aforesaid.  And 
the  said  Trustees  shall  have  full  power  and  authority  in  their  own  names  to 


40.  See  S.R..  XVII.  530. 
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commence  and  prosecute  to  final  judgment  any  suit  or  suits  for  the  recovery  of 
any  debts  or  demands  due  or  owing  to  said  insolvent  debtor,  either  at  law  or  in 
Equity:  And  the  person  of  said  insolvent  debtor  is  hereby  protected  from  arrest 
and  imprisonment  for  any  debt  owing  to  said  creditors  or  contracted  at  the  date 
of  said  Petition  until  said  first  Monday  of  July  next. 

Upon  the  Petition  of  Ralph  Pearl  of  Meriden  in  New  Haven  County  against 
his  creditors  shewing  to  this  Assembly  that  by  reason  of  sundry  losses  and  mis- 
fortunes he  has  become  unable  to  pay  his  just  debts,  and  praying  to  be 
discharged  therefrom,  as  per  Petition  on  file  dated  the  twenty  fifth  day  of  May 
A.D.  1815,  which  petition  was  brought  to  the  May  session  of  this  Assembly 
A.D.  1815,  and  comes  to  this  Assembly  by  continuance,  and  the  petitioner  ap- 
peared and  was  heard  with  his  Evidence  and  Exhibits,  and  this  Assembly  do 
find  the  facts  stated  in  said  Petition  to  be  true  and  grant  the  prayer  thereof.41 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  upon  the  said  Ralph  Pearl,  assigning,  con- 
veying and  delivering  up  on  oath,  on  or  before  the  first  Monday  in  August  next 
all  his  Estate  both  real  and  personal,  and  all  his  credits  and  Effects  whatsoever, 
except  such  Estate  as  is  by  law  exempted  from  Execution  to  Ralph  I.  Ingersoll 
and  John  Beach  Esquires  who  are  hereby  appointed  Trustees  to  receive  said 
Estate  for  the  benefit  of  the  creditors  of  said  insolvent  debtor,  or  if  said  insol- 
vent debtor  shall  have  no  Estate  except  such  as  is  exempted  from  Execution, 
and  shall  make  oath  thereof  before  said  Trustees  on  or  before  said  first  Monday 
in  August,  the  person  of  said  insolvent  debtor  shall  be  and  hereby  is  protected 
from  all  liability  to  civil  process  for  or  on  account  of  any  debts  by  him  con- 
tracted with  or  due  to  the  said  Respondents  previous  to  the  date  of  said  Petition. 
And  said  Trustees  shall  be  sworn  to  a  faithful  discharge  of  their  duty  in  the  pre- 
mises; and  shall  have  power  and  authority  to  examine  said  insolvent  debtor 
upon  oath  touching  his  Estate,  and  to  receive  all  his  property  and  Effects.  And 
upon  said  insolvent  debtors  complying  with  the  Requirements  of  this  Resolve, 
said  Trustees  shall  make  and  deliver  a  certificate  thereof  to  said  insolvent 
debtor;  and  such  certificate,  or  an  authenticated  copy  thereof,  in  case  said  in- 
solvent debtor  shall  cause  the  said  certificate  to  be  recorded  in  the  records  of 
this  State,  shall  be  sufficient  Evidence  in  all  courts  of  law  and  Equity  that  he 
has  complied  with  the  Requirements  of  this  Resolve. 

And  the  said  Trustees  are  hereby  directed  as  soon  as  may  be  after  said  as- 
signment and  delivery  of  said  Estate  to  them  as  aforesaid  to  give  notice  to  the 
creditors  of  said  insolvent  debtor  by  advertising  for  three  successive  weeks  in 
some  public  Newspaper  printed  at  New  Haven  in  New  Haven  County,  to  meet 


41.  See  S.R.,  XVII,  532-33. 
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at  such  time  and  place  as  said  Trustees  shall  appoint  for  the  purpose  of  proving 
their  several  debts  and  demands,  which  claims  shall  be  adjusted  by  the 
Trustees  aforesaid.  And  said  Trustees  after  deducting  their  Reasonable  fees 
and  Expences,  shall  distribute  and  pay  over  the  residue  of  said  Insolvent  debtors 
Estate,  or  the  avails  thereof,  to  and  among  his  creditors  who  shall  have  proved  their 
debts  as  aforesaid.  And  the  said  Trustees  shall  have  full  power  and  authority  in 
their  own  names  to  commence  and  prosecute  to  final  judgment  any  suit  or  suits  for 
the  recovery  of  any  debts  or  demands  due  or  owing  to  said  Insolvent  debtor  either 
at  Law  or  in  Equity:  And  the  person  of  said  insolvent  debtor  is  hereby  protected 
from  arrest  and  imprisonment  for  any  debt  owing  to  said  creditors  or  contracted  at 
the  date  of  said  Petition  until  said  first  Monday  of  August  next. 

Upon  the  Petition  of  the  Norwich  Channel  Company  by  their  Agents  and 
others  inhabitants  of  Norwich  and  its  vicinity,  shewing  to  this  Assembly,  that 
the  channel  of  the  River  Thames  has  become  obstructed  by  the  accumulations 
of  sand  &c;  that  the  funds  of  said  company  are  wholly  inadequate  to  remove 
the  obstructions,  praying  for  liberty  to  open  a  subscription  to  raise  funds  suffi- 
cient to  accomplish  said  object,  and  for  an  alteration  of  the  charter  of  said 
company,  as  by  Petition  on  file  dated  the  5th  day  of  October  1815.42 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Norwich  Channel 
Company  to  establish  a  Fund  or  capital  stock,  for  the  purpose  of  deepening  the 
channel,  of  removing  the  obstructions  and  further  improving  the  navigation  of 
the  River  Thames;  which  stock  may  consist  of  ten  thousand  dollars  to  be  di- 
vided into  shares  of  one  Hundred  dollars  each,  which  shares  shall  be 
assignable  and  transferable  in  such  manner  and  subject  to  such  Regulations 
and  Restrictions  as  said  company  by  their  Bylaws  shall  direct  and  the  subscrib- 
ers to  the  same  their  successors  and  assigns,  shall  after  the  first  day  of  June 
next,  be  considered  as  constituting  the  members  of  said  company,  and  shall  be 
a  corporation  enjoying  all  the  privileges  and  subject  to  all  the  restrictions  of  the 
present  Norwich  Channel  Company,  and  be  subject  to  such  further  restrictions 
and  enjoy  such  further  privileges  as  are  herein  contained. 

That  subscriptions  for  constituting  the  capital  stock  of  said  company  shall 
be  opened  in  Norwich  in  the  month  of  June  next  under  the  superintendance  of 
the  present  directors  of  said  company,  and  the  payments  shall  be  made  to  the 
Treasurer  of  said  company:  there  shall  be  paid  on  each  share  at  the  time  of  sub- 
scribing ten  dollars,  and  within  sixty  days  after  opening  the  subscription  ten 
dollars  more  and  the  residue  of  the  respective  shares  or  any  part  thereof  when 


42.  The  Assembly  had  incorporated  this  company  in  May  1805:  S.R.,  XII,  225-28.  For  a 
summary  of  the  petition,  initially  considered  in  October  1815,  see  ibid.,  XVII,  532,  532n. 
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called  for  by  the  directors,  they  giving  thirty  days  notice  that  such  payment  is 
wanted,  and  in  case  of  failure  to  pay  the  second  or  any  future  instalment  as- 
sessed by  the  Board  of  directors,  the  person  or  persons  so  failing  to  pay  shall 
lose  the  benefit  of  any  dividends  accruing  for  the  time  such  payment  shall  have 
been  delayed:  That  the  number  of  votes  each  stockholder  shall  be  entitled  to  in 
the  choice  of  directors  or  any  other  business  respecting  the  corporation,  shall 
be  according  to  the  number  of  shares  he  shall  hold,  and  all  stockholders  shall 
be  entitled  to  vote  by  themselves  or  their  agents  duly  appointed: 

That  the  annual  meetings  of  said  company  for  the  choice  of  Directors  shall 
be  hereafter  held  on  the  first  Thursday  of  January  in  each  year  or  any  other  day 
in  the  month  of  January  that  may  be  more  convenient,  and  the  directors  duly 
chosen  at  the  annual  meeting  in  any  one  year,  shall  be  capable  of  serving  as  di- 
rectors until  others  are  chosen  in  their  room: 

That  the  present  directors  of  said  company  shall  be  capable  of  serving  as  di- 
rectors until  the  annual  meeting  of  the  stockholders  in  January  next,  when  it 
shall  be  lawful  for  the  stockholders  to  choose  such  number  of  Directors  as  they 
may  judge  expedient,  not  less  than  three  nor  exceeding  five: 

That  the  President  shall  have  power  to  call  special  meetings  of  said  corpora- 
tion whenever  thereto  requested  by  stockholders  holding  to  the  amount  of 
twenty  shares,  by  giving  five  days  notice  thereof,  by  advertising  the  same  in 
one  or  more  public  newspapers. 

That  whenever  the  said  corporation  shall  have  so  deepened  the  channel  of 
said  River  and  Removed  the  obstructions  to  the  navigation  of  the  same  as  that 
vessels  drawing  eight  and  an  half  feet  of  water  may  pass  at  High  water  in  ordi- 
nary tides,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  said  corporation,  and  they  are  hereby  authorised 
to  demand  and  receive  for  each  and  every  vessel  passing  up  or  down  said  River, 
instead  of  the  Toll  heretofore  granted,  the  following  Toll,  viz.  For  each  vessel 
drawing  seven  feet  of  water  one  dollar,  and  an  additional  sum  of  twenty  five 
cents  per  inch  for  vessels  drawing  more  than  seven  feet  and  not  exceeding  seven 
and  a  half  feet,  and  for  each  vessel  drawing  seven  and  a  half  feet  of  water  two 
dollars  and  fifty  feet  [cents?]  and  an  additional  sum  of  fifty  cents  per  inch  for 
vessels  drawing  more  than  seven  and  an  half  feet  and  not  exceeding  ten  feet,  and 
for  each  vessel  drawing  ten  feet  of  water  seventeen  dollars  and  fifty  cents,  and  an 
additional  sum  of  one  dollar  per  inch  for  vessels  drawing  more  than  ten  feet. 

That  said  corporation  shall  not  be  entitled  to  receive  said  Toll  until  they 
shall  have  obtained  a  certificate  from  the  County  Court  of  New  London 
County,  or  from  two  of  the  judges  of  said  court,  that  the  obstructions  to  the  nav- 
igation of  said  River  are  so  far  removed  and  the  depth  of  water  encreased,  that 
upon  a  fair  construction  of  this  act,  they  are  entitled  to  receive  the  same,  and 
until  said  certificate  shall  have  been  published  two  weeks  in  a  newspaper 
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printed  in  said  Norwich  or  New  London;  and  the  said  county  court  shall  be 
authorised  to  order  the  collection  of  said  toll  to  cease  whenever  the  said  corpo- 
ration shall  suffer  the  channel  of  said  River  to  be  filled  or  obstructed  and  shall 
not  in  a  reasonable  time  cause  the  obstructions  to  be  Removed. 

That  from  the  proceeds  of  said  toll  collected  as  aforesaid,  after  paying  the 
charges  of  keeping  the  channel  in  order  and  machinery  for  the  purpose  in 
Repair  and  other  incidental  Expences,  the  stockholders  shall  be  entitled  to  re- 
ceive an  interest  of  ten  per  cent  per  annum  on  the  amount  of  the  money  they 
may  have  advanced.  Provided  however  that  this  Resolve  may  at  any  time  be  re- 
pealed, altered  or  revoked  by  the  General  Assembly. 

Whereas  a  number  of  the  Inhabitants  of  this  State  of  different  religious  de- 
nominations have  formed  themselves  into  a  society  for  the  benevolent  purpose 
of  distributing  the  Holy  Scriptures  among  the  Poor  of  this  State  and  Elsewhere; 
and  whereas,  they  have  by  a  committee  represented  to  this  Assembly  the  Expe- 
diency of  being  constituted  a  body  corporate;  therefore43 

1 .  Be  it  Resolved  by  the  Governour  and  Council  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives in  General  Court  assembled,  that  Samuel  Pitkin,  Abel  Flint,  Henry  A. 
Rowland,  Calvin  Chapin,  Ichabod  L.  Skinner,  Samuel  Goodrich,  Noah  Porter, 
Joab  Brace,  Daniel  Wadsworth,  the  present  directing  committee,  Joseph 
Rogers  the  present  Treasurer,  Henry  Hudson,  the  present  secretary  and  their 
associates,  together  with  such  others  as  may  become  subscribers  to  the  same 
institution  according  as  the  constitution  of  said  society  may  from  time  pre- 
scribe, be,  and  they  hereby  are  made,  constituted,  a  corporation  and  Body 


43.  The  Connecticut  Bible  Society  was  organized  in  Hartford  in  1809,  with  John  Cotton  Smith 
as  president.  It  was  part  of  a  rising  trans- Atlantic  movement  to  promote  Christian  knowledge  through 
the  widespread  distribution  of  Bibles,  a  movement  which  had  been  given  added  impetus  in  the  United 
States  by  the  religious  revivals  of  the  Second  Great  Awakening.  The  Connecticut  society,  most  of 
whose  members  were  closely  associated  with  the  Congregational  establishment,  was  the  second  to  be 
organized  in  the  United  States,  following  the  1804  founding  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society 
in  London  and  the  1 808  organization  of  a  group  in  Philadelphia;  it  had  already  distributed  thousands 
of  Bibles  by  the  time  of  this  request  for  incorporation.  The  larger  movement  culminated  in  the 
formation  of  the  New  York-based  American  Bible  Society  in  1816,  with  Gov.  Smith  as  one  of  the  vice 
presidents;  in  1829  the  Connecticut  society  became  an  auxiliary  of  the  national  organization.  The 
current  action  followed  from  a  petition  dated  May  17,  1816,  presented  on  behalf  of  the  society  by 
Abel  Flint,  Thomas  S.  Williams,  and  Seth  Terry.  Edward  L.  Queen  II  et  al.,  eds.,  Encyclopedia  of 
American  Religious  History  (rev.  ed.,  New  York,  2001),  pp.  70-72;  Sydney  E.  Ahlstrom,  A  Religious 
History  of  the  American  People  (New  Haven,  Conn.,  1972),  p.  424;  Keller,  Second  Great  Awakening, 
pp.  109-17;  John  H.  Stadtlander,  The  Book,  the  People,  and  the  Changing  Times:  The  Story  of  the 
Connecticut  Bible  Society,  1809-2001  (Hartford,  2001),  pp.  6-19;  Report  of  the  Directing  Committee 
of  the  Connecticut  Bible  Society;  Exhibited  to  the  Society,  at  their  Meeting,  May  9,  1816  (Hartford, 
1816);  Archives,  Ecclesiastical  Affairs,  Ser.  2,  VI,  104;  Courant,  June  7,  1809. 
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politic  in  law  and  in  fact,  for  the  purpose  aforesaid  by  the  name  and  style  of  the 
"Connecticut  Bible  Society." 

2.  The  officers  of  the  society  shall  manage  its  concerns,  and  they  shall  con- 
sist of  a  President,  Vice  Presidents,  a  directing  committee,  a  Treasurer,  and  of 
one  or  more  secretaries  and  such  other  officers  may  from  time  to  time  be  added 
as  said  society  shall  direct  and  appoint,  and  the  said  officers  shall  be  chosen  an- 
nually at  such  time  and  place  as  the  society  shall  direct.  The  first  meeting  of 
said  society  shall  be  held  at  the  State  House  in  Hartford  on  the  second  Thurs- 
day of  May  next  at  8.o.clock  AM.  when  there  shall  be  chosen  suitable  persons 
to  fill  the  offices  aforesaid,  and  in  the  mean  time  the  persons  above  named  shall 
continue  and  be  the  directing  committee.  The  said  Joseph  Rogers,  Treasurer, 
and  the  said  Henry  Hudson,  secretary,  and  they  are  hereby  fully  empowered  to 
do  all  proper  acts  in  the  name  and  on  behalf  of  said  society. 

3.  Said  corporation  shall  have  power  to  keep  and  use  a  common  seal,  to 
make  contracts  relative  to  the  objects  of  their  institution  by  the  name  and  style 
aforesaid,  and  to  prescribe  the  manner  in  which  they  shall  be  ratified,  to  sue 
and  be  sued,  to  make  and  establish  such  general  form  of  a  constitution  and  such 
By-laws  as  they  may  deem  necessary  and  proper  to  carry  into  effect  the  inten- 
tions of  this  act,  and  the  general  purposes  and  end  of  their  institution  and  at  any 
annual  meeting  to  alter  and  amend  the  same,  Provided,  that  the  votes  of  two 
thirds  of  the  members  present  shall  be  necessary  to  make,  alter  or  amend  such 
constitution,  and  Provided  also  that  said  constitution  or  by-laws  shall  not  be  in- 
consistent with  this  act  or  the  laws  of  this  State  or  of  the  United  States,  and  that 
both  or  either  may  be  altered  or  Repealed  by  the  Superior  Court,  to  be  held  in 
and  for  Hartford  County,  if  by  such  court  deemed  unjust  or  unreasonable,  said 
corporation  also  shall  have  power  to  take  and  hold  any  Estate  real  or  personal 
and  the  same  shall  be  exempt  from  taxation,  and  to  alienate  or  otherwise  dis- 
pose thereof,  provided  that  the  clear  yearly  value  of  their  Estate,  shall  never 
exceed  the  sum  of  five  thousand  dollars. 

4.  The  Bibles  and  Testaments  published  or  distributed  by  the  society  shall 
be  without  note  or  comment. 

5.  No  mis  nomer  of  said  corporation  shall  defeat  or  vitiate  any  deed,  will,  or 
other  instrument  so  as  to  prevent  said  corporation  from  taking  benefit  thereby,  if 
it  shall  appear  that  it  was  the  intention  of  the  party  to  name  or  describe  the  corpo- 
ration hereby  constituted,  nor  shall  non  users  [use?]  of  the  privileges  hereby 
granted,  for  a  term  not  less  than  five  years,  work  a  forfeiture  of  this  charter. 

6.  This  act  is  subject  to  revocation  or  alteration  by  the  General  Assembly. 

Upon  the  Petition  of  the  First  Ecclesiastical  Society  in  the  Town  of 
Plainfield,  shewing  to  this  Assembly,  that  the  Legislature  at  their  session  in 
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October  last  granted  to  your  Petitioners  liberty  to  raise  by  Lottery,  restricted  to 
one  class,  The  sum  of  Four  thousand  dollars  to  assist  them  in  Building  a  meet- 
ing House  their  former  one  having  been  destroyed  by  the  storm  in  September  last, 
shewing  to  this  Assembly,  that  by  sundry  unforeseen  circumstances,  they  have 
been  unable  to  realize  but  about  two  thousand  dollars  on  the  aforesaid  grant,  and 
praying  this  Assembly  to  remove  the  Restriction  upon  their  grant,  which  confined 
them  to  one  class,  and  to  grant  them  one  other  class  to  enable  them  to  realize  their 
aforesaid  grant,  as  per  Petition  on  file  dated  the  6th  day  of  May  1 8 1 6.44 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  the  Petitioners  have  liberty,  and  liberty  is 
hereby  given  them  under  said  grant  to  raise  the  sum  of  Two  thousand  dollars  to 
be  raised  by  one  class  of  tickets  only,  to  be  applied  for  the  purpose  prayed  for  in 
their  Petition,  and  that  Luther  Paine,  James  Gordon  Junr.,  Sessions  Lester  and 
George  Middleton  be  and  they  are  hereby  appointed  managers  of  said  class, 
with  power  to  make  such  scheme  as  they  may  think  expedient,  and  they  and 
such  of  them  as  may  accept  of  being  managers  as  aforesaid  before  they  enter  on 
the  business  of  their  said  appointment  shall  become  bound  to  the  Treasurer  of 
this  State  in  the  penal  sum  of  Four  Thousand  dollars,  with  one  or  more  suffi- 
cient sureties,  conditioned  for  the  faithful  performance  of  their  said  trust,  and 
that  they  will  well  and  truly  pay  the  prizes  to  the  fortunate  adventurers  in  said 
Lottery,  and  that  they  will  faithfully  account  with  the  said  society  for  the  neat 
avails  of  said  Lottery,  and  the  court  of  common  Pleas  are  hereby  authorised  to 
fill  any  vacancy  that  may  happen  among  the  managers  by  death  or  otherwise, 
and  such  manager  or  managers  so  appointed,  shall  give  sufficient  bonds  in  the 
manner  herein  before  described. 

Upon  the  Petition  of  William  Williams  and  others  of  the  Town  of 
Stonington  in  New  London  County,  shewing  to  this  Assembly,  that  the  said 
Town  is  subject  by  law  to  the  Expence  of  erecting  and  maintaining  a  Bridge  at 
Point  Point  (so  called)  in  said  town,  that  by  a  late  storm  said  Bridge  has  been 
destroyed  and  praying  for  a  Lottery  to  rebuild  the  same,  as  per  Petition  on  file45 


44.  For  the  Assembly's  October  1815  action,  see  S.R.,  XVII,  518-19,  51 8n.  For  the  full  petition, 
which  gives  further  details  about  the  circumstances  of  this  request,  see  Archives,  Ecclesiastical 
Affairs,  Ser.  2,  IV,  6-7.  The  petition  was  considered  by  a  legislative  committee  on  lotteries,  which 
approved  the  request. 

45.  In  their  March  1816  memorial,  the  petitioners  described  the  "tremendous  Gale"  of 
September  1815,  which  had  swept  away  the  bridge,  wharves,  houses,  and  other  property  in  the 
borough  of  Stonington;  in  justifying  their  request  for  a  lottery,  they  noted  the  damage  sustained 
from  the  British  attack  in  1814,  arguing  that  the  town  could  not  bear  the  additional  expense  under 
the  straitened  conditions.  In  recommending  the  present  action,  a  legislative  committee  noted  that 
Stonington  had  borne  "greater  Burthens  than  any  other  place  within  this  State."  Archives,  Travel, 
Ser.  2,  III,  55-56. 
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Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  the  Petitioners  have  liberty,  and  liberty  and 
authority  are  hereby  granted  them  to  raise  by  Lottery  to  consist  of  one  class  of 
Tickets  only,  the  sum  of  Fifteen  hundred  dollars  to  be  applied  to  the  purpose  of 
building  a  Bridge  at  said  Point  Point. 

And  be  it  further  Resolved,  that  William  Williams,  Amos  Denison,  Jesse 
Breed,  William  W.  Rodman,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  appointed  managers  of  said 
Lottery,  with  power  to  make  such  scheme  of  said  class,  as  they  judge  expedient. 
Provided,  that  said  Lottery  does  not  go  into  operation  or  any  of  the  tickets  in  the 
same  be  offered  for  sale  until  the  first  day  of  January  next,  and  the  said  managers 
or  such  of  them  as  shall  accept  the  trust  of  being  managers  as  aforesaid,  before 
they  enter  on  the  business  of  their  appointment,  shall  become  bound  to  the  Trea- 
surer of  this  State  in  the  penal  sum  of  three  thousand  dollars,  with  one  or  more 
sufficient  sureties,  conditioned  for  the  faithful  performance  of  their  trust,  and 
that  they  will  well  and  truly  pay  the  prizes  to  the  fortunate  adventurers  in  said 
Lottery,  and  that  they  will  faithfully  account  with  said  town  of  Stonington  for  the 
nett  avails  of  said  Lottery,  and  the  County  Court  for  said  County  of  New  London 
are  hereby  authorised  and  empowered  to  fill  any  vacancies  that  may  happen 
among  the  said  managers  by  death  or  otherwise,  and  said  manager  or  managers 
so  appointed,  shall  before  they  enter  on  the  business  of  their  sd.  appointments, 
give  sufficient  Bonds  in  the  manner  herein  before  directed. 

Upon  the  Petition  of  the  Second  Church  of  Christ  in  the  town  of  Hartford, 
shewing  to  this  Assembly,  that  a  chapel  hath  lately  been  built  on  a  piece  of 
Leased  land,  on  the  North  side  of  Buckingham  Street,  in  said  Hartford,  for  the 
use  of  said  church,  for  the  purpose  of  holding  therein  Religious  meetings, 
under  the  direction  of  the  Pastor  and  Deacons  of  said  church,  and  praying  to  be 
incorporated,  as  by  Petition  on  file46 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  the  said  church  be,  and  the  same  hereby  is 
constituted  a  body  politic  and  corporate  by  the  name  of  The  Second  Church  of 
Christ  in  Hartford,  and  said  church  is  hereby  empowered  to  receive  a  convey- 
ance of  and  to  hold  said  chapel,  and  a  lease  of  the  ground  on  which  it  stands: 
and  to  hold  any  other  property,  to  an  amount  not  exceeding  two  thousand  dol- 
lars, which  may  be  given  or  conveyed  to  said  church  for  Religious  purposes; 
and  to  use  or  otherwise  dispose  of  the  same,  according  to  the  intent  for  which 
the  same  may  be  given  or  conveyed  to  said  church. 

Upon  the  Petition  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Second  Ecclesiastical  Society  in 
the  town  of  Farmington,  shewing  to  this  Assembly,  that  the  Meeting  House  in 


46.  For  the  full  petition,  dated  May  13, 1816,  see  Archives,  Ecclesiastical  Affairs,  Ser.  2,  II,  1 19. 
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said  society  has  long  since  gone  to  decay  and  that  its  location  is  inconvenient 
for  said  society,  that  great  difficulties  have  arisen  as  to  the  place  where  a  new 
Meeting  House  should  be  erected,  that  two  different  places  fixed  by  commit- 
tees from  the  county  court  have  been  rejected  by  said  society  and  that  there  is 
but  little  prospect  of  having  a  place  fixed  for  a  new  Meeting  House  without  the 
interposition  of  the  General  Assembly,  and  that  said  society  had  by  their  vote 
of  the  1 5th  of  May  A.D.  1816  appointed  an  agent  to  apply  to  this  Assembly  to 
appoint  a  committee  to  view  the  situation  of  said  society  and  to  fix  a  place  for 
the  Erection  of  a  meeting  House  thereon,  as  per  Petition  on  file  dated  the  15th 
day  of  May  AD.  1816  no  opposition  being  made  to  said  petition  and  the  facts 
therein  appearing  to  be  true.47 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly  that  Ezekiel  P.  Belden,  Shubael  Griswold,  and 
Zephaniah  H.  Smith  Esquire  be  and  they  are  hereby  appointed  a  committee  to  view 
the  situation  of  said  Second  Ecclesiastical  Society  in  said  Town  of  Farmington  and 
to  designate  and  to  fix  a  place  where  a  new  Meeting  House  shall  be  erected  thereon 
and  to  make  a  Report  of  their  proceedings  to  the  next  or  some  future  session  of  the 
General  Assembly,  the  same  to  be  at  the  Expence  of  said  society. 

Upon  the  Memorial  of  John  Caldwell  and  Nathaniel  Terry  both  of  Hartford, 
shewing  to  this  Assembly,  that  they  were  appointed  a  committee  by  Resolve  of 
Assembly  to  make  sundry  repairs  upon  and  about  the  State  House  in  Hartford, 
and  have  made  said  Repairs  in  the  most  economical  manner,  but  the  sum  ex- 
pended exceeds  the  sum  appropriated  by  the  Resolve  praying  that  the 
Controller  be  directed  to  settle  the  accounts  for  said  Repairs  and  draw  an  order 
on  the  Treasurer  for  the  amount  due  as  per  Petition  on  file  dated  the  twenty 
eighth  day  of  May  AD.  1816.48 


47.  For  archival  documentation  of  this  action,  including  the  full  petition  from  Farmington's 
second  or  Northington  ecclesiastical  society  and  the  society's  appointment  of  George  Norton  as 
agent  to  the  Assembly,  see  Archives,  Ecclesiastical  Affairs,  Ser.  2,  II,  51-56.  The  committee 
appointed  here  met  in  July  1816  and  fixed  a  location  for  the  meeting  house;  the  Assembly  accepted 
their  report  in  October  1816.  However,  this  was  not  the  end  of  the  matter:  when  the  boundaries  of 
the  society  were  enlarged  in  May  1817,  the  Assembly  authorized  the  same  committee  to  reconsider 
the  location  for  the  meeting  house;  see  below,  pp.  198-99,  198n. 

48.  For  Caldwell  and  Terry's  appointment  in  May  1815,  see  S.R.,  XVII,  337-38,  338n.  Their 
petition  was  considered  by  a  legislative  committee,  which  reported  that  although  the  Assembly  had 
appropriated  only  $650  for  the  repairs,  the  final  total  expended  by  Caldwell  and  Terry  had  been 
more  than  $  1 ,550.  The  committee  concluded  that  the  repairs  were  "within  the  Instructions  given  the 
Petitioners  by  the  General  Assembly"  and  recommended  that  the  request  be  granted.  Archives, 
Civil  Officers,  Ser.  2,  III,  186-87. 
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Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  the  Controller  be  directed  to  examine  and 
settle  the  accounts  of  the  said  Caldwell  and  Terry  for  said  repairs  and  draw  an 
order  upon  the  Treasurer  for  the  amount  which  may  be  found  due. 

Upon  the  Memorial  of  Joshua  Stark  of  Bozrah,  shewing  certain  facts  with 
regard  to  the  loss  of  his  Pocket  Book  containing  money  received  by  him  of  cer- 
tain Receivers  of  duties  to  pay  over  to  the  Treasurer  of  this  State,  and  praying 
that  the  Treasurer  be  directed  to  receive  of  the  memorialist  the  returns  of  duties 
aforesaid  without  the  money,  as  per  Memorial  on  file  dated  May  15th  1816. 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  the  Treasurer  be  directed  to  receive  of  the 
memorialist  Simeon  Abels  return  of  duties  and  money  received  by  him  for 
licences  to  Retailers  for  fifteen  dollars  eighty  three  cents,  John  Hough's  Es- 
quires return  of  duties  on  writs  for  thirty  four  cents,  Charles  Lathrops  return  of 
duties  on  writs  for  three  dollars,  and  Asa  Woodworths  return  of  duties  on  writs 
for  one  dollar  thirty  five  cents,  and  that  said  Abel,  Hough,  Lathrop  and 
Woodworth  be  excused  from  paying  said  sums  into  the  Treasury. 

Upon  the  Petition  of  Moses  Chalker,  Oliver  Chalker,  Daniel  Kirtland,  John 
Kirtland,  and  Asa  Kirtland,  all  of  Saybrook  in  this  State,  shewing  to  this  Assem- 
bly, that  some  years  since  they  purchased  of  the  State  of  Connecticut,  a  tract  of 
Land  on  Saybrook  Point,  usually  called  Fort  Fenwick  and  that  about  the  first  of 
June  1813  in  consequence  of  the  Enemy  having  taken  possession  of  Long  Island 
sound  and  commenced  committing  depredations  on  the  sea  Board,  said  Fort  and 
ground  was  taken  possession  of  by  the  authorities  of  this  State,  for  the  use  of  the 
Troops  stationed  there  to  guard  and  defend  the  Entrance  of  Connecticut  River 
against  the  Enemy  and  that  the  same  was  most  of  the  time  until  the  termination 
of  the  war,  occupied  exclusively  by  the  garrison  stationed  there  under  the  author- 
ity of  this  State,  and  did  damage  the  same  by  digging  up  sods,  turfs  and  Earth,  to 
repair  said  Fort  as  per  Petition  on  file;  dated  May  1 1th  181 649 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  the  sum  of  seventy  five  dollars  be  granted  to 
said  Petitioners,  for  the  purposes  mentioned  in  said  Petition,  and  that  the 
Comptroller  of  Public  accounts  be  authorised  and  he  is  hereby  authorised  and 
directed  to  draw  an  order  on  the  treasurer  of  this  State  for  said  sum  of  seventy 
five  dollars,  payable  to  said  Petitioners  or  their  agents. 

Upon  the  memorial  of  the  first  and  seven  day  Baptist  Societies  in  Waterford 
in  New  London  County,  shewing  to  this  Assembly  that  the  militia  of  this  State 
detached  during  the  late  war  for  the  defence  of  this  State  at  and  near  New 


49.  For  documentation  relating  to  this  claim,  see  Archives,  War  of  1812,  II,  97-101. 
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London  were  stationed  and  did  Rendezvous  at  the  Meeting  House  of  the 
memorialists  in  Greatneck  so  called  in  said  Waterford  and  did  damage  the 
same  as  per  Petition  on  file  dated  May  6th  1816,  This  Assembly  having  re- 
ferred the  said  Petition  to  a  joint  committee  of  both  Houses,  and  said 
committee  having  enquired  into  the  facts,  and  heard  said  Petitioners,  did  find 
the  facts  as  in  the  Report  on  file  are  stated  and  recommend  that  a  grant  of  eighty 
dollars  be  made  on  said  Petition  which  Report  is  accepted  and  approved50 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  the  said  sum  be  granted  to  said  petitioners 
for  the  purposes  mentioned  in  said  Petition  and  that  the  Controller  of  public  ac- 
counts be  authorised  and  he  is  hereby  authorised  and  directed  to  draw  an  order 
on  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  for  said  sum  of  eighty  dollars  payable  to  the  said 
first  and  seven  day  Baptist  Societies  or  their  agent. 

On  the  Representation  of  the  selectmen  of  the  town  of  Farmington  shewing  to 
this  Assembly,  that  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of  said  town  in  No- 
vember last,  a  constable  and  collector  of  state  Taxes  was  appointed  for  the  year 
then  next  ensuing,  that  in  the  month  of  December  following  he  died;  that  at  a  spe- 
cial meeting  of  the  town  on  the  fifth  day  of  February  last,  Richard  Cowles  was 
appointed  to  the  same  office,  in  the  room  and  stead  of  the  person  so  deceased, 
praying  that  the  said  Richard  Cowles  may  be  authorised  to  do  and  perform  all  the 
duties  of  that  office  in  the  same  way  and  manner  as  tho'  he  had  been  appointed  and 
sworn  within  the  time  prescribed  by  law,  as  per  Petition  on  file 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  the  said  Richard  Cowles  be  and  he  is  hereby 
authorised  and  empowered  to  do  and  perform  the  various  duties  of  constable 
and  collector  of  state  taxes  within  and  for  the  Town  of  Farmington,  in  the  same 
way  and  manner  as  though  he  had  been  appointed  and  sworn  within  the  time 
prescribed  by  law,  after  he  shall  have  taken  the  oath  of  that  office. 

Upon  the  Memorial  of  John  Arnold  and  Pruda  Arnold  shewing  to  this  As- 
sembly, that  the  said  Pruda  in  the  year  1 807  was  married  to  Josiah  Arnold  of 
said  Haddam  and  that  said  Josiah  died  in  the  year  1808,  that  the  said  John  was 
the  Brother  of  the  said  Josiah  deceased  and  that  the  said  John  and  Pruda  in  July 
A.D.  1811  were  publicly  married,  and  that  said  John  and  Pruda  were  at  the  time 
of  their  said  marriage  ignorant  that  said  marriage  was  prohibited  by  any  law  of 
this  State,  and  that  they  have  two  children  the  fruits  of  said  marriage  and  pray- 
ing that  said  marriage  may  be  legalized  that  their  children  may  be  legitimated, 


50.  For  the  full  petition  and  committee  report  on  this  claim,  see  Archives,  War  of  1812,  III,  21-22. 
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and  they  exempted  from  all  penalties  of  the  Statute  in  that  case  provided51 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  the  said  marriage  of  the  said  John  and  Pruda 
be  and  the  same  is  hereby  declared  valid  and  legal,  and  to  have  force  and  effect, 
as  if  the  said  statute  had  not  existed  at  the  time  of  the  said  marriage,  that  the 
children  of  the  said  John  and  Pruda  born  in  said  Wedlock  be  and  they  are 
hereby  declared  legitimate  and  entitled  to  all  the  rights  and  privileges  of  legiti- 
mate children,  and  that  the  said  memorialists  be  exempted  and  discharged  from 
all  the  penalties  of  the  said  statute.  And  the  said  marriage  is  in  all  cases  to  be 
considered  as  having  been  contracted  according  to  Law. 

Upon  the  Petition  of  Milford  Raymond  and  others,  shewing  that  a  Turnpike 
Road  was  established  through  the  Mohegan  Lands  on  the  Road  leading  from 
Norwich  to  New  London,  and  commissioners  appointed  to  manage  the  concerns 
of  said  turnpike,  that  other  sections  of  the  road,  from  Norwich  to  New  London 
have  since  been  annexed  to  said  Road  and  the  toll  raised  [blank]  that  the  gate 
upon  said  Road  is  so  located  that  the  Inhabitants  of  said  town  of  Montville  who 
pass  but  a  short  distance  on  said  Road  must  pay  the  same  toll  as  he  who  travels 
from  Norwich  to  New  London,  as  per  Petition  on  file  dated  May  8th  181652 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Montville  be 
exempted  from  the  payment  of  one  half  the  Tolls  by  law  payable  at  said  toll 
gate  and  in  future  may  pass  said  gate,  paying  one  half  of  the  Respective  sums 
by  law  established  at  the  Rate  of  Toll  at  said  gate. 

Upon  the  Memorial  of  Linus  Robinson,  shewing  to  this  Assembly  that  he 
purchased  a  certain  Right  of  land  claimed  by  the  State  situated  in  Branford  and 
on  the  1 1th  of  October  1 808  paid  into  the  Treasury  of  the  State  ninety  five  dol- 
lars and  praying  that  the  same  might  be  refunded  to  him  with  the  interest  for 
certain  Reasons  therein  stated,  as  by  memorial  on  file 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  the  Treasurer  be  directed  and  he  is  hereby 
directed  to  pay  the  said  Robinson  said  sum  of  Ninety  five  dollars  with  the  inter- 
est on  the  same  to  this  date,  amounting  in  the  whole  to  the  sum  of  one  Hundred 
thirty  eight  dollars  and  Twenty  seven  cents  in  full  for  said  sum  by  said  Robin- 
son paid  into  the  Treasury,  for  said  Right  of  Land. 


51.  The  Assembly  passed  an  act  at  this  session  legalizing  marriage  between  a  man  and  his 
deceased  brother's  widow:  see  above,  pp.  32-33,  32n;  the  previous  law  is  referenced  there. 

52.  For  the  initial  1792  toll  granted  by  the  Assembly  for  the  Mohegan  Road  and  subsequent 
route  extensions  and  toll  increases,  see  Wood,  Turnpikes,  pp.  334-35.  The  full  petition  and  the 
legislative  bill  can  be  found  in  Archives,  Travel,  Ser.  2,  XIII,  74-75;  in  the  latter,  the  word  "thereon" 
falls  in  the  blank  space  found  in  the  Public  Records. 
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Upon  the  Petition  of  Jesse  Banks  of  the  town  and  County  of  Fairfield, 
guardian  of  david  Adams  Banks  of  said  Fairfield,  a  minor  of  about  six  years  of 
age,  shewing  to  this  Assembly,  that  said  David  Adams  Banks  inherited  from 
his  Father  David  Banks,  a  certain  tract  of  land  situated  in  said  Fairfield  at  Mill 
River  containing  two  acres  and  bounded  northerly,  easterly  and  southerly  on 
Highway  and  westerly  on  land  of  Andrew  Bulkley,  with  a  dwelling  House, 
store  and  out  Buildings  thereon  subject  to  the  widows  Right  of  dower  therein, 
praying  to  liberty  to  sell  the  same  as  per  Petition  on  file  dated  May  6th  1816 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  the  said  Jesse  be  and  he  hereby  is  authorised 
and  empowered  to  sell  and  dispose  of  all  the  Right  and  interest  of  said  minor  in  or 
to  said  premises  and  he  make  a  good  and  valid  conveyance  thereof,  he  first  giving 
Bonds  with  surety  to  the  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Probate  for  the  district  of  Fairfield, 
and  his  successors  in  office  faithfully  to  account  to  said  court,  for  the  avails  of  said 
premises  when  Required  or  to  said  minor  when  he  shall  arrive  at  full  age. 

Upon  the  Petition  of  Hannah  Chenevard,  Mary  Juliana  Chenevard  and 
Henry  Seymour,  all  of  the  town  and  County  of  Hartford,  praying  that  so  much 
of  the  real  estate  of  John  Chenevard  Esquire,  late  said  Hartford  deceased, 
which  was  by  him  devised  to  his  son  John  Chenevard  Junior  late  of  said  town 
deceased  may  be  sold  as  will  raise  the  sum  of  Five  thousand  Dollars:  that  the 
money  so  raised  may  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  Trustees,  the  interest  whereof  to 
be  annually  paid  to  said  Hannah  during  her  widowhood,  and  that  the  said  sum 
of  Five  thousand  dollars  may  thereafter  be  paid  to  the  administrators  upon  the 
Estate  of  John  Chenevard  Junr.  to  be  by  them  disposed  of  as  part  of  the  estate  of 
said  John  Chenevard  Junr.  and  according  to  law.  as  by  Petition  on  file 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  the  said  Mary  J.  Chenevard  and  Henry  Sey- 
mour be  authorised  and  they  are  hereby  authorised  to  sell  and  convey  so  much  of 
the  Real  estate  of  said  John  Chenevard  Senior  deceased  which  was  by  him  devised 
as  aforesaid  to  said  John  Chenevard  Junior  as  will  Raise  the  sum  of  Five  thousand 
dollars,  and  that  the  sum  so  raised  by  them  delivered  into  the  hands  of  Daniel 
Wads  worth,  Thomas  S.  Williams  and  Joseph  Trumbull  Esquires  all  of  said  town  of 
Hartford  who  are  hereby  appointed  trustees  to  Receive  the  same,  and  that  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  said  Trustees  to  place  the  same  at  their  discretion  where  the  interest 
thereof  can  be  annually  Received;  and  that  they  pay  the  Interest  [illegible  erasure] 
of  the  same  to  said  Hannah  during  her  widowhood,  and  that  after  the  expiration 
thereof  they  shall  pay  over  the  said  sum  of  Five  thousand  dollars  together  with 
such  unexpended  interest  as  may  arise  thereon  to  the  Legal  Representatives  of  the 
said  John  Chenevard  Junr.  deceased,  in  the  same  proportion  as  they  would  be  enti- 
tled to  the  Real  estate  which  may  be  sold  under  this  Resolve. 
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And  Be  it  further  Resolved,  That  so  soon  as  the  said  five  thousand  dollars  shall 
have  been  placed  in  the  hands  of  said  Trustees  in  manner  aforesaid,  and  not 
before,  the  claims  of  said  Hannah  to  the  sums  of  money  given  her  by  the  will  of 
said  John  Chenevard  Senior,  and  to  the  other  articles  therein  directed  to  be  annu- 
ally found  and  delivered  to  her,  shall  cease  and  be  extinguished,  and  in  case  of 
vacancy  by  Reason  of  the  death  of  one  or  more  of  said  trustees,  or  other  ways,  the 
County  Court  of  the  County  of  Hartford  shall  be  authorised  to  fill  such  vacancy. 

Upon  the  Petition  of  Joel  Crane  and  Olive  Crane  wife  of  the  said  Joel,  of 
Southbury,  in  the  County  of  New  Haven,  shewing  to  this  Assembly,  that  they  are 
the  parents  of  four  children,  who  are  minors,  under  the  age  of  twenty  one  years, 
and  that  said  children  are  the  owners  in  fee  simple  of  about  one  Hundred  acres  of 
land  with  the  one  Half  of  a  dwelling  House,  and  Half  of  a  Hatters  shop,  the  one 
Half  of  one  Barn  and  the  whole  of  another,  thereon  situated  in  said  town  of 
Southbury,  which  Estate  came  to  said  children  by  devise  from  their  Grandfather 
Simeon  Mitchell  deceased  and  that  said  children  according  to  said  devise  are  not 
in  any  Event  entitled  to  the  use  of  said  land  until  they  shall  Respectively  have  ar- 
rived at  the  age  of  twenty  four  years,  and  that  the  said  Olive  is  entitled  to  the  use 
of  said  Land  during  her  life  and  that  the  said  Joel  upon  the  decease  of  said  Olive 
is  entitled  to  the  use  of  one  half  of  said  Estate  until  said  children  Respectively 
arrive  at  said  age  of  twenty  four  years,  provided  he  should  so  long  live,  praying 
for  liberty  and  authority  to  sell  and  convey  the  interest  of  said  minors  in  said 
Land  and  vest  the  avails  thereof  in  other  Real  Estate  in  the  Town  of  Paris  in  the 
County  of  Oneida  in  the  State  of  New  York  for  the  benefit  of  said  minors,  as  per 
Petition  on  file,  dated  the  eighteenth  day  of  May  A.D.  1816. 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  the  said  Joel  Crane  be  and  he  hereby  is 
authorised  and  empowered  to  sell  and  convey  all  the  interest  of  said  minor  chil- 
dren in  and  to  said  Land  and  Buildings,  and  to  give  good  and  authoritative 
deeds  for  the  conveyance  of  the  same,  he  first  giving  Bond  with  two  good  and 
sufficient  sureties,  [sic]  Inhabitants  of  this  State  to  the  acceptance  of  the  Judge 
of  the  Court  of  Probate  for  the  district  of  Woodbury  to  invest  the  avails  thereof 
in  other  Real  Estate  to  be  conveyed  to  said  minors  and  to  account  to  said 
minors  Respectively  when  they  shall  have  arrived  at  the  age  of  twenty  one 
years,  or  to  said  Judge  of  Probate  when  thereto  Required. 

Upon  the  Petition  of  Polly  Gardner  of  Plainfield  in  the  County  of  Windham, 
mother  and  guardian  to  Betsey  Ann  Gardner  and  Nicholas  Clarke  Gardner  all 
of  said  Plainfield,  shewing  to  this  Assembly  that  said  minors  are  the  owners  of 
about  Fifty  four  acres  of  land,  subject  to  the  Right  of  dower  with  two  small 
pieces  of  woodland,  all  situated  in  said  Plainfield  of  the  value  of  1500  dollars, 
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That  the  Buildings  and  Fences  are  out  of  Repair  and  that  the  said  minors  have 
no  means  of  putting  them  in  tenantable  Repair,  praying  for  liberty  to  sell  as  per 
Petition  on  file  &c. 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  liberty  be  given,  and  the  said  Polly  Gardner 
is  hereby  authorised  to  sell  and  convey  the  aforesaid  lands  and  to  give  good  and 
sufficient  conveyances  thereof,  on  condition  that  the  said  Polly  Gardner  do 
revest  the  avails  of  said  Lands  in  other  Real  estate  in  this  State,  or  place  the 
same  on  interest  on  security  by  mortgage  on  Real  estate  for  the  Benefit  of  said 
minors  under  such  orders  and  Regulations  as  the  Court  of  Probate  for  the  dis- 
trict of  Plainfield  shall  direct. 

Upon  the  Petition  of  Samuel  F.  Hooker  of  Houndsfield  in  the  County  of  Jef- 
ferson in  the  State  of  New  York,  guardian  to  Hooker  Griswold,  Gaylord 
Griswold,  Sarah  Elizabeth  Griswold,  and  Hannah  Hooker  Griswold  all  of  the 
town  of  Herkimer  in  the  State  of  New  York,  senior  children  of  the  Honorable 
Gaylord  Griswold  late  of  said  Herkimer  deceased,  shewing  that  said  minors  are 
the  owners  of  two  several  parcels  of  land,  lying  in  the  town  of  Windsor  in  the 
County  of  Hartford  and  State  of  Connecticut,  one  containing  about  Fourteen 
acres,  Bounded  south  and  west  on  land  of  Benjamin  Griswold,  east  on  William 
Russells  land  and  North  on  the  south  line  of  the  Lot  called  the  Picket  Lot  late  the 
property  of  Sylvanus  Griswold  and  is  part  of  the  said  Picket  lot;  one  containing 
about  Twenty  nine  acres  and  is  part  of  a  Lot  late  the  property  of  said  Sylvanus 
Griswold  called  the  Kettle  Brook  lot  and  extends  north  and  south  across  the 
whole  Breadth  of  said  Lot,  is  in  width  east  and  west  ten  chains,  seventy  five 
links.  Bounded  east  on  land  set  off  to  Benjamin  Griswold  and  west  on  land  set 
off  to  the  Heirs  of  Sylvanus  Collins  Griswold;  also  of  an  undivided  interest  in 
Lot  of  Land  lying  in  Barkhampstead  in  Litchfield  County  late  the  property  of 
said  Sylvanus  Griswold  deceased,  of  the  value  of  one  Hundred  and  sixty  dollars, 
shewing  also  that  said  minors  live  in  Herkimer  in  the  State  of  New  York,  that  said 
lands  are  unproductive  and  that  the  same  cannot  be  managed  by  said  guardian  to 
advantage  and  praying  for  Liberty  to  sell  said  lands  as  by  Petition  on  file 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly  that  the  said  Samuel  F.  Hooker  be  and  he  is  hereby 
authorised  to  sell  all  the  interest  of  said  minors  in  said  lands  and  to  give  and  exe- 
cute good  and  sufficient  deeds  to  the  purchasers  conveying  the  same  in  fee  simple, 
provided  the  same  be  done  under  the  direction  of  the  Judge  of  Probate  for  the  dis- 
trict of  Hartford,  the  said  guardian  giving  Bonds  to  the  satisfaction  of  said  Judge  to 
be  void  upon  condition  that  the  avails  of  said  lands  shall  be  either  Reinvested  in 
Lands  in  the  State  of  New  York  or  loaned  on  good  security  at  interest  for  the  bene- 
fit of  said  minors  and  that  the  said  guardian  account  with  said  minors  when  they 
arrive  at  full  age  or  to  said  Judge,  whenever  thereto  lawfully  Required. 
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Upon  the  Petition  of  Chloe  Judson  formerly  of  Woodbury,  now  of  Milford, 
parent  and  guardian  to  Charlotte  Matilda  Judson,  a  minor  of  about  the  age  of 
eight  years,  shewing  to  this  Assembly  that  Reuben  Judson  formerly  of 
Woodbury  deceased,  the  Husband  of  your  Petitioner  in  and  by  his  last  will  and 
testament  which  has  been  duly  proved  and  approved  gave  the  Petitioner  one 
equal  half  of  his  Real  Estate  remaining  after  paying  his  debts  and  to  said  Char- 
lotte who  is  the  only  child  of  the  Petitioner  and  of  said  Reuben,  the  other  half  of 
said  Real  Estate,  but  if  she  should  not  attain  the  age  of  eighteen  years,  the  said 
Reuben  gave  the  same  by  said  will  to  your  petitioner  and  did  further  direct  that 
the  expence  of  said  Charlotte's  education  should  be  paid  by  the  Petitioner  and 
that  no  part  of  the  Real  Estate  should  be  applied  for  that  purpose,  that  pursuant 
to  said  will  there  was  distributed  to  said  Charlotte  seven  different  pieces  of 
Land  in  said  Woodbury,  The  first  piece  being  the  northerly  half  of  the  East 
Meadow  in  [sic]  so  called  containing  by  Estimation  two  and  one  quarter  acres, 
Bounded  easterly  on  the  River,  northerly  on  Solomon  Minor,  westerly  on  the 
old  Road  and  southerly  on  land  set  to  the  Petitioner  estimated  at  two  Hundred 
thirty  two  dollars  fifty  one  cents:  The  second  piece  contains  four  and  one  quar- 
ter acres  from  the  East  Lot  so  called  north  of  the  grove  to  be  taken  off  next 
north  from  the  piece  set  to  the  petitioner  estimated  at  sixty  eight  dollars,  The 
third  Piece  is  the  north  half  of  the  Barn  Lot  so  called  lying  both  sides  of  the  new 
Road,  and  including  the  Barn  estimated  at  one  Hundred  fifty  nine  dollars,  fifty 
nine  cents,  The  Fourth  piece  is  the  one  equal  Half  of  three  acres  to  be  taken  off 
the  north  end  of  the  Homstead,  as  it  lies  undivided  with  doctr.  John  Lindsley 
and  under  the  incumbrance  of  the  widow  Thankful  Judson  estimated  at  thirty 
four  dollars,  ninety  three  cents. — The  Fifth  piece  is  the  one  Half  of  the  meadow 
adjoining  the  East  Lot  and  also  one  half  of  about  one  acre  on  the  east  side  of  the 
new  Road  containing  by  estimation  five  and  a  half  acres  as  it  lies  undivided 
with  the  said  Linsley  and  subject  to  the  dower  of  the  said  Thankful  estimated  at 
ninety  seven  dollars,  ninety  eight  cents.  The  sixth  piece  is  the  one  half  of  the 
swamp  lot  so  called  containing  by  estimation  twelve  acres  as  it  lies  undivided 
with  said  Lindsley  and  subject  to  said  dower  estimated  at  seventy  eight  dollars. 
The  seventh  piece  is  the  one  Half  of  two  and  a  Half  acres  of  the  grove  north  of 
the  Barn  in  common  with  said  Linsley  and  subject  to  said  incumbrance  esti- 
mated at  ninety  seven  dollars,  fifty  cents  making  in  the  whole  six  Hundred 
eighty  two  dollars,  fifty  two  cents  and  which  lands  do  not  exceed  in  value  the 
said  sum  of  six  Hundred  eighty  two  dollars,  fifty  two  [?]  cents,  and  praying 
this  Assembly  to  order  and  direct  a  sale  of  said  lands  under  such  Restrictions  as 
to  this  Assembly  shall  appear  just  as  per  said  Petition  on  file 

Whereupon  Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  the  said  Chloe  Judson  be  author- 
ised and  empowered  to  sell  and  convey  said  land  by  deed  upon  her  securing  the 
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payment  of  the  avails  of  said  land  to  the  said  Matilda  when  she  shall  arrive  at  full 
age  to  the  satisfaetion  of  the  Judge  of  Probate  for  the  district  of  Woodbury. 

Upon  the  Petition  of  Reuben  J.  King  of  Hudson  in  the  State  of  New  York, 
guardian  of  Francis  King  and  Samuel  King,  minors  under  the  age  of  twenty  one 
years,  children  of  Samuel  King  late  of  the  City  of  New  York  deceased;  and 
Susannah  King  of  said  Hudson,  guardian  of  Susan  King,  Ransom  J.  King  and 
Mary  King  minors  and  children  of  John  King  late  of  said  Hudson  deceased,  and 
shewing  that  the  said  Francis  and  Samuel  are  owners  of  one  third  part  of  about 
ninety  three  acres  of  Land  in  the  town  and  County  of  Tolland  and  State  of  Con- 
necticut, and  that  the  said  Susan,  Ransom  and  Mary  are  owners  of  three  fourths 
of  one  undivided  third  part  of  the  same  Lands  lying  in  common  and  undivided 
with  Reuben  J.  King  and  William  Reed;  that  the  land  is  so  situated  it  cannot  be 
advantageously  improved  for  the  Benefit  of  said  minors,  that  they  are  poor  and 
need  the  avails  of  said  lands  for  their  support  and  Education  and  praying  for  lib- 
erty to  sell  &c.  as  per  Petition  on  file,  This  Assembly  having  enquired  into 
matters  stated  in  said  Petition  find  the  same  to  be  true  and  that  the  interest  of  said 
minors  in  said  lands  may  now  be  sold  for  Four  or  five  Hundred  Dollars 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly  that  Samuel  King  of  Vernon  in  the  County  of 
Tolland  be  and  he  is  hereby  authorised  and  empowered  to  sell  and  convey  all 
the  interest  and  title  of  said  minors  in  said  Lands,  he  first  giving  Bonds  to  the 
acceptance  of  the  Judge  of  Probate  for  the  district  of  Stafford;  conditioned  that 
he  will  pay  over  the  avails  of  said  lands  into  the  Hands  of  the  guardians  of  said 
minors,  and  be  by  them  laid  out  and  applied  for  the  maintenance,  education 
and  advancement  of  said  minors  Respectively. 

Upon  the  Petition  of  Eliakim  Marshall  of  Windsor  in  the  County  of  Hartford, 
shewing  to  this  Assembly  that  he  is  guardian  to  Edward  Howe  of  said  Windsor,  a 
minor,  that  the  said  Edward  is  the  owner  of  Real  Estate  lying  in  said  Windsor,  sub- 
ject to  a  life  Estate,  valued  at  about  three  Hundred  dollars,  Bounded  southerly  on 
Highway,  North  on  Isaac  Pinney  and  east  on  Ashbel  Eno  and  others  containing 
about  twenty  five  acres  and  that  it  would  be  for  the  interest  of  said  minor  to  have 
said  Estate  sold  and  the  avails  thereof  put  to  interest,  praying  for  liberty  to  sell  said 
lands  &c.  as  by  Petition  on  file  dated  the  twenty  first  May  1816. 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly  that  the  said  Eliakim  Marshall  be  and  he  hereby 
is  authorised  and  empowered  to  sell  and  dispose  of  the  said  Edward  Howes  in- 
terest in  said  Land  and  to  execute  good  and  sufficient  deed  or  deeds  thereof  and 
place  the  avails  of  said  Land  at  interest  on  good  security;  said  guardian  first 
giving  good  and  sufficient  Bonds  to  the  Court  of  Probate  for  the  district  of 
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Hartford,  for  the  faithful  Execution  of  said  trust,  and  to  account  with  said  court 
for  said  avails,  or  to  said  minor  when  of  age. 

Upon  the  Memorial  of  Thomas  Mitchell  of  Plymouth  in  Litchfield  County, 
shewing  to  this  Assembly  that  he  is  guardian  to  William  A.  Mitchell  of  said 
Plymouth,  a  minor  under  the  age  of  twenty  one  years,  That  said  minor  owns  the 
one  undivided  half  in  common  with  George  Mitchell  in  Bristol  in  Hartford 
County,  of  a  certain  piece  of  Land  lying  in  said  Bristol  containing  in  the  whole 
about  Fourteen  acres  of  Land  abutting  North  on  highway,  east  and  west  on 
Thomas  Barnes  or  his  assigns,  and  south  on  the  devisees  of  James  Stone  de- 
ceased, with  a  dwelling  House  and  Barn  standing  thereon;  and  also  that  said 
minor  owns  in  severalty  one  other  piece  of  Land  lying  in  said  Bristol  contain- 
ing about  two  acres  abutting  North  on  highway,  east  on  Seth  Roberts  and  south 
and  west  on  Thomas  Barnes  or  his  assigns  with  a  shop  standing  on  the  same, 
praying  for  liberty  to  sell  said  minors  Right  to  said  Land  and  Buildings  as  by 
memorial  on  file  dated  the  fourteenth  day  of  May  1816. 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  the  memorialist  be  and  he  hereby  is  author- 
ised and  empowered  to  sell  and  convey  all  the  Right  and  title  and  interest  and 
Estate  of  said  Minor  in  and  to  the  said  lands  and  Buildings  under  the  direction 
and  with  the  advice  of  the  Court  of  Probate  for  the  district  of  Farmington  and 
put  the  avails  thereof  out  at  interest  on  good  security  to  be  approved  by  the 
Judge  of  said  court,  the  memorialist  having  first  given  Bond  with  surety  to  the 
acceptance  of  said  Judge  conditioned  to  account  for  the  avails  thereof  with  said 
minor  when  he  shall  arrive  at  full  age,  or  with  said  Judge  of  Probate  when 
thereto  legally  Required. 

Upon  the  Petition  of  Lydia  Spencer  of  the  Town  of  Madison  in  the  State  of  New 
York,  shewing  that  Roderick  Spencer,  late  of  said  Madison  died,  leaving  three 
minor  children  viz.  Roderick  Spencer,  Leverett  Spencer  and  Lucius  Spencer,  That 
the  said  Lydia  is  the  widow  of  said  Roderick  and  Mother  of  and  guardian  to  said 
children,  That  the  said  minors  own  in  the  town  of  Windsor  and  County  of  Hartford 
a  piece  of  Land  containing  about  seven  acres  and  fifty  five  Rods,  Bounded  west  on 
Highway,  south  on  land  of  Kingsbury,  east  on  land  of  E.  Egleston  deceased  and 
North  on  land  of  Eli  Clark  also  another  piece  of  land  in  Hartford  in  said  county  in 
the  North  Meadow  so  called,  containing  about  one  acre  bounded  west  on  the 
creek,  south  on  land  now  or  lately  Ashbel  Spencers,  east  on  land  of  the  Heirs  of 
Roger  Wads  worth  deceased  and  North  on  land  of  Abigail  Spencer,  which  land  was 
the  property  of  said  deceased  and  is  subject  to  the  dower  of  Abigail  Spencer 
mother  in  law  of  said  Roderick  deceased,  and  descended  to  said  children  subject  to 
the  claims  of  said  Abigail  and  the  dower  of  the  Petitioner,  That  it  would  be  for  the 
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advantage  of  said  Heir  to  have  said  Land  sold,  praying  Liberty  to  sell  said  Lands  as 
per  Petition  on  file  dated  the  20th  day  of  May  1816. 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly  that  the  said  Lydia  Spencer  be  authorised  and 
empowered  to  sell  the  lands  above  described,  belonging  to  said  children  and 
vest  the  avails  thereof  in  other  lands  lying  in  said  town  of  Madison  on  the  secu- 
rity thereof  in  the  name,  and  for  the  use  of  said  minor  Heirs,  first  giving 
sufficient  Bonds  to  the  Court  of  Probate  for  the  district  of  Hartford,  that  the 
avails  of  said  lands  shall  be  so  invested. 

Upon  the  Petition  of  William  Thatcher  of  the  City  of  New  York  in  the  State  of 
New  York,  shewing  that  he  is  Father  and  natural  guardian  of  William  Thatcher, 
Israel  M.  Thacher,  Eliza  Thacher  and  Mary  Ann  Thacher  all  minors  under  the 
age  of  Twenty  one  years,  that  in  consequence  of  the  death  of  their  mother  the  fol- 
lowing pieces  of  Land  were  set  to  them  as  her  Representatives  in  the  distribution 
of  the  estate  of  their  grandfather  Israel  Munson  late  of  New  Haven  deceased,  viz. 
one  acre  and  a  half  acre  of  salt  meadow  situated  in  the  great  island  in  the  town  of 
East  Haven;  about  two  acres  of  pasture  land  situated  in  New  Haven,  at  a  place 
called  Plainfields  Bounded  southerly  on  Highway,  westerly  on  the  old  Cheshire 
Road,  and  easterly  on  the  land  of  Isaac  Munson;  also  about  thirty  Rods  of  land 
situated  in  said  New  Haven  in  the  Rear  of  the  Home  lot  of  said  Israel  Munson  de- 
ceased being  three  Rods  wide  and  about  ten  Rods  long,  Bounded  North  by  land 
formerly  belonging  to  Seth  P.  Staples,  now  owned  by  Kneeland  Townsend,  east 
part  by  land  of  Charles  Denison  and  in  part  by  Elizur  Goodrich,  south  by  said 
Goodrich,  and  west  partly  by  land  of  said  minors,  partly  by  Land  set  to  Isaac 
Munson  and  partly  by  land  set  to  Lois  Munson,  and  praying  for  Reasons  therein 
stated  that  Elisha  Munson  may  be  authorised  and  empowered  to  sell  and  convey 
the  interest  of  said  minors  in  and  to  said  described  premises 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  Elisha  Munson  Esquire  of  New  Haven  be 
and  he  hereby  is  authorised  and  empowered  to  sell  and  convey  all  the  Right 
title  and  interest  of  said  minors  and  each  and  every  of  them  in  and  to  said  de- 
scribed premises,  or  any  part  thereof  and  to  make,  execute  and  deliver  good 
and  sufficient  deeds  or  conveyances  thereof.  Provided  however,  that  security 
be  given  to  the  acceptance  of  the  Court  of  Probate  for  the  district  of  New 
Haven,  that  said  William  Thatcher  shall  faithfully  account  with  said  minors  re- 
spectively, for  the  avails  of  said  land  to  them  Respectively  belonging  as  they 
shall  severally  arrive  at  the  age  of  Twenty  one  years  or  sooner  if  thereto  Re- 
quired by  said  court. 

Upon  the  Memorial  of  Gurdon  Hunderson  of  New  Hartford  in  the  County  of 
Litchfield,  shewing  to  this  Assembly  that  he  is  appointed  conservator  on  the 
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person  and  Estate  of  Samuel  Beach  of  said  town,  That  said  Samuel  is  wanting 
in  his  natural  understanding  and  wholly  uncapable  of  directing  his  pecuniary 
concerns,  and  that  said  Beach  is  the  owner  of  twenty  five  acres  of  Land  lying  in 
said  New  Hartford  in  common  and  undivided  with  land  belonging  to  Isaac  Wil- 
liams and  that  it  will  be  much  for  the  interest  of  said  Beach  that  said  land 
should  be  sold  and  the  avails  put  on  interest  for  his  benefit  as  the  land  is  three 
fourths  of  a  mile  in  length  and  about  eighteen  Rods  in  width,  and  not  timber 
enough  on  the  land  to  make  half  of  the  division  Fence,  praying  this  Assembly 
that  some  suitable  person  may  be  authorised  and  empowered  to  sell  and  convey 
the  same  as  per  memorial  on  file  dated  14th  May  1816. 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  the  memorialist  be  and  he  is  hereby  authorised 
and  empowered  to  make  sale  of  the  Land  described  in  his  Petition  and  make  a  legal 
conveyance  thereof  and  secure  and  account  for  the  avails  of  the  same  under  the  di- 
rection of  the  Court  of  the  Common  Pleas  in  the  County  of  Litchfield. 

Upon  the  Memorial  of  Robert  Clark  of  Woodbridge  in  the  County  of  New- 
Haven,  shewing  to  this  Assembly,  that  the  memorialist  is  duly  appointed  conser- 
vator over  the  Person  and  Estate  of  one  Samuel  Bisco  of  said  Town,  the  said 
Samuel  in  consequence  of  intemperance  has  become  wholly  incapable  of  man- 
aging his  pecuniary  concerns,  that  Stata  Bisco  the  wife  of  the  said  Samuel  Bisco 
is  vested  with  the  legal  Right  to  Four  acres  of  land  lying  in  the  town  of  Derby 
about  four  miles  from  said  Biscoes  House  and  is  Bounded  west  on  Highway, 
North  on  Heirs  of  Joseph  Treat,  east  on  land  of  Joel  Chatfield,  south  on  Land  of 
Jonah  Harden,  which  is  to  the  value  of  about  one  Hundred  forty  dollars  and  pray- 
ing liberty  to  sell  and  dispose  of  said  Land  as  may  appear  by  memorial  on  file. 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly  that  the  said  Stata  Bisco  by  and  with  the  advice 
of  Robert  Clark  be,  and  she  is  hereby  authorised  to  sell  and  execute  a  deed  con- 
veying the  aforesaid  Land  and  the  same  shall  be  as  valid  in  Law  as  though  the 
same  was  executed  by  her  and  her  Husband  if  he  was  of  sound  mind  and 
memory;  and  she  the  said  Stata  shall  be  authorised  and  is  hereby  authorised  by 
and  with  the  advice  of  said  Clark  to  lay  out  the  avails  of  said  land  in  other  lands 
to  be  purchased  and  held  in  the  name  of  said  Stata. 

Upon  the  Memorial  of  William  Stephenson  of  Hartford,  shewing  to  this  As- 
sembly that  he  is  an  alien  by  birth,  and  praying  for  power  and  authority  to 
purchase  and  hold  Real  Estate,  as  per  Memorial  on  file  May  14th  1816. 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  said  William  Stephenson  be  and  he  hereby 
is  fully  authorised  and  empowered  to  purchase  and  hold  Real  Estate  in  this 
State,  and  to  alienate,  devise  and  transmit  the  same,  by  descent,  in  the  same 
manner  as  though  he  had  been  a  native  citizen  of  this  State. 
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Upon  the  Petition  of  Stephen  Canfield,  a  prisoner  confined  in  Newgate 
Prison,  shewing  to  this  Assembly,  that  on  the  eleventh  day  of  October  1814  he 
was  committed  to  said  Prison  by  sentence  of  the  Honourable  Superior  Court  for 
the  term  of  eighteen  months  and  for  costs  of  prosecution,  that  by  Reason  of  his 
being  subject  to  fits  and  constant  ill  health  he  has  become  unable  to  perform  any 
kind  of  labor  at  said  prison,  praying  this  Assembly  to  order  and  direct  that  he  be 
Released  and  discharged  from  his  confinement  in  said  prison  and  that  the  costs 
of  prosecution  taxed  against  him  be  Remitted  to  him  as  per  Petition  on  file 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  the  prayer  of  said  Petition  be,  and  the  same 
is  hereby  granted,  and  the  Keeper  of  said  Prison  is  hereby  directed  to  discharge 
and  Release  the  said  Stephen  Canfield  from  his  confinement  in  said  Prison  and 
that  the  Remainder  of  said  Bill  of  costs  be  Remitted  to  him. 

Upon  the  Memorial  of  Isaac  Boston,  shewing  to  this  Assembly  that  he  was 
sentenced  by  a  judgment  of  the  Honourable  Superior  Court,  within  and  for  the 
County  of  Litchfield  to  confinement  at  hard  labor  in  New  Gate  prison,  for  the 
term  of  two  years  and  also  for  the  payment  of  costs  of  prosecution  taxed  at 
Forty  seven  dollars,  fifty  nine  cents,  that  in  pursuance  of  said  sentence  he  was 
committed  to  said  prison  on  the  first  day  of  February  1814,  where  he  has  ever 
since  Remained,  praying  to  be  discharged  from  his  said  confinement,  as  per 
Memorial  on  file,  dated  May  13th  1816. 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  the  said  Isaac  Boston  be  discharged  from 
confinement  in  New  Gate  Prison,  and  that  the  costs  taxed  against  him  on  his 
trial  be  Remitted  to  him. 

Upon  the  Petition  of  Silas  Merrills  of  Wolcott,  now  confined  in  New  Gate 
Prison,  praying  for  Reasons  therein  stated,  that  he  may  [be]  discharged  from 
said  Prison,  as  per  Petition  on  file 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  at  the  Expiration  of  the  time  for  which  said 
Merrills  was  sentenced  to  confinement  in  said  Prison,  he  be  discharged  there- 
from, on  giving  his  note  to  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  for  the  amount  of  the  cost 
taxed  against  him. 

Upon  the  Petition  of  Abel  Stark  late  of  Salisbury  now  of  Sheffield  in  the  State 
of  Massachusetts,  shewing  that  upon  his  application  the  Legislature  in  January 
1815  liberated  him  from  imprisonment  in  New  Gate  Prison  upon  his  giving  se- 
curity for  the  costs  of  Prosecution,  and  that  John  Leffingwell  and  Jabez  H.  Starks 
gave  their  note  to  the  Treasurer  dated  the  second  day  of  February  1815  for  one 
hundred  ninety  eight  dollars  twenty  two  cents  payable  by  the  twenty  seventh  day 
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of  August  1817,  praying  that  said  note  may  by  the  Treasurer  be  cancelled  and  de- 
livered up  as  per  Petition  on  file  dated  the  twenty  fourth  day  of  May  1816. 

Resolved  By  this  Assembly,  that  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  be  directed  to 
cancel  said  obligation  and  deliver  up  the  same  to  the  obligors. 

Upon  the  Petition  of  the  Hartford  Bridge  Company,  by  their  President  and  di- 
rectors, shewing  to  this  Assembly  that  the  Honourable  Assembly  at  their  session 
in  October  1808  granted  to  said  company  the  Right  of  Building  a  Bridge  across 
Connecticut  River  between  the  Towns  of  Hartford  and  East  Hartford  under  the 
Restriction  of  making  a  draw  in  said  Bridge,  that  by  virtue  of  said  grant,  a  Bridge 
was  erected  across  said  River  with  a  draw  made  and  placed  therein  in  the 
summer  and  Fall  of  1809,  that  the  Experience  of  six  years  shews  said  draw  to  be 
useless  and  praying  for  liberty  to  Remove  said  draw  and  place  in  its  stead  a  firm 
and  substantial  arch,  corresponding  with  the  other  arches  in  said  Bridge,  as  by 
Petition  on  file  dated  the  twenty  fifth  September  181553 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  the  Proprietors  of  said  Bridge  be  permitted 
to  discontinue,  during  the  pleasure  of  the  General  Assembly,  the  draw  in  said 
Bridge  and  to  erect  instead  thereof,  a  firm  and  substantial  arch,  corresponding 
with  the  other  arches  in  said  Bridge. 

Whereas  information  has  been  given  to  this  Assembly,  that  sundry  Inhabit- 
ants of  the  town  of  East  Windsor  were  prevented  by  accident,  from  appearing 
before  this  Assembly  and  objecting  to  the  application  of  Hartford  Bridge  Com- 
pany, praying  that  they  may  be  excused  from  keeping  a  draw  in  their  Bridge  over 
Connecticut  River 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  said  Bridge  company  shall  not  proceed  to 
Remove  the  draw  in  said  Bridge,  or  to  obstruct  the  Navigation  through  said 


53.  For  the  1808  incorporation  of  this  company  and  the  immediate  background  of  this  and  the 
following  resolution,  see  S.R.,  XIV,  140-45, 140-41n;  XVII,  137-38, 138n,  531, 531n.  After  passage 
of  the  first  resolution,  East  Windsor's  representatives  protested  that  the  discontinuance  of  the  draw 
would  be  injurious  to  the  interests  of  the  northern  river  towns,  especially  their  own.  Archives,  Travel, 
Ser.  2,  II,  13.  Apparently  referring  to  the  actions  documented  here,  the  Mercury  (June  4,  1816) 
observed  that 

a  motion  was  made  in  the  lower  house  to  open  the  proceedings  for  the  purpose  of 
continuing  the  [company's]  petition,  which  motion  was  rejected.  A  similar  motion 
was  then  made  and  carried  in  the  upper  house — which  vote  the  other  house 
concurred  in,  and  the  Petition  now  stands  continued.  If  this  is'nt  evidence  of 
stability,  in  a  grave  legislative  body,  we  know  not  what  is.  It  belongs,  we  conclude, 
to  that  invisible,  undescribable  something — the  steady  habits  of  Connecticut. 
For  later  actions  on  the  matter,  see  below,  pp.  118-19,  214-15,  215n. 
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draw,  by  virtue  of  the  grant  made  by  this  Assembly  at  their  present  session, 
until  the  Rising  of  the  General  Assembly  in  October  next. 

Upon  the  Petition  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Society  of  West  Hartford, 
brought  to  this  Assembly,  praying  to  be  incorporated  into  a  Town.54 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  said  Petition  be  continued  to  the  General 
Assembly  to  be  holden  at  New  Haven  in  October  next,  and  that  notice  of  the 
pendency  of  said  Petition  be  published  in  one  of  the  Public  Newspapers  printed 
in  Hartford  three  weeks  [successively?]  at  least  six  weeks  before  the  session  of 
said  Assembly  and  the  same  shall  be  sufficient  notice  to  all  persons  concerned 
to  appear  and  shew  cause  why  the  prayer  of  said  Petition  should  not  be  granted. 

Upon  the  Petition  of  the  Boston  Turnpike  Company,  shewing  that  a  com- 
pany were  incorporated  to  make  a  Turnpike  Road  from  part  of  East  Hartford  to 
the  line  of  Massachusetts  towards  Boston,  that  the  Road  has  been  made  but  that 
improvements  may  be  made  rendering  it  shorter  and  Better  viz.  from  the  House 
of  Joseph  Lyman  in  East  Hartford  to  the  top  of  the  Hill  east  of  Appleton 
Hollister's  in  Bolton,  praying  that  the  commissioners  of  said  Road,  or  a  com- 
mittee be  authorised  to  view  and  if  they  judge  expedient  make  an  alteration  in 


54.  The  ecclesiastical  society  of  West  Hartford  overlapped  the  towns  of  Hartford  and 
Farmington.  This  petition,  dated  April  22,  1816,  was  one  in  a  number  of  attempts  by  the  inhabitants 
to  gain  incorporation  as  a  separate  town.  The  petitioners  argued  that  inhabitants  of  the  society  had 
difficulty  traveling  to  town  meetings  in  Hartford  and  Farmington.  Those  from  Hartford  contended 
that  town  taxation  was  unfairly  weighted  against  them:  while  as  farming  people  they  were  subject  to 
the  usual  modes  of  taxation,  people  in  the  city  of  Hartford  pursued  commercial  and  financial 
endeavors,  "much  of  which  is  not  nor  in  fact  can  be  reached  by  any  mode  of  Taxation."  They  also 
argued  that  the  large  number  of  poor  people  in  Hartford  represented  a  burden  on  the  rest  of  the  town. 
In  response  to  this  request,  other  inhabitants  of  Hartford  and  the  Farmington  selectmen  petitioned 
the  Assembly  in  October  1816  against  separate  incorporation  for  West  Hartford.  The  Hartford 
petition  denied  that  travel  to  town  meetings  was  inconvenient,  argued  that  support  of  the  poor 
should  not  fall  entirely  on  the  city  of  Hartford,  and  contended  that  the  West  Hartford  society 
benefited  from  rental  income  on  the  Hartford  ferry's  real  estate.  The  Farmington  petition  stressed 
that  the  creation  of  a  new  town  would  leave  Farmington's  boundaries  "in  a  very  bad  &  inconvenient 
shape,"  argued  against  separate  incorporation,  and  urged  the  Assembly  not  to  make  "inroads"  into 
Farmington's  territory  if  it  decided  otherwise.  Both  houses  of  the  Assembly  rejected  the  West 
Hartford  petition  in  October  1816;  the  town  was  not  incorporated  until  1854.  The  Assembly 
considered  another  West  Hartford  petition  in  1818;  the  House  initially  granted  that  request,  but 
eventually  concurred  with  the  Council  in  rejecting  it.  Rejected  Bills,  1815-17,  Box  4,  1816,  folder 
9,  docs.  107-14,  Box  4,  1817,  folder  18,  docs.  108-9;  Nelson  R.  Burr,  From  Colonial  Parish  to 
Modern  Suburb:  A  Brief  Appreciation  of  West  Hartford  (West  Hartford,  1976),  pp.  29-31;  House 
Proceedings  of  May  27,  June  2,  1818:  Mercury,  June  2,  1818;  Courant,  June  9,  1818. 
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said  Road  at  the  last  mentioned  place,  and  that  when  so  altered  it  may  become 
part  of  the  Boston  Turnpike  Road  instead  of  that  part  which  is  now  used55 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  said  Petition  be  continued  to  the  General  As- 
sembly to  be  holden  at  New  Haven  in  October  next  and  that  the  notice  of  the 
pendency  thereof  be  given  in  the  Connecticut  Courant  printed  at  Hartford,  three 
weeks  successively  at  least  six  weeks  before  the  session  of  said  Assembly. 

Upon  the  Petition  of  Seth  Lathrop  and  others,  praying  for  a  committee  to 
view  the  Road  from  New  Haven  to  Chapman's  Ferry  on  Connecticut  River  and 
from  thence  to  Norwich  Landing  and  to  Report  such  alterations  in  the  same  as 
may  be  found  necessary  and  for  a  Turnpike  company  to  make  and  keep  said 
Road  in  Repair56 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  said  Petition  be  continued  to  the  General 
Assembly  to  be  holden  at  New  Haven  in  October  next  and  that  the  pendency  of 
the  same  be  notified  by  publishing  this  Resolve  three  weeks  successively  at 
least  six  weeks  before  the  session  of  said  Assembly  in  a  Newspaper  published 
at  Middletown,  at  New  Haven  and  at  Norwich  and  that  such  notice  shall  be 
deemed  sufficient  to  bring  said  Petition  to  trial. 

Upon  the  Petition  of  Ross  Hinman  of  Roxbury  in  Litchfield  County  against 
his  creditors,  praying  for  an  act  of  Insolvency,  as  per  Petition  on  File  dated  2d 
day  of  September  181557 

Resolved  By  this  Assembly,  that  the  said  Petition  be  and  the  same  is  hereby 
continued  to  the  General  Assembly  to  be  holden  in  New  Haven  in  October 
next,  and  that  the  Petitioner  give  notice  of  the  pendency  of  said  Petition  by 
causing  this  Resolve  to  be  published  three  weeks  successively  at  least  six 
weeks  before  the  session  of  said  Assembly  in  the  New  York  Herald,  which  pub- 
lication shall  be  sufficient  notice  to  all  the  creditors  living  out  of  this  State  to 
appear  and  defend  against  said  Petition. 

Upon  the  Petition  of  Peter  Sherman,  praying  for  an  act  of  Insolvency,  as  per 
Petition  on  file,  dated  the  eleventh  day  of  September,  1815 


55.  This  turnpike  company  had  been  incorporated  in  October  1797:  S.R.,  IX,  112-14,  114n. 
The  full  petition,  dated  May  22, 1816,  and  presented  by  company  agent  Nathaniel  Root,  argued  that 
the  proposed  alterations  would  make  the  route  shorter  and  more  convenient.  Archives,  Travel,  Ser. 
2,  VIII,  82.  For  the  Assembly's  action  on  the  petition,  see  below,  pp.  120-21,  12 In. 

56.  This  request  led  to  the  incorporation  of  the  Dragon  Turnpike  Company  in  October  1817: 
below,  pp.  278-80, 278-79n;  Archives,  Travel,  Ser.  2,  X,  1-8.  A  fuller  summary  of  the  petition  can 
be  found  below,  p.  122. 

57.  See  S.R.,  XVII,  533. 
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Resolved  that  the  further  consideration  of  said  Petition  be  continued  to  the 
General  Assembly  to  be  holden  at  New  Haven  on  the  second  Thursday  of  Oc- 
tober next  which  shall  be  sufficient  notice  to  all  concerned  to  appear  on  said 
Petition  and  that  the  Petitioner  cause  notice  of  the  Pendency  of  said  Petition  to 
be  given  by  publishing  a  copy  of  this  Resolve  in  the  Connecticut  Courant 
printed  at  Hartford,  three  weeks  successively  at  least  six  weeks  before  the 
second  Thursday  of  October  next,  which  shall  be  sufficient  notice  to  all  con- 
cerned to  appear  on  said  Petition. 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  the  Quarter  Master  General  of  this  State  pro- 
cure a  quantity  of  timber  suitable  for  mounting  cannon,  and  other  purposes 
appertaining  to  the  Arsenal,  not  exceeding  in  price,  the  sum  of  five  Hundred  dol- 
lars and  cause  the  same  to  be  deposited  in  a  suitable  place  or  places  that  it  may  be 
seasoned:  and  that  the  sum  aforesaid  be  appropriated  for  the  purpose  aforesaid.58 

Whereas  the  General  Assembly  of  this  State,  held  in  May  last,  appropriated  the 
sum  of  twenty  five  Hundred  dollars  for  the  Building  a  Magazine  and  other  purposes, 
and  it  appears  by  the  Report  of  the  Quarter  Master  General,  that  he  hath  expended 
two  thousand  eight  Hundred  fifty  nine  dollars,  eight  cents,  in  effecting  the  objects59 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  in  adjusting  the  accounts  of  the  Quarter 
Master  General  regarding  the  objects  for  which  said  sum  was  appropriated,  the 
Controller  of  Public  Accounts  allow  to  him  the  amount  of  his  Expenditures, 
though  the  same  should  exceed  said  appropriation. 

Granted  to  His  Excellency  John  Cotton  Smith,  the  sum  of  six  Hundred  Dol- 
lars, for  the  first  Half  of  his  salary  as  Governour  the  current  year. 

Granted  to  His  Honor  Jonathan  Ingersoll,  the  sum  of  Four  Hundred  and  Fifty 
dollars  for  the  first  Half  of  his  salary  as  Lieutenant  Governour  the  current  year. 

Granted  to  Andrew  Kingsbury  Esquire,  the  sum  of  Four  Hundred  sixteen 
dollars  and  sixty  seven  cents  for  the  last  Half  of  his  salary  as  Treasurer,  the  year 
ending  May  1816. 

Granted  to  the  Honourable  James  Hillhouse  Five  Hundred  Dollars  for  the  last 
Half  of  his  salary  as  Commissioner  of  the  School  Fund  the  year  ending  May  1816. 


58.  For  the  report  of  the  committee  which  prepared  this  and  the  following  resolution,  see 
Archives,  Militia,  Ser.  3,  II,  72.  At  one  point  the  House  dissented  to  this  action,  but  concurred  with 
the  Council  after  a  conference:  ibid.,  doc.  73. 

59.  In  May  1815,  the  Assembly  had  passed  three  resolutions  appropriating  a  total  of  $2,550  for 
building  a  magazine  in  the  vicinity  of  Hartford  and  for  enhancements  of  the  facilities  at  the  Hartford 
arsenal:  S.R.,  XVII,  335-36,  335n. 
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Granted  to  Thomas  Day  Esquire  the  sum  of  eighty  Four  Dollars  for  his 
salary  as  Secretary,  the  year  past. 

Granted  to  Elisha  Colt  Esquire  the  sum  of  Five  Hundred  Dollars  for  the  last 
Half  of  his  salary,  as  Controller,  the  year  ending  May  1816. 

Granted  to  Thomas  Day  Esquire  Three  Hundred  Dollars  for  his  salary,  as 
Reporter  of  Judicial  Decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Errors,  for  the  year 
ending  May  1816. 

This  Assembly  do  grant  to  Enoch  Huntington  Esquire  twenty  Five  dollars  for 
his  services  in  advocating  before  this  Legislature  the  Petition  of  Peter  Lung,  a 
prisoner  under  sentence  of  death,  the  Treasurer  is  directed  to  pay  the  same.60 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  That  all  unfinished  business  pending  before  the 
present  session  of  this  Assembly  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  continued  to  this 
General  Assembly  to  be  holden  at  New  Haven  in  October  next.61 

Upon  the  Petition  of  Eliakim  Marshall  of  Windsor  in  the  County  of  Hartford 
shewing  that  he  is  conservator  of  Naomi  Howe  of  said  Windsor,  that  she  is  de- 
ranged in  her  mind  and  unable  to  provide  for  herself,  that  she  owns  and  is 
possessed  of  eighteen  acres  of  Land  lying  in  said  town,  valued  at  about  Four 
Hundred  dollars,  Bounded  east,  west  and  south  on  land  of  Martin  Ellsworth 
Esquire  and  North  on  the  Heirs  of  John  May,  that  said  Lands  are  mortgaged  for 
the  security  of  about  Two  Hundred  dollars,  that  she  is  indebted  in  the  sum  of 
about  one  Hundred  dollars,  beside  said  Two  Hundred  dollars,  secured  as  afore- 
said; That  she  has  also  a  life  Estate  in  twenty  five  acres  of  land  lying  in  said 
town;  Bounded  southwest  on  Highway,  North  on  Isaac  Pinney  and  east  on 
Ashbel  Pinney  and  others,  that  said  last  mentioned  lands  are  unproductive,  that 
the  owners  of  said  lands  are  desirous  of  disposing  of  the  same  jointly  with  her, 
that  she  has  no  means  of  discharging  her  said  debts;  that  the  said  lands  must  be 
sacrificed  to  pay  the  same  and  the  said  Naomi  Howe  left  entirely  destitute  of 


60.  For  this  case,  see  above,  pp.  xx,  40,  40n. 

61.  The  Assembly  continued  its  inconclusive  discussions  of  a  new  state  penitentiary  during  the 
May  and  October  1816  sessions:  S.R.,  XVII,  478, 478-79n.  It  also  had  under  consideration,  but  then 
rejected,  a  bill,  continued  from  1815,  to  prosecute  unlicensed  peddlers  and  hawkers  of  dry  goods; 
this  bill  had  been  prepared  in  response  to  petitions  from  Fairfield  and  Litchfield  County  merchants, 
who  complained  of  tax  burdens  from  the  war  and  characterized  the  peddlers  as  "Foreigners,  and  in 
many  instances  ...  Fugitives  from  Justice"  who  sold  imported  manufactures  to  the  detriment  of 
domestic  goods.  For  the  considerable  documentation  of  this  matter,  see  Rejected  Bills,  1815-17, 
Box  4,  1816,  folder  9,  docs.  1 15-120. 
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the  means  of  support,  unless  this  Assembly  interfere  &c.,  praying  for  liberty  to 
sell  said  Estate,  as  by  Petition  on  File,  dated  21st  May  1816. 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  the  said  Eliakim  Marshall  be  and  he  is  hereby 
authorised  and  empowered  to  sell  all  the  interest  of  the  said  Naomi  in  said  lands  and 
give  good  and  sufficient  deed  or  deeds  of  the  same.  And  the  said  Eliakim  shall  ac- 
count to  the  County  Court  for  said  County  of  Hartford  for  the  avails  of  said  Estate. 


At  a  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Connecticut  holden  at  New  Haven 
in  said  State  on  the  second  Thursday  of  October,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixteen.1 


Present 


His  Excellency,  John  Cotton  Smith  Esquire,  Governour 

His  Honour,  Jonathan  Ingersoll,  Esquire,  Lieutenant  Governour 


The  Honourable  Asher  Miller 
Aaron  Austin 
Jonathan  Brace 
Elizur  Goodrich 
Matthew  Griswold 
Henry  Champion 
Frederick  Wolcott 
Roger  M.  Sherman 
Samuel  W.  Johnson 
Noah  B.  Benedict 
William  Perkins 
Samuel  B.  Sherwood 


A 


Assistants 


The  Representatives  from  the  several  Towns  were. 


Michael  Olcott,  Thomas  S.  Williams  from  Hartford 

Phineas  Johnson,  Luther  Beckley  from  Berlin 

Enos  Ives  from  Bristol 

Theodore  Pettibone  from  Burlington 

Ezra  Adams  Junr.  from  Canton 

Shubael  Griswold,  Benjamin  Lyman  from  East  Hartford 

John  Stoughton  Junr.,  Eli  B.  Haskell  from  East  Windsor 

Elam  O.  Potter,  William  Dixon  from  Enfield 

Ozem  Woodruff,  George  Cowles  from  Farmington 

Jonathan  Wells,  Jeremiah  Stocking  from  Glastenbury 


1.  The  session  ran  from  October  10  to  November  1:  House  Journal. 

2.  For  the  significance  of  the  fall  1816  elections,  see  above,  pp.  xxiv-xxv.  Based  on  newspaper 
accounts,  historians  have  estimated  that  the  Federalists  controlled  beween  1 1 1  and  1 14  seats  and  that 
Tolerationist-Republican  strength  was  between  87  and  90.  Purcell,  Connecticut  in  Transition,  p.  218; 
Stamps,  "Political  Parties,"  pp.  235-36. 
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Joab  Griffin  Junr.,  James  Forward  from  Granby 

Samuel  Benjamin,  Isral  Williams  from  Hartland 

Joel  Foote  from  Marlborough 

Roswell  Moore,  Roger  Whittlesey  from  Southington 

Samuel  Hastings,  Andrew  Denison  from  Suffield 

James  Cornish,  Wait  Latimer  from  Simsbury 

Ezekiel  P.  Belden,  Frederick  Robins  from  Wethersfield 

Oliver  Mather,  Elisha  N.  Sill  from  Windsor 

Charles  Denison,  Seth  P.  Staples  from  New  Haven 

James  Barker,  Josiah  J.  Linsley  from  Branford 

Charles  Shelton,  Elias  Gaylord  from  Cheshire 

Reuben  Lum  from  Derby 

James  Thompson  from  East  Haven 

Samuel  Robinson,  Nathaniel  Griffin  from  Guilford 

Amasa  Bradley  from  Hamden 

Stephen  Bailey  from  Meriden 

Nathaniel  Richardson  from  Middlebury 

Elias  Clark,  William  Fenn  from  Milford 

Jacobs  Bassett  from  North  Haven 

Abriam  Stoddard  from  Oxford 

Warren  Mitchell  from  Southbury 

Nathaniel  Andrews,  Eliakim  Hall  from  Wallingford 

Andrew  Adams,  Daniel  Steele  from  Waterbury 

Justus  Thomas,  Robert  Clark  from  Woodbridge 

Ambrose  Ives  from  Wolcott 

Christopher  Manwaring,  John  P.  Trott  from  New  London 

Roger  Huntington,  Elisha  Tracey  from  Norwich 

Joshua  Stark  from  Bozrah 

John  R.  Watrous,  John  Isham  Junr.  from  Colchester 

Eli  Hartshorn  from  Franklin 

Elisha  Haley,  William  Williams  from  Groton 

James  Lord  from  Griswold 

Levi  Perkins  from  Lisbon 

Ebenezer  Brockway,  Charles  Smith  from  Lyme 

William  W.  Haughton  from  Montville 

Chester  Smith,  Daniel  Packer  from  North  Stonington 

Ebenezer  Avery,  Henry  F  Lamb  from  Preston 

Enoch  Burrows,  Jesse  Dean  from  Stonington 

Charles  Avery  from  Waterford 

David  Hill,  John  Hull  from  Fairfield 

Peter  Ambler,  John  S.  Blackman  from  Danbury 

Daniel  Tomlinson  from  Brookfield 
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Isaac  How,  Enos  Lockwood  from  Greenwich 

David  Sherwood,  William  Shelton  from  Huntington 

Samuel  St.  John  from  New  Canaan 

Samuel  T.  Barnum  from  New  Fairfield 

John  Sanford,  Samuel  Beers  from  Newtown 

Benjamin  Isaacs,  Samuel  B.  Warren  from  Norwalk 

Samuel  Whiting,  Hezekiah  Read  Jr.  from  Redding 

Timothy  Keeler,  William  Hawley  from  Ridgefield 

John  Brown  Junr.,  Isaac  Lockwood  Junr.  from  Stamford 

Joel  Curtiss,  Jeremiah  W.  Beardslee  from  Stratford 

Jedediah  Graves  from  Sherman 

Amos  H.  Wheeler  from  Trumbull 

Andrew  Lyon,  Simeon  Fanton  from  Weston 

Matthew  Marvin  from  Wilton 

Jonathan  Walcott,  Zaccheus  Waldo  from  Windham 

Nathan  Howard,  Thomas  Dow  from  Ashford 

Benjamin  Pierce  from  Brooklyn 

Rufus  Adams,  David  Butts  from  Canterbury 

Benjamin  Lyman  from  Columbia 

Ebenezer  Griffin  from  Hampton 

John  Mason,  Ebenezer  Young  from  Killingly 

John  Robinson,  Ebenezer  Johnson  from  Lebanon 

John  Salter,  Frederick  Freeman  from  Mansfield 

Philip  Kenyon,  Job  Angell  from  Plainfield 

Sylvanus  Backus,  Lemuel  Ingalls  from  Pomfret 

Dixson  Hall  from  Sterling 

Jonathan  Nichols  Jr.,  Simon  Davis  Jr.  from  Thompson 

Daniel  Keigwin  from  Voluntown 

William  Bowen,  Judah  Lyon  from  Woodstock 

William  Beebe,  Jonathan  Buell  from  Litchfield 

Moses  Hayden,  Oliver  Mills  from  Barkhempsted 

Nathan  Hawley  from  Bethlem 

Samuel  Beckley  Junr.,  John  Holabird  from  Canaan 

Nathan  Bass,  Martin  Rockwell  from  Colebrook 

Oliver  Burnham,  Philo  Swift  from  Cornwall 

Timothy  Hale,  Theodore  North  from  Goshen 

William  C.  Abernathy,  Uriah  Hopkins  from  Harwinton 

Joseph  Skiff  from  Kent 

William  Cooke,  Thomas  Lee  from  New  Hartford 

Nathaniel  Stevens,  Elizur  Munger  from  Norfolk 

Orange  Merwin,  William  Taylor  from  New  Milford 

Calvin  Butler  from  Plymouth 
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Asahel  Bacon  from  Roxbury 

Elisha  Sterling,  Jonathan  Scovill  from  Salisbury 

Cyrus  Swan,  Israel  Camp  from  Sharon 

Russell  C.  Abernathy,  Thaddeus  Griswold  from  Torrington 

Daniel  B.  Brinsmade,  Samuel  Leavitt  from  Washington 

David  Baldwin  from  Watertown 

Homer  Sackett  from  Warren 

Benjamin  Benedict,  Nathaniel  B.  Gaylord  from  Winchester 

Daniel  Bacon,  Nathaniel  Perry  from  Woodbury 

Elisha  Coe,  Chauncey  Whittlesey  from  Middletown 

Enoch  Sage,  Nehemiah  Gates  from  Chatham 

Charles  Coe,  Worthington  G.  Chauncey  from  Durham 

Eliphalet  Holmes,  Sylvester  Chapman  from  East  Haddam 

Ezra  Brainard,  James  K.  Childs  from  Haddam 

George  Carter,  David  Kelsey  from  Killingworth 

Samuel  Hart,  Clark  Nott  from  Saybrook 

Eliphalet  Young,  Jonathan  Barns  from  Tolland 

Jonah  Strickland  from  Bolton 

Elisha  Edgerton,  Solomon  Gilbert  from  Coventry 

Asa  Willey  from  Ellington 

John  Payne,  Daniel  Burrows  from  Hebron 

Oliver  Chapin  2d,  Oliver  Collins  from  Somers 

Elijah  Johnson,  Nathan  Johnson  from  Stafford 

Ingoldsby  W.  Crawford,  Nathaniel  Newell  Jr.  from  Union 

Francis  McLean  from  Vernon 

Reuben  Marcy,  Daniel  Glazier  from  Willington 

Charles  Denison  Esquire  Speaker 

Thomas  S.  Williams  and 

Elisha  Sterling  Esquires,  Clerks.3 


3.  Denison  had  been  speaker  and  Sterling  had  been  a  clerk  at  the  previous  session.  Williams 
(1777-1861),  a  1794  Yale  College  graduate  who  had  studied  under  Tapping  Reeve  at  the  Litchfield 
law  school,  had  resided  since  1803  in  Hartford,  where  he  was  a  prominent  lawyer  and  a  justice  of 
the  peace.  A  member  of  the  Assembly  in  1813  and  1815,  he  had  previously  served  as  clerk.  Elected 
to  the  U.S.  Congress  at  the  present  session  (below,  p.  84),  Williams  had  a  distinguished  subsequent 
career,  which  included  additional  service  in  the  Assembly,  as  mayor  of  Hartford,  as  chief  judge  of 
the  state,  and  as  a  leading  light  in  voluntary  religious  and  charitable  work.  DAB. 
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To  the  Honourable  General  Assembly  now  in  session 
The  committee  appointed  to  Receive  and  count  the  votes  of  the  Freeman 
[sic]  returned  to  this  Assembly  for  persons  to  stand  in  nomination  for  Election 
as  Assistants  in  May  next,  and  to  Report  the  Twenty  persons  who  shall  have  the 
greatest  number  of  votes,  having  performed  the  duty  assigned  them,  find  the 
following  twenty  persons  to  have  the  greatest  number  of  votes,  viz.4 
Honourable  Aaron  Austin 

Jonathan  Brace 

Elizur  Goodrich 

Matthew  Griswold 

Henry  Champion 

Frederick  Wolcott 

Roger  M.  Sherman 

Samuel  W.  Johnson 

Noah  B.  Benedict 

William  Perkins 

Samuel  B.  Sherwood 

Asa  Chapman 

Elias  Perkins 

Shubael  Griswold 

Nathaniel  Terry 

William  T.  Williams 

Jacob  B.  Gurley 

Jonathan  Barns 

Daniel  Putnam 

David  Tomlinson 
which  is  Respectfully  submitted 
Signed  per  order  Samuel  B.  Sherwood 

To  the  Honourable  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Connecticut  now  in 
session. 

The  committee  appointed  to  receive  and  count  the  votes  of  the  Freeman 
[sic]  of  this  State  returned  to  this  Assembly  for  Representatives  in  the  Fifteenth 
Congress  of  the  United  States,  Respectfully  Report  that  they  have  performed 
the  duty  assigned  them  and  find  that5 


4.  For  the  politics  surrounding  this  nomination,  see  above,  p.  xxiv. 

5.  Only  Pitkin  and  Moseley  remained  from  the  previous  Congressional  delegation:  S.R.,  XVII, 
152;  for  the  circumstances  of  this  election,  see  above,  p.  xxv.  Biographical  sketches  of  Dension, 
Sherwood,  and  Williams  can  be  found  above,  pp.  In,  5n,  82n.  Backus  (b.  1768)  was  a  graduate  of 
Dartmouth  College.  He  was  a  justice  of  the  peace  for  Windham  County  and  represented  Pomfret  in 
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Timothy  Pitkin 

Jonathan  Ogden  Moseley 

Sylvanus  Backus 

Charles  Denison 

Samuel  B.  Sherwood 

Thomas  Scott  Williams 

Uriel  Holmes 
are  elected  by  the  Freemen  of  this  State  to  Represent  the  people  of  this  State  in 
the  Fifteenth  Congress  of  the  United  States  and  they  have  been  declared 
accordingly 

Signed  per  order  A.  Miller,  Chairman 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  on  this  First  day  of  November  AD.  1816  His 
Honour  Jonathan  Ingersoll,  Nathaniel  Terry  Esquire,  Seth  P.  Staples  Esquire, 
Jirah  Isham  Esquire,  Honourable  Samuel  W.  Johnson,  Honourable  William 
Perkins,  Elisha  Sterling  Esquire,  Elijah  Hubbard  Esquire  and  Asa  Willey  Es- 
quire, Electors  of  President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States  for  the  term 
of  Four  years  commencing  in  March  1817.  And  Be  it  Resolved  by  this  Assem- 
bly, that  said  Electors  shall  meet  at  the  City  of  Hartford  on  the  first  Wednesday 
of  December  next  on  the  business  of  their  said  appointment  and  proceed 
therein  as  Required  by  the  Constitution  and  Laws  of  the  United  States.6 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Enoch  Perkins  and  Thomas  S.  Williams  Esquires 
together  with  the  Controller  to  audit  and  adjust  the  Public  Accounts  of  this 
State  and  Report  make  to  the  next  session  of  the  General  Assembly. 


the  Assembly,  serving  several  terms  as  speaker  of  the  House.  He  died  in  February  1817  of  a 
pulmonary  complaint  before  taking  his  seat  in  Congress.  Mary  E.  N.  Backus,  ed..  The  New  England 
Ancestry-  of  Dana  Converse  Backus  (Salem,  Mass.,  1949),  pp.  33-34;  Courant,  Feb.  18,  1817. 
Denison,  also  suffering  from  lung  disease  (above,  p.  5n),  declined  to  serve  and  a  special  election  was 
held  in  spring  1817  to  fill  the  two  vacant  places.  Journal,  Mar.  4, 1817;  below,  p.  153n.  Holmes  (1764- 
1827),  a  Yale  College  graduate,  Litchfield  lawyer,  and  justice  of  the  peace  from  Litchfield  County,  had 
represented  his  town  in  the  Assembly  on  many  occasions;  he  resigned  from  Congress  in  1818.  Dexter, 
Yale  Biographies,  IV,  345-46;  S.R.,  XDC,  384,  384n. 

6.  Connecticut's  electors  cast  all  nine  of  their  presidential  ballots  for  Rufus  King,  a  Federalist 
senator  from  New  York,  but  split  their  votes  for  vice  president  between  Federalists  James  Ross  of 
Pennsylvania  (five)  and  U.S.  Chief  Justice  John  Marshall  of  Virginia  (four),  the  only  votes  garnered  by 
those  individuals.  Democratic-Republican  candidate  James  Monroe  of  Virginia  won  the  presidency  by  a 
vote  of  1 83  to  34  over  King;  his  running  mate,  New  York  governor  Daniel  Tompkins,  was  elected  to  the 
vice  presidency  by  1 83  votes  against  a  scattering  of  votes  for  four  Federalist  candidates.  Lynn  W.  Turner, 
"Elections  of  1816  and  1820,"  in  Arthur  M.  Schlesinger.  Jr.,  ed..  History  of  American  Presidential 
Elections,  I  (New  York,  1971),  pp.  304-8,  344;  Journal.  Dec.  10.  1816. 
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Whereas  Tapping  Reeve  Esquire  of  Litchfield  in  Litchfield  County  ne- 
glected to  make  return  of  the  duties  by  him  Received  by  the  time  Required  by 
law  but  has  since  made  return  of  the  same  to  the  Treasurer  of  this  State7 

Resolved  that  the  said  Tapping  Reeve  Esquire  be  and  he  hereby  is  appointed 
a  Justice  of  the  Peace  in  and  for  the  County  of  Litchfield  and  he  is  fully  author- 
ised and  empowered  to  perform  and  execute  all  the  duties  of  said  office  until 
the  20th  day  of  June  next,  any  law  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Augustus  Pettibone  Esquire,  Justice  of  the  Peace 
in  and  for  the  County  of  Litchfield  until  the  twentieth  of  June  next.8 

This  Assembly  do  establish  Ezekiel  Hotchkiss  1st  Lieutenant  of  the  2d  Corny,  of 

Governour's  Foot  Guards,  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  24th  August  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  William  B.  Wallace  3d  Lieut,  of  the  2d  Corny,  of 

Governours  Foot  Guards,  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  24th  August  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  William  C.  Atwater  4th  Lieut,  of  the  2d  Corny,  of 

Governours  Foot  Guards  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  24th  August  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Daniel  Brown  Ensign  of  the  2d  Corny,  of 

Governours  Foot  guards  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  24th  August  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Michael  Peck  Junr.  Captain  of  the  1st  Lt.  Infy.  Corny. 

in  the  2d  Regt.  of  militia,  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  10th  September  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Nathaniel  Smith  Lieut,  of  the  1st  Lt.  Infy.  Corny,  in 

the  2d  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  1 0th  Septemr.  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Nathan  Pratt  Ensign  of  the  1st  Lt.  Infy.  Corny,  in 

the  2d  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  10th  Septr.  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Sophos  Staples,  Captain  of  the  2d  Corny,  in  the  2d 

Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  9th  September  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Thomas  G.  Woodard  Lieut,  of  the  2d  Corny,  in  the 

2d  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  9th  September  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Samuel  J.  Hitchcock  Ensign  of  the  2d  Corny,  in  the 

2d  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  9th  September  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  James  Thompson,  Capt.  of  the  5th  Corny,  in  the  2d 

Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  4th  September  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Elias  Bradley  Lieutenant  of  the  5th  Corny,  in  the 

2d  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  4th  Septemr.  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Asahel  Smith  Ensign  of  the  5th  Corny,  in  the  2d 

Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  4th  Sepr.  1816. 


7.  See  below,  p.  115. 

8.  See  below,  pp.  115-16. 
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This  Assembly  do  establish  Asa  Bassett  Captain  of  the  7th  Corny,  in  the  2d 

Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  28th  Sepr.  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Samuel  Bassett  2d,  Lieutenant  of  the  7th  Corny,  in  the 

2d  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  28th  September  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Bennet  Lum  Ensign  of  the  7th  Corny,  in  the  2d 

Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  28th  September  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Robert  Knapp  Captain  of  the  1st  Corny,  in  the  4th 

Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  8th  October  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Azor  Osborn  Lieutenant  of  the  1st  Corny,  in  the 

4th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  8th  October  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Ephraim  Jennings  Ensign  of  the  1st  Corny,  in  the 

4th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  8th  October  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Josiah  Gorham  Lieut,  of  the  2d  Corny,  in  the  4th 

Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  20th  Septr.  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Samuel  C.  Peck  Ensign  of  the  2nd  Corny,  in  the  4th 

Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  20th  September  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Daniel  Guold  Captain  of  the  5th  Corny,  in  the  4th 

Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  1st  October  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Peter  Winton  Lieutenant  of  the  5th  Corny,  in  the 

4th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  1st  October  1815. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Elbert  Banks  Ensign  of  the  5th  Corny,  in  this  4th 

Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  1st  October  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  James  Wheeler  Lieutenant  of  the  6th  Corny,  in  the 

4th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  4th  September  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  John  Fairchild  Ensign  of  the  6th  Corny,  in  the  4th 

Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  4th  September  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Henry  Huntington  Ensign  of  the  1st  Corny,  in  the 

5th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  7th  September  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Joseph  D.  Kenyon  Ensign  of  the  7th  Corny,  in  the 

5th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  1 0th  September  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Simeon  Stoddard  Lieut,  of  the  2d  Lt.  Infy. 

Corny,  in  the  6th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  10th 

September  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Josiah  W.  Bristol  Ensign  of  the  2d.  Lt.  Infy. 

Corny,  in  the  6th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  10th 

September  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Robert  Johnson  Captain  of  the  2d  Corny,  in  the  6th 

Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  1 1th  October  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Selah  North  Lieutenant  of  the  2d  Corny,  in  the  6th 

Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  1 1th  October  1816. 
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This  Assembly  do  establish  John  Rodgers  Ensign  of  the  2d  Corny,  in  the  6th 

Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  1 1th  October  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Walter  Hale  Captain  of  the  7th  Corny,  in  the  6th 

Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  28th  September  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  George  Covill  Lieutenant  of  the  7th  Corny,  in  the  6th 

Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  28th  September  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Asahel  Holister  Ensign  of  the  7th  Corny,  in  the  6th 

Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  28th  September  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Joseph  Galpin  Junr.  Capt.  of  the  8th  Corny,  in  the 

6th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  3d  October  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Freeman  Howard  Lieut,  of  the  8th  Corny,  in  the  6th 

Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  3d  October  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  George  Hart  Ensign  of  the  8th  Corny,  in  the  6th 

Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  3d  October  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Ichabod  Camp  Captain  of  the  4th  Corny,  in  the  7th 

Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  24th  October  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Richard  Hubbard  Lieut,  of  the  4th  Corny,  in  the  7th 

Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  24th  October  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Joseph  P.  Camp  Ensign  of  the  4th  Corny,  in  the  7th 

Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  24th  October  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Asa  Park  Ensign  of  the  1st  Lt.  Infy.  Corny,  in  the 

8th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  6th  September  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Benjamin  Peabody  Jr.  Ensign  of  the  2d  Lt.  Infy. 

Corny,  in  the  8th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  12th 

October  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Cyrus  Swan  Ensign  of  the  3d  Corny,  in  the  8th 

Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  29th  August  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Daniel  Bentley  Captain  of  the  6th  Corny,  in  the  8th 

Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  21st  September  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Joseph  Scofield  Ensign  of  the  6th  Corny,  in  the  8th 

Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  21st  September  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Phinehas  Wheeler  Captain  of  the  7th  Corny,  in  the 

8th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  7th  September  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Elias  Hewit  Jr.  Lieut,  of  the  7th  Corny,  in  the  8th 

Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  7th  September  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Roswell  R.  Avery  Ensign  of  the  7th  Corny,  in  the 

8th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  7th  September  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Isaac  Peck  4th  Ensign  of  the  2d  Corny,  in  the  9th 

Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  3d  October  1816. 
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This  Assembly  do  establish  Benjamin  W.  Lyon  Ensign  of  the  5th  Corny,  in  the 

9th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  3d  October  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Joseph  Chidsey  Captain  of  the  7th  Corny,  in  the 

10th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State  to  take  rank  from  6th  September  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Cyrus  Benton  Lieutenant  of  the  7th  Corny,  in  the 

1 0th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  6th  September  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Erastus  Dudley  Ensign  of  the  7th  Corny,  in  the 

1 0th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  6th  Septem.  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Asahel  Stilson  Ensign  of  the  3d  Corny,  in  the  12th 

Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  3 1  st  August  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Starr  Titus  Ensign  of  the  5th  Corny,  in  the  12th 

Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  9th  September  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Ira  Eaton  Captain  of  the  2d  Corny,  in  the  13th  Reg- 
iment of  Militia  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  3d  October  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Barnabas  Hatch  Lieutenant  of  the  2d  Corny,  in  the 

13th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  3d  October  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Abijah  Hubbel  Ensign  of  the  2d  Corny,  in  the  13th 

Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  3d  October  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Seabury  Smith  Ensign  of  the  3d  Corny,  in  the  13th 

Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State  to  take  rank  from  24th  Sepr.  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Abiel  Chapin  Captain  of  the  4th  Corny,  in  the  13th 

Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  9th  September  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  John  Russell  Junr.  Lieut,  of  the  4th  Corny,  in  the 

1 3th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  9th  September  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Daniel  Brewster  Ensign  of  the  4th  Corny,  in  the  13th 

Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  9th  September  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Augustus  B.  Swift  Ensign  of  the  8th  Corny,  in  the  13th 

Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  16th  September  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Samuel  Dickinson  Lieut,  of  the  1st  Corny,  in  the 

1 4th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  26th  August  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Edward  Whitman  Ensign  of  the  1st  Corny,  in  the 

1 4th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  26th  August  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Tracy  Peck  Captain  of  the  4th  Corny,  in  the  14th 

Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  28th  August  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Abner  Baily  Lieutenant  of  the  4th  Corny,  in  the 

1 4th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  28th  August  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Israel  Shephard  Captain  of  the  5th  Corny,  in  the 

14th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  15th  August  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Isaac  Scudder,  Capt.  of  the  1st  Lt.  Infy.  Corny,  in  the 

15th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  4th  October  1816. 
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This  Assembly  do  establish  Reuben  Blackman  Jr.  Lieut,  of  the  1st  Lt.  Infy. 

Corny,  in  the  15th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  4th 

October  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  James  J.  Wheeler  Ensign  of  the  1st  Lt.  Infy.  Corny,  in 

the  1 5th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  4th  October  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Jonathan  H.  Taylor  Lieut,  of  the  5th  Corny,  in  the 

1 5th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  4th  October  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Walter  Chase  Ensign  of  the  5th  Corny,  in  the  15th 

Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State  to  take  rank  from  4th  October  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Levi  Morris  Ensign  of  the  8th  Corny,  in  the  15th 

Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  4th  October  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Ebenezer  W.  Bowles  Ensign  of  the  1st  Lt.  Infy. 

Corny,  in  the  16th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State  to  take  rank  from  17th 

September  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Uri  Merwin  Ensign  of  the  2d  Lt.  Infy.  Corny,  in  the 

16th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  2d  September  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Andrew  Norton  Jr.  Ensign  of  the  2d  Corny,  in  the  16th 

Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  17th  September  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Stephen  Russel  Captain  of  the  5th  Corny  in  the  16th 

Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  17th  September  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Samuel  Wright  Lieut,  of  the  5th  Corny,  in  the  16th 

Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  17th  September  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Jonathan  Wright  2d  Ensign  of  the  5th  Corny,  in  the 

16th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  17th  September  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Augustus  Coleman  Ensign  of  the  8th  Corny,  in  the 

1 6th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  3 1  st  August  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Roswell  Adams  Lieut,  of  the  1st  Lt.  Infy.  Corny,  in  the 

17th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  17th  August  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Salmon  Ensign  Ensign  of  the  1st  Lt.  Infy.  Corny,  in  the 

17th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  17th  August  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Stephen  Russel  Captain  of  the  1st  Lt.  [Infy.]  Corny. 

in  the  17th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  3 1st  May  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Daniel  Keeler  Lieut,  of  the  1st  Corny,  in  the  17th 

Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  31st  May  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Heman  Osborn  Ensign  of  the  1st  Corny,  in  the  17th 

Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  31st  May  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Stephen  Case  Lieut,  of  the  3d  Corny,  in  the  17th 

Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  1st  October  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Linus  Moses,  Ensign  of  the  3d  Corny,  in  the  17th 

Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  1st  October  1816. 
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This  Assembly  do  establish  Baxton  [Barton?]  D.  Kimball,  Ensign  of  the  2d 

Corny,  in  the  18th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  31st 

August  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Reuben  Bishop  Lieut,  of  the  6th  Corny,  in  the  1 8th 

Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  3d  October  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Regal  Hartshorn  Ensign  of  the  6th  Corny,  in  the 

18th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  3d  October  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Guy  Hough  Captain  of  the  8th  Corny,  in  the  18th 

Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  6th  September  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  William  Kelly  Lieutent.  of  the  8th  Corny,  in  the  1 8th 

Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  6th  September  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  William  L.  Crocker  Ensign  of  the  8th  Corny,  in  the 

1 8th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  6th  September  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Elijah  Whiton  Capt.  of  the  3d  Lt.  Infy.  Corny,  in  the 

1 9th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  2d  September  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Jeduthan  Paulk,  Lieut,  of  the  3d  Lt.  Infy.  Corny,  in 

the  19th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State  to  take  rank  from  2d  Septemr.  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Alfred  Benton  Ensign  of  the  3d  Lt.  Infy.  Corny,  in  the 

19th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  2d  September  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Richard  Pease  Junr.  Ensign  of  the  3d  Corny,  in  the 

1 9th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  1 1  th  October  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Oliver  H.  King  Lieut,  of  the  7th  Corny,  in  the  19th 

Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  22d  October  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Curtis  Crane  Ensign  of  the  7th  Corny,  in  the  19th 

Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  22d  October  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Elizur  Abby,  Capt.  of  the  1st  Lt.  Infy.  Corny,  in  the 

19th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  20th  September  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Phillip  Sage  Ensign  of  the  1st  Lt.  Infy.  Corny,  in  the 

20th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  20th  September  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Jehiel  Annable  Ensign  of  the  1  st  Corny,  in  the  20th 

Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  22d  October  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Azariah  Smith  Lieut,  of  the  1st  Corny,  in  the  20th 

Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  22d  October  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  George  Clark  Capt.  of  the  2d  Corny,  in  the  20th 

Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  1 1th  October  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Sylvester  Munger  Lieut,  of  the  2d  Corny,  in  the 

20th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  1 1  th  October  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  George  Clark  Lieut,  of  the  2d  Corny,  in  the  20th 

Reget.  of  Militia  in  this  State,  to  take  Rank  from  28th  Aug.  1816 
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This  Assembly  do  establish  Sylvester  Munger  Ensign  of  the  2d  Corny,  in  the 

20th  Regt.  of  Militia,  to  take  rank  from  28th  Augt.  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Thomas  Ferry  Captain  of  the  5th  Company  in  the 

21st  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  3d  October  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Augustus  P.  Pease  Lieut,  of  the  5th  Corny,  in  the 

21st  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  3d  October  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Joseph  Gaylord  2d  Ensign  of  the  5th  Corny,  in  the 

21st  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  3d  October  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Daniel  Mills  Ensign  of  the  7th  Corny,  in  the  21st 

Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  1st  October  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Ransom  Scovill  Ensign  of  the  1st  Corny,  in  the  22d 

Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  5th  September  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Levi  Wooster  Captain  of  the  5th  Corny,  in  the  22d 

Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  4th  September  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Ashbel  Stephens  Lieut,  of  the  5th  Corny,  in  the  22d 

Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  4th  September  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Chester  Beebe  Ensign  of  the  5th  Corny,  in  the  22d 

Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  4th  September  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Gideon  M.  Hotchkiss,  Lieut,  of  the  6th  Corny,  in  the 

22d  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  3d  September  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Samuel  Castle  Ensign  of  the  6th  Corny,  in  the  22d 

Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  3d  September  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Gideon  M.  Hotchkiss  Captain  of  the  6th  Corny,  in 

the  22d  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  17th  Oct.  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Samuel  Castle  Lieut,  of  the  6th  Corny,  in  the  22d 

Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  17th  October  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Curtis  Hotchkiss  Ensign  of  the  6th  Corny,  in  the 

22d  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  17th  Oct.  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Nathan  Nettleton  Captain  of  the  7th  Corny,  in  the 

22d  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  3d  October  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Ailing  Thomas  Lieut,  of  the  7th  Corny,  in  the  22d 

Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  3d  Oct.  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Edmund  A.  Wooding  Ensign  of  the  7th  Corny,  in  the 

22d  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  3d  October  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Simeon  Allen  Junr.  Lieut,  of  the  1st  Corny,  in  the 

23d  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  1st  Oct.  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Stephen  Barrows  Jr.  Ensign  of  the  1st  Corny,  in  the 

23d  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  1st  Oct.  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Ezekiel  Chapman  Lieut,  of  the  8th  Corny,  in  the 

23d  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  9th  September  1816. 
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This  Assembly  do  establish  Abner  Whiton  Ensign  of  the  8th  Corny,  in  the  23d 

Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  9th  September  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Walter  Dauchy  Ensign  of  the  1  st  Corny,  in  the  24th 

Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  3d  September  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Ira  Betts  Lieut,  of  the  2d  Corny,  in  the  24th  Regi- 
ment of  Militia  in  this  State  to  take  rank  from  20th  September  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Joseph  Belden  Ensign  of  the  2d  Corny,  in  the  24th 

Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  20th  Septemr.  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Joseph  Hawley  Jr.  Capt.  of  the  3d  Corny,  in  the 

24th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  8th  Oct.  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Lemuel  Adams  Lieut,  of  the  3d  Corny,  in  the  24th 

Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  8th  Oct.  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Sturges  Fanton  Ensign  of  the  3d  Corny,  in  the  24th 

Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State  to  take  rank  from  8th  Oct.  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Ebenezer  Noyes  Ensign  of  the  5th  Corny,  in  the 

24th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  3d  Sep.  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Clark  Benedict  Ensign  of  the  6th  Corny,  in  the  24th 

Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  2d  Oct.  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Joseph  L.  Darling  Captain  of  the  7th  Corny,  in  the 

24th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  2d  Oct.  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Bradford  Winton  Lieut,  of  the  7th  Corny,  in  the 

24th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  2d  Oct.  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Thomas  Banks  Junr.  Ensign  of  the  7th  Corny,  in  the 

24th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  2d  October  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Asaph  Tuller,  Captain  of  the  1st  Corny,  in  the  1st 

Regiment  of  Cavalry  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  30th  August  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Joseph  Pinney  1  st  Lieut,  of  the  1  st  Corny,  in  the  1  st 

Regiment  of  Cavalry  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  30th  August  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Erastus  Graham  2d  Lieut,  of  the  1st  Corny,  in  the 

1  st  Regiment  of  Cavalry  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  30th  August  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Miles  Foote  Cornet  of  the  1st  Corny,  in  the  1st 

Regiment  of  Cavalry  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  30th  August  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  John  Collins  Captain  of  the  2d  Corny,  in  the  1st 

Regiment  of  Cavalry  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  29th  June  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Samuel  Belcher  1st  Lieut,  of  the  2d  Corny,  in  the 

1st  Regiment  of  Cavalry  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  29th  June  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Benoni  Stiles  Jr.  2d  Lieut,  of  the  2d  Corny,  in  the 

1  st  Regiment  of  Cavalry  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  29th  August  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Elijah  Alvord  Cornet  of  the  2d  Corny,  in  the  1st 

Regiment  of  Cavalry  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  29th  June  1816. 
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This  Assembly  do  establish  John  Lyon  2d  Lieut,  of  the  3d  Corny,  in  the  1st 

Regiment  of  Cavalry  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  24th  September  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Tolva  Brown  Cornet  of  the  3d  Corny,  in  the  1st 

Regiment  of  Cavalry  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  24th  Septemr.  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Jannah  B.  Phelps  2d  Lieut,  of  the  2d  Corny,  in  the 

3d  Regiment  of  Cavalry  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  30th  August  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Alpheus  Shumway  Captain  of  the  1st  Corny,  in  the 

4th  Regiment  of  Cavalry  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  22d  Oct.  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Daniel  Bacon  1  st  Lieut,  of  the  1  st  Corny,  in  the  4th 

Regiment  of  Cavalry  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  22d  October  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Noadiah  Rockwell  2d  Lieut,  of  the  1st  Corny,  in  the 

4th  Regiment  of  Cavalry  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  22d  October  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Edward  Stow  Cornet  of  the  1st  Corny,  in  the  4th 

Regiment  of  Cavalry  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  22d  October  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Timothy  H.  Root  Capt.  of  the  3d  Corny,  in  the  4th 

Regiment  of  Cavalry  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  10th  August  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Sidney  Wadsworth  1st  Lieut,  of  the  3d  Corny,  in  the 

4th  Regiment  of  Cavalry  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  10th  August  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Noah  L.  Phelps  2d  Lieut,  of  the  3d  Corny,  in  the 

4th  Regiment  of  Cavalry  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  10th  August  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Selah  Hart,  Cornet  of  the  3d  Corny,  in  the  4th  Regi- 
ment of  Cavalry  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  10th  August  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Isaac  H.  Seelye  2d  Lieut,  of  the  2d  Corny,  in  the 

5th  Regiment  of  Cavalry  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  27th  Septemr.  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Elias  S.  Sanford  Cornet  of  the  2d  Corny,  in  the  5th 

Regiment  of  Cavalry  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  27th  September  1816. 

This  Assembly  do  establish  Henry  Dennis  Captain  of  the  1st  Corny,  in  the  1st 
Regiment  of  Light  Artillery  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  June  1 1th  1 8 16. 

This  Assembly  do  establish  Edward  B.  H.  Prince  1st  Lieut,  of  the  1st  Corny,  in  the 
1  st  Regiment  of  Light  Artillery  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  June  1 1  th  1 8 1 6. 

This  Assembly  do  establish  William  Lepard  2d  Lieut,  of  the  1st  Corny,  in  the  1st 
Regiment  of  Light  Artillery  in  this  State  to  take  rank  from  1 1th  June  1816. 

This  Assembly  do  establish  Joseph  Keeler  Capt.  of  the  6th  Corny,  in  the  1  st  Reg- 
iment of  Light  Artillery  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  24th  August  1816. 

This  Assembly  do  establish  Horace  A.  Gibbs  1st  Lieut,  of  the  6th  Corny,  in  the  1st 
Regiment  of  Light  Artillery  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  24th  August  1816. 

This  Assembly  do  establish  Samuel  B.  Skidmore  2d  Lieut,  of  the  6th  Corny,  in  the 
1  st  Regiment  of  Light  Artillery  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  24th  Augt.  1816. 
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This  Assembly  do  establish  Dudley  Clarke  2d  Lieut,  of  the  9th  Corny,  in  the  1  st 

Regiment  of  Light  Artillery  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  8th  Sepr.  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  John  L.  Tomlinson  Capt.  of  the  12th  Corny,  in  the  1  st 

Regiment  of  Light  Artillery  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  1 6th  Augt.  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Lyman  Smith  Jr.  1  st  Lieut,  of  the  1 2th  Corny,  in  the  1  st 

Regiment  of  Light  Artillery  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  16th  August  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Silas  Newcomb  2d  Lieut,  of  the  12th  Corny,  in  the  1st 

Regiment  of  Light  Artillery  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  1 6th  August  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  William  Jones  Capt.  of  the  3d  Corny,  in  the  2d 

Regiment  of  Light  Artillery  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  3 1  st  May  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Aaron  F.  Olmsted  1st  Lieut,  of  the  3d  Corny,  in  the 

2d  Regiment  of  Light  Artillery  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  3 1  st  May  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Chester  White,  2d  Lieut,  of  the  3d  Corny,  in  the  2d 

Regiment  of  Light  Artillery  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  3 1  st  May  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Josiah  Dean  Junr.  2d  Lieut,  of  the  4th  Corny,  in  the  2d 

Regiment  of  Light  Artillery  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  2 1  st  Septemr.  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Stowel  Lincoln  Captain  of  the  6th  Corny,  in  the  2d 

Regiment  of  Light  Artillery  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  4th  Oct.  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Francis  Barrows  1st  Lieut,  of  the  6th  Corny,  in  the 

2d  Regiment  of  Light  Artillery  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  4th  Oct.  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Henry  Manning  2d  Lieut,  of  the  6th  Corny,  in  the 

2d  Regiment  of  Light  Artillery  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  4th  Oct.  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Jabez  Ripley  Captain  of  the  9th  Corny,  in  the  2d 

Regiment  of  Light  Artillery  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  3 1  st  May  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Horace  Goodwin  2d  Lieut,  of  the  9th  Corny,  in  the 

2d  Regiment  of  Light  Artillery  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  3 1  st  May  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Horace  Goodwin  1st  Lieut,  of  the  9th  Corny,  in  the  2d 

Regiment  of  Light  Artillery  in  this  State  to  take  rank  from  28th  August  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Daniel  Colt  2d  Lieut,  of  the  9th  Corny,  in  the  2d 

Regiment  of  Light  Artillery  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  28th  Augt.  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  David  Norton  1st  Lieut,  of  the  10th  Corny,  in  the  2d 

Regiment  of  Light  Artillery  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  17th  Sepr.  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  George  McNary  Captain  of  the  12th  Corny,  in  the 

2d  Regiment  of  Light  Artillery  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  4th  July  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Erastus  Merrills  1st  Lieut,  of  the  12th  Corny,  in  the 

2d  Regiment  of  Light  Artillery  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  4th  July  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Alvin  Squires  2d  Lieut,  of  the  12th  Corny,  in  the  2d 

Regiment  of  Light  Artillery  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  4th  July  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Alvin  Squires  1st  Lieut,  of  the  12th  Corny,  in  the  2d 

Regiment  of  Light  Artillery  in  this  State  to  take  rank  from  27th  Augt.  1816. 
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This  Assembly  do  establish  Ira  Seymour  2d  Lieut,  of  the  12th  Corny,  in  the  2d 
Regiment  of  Light  Artillery  in  this  State  to  take  rank  from  27th  Augt.  1816. 

This  Assembly  do  establish  Samuel  Hawes  Jr.  2d  Lieut,  of  the  10th  Corny,  in  the 
2d  Regiment  of  Light  Artillery  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  1 8th  Oct.  1816. 

This  Assembly  do  establish  George  Kinney  Capt.  of  the  2d  Corny,  in  the  2d 

Regiment  of  Horse  Artillery  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  22d  May  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Henry  Hazen  1st  Lieut,  of  the  2d  Corny,  in  the  2d 

Regiment  of  Horse  Artillery  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  22d  May  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  John  A.  Prentice  2d  Lieut,  of  the  2d  Corny,  in  the  2d 

Regiment  of  Horse  Artillery  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  22d  May  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Jason  W.  Kingsley  3d  Lieut,  of  the  2d  Corny,  in  the 

2d  Regiment  of  Horse  Artillery  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  22d  May  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Thomas  C.  Coit  4th  Lieut,  of  the  2d  Corny,  in  the  2d 

Regiment  of  Horse  Artillery  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  22d  May  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Archibald  T.  Robinson  Cornet  of  the  2d  Corny,  in  the 

2d  Regiment  of  Horse  Artillery  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  22d  May  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Stanton  Hewitt  Jr.  3d  Lieut,  of  the  4th  Corny,  in  the  2d 

Regiment  of  Horse  Artillery  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  14th  Aug.  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Warren  Williams  4th  Lieut,  of  the  4th  Corny,  in  the  2d 

Regiment  of  Horse  Artillery  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  14th  Aug.  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  John  S.  Kasson  3d  Lieut,  of  the  1st  Corny,  of  the  3d 

Regiment  of  Horse  Artillery  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  1 8th  Oct.  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Joseph  Sherman  4th  Lieut,  of  the  1st  Corny,  in  the  3d 

Regiment  of  Horse  Artillery  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  18th  Oct.  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Samuel  C.  Curtis  Cornet  of  the  1st  Corny,  in  the  3d 

Regiment  of  Horse  Artillery  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  1 8th  Oct.  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Jessy  Lacy  1st  Lieut,  of  the  3d  Corny,  in  the  3d 

Regiment  of  Horse  Artillery  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  1 8th  Oct.  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Joel  Thorp  2d  Lieut,  of  the  3d  Corny,  in  the  3d 

Regiment  of  Horse  Artillery  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  18th  Oct.  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Thomas  Dimon  Lieut,  of  the  3d  Corny,  in  the  3d 

Regiment  of  Horse  Artillery  in  this  State  to  take  rank  from  1 8th  Oct.  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Hezekiah  S.  Bradley  4th  Lieut,  of  the  3d  Corny,  in  the 

3d  Regiment  of  Horse  Artillery  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  1 8th  Oct.  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  William  Sanford  Junr.  Cornet  of  the  3d  Corny,  in  the 

3d  Regiment  of  Horse  Artillery  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  1 8th  Oct.  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Samuel  Davenport,  Captain  of  the  4th  Corny,  in  the  3d 

Regiment  of  Horse  Artillery  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  24th  Sep.  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Asa  [?  ]  Reynolds  1st  Lieut,  of  the  4th  Corny,  in  the  3d 

Regiment  of  Horse  Artillery  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  24th  Sep.  1816. 
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This  Assembly  do  establish  Nathaniel  Waterbury  Junr.  2d  Lieut,  of  the  4th 
Corny,  in  the  3d  Regiment  of  Horse  Artillery  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from 
24th  Sept.  1816. 

This  Assembly  do  establish  Conklin  Husted  Cornet  of  the  4th  Corny,  in  the  3d 
Regiment  of  Horse  Artillery  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  24th  Sep.  1816. 

This  Assembly  do  establish  Jeremiah  K.  Post  Capt.  of  a  Company  of  Riflemen 
in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  14th  August  1816. 

This  Assembly  do  establish  David  Stevens,  Lieut,  of  a  Company  of  Riflemen 
in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  14th  August  1816. 

This  Assembly  do  establish  Josiah  Jones  Ensign  of  a  Company  of  Riflemen  in 
this  State,  to  take  rank  from  14th  August  1816. 

This  Assembly  do  establish  Alfred  Wilcox  Captain  of  a  Corny,  of  Riflemen  in 
this  State,  to  take  rank  from  14th  August  1816. 

This  Assembly  do  establish  Erastus  Strong  Lieutenant  of  a  Corny,  of  Riflemen 
in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  14th  August  1816. 

This  Assembly  do  establish  Edwin  Gaylord  Lieut,  of  a  Corny,  of  Riflemen  in 
this  State,  to  take  rank  from  25  May  1816. 

This  Assembly  do  establish  Edward  Lewis  Ensign  of  a  Company  of  Riflemen 
in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  14th  August  1816. 

This  Assembly  do  establish  Thomas  Bellows  Captain  of  a  Corny,  of  Riflemen 
in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  16th  August  1816. 

This  Assembly  do  establish  Ephraim  M.  Williams  Lieut,  of  a  Corny,  of  Rifle- 
men in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  16th  August  1816. 

This  Assembly  do  establish  William  H.  Avery  Ensign  of  a  Company  of  Rifle- 
men in  this  State  to  take  rank  from  16th  August  1816. 

This  Assembly  do  establish  John  Beers  Captain  of  a  Company  of  Riflemen  in 
this  State,  to  take  rank  from  31st  August  1816. 

This  Assembly  do  establish  Abel  S.  Hawley  Lieut,  of  a  Company  of  Riflemen 
in  this  State  to  take  rank  from  31st  August  1816. 

This  Assembly  do  establish  Henry  Nicolls  Ensign  of  a  Company  of  Riflemen 
in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  31st  August  1816. 

This  Assembly  do  establish  Peter  Grosvenor  Captain  of  a  Company  of  Rifle- 
men in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  14th  September  1816. 

This  Assembly  do  establish  Benjamin  C.  Simmons  Lieutenant  of  a  Corny,  of 
Riflemen  in  this  State  to  take  rank  from  14th  September  1816. 

This  Assembly  do  establish  Joseph  P.  Barrett  Ensign  of  a  Company  of  Rifle- 
men in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  14th  September  1816. 

This  Assembly  do  establish  Theodore  Smith  Captain  of  a  Company  of  Rifle- 
men in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  14th  September  1816. 
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This  Assembly  do  establish  Samuel  Meigs  Lieutenant  of  a  Company  of  Rifle- 
men in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  14th  September  1816. 

This  Assembly  do  establish  Russel  Wooster  Ensign  of  a  Company  of  Riflemen 
in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  14th  September  1816. 

This  Assembly  do  establish  John  Turner  Captain  of  a  Corny,  of  Riflemen  in 
this  State,  to  take  rank  from  16th  September  1816. 

This  Assembly  do  establish  Nathaniel  Hammond  Lieut,  of  a  Corny,  of  Rifle- 
men in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  16th  September  1816. 

This  Assembly  do  establish  Elijah  Woodward  Ensign  of  a  Corny,  of  Riflemen 
in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  16th  September  1816. 

This  Assembly  do  establish  Aaron  Washburn  Ensign  of  a  Corny,  of  Riflemen 
in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  16th  September  1816. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Levi  Lusk  Esquire,  Major  General  of  the  First  Divi- 
sion of  Militia  in  this  State. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Russel  C.  Abernethy  Esquire,  Brigadier  General  of 
the  sixth  Brigade  of  Militia  in  this  State. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  James  Loomis  Esquire  Colonel  of  the  first  Regi- 
ment of  Militia  in  this  State. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  David  Abbe  Lieutenant  Colonel  of  the  1st  Regiment 
of  Militia  in  this  State. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  William  Fenn  Esquire,  Colonel  of  the  2d  Regiment 
of  Militia  in  this  State. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Elisha  Punderson  Esquire,  Lieutent.  Coll.  of  the  2d 
Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  William  Moore  4th  Colonel  of  the  3d  Regiment  of 
Militia  in  this  State. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Increase  Wilson  Esquire,  Lieutent.  Coll.  of  the  3d 
Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Samuel  C.  Selden  Esquire,  Major  of  the  3d  Regi- 
ment of  Militia  in  this  State. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Gurshom  Burr  Esquire  Colonel  of  the  4th  Regiment 
of  Militia  in  this  State. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Lewis  Fairchild  Junr.  Esqr.  Lieut.  Coll.  of  the  4th 
Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  David  Young  Esquire,  Colonel  of  the  5th  Regiment 
of  Militia  in  this  State. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Martin  Kellogg  Junr.  Esquire,  Colonel  of  the  6th 
Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State,  lol 
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This  Assembly  do  appoint  Josiah  Sage  Esquire  Lieut.  Coll.  of  the  6th  Regi- 
ment of  Militia  in  this  State. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  John  Brainerd  2d  Esquire  Colonel  of  the  7th  Regi- 
ment of  Militia  in  this  State. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Joseph  Shipman  2d  Esq.  Lieut.  Coll.  of  the  7th  Reg- 
iment of  Militia  in  this  State. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Nathan  Wheeler  Esquire,  Colonel  of  the  8th  Regi- 
ment of  Militia  in  this  State. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Nathan  Pendleton  Esqr.  Lieut.  Coll.  of  the  8th  Regi- 
ment of  Militia  in  this  State. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Ebenezer  Mead  Jr.  Esqr.  Colonel  of  the  9th  Regi- 
ment of  Militia  in  this  State. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Charles  Hanford  [Stanford?]  Esquire,  Lieut.  Coll. 
of  the  9th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Jeremiah  Parmele  Esqr.  Colonel  of  the  10th  Regi- 
ment of  Militia  in  this  State. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  William  Marks  Esqr.  Lieut.  Coll.  of  the  10th  Regi- 
ment of  Militia  in  this  State. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Jonathan  May  Esqr.  Colonel  of  the  1 1th  Regiment 
of  Militia  in  this  State. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Samuel  Crawford  Junr.  Esqr.  Lieut.  Coll.  of  the  1 1th 
Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Solomon  Sikes  Esquire,  Major  of  the  11th  Regi- 
ment of  Militia  in  this  State 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  William  French  Esquire  Colonel  of  the  12th  Regi- 
ment of  Militia  in  this  State. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Noble  Day  Esqr.  Lieutenant  Colonel  of  the  12th 
Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Philo  Mills  Esquire  Colonel  of  the  13th  Regiment  of 
Militia  in  this  State. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  John  H.  Pierce  Esquire  Lieutent.  Coll.  of  the  13th 
Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  George  Cowles  Esquire,  Colonel  of  the  14th  Regi- 
ment of  Militia  in  this  State. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Moses  Goodman  Jr.,  Esq.  Lieut.  Coll.  of  the  14th 
Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Elias  Starr  Esquire  Colonel  of  the  1 5th  Regiment  of 
Militia  in  this  State. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Noah  S.  Barnum  Esquire  Lieut.  Coll.  of  the  15th 
Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State. 
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This  Assembly  do  appoint  Morris  Woodruff  Esquire,  Colonel  of  the  16th  Regi- 
ment of  Militia  in  this  State. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Uriel  Tuttle  Esquire,  Lieut.  Colonel  of  the  1 6th  Reg- 
iment of  Militia  in  this  State. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  William  Beebe  Esquire,  Major  of  the  16th  Regi- 
ment of  Militia  in  this  State. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Arnold  P.  Humphry  Esquire,  Colonel  of  the  17th 
Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Jesse  P.  Holcomb  Esquire,  Lieut.  Coll.  of  the  17 
Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Stephen  B.  Allen  Esquire,  Colonel  of  the  18th  Regi- 
ment of  Militia  in  this  State. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  James  Clark  2d  Esqr.  Lieut.  Colonel  of  the  18th 
Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Amariah  Kibbe  Junr.  Esquire,  Colonel  of  the  19th 
Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Jabez  King  Esquire  Lieut.  Coll.  of  the  19th  Regi- 
ment of  Militia  in  this  State. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Jeremiah  Taylor  Esquire,  Colonel  of  the  20th  Regi- 
ment of  Militia  in  this  State. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Guy  Bigelow  Esqr.  Lieut.  Coll.  of  the  20th  Regi- 
ment of  Militia  in  this  State. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Nathaniel  Hay  den  Esqr.  Colonel  of  the  21st  Regi- 
ment of  Militia  in  this  State. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Joseph  Bidwell  Esquire,  Lieut.  Coll.  of  the  21st 
Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Lemuel  Porter  Esquire,  Colonel  of  the  22d  Regi- 
ment of  Militia  in  this  State. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Samuel  Peck  Esquire,  Lieut.  Coll.  of  the  22d  Regi- 
ment of  Militia  in  this  State. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Thaddeus  Street,  Major  of  the  22d  Regiment  of  Mi- 
litia in  this  State. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Samuel  West  Jr.  Esq.  Colonel  of  the  23d  Regiment 
of  Militia  in  this  State. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Joseph  Merrick  2d  Esqr.  Lieut.  Coll.  of  the  23d  Reg- 
iment of  Militia  in  this  State. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Daniel  F.  Hibbard  Esqr.  Major  of  the  23d  Regiment 
of  Militia  in  this  State. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  William  Belden  Esqr.  Colonel  of  the  24th  Regiment 
of  Militia  in  this  State. 
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This  Assembly  do  appoint  Ezra  Benedict  Esquire,  Lieut.  Coll.  of  the  24th  Reg- 
iment of  Militia  in  this  State. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Benjamin  A.  Darling  Esq.  Major  of  the  24th  Regi- 
ment of  Militia  in  this  State. 

This  Assembly  do  establish  [i.e.,  appoint]  Peter  B.  Gleason  Esquire,  Colonel 

of  the  1st  Regiment  of  Cavalry  in  this  State. 
This  Assembly  do  appoint  Eleazer  Sweetland  Esq.  Colonel  of  the  2d  Regiment 

of  Cavalry  in  this  State. 
This  Assembly  do  appoint  Roger  Bailey  Esqr.  Major  of  the  2d  Regiment  of 

Cavalry  in  this  State. 
This  Assembly  do  appoint  Samuel  Foote  Esquire  Colonel  of  the  3d  Regiment 

of  Cavalry  in  this  State. 
This  Assembly  do  appoint  Martin  Cowles  Esqr.  Colonel  of  the  4th  Regiment  of 

Cavalry  in  this  State. 
This  Assembly  do  appoint  Daniel  R.  [i.e.,  B.]  Brinsmade  Esqr.  Colonel  of  the 

5th  Regiment  of  Cavalry  in  this  State. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  George  W.  Jewett  Esquire,  Colonel  of  the  1st  Regi- 
ment of  Light  Artillery  in  this  State. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Amaziah  Bray  Esqr.  Lieut.  Coll.  of  the  1st  Regi- 
ment of  Light  Artillery  in  this  State 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Nathan  Johnson  Esqr.  Coll.  of  the  2d  Regiment  of 
Light  Artillery  in  this  State. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  John  Fitch  Esqr.  Lieut.  Colonel  of  the  2d  Regiment 
of  Light  Artillery  in  this  State. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  George  Hoadley  Esquire  Colonel  of  the  1st  Regi- 
ment of  Horse  Artillery  in  this  State. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Thaddeus  Harrison  Esq.  Lieut.  Coll.  of  the  1st  Regi- 
ment of  Horse  Artillery  in  this  State. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Nathan  Frink  Esqr.  Colonel  of  the  2d  Regiment  of 
Horse  Artillery  in  this  State. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Stephen  L.  Avery  Esqr.  Lieut.  Coll.  of  the  2d  Regi- 
ment of  Horse  Artillery  in  this  State. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Henry  F.  Lamb  Esquire,  Major  of  the  2d  Regiment 
of  Horse  Artillery  in  this  State. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Abel  Hall  Esquire,  Colonel  of  the  3d  Regiment  of 
Horse  Artillery  in  this  State. 
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This  Assembly  do  appoint  James  Winton  Esquire  Lieut.  Coll.  of  the  3d  Regi- 
ment of  Horse  Artillery  in  this  State. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Joseph  W.  Gorham  Esquire,  Major  of  the  3d  Regi- 
ment of  Horse  Artillery  in  this  State. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Edward  Wolcott  Esquire  Colonel  of  the  1st  Regi- 
ment of  Riflemen  in  this  State. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Enos  H.  Buel  Esqr.  Lieut.  Col.  of  the  1st  Regiment 
in  the  Rifle  Corps  in  this  State. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Elkanah  C.  Eaton  Esqr.  a  Major  of  the  1st  Regiment 
in  this  Rifle  Corps  in  this  State. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  John  Buckingham  Esqr.  Colonel  of  the  2d  Regiment 
in  the  Rifle  Corps  in  this  State. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Lemuel  G.  Storrs  Esqr.  Lieut.  Colonel  of  the  2d 
Regiment  in  the  Rifle  Corps  in  this  State. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  John  H.  Wells  Esquire,  a  Major  of  the  2d  Regiment 
in  the  Rifle  Corps  in  this  State. 

An  Act  to  enlarge  the  powers  of  Justices  of  the  Peace.9  [Stat.  Conn.,  II,  267] 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governour  and  Council  and  House  of  Representatives 
in  General  Court  assembled,  That  Justices  of  the  Peace  shall  have  power  to 
issue  writs  of  attachment,  summons  and  subpoena  returnable  to  any  court  to  be 
holden  in  either  of  the  counties  adjoining  that  in  which  theyRespectively 
dwell;  any  law  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

General  Assembly,  October  Session  1816. 

Charles  Denison,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
Attest.  Thomas  Day,  Secretary.  John  Cotton  Smith,  Governour. 


9.  In  an  act  passed  in  October  1804,  justices  of  the  peace  were  given  power  to  issue  writs  of 
attachment,  summonses  and  subpoenas  "into  either  of  the  counties  adjoining  those  in  which  they 
respectively  dwell,  in  all  cases  where  the  writs  are  returnable  to  any  court,  to  be  holden  within  the 
county  in  which  the  justice  issuing  the  same  dwells."  Stat.  Conn.,  1808,  p.  425.  The  present  act  was 
probably  intended  to  clarify  ambiguities  in  that  language  about  the  extent  of  the  justices' jurisdiction. 
A  bill  to  extend  their  power  throughout  the  state  was  rejected  at  the  present  session,  as  was  a  measure 
relating  to  the  fees  of  superior  and  county  court  clerks:  Rejected  Bills,  1815-17,  Box  4, 1 8 16,  folder  8, 
doc.  93;  folder  10,  doc.  130. 
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An  Act  in  alteration  of  an  Act  entitled  An  Act  in  addition  to,  and  alteration 
of  an  Act,  entitled  an  Act  for  Regulating  Ferries.10  [Stat.  Conn.,  II,  267] 

Sec.  1 .  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governour  and  Council  and  House  of  Represen- 
tatives in  General  Court  assembled,  That  the  fare  of  East  Haddam  Ferry  and 
Chapmans  Ferry  shall  be  as  follows,  any  law,  usage  or  custom  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding;  For  each  man,  horse,  and  Load,  eight  cents;  For  each  foot- 
man, three  cents;  For  each  Led  Horse,  five  cents;  for  each  ox  or  other  neat  kine, 
eight  cents;  for  each  sheep,  swine  or  goat  one  cent,  and  the  fare  for  every  two 
wheeled  carriage  drawn  by  one  Horse,  sixteen  cents;  and  the  fare  for  every  four 
wheeled  carriage  drawn  by  one  Horse,  sixteen  cents. 

Sec.  2d.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  act  in  alteration  of  an  act  entitled  "an 
Act,  in  addition  to,  and  alteration  of  an  Act,  entitled  an  act,  for  Regulating 
Ferries"  passed  May  Session  1812,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  Repealed. 

General  Assembly,  October  Session,  1816. 

Charles  Denison,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
Attest.  Thomas  Day,  Secretary.  John  Cotton  Smith  Governour. 

An  Act  regulating  Fees  in  certain  cases  and  for  other  purposes.11  [Stat. 
Conn.,  II,  268-71] 

Sec.  1 .  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governour  and  Council  and  House  of  Represen- 
tatives in  General  Court  assembled,  That  the  Fees  allowed  to  sheriffs, 
constables  and  other  persons,  for  the  service  of  writs  and  processes,  and  for 
other  services,  in  cases  hereinafter  specified,  shall  be  as  follows,  viz.  For  each 
mile  travel  Five  cents,  to  be  computed  from  the  place  of  the  officers  abode,  to 
the  place  of  service,  and  from  thence  to  the  place  of  return;  also  for  travel 
across  any  Toll  Bridge  or  ferry  actually  passed,  in  making  the  service  of  a  writ 
or  Execution  the  sum  by  law  payable  at  such  Bridge  or  Ferry,  for  man  and 


10.  The  basic  title  on  ferries  is  in  Stat.  Conn.,  1808,  pp.  314—21;  for  the  revised  fares  established 
in  October  1 800  for  the  two  ferries,  see  ibid.,  p.  323;  the  Assembly  had  further  revised  the  fares  on 
Chapman's  Ferry  in  May  1813:  S.R.,  XVI,  215-16.  For  the  May  1812  act,  relating  to  the  Middletown- 
Chatham  ferry,  repealed  in  the  second  section  of  the  present  act,  see  ibid.,  pp.  41^42,  41n. 

1 1.  This  act  repeated  many  of  the  provisions  of  one  passed  in  October  1815,  which  was  set  to 
expire  at  the  end  of  the  current  session;  the  sixth  section  of  the  1815  act  was  omitted,  however,  and 
sections  7-9  below  were  new:  see  S.R.,  XVII,  43 1-34, 43  l-32n,  which  also  contains  references  for 
the  acts  repealed  in  the  final  section.  In  the  bill  the  House  struck  out  a  proviso  at  the  end  of  the  third 
section:  "Provided  however  that  no  officer  shall  be  entitled  to  said  commissions  for  levying  on  and 
taking  a  receipt  for  property,  if  the  execution  be  not  paid  within  thirty  days  from  the  time  of  taking 
such  receipt."  The  House  also  deleted  the  word  "five"  after  "twenty"  in  the  fifth  section.  The 
Council  concurred  in  these  changes.  Archives,  Civil  Officers,  Ser.  2,  XXIV,  46. 
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Horse,  if  actually  paid  on  the  service  or  Return  of  such  writ  or  Execution,  but 
not  any  sum  for  passing  a  Turnpike  gate. 

For  serving  every  summons  by  Reading  9  cts. 

For  by  copy  12. 

For  attachment  by  Read- 

ing or  copy  12. 

For  taking  Bail  and  Bail  Bond  on  each 
writ  of  attachment,  if  Returnable 
before  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  34. 

If  Returnable  to  the  city  or  county  court, 
and  the  demand  therein  be  Five  Hun- 
dred Dollars  or  under  50. 

If  the  demand  be  more  than  Five  Hun- 
dred dollars  1.  .  .[Dollar] 
And  in  all  cases  except  in  writs  and  declarations  on  promissory  note  and  Book 
debt,  according  to  the  forms  prescribed  by  statute,  when  necessarily  served  by 
copy,  and  the  copy  exclusive  of  the  indorsment  shall  make  a  page  of  twenty 
eight  Lines,  ten  words  in  a  Line  for  each  copy  0.25  cts. 
And  for  each  indorsment  of  service  that  shall  make  fourteen  lines,  ten  words  in 
aline  AlVi 
And  for  every  additional  page  or  part  of  a  page  of  such  copy  or  indorsement  at 
the  same  rate;  and  for  a  copy  of  the  indorsement  when  necessary  to  be  made, 
and  it  shall  make  half  a  page  as  aforesaid  or  more,  at  the  same  rate. 

Sec.  2d.  Be  it  further  enacted  that  in  all  cases  in  which  any  claim  shall  be  make 
for  any  compensation  to  any  person  on  the  service  of  an  attachment  or  Execution, 
for  time  and  Expences,  in  keeping,  securing  or  Removing  property  taken  thereon, 
the  person  who  served  such  attachment  or  Execution  shall  make  out  his  Bill  on  the 
same  for  such  compensation,  specifying  the  items  therein  viz.  the  Labour  done 
and  by  whom,  the  time  spent,  and  how  long,  the  money  paid  (if  any)  and  to  whom, 
and  for  what;  and  in  case  of  attachment,  the  court  in  which  the  Bill  of  cost  shall  fi- 
nally be  taxed,  may  on  consideration,  allow  therefor  such  sum  as  is  just  and 
Reasonable  and  the  same  shall  be  added  to  and  taxed  with  the  cost  in  the  action. 

Sec.  3d.  Be  it  further  enacted  That  for  levying  and  collecting  every  execu- 
tion, when  the  money  is  actually  collected  and  paid  over,  or  where  the  debt  is 
secured  and  satisfied  by  the  officer  to  the  acceptance  of  the  creditor,  where  the 
amount  of  the  Execution  does  not  exceed  three  dollars  and  thirty  four  cents,  the 
officer  collecting  the  same  shall  be  allowed  seventeen  cents,  and  two  cents  on 
each  dollar  on  the  amount  of  the  Execution  that  exceeds  that  sum;  and  where 
the  Execution  is  levied  on  the  Body  of  the  debtor  and  he  is  committed  to  gaol, 
one  cent  on  the  dollar  on  the  amount  of  the  Execution  shall  be  allowed  to  the 
officer  and  no  more;  any  law,  usage  or  custom  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 
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Sec.  4.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  a  sheriff,  deputy  sheriff  or  constable  shall 
be  allowed  the  sum  of  sixty  seven  cents  for  attending  the  trial  of  an  action 
before  a  justices  court,  when  he  shall  attend,  and  the  same  is  necessary;  a  sher- 
iff for  attending  the  General  Assembly,  Superior  or  County  Court  for  each  day 
he  shall  actually  attend,  the  sum  of  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents  in  the  full  of  all 
services  and  Expences[;]  a  deputy  sheriff  or  constable,  for  the  like  services,  the 
sum  of  two  dollars;  the  several  sheriffs  in  this  State  for  distributing  the  public 
Laws  and  proclamations,  and  for  their  actual  attendance  on  the  General  As- 
sembly at  Election,  each  the  sum  of  twelve  dollars. 

Sec.  5.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  sheriffs  and  constables  for  committing 
any  person  to  gaol  on  mesne  or  final  process,  shall  be  allowed  twenty  cents  per 
mile  for  travel  from  the  place  of  arrest  to  the  gaol,  in  lieu  of  all  other  Expences. 

Sec.  6.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  no  sheriff,  constable  or  other  officer  shall 
add  or  make  any  other  items  of  Fees,  not  specified  in  this  act,  for  the  service  or 
Return  of  any  civil  process  whatever,  nor  for  any  other  purpose  in  civil  cases, 
but  shall  be  wholly  confined  to  the  Fees  in  this  act  specified. 

Sec.  7.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  whenever  a  sheriff,  deputy  sheriff  or  con- 
stable, shall  have  Received  the  money  on  any  Execution  in  his  hands  for 
collection,  and  the  same  shall  have  been  demanded  of  him  by  any  person  author- 
ised to  Receive  the  same  and  such  officer  shall  neglect  or  Refuse  to  pay  the  same 
on  such  demand,  he  shall  pay,  and  the  person  entitled  to  the  money  shall  have  a 
Right  to  Recover  and  Receive  of  such  officer,  two  per  cent  a  month,  on  the  amount 
Received,  from  the  time  of  such  demand,  until  the  same  shall  be  paid. 

Sec.  8.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  every  sheriff  shall  have  a  Right  to  demand 
and  Receive  of  every  deputy  appointed,  or  to  be  appointed,  for  the  hazard  and 
Risk  of  such  appointment,  a  sum  not  exceeding  Forty  dollars  annually,  and  in 
the  same  proportion  for  any  less  term  than  one  year;  which  sum  shall  be  in  full 
for  all  claims  and  demands  on  such  deputy  for  and  on  account  of  such  appoint- 
ment, except  when  the  sheriff  may  be  sued  on  account  of  the  default  of  such 
deputy,  in  which  case,  the  sheriff  shall  have  a  Right  to  demand  and  Receive  on 
the  Bond  of  such  deputy  the  sum  of  seven  dollars  in  addition  to  such  sum  or 
sums  which  may  be  Recovered  of  the  sheriff,  or  which  he  may  have  to  pay  on 
account  of  the  default  of  such  deputy.  And  no  sheriff  shall,  directly  or  indi- 
rectly take  or  Receive  of  any  gaoler  any  sum  whatever  as  Fee  or  Reward  for  his 
appointment,  or  for  continuing  him,  in  office.  And  no  sheriff  shall,  directly  or 
indirectly  take  or  receive  any  other  or  greater  compensation  from  any  deputy 
by  him  appointed  than  what  is  provided  for  in  this  act.  And  if  any  sheriff  shall 
contrary  to  the  provisions  of  this  act,  demand  take  or  Receive  any  sum,  or  other 
compensation  of  any  gaoler  or  deputy  sheriff,  on  such  fact  being  made  to 
appear  before  any  county  or  Superior  Court,  such  sheriff  shall  forever  thereaf- 
ter be  incapable  of  holding  the  office  of  sheriff  in  this  State. 
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Sec.  9th.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  upon  complaint  made  to  the  Governour 
and  Council,  it  shall  appear  that  any  sheriff  illegally  detains  after  demand,  any 
money  by  him  collected  on  any  execution;  or  that  any  sheriff,  without  any  just  or 
legal  cause,  neglects  or  refuses  to  satisfy  any  Execution,  issued  against  him 
within  the  life  thereof,  such  sheriff  shall  be  declared  incapable  of  any  longer 
holding  the  office  of  sheriff  in  this  State,  and  shall  be  Removed  accordingly. 

Sec.  10.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  Act,  entitled  "An  Act  for  Regulating 
Fees  in  certain  cases,"  and  also  "An  Act  to  Regulate  the  office  of  sheriff' 
passed  in  May  1815,  and  also  that  part  of  the  Act  entitled  "An  Act  for  Regu- 
lating salaries  and  fees"  so  far  as  Regards  the  sheriffs  and  constables  fees  on 
civil  process,  and  also  "An  Act  in  addition  to  an  Act  entitled  An  Act  in  alter- 
ation of  An  Act  entitled  An  Act  Regulating  salaries  and  Fees"  passed  in  May 
1808  be  and  the  same  are  hereby  Repealed. 

General  Assembly  October  Session  1816. 

Charles  Denison,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
Attest.  Thomas  Day,  Secretary.  John  Cotton  Smith  Governour. 

An  Act  in  addition  to  An  Act  appointing,  Regulating  and  encouraging 
schools.12  [Stat.  Conn.,  II,  271] 

Sec.  1 .  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governour  and  Council  and  House  of  Represen- 
tatives in  General  Court  assembled,  That  whenever  the  Expence  of  keeping  a 
school  in  any  district  by  an  instructor  approved  according  to  Law,  shall  exceed 
the  amount  of  all  the  public  money  appropriated  by  Law  to  defray  the  expence 
of  such  school,  the  committee  in  such  district  for  the  time  being,  with  such 
other  person  or  persons  as  the  said  district,  at  a  legal  meeting  warned  and  held 
for  that  purpose,  may  appoint,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  constituted  a  Board  to 
examine,  adjust  and  allow  all  Bills  of  Expence  accruing  for  the  support  of 
schools  in  said  district,  and  apportion  such  deficiency  among  the  proprietors  of 
said  school,  according  to  the  number  of  days  that  any  person  or  persons  may 
have  sent  any  scholar  or  scholars  to  said  school. 

Sec.  2.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  any  assistant  or  jus- 
tice of  the  peace  living  within  the  town  wherein  such  school  shall  have  been 
kept  as  aforesaid,  to  grant  a  warrant  directed  to  the  collector  of  school  taxes  in 
such  district,  in  the  same  manner  as  is  by  law  provided  for  in  the  collection  of 
town  and  society  taxes. 

General  Assembly,  October  Session  1816. 

Charles  Denison,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
Attest.  Thomas  Day,  Secretary.  John  Cotton  Smith,  Governour. 


12.  For  the  basic  title  and  other  laws  relating  to  schools,  see  Stat.  Conn.,  1808,  pp.  581-89. 
Schools  were  supported  by  a  combination  of  local  taxes  and  state  funds;  by  law,  instructors  were 
appointed  and  approved  by  the  local  school  society  and  its  "visitors"  or  overseers. 
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An  Act  in  addition  to,  and  alteration  of  an  Act,  entitled  An  Act  for  the 
direction  of  Listers  in  their  office  and  duty.13  [Stat.  Conn.y  II,  272] 
Be  it  enacted  by  the  Govemour  and  Council  and  House  of  Representatives 
in  General  Court  assembled,  That  the  civil  authority  and  selectmen  in  the  sev- 
eral towns  in  this  State,  shall  meet  on  the  First  Monday  in  February  in  each 
year,  for  the  purpose  of  granting  such  relief  as  is  provided  in  the  Fourth  section 
of  the  act  to  which  this  is  in  addition,  and  not  less  than  five  justices  of  the  Peace 
and  two  selectmen,  or  a  majority  of  the  civil  authority  and  selectmen  in  each 
town,  legally  qualified  to  judge,  shall  constitute  a  Board  to  grant  Relief,  and 
may  adjourn  from  time  to  time  during  said  month,  and  no  such  Relief  shall  be 
granted  but  on  application  to  said  Board  at  such  meeting,  and  notice  given  to 
two  Listers  according  to  said  Fourth  section.  And  Be  it  further  enacted,  that  so 
much  of  said  fourth  section  as  authorises  two  justices  of  the  Peace  and  three  se- 
lectmen to  grant  such  Relief  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  Repealed. 

General  Assembly,  October  Session  1816. 

Charles  Denison,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
Attest.  Thomas  Day,  Secretary.  John  Cotton  Smith,  Governour. 

An  Act  in  addition  to  an  Act,  entitled  An  Act  providing  for  the  settlement 
of  the  estates  of  deceased  persons,  in  certain  cases  therein  specified.14 
[Stat.  Conn.,  II,  272-73] 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governour  and  Council  and  House  of  Representatives 
in  General  Court  assembled,  That  if  any  person,  while  acting  as  Executor  or 
administrator  in  any  court  of  Probate,  shall  become  judge  of  said  court,  or  if  the 
judge  of  Probate  in  any  district  shall  be  interested  as  heir  at  Law  in  any  Estate, 
to  be  settled  in  such  district  such  judge  shall  be  disqualified  to  act;  and  in  all 


13.  The  fourth  section  of  the  basic  title  on  listers,  altered  here,  can  be  found  in  Stat.  Conn., 
1808,  p.  464;  it  provided  relief  to  persons  who  had  been  "overcharged  in  the  list."  The  present  act 
changed  the  number  of  justices  required  from  "two  or  more"  to  "not  less  than  five"  and  the  number 
of  selectmen  from  three  to  two. 

14.  For  the  May  181 1  act  to  which  this  is  an  addition,  see  S.R.,  XV,  187. 
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such  cases  estates  to  be  settled  shall  be  proceeded  with  and  settled  by  the 
judge,  and  in  the  mode  prescribed  by  the  act  to  which  this  [is]  in  addition,  in  the 
cases  therein  specified.  And  if  any  claim  on  an  insolvent  estate,  is  to  be  Re- 
ceived in  any  Probate  district  and  the  Judge  therein  shall  be  Related  to  any 
person  interested  in  such  estate  in  so  near  a  degree  as  is  specified  in  said  act, 
such  claim  shall  be  heard  and  decided  by  the  Judge  of  Probate  in  an  adjoining 
district,  who  may  by  law  act,  and  who  Resides  nearest  to  the  Residence  of  the 
judge  so  disqualified  and  two  justices  of  the  Peace,  one  of  whom  shall  be  of  the 
quorum  in  the  county,  and  their  judgment  on  such  claim  shall  be  final  and  Re- 
corded in  the  Records  of  the  Probate  district,  wherein  such  estate  is  settled;  and 
the  Judge  of  Probate  in  such  district  shall  conform  to  such  judgment  in  further 
proceeding  upon  such  estate. 

General  Assembly  October  Session,  1816. 

Charles  Denison,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
Attest.  Thomas  Day,  Secretary.  John  Cotton  Smith,  Governour. 

An  Act  to  Repeal  an  Act  entitled  An  Act  in  further  addition  to  an  Act  for 
encouraging  and  Regulating  Fisheries,  passed  in  May  1810.15  [Stat. 
Conn.,  II,  273] 
Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governour  and  Council  and  House  of  Representatives 

in  General  Court  assembled,  That  an  Act  entitled  "An  Act  in  further  addition  to 

an  Act  for  encouraging  and  Regulating  Fisheries"  passed  in  May  1810  be,  and 

the  same  is  hereby  Repealed. 

General  Assembly,  October  Session  1816. 

Charles  Denison,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
Attest.  Thomas  Day,  Secretary.  John  Cotton  Smith,  Governour. 


15.  For  the  May  1810  act  repealed  here,  dealing  with  fisheries  in  the  Quinebaug  and  Shetucket 
Rivers,  see  S.R.,  XV,  43,  43n. 
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An  Act  relative  to  Bank  Notes  and  the  circulation  thereof  in  this  State.16 
[Stat.  Conn.,  II,  273-74] 

Sec.  1 .  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governour  and  Council  and  House  of  Represen- 
tatives in  General  Court  assembled,  That  no  Bank  incorporated  by  or  under  the 
authority  of  this  State  shall  issue  any  Bill  or  note  for  a  sum  less  than  one  dollar, 
and  that  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  March  A.D.  1817  each  person  passing 
any  Bill  or  note  in  this  State,  issued  by  any  Bank  or  other  corporation  whatever, 
for  a  less  sum  than  one  dollar,  shall  forfeit  three  dollars  to  and  for  the  use  of  the 
person  prosecuting  for  the  same,  by  Bill,  plaint,  or  information. 

Sec.  2d.  And  Be  it  further  enacted,  that  it  shall  be  in  the  duty  of  all  informing 
officers  to  prosecute  to  effect  all  breaches  of  this  act,  and  in  such  cases  the  pen- 
alties incurred,  and  Recovered,  shall  be  to,  and  for  the  use  of  the  treasury  of  the 
town  where  prosecution  shall  be  had. 

Sec.  3d.  And  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  Act  entitled  "An  Act  authorising 
the  Banks  in  this  State  to  issue  Bills  of  a  less  denomination  than  one  dollar  and 
for  other  purposes"  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  Repealed. 

General  Assembly  October  Session  1816. 

Charles  Denison,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
Attest.  Thomas  Day,  Secretary.  John  Cotton  Smith,  Governour. 


16.  The  Assembly  had  passed  a  similar  restriction  on  bank  notes  in  1802;  an  October  1814  act, 
repealed  here,  had  lifted  that  restriction:  S.R.,  XVII,  171,  171n.  In  the  first  section,  the  Council 
substituted  three  dollars  for  one  dollar,  and  the  House  concurred  in  the  change.  The  editors  of  the 
Mercury  (Oct.  22,  1816)  lauded  this  act,  but  opined  that  it  should  have  gone  into  effect  immediately, 
rather  than  at  the  end  of  the  legislative  session,  "so  as  not  to  permit  the  Banks  any  longer  to  throw  upon 
the  public  this  unnecessary  trash,"  and  chided  the  banks  for  not  regulating  themselves.  The  Journal 
(Nov.  5,  1816)  also  praised  the  measure,  hoping  that  it  would  be  "the  means  of  hastening  the  period 
when  we  shall  again  have  specie  change."  During  this  session  the  Assembly  considered  two  other  bills, 
one  authorizing  banks  to  issue  notes  up  to  the  amount  of  one-third  of  their  stock  and  the  other  providing 
for  issuances  up  to  one-fourth  of  the  stock;  the  Council  dissented  to  the  first  bill  and  the  House  rejected 
the  second.  Archives,  Finance  and  Currency,  Ser.  2,  I,  32-34.  In  his  speech  opening  the  session,  Gov. 
Smith  called  attention  to  the  dangers  of  forged  bank  notes  and  asked  the  Assembly  to  consider  increased 
penalties,  but  on  October  25  the  legislators  endorsed  the  recommendation  of  a  committee  not  to  act  on  this 
matter  until  improvements  had  been  made  in  the  state's  prison  system,  particularly  the  new  state 
penitentiary  currently  under  consideration.  Courant,  Oct.  15,  1816;  Herald,  Oct.  29,  1816;  Archives, 
Crimes  and  Misdemeanors,  Ser.  2,  IV,  2;  S.R.,  XVII,  478, 478-79n;  above,  p.  77n. 
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An  Act  in  further  addition  to  and  alteration  of  an  Act  entitled  An  Act  for 
encouraging  and  Regulating  Fisheries.17  [Stat.  Conn.,  II,  274] 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governour  and  Council  and  House  of  Representatives 
in  General  Court  assembled,  That  the  penalty  for  a  Breach  of  the  seventh  Para- 
graph of  an  Act  for  encouraging  and  Regulating  Fisheries,  and  the  penalty  of 
the  first  paragraph  of  the  act  passed  in  October  1812,  for  Regulating  Fisheries 
in  Ousatonick  River,  shall  be  one  Hundred  dollars,  in  stead  of  Fourteen  Dol- 
lars. And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  state  attornies  in  the  counties  in  which 
breaches  of  this  Act  may  occur,  to  prosecute  the  same,  and  all  Forfeitures  in- 
curred by  Breaches  of  said  acts  shall  be  prosecuted  before  the  county  courts  in 
said  counties,  and  shall  belong  to  the  Treasury  of  this  State,  any  thing  in  said 
acts  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

General  Assembly,  October  Session  1816. 

Charles  Denison,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
Attest.  Thomas  Day,  Secretary.  John  Cotton  Smith,  Governour. 

An  Act  in  further  addition  to  the  Act  entitled  An  Act  concerning  Book 
Debts.18  [Stat.  Conn.,  II,  275] 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governour  and  Council  and  House  of  Representatives 
in  General  Court  assembled,  That  when  the  Defendant  in  any  action  of  Book 
debt,  shall  have  pleaded  any  plea,  under  which  it  shall  be  lawful  to  give  in  Evi- 
dence any  Book  account  in  favor  of  the  defendant  against  the  Plaintiff,  the 
court  may  on  motion  of  the  plaintiff,  made  in  Reasonable  time,  order  that  oyer 
shall  be  given  to  the  plaintiff  of  the  Book  of  the  defendant,  either  forthwith,  or 
within  such  time  as  the  court  may  prescribe. 

General  Assembly,  October  Session,  1816. 

Charles  Denison,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
Attest.  Thomas  Day,  Secretary.  John  Cotton  Smith,  Governour. 


17.  For  paragraph  7  of  the  basic  title  on  fisheries,  see  Stat.  Conn.,  1808,  p.  331;  the  act  of 
October  1812  can  be  found  in  S.R.,  XVI,  142.  Those  acts  established  regulations  and  penalties  for 
using  seines  in  the  river  during  certain  months  of  the  year,  and  divided  the  fines  and  forfeitures  in 
various  ways  between  informants,  and  town,  county,  and  state  treasuries. 

18.  For  the  basic  title,  see  Stat.  Conn.,  1808,  pp.  101-2.  The  Herald  (Oct.  22,  1816)  reported 
that  an  objection  had  been  made  in  the  Assembly  that  this  act  might  give  the  plaintiff  an  unfair 
advantage  in  some  parts  of  the  state.  However,  the  editors  opined  that 

The  general  practice  of  our  courts  ...  has  been  to  allow  the  defendant  to  call  for  the 
plaintiff's  book;  and  if  oyer  be  refused,  it  has  been  considered  a  strong  presumption 
against  him.  But  few  instances  have  occurred,  where  the  plaintiff  has  refused  to 
exhibit  his  original  entries.  No  court  of  justice  would  hesitate  to  non-suit  the  plaintiff, 
who,  upon  demanding  oyer  of  the  defendant's  book,  should  refuse  to  exhibit  his  own. 
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An  Act  in  addition  to  and  alteration  of  the  Act  for  forming  and  conducting 
the  Military  force  of  this  State.19  [Stat.  Conn.,  II,  275-77] 
Sec.  1 .  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governour  and  Council  and  House  of  Represen- 
tatives in  General  Court  assembled,  That  to  each  Regiment  consisting  of  two 
Battallions  there  shall  be  one  colonel;  to  each  Regiment  of  cavalry,  one  colonel 
and  one  Major;  to  each  Regiment  of  Infantry,  Riflemen  and  Horse  Artillery, 
one  Lieutenant  colonel,  and  one  Major;  to  each  Regiment  of  Light  Artillery, 
one  Lieutenant  colonel,  and  two  majors;  where  there  shall  be  only  one 
Battallion  it  shall  be  commanded  by  a  Major.  That  so  much  of  the  act  for  form- 
ing and  conducting  the  Military  force  of  this  State,  passed  in  October  1815,  as 
is  inconsistent  with  this  Act  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  Repealed. 

Sec.  2d.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of 
this  State,  within  one  week  after  the  Rising  of  the  General  Assembly,  to  make  a 
Return  to  the  Adjutant  General  of  all  such  general  or  Field  officers,  as  shall 
have  been  discharged,  or  appointed  at  such  session. 

Sec.  3d.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  courts  martial  for  the  trial  of  field  of- 
ficers of  the  Artillery,  cavalry  and  Rifle  corps,  shall  be  appointed  by  the 
Captain  General  of  this  State. 

Sec.  4th.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  whenever  any  Person  whose  name  has 
been  Returned  to  the  Military  Board  authorised  to  inflict  fines,  shall  claim  in 
writing  to  belong  to  any  Regiment  not  included  in  the  division  to  which  said 
Board  Belongs,  the  said  Board  shall  thereupon  Return  the  name  of  such  Person 
to  the  Captain  General,  or  to  such  Person  or  Persons  as  the  Captain  General 
shall  appoint,  for  the  purpose  of  Hearing  such  causes,  and  on  due  notice  being 
given  to  the  Person  Returned  as  delinquent,  and  to  the  officer  making  the 


19.  This  act  supplemented  the  militia  law  passed  in  October  1815:  S.R.,  XVII,  441-65,  441- 
42n;  for  the  act  of  May  1816  referenced  in  the  seventh  section,  see  above,  pp.  34,  34n.  At  the 
opening  of  the  present  session,  Gov.  Smith  reported  on  the  ongoing  reorganization  of  the  military 
under  the  1815  act,  praising  the  work  of  the  Assembly:  the  infantry,  cavalry,  and  artillery  had  been 
successfully  reorganized,  and  the  regiments  of  riflemen  would  soon  follow.  The  governor  stated 
that  some  further  actions  would  be  necessary,  particularly  relating  to  a  recent  act  of  Congress 
making  alterations  in  the  rank  and  commissions  of  field  officers.  The  Assembly  appointed  a 
committee  to  consider  the  matter,  which  undoubtedly  drafted  the  present  act.  The  House  added  the 
present  section  ten  to  the  bill;  in  the  sixth  section  it  added  the  words  "as  Brigade  Inspector"  and 
"who  shall  be  considered  .  .  .  date  of  his  commission."  The  Council  concurred  with  these  changes. 
Archives,  Militia,  Ser.  3,  II,  9-10.  A  writer  in  the  Courant  ("A.B.,"  Oct.  15,  1816)  echoed  the 
governor's  praise  for  the  militia  reorganization,  opining  that  "the  new  arrangement  is  as  well 
approved  by  democracts  as  federalists."  However,  the  editors  of  the  Mercury  (Nov.  5,  1816) 
dissented,  stating  that  the  new  organization  was  very  unpopular  and  partial  toward  the  established 
political  leadership  of  the  state  and  the  officer  corps;  they  also  observed  that  it  burdened  enlisted 
men  by  requiring  them  to  travel  long  distances  to  places  of  assembly  and  unfairly  required  service 
of  persons  who  were  disfranchised  because  of  their  poverty. 
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Return,  a  hearing  shall  be  had,  and  a  decision  made  thereon  shall  be  final;  and 
if  the  decision  shall  be  against  such  delinquent,  the  Board  making  such  deci- 
sion shall  impose  the  Fine  by  Law  provided,  and  issue  a  warrant  therefor,  in  the 
same  manner  as  is  Provided  for  issuing  warrants  for  fines  in  the  act  to  which 
this  is  in  addition  and  the  money  when  collected,  shall  be  paid  over,  and  appro- 
priated, as  other  Military  fines. 

Sec.  5th.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  each  company  shall  be  provided  with  a 
suitable  orderly  Book  for  Records;  and  the  commanders  of  the  companies  of 
Battallion  Infantry  shall  cause  the  names  of  all  Persons  between  the  age  of  six- 
teen and  Forty  five  years,  and  who  Reside  within  the  limits  of  their  Respective 
companies,  to  be  entered  in  said  Book,  except  the  names  of  such  persons  as 
belong  either  to  the  artillery,  cavalry,  Riflemen,  or  Flank  companies,  designat- 
ing therein  such  persons  as  are  liable  to  military  duty.  And  the  commanders  of 
the  companies  of  artillery,  cavalry,  Riflemen  and  Flank  companies,  shall  cause 
the  names  of  all  Persons  enlisted  into  their  Respective  companies,  to  be  en- 
rolled in  their  said  orderly  Book;  and  the  commanding  officer  of  each  company 
shall  cause  to  be  Recorded  all  delinquencies,  and  all  votes  and  proceedings  of 
such  company,  and  shall  cause  copies  of  any  part  of  said  Records  to  be  given, 
Reasonable  compensation  being  made  therefor.  And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
Adjutant  General  of  the  State  to  prescribe  the  Forms  of  keeping  such  Records; 
and  of  the  Brigade  Inspectors  annually  to  inspect  the  said  Books. 

Sec.  6.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  each  Brigadier  General  shall  appoint  a 
Brigade  inspector  to  serve  also  as  Brigade  major,  who  shall  be  commissioned 
as  Brigade  Inspector,  and  shall  have  the  Rank  of  Major,  and  who  shall  be  con- 
sidered in  the  line  of  promotion  as  captain,  from  the  date  of  his  commission; 
and  that  so  much  of  the  act  for  forming  and  conducting  the  Military  Force  of 
this  State  as  Requires  the  Brigade  Inspector  to  be  taken  from  the  line  of  cap- 
tain, be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  Repealed. 

Sec.  7.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  Field  officers  of  each  Regiment  of 
cavalry  and  Riflemen,  may  divide  and  allot  the  Regiment  under  their  command 
to  themselves,  by  companies,  with  the  same  powers  as  are  given  to  the  Field  of- 
ficers of  the  Regiments  of  artillery,  by  the  act  in  addition  to  the  act  for  forming 
and  conducting  the  Military  force  of  this  State,  passed  in  May  1816. 

Sec.  8.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  subpoena  for  summoning  witnesses 
before  a  court  martial  may  be  signed  by  the  officer  ordering  the  court,  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  court,  or  the  Judge  advocate  whose  duty  it  is  to  act  in  said  court. 

Sec.  9th.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  Captain  General  be,  and  he  is 
hereby  empowered  to  appoint  such  person  or  Persons  as  he  may  think  proper  in 
different  parts  of  the  State,  to  hear  and  determine  the  causes  Referred  to  in  the 
Fourth  section  of  this  act. 
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Sec.  10.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  commanding  officer  of  each  Regiment 
may  appoint  his  adjutant,  Paymaster  and  Quartermaster  from  the  line  of  those  who 
were  staff  officers  at  the  time  of  the  late  organization  of  the  Militia,  as  well  as  from 
the  line  of  subalterns,  any  law,  usage  or  custom  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

General  Assembly,  October  Session  1816. 

Charles  Denison  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
Attest.  Thomas  Day  Secy.  John  Cotton  Smith,  Governour. 

An  Act  in  addition  to  an  Act  for  the  inspection  of  Provisions  and  other  ar- 
ticles of  commerce.20  [Stat.  Conn.,  II,  277-78] 

Sec.  1 .  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governour  and  Council  and  House  of  Represen- 
tatives in  General  Court  assembled,  That  all  cedar  and  Pine  shingles  that  shall 
be  offered  for  sale  in  this  State,  shall  be  inspected  by  the  inspector  who  may  be 
appointed  under  the  act  aforesaid  and  each  Bundle  of  shingles  shall  be 
Branded  across  the  Butt  of  the  same  as  follows:  viz.  No.  1.2.3.  or  R.  with  the 
initials  of  the  inspectors  name.  No.  1 .  shall  be  at  least  eighteen  inches  long,  half 
an  inch  in  thickness  at  the  Butt,  and  four  inches  wide,  strait  Rifted  and 
Breasted.  No.  2.  shall  be  at  least  eighteen  inches  long,  seven  sixteenths  of  an 
inch  in  thickness  at  the  Butt,  four  inches  wide,  strait  Rifted  and  Breasted.  No. 
3.  shall  be  at  least  seventeen  inches  long,  three  eights  of  an  inch  in  thickness  at 
the  Butt,  four  inches  wide  and  strait  Rifted.  Refuse  shall  consist  of  all  such 
shingles  as  will  not  pass  inspection  for  either  of  the  other  classes,  unless  they 
shall  be  as  bad  as  not  to  be  worth  half  the  price  of  No.  1.  in  the  estimation  of  the 
inspector,  in  which  case  they  shall  be  branded  0.:  and  said  inspector  for  inspec- 
tion and  Brandings  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  allowed  six  cents  for  every  thousand. 

Sec.  2d.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  no  shingles  of  any  quality  shall  pass  in- 
spection, unless  so  packed  as  to  contain  by  admeasurement  one  fourth  part  of  a 
thousand  in  each  Round  Bundle,  and  either  one  thousand,  one  half  a  thousand, 
or  one  quarter  of  a  thousand,  in  each  square  Bundle. 

Sec.  3d.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  any  Person  who  shall  after  the  first  day 
of  April  next,  offer  for  sale  any  shingles  in  this  State,  or  who  shall  export  any 
shingles  from  this  State,  which  are  Branded  0.  or  are  not  Branded  at  all,  or 
Branded  in  any  manner  not  Prescribed  in  this  act.  he  or  they  shall  forfeit  the 
same,  or  the  value  thereof  one  Half  to  the  Person  who  shall  prosecute  or  sue  for 
the  same,  and  the  other  half  to  the  Treasurer  of  this  State. 


20.  For  the  act  repealed  in  the  final  paragraph,  which  also  dealt  with  cedar  and  pine  shingles, 
see  above,  pp.  35-36.  The  Council  added  the  proviso  at  the  end  of  the  third  section,  and  the  House 
concurred  in  this  change.  Archives.  Trade  and  Maritime  Affairs.  Ser.  2.  II,  82. 
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Provided  that  all  the  shingles  that  have  been  made  and  put  into  Bundles  pre- 
vious to  the  passing  of  this  act,  shall  be  exempt  from  forfeiture,  if  offered  for 
sale  or  Exportation  during  the  years  1816  or  1817. 

Provided  also,  That  shingles  imported  from  the  State  of  New  York  and  which 
have  been  inspected  in  said  State,  shall  not  be  liable  to  the  Requisitions  aforesaid. 

Sec.  4.  And  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  Act  entitled,  "An  Act,  in  addition 
to  an  act  for  the  inspection  of  Provisions  and  other  articles  of  commerce," 
passed  in  May  last,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  Repealed. 

General  Assembly  October  Session  1816. 

Charles  Denison,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
Attest.  Thomas  Day,  Secretary.  John  Cotton  Smith,  Governour. 

An  Act  for  the  support  of  Literature  and  Religion.21  [Stat.  Conn.,  II,  279-80] 

Sec.  1 .  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governour  and  Council  and  House  of  Represen- 
tatives in  General  Court  assembled,  That  the  agents  for  this  State,  who  are  now 
or  hereafter  may  be  appointed  to  settle  and  obtain  the  Balance  due  to  this  State 
from  the  United  States,  on  account  of  advancements  made  by  this  State,  for 


21 .  For  the  significance  of  this  act,  see  above,  pp.  xxvi-xxviii;  the  legislative  debate  and  a  roll 
call  vote  can  be  found  below,  pp.  140-48.  In  a  report  on  the  distribution  of  the  balance  due  to  the 
Connecticut,  a  legislative  committee  stated  that  it  had  investigated  the  needs  of  "various  institutions 
of  the  State  literary  as  well  as  religious."  The  School  Fund,  Yale's  Medical  Institution,  and  the 
Connecticut  Asylum  were  either  in  a  prosperous  condition  or  had  recently  been  recipients  of  largess 
from  the  Assembly,  the  committee  reported;  however,  the  funds  of  Yale  College  itself  were 
"inadequate  to  the  demands  which  are  made  upon  it."  (For  other  recent  actions  on  Yale  and  its 
buildings,  see  S.R.,  XVII,  116,  1 16n,  278).  The  committee  went  on  to  state  that  "an  appropriation 
to  aid  the  religious  institutions  of  the  State  is  . . .  of  much  more  importance  than  any  other. — By  such 
a  distribution  .  .  .  every  individual  in  the  community  will  be  directly  or  indirectly  benefited."  In 
presenting  the  bill,  the  committee  stated  that  "no  preferences  have  been  given  to  one  denomination 
of  Christians  over  another  but  that  in  ascertaining  the  proportions  which  each  are  to  receive,  the 
Committee  have  been  guided  by  a  liberal  policy  towards  those  sectaries  whose  numbers  are  fewest. 
...  As  it  may  happen  that  for  want  of  correct  information  some  denominations  may  have  been 
omitted,  the  Committee  have  deemed  it  expedient  that  a  part  of  the  foregoing  ballance  should  be  left 
unappropriated,  that  the  Legislature  may  have  it  in  its  power  hereafter  to  supply  any  such  omission 
when  it  shall  be  discovered."  The  Council  inserted  the  word  "then"  in  the  third  section  and  struck 
out  a  phrase  at  the  end  of  section  eight:  "subject  to  the  future  disposition  appropriations  of  the 
Assembly."  The  House  removed  the  name  of  Luther  Savage  from  section  five  and  added  Cushman 
and  Williams;  in  section  six  it  added  the  words  "in  this  State,"  removed  the  name  of  Daniel  Burrows, 
and  added  Nichols.  Each  house  agreed  to  the  other's  changes.  Archives,  Ecclesiastical  Affairs,  Ser.  2, 
I,  15-16;  the  committee  report  was  published  in  the  state  newspapers:  see,  for  example,  the  Journal, 
Nov.  5,  1816. 
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general  defence,  during  the  late  war,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  authorised  to  Re- 
ceive the  same  in  cash,  stock  of  the  United  States,  or  other  Public  securities. 

Sec.  2.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  aforesaid  Balance,  when  Received, 
shall  be,  and  the  same  hereby  is  appropriated,  for  the  support  of  Religion  and 
Literature  in  this  State  in  the  manner  hereafter  provided. 

Sec.  3d.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  one  third  part  of  what  shall  be  Received  on 
account  of  said  Balance,  be,  and  the  same  hereby  is  appropriated,  for  the  use  and 
Benefit  of  the  Presbyterian  or  Congregational  Denomination  of  Christians,  to  be 
by  them  applied  for  the  support  of  the  Gospel  in  their  Respective  societies,  in  pro- 
portion to  the  amount  of  their  lists  which  shall  then  have  been  last  perfected;  and 
the  Treasurer  of  this  State  for  the  time  being,  is  hereby  authorised  to  Receive  and 
transfer  the  same  to  said  societies,  in  proportion  to  their  Lists  as  aforesaid. 

Sec.  4.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  one  seventh  part  of  what  shall  be  Re- 
ceived on  account  of  said  Balance,  be  and  the  same  hereby  is  appropriated  for 
the  use  and  Benefit  of  the  Episcopal  denomination  of  Christians  in  this  State; 
and  the  Trustees  for  Receiving  donations  for  the  support  of  a  Bishop,  are 
hereby  authorised  to  Receive  and  hold  the  same  for  the  Benefit  of  said  Fund. 

Sec.  5.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  one  eighth  part  of  what  shall  be  Received 
on  account  of  said  Balance,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  appropriated  for  the  use 
and  Benefit  of  the  denomination  of  Christians  called  Baptists,  to  be  by  them 
applied  for  the  support  of  the  Gospel  in  their  several  societies;  and  Samuel 
Beckwith,  Elisha  Cushman,  Nathaniel  J.  Adams,  James  Treat,  David  Silliman, 
Josias  Byles,  Rufus  Babcock,  Ephraim  Bound,  Asahel  Chapman,  and  Samuel 
Williams,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  constituted  Trustees  and  made  a  Body  Politic 
and  corporate  by  the  name  of  the  Baptists  Trustees,  with  full  powers  to  fill  all 
vacancies  in  their  own  Body;  and  they  are  hereby  authorised  to  Receive  said 
sum,  and  the  same  to  transfer  and  apply  for  the  use  and  Benefit  of  said  societ- 
ies, in  proportion  to  their  Respective  lists,  or  in  any  other  way  or  manner  they 
may  judge  just  and  Reasonable. 

Sec.  6.  Be  it  farther  enacted,  That  one  twelfth  part  of  what  shall  be  Received 
on  account  of  said  Balance,  be  and  the  same  hereby  is  appropriated  for  the  use 
and  Benefit  of  the  denomination  of  Christians  called  Methodists,  to  be  by  them 
applied  for  the  support  of  the  Gospel  in  their  several  societies  in  this  State;  and 
Ralph  Hurlbut,  Jonathan  Nichols,  Jr.,  Alpheus  Jewet,  William  Lyon,  Elijah 
Sherman,  Aaron  Hunt,  and  Samuel  Frothingham,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  consti- 
tuted Trustees,  and  made  a  Body  Politic  and  corporate,  by  the  name  of  the 
Methodists  Trustees,  with  full  power  to  fill  all  vacancies  in  their  own  Body;  and 
they  are  hereby  authorised  to  Receive  said  sum  and  the  same  to  transfer  and 
apply  for  the  use  and  Benefit  of  said  societies,  in  proportion  to  their  Respective 
lists,  or  in  any  other  way  or  manner  they  may  judge  just  and  Reasonable. 
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Sec.  7.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  one  seventh  part  of  what  shall  be  Re- 
ceived on  account  of  said  Balance,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  appropriated  to 
and  for  the  use  and  Benefit  of  Yale  College,  to  be  by  the  corporation  of  said  col- 
lege applied  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  necessary  Buildings  for  the 
accommodation  of  the  students  of  said  college  and  other  necessary  and  impor- 
tant objects  connected  with  that  institution. 

Sec.  8.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  unappropriated  Balance  when  Re- 
ceived, shall  be  and  Remain  in  the  Treasury  of  this  State. 

General  Assembly  October  Session  1816. 

Charles  Denison,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
Attest.  Thomas  Day,  Secretary.  John  Cotton  Smith,  Governour. 

Whereas  Tapping  Reeve  Esquire  of  Litchfield  in  Litchfield  County  by  mis- 
take neglected  to  make  Return  of  the  duties  by  him  Received  by  the  time 
required  by  Law  and  was  therefore  not  appointed  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  at  the 
session  of  the  General  Assembly  holden  in  May  last,  but  has  since  made 
Return  of  said  duties  to  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  and  has  been  appointed  a 
Justice  of  the  Peace  in  and  for  the  County  of  Litchfield,  and  whereas  the  said 
Tapping  Reeve  fully  Believing  that  he  was  appointed  to  said  office  has  done 
certain  official  acts  as  a  Justice  of  the  Peace,  since  the  20th  day  of  June  Last22 

Therefore  Resolved,  that  all  the  official  acts  of  said  Tapping  Reeve  Esquire, 
which  he  may  have  done  as  Justice  of  the  Peace  since  the  twentieth  day  of  June 
last  be  and  they  hereby  are  confirmed  and  made  valid  and  Legal  to  every  intent 
and  purpose  in  the  same  manner  as  though  he  had  been  duly  appointed  and 
sworn  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  at  the  time  of  doing  said  acts. 

Whereas  the  General  Assembly  at  their  session  in  May  last  by  mistake  omit- 
ted to  appoint  Augustus  Pettibone  Esquire  to  the  office  of  Justice  of  the  Peace 
for  the  County  of  Litchfield,  but  have  since  appointed  him  to  said  office,  and 
the  said  Augustus  Pettibone  Esquire  believing  himself  to  have  been  appointed 
to  Said  office,  has  done  certain  official  acts  as  a  Justice  of  the  Peace,  since  the 
20th  day  of  June  Last23 

Resolved  therefore,  that  all  the  official  acts  of  said  Augustus  Pettibone  Es- 
quire which  he  may  have  done  as  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  the  County  of 
Litchfield,  since  the  twentieth  day  of  June  Last  be  and  they  hereby  are  con- 
firmed and  made  valid  and  Legal  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  in  the  same 


22.  See  also  above,  p.  85. 

23.  See  also  above,  p.  85. 
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manner  as  though  he  had  been  duly  commissioned  and  sworn  a  Justice  of  the 
Peace  at  the  time  of  doing  said  acts. 

Whereas  the  Listers  of  the  Town  of  Newtown  by  mistake  omitted  to  notify 
the  Inhabitants  within  the  month  of  July  as  the  law  directs  to  bring  in  their  Lists 
the  present  year,  but  did  give  notice  in  the  month  of  August 

Therefore  Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  That  the  said  Listers  proceed  to  make 
up  the  lists  in  said  Town  in  the  same  manner  as  if  they  had  advertised  according 
to  law,  and  that  their  proceedings  shall  be  as  valid,  as  they  would  have  been,  if 
they  had  complied  with  the  Law  in  giving  notice  in  the  month  of  July,  any  law 
to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Upon  the  Petition  of  the  administrators  of  the  estate  of  Taylor  Sherman  Es- 
quire, deceased,  against  Samuel  Dikeman,  now  depending  before  this 
Assembly.24 

Resolved,  that  Seth  P.  Staples  Esquire,  who  has  formerly  been  of  counsel  for 
the  Respondents,  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  on  special  Request  of  the  Respondent, 
permitted  to  appear  at  the  bar  of  this  assembly  as  counsel  for  the  Respondent  in 
said  case,  and  that  his  seat  as  a  member  of  the  House  of  Representatives  shall 
not  be  thereby  vacated,  any  Law  of  this  State  notwithstanding. 

Resolved,  that  the  Treasurer  and  Controller  be  directed  to  prepare  and  Return 
to  the  next  General  Assembly  an  abstract  of  the  Receipts  and  Expenditures  of  the 
Public  Funds  during  the  current  year,  exhibiting  under  different  heads,  the  Judi- 
cial Expences,  salaries  of  the  officers  of  government,  debentures  and  contingent 
Expences  of  the  General  Assembly,  Expences  of  New  Gate  Prison,  charges  of 
state  Paupers,  and  all  other  contingent  Expences  of  Government,  together  with 
an  account  of  all  sums  due  the  State,  the  Bank  stock,  stock  in  the  Funds  of  the 
United  States,  money  in  the  Treasury  and  all  other  Property  and  that  in  future  all 
Receipts  of  money  into  the  Treasury  (except  on  School  Funds)  be  credited  to  ac- 
count of  state  Funds  and  exhibited  in  one  general  account.25 

Whereas  it  is  expedient,  that  a  plan  be  devised  and  established  to  ensure  the 
payment  of  the  principal  of  the  School  Fund  into  the  Treasury  of  this  State,  by 
such  instalments  and  at  such  time  or  times  as  the  convenience  of  the  debtors 
and  the  interests  of  the  State  will  admit,  as  also  for  the  investment  of  the 


24.  For  the  law  on  state  representatives  acting  as  counsel  before  the  General  Assembly,  see 
above,  p.  40n. 

25.  For  the  context  of  this  resolution,  see  above,  p.  xxxviii. 
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Principal,  when  paid,  in  the  stock  of  the  United  States,  or  in  Bank  or  other 
stock  as  a  perpetual  fund,  for  the  use  of  the  school  societies26 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  the  Commissioner  of  the  School  Fund  be,  and 
he  is  hereby  instructed  to  prepare  a  Plan  for  the  purposes  aforesaid  and  present 
the  same  to  the  General  Assembly,  to  be  held  in  May,  or  in  October  next. 

Whereas  Bonds,  which  are  well  secured  by  mortgages  to  a  greater  amount 
than  one  Hundred  Thousand  dollars  have  been  taken  and  are  now  due  for  Inter- 
est arising  on  the  School  Fund  and  the  annual  distribution  to  the  school 
societies  thereby  lessened  and  whereas  it  is  expedient  that  said  Bonds  become 
and  Remain  a  part  of  the  capital  of  said  Fund,  and  that  in  lieu  thereof,  if  occa- 
sion Require,  a  part  of  the  principal  of  other  Bonds,  when  paid  into  the 
Treasury  be  distributed  to  the  school  societies 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  That  all  Bonds  taken  for  arrears  of  Interest,  and 
now  due  to  the  School  Fund,  shall  be  and  Remain  a  part  of  the  capital  of  the 
School  Fund,  and  that  in  case,  in  any  year  hereafter,  a  less  sum  of  interest  than 
sixty  thousand  dollars,  shall  be  collected  on  the  School  Fund,  the  principal  of 
Bonds,  paid  into  the  Treasury  during  the  year,  shall  be  applied  to  make  up  the 
deficiency.  Provided  however,  that  Principal  paid  into  the  Treasury  shall  not  be 
applied  in  manner  aforesaid  by  virtue  of  this  Resolve  for  a  longer  time  than 
Five  years  from  the  Rising  of  this  General  Assembly. 


26.  For  a  discussion  of  the  School  Fund,  see  above,  pp.  xxv-xxvi.  In  response  to  a  report  from 
commissioner  James  Hillhouse,  a  legislative  committee  presented  this  and  the  following  resolution, 
opining  that  while  the  fund  was  in  "a  prosperous  condition,"  certain  reforms  were  necessary.  Most 
fundamentally,  they  expressed  concern  that  the  number  of  bonds  of  indebtedness  had  increased, 
that  the  overall  debt  had  not  been  significantly  reduced,  and  that  debtors  were  scattered  in  different 
states;  the  situation,  they  concluded,  called  for  the  adoption  of  measures  to  "secure  a  gradual 
payment  of  the  principal"  rather  than  letting  it  continue  indefinitely  on  loan.  Archives,  Colleges  and 
Schools,  Ser.  2,  HI,  117.  These  recommendations  led  to  the  resolutions  on  payment  adopted  in 
October  1817:  below,  pp.  265-66,  266n. 

The  same  committee  apparently  considered  the  propriety  of  a  different  distribution  of  School 
Fund  interest  among  the  school  districts,  and  reported  that  the  present  mode  "is  as  equal  &  equita- 
ble as  can  be  devised;  and  that  a  different  mode  of  distribution  is  not  necessary  or  expedient." 
Archives,  Colleges  and  Schools,  Ser.  2,  III,  120-21.  The  legislative  debates  of  May  26,  1817,  in- 
dicate that  the  current  arrangements,  based  on  town  assessment  lists,  were  being  criticized  for 
favoring  the  rich  over  the  poor  (Mercury,  June  3,  1817),  and  there  is  other  evidence  that  Toler- 
ationists  and  Republicans  were  pressing  for  distribution  according  to  the  number  of  polls:  see  for 
example,  the  debate  of  October  2 1 , 1 8 1 7,  as  reported  in  the  Journal  (Oct.  28,181 7)  and  the  debate 
of  October  12,  1818,  as  reported  in  the  Mercury  (Nov.  3,  1818). 
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Resolved  By  this  Assembly,  That  John  Riggs  Esquire  be,  and  he  is  hereby 
appointed,  to  take  care  of  the  Property  of  Eunice  Mark,  an  Indian  woman,  in- 
stead of  Samuel  Osburn  Esquire,  deceased. 

Whereas  it  is  Represented  by  the  Commander  in  Chief,  That  the  General 
orders  for  the  Reorginization  of  the  Militia  were  necessarily  issued  at  so  late  a 
period  before  the  usual  Fall  trainings,  as  that  a  full  knowledge  of  the  arrange- 
ments could  not  be  communicated  seasonably  to  every  part  of  the  State,  and 
Fines  have  consequently  been  imposed  in  many  instances,  where  there  was  no 
intentional  neglect  of  military  duty,  and  whereas  from  the  peculiar  circum- 
stances attending  a  new  organization  of  the  Military  Force,  it  has  become 
difficult  to  distinguish  the  cases  in  which  the  Penalties  incurred  the  present 
season  may  with  propriety  be  exacted27 

Resolved  therefore  by  this  Assembly,  That  all  fines  which  have  been  im- 
posed on  any  of  the  Militia  for  non-appearance  on  any  parade,  either  for 
Exercise  or  Review,  or  for  defect  in  arms  and  accoutrements,  since  the  First 
day  of  September  last,  be  Remitted,  or  if  collected,  that  the  same  be  Refunded. 

Resolved  By  this  Assembly,  that  all  officers  chosen  under  Legal  authority  in 
any  enlisted  company  of  Militia,  shall  by  direction  of  the  Commander  in  Chief, 
be  authorised  to  act  as  such,  tho  no  commissions  shall  have  been  issued  to  them 
until  the  Rising  of  the  General  Assembly  in  May  next. 

Resolved  By  this  Assembly,  That  in  all  cases  where  in  the  opinion  of  the  Cap- 
tain General,  it  will  contribute  to  the  strength  or  convenience  of  the  Militia,  he  is 
hereby  empowered  to  Raise  or  establish  more  than  Two  Flank  companies  to  a 
Regiment  of  Infantry,  and  locate  the  same  as  he  shall  judge  expedient,  Provided 
the  same  be  done  before  the  Rising  of  the  General  Assembly  in  October  next. 

Whereas  the  General  Assembly  at  its  last  session  granted  Liberty  to  the  Hart- 
ford Bridge  Company  to  Remove  the  draw  in  the  Bridge  over  Connecticut  River, 
and  afterwards  upon  information  given  to  said  Assembly,  that  sundry  Inhabitants 
of  the  Town  of  East  Windsor  were  prevented  by  accident  from  appearing  before 
said  Assembly  and  objecting  thereto,  the  said  Assembly  Resolved  that  said 
Bridge  company  should  not  proceed  to  Remove  the  said  draw,  or  to  obstruct  the 
navigation  through  said  draw  till  the  Rising  of  the  Present  Assembly,  and 


27.  The  reorganization  of  the  militia  under  the  act  of  October  1815  was  an  ongoing  subject  of 
consideration  at  the  1816  legislative  sessions:  see  above,  pp.  34,  34n,  38-39,  39n,  110-12,  1  lOn, 
and  the  references  there. 


1816  OF  CONNECTICUT  119 

whereas  the  inhabitants  of  said  East  Windsor  supposing  the  said  Petition  to  have 
been  continued  did  appear  Before  this  Assembly  to  Remonstrate  against  grant- 
ing said  Petition,  and  it  appearing  to  this  Assembly  that  the  said  Inhabitants  have 
omitted  merely  through  mistake  to  Bring  a  Petition  to  that  Effect.28 

Resolved  By  this  Assembly,  that  the  said  Bridge  company  shall  not  proceed 
to  Remove  the  draw  in  said  Bridge,  or  to  obstruct  the  navigation  through  the 
same  by  virtue  of  the  Grant  of  said  Assembly  till  after  the  Rising  of  the 
Assembly  in  May  next. 

Upon  the  Memorial  of  the  overseers  of  New  Gate  Prison  that  in  Pursuance 
of  the  Resolve  of  Assembly  in  October  last  making  provision  for  the  support  of 
Religious  instruction  at  said  Prison,  that  they  have  employed  a  chaplain  and 
that  the  grant  for  the  Payment  of  said  chaplain  was  limited  to  one  year;  and  fur- 
ther shewing  that  the  Prison  keeper  in  consequence  of  misunderstanding  as  to 
the  sum  to  be  paid  to  the  guards  for  the  year  1816  had  enlisted  them  with  an 
agreement  to  pay  the  same  wages  that  were  allowed  to  the  Guard  in  the  year 
1815,  as  per  Petition  on  File  dated  the  16th  day  of  October  1816:29 

Resolved  that  the  sum  of  Three  Hundred  dollars  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby 
granted  for  the  support  of  a  chaplain  at  New  Gate  Prison  for  the  year  ensuing 
and  that  the  same  be  applied  to  that  use  under  the  advice  and  direction  of  the 
overseers  of  said  Prison. 

And  Be  it  further  Resolved,  that  there  be  allowed  to  the  sargeants,  corporals 
and  Privates  of  the  Guards  at  New  Gate  the  same  compensation  for  their  services 
during  the  year  1816  that  was  allowed  for  the  like  services  in  the  year  1815. 

Upon  the  Petition  of  the  Connecticut  Asylum  for  the  Education  and  instruc- 
tion of  deaf  and  dumb  Persons,  praying  for  the  sum  of  Thirty  Thousand  dollars 
to  be  laid  out  in  erecting  Buildings  for  the  accommodation  of  the  Deaf  and 
Dumb,  and  for  a  charitable  fund  for  the  education  and  instruction  of  the  indi- 
gent Deaf  and  Dumb  belonging  to  this  State,  as  per  Petition  on  file  dated  the 
1  lth  day  of  October  18 16:30 


28.  For  the  May  1816  proceedings  on  the  Hartford  Bridge  Company  and  East  Windsor's 
opposition,  see  above,  pp.  73-74,  73n;  for  the  next  action,  see  below,  pp.  214-15,  215n. 

29.  The  overseers  had  reported  to  the  May  1816  session  on  religious  instruction  at  the  prison.  In 
their  October  memorial,  they  identified  the  chaplain  as  Eber  S.  Clark;  they  also  referred  to  an 
October  1814  resolution  that  raised  guard  fees  for  1815  to  $10  a  month  for  privates,  $13  for 
sergeants,  and  $1 1.34  for  corporals.  Archives,  Crimes  and  Misdemeanors,  Ser.  2, 1, 1 13-14.  For  the 
1814  resolution  and  that  of  October  1815  referenced  here,  see  S.R.,  XVII,  195,  527-28,  527n. 

30.  The  Assembly  had  incorporated  the  asylum  in  May  1816:  see  above,  pp.  27-28,  27n,  and 
the  references  there  for  background.  On  October  1 8,  Laurent  Clerc,  the  deaf  French  tutor  engaged 
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Resolved  By  this  Assembly,  that  the  sum  of  Five  thousand  dollars  be  granted 
to  the  Petitioners  to  be  laid  out  for  the  Relief,  education,  instruction  and  sup- 
port of  the  Indigent  deaf  and  dumb  Persons  belonging  to  this  State. 

Upon  the  Petition  of  sundry  Persons,  commonly  called  Shakers,  Residing  in 
Enfield  in  Hartford  County,  praying  for  Reasons  set  forth  in  said  Petition,  to  be 
exempted  from  paying  any  money  as  an  equivalent  for  doing  Military  duty  as 
Per  Petition  on  file  dated  October  1st  1816:31 

Resolved  By  this  Assembly,  That  the  United  Society  of  Believers,  com- 
monly called  Shakers,  residing  in  Enfield,  in  Hartford  County,  who  have 
signed  or  shall  hereafter  sign  the  present  articles  of  their  association,  shall  be 
excused  from  Military  duty,  and  from  all  Fines  or  composition  therefor,  during 
the  Pleasure  of  this  Assembly. 

Upon  the  Petition  of  the  Boston  Turnpike  Company,  shewing  to  this  Assem- 
bly, that  said  company  was  by  the  Legislature  incorporated  to  make  a  Turnpike 
Road  from  East  Hartford  towards  Boston  to  the  line  of  the  State  of  Massachu- 
setts, that  from  the  house  of  Deacon  Joseph  Lyman  in  the  east  part  of  said  East 
Hartford  to  the  top  of  the  Hill  east  of  Appleton  Hollisters  in  the  town  of  Bolton, 
the  Road  is  over  ground  both  Hilly  and  sandy,  that  the  distance  is  about  two 
miles  and  a  half,  that  the  Road  may  be  altered  so  as  to  avoid  the  Hills  and  sands 
in  a  great  measure  and  also  to  shorten  the  distance,  praying  this  Assembly  to 
authorise  the  commissioners  on  said  Road  to  view  the  proposed  alterations  and 


by  Thomas  Gallaudet  to  teach  at  the  asylum,  prepared  an  address  to  the  Assembly,  which  was  read 
to  the  representatives.  It  was  intially  proposed  to  appropriate  money  from  the  School  Fund  to 
support  the  asylum,  but  a  number  of  representatives  dissented;  also  under  consideration  at  one  point 
was  the  idea  of  making  the  appropriation  out  of  the  funds  owed  to  Connecticut  by  the  United  States 
for  war  expenses.  At  various  times  representatives  proposed  smaller  sums  than  the  $30,000 
requested.  The  petition  was  referred  to  a  committee,  and  on  October  26  a  motion  for  $5,000  was 
"carried  by  a  small  majority"  in  the  House  in  what  appeared  to  the  editors  of  the  Journal  to  be  a 
party  vote.  The  Mercury  countered  by  saying  that  the  rival  newspaper  appeared  to  "censure  the 
republican  party  for  not  manifesting  a  disposition  to  grant  great  sums  of  money  to  all  petitioners, 
without  knowing  precisely  the  manner  in  which  it  is  to  be  applied."  Courant,  Oct.  22,  1816; 
Journal  Oct.  29,  1816;  Herald,  Oct.  22,29,  1816;  Mercury,  Oct.  29,  Nov.  5,  1816.  In  the  resolution 
itself,  the  Council  proposed  to  substitute  the  words  "for  the  purposes  mentioned  in  their  said 
petition"  for  the  phrase  "for  the  Relief .  .  .  belonging  to  this  State."  The  House,  however,  held  to  the 
original  wording  and  the  Council  eventually  concurred.  Archives,  Colleges  and  Schools,  Ser.  2,  II, 
43.  No  doubt  responding  to  Republican  accusations,  the  legislators  clarified  the  meaning  of  this 
resolution  in  May  1817:  below,  p.  190. 

31.  The  Courant  (Oct.  29,  1816)  observed  that,  after  the  passage  of  the  following  resolution, 
"The  subject  is  .  .  .  left  to  certain  military  officers  to  determine  whether  improper  persons  take 
advantage  of  the  law."  See  also  the  Mercury,  Nov.  5,  1816. 
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to  make  them  provided  they  deem  it  expedient,  or  to  appoint  a  committee  for 
that  purpose,  and  that  the  Road  when  so  altered  shall  become  part  of  the  Boston 
Turnpike  Road,  and  that  the  company  shall  not  be  obliged  to  maintain  or  keep 
in  Repair  so  much  of  the  Road  as  shall  by  such  alterations  become  unnecessary 
for  the  travel  from  Hartford  to  Boston  or  that  the  Assembly  would  in  some 
other  way  grant  them  Relief  as  by  said  Petition  on  file,  the  said  Petition  was  le- 
gally served  on  the  Respondents  and  Returned  to  the  last  session  of  the 
Assembly  and  was  continued  to  the  present  session  with  an  order  of  Public 
notice  which  order  has  been  complied  with.  The  Respondents  were  three  times 
Publicly  called  and  made  default  of  appearance,  and  the  Assembly  find  the 
matters  stated  in  said  Petition  as  Facts  to  be  true.32 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  the  commissioners  on  sd.  Road  shall  be 
authorised  and  they  are  hereby  authorised  to  view  the  proposed  alterations  in 
said  Road  and  if  they  deem  it  expedient  to  lay  out  and  make  the  same  at  the  sole 
Expence  of  said  corporation  and  assess  the  damages  to  individuals  which  dam- 
ages shall  be  paid  By  said  corporation  as  well  as  all  other  expences  relating 
thereto,  and  that  the  Road  when  so  altered  shall  Become  part  of  the  Boston 
Turnpike  Road,  and  that  said  company  shall  not  be  obliged  to  maintain  or  keep 
in  Repair  so  much  of  the  Road  as  shall  by  such  alterations  become  unnecessary 
to  travellers  from  Hartford  to  Boston. 

Upon  the  Report  of  the  Honourable  Aaron  Austin,  Shubael  Griswold  and 
John  Mix  Esquires,  a  committee  appointed  by  the  General  Assembly  at  their 
session  in  May  last,  on  the  Petition  of  the  Talcot  Mountain  Turnpike  Company 
to  view,  survey  and  make  alterations  in  said  Road,  and  said  committee  having 
viewed  and  made  their  Report  in  the  Premises  to  this  Assembly.33 

Resolved  By  this  Assembly,  That  said  Report  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  ac- 
cepted, and  ordered  to  be  Recorded  at  large  in  the  Public  Records  of  this  State, 
and  the  Road  therein  discribed,  surveyed,  altered  and  laid  out  is  hereby  estab- 
lished and  declared  to  be  a  Public  Highway,  and  that  Part  of  said  Road  which 
by  said  committee  is  laid  on  new  ground  shall  be  opened  by  the  First  day  of 


32.  For  the  initial  presentation  of  this  petition,  see  above,  pp.  74-75,  75n.  The  House  filled  in  a 
blank  in  the  bill  with  the  phrase  "the  commissioners  on  sd.  Road  shall"  and  added  the  words  "at  the 
sole  Expence  . . .  relating  thereto;"  the  Council  concurred  with  these  changes.  Archives,  Travel, 
Ser.  2,  VIII,  84. 

33.  For  the  initial  consideration  of  the  petition  and  the  appointment  of  the  committee,  see 
above,  pp.  45,  45n;  the  committee's  report  and  the  bill  can  be  found  in  Archives,  Travel,  Ser.  2, 
XVI,  95-96.  The  House  inserted  the  phrase  "and  when  the  same  ...  for  any  purpose  whatever"  in 
the  resolution.  In  the  manuscript  of  the  Public  Records  the  copyist  inserted  the  word  "when"  in  the 
wrong  place;  we  have  followed  the  correct  placement,  as  found  in  the  bill. 
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April  A.D.  1817,  and  when  the  same  shall  have  been  so  opened  and  put  in 
Repair  to  the  acceptance  of  the  commissioners  on  said  Road,  the  old  Part  of 
said  Turnpike  Road,  which  the  new  is  in  lieu  of  shall  no  longer  be  considered  as 
a  part  of  said  Turnpike  Road  for  any  purpose  whatever  and  the  damages  therein 
assessed  to  individuals  are  ordered  to  be  paid  by  said  Turnpike  company  to  said 
individuals  respectively  by  the  first  day  of  April  A.D.  1817;  and  the  damages 
assessed  as  aforesaid  to  said  individuals  amounting  to  the  sum  of  three  Hun- 
dred and  ninety  nine  dollars,  together  with  the  Expences  of  surveying  and 
laying  out  said  Road,  including  the  Expences  of  said  committee,  and  all 
expences  upon  said  Petition  and  the  Expences  of  making  said  Road  shall  be 
Liquidated  by  the  commissioners  on  sd.  Road,  and  when  said  damages  and 
expences  shall  have  been  Liquidated  and  paid  by  said  Turnpike  company,  the 
same  shall  be  added  to  and  Become  a  Part  of  the  capital  stock  of  said  company. 

Upon  the  Petition  of  Seth  Lathrop,  Jeremiah  Smith  and  others  shewing  to 
this  Assembly,  that  the  Road  from  New  Haven  to  Norwich  Landing,  by  the  way 
of  Chapmans  Ferry  is  greatly  out  of  Repair  and  crooked,  that  in  many  places  al- 
terations in  said  Road  may  be  made  to  great  advantage,  the  distance  much 
shortened,  and  the  Road  much  improved,  that  a  Road  may  be  easily  made  on  or 
near  what  is  known  by  the  name  of  the  Old  State  Road,  leading  from  New 
Haven  to  Norwich  Landing  by  the  way  of  Dragon  to  and  through  dragon,  North 
Branford,  North  Guilford,  North  Bristol,  North  Killingworth  to  Chapmans 
Ferry  in  Haddam,  thence  to  Millington  Meeting  House  in  East  Haddam 
through  the  south  Part  of  Colchester,  Bosrah  and  Montville,  praying  this  As- 
sembly to  appoint  a  committee  to  go  out  at  the  Expence  of  the  Petitioners  and 
view  the  ground  and  make  such  alterations  in  said  Road  as  they  may  judge  ex- 
pedient and  to  Report  to  the  next  or  some  future  session  of  this  Assembly,  as  by 
Petition  dated  the  thirteenth  day  of  April  1816,  which  Petition  being  duly 
served  on  the  Towns  of  New  Haven,  Branford,  Guilford,  Killingworth, 
Haddam,  East  Haddam,  Colchester,  Bosrah  and  Norwich,  was  Returned  to  the 
session  of  this  Assembly  in  May  last,  and  by  continuance  came  to  this  session, 
and  now  the  Petitioners  appeared,  and  the  Respondents  being  three  times  pub- 
licly called,  made  default  of  appearence,  whereupon34 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  Nathanl.  Rosseter,  Moses  Warren  and 
Ichabod  L.  Skinner  Esquire,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  appointed  a  committee  at 
the  expence  of  the  Petitioners  to  view  the  aforesaid  Route,  and  if  they  deem  it 
expedient,  to  lay  out  a  Road  touching  at  the  Points  and  passing  through  the 
places  aforesaid,  except  that  said  committee  in  viewing  and  Laying  out  such 


34.  For  the  initial  presentation  of  this  petition,  see  above,  pp.  75,  75n. 
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Road  shall  not  be  confined  to  any  one  Point  of  entrance  into  New  Haven,  and  to 
assess  damages  to  individuals,  first  giving  due  notice  to  all  concerned  of  the 
time  and  Place  of  entering  upon  the  business  of  their  appointment,  and  to  make 
Report  of  their  doings  to  the  next  or  some  future  session  of  this  Assembly. 

Upon  the  Petition  of  Ross  Hinman  of  Roxbury  in  Litchfield  County  against 
his  creditors,  shewing  to  this  Assembly,  that  by  Reason  of  sundry  losses  and  mis- 
fortunes he  has  become  unable  to  pay  his  just  debts,  and  praying  to  be  discharged 
therefrom,  as  Per  Petition  on  File  dated  the  second  day  of  September  AD.  1815, 
which  Petition  was  brought  to  the  October  session  of  this  Assembly,  in  the  year 
1815  and  now  comes  to  this  Assembly  by  continuance  and  the  Petitioner  ap- 
peared and  was  heard  with  his  Evidence  and  Exhibits,  and  this  Assembly  do  find 
the  Facts  stated  in  his  Petition  to  be  true  and  grant  the  Prayer  thereof:35 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  That  upon  the  said  Hinmans  assigning,  convey- 
ing, and  delivering  up  on  oath,  on  or  before  the  First  Monday  in  January  next, 
all  his  estate  both  Real  and  personal,  and  all  his  credits  and  Effects  whatsoever, 
except  such  estate  as  is  By  Law  exempted  from  Execution,  to  Chauncey 
Whittlesey  and  Silas  Miner  Both  of  said  Roxbury  who  are  hereby  appointed 
Trustees  to  Receive  said  estate  for  the  Benefit  of  the  creditors  of  said  insolvent 
debtor,  or  if  said  insolvent  debtor,  shall  have  no  estate  except  such  as  is  ex- 
empted from  Execution,  and  shall  make  oath  thereof  before  said  Trustees  on  or 
Before  said  first  Monday  in  January  next  the  person  of  said  insolvent  Debtor 
shall  be  and  hereby  is  protected  from  all  liability  to  civil  process  for  or  on  ac- 
count [of]  any  debts  by  him  contracted  with  or  due  to  the  said  Respondents 
previous  to  the  date  of  said  Petition.  And  said  Trustees  shall  be  sworn  to  a  faith- 
ful discharge  of  their  duty  in  the  premises;  and  shall  have  power  and  authority 
to  examine  said  insolvent  debtor  upon  oath  touching  his  estate,  and  to  Receive 
all  his  Property  and  Effects.  And  upon  said  insolvent  debtors  complying  with 
the  Requirements  of  this  Resolve,  said  Trustees  shall  make  and  deliver  a  certif- 
icate thereof  to  said  Insolvent  debtor;  and  such  certificate  or  an  authenticated 
copy  thereof  in  case  said  insolvent  debtor  shall  cause  said  certificate  to  be  Re- 
corded in  the  Records  of  this  State,  shall  be  sufficient  evidence  in  all  courts  of 
Law  and  Equity  that  he  has  complied  with  the  Requirements  of  this  Resolve. 

And  the  said  Trustees  are  hereby  directed  as  soon  as  may  be  after  said  as- 
signment and  delivery  of  said  Estate  to  them  as  aforesaid  to  give  notice  to  the 
creditors  of  said  insolvent  debtor  by  advertizing  for  three  successive  weeks  in 
some  Public  newspaper  printed  at  New  Haven  to  meet  at  such  time  and  place  as 
said  Trustees  shall  appoint  for  the  purpose  of  proving  their  several  debts  and 


35.  See  above,  p.  75. 
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demands  which  claims  shall  be  adjusted  by  the  Trustees  aforesaid.  And  said 
Trustees  after  deducting  their  Reasonable  Fees  and  Expences,  shall  distribute 
and  pay  over  the  Residue  of  said  insolvent  debtors  Estate,  or  the  avails  thereof 
to  and  among  his  creditors  who  shall  have  proved  their  debts  as  aforesaid.  And 
the  said  Trustees  shall  have  full  power  and  authority  in  their  own  names  to 
commence  and  prosecute  to  final  judgment  any  suit  or  suits  for  the  Recovery  of 
any  debts  or  demands  due  or  owing  to  said  insolvent  debtor  either  at  Law  or  in 
Equity:  And  the  Person  of  said  insolvent  debtor  is  hereby  protected  from  arrest 
and  imprisonment  for  any  debt  owing  to  said  creditors  or  contracted  at  the  date 
of  said  Petition  until  said  first  Monday  of  January  next. 

Upon  the  Petition  of  Peter  Sherman  of  Litchfield  against  his  creditors,  shewing 
to  this  Assembly,  that  by  Reason  of  sundry  losses  and  misfortunes  he  has  become 
unable  to  pay  his  just  debts,  and  praying  to  be  discharged  therefrom  as  per  Petition 
on  file,  dated  the  eleventh  day  of  September  1815,  which  Petition  was  Brought  to 
the  session  of  this  Assembly  in  October  1815  and  by  continuance  came  to  this  ses- 
sion and  the  Petitioner  appeared  and  was  heard  with  his  evidence  and  Exhibits, 
and  this  Assembly  do  find  the  Facts  stated  in  said  Petition  to  be  true  and  grant  the 
prayer  thereof,  so  far  as  to  liberate  the  Body  of  the  Petitioner:36 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  That  upon  the  said  Peter  Sherman's  assigning, 
conveying  and  delivering  up  on  oath  on  or  Before  the  First  Monday  of  January 
next  all  his  estate  Both  Real  and  Personal  and  all  his  credits  and  Effects  what- 
soever, except  such  Estate  as  is  by  law  exempted  from  Execution  to  Phinehas 
Miner  and  William  Buell  of  Litchfield  who  are  hereby  appointed  Trustees  to 
Receive  sd.  estate  for  the  Benefit  of  the  creditors  of  the  said  insolvent  debtor  or 
if  said  insolvent  debtor  shall  have  no  estate  except  such  as  is  exempted  from 
Execution  and  shall  make  oath  thereof  before  said  Trustees  on  or  before  said 
first  Monday  in  January  next,  the  Person  of  said  insolvent  debtor  shall  be  and 
hereby  is  protected  from  all  liability  from  arrest  or  civil  Process  for  or  on  ac- 
count of  any  debts  by  him  contracted  with  or  due  to  the  said  Respondents 
previous  to  the  date  of  said  Petition.  And  said  Trustees  shall  be  sworn  to  a  faith- 
ful discharge  of  their  duty  in  the  Premises  and  shall  have  Power  and  authority 
to  examine  said  insolvent  debtor  upon  oath  touching  his  Estate  and  to  Receive 
all  his  Property  and  Effects,  and  upon  said  insolvent  debtors  complying  with 
the  Requirements  of  this  Resolve,  said  Trustees  shall  make  and  deliver  a  certif- 
icate thereof  to  said  insolvent  Debtor,  and  such  certificate,  or  an  authenticated 
copy  thereof,  in  case  said  insolvent  debtor  shall  cause  said  certificate  to  be  Re- 
corded in  the  Records  of  this  State,  shall  be  sufficient  Evidence  in  all  courts  of 
Law  and  Equity,  that  he  has  complied  with  the  Requirements  of  this  Resolve, 
and  the  said  Trustees  are  directed  as  soon  as  may  be  after  said  assignment  and 
delivery  of  said  Estate  to  them  as  aforesaid  to  Give  notice  to  the  creditors  of 


36.  See  above,  pp.  75-76. 
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said  insolvent  debtor  by  advertising  for  three  successive  weeks  in  some  Public 
News  Paper  printed  at  Hartford  to  meet  at  such  time  and  place  as  said  Trustees 
shall  appoint  for  the  purpose  of  proving  their  several  debts  and  demands  which 
claims  shall  be  adjusted  by  the  Trustees  aforesaid.  And  said  Trustees  after  de- 
ducting their  Reasonable  Fees  and  Expences  shall  distribute  and  pay  over  the 
Residue  of  said  Insolvent  debtors  Estate  or  the  avails  thereof  to  and  among  his 
creditors  who  shall  have  proved  their  debts  as  aforesaid.  And  the  said  trustees 
shall  have  full  power  and  authority  in  their  own  names  to  commence  and  prose- 
cute to  final  judgment  any  suit  or  suits  for  the  recovery  of  any  debts  or  demands 
due  or  owing  to  said  insolvent  debtor  either  at  Law  or  in  Equity:  And  the 
Person  of  said  Insolvent  debtor  is  hereby  protected  from  arrest  and  imprison- 
ment for  any  debt  owing  to  said  creditors,  or  contracted  at  the  date  of  said 
Petition  until  the  first  Monday  of  January  next. 

Upon  the  Petition  of  Jesse  Minor  and  others  inhabitants  of  the  town  of 
Woodbury  in  the  County  of  Litchfield,  shewing  to  this  Assembly  that  unhappy 
dissentions  have  long  prevailed  in  the  First  Ecclesiastical  Society  in  said  Town 
Relative  to  the  location  of  the  old  Meeting  House  in  said  society.  That  the  Peti- 
tioners by  voluntary  subscription  have  lately  erected  a  large  and  convenient 
meeting  House  near  the  centre  of  said  town  and  society  at  a  place  that  was  des- 
ignated in  the  year  1795  by  a  judicious  and  disinterested  committee  appointed 
by  said  society.  That  the  Petitioners  are  able  and  willing  to  support  the  Gospel 
ministry  and  the  Regular  administration  of  divine  ordinances,  and  praying  this 
Assembly  to  incorporate  them  and  their  associates  into  an  ecclesiastical  soci- 
ety, by  the  name  of  the  Strict  Congregational  Society  of  Woodbury,  to  extend 
over  said  town,  as  by  Petition  on  file  dated  September  12th  1816  may  appear, 
which  Petition  was  duly  served  on  said  society  and  Returned  and  the  Respon- 
dents having  been  three  times  publicly  called  made  default  of  appearance.  On 
enquiry  this  Assembly  do  find  that  the  allegations  in  said  Petition  are  true,37 


37.  The  present  action  was  the  outcome  of  years  of  controversy  over  the  location  of  meeting 
houses  in  Woodbury:  for  the  background  and  the  Assembly's  most  recent  actions  on  the  matter,  see 
S.R.,  XVII,  1 10-11,  1  lOn,  230-32,  231n.  The  lengthy  petition,  summarized  here,  can  be  found  in 
Archives,  Ecclesiastical  Affairs,  Ser.  2,  V,  24.  In  it,  the  petitioners  emphasized  the  long-term  shift 
of  population  toward  the  northern  part  of  the  town,  stated  that  a  new  meeting  house  had  not  been 
erected  at  the  location  approved  by  the  Assembly  in  October  1814,  and  noted  that  about  ninety 
members  had  certified  out  of  the  established  eccesiastical  society;  the  petitioners  also  observed  that 
they  had  "nearly  compleated"  their  new  meeting  house.  Although  the  controversy  was  largely  the 
result  of  discontent  on  the  part  of  inhabitants  of  the  northern  part  of  Woodbury,  theological 
differences  were  also  involved.  Hence,  rather  than  making  a  geographical  division,  the  Assembly 
created  a  second  ecclesiastical  society,  co-extensive  with  the  town  like  the  first  one,  and  gave 
inhabitants  the  option  of  which  to  join;  soon  north  and  south  meeting  houses  were  operating.  See 
Cothren,  Ancient  Woodbury,  I,  309-14,  for  a  general  account  of  the  controversy,  and  Stat.  Conn., 
1808,  p.  632,  for  the  section  of  the  act  on  societies  referenced  below. 
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Whereupon  it  is  Resolved  By  this  Assembly  that  the  Petitioners  and  their  as- 
sociates be  and  they  are  hereby  incorporated  into  a  distinct  ecclesiastical 
society  by  the  name  of  Strict  Congregational  Society  of  the  Town  of 
Woodbury,  and  that  the  limits  of  said  society  shall  be  and  Remain  coextensive 
with  the  limits  of  said  town  of  Woodbury,  and  that  said  society  shall  have  and 
enjoy  all  the  privileges  and  immunities  of  the  Regular,  located  and  incorpo- 
rated ecclesiastical  societies  of  this  State,  and  whereas  said  society  has  the 
same  limits  and  boundaries  as  said  First  Ecclesiastical  Society,  the  members 
belonging  to  said  Strict  Congregational  Society  shall  be  designated  by  enroll- 
ing their  names  with  the  clerk  of  the  society  to  which  they  Belong,  and  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  clerks  of  such  society  to  enrol  the  same  accordingly.  And  the 
Inhabitants  of  said  town  and  those  who  may  hereafter  become  inhabitants 
thereof  or  Residents  therein  may  elect  to  which  of  said  societies,  he,  she  or  they 
will  belong  agreeable  to  the  Provisions  of  the  thirteenth  section  of  the  act  enti- 
tled an  Act  for  forming,  ordering  and  Regulating  societies. 

And  any  of  the  members  of  the  Respective  societies,  shall  have  liberty  at 
any  time  hereafter  within  the  month  of  March  annually  to  leave  the  society  to 
which  he  or  she  may  then  Belong  and  attach  him  or  herself  to  and  become  a 
member  of  the  other  society  by  enrolling  his  or  her  name  as  aforesaid  with  the 
clerk  of  the  society  to  which  he  or  she  may  attach  him  or  herself,  and  shall 
thereupon  be  exempt  from  being  taxed  for  the  future  Expences  of  the  society 
which  he  or  she  may  have  so  left  as  aforesaid. 

And  said  Strict  Congregational  Society  are  hereby  authorised,  empowered 
and  directed  to  meet  at  some  convenient  time  and  place  within  the  limits  of  said 
society  to  organize  themselves  and  chuse  officers  for  said  society  for  the  cur- 
rent year;  The  inhabitants  of  said  society  to  meet  for  the  purpose  aforesaid  in 
pursuance  of  a  notification  or  warning  to  be  given  under  the  Hands  of  Jesse 
Minor,  Benjamin  Judson,  and  Reuben  Martin  or  either  two  of  them  to  be  posted 
in  two  public  places  within  the  Limits  of  said  society  at  least  five  days  previous 
to  such  meeting. 

Upon  the  Petition  of  Hezekiah  Gold  of  Cornwall  in  the  County  of  Litch- 
field, shewing  to  this  Assembly,  that  there  are  in  the  said  town  of  Cornwall  two 
incorporated  ecclesiastical  societies  within  the  same  local  limits  known  and 
called  by  the  name  of  the  First  and  Second  Society.  That  the  Petitioner  belongs 
to  the  First  Society,  that  his  local  situation  in  said  town  is  such  that  it  is  very  in- 
convenient for  him  to  attend  Public  worship  at  the  usual  place  of  Public 
worship  in  said  first  Society,  and  praying  this  Assembly  that  he  may  be  set  off 
and  annexed  to  said  Second  Society  as  Per  Petition  on  file  dated  the  twenty 
third  day  of  September  1816  may  more  fully  appear,  which  Petition  was  duly 
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served  on  said  first  Society,  and  Returned  and  the  Parties  appeared  and  were 
fully  heard  with  their  Evidence  and  Exhibits,  and  this  Assembly  having  found 
the  allegations  in  said  Petition  to  be  true  it  is  thereupon38 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  the  said  Hezekiah  Gold  be  and  he  is  hereby 
set  off  from  said  first  Society  and  annexed  to  said  Second  Society  and  is  hereby 
exempted  from  being  taxed  by  said  First  Society  for  the  support  of  the  worship 
and  ministry  or  any  of  the  Expences  of  said  First  Society. 

Upon  the  Memorial  of  Benjamin  Hart,  Jonathan  Todd  and  others,  praying 
this  Assembly  to  incorporate  them  and  their  associates  into  a  Body  Politic  with 
powers  to  enable  them  to  manage  a  ministerial  Fund  in  East  Guilford  as  by  Me- 
morial on  file:39 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  Benjamin  Hart,  Jonathan  Todd,  Timothy 
Dudley,  Timothy  Graves  and  Nathan  Bushnel  and  such  others  as  now  are  or 
may  Become  subscribers  to  said  Fund  be  and  the  same  are  hereby  constituted  a 
Body  Politic  by  the  name  of  the  subscribers  to  the  Fund  in  East  Guilford  who 
shall  have  power  to  sue  and  be  sued  by  said  name  and  who  may  take  notes  and 
hold  Real  and  personal  Estate  to  an  amount  not  exceeding  Fifteen  Thousand 
Dollars,  the  Principal  of  which  is  to  be  and  Remain  a  permanent  Fund,  the  in- 
terest of  which  is  to  be  applied  as  is  herein  afterwards  provided,  which  Fund  is 
to  be  Raised  from  the  voluntary  subscriptions  of  the  donors  already  obtained 
and  to  be  obtained  hereafter. 

The  management  of  said  Funds  shall  be  in  the  Hands  of  Five  Trustees  to  be 
chosen  by  the  subscribers  to  the  Fund  on  legal  warning  given  for  that  purpose 
by  a  warrant  from  under  the  hand  of  any  magistrate  giving  at  least  Five  days 
notice  of  the  time  and  place  of  meeting  which  Board  of  Trustees  shall  after  due 
notice  given  to  the  subscribers  to  the  Fund,  fill  all  vacancies  in  their  Board  by  a 
choice  to  be  made  by  Bal[l]ot,  have  power  to  appoint  a  clerk  and  Treasurer  who 
shall  keep  an  accurate  account  of  their  doings,  which  Board  of  Trustees  shall 
have  powers  to  manage  all  the  money  concerns  of  said  corporation  and  shall 
keep  the  money  subscribed  and  to  be  subscribed  out  at  interest  till  the  Principal 
and  interest  shall  amount  to  the  sum  of  Ten  Thousand  dollars,  after  which  said 
Board  of  Trustees  shall  apply  the  interest  of  said  sum  or  so  much  thereof  as 


38.  In  his  petition,  Gold  stated  that  he  resided  in  the  north  part  of  town,  closer  to  the  place  of 
worship  in  the  second  society  than  to  that  in  the  first.  He  and  his  wife,  he  stated,  had  joined  the 
second  society,  but  the  first  society  had  refused  to  allow  him  to  withdraw  from  membership  and  the 
consequent  payment  of  taxes.  Archives,  Ecclesiastical  Affairs,  Ser.  2, 1,  157. 

39.  In  their  petition,  dated  October  25,  1816,  the  memorialists,  members  of  the  ecclesiastical 
society  in  East  Guilford,  stated  that  they  had  raised  $1 ,000  by  subscription  to  support  the  preaching 
of  the  Gospel.  Archives,  Ecclesiastical  Affairs,  Ser.  2,  II,  83. 
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may  be  necessary  to  the  support  of  the  Gospel  ministry  in  the  Second  Society 
in  Guilford,  but  the  capital  is  never  to  be  Reduced  below  said  sum. 

The  minister  to  whose  support  such  interest  shall  be  applied  shall  be  a  Con- 
gregational minister  approved  by  the  association  in  the  Eastern  District  in  New 
Haven  County  and  only  so  long  as  he  is  in  good  standing  with  the  association 
and  the  church  and  society  over  which  he  is  Pastor,  and  the  interest  of  the  ten 
thousand  dollars  shall  never  be  appropriated  to  any  other  object.  Should  the 
capital  sum  exceed  ten  thousand  dollars  in  that  case  it  shall  be  lawful  for  said 
Board  of  Trustees  to  apply  the  interest  on  the  Excess  to  the  purchase  of  a  minis- 
terial Library,  to  be  selected  by  the  minister  of  the  parish,  the  property  of  which 
Library  shall  belong  to  said  corporation,  but  the  care  exclusively  to  the  minis- 
ter. No  person  shall  be  eligible  to  the  office  of  Trustee  unless  he  lives  within  the 
limits  of  said  Second  Ecclesiastical  Society  in  Guilford  and  is  a  member  in  said 
society  and  possesses  a  freehold  Estate  sufficient  to  make  him  a  Freeman  and 
the  office  of  Trustee  shall  become  vacant  whenever  any  trustee  shall  remove 
without  the  limits  of  the  society  or  embrace  any  other  from  of  worship,  The 
Trustees  shall  give  Bonds  with  surety  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  society  for  a  faith- 
ful performance  of  their  duties,  which  Bond  shall  be  taken  from  each  Trustee 
seperately.  And  the  trustees  shall  vest  the  funds  or  such  part  thereof  as  they  may 
deem  expedient  in  Bank  stock  at  such  time  and  in  such  Banks  of  this  State  as  they 
may  deem  most  expedient  and  for  all  money  loaned,  the  Trustees  shall  take  mort- 
gage security  on  land  to  double  the  amount  loaned,  or  two  good  and  sufficient 
Bondsmen.  And  said  corporation  shall  have  power  to  make  by  themselves  or 
Trustees  all  such  Rules  and  Regulations  as  are  or  may  be  necessary  for  the  good 
management  of  said  Fund  and  Library  not  inconsistent  with  the  Laws  of  this  State. 

Upon  the  Memorial  of  the  Marlborough  Manufacturing  Company  shewing  to 
this  Assembly,  that  at  their  special  session  holden  at  Hartford  on  the  Fourth 
Wednesday  of  January  A.D.  1 8 15  the  said  company  were  incorporated  for  the  pur- 
pose of  manufacturing  cloths  and  other  Fabrics  of  cotton  and  wool,  and  were  by 
said  act  of  incorporation  empowered  to  have  a  capital  stock  not  exceeding  seventy 
five  thousand  dollars  to  be  divided  into  shares  of  Five  Hundred  dollars  each  and  to 
commence  Business  under  said  act  of  incorporation  as  soon  as  thirty  Five  shares 
should  be  subscribed  for,  that  Fifty  two  shares  of  capital  stock  having  been  sub- 
scribed for,  the  said  corporation  established  a  manufactory  of  cotton  and  woollen 
cloths  in  Marlborough  in  Hartford  County,  consisting  in  addition  to  the  necessary 
Buildings  of  various  and  expensive  machinery  which  they  put  and  for  a  consider- 
able time  kept  in  operation,  but  that  causes  beyond  their  controul  and  which  have 
operated  to  depress  similar  Establishments  in  the  United  States  produced  an  em- 
barrassment in  the  affairs  of  said  corporation  and  involved  them  in  debt  to  an 
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amount  far  exceeding  the  value  of  their  corporate  property,  that  by  the  said  act  of 
incorporation  it  was  Resolved,  that  for  all  debts,  which  might  at  any  time  be  due 
from  said  company,  the  stockholders  should  be  Responsible  in  their  private  capac- 
ities, provided  the  said  corporation  should  become  insolvent,  or  the  property  and 
estate  of  the  said  corporation  could  not  be  found  and  not  otherwise,  that  the  said 
corporation  is  now  in  fact  insolvent  and  indebted  to  a  large  amount,  for  the  pay- 
ment of  which,  no  property  or  estate  whatsoever  of  the  said  corporation  can  be 
found  or  exists,  that  the  private  property  of  the  stockholders  is  abundantly  ade- 
quate to  the  Payment  of  all  the  said  corporate  debts,  but  that  the  memorialists  are 
not  by  the  said  act  of  incorporation,  empowered  to  compel  the  said  stockholders 
for  that  purpose  to  create  a  joint  Fund  from  their  private  Property  or  to  contribute 
anything  whatever,  beyond  the  amount  of  their  Respective  shares  of  the  said  capi- 
tal stock,  that  the  present  situation  of  their  affairs  is  injurious  to  their  creditors  and 
unreasonably  destructive  to  their  own  interests  &c.  &c,  praying  that  without  im- 
pairing the  Responsibility  to  which  their  Private  Property  is  at  present  subject,  that 
this  Assembly  would  grant  to  them  the  power  of  assessing  on  the  stockholders  of 
the  said  corporation  in  proportion  to  their  number  of  shares  Respectively  such 
sums  as  shall  be  found  necessary  to  pay  and  discharge  all  the  just  debts  of  the  said 
corporation,  or  in  some  other  mode  to  grant  Relief,  as  By  memorial  on  file  dated 
the  eighth  day  of  October  A.D.  1816  may  more  fully  appear:40 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  the  said  Marlborough  Manufacturing  Company 
shall  have  the  Power  of  assessing  the  stockholders  of  the  said  corporation  in  propor- 
tion to  their  number  of  shares  Respectively  such  sums  as  shall  be  found  necessary  to 
pay  and  discharge  all  the  just  debts  of  the  said  corporation,  giving  such  notice 
thereof  as  the  By-laws  and  Regulations  of  said  company  shall  prescribe;  and  in  case 
any  stockholder  or  stockholders  shall  Refuse  or  neglect  payment  of  such  assessment 
for  thirty  days  after  the  same  shall  have  become  due  and  payable  and  after  he,  she  or 
they  shall  have  been  notified  thereof  such  negligent  stockholder  or  stockholders 
shall  forfeit  to  said  company  all  his,  her  or  their  Previous  Right  and  interest  whatever 
in  said  company.  And  the  said  corporation  on  the  Refusal  or  neglect  as  aforesaid  of 
any  stockholder  to  pay  said  assessment  are  empowered  to  Bring  any  proper  action 
for  the  Recovery  of  the  same. 

Upon  the  Petition  of  the  Centre  district  of  the  town  of  Windham,  praying  for 
liberty  for  Reasons  therein  stated,  to  publish  their  By  laws  in  a  News  Paper 


40.  For  the  1 8 1 5  incorporation  of  this  firm,  see  S.  R.,  XVII,  288-90, 288n.  The  full  petition  can  be 
found  in  Archives,  Industry,  Ser.  2, 1, 148;  it  does  not  elaborate  on  the  "causes  beyond  their  controul," 
but  they  were  no  doubt  related  to  the  straitened  circumstances  for  domestic  manufacturers  caused  by 
the  resumption  of  British  imports  after  the  War  of  1812. 
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printed  at  New  London,  instead  of  one  published  in  their  district  as  is  provided 
in  their  charter:41 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  said  Centre  district  be,  and  they  hereby  are 
authorised  and  directed  to  publish  their  By  laws  hereafter  to  be  enacted,  three 
weeks  successively  in  a  News  Paper  printed  at  New  London,  when  there  is  no 
newspaper  printed  in  said  district,  and  such  Publication  shall  be  as  effectual  as 
though  they  were  published  in  a  newspaper  printed  in  said  district. 

Upon  the  Petition  of  Levi  B.  Grinnel  and  others  children  and  heirs  at  Law  of 
Barber  Grinnel  late  of  Killingworth  in  Middlesex  County,  deceased,  shewing 
to  this  Assembly,  that  William  Barber  formerly  of  said  Killingworth  in  and  by 
his  last  will  and  testament  duly  made  in  the  year  1730,  and  afterwards  proved 
and  approved,  devised  his  Real  Estate  as  described  in  said  Petition  to  the  said 
Barber  Grinnel  for  life  and  afterwards  to  his  Right  male  heir  of  the  Christian 
name  of  Barber  forever  and  in  case  of  failure  of  such  male  Heir  bearing  such 
Christian  name  then  to  George  Barber  of  England[;]  that  said  Barber  died  in 
the  year  1815  leaving  the  Persons  named  in  said  Petition  his  only  children  in 
possession  of  said  Estate,  shewing  also  that  By  law  the  said  devise  over  to  the 
Right  male  Heir  of  said  Barber  Grinnel  is  void  as  being  formed  on  too  Remote 
a  contingency,  and  that  said  estate  by  said  will  would  go  to  the  said  George 
Barber  or  to  his  heirs  who  are  aliens  and  that  the  said  estate  may  therefore 
Escheat  to  this  State  as  aliens  cannot  by  law  hold  Real  Estate,  praying  that  the 
General  Assembly  would  Relinquish  all  their  Right  and  title  therein  to  the  chil- 
dren aforesaid  as  By  Petition  may  more  fully  appear,  the  Facts  being  shewn: 

Resolved  By  this  Assembly,  that  this  State  doth  Relinquish  all  the  Right,  title 
and  interest  in  and  to  said  described  Property  to  the  children  of  said  Barber 
Grinnel  who  may  hold  the  same  as  if  it  had  descended  to  them  from  their  Father 
Barber  Grinnel  as  an  estate  holden  By  him  in  Fee; 

Provided  always  that  this  act  shall  not  operate  to  prejudice  the  legal 
Rights  of  any  person.  Provided  also  that  this  grant  may  at  the  pleasure  of  the 
General  Assembly  be  altered  or  Revoked  in  favor  of  any  alien  or  other 
person  or  persons  who  may  make  out  any  legal  or  equitable  Right  to  any 
part  or  the  whole  of  said  Property. 

Upon  the  Memorial  of  John  Bell  Junr.  and  John  Waterbury  4th  both  of 
Stamford  in  the  County  of  Fairfield,  shewing  to  this  Assembly  that  they  have 


41.  For  the  May  1814  incorporation  of  the  district,  see  S.  /?.,  XVII,  103-6,  103n.  The  petition, 
presented  by  agent  Samuel  Perkins,  stated  that  the  newspaper  in  the  district  had  been  discontinued. 
Archives,  Towns  and  Lands,  Ser.  2,  V,  117. 
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Received  a  deed  from  the  selectmen  of  sd.  Stamford  leasing  to  them,  their 
Heirs,  Executors,  administrators  and  assigns  a  water  Lot  lying  on  the  Harbour 
in  said  Stamford  at  a  place  called  Clocks  Landing  for  the  term  of  ninety  nine 
years,  Bounded  as  follows  (to  wit)  beginning  at  the  northwest  corner  of  Jesse 
Sellecks  store  and  running  from  thence  as  the  channel  Runs  to  the  sluice  way 
through  the  causeway  leading  from  the  Road  to  the  House  where  Selleck  Jones 
now  lives,  thence  along  the  south  side  of  said  causeway  to  the  Highway,  thence 
along  said  Highway  till  it  comes  opposite  to  the  North  End  of  said  store,  thence 
to  the  place  of  Beginning,  which  deed  is  dated  September  16th  1816,  and  also 
Representing  that  the  same  is  common  and  vacant  land  in  said  town  and  that 
for  more  than  Fifty  years  the  proprietors  of  said  common  lands  have  not  been 
known  or  existed  as  a  corporation  and  that  they  have  had  no  offices  on  Record, 
that  the  only  mode  of  conveying  the  vacant  and  common  lands  in  said  town 
hath  been  by  vote  of  the  Town  in  Town  meetings,  and  that  the  said  selectmen 
were  in  that  way  authorised  to  make  said  deed  by  a  vote  Passed  November  28th 
1814  which  vote  is  shewn  here  and  praying  that  the  Memorialists  may  be  qui- 
eted and  confirmed  in  their  title  to  the  Premises,  as  by  said  Memorial  on  File, 
dated  Oct.  7  1816: 

Resolved  By  this  Assembly,  That  the  said  deed  of  selectmen  be,  and  the  same 
is  hereby  declared  to  be  good  and  effectual  for  vesting  in  the  memorialists, 
their  Heirs,  Executors,  administrators  and  assigns,  the  Right  and  title  of  said 
town  and  of  the  Proprietors  of  the  common  and  undivided  lands  in  said  town  in 
the  Premises,  during  the  term  therein  mentioned,  Provided  nevertheless,  that 
this  Resolve  shall  not  in  any  way  or  manner  impair  or  affect,  the  Right  which 
any  individuals  have  or  may  have  or  claim  in  or  to  the  Premises,  or  the  Right  of 
any  corporation  other  than  the  said  town  and  the  Proprietors  of  the  common 
and  undivided  lands  therein. 

Whereas  the  First  Ecclesiastical  Society  of  the  town  of  Plainfield  in 
Windham  County  by  their  agent  George  Middleton  brought  their  Petition  to 
the  General  Assembly  now  in  session,  shewing  that  the  said  First  Society  in 
Plainfield  in  the  year  1783  purchased  a  Lot  of  land  whereon  to  erect  a  Meeting 
House  near  the  centre  of  said  society  and  applied  to  the  County  Court  for  the 
County  of  Windham  to  establish  said  Place  for  that  Purpose,  and  that  said 
county  court  did  By  judgment  thereof  establish  the  same,  and  the  Petitioners 
say  that  By  the  storm  in  September  1815  said  meeting  House  was  Blown  down 
and  destroyed  and  that  said  society  did  at  a  legal  meeting  held  on  the  second 
Monday  in  November  1815  unanimously  vote  to  Rebuild  said  meeting  House 
as  the  same  place  so  fixed  by  the  county  court  aforesaid  and  on  the  sixth  day  of 
December  following  said  society  in  Legal  meeting  did  by  vote  appoint  a 
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Building  committee  with  powers  to  proceed  and  contract  for  the  Building  of 
said  House,  also  did  authorise  said  committee  to  Raise  the  sum  of  Five  Hun- 
dred dollars  on  the  credit  of  said  society,  also  at  a  subsequent  meeting  said 
society  did  authorise  and  empower  the  Treasurer  to  Raise  the  Farther  sum  of 
one  thousand  dollars  for  and  on  the  credit  of  said  society  which  said  sums  were 
so  Raised  and  expended  by  said  Building  committee  in  erecting  a  meeting 
House  agreeable  to  the  votes  of  said  society,  and  that  it  did  not  occur  to  said  so- 
ciety under  these  circumstances,  that  the  statute  made  it  necessary  to  apply  to 
the  county  court  in  said  county  to  fix  the  place  of  Rebuilding,  as  the  same  place 
had  Been  once  established,  and  that  the  limits  of  said  society  had  not  been  al- 
tered and  as  no  objection  has  ever  been  made  to  said  place  &c.  praying  that  this 
Assembly  would  Remit  to  them  the  Penalty  incurred  By  said  omission,  and  to 
confirm  the  acts  of  said  society  unanimously  fixing  the  spot  on  which  said 
meeting  House  is  erected,  and  all  other  acts  of  said  society  in  pursuance  as  per 
Petition  on  file  dated  the  29th  day  of  October  1816:42 

Resolved  By  this  Assembly,  that  the  penalty  incurred  by  the  aforesaid  first 
Society  in  Plainfield,  thereof  by  the  aforesaid  omission,  be  Remitted  to  said  so- 
ciety and  that  the  act  of  said  society  in  Fixing  a  place  and  erecting  a  meeting 
House  and  proceedings  in  Building  the  same  and  all  other  acts  of  said  society 
in  pursuance  thereof  are,  and  they  are  hereby  established,  and  made  as  valid  in 
law,  as  if  the  County  Court  for  Windham  County  had  by  judgment  fixed  the 
place  whereon  said  Meeting  House  has  been  erected  as  the  Law  Requires. 

Upon  the  Petition  of  Jonathan  May  of  Woodstock,  guardian  of  A.  Waldo 
Tucker,  a  minor  of  said  Woodstock,  shewing  to  this  Assembly  that  said  May 
and  Samuel  J.  Hitchcock  of  New  Haven  had  incurred  the  penalty  of  two  Hun- 
dred dollars  by  forfeiting  their  Bond  given  to  the  treasurer  of  this  State  for  said 
sum  conditioned  for  the  appearance  of  said  Tucker  before  the  Superior  Court 
for  the  County  of  New  Haven  at  their  session  in  January  A.D.  1816  to  answer 
to  the  charge  of  Forgery,  and  praying  that  said  Bond  might  be  chancered  down 
to  the  actual  expence  incurred  by  the  State  in  the  Prosecution  of  said  Tucker,  or 
that  the  collection  of  said  Bond  might  be  delayed,  as  Per  Petition  on  file: 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  be  and  he  hereby 
is  directed  to  delay  the  collection  of  said  Bond  for  the  term  of  two  years  from 
and  after  the  Rising  of  this  Assembly. 


42.  Ecclesiastical  societies  were  required  by  law  to  apply  to  the  county  court  to  fix  the  place  to 
build  a  meeting  house;  rebuilding  was  not  specifically  mentioned  in  the  basic  title:  Stat.  Conn.,  1808, 
pp.  493-94.  The  society's  petition,  well  summarized  here,  can  be  found  in  Archives,  Ecclesiastical 
Affairs,  Ser.  2,  IV,  9;  the  society  had  previously  been  granted  a  lottery  to  raise  funds  to  rebuild  the 
meeting  house  after  the  1815  storm:  see  above,  pp.  57-58,  58n,  and  the  references  there. 


1816  OF  CONNECTICUT  133 

Upon  the  Petition  of  the  selectmen  of  the  town  of  Coventry  in  the  County  of 
Tolland,  shewing  to  this  Assembly  that  Doct.  John  Larobee  formerly  of  said 
town  of  Coventry  deceased,  died,  possessed  of  about  Fifty  acres  of  Land  lying 
in  said  town,  and  that  he  left  two  minor  children,  supposed  to  be  in  the  town  of 
Miflinburgh  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  by  the  names  of  Bounaparte  and  Jo- 
sephine Lorabee,  and  that  they  are  the  only  heirs  and  Legal  Representatives  of 
said  deceased,  and  shewing  that  said  Land  is  in  a  Ruinous  and  decaying  situa- 
tion and  that  there  is  no  person  empowered  to  take  care  and  manage  the  same  in 
Behalf  of  said  minors,  praying  that  this  Assembly  would  appoint  some  meet 
person  to  take  care  and  manage  or  sell  said  land,  under  the  direction  of  the 
Court  of  Probate  of  the  district  of  Hebron  to  whom  he  should  at  all  times  be  ac- 
countable for  said  Property  for  the  Benefit  of  said  Heirs  when  they  should 
arrive  at  the  age  of  twenty  one  years,  as  Per  Petition  on  file: 

Resolved  By  this  Assembly,  that  Benjamin  Davenport  of  said  Coventry  be 
appointed  to  take  charge  of  said  Lands,  to  manage  and  oversee  the  same,  under 
the  direction  of  the  Judge  of  the  court  of  probate  aforesaid,  to  whom  he  shall  at 
all  times  be  accountable  and  that  said  court  of  probate  be  empowered  at  any 
time  to  displace  said  overseer  and  appoint  any  other  suitable  Person  in  his 
stead,  as  he  shall  judge  it  expedient,  the  said  Dapenport  [sic]  and  any  other 
person  having  charge  of  said  Land,  first  giving  Bond,  with  surety  to  the  accep- 
tance of  said  Judge,  for  a  faithful  discharge  of  the  trust. 

Upon  the  Petition  of  David  Coit  of  New  London  in  the  County  of  New 
London,  shewing  to  this  Assembly  that  he  is  Trustee  of  a  certain  undivided 
estate,  consisting  of  an  House  and  Garden  situated  in  Groton  devised  By 
Ebenezer  Ledyard  Esquire  late  of  Groton  deceased  and  Belonging  to  Henry  G. 
Ledyard  now  of  New  London,  that  said  Henry  G.  Ledyard  is  an  ideot  and  in- 
competent to  the  management  of  his  estate  and  that  said  Henry  G.  Ledyard  is  in 
debt  without  any  estate  to  satisfy  said  debts  except  by  the  avails  of  said  Real 
Estate,  as  by  said  Petition  on  file  may  appear: 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly  that  Elijah  Baily  be  and  he  is  hereby  authorised 
to  sell  and  convey  all  the  interest  of  said  Henry  G.  Ledyard  in  said  House  and 
premises  situated  in  said  Groton  and  to  give  good  and  authentic  deed  for  the 
conveyance  of  the  same,  he  the  said  Baily  first  giving  Bonds  to  the  acceptance 
of  the  Judge  of  Probate  for  Stonington  district,  that  he  the  said  Baily  will  invest 
the  avails  of  said  Land  on  mortgage  security  for  the  Benefit  of  said  Henry  G. 
Ledyard,  after  first  applying  what  may  be  necessary  to  satisfy  the  debts  that 
may  be  due  from  said  Henry  G.  Ledyard. 

Upon  the  Memorial  of  Samuel  Perkins  of  Windham  in  Windham  County,  con- 
servator of  the  Person  and  estate  of  James  Fitch  of  said  Windham,  praying  for 
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liberty  for  Reasons  therein  mentioned,  to  sell  the  Real  Estate  of  said  Fitch,  consist- 
ing of  about  ten  acres  of  land  lying  in  said  Windham  as  Per  Petition  on  file: 

Resolved  By  this  Assembly,  that  the  Memorialist  be  and  he  is  hereby  authorised 
and  empowered  to  make  sale  of  said  Land  and  make  legal  conveyance  thereof,  and 
apply  the  avails  thereof  to  the  support  of  said  Fitch  and  account  for  the  same  under 
the  direction  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  for  the  County  of  Windham. 

Upon  the  Memorial  of  Peter  Pixlee  of  Stratford  in  Fairfield  County  Guard- 
ian to  William  D.  Hubbell  of  said  Stratford,  a  minor  of  the  age  of  eighteen 
years,  shewing  to  this  Assembly,  that  the  said  minor  is  owner  of  a  wharf  and 
store  in  the  borough  of  Bridgeport  in  said  Stratford  of  the  value  of  about  eigh- 
teen Hundred  dollars,  much  out  of  Repair  and  going  Rapidly  to  decay,  which  is 
the  only  property  of  said  minor  and  which  descended  to  him  from  his  Father 
Ezra  Hubbell  deceased,  and  that  said  Guardian  hath  advanced  for  the  education 
and  support  of  said  minor  the  sum  of  nine  Hundred  fifty  seven  dollars  and 
eighty  eight  cents  which  is  now  due  to  said  Guardian,  and  praying  this  Assem- 
bly to  authorise  the  sale  of  said  wharf  and  store  and  of  the  avails,  to  satisfy  said 
sum  of  $957.88  and  the  Residue  place  at  interest  to  account  with  said  minor 
therefor  when  he  shall  arrive  at  the  age  of  twenty  one  years  under  the  direction 
of  the  Judge  of  Probate  for  Stratford  district: 

Resolved  By  this  Assembly,  that  the  said  Peter  Pixlee  be  authorised  and  au- 
thority is  hereby  given  him  the  said  Peter  Pixlee  by  the  advice  and  under  the 
direction  of  the  Judge  of  Probate  for  that  district,  (he  the  said  Peter  Pixlee 
having  first  given  Bond  with  surety  to  the  acceptance  of  said  judge  of  Probate, 
to  account  with  said  minor,  concerning  the  Premises)  to  sell  said  wharf  and 
store  at  public  vendue  to  the  highest  Bidder,  and  account  with  said  minor  for 
the  avails  thereof  when  he  shall  arrive  at  the  age  of  twenty  one  years. 

Upon  the  Petition  of  Nancy  M.  Prentice  of  the  City  and  County  of  New 
Haven,  shewing  to  this  Assembly,  that  she  is  Guardian  to  Mary  Billings  Prentice 
a  minor  daughter  of  Jonas  Prentice  Junr.  late  of  New  Haven  deceased,  that  said 
minor  is  the  owner  of  one  undivided  third  part  of  a  certain  piece  of  Land  situate 
in  the  City  of  New  London  with  a  dwelling  House  thereon,  the  whole  of  which 
piece  of  Land  is  Bounded  west  on  Second  Street  so  called,  south  on  Daniel 
Deshon,  east  on  Avery  Baily  and  Joshua  Avery,  and  north  on  Joshua  Avery  and 
Samuel  Avery  containing  about  fifteen  rods  of  Land  which  descended  to  her 
from  Benjamin  Billings  late  of  New  London  deceased,  and  praying  for  liberty  to 
sell  the  same  for  the  Benefit  of  said  minor,  as  By  Petition  on  file: 
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Resolved  By  this  Assembly,  that  the  said  Nancy  M.  Prentice  be,  and  she 
hereby  is  authorised  and  empowered  to  sell  all  the  Right,  title  and  interest  of 
said  Mary  Billings  Prentice  in  and  to  said  land  and  House  and  to  execute  and 
deliver  a  proper  deed  or  deeds  thereof  which  shall  be  valid  to  all  intents  and 
purposes,  and  to  place  the  avails  at  interest  on  good  security  for  the  benefit  of 
said  minor  or  to  expend  such  parts  thereof  from  time  to  time  as  may  be  neces- 
sary for  the  nurture  and  Education  of  said  minor  under  the  direction  of  the 
judge  of  Probate  for  New  Haven  district.  She  the  said  Nancy  first  giving  Bonds 
to  said  Judge  with  surety  for  her  faithful  performance  in  the  premises. 

Upon  the  Petition  of  Daniel  C.  Sanford  of  Litchfield  in  the  County  of  Litch- 
field shewing  to  this  Assembly  that  Miriam  the  wife  of  the  Petitioner  is  the 
owner  in  fee  of  a  piece  of  Land  situated  in  the  town  of  Newtown  in  the  County  of 
Fairfield  containing  about  Five  acres,  bounded  North  and  west  by  land  of  Philo 
Sherman  Junr.  south  and  east  by  land  of  Thomas  Sanford,  that  said  land  yields  no 
profit  to  said  Petitioner  and  that  his  said  wife  has  for  seven  years  past  been  in  a 
state  of  distraction  of  mind  and  thereby  Rendered  incompetent  to  join  with  said 
Petitioner  in  making  a  sale  and  conveyance  of  said  land  and  that  he  is  about  to 
Remove  to  the  town  of  German  in  the  State  of  New  York,  praying  that  some  meet 
person  may  be  authorised  to  make  sale  of  said  land  and  vest  the  avails  thereof  on 
other  lands  in  said  town  of  German  as  per  Petition  on  file  dated  4th  Oct.  1816: 

Resolved  By  this  Assembly  that  the  said  Daniel  C.  Sanford  be  and  he  is 
hereby  authorised  and  empowered  to  convey  by  deed  by  him  properly  made 
and  executed  all  Right  and  title  of  his  said  v/ife  Mariam  as  well  as  his  own  in- 
terest in  and  to  said  land,  and  to  invest  the  avails  hereof  in  other  Real  estate  in 
said  town  of  Germain  to  be  conveyed  to  him  and  his  said  wife  Mariam. 

Upon  the  Petition  of  Henry  Greenert  a  foreighner  [sic],  praying  for  liberty 
to  hold  Lands  in  this  State,  as  By  memorial  on  file: 

Resolved  By  this  Assembly,  that  the  aforesaid  Henry  Greenert  be  and  he  is 
hereby  authorised  and  empowered  to  purchase  and  hold  Lands  in  this  State  in  the 
same  manner  he  could  have  done  had  he  been  a  natural  born  citizen  of  this  State. 

Upon  the  Memorial  of  Edward  Lister,  a  foreigner,  praying  for  liberty  to  hold 
lands  in  this  State,  as  By  Memorial  on  file  dated  October  16th  1816 

Resolved  By  this  Assembly,  that  said  Edward  Lister  be,  and  he  is  hereby 
authorised  and  empowered  to  purchase  and  hold  Lands  in  this  State,  in  the  same 
manner  he  could  have  done  had  he  been  a  natural  Born  citizen  of  this  State. 
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Upon  the  Memorial  of  Robert  McNutt  a  Foreigner,  praying  for  liberty  to 
hold  Lands  in  this  State  as  By  Memorial  on  file 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  the  aforesaid  Robert  McNutt  be  and  he  is 
hereby  authorised  and  empowered  to  purchase  and  hold  Lands  in  this  State  in 
the  same  manner  as  he  could  have  done  had  he  been  a  natural  Born  citizen  of 
this  State. 

Upon  the  Petition  of  Henry  Tudor  of  Killingly  in  the  County  of  Windham  in 
the  State  of  Connecticut,  shewing  to  this  General  Assembly  that  he  is  an  alien, 
born  in  the  island  of  Barbadoes  within  the  dominions  of  Great  Britian,  that  he 
is  about  thirty  years  of  age,  of  a  fair  character,  that  he  has  purchased  lands  in 
the  town  of  Killingly  of,  and  to  the  amount  of  about  one  Hundred  acres  and  has 
made  considerable  improvements  thereon,  and  is  desirous  of  making  further 
purchases  and  improvements,  praying  this  General  Assembly  to  confirm  the 
purchases  he  has  already  made  in  said  Killingly  and  grant  him  liberty  and  au- 
thority to  hold  the  lands  so  purchased  and  such  other  lands  as  he  may  hereafter 
purchase  in  this  State  as  citizen  of  this  State  as  per  Petition  on  File  dated  the 
eleventh  day  of  October  A.D.  1816  will  more  fully  appear 

Resolved  By  this  General  Assembly,  that  such  purchases  of  Real  Estate  by 
deed  or  otherwise  as  the  said  Tudor  has  already  made  in  the  Town  of  Killingly 
aforesaid  be  confirmed  and  have  the  same  Effect  in  Law  and  Equity  as  if  the 
said  Tudor  had  been  at  the  time  of  such  purchase,  a  citizen  of  this  State  and  not 
otherwise,  and  that  the  said  Tudor  be  and  he  is  hereby  authorised  and  empow- 
ered to  hold  and  possess  such  lands,  tenements  and  hereditaments  as  he  has 
already  purchased  in  said  Killingly  and  such  other  as  he  may  hereafter  pur- 
chase in  this  State,  by  deed  or  otherwise  in  the  same  manner  as  if  he  had  been  a 
native  citizen  of  this  State. 

Upon  the  Petition  of  George  Wakefield  a  foreigner,  shewing  to  this  Assem- 
bly, that  he  is  a  native  Born  citizen  of  the  Kingdom  of  Great  Britian,  that  he  has 
Resided  with  his  Family  for  several  years  last  past  in  this  State  and  sustains  a 
fair  character,  having  demeaned  himself  as  a  quiet  and  peaceable  citizen,  pray- 
ing for  licence  and  authority  to  purchase  and  hold  Real  Estate  in  this  State  as  by 
Petition  on  file 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  the  said  George  Wakefield  have  licence  and  au- 
thority and  licence  is  hereby  granted  to  him  to  purchase  and  hold  Real  Estate  in 
this  State,  by  deed  or  otherwise,  with  the  power  of  conveying  the  same,  in  the 
manner  prescribed  by  law  for  the  citizens  of  this  State  or  any  of  the  United  States. 

Upon  the  Memorial  of  John  Winterbottom,  a  Foreigner  praying  for  liberty 
to  hold  lands  in  this  State  as  by  memorial  on  File  dated  October  16th  1816. 
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Resolved  By  this  Assembly,  that  said  John  Winterbottom  be,  and  he  hereby  is 
authorised  and  empowered  to  purchase  and  hold  lands  in  this  State  in  the  same 
manner  he  could  have  done  had  he  been  a  natural  Born  citizen  of  this  State. 

Upon  the  Petition  of  Stephen  J.  Lewis,  now  confined  in  New  Gate  Prison, 
shewing  to  this  Assembly,  the  causes  of  his  confinement  in  said  prison  and 
praying  to  be  discharged  therefrom  as  per  Petition  on  file 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  That  from  and  after  the  Expiration  of  one  year, 
to  be  computed  from  the  date  of  the  warrant  for  the  commitment  of  said  Lewis 
to  said  prison,  he,  the  said  Lewis,  be  and  he  hereby  is,  discharged  from  any  fur- 
ther detention  in  said  prison. 

Provided  however,  that  the  said  Lewis  become  obligated  to  the  Treasurer  of 
the  State  of  Connecticut,  to  pay  to  him,  within  one  year  from  his  the  said 
Lewis's  discharge  from  said  Prison  the  sum  of  seventy  seven  dollars  and  32^ 
being  the  amount  of  the  Bill  of  cost  incurred  in  prosecuting  the  said  Lewis. 

Upon  the  Petition  of  the  Hebron  and  Middle  Haddam  Turnpike  Company, 
shewing  that  teamsters  and  others  transporting  timber  and  other  loads  on  the 
Road  belonging  to  said  company,  are  in  the  constant  practise  of  fraudulently 
leaving  all  their  cattle  except  Four,  a  small  distance  east  of  the  west  gate  and 
passing  through  said  gate  to  the  Landing  with  four  cattle  only  without  paying 
any  toll  for  the  cattle  so  left,  praying  for  Relief  as  per  Petition  on  File  dated  the 
Fifteenth  of  October  1 8 1 643 

Resolved  that  the  consideration  of  said  Petition  be  Referred  to  the  General 
Assembly  to  be  holden  at  Hartford  in  May  next  and  that  notice  of  the  Pendincy 
thereof  be  given  by  publishing  this  Resolve  in  a  Newspaper  printed  in  the  City 
of  Middletown  three  weeks  successively  at  least  six  weeks  before  the  session 
of  said  Assembly. 

Upon  the  Petition  of  John  Norton  and  others,  praying  that  a  Turnpike  Road 
might  be  laid  out  from  Plymouth  through  the  Town  of  Wolcott  to  fall  into  the 
Cheshire  Turnpike  Road  in  Cheshire  or  Hamden,  and  that  a  committee  be  ap- 
pointed at  the  Expence  of  the  Petitioners,  to  view  the  country  through  which 
the  Road  is  proposed  to  be  laid  and  if  they  shall  judge  it  expedient  to  lay  out  a 
Turnpike  Road  within  the  limits  before  mentioned  and  Report  make  of  their 
doings  in  the  premises  to  the  General  Assembly  together  with  the  number  of 
Toll  Gates  which  the  committee  should  think  proper  to  have  erected  upon  said 


43.  This  turnpike  company  had  been  incorporated  in  May  1802:  S.R.,  XI,  41-43,  43n.  The 
petition  was  rejected  by  both  houses  in  May  1817:  Rejected  Bills,  1815-1817,  Box  4, 1817,  folder 
18,  docs.  117-18. 
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Road  and  the  places  where  they  ought  to  be  erected,  as  Per  Petition  on  file, 
dated  September  18th  18 1644 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  said  Petition  be  continued  to  the  session  of 
the  General  Assembly  to  be  held  at  Hartford  upon  the  second  Thursday  of  May 
next  and  that  the  Petitioners  give  notice  of  the  pendency  of  said  Petition  by 
publishing  a  copy  of  this  Resolve  in  the  Connecticut  Herald  a  Newspaper 
printed  in  New  Haven,  three  weeks  successively  at  least  six  weeks  before  the 
session  of  said  Assembly. 

Upon  the  Petition  of  Kezia  Parmelee  of  Wallingford  in  New  Haven  County, 
shewing  to  this  Assembly,  that  on  the  20th  day  of  January  last,  she  was  married 
to  Asa  Parmelee  formerly  of  Richmond  in  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachu- 
setts and  then  Resident  in  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  that  he  soon  after 
absconded  and  that  he  has  not  nor  ever  has  had  any  place  of  abode  in  this  State, 
that  the  said  Parmelee  at  the  time  of  said  marriage  was  the  nephew  of  Uriah 
Collins  late  of  said  Wallingford  deceased,  the  late  Husband  of  the  Petitioner, 
and  that  by  Reason  of  said  relation  between  said  Parmelee  and  said  Uriah  Col- 
lins her  said  marriage  with  said  Parmelee  is  null  and  void  and  she  is  exposed  to 
a  criminal  Prosecution,  and  that  until  Long  since  her  said  marriage,  she  was  ig- 
norant of  the  existence  of  any  law  of  this  State  which  Rendered  it  unlawful, 
praying  this  Assembly  to  order  and  direct  that  her  said  marriage  with  said 
Parmelee  be  null  and  void  and  that  she  may  be  exempted  from  all  liability  to 
prosecution  and  punishment  on  account  of  said  marriage  and  that  her  said  Peti- 
tion may  be  continued  to  the  next  session  of  said  Assembly  for  the  purpose  of 
giving  notice  of  the  Pendency  thereof  and  that  until  said  next  session  the  Peti- 
tioner may  be  exempted  from  all  liability  to  prosecution  as  aforesaid,  that  her 
property  may  not  be  liable  to  attachment  for  any  debt  of  said  Parmelee  as  Per 
Petition  on  file  dated  October  9th  18 1645 

Resolved  By  this  Assembly,  that  said  Petition  be  continued  to  the  next  ses- 
sion of  said  Assembly  to  be  holden  at  Hartford  in  May  next  and  that  notice  of 
the  pendency  thereof  be  given  in  Two  Newspapers  published  at  New  Haven  six 
weeks  successively  at  least  Four  months  previous  to  said  next  session,  and  that 
until  said  next  session  the  Petitioner  be  exempted  from  all  liability  to  prosecu- 
tion on  account  of  her  said  marriage. 


44.  This  petition  led  to  the  incorporation  of  the  Wolcott  and  Hamden  Turnpike  Company  in 
May  1818:  S.R..  XIX.  74-77.  75n.  For  the  Assembly's  next  action,  see  below,  p.  219. 

45.  For  the  statutory  prohibition  against  marrying  an  uncle's  wife,  see  Stat.  Conn..  1808.  p. 
478:  for  later  action  on  the  petition,  see  below,  pp.  215-16. 
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Whereas  Orrin  Pearl  of  Southington  in  Hartford  County  has  brought  his  Peti- 
tion to  this  Assembly  for  an  act  of  Insolvency  which  Petition  is  now  here  pending 
and  whereas  it  appears  that  Benjamin  W.  Rogers  of  the  City,  County  and  State  of 
New  York  and  Richard  Robinson  of  Attleborough  in  the  Commonwealth  of  Mas- 
sachusetts are  creditors  of  the  Petitioner  and  have  not  been  notified46 

Resolved  that  this  Petition  be  continued  to  the  General  Assembly  to  be  holden 
at  Hartford  in  May  next,  and  that  the  Petitioner  cause  notice  of  the  Pendency 
thereof  to  be  published  in  a  News  Paper  printed  in  said  New  York  and  also  in  a 
Newspaper  printed  in  Providence  in  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  three  weeks  suc- 
cessively at  least  Four  weeks  before  the  second  Thursday  of  May  next. 

Upon  the  Petition  of  Stephen  A.  Treat  and  Imar  Treat  both  of  Milford  in 
New  Haven  County  against  their  creditors,  praying  for  an  Act  of  Insolvency,  as 
Per  Petition  on  File 

Resolved  that  the  Further  consideration  of  said  Petition  be  continued  to  the 
General  Assembly  to  be  holden  at  Hartford  in  May  next  and  that  the  Petitioner 
cause  notice  of  the  Pendency  of  said  Petition  to  be  given  by  publishing  a  copy 
of  this  Resolve  in  a  News  Paper  printed  in  the  City  of  New  York  and  also  in  a 
Newspaper  printed  in  New  Haven,  three  weeks  successively  at  least  six  weeks 
before  the  session  of  said  Assembly,  which  Publication  shall  be  sufficient 
notice  to  all  the  creditors  of  said  Petitioners  to  appear  on  said  Petition. 

Granted  to  His  Excellency  John  Cotton  Smith  six  Hundred  dollars  for  the 
last  half  of  his  salary  as  Governor  of  this  State  the  current  year. 

Granted  to  His  Honor  Jonathan  Ingersoll  Four  Hundred  and  Fifty  Dollars  for 
the  last  half  of  his  salary  as  Lieutenant  Governour  of  this  State  the  current  year. 

Granted  to  Andrew  Kingsbury  Esquire  Four  hundred  and  sixteen  dollars  and 
sixty  seven  cents  for  the  First  half  of  his  salary  as  Treasurer  the  current  year. 

Granted  to  Elisha  Colt  Esquire  Five  Hundred  Dollars  for  the  First  half  of  his 
salary  as  Comptroller,  the  current  year. 

Granted  to  the  Honourable  James  Hillhouse  Five  Hundred  Dollars  for  the 
First  half  of  his  salary  as  Commissioner  of  the  School  Fund  the  current  year. 

Resolved,  that  all  Business  unfinished  and  pending  before  this  Assembly  be 
continued  to  the  General  Assembly  to  be  held  in  May  next. 


46.  The  Assembly  acted  on  this  petition  in  May  1818:  S.R.,  XIX,  63-64. 


THE  DEBATE  ON  THE  ACT  ON  LITERATURE  AND  RELIGION, 
OCTOBER  SESSION,  1816' 

[Connecticut  Journal,  November  5, 1816] 

LEGISLATURE  OF  CONNECTICUT. 

But  the  most  important  bill  which  came  before  the  Legislature  is  the  one  for 
the  encouragement  and  support  of  Religion  and  Literature,  a  copy  of  which 
and  the  report  recommending  the  measure  we  give  our  readers  in  this  paper.  It 
was  to  have  been  hoped  that  this  bill  which  provides  so  liberally  for  every  class 
of  Christians  would  have  received  the  cordial  support  of  all  parties;  but  the 
event  proved  otherwise.  It  was  almost  unanimously  advocated  by  the  Federal- 
ists, and  as  unanimously  opposed  by  the  Democrats.  They,  however,  had  the 
candour  to  admit  both  in  committee  and  before  the  house  that,  if  the  appropria- 
tion should  be  made,  this  mode  of  doing  it  was  perfectly  fair  and  liberal — that 
there  could  be  no  complaint  of  the  mode  of  appropriation  and  that  every  minor 
denomination  of  Christians  was  liberally  provided  for.  But  they  objected  to  the 
appropriation  because  as  they  said  they  did  not  know  the  wishes  of  their  con- 
stituents on  this  subject — because  the  money  was  not  yet  received  into  the 
Treasury,  and  probably  enough  never  would  be — and  further,  that  if  the  appro- 
priation should  be  made  and  the  money  should  never  be  received  the  State 
might  be  called  upon  to  make  up  the  deficiency  to  College  and  the  various  de- 
nominations of  Christians  as  in  the  Gore  case2 — That  this  money  was  not 
wanted  for  the  purposes  stated  in  the  bill,  as  the  Clergy  were  now  well  enough 
supported — that  they  now  lived  in  the  best  houses  in  their  parishes — that  if 
more  money  should  be  appropriated  for  their  support  they  might  become  inde- 
pendent of  their  hearers  and  grow  lazy  and  vicious — That  they  did  not  see  and 
could  not  comprehend  why  this  measure  was  brought  forward  at  this  time — that 
neither  the  Baptists  nor  the  Methodists  had  ever  applied  to  the  State  for  any  of 
this  money;  and  that  the  money  had  much  better  be  kept  in  the  Treasury,  as  we 
might  want  it  as  we  had  wanted  money  heretofore,  when  we  could  not  obtain  it. 

By  the  Federalists  it  was  said  in  support  of  the  Bill,  that  this  money  was, 
during  the  late  war  collected  from  the  people  and  expended  in  our  common 


1 .  The  act  is  printed  above,  pp.  1 1 3-1 5;  its  general  context  is  discussed  above,  pp.  xxvi-xxviii.  The 
debate  probably  took  place  on  October  3 1 ,  the  day  that  the  House  endorsed  the  drafting  committeee's 
report:  House  Journal. 

2.  In  1805  the  Assembly  had  compensated  shareholders  in  the  Connecticut  Gore  Land 
Company  for  claims  against  the  state.  S.R.,  VIII,  256-57n,  XII,  228-31,  229n;  Walradt,  Financial 
History,  pp.  43-46. 
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defence — That  when  received  of  the  United  States  it  would  belong  to  the 
people,  and  ought  to  be  again  returned  to  them,  in  such  way  as  would  most  ben- 
efit all  classes  and  denominations — That  the  money  could  never  find  its  way 
back  to  the  people,  unless  by  some  act  appropriating  it  for  their  benefit — That 
such  an  act  must  be  passed  either  before  or  after  the  money  was  received,  or  it 
could  never  return  to  the  people — That  if  no  appropriation  should  be  made  till 
the  money  should  be  paid  into  the  treasury,  we  should  probably  lie  out  of  the 
use  of  it  for  many  years  as  we  should  most  likely  receive  stock,  upon  which  we 
should  receive  the  interest  many  years  before  the  principle — That  the  money 
from  which  we  receive  the  school  fund  was  appropriated  long  before 
received3 — That  but  very  small  part  of  it  has  actually  been  received  to  this  day, 
and  yet  we  have  been  deriving  great  advantages  from  it  for  many  years — That 
had  the  state  not  made  that  appropriation  till  the  money  had  been  paid  into  the 
treasury  we  should  not  have  derived  a  cents  advantage  from  that  fund  to  the 
present  hour — That  appropriations  of  money  commonly  were  made  before 
paid  into  the  treasury,  and  could  then  be  best  made  before  cupidity  or  ambition 
had  fixed  its  eye  upon  it — that  no  government  ever  became  rich  or  happy  by 
laying  up  money  in  its  treasury — That  the  wealth  and  strength  of  a  government 
lay  in  its  institutions — that  the  objects  contemplated  in  the  Bill  were  the  most 
important  that  any  people  could  be  interested  in — That  to  enlighten  the  mind 
and  purify  the  heart  were  the  great  objects  of  Religious  and  literary  institu- 
tions— that  the  objects  named  in  the  Bill,  were  worthy  of,  and  needed  the 
patronage  of  the  Legislature — That  by  the  laws  of  Connecticut  every  denomi- 
nation of  christians  has  equal  privileges — That  by  our  laws  all  sects  and 
denominations  of  christians  are  protected  equally  in  their  civil  and  religious 
privileges,  and  have  equal  claims,  in  proportion  to  their  numbers — And  that 
when  money  is  appropriated  to  the  support  of  religion  and  literature,  all  classes 
and  denominations  must  be  equally  interested  in  their  objects,  and  ought  to 
share  equally  in  the  distribution  of  the  fund  in  question — That  it  ill  becomes 
those  gentlemen  if  they  were  sincere  in  what  they  had  said  on  the  subject  of  tol- 
eration to  object  to  this  measure — And  that  the  provisions  of  this  bill  equally 
respected  every  denomination  of  Christians,  and  as  such  ought  to  be  supported 
by  all. 

These  are  only  some  of  the  grounds  taken  in  support  of  the  Bill. 


3.  The  act  appropriating  money  to  the  School  Fund  from  the  sale  of  Connecticut's  lands  in  the 
Western  Reserve  was  adopted  in  May  1795;  the  sale  itself  did  not  take  place  until  later  that  year  and 
receipts  presumably  followed  even  later.  S.R.,  VIII,  xiii-xvii,  and  the  references  there;  Walradt, 
Financial  History,  pp.  35ff. 
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[Connecticut  Herald,  November  12,  1816] 

SKETCH  OF  THE  DEBATES 

In  the  House  of  Representatives, 

ON  THE  BILL  FOR  THE  PROMOTION  OF  RELIGION 

AND  LITERATURE. 

Upon  the  second  reading  of  the  bill,  Mr.  STAPLES,  one  of  the  committee 
who  reported  it,  stated  the  motives  by  which  they  were  actuated,  in  making  their 
report.  He  observed,  that  the  money  which  was  to  be  appropriated  in  the  manner 
provided  by  the  Act,  was  to  be  taken  from  the  balance  due  to  this  State  from  the 
United  States,  for  expenditures  during  the  late  war:  that  as  it  had  come  from  the 
people,  it  should,  injustice,  be  returned  to  them  as  soon  as  possible.  The  question 
then  occurred, — What  would  be  the  best  mode  of  accomplishing  this  object? 

A  great  majority  of  the  committee  were  in  favour  of  the  appropriation;  and 
although  they  were  not  unanimous  on  this  point,  yet  it  was  agreed  by  all,  that 
the  money  should  be  returned  to  the  people:  That  it  had  been  raised  from  all 
classes  and  denominations  of  citizens,  and  ought  to  be  appropriated  to  their 
benefit  in  such  a  manner  as  would  be  best  adapted  to  promote  the  welfare  and 
happiness  of  all.  As  it  respected  the  propriety  of  applying  it  to  the  support  of 
Religion  and  Literature,  they  were  unanimously  of  opinion,  that  a  better  appli- 
cation could  not  have  been  made.  That  if  any  appropriation  was  to  be  made,  the 
mode  specified  in  the  bill  was  perfectly  fair  and  liberal. 

[To  the  correctness  of  this  statement,  the  rest  of  the  committee  agreed.] 

Mr.  E.  BURROWS,  of  Stonington,  then  rose,  and  observed,  That  we  had  not 
yet  obtained  the  money  which  was  to  be  given  by  the  Act.  It  was,  moreover,  un- 
certain whether  we  should  get  it:  and,  inquired  why  Congress  had  not  paid  this, 
as  well  as  other  money  that  had  been  expended  by  this  State? — He  did  not 
know  why  the  subject  was  brought  forward  at  this  time.  The  appropriation  was, 
he  thought,  extremely  liberal.  The  Baptists,  to  whose  society  he  belonged,  had 
not  petitioned  for  it.  He  had  doubts  whether  the  passing  of  the  bill  would  not  in- 
volve the  Legislature  in  the  same  difficulties  which  they  had  experienced  in  the 
Gore  business.  He  was  opposed  to  the  bill. 

Mr.  NORTH,  of  Goshen,  spoke  in  favour  of  the  bill.  He  remarked,  that  after 
the  most  mature  consideration  of  the  subject,  he  was  decidedly  in  favour  of  the 
appropriation.  He  thought  that  it  would  be  expedient  to  make  it  at  this  time,  be- 
cause it  would  prevent  many  applications  that  might  be  made  to  the  Legislature, 
in  case  the  money  should  go  into  the  treasury,  for  purposes  of  less  magnitude  and 
importance,  than  those  for  the  attainment  of  which  this  bill  was  framed.  As  to  the 
objection  which  had  been  made,  to  a  premature  disposal,  he  referred  gentlemen 
to  the  appropriation  of  the  School  Fund,  the  object  of  which  was  designated 
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before  the  money  had  been  received,  and  which,  from  its  importance  and  obvi- 
ous utility,  was  one  means  of  facilitating  the  payment.  The  object  of  this  bill  was, 
the  promotion  of  Religion  and  Literature.  These  were  fit  subjects  of  legislative 
patronage.  They  would  be  protected  by  every  well  regulated  government;  and  as 
all  men  are  deeply  interested  in  their  prosperity,  any  Act  which  tended  to  their 
advancement,  would  meet  the  approbation  of  a  free  and  enlightened  people. 

Mr.  D.  BURROWS,  of  Hebron,  spoke  in  opposition  to  the  measure.  He 
doubted  whether  the  money,  if  received,  and  appropriated  in  the  manner  speci- 
fied, to  the  various  denominations  of  Christians,  would  benefit  the  people.  It 
was  difficult  to  discover  the  reasons  by  which  gentlemen  were  induced  to  bring 
forward  a  bill  of  so  much  importance,  at  this  period  of  the  session — It  was  a 
mystery  to  him.  With  regard  to  the  effect  which  the  appropriation  would  have 
on  the  Clergy,  he  doubted  whether  a  divine  was  rendered  more  useful  to  his 
flock,  or  his  ecclesiastical  diligence  increased,  by  an  independent  support.  He 
did  not  believe  that  such  an  independence  would  make  him  better.  He  then  ad- 
verted to  the  English  Clergy,  who  had  fat  livings,  which  were  the  principal 
causes  of  that  depravity  and  corruption,  for  which  they  were  remarkable.  In 
support  of  this  position,  the  following  fact  was  cited.  After  a  certain  Emperor 
had  made  a  large  provision  for  the  Clergy,  which  placed  them  beyond  the  reach 
of  popular  influence;  it  was  remarked,  that  "formerly  they  had  wooden  pulpits 
and  golden  preachers;"  but  this  accession  of  clerical  wealth  had  reversed  the 
case;  for  "now  they  had  golden  pulpits  and  wooden  preachers."  For  his  part,  he 
preferred  a  golden  preacher  in  a  wooden  pulpit,  to  a  wooden  preacher  in  a 
golden  one.  The  sect  to  which  he  belonged,  (the  Methodists,)  would  take  a  cer- 
tain sum  for  their  labour,  and  no  more,  provided  the  people  were  willing  to  give 
it.  If,  however,  they  could  not  pay;  the  pastor  went  without  any  remuneration. 
As  to  the  appropriation  to  Yale  College — some  doubted  whether  a  clergyman 
was  any  better  for  the  advantages  of  a  liberal  education.  Upon  this  point  he 
gave  no  opinion. 

Should  the  money  be  appropriated  as  the  bill  provides,  the  Baptists,  who  were 
divided  into  many  sects,  he  feared  would  fall  by  the  ears  for  a  division  of  the  spoil. 

Mr.  STERLING,  of  Salisbury,  was  in  favour  of  the  bill.  He  viewed  it  as  a  very 
important  measure;  one  which,  it  was  hoped,  would  meet  with  the  most  serious 
and  impartial  consideration  of  every  member.  He  believed  it  expedient  to  make 
the  appropriation  at  this  time:  That,  should  it  get  into  the  treasury,  it  might  be 
appropriated  to  less  valuable  objects — and  would  be  squandered.  This  disposal 
of  the  money  he  considered  as  calculated  to  produce  peace  and  harmony 
among  all  sects;  because  the  distribution  was  both  liberal  and  equitable.  It 
would  reconcile  men  of  all  parties.  He  thought  further,  that  the  designation  of 
the  important  objects  specified  in  the  Act,  would  serve  as  an  inducement  to  the 
General  Government  to  make  a  prompt  settlement  of  our  claim. 
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Mr.  WHITTLESEY,  of  Middletown,  remarked,  That  if  an  opinion  respecting 
the  acknowledgment,  and  consequent  liquidating,  of  this  claim,  might  be  found 
from  the  conduct  of  the  United  States  towards  this  State,  on  similar  applications  in 
other  cases,  he  was  inclined  to  believe  that  no  difficulty  was  to  be  expected  on  this 
subject:  That  all  the  claims  of  Connecticut,  which  had  heretofore  been  made  upon 
the  Union,  had  been  settled  with  as  much  promptitude  as  those  of  other  States. 

He  regretted  that  the  gentleman  from  Hebron  had,  in  the  course  of  his  argu- 
ment, animadverted  so  severely  upon  the  English  Clergy.  As  a  refutation  of  the 
charges  that  had  been  alleged  against  them,  he  would  beg  leave  to  refer  gentle- 
men to  the  charitable  and  religious  institutions  which  owe  their  existence  to  the 
exertions  and  influence  of  that  clergy.  He  would  ask  also,  who  were  the  origi- 
nal founders  of  the  Bible  Society  of  England?  Who  had  contributed  most  in  the 
great  and  glorious  work  of  enlightening  the  Heathen? — He  trusted  that  the 
gentleman,  who  could  exorcise  such  men;  who  could  accuse  them  of  corrup- 
tion and  profligacy  as  a  body:  must  have  been  actuated  more  by  the  impulse  of 
a  mistaken  zeal,  than  from  a  belief  founded  on  any  information  that  may  have 
been  derived  from  a  candid  examination  of  facts.  He  was  convinced  that  the 
observations  on  this  subject,  which  fell  from  the  gentleman  from  Hebron,  were 
to  be  attributed,  rather  to  an  excitement  created  by  the  warmth  of  argument, 
than  to  his  real  feelings,  or  his  sound  understanding  of  the  matter.  He  con- 
cluded by  expressing  a  hope  that  the  gentleman  would,  upon  reflection,  retract 
charges  which  had  inadvertently  escaped  him. 

Mr.  BURROWS  then  rose,  and  informed  the  House,  that  it  was  not  his  inten- 
tion to  cast  any  reflections  upon  the  Church  of  England  or  its  Clergy — that  the 
expressions  alluded  to  by  the  gentleman  from  Middletown.  were  not  intended 
to  convey  the  idea  that  had  been  attached  to  them.  They  had  been  produced  in- 
voluntarily by  the  heat  of  debate. — Many  of  the  English  Clergy  were 
respectable  and  able  men.  He  granted  also,  that,  as  a  body,  they  had  set  the  ex- 
ample in  christianizing  the  heathen.  &c.  &c. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Plymouth,  in  reply  to  the  gentleman  from  Hebron,  ob- 
served. That  the  term  Baptist,  used  in  the  bill,  comprehended  Baptists  of  every 
description.  He  could  not  therefore  conceive,  that  there  was  any  fear  of  the  dif- 
ficulty to  which  the  gentleman  had  alluded,  as  it  respected  a  division  among 
that  denomination.  He  concurred  with  other  gentlemen,  in  thinking  this  a  fit 
time  for  making  the  appropriation. 

Mr.  ROBINSON,  from  Lebanon,  was  opposed  to  the  appropriation,  on  the 
same  principles  as  those  on  which  Mr.  D.  Burrows  had  predicated  his  argu- 
ment against  high  salaries  to  the  Ministers  of  the  Gospel.  He  believed  that  our 
Clergy  had  a  competent  provision  in  all  cases — that  they  were  in  as  good  pecu- 
niary circumstances,  generally,  as  other  men.  He  objected  to  the  bill,  however. 
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upon  other  grounds.  When  a  boy,  he  frequently  set  hens;  and  was  too  apt  to  believe 
that  he  should  get  as  many  chickens  as  there  were  eggs;  but  he  found  in  the  end, 
that  there  were  often  some  rotten  eggs  in  the  number.  He  thought  this  was  the  case 
with  the  business  then  under  consideration — there  was  something  rotten. 

Mr.  STAPLES,  of  New-Haven,  closed  the  Debate  on  the  part  of  the  Federal- 
ists. He  began  by  remarking,  that  he  could  not  hope,  at  that  late  hour,  to  throw 
much  new  light  on  the  subject;  but  as  he  had  been  called  on  to  record  his  vote,  it 
was  proper  that  he  should  give  his  reasons  for  that  vote. 

The  balance  due  this  State  from  the  United  States,  he  said,  had  arisen  from 
our  expenditure  for  the  common  defence  during  the  late  war;  and,  when  re- 
ceived, ought  again  to  return  to  the  people  in  the  way  that  would  most 
essentially  and  equally  benefit  them.  That  all  would  agree,  that  if  the  people 
were  ever  to  derive  any  benefit  from  this  money,  the  Legislature  must  at  some 
period  pass  an  act  appropriating  it  to  their  benefit:  That  the  only  question  was, 
whether  the  act  should  precede  or  succeed  the  reception  of  the  money:  That,  in 
his  opinion,  the  act  appropriating  the  money  ought  to  pass  immediately:  That  if 
the  money  were  to  get  into  the  treasury  before  it  should  be  appropriated,  there 
would  follow  immediately  numerous  applications  for  it.  These  applications,  he 
said,  would  be  pressed  by  ambition,  cupidity  and  intrigue,  till  they  were 
crowned  with  success,  and  the  money  dissipated:  That  the  State  was  not  with- 
out some  useful  lessons  of  experience  on  this  subject:  That  some  twenty  or 
thirty  years  ago,  a  sum  of  money,  small  compared  with  this,  was  unexpectedly 
accumulated  in  the  treasury;  and  immediately  became  the  object  of  general 
avidity,  and  was  soon  dissipated:  That  the  act  appropriating  the  school  fund 
passed  long  before  the  money  came  into  the  treasury:  That  but  a  very  small  part 
of  that  money  has  been  paid  to  this  day;  and  yet  the  people  of  this  State  have  for 
near  twenty  years  derived  a  rich  blessing  from  that  fund.  It  is  a  stream  which 
flows  into  every  corner  and  district  of  the  State;  and  not  only  the  present,  but 
future  generations,  will  rise  up  and  call  that  Legislature  blessed:  That  when 
that  act  passed,  Demagogues  raised  a  clamour;  but  the  people  had  good  sense 
enough  to  put  them  down;  and  the  wisdom  of  the  measure  has  appeared  every 
year  more  distinctly  from  that  time  to  the  present. 

It  had  been  suggested  that  it  was  best  to  lay  up  this  money  in  the  treasury 
against  a  day  of  want.  In  answer,  he  remarked  that  no  government  was  ever  rich 
or  prosperous,  in  consequence  of  a  full  treasury:  That  it  commonly  tended  to 
weakness  and  destruction:  That  the  wealth  and  strength  of  a  community  rests 
in  its  institutions — its  agriculture — its  commerce  and  manufactures;  and  the 
ease  with  which  it  can  draw  upon  these  resources — not  upon  any  quantity  of 
accumulated  treasure. 


146  public  records  October, 

In  the  next  place,  he  remarked,  that  if  the  appropriation  was  to  be  made,  all 
parties  agreed,  both  in  committee  and  before  the  House,  that  the  mode  of  doing 
it  was  perfectly  fair  and  liberal. 

The  next  and  principal  object  of  inquiry,  he  said,  was,  Are  the  objects  con- 
templated in  the  bill  before  the  House  worthy  the  patronage  of  the  Legislature? 
He  asked,  Can  it  be  a  question  with  the  Legislature  of  the  enlightened  State  of 
Connecticut,  whether  Religion  and  Literature  are  worthy  of  public  patronage? 
What  is  it  that  has  given  the  small  State  of  Connecticut  so  distinguished  a  rank 
among  the  States  of  the  Union?  It  is  her  Religious  and  Literary  Institutions — 
the  virtue  and  intelligence  of  her  citizens.  What  is  it  that  ennobles  the  Individ- 
ual— fits  him  for  civil  society,  and  prepares  him  for  happiness  hereafter?  It  is 
an  enlightened  mind — a  virtuous  heart.  Where  are  our  youth,  to  acquire  this 
character?  In  your  common  schools,  so  richly  provided  for — in  your  Literary 
Institutions  and  Religious  Assemblies.  Do  gentlemen  wish  time  to  inquire  of 
their  constituents,  whether  an  appropriation  of  money  to  these  objects  will  be 
popular?  No  good  man  can  disapprove  of  such  a  measure.  It  is  faction  alone 
that  will  raise  its  voice  against  it. 

He  again  inquired,  What  is  it  that  renders  life  valuable? — that  puts  at  an  infinite 
distance  all  other  considerations? — that  pre-eminently  distinguishes  one  commu- 
nity from  another?  It  is  religion — that  principle  which  teaches  us  how  to  live,  and 
how  to  die — which  enlightens  the  mind,  and  purifies  the  heart — moderates  our 
grief,  and  heightens  our  joys — that  principle  which  calls  forth  all  the  active  chari- 
ties of  life,  and  makes  man  delight  in  doing  good;  and  when  all  earthly  comforts 
shall  have  fled,  will  remain  his  stay  and  consolation,  and  point  the  way  to  glory. 

He  further  remarked,  that  if  the  General  Government  wanted  inducements 
to  make  a  just  and  speedy  settlement  of  the  demands  this  State  have  against  it, 
they  would  be  found  in  the  very  liberal  provisions  of  this  bill.  In  the  true  spirit 
of  our  constitution  and  laws,  every  sect  and  denomination  of  Christians  are 
provided  for.  If  any  of  our  friends  abroad  have  for  a  moment  lent  an  ear  to  the 
complaint  that  Connecticut  was  intolerant,  they  will  now  see  how  groundless  it 
is.  All  sects  and  denominations  of  Christians  are  equally  protected,  and  by  our 
laws  enjoy  equal  rights;  and  the  hand  of  munificence  is  equally  extended  to  all. 
The  soil  that  gave  me  birth,  and  on  which  I  tread,  was  never  intolerant.  The 
Legislature  has  indeed  more  than  once  refused  favours  to  a  particular  denomi- 
nation of  Christians,  in  exclusion  of  others;  but  the  moment  they  have  it  in  their 
power,  they  extend  the  hand  of  munificence  equally  to  all. 

He  further  remarked,  that  the  Literary  Intitutions  of  the  State  have  ever 
claimed  and  received  the  patronage  of  the  Legislature.  Your  common  Schools 
are  liberally  provided  for.  Yale  College,  the  just  pride  of  the  State,  is  languish- 
ing for  want  of  funds.  In  the  dstribution  of  so  large  a  sum  of  money,  this 
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institution  ought  not  to  be  overlooked.  One  seventh  is  a  small  provision  for  it. 
To  this  Institution  you  are  indebted  for  Instructors  for  your  common  Schools — 
for  a  learned  Clergy — for  your  Judges  and  Councillors — for  your  Senators  and 
Representatives  in  Congress.  Not  only  this  State,  but  the  United  States,  share 
largely  the  blessings  of  this  Institution.  No  good  man  can  fail  to  see  and  feel 
how  important  this  Institution,  is  not  only  to  this  State,  but  the  United  States. 

Let  every  member  of  this  Assembly  pause  and  consider  the  situation  in 
which  Providence  has  placed  him — the  opportunity  now  given  him  of  doing 
good — of  cherishing  and  promoting  the  most  noble  of  all  earthly  objects,  Reli- 
gion and  Literature.  Let  him  remember  that  the  hour  is  approaching — perhaps 
it  is  at  hand,  when  the  question  will  be  put, — "How  the  opportunity,  which  is 
now  offered,  of  dispensing  happiness  to  his  fellow-men,  was  improved?" — An 
answer  must  be  given  at  the  throne  of  Eternal  Justice! 

tgBIn  giving  the  above  sketch,  it  has  been  the  Editor's  endeavour  not  only  to 
preserve  the  ideas  of  the  several  speakers,  but  to  retain,  as  far  as  practicable, 
their  language  also. 

ROLL  CALL  VOTE  ON  THE  ACT  ON  LITERATURE  AND  RELIGION 

[Connecticut  Herald,  November  5, 1816] 

YEAS. 
Michael  Olcott,  T.  S.  Williams,  Phineas  Johnson,  Enos  Ives,  E.  Adams,  jun. 
John  Stoughton,  jun.  E.  B.  Haskell,  Elam  O.  Potter,  William  Dixon,  George 
Cowles,  Samuel  Benjamin,  Israel  Williams,  Joel  Foote,  Roswell  Moore,  Roger 
Whittlesey,  E.  P.  Belden,  Frederick  Robbins,  Charles  Denison,  Seth  P.  Staples, 
James  Barker,  Josiah  J.  Linsley,  Reuben  Lum,  James  Thompson,  Nathaniel 
Griffing,  Samuel  Robinson,  Nathaniel  Richardson,  Elias  Clark,  William  Fenn, 
Warren  Mitchell,  Justus  Thomas,  Robert  Clark,  James  Lord,  Levi  Perkins, 
William  W.  Haughton,  Daniel  Tomlinson,  Samuel  St.  John,  John  Sanford, 
Samuel  Beers,  Samuel  Whiting,  Timothy  Keeler,  Matthew  Marvin,  Benjamin 
Pierce,  Rufus  Adams,  David  Butts,  Benjamin  Lyman,  Ebenezer  Griffin,  John 
Mason,  Ebenezer  Young,  John  Salter,  Frederick  Freeman,  Lemuel  Ingalls, 
Jonathan  Nichols,  jun.  Simon  Davis,  jun.  Judah  Lyon,  William  Beebe,  Moses 
Hayden,  Oliver  Mills,  Nathan  Hawley,  Samuel  Beckley,  jun.  John  Holabird, 
Nathan  Bass,  Martin  Rockwell,  Oliver  Burnham,  Philo  Swift,  Timothy  Hale, 
Theodore  North,  William  C.  Abernathy,  Uriah  Hopkins,  Joseph  Skiff,  William 
Cooke,  Thomas  Lee,  William  Taylor,  Nathaniel  Stevens,  Elizur  Munger, 
Calvin  Butler,  Elisha  Sterling,  J.  Scovill,  Cyrus  Swan,  Israel  Camp,  R.  C.  Ab- 
ernathy, T.  Griswold,  Homer  Sackett,  D.  B.  Brinsmade,  Samuel  Leavitt,  David 
Baldwin,  Benj.  Benedict,  N.  B.  Gaylord,  C.  Whittlesey,  Charles  Coe,  W.  G. 
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Chauncey,  Eliphalet  Holmes,  Sylvester  Chapman,  James  K.  Child,  Ezra 
Brainard.  Saml.  Hart.  Clark  Nott,  Jonathan  Barns,  Elisha  Edgerton,  Solomon 
Gilbert,  Asa  Willey,  Oliver  Chapin.  2d,  Oliver  Collins,  Francis  M'Lean — 103. 

NAYS. 
T.  Pettibone,  Jonathan  Wells,  Jeremiah  Stocking,  Joab  Griffing,  jun.  James 
Forward,  James  Cornish.  Wait  Latimore,  Samuel  Hastings,  Andrew  Denison, 
Oliver  Mather,  E.  N.  Sill,  Charles  Shelton,  Elias  Gaylord,  Amasa  Bradley, 
Stephen  Bailey.  Abiram  Stoddard,  Jacob  Basset,  Nathaniel  Andrews,  Eliakim 
Hall.  Andrew  Adams,  Daniel  Steele,  Ambrose  Ives,  C.  Manwaring.  J.  P.  Trott, 
R.  Huntington,  E.  Tracy,  Joshua  Stark,  John  Isham,  jun.  Eli  Hartshorn,  Wil- 
liam Williams.  Elisha  Haley.  Ebenezer  Brockway,  Charles  Smith.  Chester 
Smith.  Daniel  Packer.  Henry  F.  Lamb.  Ebenezer  Avery.  E.  Burrows.  J.  Dean, 
Charles  Avery.  John  Hull,  Peter  Ambler.  John  S.  Blackman.  Isaac  Howe,  Enos 
Lockwood,  David  Sherwood,  William  Shelton,  Samuel  F.  [i.e.,  T.]  Barnum. 
Benjamin  Isaacs,  S.  B.  Warren.  Hezekiah  Read,  jun.  Amos  H.  Wheeler,  Wil- 
liam Hawley.  Jedediah  Graves.  John  Brown,  jun.  Isaac  Lockwood,  jun.  Joel 
Curtis.  J.  W.  Beardsley.  Andrew  Lyon.  Simeon  Fanton.  Jonathan  Walcott, 
Nathan  Howard.  Thomas  Dow,  John  Robinson.  Ebenezer  Johnson,  Philip 
Kinyon.  Job  Angell,  Dixon  Hall  Daniel  Keigwin,  William  Bowen,  Jonathan 
Buel.  Orange  Merwin,  Asahel  Bacon.  Daniel  Bacon,  Nathaniel  Perry.  E.  Coe, 
E.  Sage,  Nehemiah  Gates,  George  Carter,  David  Kelsey,  Eliphalet  Young, 
Jonah  Strickland,  Daniel  Burrows.  John  Paine.  Elijah  Johnson.  Nathan  John- 
son, Ingoldsby  W  Crawford,  Nathaniel  Newell,  jun.  Reuben  Marcy,  Daniel 
Glazier— 90. 


At  a  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Connecticut  holden  at  Hartford 
in  said  State,  on  the  second  Thursday  of  May,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventeen— 


Present1 


His  Excellency  John  Cotton  Smith  Esquire,  Governour; 

His  Honour  Jonathan  Ingersoll  Esquire,  Lieutenant  Governour; 


The  Honourable  Asher  Miller  \ 

Aaron  Austin 
Jonathan  Brace 
Elizur  Goodrich 
Matthew  Griswold 
Henry  Champion 
Frederick  Wolcott 
Roger  M.  Sherman 
Samuel  W.  Johnson 
Noah  B.  Benedict 
William  Perkins 
Samuel  B.  Sherwood,     / 


Assistants. 


The  Representatives  from  the  several  towns  were,2 


Jonathan  W.  Edwards,  Elisha  Mix  from  Hartford 

Amos  Peck,  Ethan  A.  Andrews  from  Berlin 

Bryan  Hooker  from  Bristol 

Theodore  Pettibone  from  Burlington 

William  Stone  from  Canton 

Shubael  Griswold,  Benjamin  Lyman  from  East  Hartford 

John  Stoughton  Junr.,  Abner  Reed  from  East  Windsor 

Elam  O.  Potter,  William  Dixon  from  Enfield 


1.  This  session  ran  from  May  8  to  May  31:  House  Journal.  The  copyist  included  the  list  of 
state  officers  and  assistants  from  1816;  for  the  new  roster  for  1817,  see  below,  p.  154. 

2.  On  April  15, 1817,  the  Mercury  estimated  that  the  Republicans  had  won  at  least  103  of  the 
201  seats  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  giving  them  a  majority  for  the  first  time.  The  Courant 
observed  on  the  same  day  that  the  parties  would  "stand  pretty  nearly  balanced"  in  the  House, 
although  the  Council  would  remain  in  Federalist  hands.  For  the  context  of  the  April  1817  elections, 
see  above,  pp.  xxix-xxxi. 
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John  Mix,  George  Norton  from  Farmington 

Jonathan  Wells,  Jeremiah  Stocking  from  Glastenbury 

Benajah  Holcomb  2d,  Orren  Lee  from  Granby 

Childs  Taylor,  Samuel  Benjamin  from  Hartland 

Joel  Foote  from  Marlborough 

James  Cornish,  Zelotes  Phelps  from  Simsbury 

Roswell  Moore,  Roger  Whittlesey  from  Southington 

Samuel  Hastings,  Andrew  Denison  from  Suffield 

Ezekiel  P.  Belden,  Levi  Lusk  from  Wethersfield 

Elisha  N.  Sill,  David  Grant  from  Windsor 

Charles  Denison,  Eleazer  Foster  from  New-Haven 

Jared  Bradley,  Jonathan  Rose  2d  from  Branford 

Charles  Shelton,  Samuel  A.  Foot  from  Cheshire 

Sheldon  Curtiss  from  Derby 

Eleazer  Hemingway  from  East  Haven 

Samuel  Robinson,  Benjamin  Baldwin  from  Guilford 

Amasa  Bradley  from  Hamden 

Stephen  Bailey  from  Meriden 

Philo  Bronson  from  Middlebury 

Benjamin  Bull,  Samuel  B.  Gunn  from  Milford 

Daniel  Pierpont  from  North-Haven 

Jared  Hawley  from  Oxford 

Park  Brown  from  Southbury 

Nathaniel  Andrews,  Eliakim  Hall  from  Wallingford 

Daniel  Steele,  Timothy  Gibbud  from  Waterbury 

Justus  Thomas,  Robert  Clark  from  Woodbridge 

Ambrose  Ives  from  Wolcott 

Christopher  Manwaring,  John  P.  Trott  from  New-London 

Ezra  Lathrop,  Roger  Huntington  from  Norwich 

Gardner  Avery  from  Bozrah 

John  R.  Watrous,  David  Deming  from  Colchester 

Eli  Hartshorn  from  Franklin 

Daniel  Huntington  from  Griswold 

James  Mitchell,  Erastus  Williams  from  Groton 

Freeman  Tracy  from  Lisbon 

Nathaniel  Matson,  Charles  Smith  from  Lyme 

David  Turner  from  Montville 

David  Coats,  John  Brown  from  North  Stonington 

Ebenezer  Avery,  Henry  F.  Lamb  from  Preston 

Enoch  Burrows,  Jesse  D.  Noyes  from  Stonington 

Jeremiah  Comstock  from  Waterford 
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David  Hill,  Gideon  Tomlinson  from  Fairfield 

Friend  Starr,  Elijah  Gregory  from  Danbury 

Noah  A.  Lacey  from  Brookfield 

Charles  Smith,  Enos  Lockwood  from  Greenwich 

Clark  Elliot,  William  Clark  from  Huntington 

Nathan  Seeley  from  New-Canaan 

Samuel  T.  Barnum  from  New-Fairfield 

Marcus  Botsford,  James  Bennett  from  Newtown 

Benjamin  Isaacs,  Samuel  B.  Warren  from  Norwalk 

Isaac  Beach,  Benjamin  Meeker  from  Redding 

William  Hawley,  Gamaliel  Benedict  from  Ridgefield 

Jedediah  Greaves  from  Sherman 

James  Stevens,  Simeon  H.  Minor  from  Stamford 

David  Plant,  David  Minott  from  Stratford 

Isaac  Booth  from  Trumbull 

Oliver  C.  Sanford,  Calvin  Wheeler  Junr.  from  Weston 

Daniel  Church  Junr.  from  Wilton 

Jonathan  Walcott,  Zacheus  Waldo  from  Windham 

Thomas  Dow,  Josias  Byles  from  Ashford 

Shubael  Brown  from  Brooklyn 

Luther  Payne,  Asa  Butts  from  Canterbury 

Silas  Fuller  from  Columbia 

Solomon  Taintor  from  Hampton 

John  Mason,  Ebenezer  Young  from  Killingly 

John  Robinson,  Stephen  D.  Tilden  from  Lebanon 

Ebenezer  Martin,  Roger  Waldo  from  Mansfield 

John  Lester,  Lemuel  Woodward  from  Plainfield 

Thomas  Hubbard,  Lemuel  Ingalls  from  Pomfret 

Dixon  Hall  from  Sterling 

John  Jacobs  Junr.,  George  Learned  from  Thompson 

Daniel  Keigwin  from  Voluntown 

Judah  Lyon,  Elias  Childs  2d  from  Woodstock 

Jonathan  Buell,  Ephraim  S.  Hall  from  Litchfield 

Moses  Hayden,  Oliver  Mills  from  Barkhempstead 

Sheldon  C.  Leavitt  from  Bethlem 

Jabez  Brewster,  Benajah  Douglass  from  Canaan 

Grove  Pinney,  Lancelot  Phelps  from  Colebrook 

Philo  Swift,  Oliver  Burnham  from  Cornwall 

Theodore  North,  Timothy  Hale  from  Goshen 

William  C.  Abernethy,  Uriah  Hopkins  from  Harwington 

Philo  Mills  from  Kent 
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Asa  Goodwin,  William  Cook  from  New-Hartford 

Orange  Merwin,  Joel  Sanford  from  New-Milford 

Nathaniel  Stevens,  Elizur  Munger  from  Norfolk 

Calvin  Butler  from  Plymouth 

Silas  Miner  from  Roxbury 

Daniel  Johnson,  Abijah  C.  Peet  from  Salisbury 

Oliver  Kellogg,  Israel  Camp  from  Sharon 

Lyman  Wetmore,  William  Battell  from  Torrington 

Judah  Eldred  from  Warren 

Daniel  B.  Brinsmade,  William  Coggswell  from  Washington 

Samuel  Elton  from  Watertown 

Benjamin  Benedict,  Merit  Bull  from  Winchester 

John  P.  Marshall,  Elijah  Sherman  Junr.  from  Woodbury 

Elisha  Coe,  Nathan  Starr  Junr.  from  Middletown 

Enoch  Sage,  Benjamin  Hurd  from  Chatham 

Charles  Coe,  W.  G.  Chauncey  from  Durham 

Eliphalet  Holmes,  Josiah  Griffin  from  East-Haddam 

Stephen  Tibbals,  John  Brainerd  2d  from  Haddam 

George  Carter,  David  Kelsey  from  Killingworth 

Elisha  Sill,  Joel  Pratt  from  Saybrook 

Eliphalet  Young,  Jonathan  Barnes  from  Tolland 

Saul  Alvord  Junr.  from  Bolton 

Elijah  Wright,  Gideon  Hollister  from  Coventry 

Asa  Willey  from  Ellington 

Daniel  Burrows,  John  S.  Peters  from  Hebron 

Oliver  Chapin  2d,  Oliver  Collins  from  Somers 

Elijah  Johnson,  Nathan  Johnson  from  Stafford 

Francis  McLean  from  Vernon 

Nathaniel  Newell,  Luther  Crawford  from  Union 

Reuben  Marcy,  Daniel  Glazier  from  Willington 

Charles  Denison,  Speaker. — 

John  S.  Peters  and  Simeon  H.  Minor,  Clerks.3 


3.  Denison,  a  Federalist,  remained  as  speaker;  Peters  and  Minor,  both  Republicans,  were  first- 
time  clerks.  Denison  was  chosen  "almost  unanimously,"  the  clerks  by  small  majorities.  Courant, 
May  13,  \S\7;  Mercury,  May  13,  1817.  Peters  (1772- 1858)  had  studied  medicine  in  New  York  and 
Philadelphia  before  establishing  a  practice  in  his  native  Hebron  in  1797.  A  state  representative  in 
several  earlier  sessions,  he  served  in  the  1818  Constitutional  Convention.  He  was  governor  of 
Connecticut  from  1831  to  1833.  Connecticut  Biographical  Dictionary .  .  .  (New  York,  1994),  pp. 
218-19;  Sobe!  and  Rumo,  Governors  of  the  United  States,  I,  164.  Minor  (or  Miner;  1777-1840)  had 
previously  represented  Stamford  in  the  Assembly  and  was  later  state's  attorney  for  Fairfield 
County.  Loomis  and  Calhoun.  Judicial  and  Civil  History,  pp.  521-22. 
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The  Honourable  Asher  Miller,  Aaron  Austin,  Jonathan  Brace,  Elizur  Good- 
rich, Matthew  Griswold,  Henry  Champion,  Frederick  Wolcott,  Roger  M. 
Sherman,  Samuel  W.  Johnson,  Noah  B.  Benedict,  William  Perkins  and  Samuel 

B.  Sherwood,  together  with  Messrs.  Edwards,  Stone,  E.  Foster,  S.  A.  Foote,  R. 
Huntington,  D.  Deming,  W.  Hawley,  G.  Tomlinson,  T.  Hubbard,  R.  Waldo,  S. 

C.  Leavitt,  J.  P.  Marshall,  N.  Starr  Junr.,  W.  G.  Chauncey,  S.  Alvord  Junr.  and 
Asa  Willey,  Esquires,  are  appointed  a  committee  to  receive  and  count  the  votes 
of  the  freemen  of  this  State  returned  to  this  Assembly  for  Governour,  Lieuten- 
ant Governour,  Assistants,  Treasurer  and  Secretary  of  this  State  for  the  year 
ensuing,  and  to  declare  the  persons  elected  to  those  offices  respectively. 

To  the  Honourable  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Connecticut,  now  in 
session,  the  Committee  appointed  to  receive  and  count  the  votes  of  the  Free- 
men of  this  State,  returned  to  this  Assembly,  for  Governour,  Lieutenant 
Governour,  Assistants,  Treasurer  and  Secretary,  respectfully  report,  that  they 
have  discharged  the  duties  assigned  them,  and  find  that  the4 


4.  On  May  1 3, 1 8 1 7,  the  Mercury  and  the  Courant  reported  the  following  votes  for  governor: 
Oliver  Wolcott  (Tolerationist)  1 3,655 

John  Cotton  Smith  (Federalist)  13,119 

Scattering  202 

The  re-election  of  Jonathan  Ingersoll  as  lieutenant  governor,  supported  by  both  parties,  was  with- 
out opposition.  Mercury,  Apr.  15,  1817.  Incumbent  treasurer  Andrew  Kingsbury  and  secretary 
Thomas  Day  were  also  re-elected  unopposed. 

Asa  Chapman  and  Elias  Perkins  were  new  assistants,  replacing  Asher  Miller  and  Samuel  B. 
Sherwood;  the  former  had  not  been  renominated,  the  latter  had  been  elected  to  the  U.S.  Congress: 
above,  pp.  83,  84.  The  votes  for  the  successful  candidates  ranged  from  11,595  for  Frederick 
Wolcott  to  6,292  for  William  Perkins.  Courant,  May  13,  1817.  Chapman  (1770-1825),  an  Epis- 
copalian and  many  times  a  representative  from  Newtown  and  a  justice  of  the  peace  for  Fairfield 
County,  had  studied  law  with  Tapping  Reeve  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1795.  Elias  Perkins 
(1767-1845),  who  had  often  represented  New  London  in  the  Assembly,  had  served  as  speaker  of 
the  House,  county  court  judge,  president  of  the  New  London  Bank,  and  as  a  Federalist  representa- 
tive to  the  U.S.  Congress;  later  he  was  mayor  of  New  London.  Dexter,  Yale  Biographies,  IV,  502- 
3;  V,  6-7. 

Although  it  is  not  recorded  in  the  Public  Records,  two  members  of  the  state's  Congressional 
delegation  elected  in  fall  1816  had  to  be  replaced:  Sylvanus  Backus  had  died  and  Charles  Denison 
had  declined  to  serve:  see  above,  pp.  83-84,  83-84n.  A  special  election  was  held  in  spring  1817; 
chosen  in  their  places  were  Nathaniel  Terry  and  Ebenezer  Huntington,  whose  names  had  ap- 
peared on  the  1816  nomination:  Journal,  Mar.  4,  Apr.  8,  1817;  Mercury,  May  13,  1817;  Courant, 
May  13,  1817;  above,  p.  7.  Terry  (1768-1844)  had  studied  law  with  Jesse  Root  and  practiced  in 
Enfield  before  moving  to  Hartford  in  1796.  He  represented  that  city  in  the  Assembly  on  a  number 
of  occasions;  a  justice  of  the  peace  and  an  active  participant  in  the  1818  Constitutional  Conven- 
tion, he  also  served  as  president  of  the  Hartford  Bank  and  mayor  of  Hartford.  Huntington  (1754- 
1 834)  had  a  distinguished  career  as  a  Revolutionary  War  soldier  and  served  as  adjutant  general  of 
the  state  militia  from  1792  to  1823.  He  had  been  involved  in  several  business  enterprises  in  his 
native  Norwich  and  had  served  briefly  in  Congress  a  few  years  earlier.  Dexter,  Yale  Biographies, 
III,  565-67;  IV,  514-15. 
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Honourable  Oliver  Wolcott  is  elected  Governour,  and  the 
Honourable  Jonathan  Ingersoll,  Lieutenant  Governour;  and  they  have  been 
declared  accordingly;  and  that  the 
Honourable  Aaron  Austin 

Jonathan  Brace 

Elizur  Goodrich 

Matthew  Griswold 

Henry  Champion 

Frederick  Wolcott 

Roger  Minot  Sherman 

Samuel  William  Johnson 

Noah  B.  Benedict 

William  Perkins 

Asa  Chapman  and 

Elias  Perkins,  Esquires,  are  chosen  Assistants; 
Andrew  Kingsbury  Esquire,  Treasurer;  and 

Thomas  Day  Esquire,  Secretary,  for  the  year  ensuing.  All  which  is  submit- 
ted— Done  the  8th  day  of  May  1817.  Signed  by  order. 

Asher  Miller.  Chairman. — 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Elisha  Colt  Esquire,  Controller  of  the  Public  Ac- 
counts of  this  State,  for  the  year  ensuing. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  the  Honourable  John  Treadwell  and  Pliny 
Hillyer  and  Samuel  Woodruff  Esquires,  Overseers  of  New-Gate  Prison,  for  the 
year  ensuing. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Enoch  Perkins  and  Michael  Olcott  Esquires, 
with  the  Controller  of  Public  Accounts,  to  audit  and  adjust  the  accounts  of  the 
Treasurer  of  this  State,  to  the  30th  day  of  September  next,  and  report  make  to 
the  General  Assembly  in  October  next. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  the  Honourable  Zephaniah  Swift  to  be  Chief 
Judge  of  the  Superiour  Court  in  this  State,  for  the  year  ensuing.*' 


5.  The  Assembly  reappointed  the  same  Federalist  Superior  Court  judges  chosen  the  previous 
year:  above,  p.  8.  The  Republican  American  Mercury  opined  that  "The  choice  of  the  Judges  .  .  . 
evinced  the  fact  that  the  republican  party  know  how  to  appreciate  talents  and  erudition,  although 
found  in  political  opponents."  House  Proceedings  of  May  14,  1817:  Mercury;  May  20,  1817. 
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This  Assembly  do  appoint  the  Honourable  John  Trumbull  Judge  of  the 
Superiour  Court  in  this  State,  for  the  year  ensuing. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  the  Honourable  William  Edmond  Judge  of  the 
Superiour  Court  in  this  State,  for  the  year  ensuing. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  the  Honourable  Nathaniel  Smith  Judge  of  the 
Superiour  Court  in  this  State,  for  the  year  ensuing. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  the  Honourable  Jeremiah  G.  Brainard  Judge  of 
the  Superiour  Court  in  this  State,  for  the  year  ensuing. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  the  Honourable  Simeon  Baldwin  Judge  of  the 
Superiour  Court  in  this  State,  for  the  year  ensuing. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  the  Honourable  Calvin  Goddard  Judge  of  the 
Superiour  Court  in  this  State,  for  the  year  ensuing. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  the  Honourable  Stephen  Titus  Hosmer  Judge  of 
the  Superiour  Court  in  this  State,  for  the  year  ensuing. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  the  Honourable  James  Gould  Judge  of  the 
Superiour  Court  in  this  State,  for  the  year  ensuing. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  the  Honourable  Jonathan  Brace  Judge  of  the 
county  Court  for  the  county  of  Hartford,  for  the  year  ensuing. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  the  Honourable  Elizur  Goodrich  Judge  of  the 
county  Court  for  the  county  of  New-Haven,  for  the  year  ensuing. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  the  Honourable  Elias  Perkins  Judge  of  the 
county  Court  for  the  county  of  New-London,  for  the  year  ensuing. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  the  Honourable  Samuel  W.  Johnson  Judge  of  the 
county  Court  for  the  county  of  Fairfield,  for  the  year  ensuing. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Jabez  Clark  Esquire  Judge  of  the  county  Court 
for  the  county  of  Windham,  for  the  year  ensuing. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Augustus  Pettibone  Esquire  Judge  of  the  county 
Court  for  the  county  of  Litchfield,  for  the  year  ensuing. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  the  Honourable  Asher  Miller  Judge  of  the 
County  Court  for  the  county  of  Middlesex,  for  the  year  ensuing. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Sylvester  Gilbert  Esquire  Judge  of  the  county 
Court  for  the  County  of  Tolland,  for  the  year  ensuing. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  the  Honourable  Jonathan  Brace  Judge  of  Probate 
for  the  District  of  Hartford,  for  the  year  ensuing. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  the  Honourable  Elizur  Goodrich  Judge  of  Pro- 
bate for  the  district  of  New-Haven,  for  the  year  ensuing. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  the  Honourable  Matthew  Griswold  Judge  of  Pro- 
bate for  the  district  of  New-London,  for  the  year  ensuing. 
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This  Assembly  do  appoint  Hezekiah  Ripley  Esquire  Judge  of  Probate  for 
the  district  of  Windham,  for  the  year  ensuing. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  the  Honourable  Frederick  Wolcott  Judge  of  Pro- 
bate for  the  district  of  Litchfield,  for  the  year  ensuing. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Rufus  Adams  Esquire  Judge  of  Probate  for  the 
district  of  Plainfield,  for  the  year  ensuing. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Henry  Hill  Esquire  Judge  of  Probate  for  the  dis- 
trict of  Guilford,  for  the  year  ensuing. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Samuel  Rowland  Esquire  Judge  of  Probate  for 
the  district  of  Fairfield,  for  the  year  ensuing. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  the  Honourable  Asher  Miller  Judge  of  Probate 
for  the  district  of  Middletown,  for  the  year  ensuing. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Augustus  Pettibone  Esquire  Judge  of  Probate  for 
the  district  of  Norfolk,  for  the  year  ensuing. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  John  Strong  Junr.  Esquire  Judge  of  Probate  for 
the  district  of  Woodbury,  for  the  year  ensuing. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Joseph  Wood  Esquire  Judge  of  Probate  for  the 
district  of  Stamford  for  the  year  ensuing. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Daniel  B.  Cooke  Esquire  Judge  of  Probate  for 
the  district  of  Danbury,  for  the  year  ensuing. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Isaac  Spencer  2d  Esquire  Judge  of  Probate  for 
the  district  of  East-Haddam,  for  the  year  ensuing. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Nathaniel  Shipman  Esquire,  Judge  of  Probate  for 
the  district  of  Norwich,  for  the  year  ensuing. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Lemuel  Grosvenor  Esquire  Judge  of  Probate  for 
the  district  of  Pomfret,  for  the  year  ensuing. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Elisha  Sterling  Esquire  Judge  of  Probate  for  the 
district  of  Sharon,  for  the  year  ensuing. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Jonathan  Barnes  Esquire  Judge  of  Probate  for 
the  district  of  Stafford,  for  the  year  ensuing. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Solomon  Everest  Esquire  Judge  of  Probate  for 
the  district  of  Simsbury,  for  the  year  ensuing. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Ralph  Hurlbutt  Esquire  Judge  of  Probate  for  the 
district  of  Stonington,  for  the  year  ensuing. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  George  W.  Stanley  Esquire  Judge  of  Probate  for 
the  district  of  Wallingford,  for  the  year  ensuing. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  John  Mix  Esquire  Judge  of  Probate  for  the  dis- 
trict of  Farmington,  for  the  year  ensuing. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Jonathan  Lay  Esquire  Judge  of  Probate  for  the 
district  of  Saybrook,  for  the  year  ensuing. 
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This  Assembly  do  appoint  the  Honourable  Samuel  W.  Johnson  Judge  of 
Probate  for  the  district  of  Stratford,  for  the  year  ensuing. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Henry  Terry  Esquire  Judge  of  Probate  for  the  dis- 
trict of  East- Windsor,  for  the  year  ensuing. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  John  Kingsbury  Esquire  Judge  of  Probate  for  the 
district  of  Waterbury,  for  the  year  ensuing. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Clark  Bissell  Esquire  Judge  of  Probate  for  the 
district  of  Norwalk,  for  the  year  ensuing. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  David  S.  Boardman  Esquire  Judge  of  Probate  for 
the  district  of  New-Milford,  for  the  year  ensuing. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Sylvester  Gilbert  Esquire  Judge  of  Probate  for 
the  district  of  Hebron,  for  the  year  ensuing. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Pliny  Hillyer  Esquire  Judge  of  Probate  for  the 
district  of  Granby,  for  the  year  ensuing. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Pliny  Hillyer  Esquire,  Justice  of  the  Peace  and 
Quorum,  for  the  County  of  Hartford,  for  the  year  ensuing. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  John  Mix  Esquire,  Justice  of  the  Peace  and 
Quorum,  for  the  County  of  Hartford,  for  the  year  ensuing. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Samuel  Woodruff  Esquire,  Justice  of  the  Peace 
and  Quorum,  for  the  County  of  Hartford,  for  the  year  ensuing. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Thomas  Day  Esquire,  Justice  of  the  Peace  and 
Quorum,  for  the  County  of  Hartford,  for  the  year  ensuing. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  John  Kingsbury  Esquire,  Justice  of  the  Peace  and 
Quorum,  for  the  County  of  New-Haven,  for  the  year  ensuing. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Dyer  White  Esquire,  Justice  of  the  Peace  and 
Quorum,  for  the  County  of  New-Haven,  for  the  year  ensuing. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Nathaniel  Griffing  Esquire,  Justice  of  the  Peace 
and  Quorum,  for  the  County  of  New-Haven,  for  the  year  ensuing. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Isaac  Mills  Esquire,  Justice  of  the  Peace  and 
Quorum,  for  the  County  of  New-Haven,  for  the  year  ensuing. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  the  Honourable  Matthew  Griswold  Justice  of  the 
Peace  and  Quorum,  for  the  County  of  New-London,  for  the  year  ensuing. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Nathaniel  Shipman  Esquire,  Justice  of  the  Peace 
and  Quorum,  for  the  County  of  New-London,  for  the  year  ensuing. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Luther  Spalding  Esquire  Justice  of  the  Peace  and 
Quorum,  for  the  County  of  New-London,  for  the  year  ensuing. 
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This  Assembly  do  appoint  Moses  Warren  Esquire,  Justice  of  the  Peace  and 
Quorum,  for  the  County  of  New-London,  for  the  year  ensuing. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Daniel  B.  Cooke  Esquire,  Justice  of  the  Peace 
and  Quorum,  for  the  County  of  Fairfield,  for  the  year  ensuing. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Samuel  Whiting  Esquire  Justice  of  Peace  and 
Quorum,  for  the  County  of  Fairfield,  for  the  year  ensuing. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  David  Plant  Esquire,  Justice  of  the  Peace  and 
Quorum,  for  the  County  of  Fairfield,  for  the  year  ensuing. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Hezekiah  Ripley  Esquire,  Justice  of  the  Peace 
and  Quorum,  for  the  County  of  Windham,  for  the  year  ensuing. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Lemuel  Ingalls  Esquire  Justice  of  the  Peace  and 
Quorum,  for  the  County  of  Windham,  for  the  year  ensuing. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  James  Gordon  Junr.  Esquire  Justice  of  the  Peace 
and  Quorum,  for  the  County  of  Windham,  for  the  year  ensuing. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Daniel  N.  Brinsmade  Esquire,  Justice  of  the 
Peace  and  Quorum,  for  the  County  of  Litchfield,  for  the  year  ensuing. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Oliver  Burnham  Esquire  Justice  of  the  Peace  and 
Quorum,  for  the  County  of  Litchfield,  for  the  year  ensuing. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Cyrus  Swan  Esquire,  Justice  of  the  Peace  and 
Quorum,  for  the  County  of  Litchfield,  for  the  year  ensuing. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Martin  Strong  Esquire,  Justice  of  the  Peace  and 
Quorum,  for  the  County  of  Litchfield,  for  the  year  ensuing. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Seth  Overton  Esquire,  Justice  of  the  Peace  and 
Quorum,  for  the  County  of  Middlesex,  for  the  year  ensuing. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Josiah  Griffin  Esquire,  Justice  of  the  Peace  and 
Quorum,  for  the  County  of  Middlesex,  for  the  year  ensuing. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  John  Alsop  Esquire,  Justice  of  the  Peace  and 
Quorum,  for  the  County  of  Middlesex,  for  the  year  ensuing. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Oliver  King  Esquire,  Justice  of  the  Peace  and 
Quorum,  for  the  County  of  Tolland,  for  the  year  ensuing. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  John  Hall  Esquire,  Justice  of  the  Peace  and 
Quorum,  for  the  County  of  Tolland,  for  the  year  ensuing. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Joel  Jones  Esquire,  Justice  of  the  Peace  and 
Quorum,  for  the  County  of  Tolland,  for  the  year  ensuing. 
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This  Assembly  do  appoint  Saul  Alvord  Junr.  Esqr.  Justice  of  the  Peace  and 
Quorum,  for  the  County  of  Tolland,  for  the  year  ensuing. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Jonathan  Bull,  William  Moseley,  Nathaniel 
Terry,  Enoch  Perkins,  Andrew  Kingsbury,  John  Caldwell,  Amasa  Keyes, 
Thomas  Chester,  Elisha  Colt,  Jonathan  W.  Edwards,  John  Morgan,  Ichabod 
Lord  Skinner,  Thomas  S.  Williams,  Walter  Mitchell,  Samuel  Cowles,  John  M. 
Gannett,  Elisha  Mix,  Joseph  Trumbull,  Seth  Terry,  Sheldon  W.  Candee,  John 
Russ,  Amos  Hosford,  James  North,  Daniel  Dunbar,  David  Webster,  Roger 
Norton,  Ezra  Scovill,  David  Whittlesey,  Ethan  A.  Andrews,  Jabez  Langdon, 
Enos  Ives,  Bryan  Hooker,  Tracey  Peck,  Abraham  Pettibone,  Simeon  Hart, 
Bliss  Hart,  Theodore  Pettibone,  Ezra  Adams,  Solomon  Everest,  James 
Humphreys,  Jasper  Bidwell,  William  Stone,  Jedediah  Wilcox,  George 
Griswold,  Shubael  Griswold,  Samuel  Pitkin,  Timothy  Hall,  John  Olds,  Theo- 
dore Pitkin,  Alexander  McLean,  Roswell  Grant,  Caleb  Booth,  John  Stoughton, 
Junr.,  Timothy  Ellsworth,  Jonathan  Bartlett,  Joel  Holkins,  Noah  Sadd,  Eli  B. 
Haskell,  Elam  O.  Potter,  William  Dixon,  John  Treadwell,  Timothy  Pitkin, 
Roger  Hooker,  Ezekiel  Cowles,  Thomas  S.  Day,  George  Norton,  Horace 
Cowles,  Philip  Sellew,  Zephaniah  H.  Smith,  Elisha  Hale,  Pardon  Brown, 
David  E.  Hubbard,  Andrew  Hillyer,  Hezekiah  Holcomb,  Joseph  Cornish, 
Nathaniel  Pratt,  Asa  Haynes,  John  Treat,  Philander  Humphreys,  Abiathar 
Newton,  Elijah  Coe,  Ephraim  Selby,  Nathaniel  Bos  worth,  Joel  Foote,  Israel 
Foote,  Elisha  Buel,  Calvin  Barber,  Campbell  Humphreys,  John  Bestor,  Wil- 
liam Mather,  Timothy  Goodwin,  Benjamin  Ely,  Elisha  Phelps,  Roger 
Whittlesey,  Roswell  Moore,  Ichabod  C.  Frisbie,  Samuel  H.  Woodruff,  Asahel 
Hatheway,  Joseph  Austin,  John  W.  Hanchett,  William  Gay,  Godfrey 
Scarborough,  Oliver  Pease,  Stephen  Mix  Mitchell,  Joseph  Bulkley,  John  Wil- 
liams, Ezekiel  P.  Belden,  Martin  Kellogg  Junr.,  Frederick  Robbins,  Oliver 
Mather,  Isaac  Owen,  Edward  Selden,  Elihu  Mills,  John  Sargeant,  Luther  Fitch, 
Ezra  Hayden,  Henry  L.  Ellsworth,  Abraham  Griswold,  Elisha  N.  Sill,  Samuel 
Wells,  Samuel  Hastings,  [and]  Joab  Griffen  Esquire[s],  Justice[s]  of  the  Peace, 
for  the  County  of  Hartford,  for  the  year  ensuing. 

Whereas  Charles  Jenks  Esquire,  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  the  County  of  Hart- 
ford, has  failed  of  paying  to  the  Treasurer,  the  money  by  him  collected  for  duty 
on  writs,  but  has  since  paid  the  same, 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  said  Charles  Jenks  Esquire,  be,  and  he 
hereby  is  appointed  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  the  County  of  Hartford  for  the  year 
ensuing,  with  full  power  and  authority  to  hold  and  execute  said  office. — 
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Whereas  Henry  Terry  Esquire,  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  the  County  of  Hartford, 
has  failed  of  making  return  of  monies  collected  for  duties  on  writs,  by  the  time  al- 
lowed by  law,  but  has  since  made  return  and  paid  the  same  to  the  Treasurer, 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  he  be  and  hereby  is  appointed  Justice  of  the 
Peace  for  the  County  of  Hartford,  for  the  year  ensuing;  and  that  he  be  author- 
ised to  execute  said  office,  any  law  to  the  contrary,  nothwithstanding. 

Whereas  Daniel  Gillett  Esquire,  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  the  County  of  Hart- 
ford, has  failed  of  paying  to  the  Treasurer,  the  money  received  by  him  for 
duties  on  writs  by  the  time  allowed  by  law,  but  has  since  paid  the  same; 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  said  Daniel  Gillett  be,  and  he  hereby  is  ap- 
pointed Justice  of  the  Peace  for  the  County  of  Hartford,  for  the  year  ensuing, 
with  full  power  and  authority  to  execute  said  office. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Henry  Daggett,  James  Hillhouse,  David 
Daggett,  Joseph  Darling,  Nathan  Smith,  Elisha  Munson,  Charles  Denison, 
Eneas  Munson  Junr.,  Stephen  Twining,  Seth  P.  Staples,  Eleazer  Foster,  Henry 
Ward,  Orchard  Gould,  Benjamin  Page,  James  Barker,  Josiah  J.  Linsley,  Eli 
Fowler,  Ebenezer  Linsley  Junr.,  Burrage  Beach,  Thomas  T.  Cornwall,  Rufus 
Hitchcock,  Samuel  Peck,  John  Humphreys,  Philo  Bassett,  John  L.  Tomlinson, 
John  Humphreys  Junr.,  Sheldon  Curtiss,  Ira  Smith,  Josiah  Bradley,  Enos  Hem- 
ingway, Stephen  Woodward,  Jonathan  Todd,  Henry  Hill,  Nathan  Chidsey, 
Daniel  Hand,  Samuel  Fowler,  Thomas  R.  Bray,  Joel  Munger,  William  Todd, 
John  Hubbard,  Eli  Whitney,  Elam  Ives,  Amasa  Bradley,  Russel  Pierpont, 
Asaph  Merriam,  Jared  Benham,  Benajah  Andrews,  Patrick  Clark,  David 
Thompson,  Nathaniel  Richardson,  Elias  Clark,  Benjamin  Bull,  William 
Durand,  Samuel  B.  Gunn,  Joshua  Barns,  Peter  Eastman,  Justus  Bishop,  Daniel 
Pierpont,  David  Tomlinson,  Abel  Wheeler,  Charles  Bunnel,  Shadrach 
Osborne,  Simeon  Hinman,  Curtis  Hinman,  Burton  Canfield,  Amos  Johnson, 
Samuel  Hall,  Ephraim  Cook,  Aaron  Hall,  George  W.  Stanley,  Samuel  Cook, 
Amos  Dutton,  Frederick  Hotchkiss,  Truman  Porter,  Bennet  Bronson,  Cyrus 
Clark,  Daniel  Steele,  David  French,  Elihu  Sanford,  John  Thomas,  Hezekiah 
Baldwin,  Justus  Thomas,  Mark  Harrison,  Isaac  Bronson,  Ambrose  Ives, 
Charles  H.  Pond,  [and]  BelaFarnhamEsquirefs],  Justice[s]  of  the  Peace  for  the 
County  of  New-Haven,  for  the  year  ensuing. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Lyman  Law,  Coddington  Billings,  Jacob  B. 
Gurley,  William  P.  Cleaveland,  Jirah  Isham,  Ebenezer  Learned,  Isaac  Thomp- 
son, William  F.  Brainard,  Charles  Bulkley,  Jared  Starr,  James  Lanman,  Erastus 
Huntington,  Jabez  Huntington,  Simeon  Thomas,  Joseph  Williams,  James 
Stedman,  Benjamin  Snow,  Charles  P.  Huntington,  George  Perkins,  Farewell 
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Coit,  Zachariah  Huntington,  Andrew  Huntington,  Andrew  Perkins,  Asa  Fitch, 
Joshua  Stark,  Gardner  Avery,  John  Isham,  John  R.  Watrous,  Roger  Bulkley, 
Asa  Bigelow,  Benjamin  Trumbull,  Samuel  A.  Peters,  Asa  Newton,  Seth 
Lathrop,  Aristarchus  Champion,  John  Isham  Junr.,  Silas  Hartshorn,  Eleazer 
Tracy,  Oliver  Johnson,  Jacob  Kingsbury,  Eli  Hartshorn,  Alexander  Stewart, 
Charles  Fanning,  John  Tyler,  Elijah  Lester,  Nathaniel  Coit,  Ebenezer  Avery 
Junr.,  Ralph  Hurlbut,  Christopher  Morgan,  John  O.  Miner,  Christopher  Lester, 
Noyes  Barber,  Amos  A.  Niles,  Roswell  Fish,  Rufus  Smith,  Levi  Perkins,  Wil- 
liam Adams,  Freeman  Tracy,  Calvin  Selden,  Selden  Warner,  William  Noyes, 
Remick  Wait,  Charles  Griswold,  Joseph  E.  Ely,  Nathaniel  Matson,  Ebenezer 
Brockway,  Harris  Tinker,  Jared  Comstock,  David  Turner,  Asahel  Otis, 
Mumford  Dolbear,  Oliver  Comstock,  Stephen  Avery,  Thomas  Prentice,  John 
Smith  2d,  Elias  Hewitt,  Nathan  Pendleton,  Sands  Cole,  Chester  Smith,  Jere- 
miah Halsey,  Solomon  Giddings,  Jonah  Witter,  Stephen  Meech,  Walter 
Palmer,  Jared  Gallup,  Isaac  Williams  2d,  William  Randall,  Park  Williams, 
Joseph  Smith,  William  Robertson,  William  Lord,  Joseph  Noyes  3d,  Alexander 
G.  Smith,  George  Williams,  William  Moore  4th,  Daniel  H.  Caulkins,  William 
Stockman,  Jeremiah  Comstock,  Charles  Avery,  Richard  McCurdy,  Henry 
Perkins,  Elisha  J.  Abel,  John  B.  Tyler,  Daniel  Eldridge,  Peter  Richards,  Wil- 
liam Belcher,  Ebenezer  Morgan,  Seth  Ely  Junr.,  Seth  Smith,  Jacob  Loomis, 
[and]  Ezra  Lathrop  Esquire[s],  Justice[s]  of  the  Peace,  for  the  County  of  New- 
London,  for  the  year  ensuing. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Samuel  Rowland,  Hull 
Bradley,  Eliphalet  Swift,  Amos  Burr,  Gideon  Tomlinson,  Gershom  Burr, 
Samuel  B.  Sherwood,  Aaron  Sherwood,  Ebenezer  Banks,  David  Hill,  Daniel 
N.  Carrington,  Matthew  B.  Whittlesey,  David  Foot,  Alanson  Hamlin,  Moses 
Hatch,  Samuel  H.  Phillips,  Samuel  Taylor,  Benjamin  Hoyt  Junr.,  Colbe  Cham- 
berlain, Daniel  Tomlinson,  Heman  Birch,  John  Northrop,  Ebenezer  Mead, 
William  Knapp,  David  Wood,  Gilbert  Close,  Joshua  Ferris,  Abel  French, 
Ebenezer  Beardsley,  Samuel  Wheeler,  Lemuel  Judson,  William  Shelton, 
Joseph  Shelton,  Deodate  Silliman,  Isaac  Richards,  Stephen  Betts,  David  Lane, 
Samuel  T.  Barnum,  Samuel  C.  Blackman,  Zachariah  Ferris,  Timothy  Shepard, 
Ebenezer  Turner,  John  Curtis,  Benjamin  F.  Shelton,  Marcus  Botsford,  Henry 
Belden,  Clark  Bissell,  Lewis  Raymond,  Seth  Taylor,  Benjamin  Isaa[c]s,  Bar- 
nabas Marvin,  William  Heron,  Billy  Comstock,  Jonathan  R.  Sanford,  Lemuel 
Sanford,  Nathan  Smith,  Samuel  Stebbins,  Job  Smith,  Timothy  Keeler,  Jared 
Olmstead,  Jesse  S.  Bradley,  Reuben  Scofield,  John  Davenport  Junr.,  Simeon 
H.  Minor,  John  Augur,  Jabez  H.  Tomlinson,  Elijah  Ufford,  Charles  McEwen, 
Daniel  Judson,  Joseph  Backus,  William  Peet,  Lambert  Lockwood,  Noah 
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Plumb,  Gershom  Barlow,  David  Northrop,  Jedediah  Graves,  Judson  Curtis, 
Stephen  Middlebrook,  Lewis  Burton,  Philo  Booth,  Jeremiah  Rowland,  Isaac 
Bennet,  Simeon  Fanton,  Calvin  Wheeler  Junr.,  Abel  Gregory,  Matthew 
Marvin,  Ezekiel  Sturges,  Thaddeus  Mead,  Samuel  Webb,  Thomas  Taylor, 
Andrew  Beers,  David  Judah,  Israel  Bibbins,  Edmond  Burr,  Comfort  Hoyt, 
Eliphalet  St.  John,  Gideon  Beardslee,  William  St.  John,  Joseph  Wood, 
Gamaliel  B.  Giddings,  Zadoc  Raymond,  [and]  Squier  Adams,  Esquire[s],  Jus- 
tice^] of  the  Peace,  for  the  County  of  Fairfield,  for  the  year  ensuing. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Jabez  Clark,  Ebenezer  Devotion,  Samuel  Gray, 
Samuel  Perkins,  Phillip  Hayward,  David  Young,  Zebediah  Tracy,  John  Fitch, 
William  Walker,  Josias  Byles,  Benjamin  Bosworth,  Joel  Ward,  Levi  Work,  Alva 
Simmons,  Joseph  Scarborough,  John  Parish,  Roger  W.  Williams,  Daniel  Frost, 
Luther  Payne,  Asa  Butts,  Rufus  Adams,  Andrew  T.  Judson,  Daniel  Frost  Junr., 
Asa  Burgess,  Asahel  Bacon,  Asahel  Clark  Junr.,  Samuel  Bliss,  Samuel  Little, 
Silas  Fuller,  Philip  Pearle,  James  Burnett,  Ebenezer  Griffin,  Joseph  Prentiss, 
James  Danielson,  Ezra  Hutchins,  Joseph  Adams,  Anthony  Brown,  Hobart 
Torrey,  Elisha  Howe,  Ebenezer  Young,  Thaddeus  Clark,  William  T  Williams, 
Eliphalet  Metcalf,  Peleg  Thomas  Junr.,  Asahel  Dewey,  Frederick  Freeman,  John 
Salter,  Royal  Storrs,  Zalmon  Storrs,  James  Gordon,  Joseph  Eaton,  John 
Douglass,  John  Lester,  Thomas  Grosvenor,  Lemuel  Grosvenor,  John  Holbrook, 
Darius  Matthewson,  John  Wylie,  Dyer  Ames,  Richard  Burlingame,  Henry 
Sabin,  Thaddeus  Learned,  Noadiah  Russell,  George  Learned,  John  Jacobs  Junr., 
David  H.  Phipps,  Simon  Davis  Junr.,  Jonathan  Nichols  Junr.,  Allyn  Campbell, 
James  Alexander,  John  Wylie,  John  McClellan,  John  Fox,  Nehemiah  Child, 
Ransellaer  Child,  John  Baldwin,  Edmund  Badger,  Elisha  Hutchinson,  Artemas 
Gurley,  Ebenezer  Grosvenor,  Amos  Payne,  Elias  Child  2d,  Lemuel  Woodward, 
John  Dunlap,  [and]  David  Bolles  Esquirefs],  Justice[s]  of  the  Peace,  for  the 
County  of  Windham,  for  the  year  ensuing. 

Whereas  John  H.  Payson  neglected  to  make  return  of  the  duties  received  by 
him,  on  writs,  &c.  to  the  Treasurer  of  this  State,  on  or  before  the  20th  day  of 
May  instant,  according  to  law;  but  has  since  made  return,  and  paid  the  amount 
by  him  received,  into  the  Treasury; 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  said  John  H.  Payson  be,  and  he  hereby  is  ap- 
pointed Justice  of  the  Peace  for  the  County  of  Windham,  for  the  year  ensuing; 
and  he  is  hereby  made  capable  in  law,  to  discharge  and  execute  the  office  of 
Justice  of  the  Peace  in  said  county,  any  law  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. — 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  John  Cotton  Smith,  Tapping  Reeve,  James  Morris, 
Uriel  Holmes,  Seth  Landon,  Nathan  Bassett,  Roger  N.  Whittlesey,  Asa  Bacon 
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Junr.,  Phinehas  Miner,  Levi  Catlin,  Morris  Woodruff,  Jabez  W.  Huntington,  Seth 
P.  Beers,  Jonathan  Buell,  John  Welch,  Moses  Hayden,  John  Merrils,  Luke 
Loomis,  William  Taylor,  Billy  Ambler,  George  D.  Kasson,  John  Elmore,  Silas 
Franklin,  John  Holabird,  Azariah  Smith,  William  M.  Burrall,  Joshua  Cornwall, 
Benajah  Douglass,  Elijah  Rockwell,  Reuben  Rockwell,  Seth  Marshall,  Nathan 
Bass,  Oliver  Burnham,  Benjamin  Gold,  Rufus  Swift,  John  Calhoun,  Benjamin 
Sedgwick,  Adino  Hale,  Moses  Lyman  Junr.,  William  Stanley,  Theodore  North, 
Lewis  Catlin,  Benjamin  Griswold,  Julius  Caswell,  Matthew  Elliot,  Nathaniel  P. 
Perry,  Mills  Bordwell,  Hopson  Pratt,  Roger  Mills,  Chauncey  Seymour,  William 
G.  Williams,  Asa  Goodwin,  Reuben  Warner,  Elisha  Bostwick,  Abijah  Treat, 
David  S.  Boardman,  Nathaniel  Taylor,  Abel  Merwin,  Ebenezer  Smith,  Joel  San- 
ford,  Augustus  Pettibone,  Eleazer  Holt,  Benjamin  Welch,  Joseph  Battell, 
Michael  F.  Mills,  Daniel  Potter,  Calvin  Butler,  Thomas  Mitchell,  Elihu  Canfield, 
Phinehas  Smith,  Silas  Miner,  Samuel  Lee,  Elisha  Sterling,  Lot  Norton,  Martin 
Strong,  John  M.  Holly,  Eliphalet  Whittlesey,  Samuel  Church,  Daniel  St.  John, 
Calvin  Gay,  Samuel  E.  Everett,  Oliver  Kellogg,  Cyrus  Swan,  Ansel  Sterling, 
Samuel  Rockwell,  Samuel  R.  Gager,  Norman  Griswold,  William  Battell,  Lyman 
Wetmore,  Erastus  Hodges,  Russell  C.  Abernethy,  John  Tallmadge,  Ebenezer 
Tanner,  Benjamin  Carter,  Judah  Eldred,  Daniel  N.  Brinsmade,  David  Whittlesey, 
William  Coggswell,  Elijah  Hazen,  Daniel  B.  Brinsmade,  Charles  Merriman, 
John  H.  Deforest,  Holbrook  Curtis,  Garrit  Smith,  Amos  Baldwin,  Daniel  Hicox 
Junr.,  Samuel  Hurlbut,  Solomon  Rockwell,  Joseph  Miller,  James  Beebe,  John 
Strong  Junr.,  Matthew  Miner  Junr.,  Nehemiah  Lambert,  Joseph  H.  Bellamy 
[and]  Sheldon  C.  Leavitt  Esquire[s],  Justice[s]  of  the  Peace  for  the  County  of 
Litchfield,  for  the  year  ensuing. 

Whereas  James  Brace  Esquire,  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  the  County  of  Litch- 
field, has  failed  of  making  return  of  monies  collected  for  duties  on  writs,  by  the 
time  allowed  by  law;  but  has  since  made  return  and  paid  the  same  to  the  Treasurer; 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  he  be,  and  hereby  is  appointed  Justice  of  the 
Peace  for  the  County  of  Litchfield,  for  the  year  ensuing;  and  that  he  be  autho- 
rized to  execute  said  office,  any  law  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Samuel  W.  Dana,  Asher  Miller,  Matthew  T 
Russel,  Nehemiah  Hubbard,  Ebenezer  Sage,  William  Plumb,  Isaac  Gridley, 
John  Pratt,  Ebenezer  Roberts  2d,  Elijah  Hubbard,  Eli  Coe,  Josiah  Sage, 
Chauncey  Whittlesey,  Levi  H.  Clarke,  Samuel  Gill,  Josiah  Savage,  Daniel  J. 
Griswold,  Stephen  Tibbills,  Oliver  Wells,  Jonathan  Huntington  Junr.,  Reuben 
R.  Chapman,  Timothy  Chapman,  Calvin  Brainard,  Simon  Shaylor,  John 
Brainard  2d,  Daniel  Shepard,  Seth  Overton,  John  Parmele,  David  Clark,  Wil- 
liam Dixon,  Asahel  H.  Strong,  Nathaniel  Cornwall,  Joseph  Dart,  Samuel  Hall, 
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Guernsey  Bates,  Worthington  G.  Chauncey,  Dan  Parmele,  Charles  Coe, 
Eliphalet  Holmes,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Ebenezer  Holmes,  John  Brainard, 
Josiah  Griffin,  Israel  Cone,  William  Cone,  Sylvester  Chapman,  Isaac  Chap- 
man, Job  Wright,  Abraham  Pierson,  William  Morgan,  Martin  Lord,  George 
Elliott,  Dan  Lane,  Nathan  Hull,  Joel  Griswold,  Amaziah  Bray,  William  Carter, 
Moses  Wilcox,  Jonathan  Lay,  Samuel  Tulley,  Thomas  Silliman,  Samuel  Hart, 
John  Bull,  Samuel  Williams,  John  Stannard,  Jonathan  Warner,  John  Platts, 
Clark  Nott,  Joseph  Hill,  George  W.  Jewett,  Elisha  Sill,  Joseph  Platts,  Samuel 
Colt,  William  Lynde,  [and]  Bridgman  Guernsey  Esquire[s],  Justice[s]  of  the 
Peace,  for  the  County  of  Middlesex,  for  the  year  ensuing. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Sylvester  Gilbert,  Jonathan  Barnes,  Jabez  Kings- 
bury, Elisha  Stearns,  Daniel  Lord,  Ichabod  M.  Warner,  Jesse  Root,  Daniel 
Burnap,  Nathan  Howard,  Elisha  Edgerton,  Nathan  H.  Rose,  Asa  Willey, 
Robert  Hyde,  Elijah  House,  Stuart  Beebe,  Peyton  R.  Gilbert,  Benjamin  Phelps, 
Solomon  L.  Fuller,  Ebenezer  Gay,  Benning  Mann,  Calvin  Edson,  Samuel 
Crawford,  Abijah  Sessions,  William  Foster,  Phinehas  Talcott,  Thomas  W. 
Kellogg,  Zebulon  Crocker,  Joseph  Carver,  Nathan  Johnson,  Judah  Strong, 
John  Bliss,  George  Gillet,  Joseph  Talcott,  Ralph  R.  Rollo,  Caleb  Walker, 
Daniel  Peck,  [and]  Horatio  A.  Hamilton  Esquire[s],  Justice[s]  of  the  Peace,  for 
the  County  of  Tolland,  for  the  year  ensuing. 

Whereas  Calvin  Pitkin  Esquire  neglected  to  make  return  of  duties  by 
him  collected  before  the  20th  of  May  1817,  but  hath  since  paid  the  same 
into  the  Treasury; 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  the  aforesaid  Calvin  Pitkin  be  and  he  hereby 
is  appointed  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  the  County  of  Tolland,  for  the  year  ensu- 
ing:— And  he  is  hereby  authorized  to  discharge  the  duties  of  said  office. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Martin  Kellogg  Esquire,  Brigadier  General  of  the 
first  Brigade  of  Militia  in  this  State. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  John  Brainerd  2d  Esquire,  Brigadier  General  of  the 
second  Brigade  of  Militia  in  this  State. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Gershom  Burr  Esquire.  Brigadier  General  of  the 
fourth  Brigade  of  Militia  in  this  State. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Elisha  Punderson  Esquire,  Colonel  of  the  2d  Regi- 
ment of  Militia  in  this  State. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Daniel  Burritt  Esquire,  Colonel  of  the  4th  Regiment 
of  Militia  in  this  State. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Josiah  Sage  Esquire,  Colonel  of  the  6th  Regiment  of 
Militia  in  this  State. 


1817  OF  CONNECTICUT  165 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Joseph  Shipman  Esquire,  Colonel  of  the  7th  Regi- 
ment of  Militia  in  this  State. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  John  H.  Pierce  Esquire,  Colonel  of  the  13th  Regi- 
ment of  Militia  in  this  State. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Jasper  Bidwell  Esquire,  Colonel  of  the  21st  Regi- 
ment of  Militia  in  this  State. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  David  Jackson  Esqr.  Lieutenant  Colonel  of  the  2d 
Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  James  Sellew  Esqr.  Lieutenant  Colonel  of  the  6th 
Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Obadiah  Platts  Esqr.  Lieutenant  Colonel  of  the  7th 
Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Amos  Hunt  Esqr.  Lieutenant  Colonel  of  the  13th 
Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Israel  Williams  Esqr.  Lieutenant  Colonel  of  the  21st 
Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Stephen  B.  Ford  Esqr.  Major  of  the  2d  Regiment  of 
Militia  in  this  State. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Edmund  Bulkley  Esqr.  Major  of  the  6th  Regiment 
of  Militia  in  this  State. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  William  Ingham  2d  Esquire,  Major  of  the  7th  Regi- 
ment of  Militia  in  this  State. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  John  B.  Chittenden  Esquire,  Major  of  the  10th  Regi- 
ment of  Militia  in  this  State. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Stephen  Bonney  Esquire,  Major  of  the  13th  Regi- 
ment of  Militia  in  this  State. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Jeremiah  Holt  Esquire,  Major  of  the  16th  Regiment 
of  Militia  in  this  State. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Paul  Harvey  Esquire,  Major  of  the  1 8th  Regiment  of 
Militia  in  this  State. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Nathaniel  Markham  Junr.  Esqr.  Major  of  the  2oth 
Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  William  Goodwin  Esqr.  Major  of  the  21st  Regiment 
of  Militia  in  this  State. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Daniel  B.  Brinsmade  Esquire,  Brigadier  General  of 
the  Brigade  of  Cavalry  in  this  State. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Samuel  Canfield  Esquire,  Colonel  of  the  5th  Regi- 
ment of  Cavalry  in  this  State. 
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This  Assembly  do  appoint  John  McMahon  Esquire,  Major  of  the  5th  Regiment 
of  Cavalry  in  this  State. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Stephen  L.  Avery  Esquire,  Colonel  of  the  2d  Regi- 
ment of  Horse- Artillery  in  this  State. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Henry  F.  Lamb  Esqr.,  Lieutenant  Colonel  of  the  2d 
Regiment  of  Horse  Artillery  in  this  State. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Noah  W.  Pomroy  Esquire,  Major  of  the  2d  Regiment 
of  Horse-Artillery  in  this  State. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Thomas  Botsford  Esquire,  Major  of  the  2d  Regi- 
ment of  Light- Artillery  in  this  State. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Enos  H.  Buel  Esquire,  Colonel  of  the  1st  Regiment 

of  the  Corps  of  Rifle-men  in  this  State. 
This  Assembly  do  appoint  Elkanah  C.  Eaton  Esqr.  Lieutenant  Colonel  of  the 

1st  Regiment  of  the  Corps  of  Rifle-men  in  this  State. 
This  Assembly  do  appoint  Samuel  H.  Fox  Esquire,  Major  of  the  1st  Regiment 

of  the  Corps  of  Rifle-men  in  this  State. 
This  Assembly  do  appoint  Lemuel  G.  Storrs  Esquire,  Colonel  of  2d  Regiment 

of  the  Corps  of  Rifle-men  in  this  State. 
This  Assembly  do  appoint  John  H.  Wells  Esqr.  Lieutenant  Colonel  of  the  2d 

Regiment  of  the  Corps  of  Rifle-men  in  this  State. 

This  Assembly  do  establish  Thomas  Dodd,  Ensign  of  the  2d  Light  Infantry  Corny. 

in  the  1st  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  14th  April  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Dennis  Kimberly,  Ensign  of  the  2d  Flank  Corny,  in 

the  2d  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  4th  Nov.  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Gridley  Harrison,  Lieutenant  of  the  3d  Company  in 

the  2d  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  17th  April  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Eli  Beecher,  Ensign  of  the  3d  Company  in  the  2d 

Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  17th  April  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Divine  Chatfield,  Lieutenant  of  the  6th  Company  in 

the  2d  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  3d  February  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Enos  Candee,  Ensign  of  6th  Company  in  the  2d 

Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  3d  February  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Hobart  Estabrook  Junr.  Capt.  of  the  youngest  flank 

Corny,  in  the  3d  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  17th 

February  1817. 
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This  Assembly  do  establish  Nathan  Griffin,  Lieut,  of  the  youngest  flank  Corny,  in 

the  3d  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  1 7th  February  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Reid  Anderson,  Ensign  of  the  youngest  flank 

Corny,  in  the  3d  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  1 7th 

February  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  John  Prentis,  Lieutenant  of  the  1  st  Company  in  the 

3d  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  17th  April  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Joseph  A.  Smith,  Captain  of  the  4th  Company  in  the 

3d  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  31st  March  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Absalom  Beckwith  Junr.  Ensign  of  the  4th  Compy.  in 

the  3d  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  31st  March  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Elisha  Caulkins,  Captain  of  the  5th  Company  in  the 

3d  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  26th  December  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Lodowick  Beebe,  Ensign  of  the  5th  Company  in  the 

3d  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  26th  December  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Romsey  Reeve,  Ensign  of  the  6th  Company  in  the 

3d  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  22d  April  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Richard  Tiffany  Lieutenant  of  the  7th  Corny,  in  the 

3d  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  27th  March  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Horace  Miller  Ensign  of  the  7th  Company  in  the 

3d  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  31st  March  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  William  R.  Edwards  Capt.  of  the  7th  Compy.  in  the 

4th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  12th  April  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Samuel  Thompson  Ensign  of  the  7th  Compy.  in  the 

4th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  12th  April  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Samuel  Thompson  Lieut,  of  the  7th  Company  in 

the  4th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  the  State — to  take  rank  from  3d  May  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Roswell  Hyde  Ensign  of  the  7th  Company  in  the 

4th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  3d  May  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Lynson  Bostwick  Ensign  of  the  8th  Company  in 

the  4th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  22d  April  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Nehemiah  Ensworth  Capt.  of  the  2d  flank  Compy.  in 

the  5th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  9th  April  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Festus  Hyde  Lieut,  of  the  2d  flank  Company  in  the 

5th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  9th  April  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Ebenezer  Sanger  Ensign  of  the  2d  flank  Company  in 

the  5th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  9th  April  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Henry  Huntington  Lieutenant  of  the  1st  Compy.  in 

the  5th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  9th  April  1817. 
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This  Assembly  do  establish  Luther  Ashley  Ensign  of  the  1st  Company  in  the 

5th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  9th  April  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Joseph  Prince  Lieutenant  of  the  3d  Company  in  the 

5th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  1st  May  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  David  Pierce  Ensign  of  the  3d  Company  in  the  5th 

Regiment  of  Militia  in  State — to  take  rank  from  1st  May  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  David  S.  Fuller  Captain  of  the  4th  Company  in  the 

5th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  8th  April  1817 — 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Daniel  Tracy  Lieutenant  of  the  4th  Company  in  the 

5th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  8th  April  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Elihu  P.  Smith  Ensign  of  the  4th  Company  in  the 

5th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  8th  April  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Benjamin  Delop  Ensign  of  the  5th  Compy.  in  the 

5th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  25th  April  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Selden  Huntington  Capt.  of  the  2d  flank  Company 

in  the  7th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  1 1  th  July  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Chauncey  Childs  Lieut,  of  the  2d  flank  Comp.  in 

the  7th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  1 1  th  July  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Gurdon  Walkley  Ensign  of  the  2d  flank  Compy.  in 

the  7th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  1 1  th  July  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Aaron  Brainard  captain  of  the  2d  Company  in  the 

7th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  28th  October  1 8 1 6 — 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Thomas  Shayler  Lieut,  of  the  2d  Company  in  the 

7th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  28th  October  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Daniel  Vantress  Ensign  of  the  2d  Company  in  the 

7th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  28th  October  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Nathaniel  Wilcox  Captain  of  the  3d  Company  in 

the  7th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  5th  April  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  William  Pratt  Lieut,  of  the  3d  Company  in  the  7th 

Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  5th  April  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Leonard  Davis  Ensign  of  the  3d  Company  in  the 

7th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  5th  April  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Amasa  Hayden  Captain  of  the  5th  Company  in  the 

7th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  25th  October  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  George  Read  Lieutenant  of  the  5th  Company  in  the 

7th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  25th  October  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Julius  Pratt  Ensign  of  the  5th  Company  in  the  7th 

Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  25th  October  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Joseph  Shipman  2d  Ensign  of  the  7th  Compy.  in  the 

7th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  1  st  November  1816. 
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This  Assembly  do  establish  Sylvester  Hubbard  Lieut,  of  the  8th  Corny,  in  the 

7th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  28th  March  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Stephen  Burr  Ensign  of  the  8th  Corny,  in  the  7th 

Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  28th  March  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Daniel  Frink  Captain  of  the  1  st  Company  in  the  8th 

Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  20th  February  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Francis  Amy  Lieutenant  of  the  1st  Compy.  in  the  8th 

Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  20th  February  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Charles  A.  Smith  Ensign  of  the  1  st  Company  in  the 

8th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  20th  February  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Cyrus  Swan  Captain  of  the  3d  Company  in  the  8th 

Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  14th  Nov.  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Hosea  Grant  Ensign  of  the  3d  Company  in  the  8th 

Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  14th  Nov.  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Hosea  Grant  Lieut,  of  the  3d  Company  in  the  8th 

Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  21st  April  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Appleton  Woodward  Ensign  of  the  3d  Company  in 

the  8th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  2 1  st  April  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Joseph  D.  Mason  Captain  of  the  8th  Company  in  the 

8th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  14th  February  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Daniel  Mason  Lieut,  of  the  8th  Company  in  the  8th 

Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  14th  February  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Isaac  Denison  Ensign  of  the  8th  Company  in  the  8th 

Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  14th  February  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Samuel  Gorham  Junr.  Captain  of  the  4th 

Compy.  in  the  9th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from 

11th  February  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Daniel  Murray  Junr.  Lieut,  of  the  4th  Compy.  in  the 

9th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  1 1th  February  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  George  Scribner  Ensign  of  the  4th  Company  in  the 

9th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  1 1th  February  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Ira  Andrews  Captain  of  the  2d  Company  in  the 

10th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  8th  May  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  William  Mix  Lieut,  of  the  2d  Company  in  the  10th 

Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  8th  May  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Burr  Walker  Ensign  of  the  2d  Company  in  the  10th 

Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  8th  May  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Chandler  Barker  Captain  of  the  3d  Compy.  in  the 

10th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  26th  April  1817. 
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This  Assembly  do  establish  William  R.  Johnson  Lieut,  of  the  3d  Compy.  in  the 

1 0th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  26th  April  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Noah  Baldwin  Ensign  of  the  3d  Company  in  the 

1 0th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  26th  April  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Hubbard  Graves  Captain  of  the  5th  Company  in  the 

10th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  19th  April  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Achilles  Willard  Lieut,  of  the  5th  Company  in  the 

10th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  19th  April  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Abraham  Tourtelott  Lieut,  of  the  2d  flank  Company  in 

the  1 1  th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  24th  April  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Joseph  Russel  Junr.  Ensign  of  the  2d  flank  Com- 
pany in  the  1 1th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  24th 

April  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  George  Sharpe  Captain  of  the  3d  flank  Company 

in  the  11th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  19th 

January  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Scarborough  Osgood  Lieut,  of  the  3d  flank  Com- 
pany in  the  1 1th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  19th 

January  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Payson  P.  Grosvenor  Ensign  of  the  3d  flank 

Compy.  in  the  11th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from 

19th  January  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  William  Alexander  Captain  of  the  3d  Compy.  in  the 

1 1th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  20th  March  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Charles  Buck  Lieutenant  of  the  3d  Compy.  in  the 

1 1  th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  20th  March  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Asa  Alexander  Ensign  of  the  3d  Company  in  the 

1 1  th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  20th  March  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Calvin  Day  Captain  of  the  4th  Company  in  the 

1 1  th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  27th  March  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Zebadee  Mitchell  Lieut,  of  the  4th  Company  in  the 

1 1  th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  27th  March  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Edward  Chase  Junr.  Ensign  of  the  4th  Company  in  the 

1 1th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  27th  March  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Luther  Rawson  Lieutenant  of  the  5th  Company  in 

the  1 1  th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  7th  April  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  William  Child  Ensign  of  the  5th  Company  in  the 

1 1th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  7th  April  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Payton  R.  Phipps  Lieut,  of  the  6th  Company  in  the 

1 1  th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  25th  March  1817. 


1817  OF  CONNECTICUT  171 

This  Assembly  do  establish  Silas  Joslin  Ensign  of  the  6th  Company  in  the  1 1  th 

Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  25th  March  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Dolphus  Child  Captain  of  the  7th  Company  in  the 

11th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  17th  April  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Lathrop  Clark  Lieutenant  of  the  7th  Company  in  the 

1 1th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  17th  April  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  John  Perrin  Ensign  of  the  7th  Company  in  the  1 1th 

Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  17th  April  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Willard  Badger  Captain  of  the  8th  Company  in  the 

1 1  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  23d  November  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Nathaniel  Newell  Lieut,  of  the  8th  Company  in  the 

1 1  th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  23d  November  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Abijah  Sessions  Junr.  Ensign  of  the  8th  Company 

in  the  11th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  23d 

November  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Gamaliel  Benham  Capt.  of  the  2d  flank  Company  in 

the  1 2th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  29th  April  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  David  Pratt  Lieut,  of  the  2d  flank  Company  in  the 

12th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  29th  April  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  David  White  Captain  of  the  1st  flank  Company  in  the 

13th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  28th  March  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Sereno  B.  Gillet  Lieut,  of  the  1  st  flank  Company  in  the 

13th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  28th  March  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Lyman  Mix  Ensign  of  the  1st  flank  Company  in  the 

13th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  28th  March  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Nathan  Hart  Captain  of  the  2d  flank  Compy.  in  the 

13th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  9th  April  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  James  Wadsworth  Junr.  Lieut,  of  the  2d  flank  Corny. 

in  the  1 3th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  9th  April  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Seth  Pierce  Junr.  Ensign  of  the  2d  flank  Corny,  in  the 

13th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  9th  April  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  William  Pierce  Ensign  of  the  1st  Company  in  the 

13th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  30th  April  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  William  Taylor  Ensign  of  the  3d  Company  in  the 

13th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  9th  April  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Elisha  B.  Mallery  Ensign  of  the  5th  Company  in 

the  1 3th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  3d  May  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Amasa  Grinell  Ensign  of  the  7th  Company  in  the 

13th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  6th  May  1817. 
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This  Assembly  do  establish  Erastus  Lord  Captain  of  the  8th  Company  in  the 

13th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  3d  May  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Augustus  B.  Swift  Lieutenant  of  the  8th  Corny,  in 

the  1 3th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  3d  May  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Benjamin  Goff  Ensign  of  the  8th  Company  in  the 

13th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  3d  May  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Samuel  Dickinson  Capt.  of  the  1st  Corny,  in  the 

1 4th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  1 8th  April  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Edward  Whitman  Lieut,  of  the  1st  Corny,  in  the 

14th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  18th  April  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Adna  Hart  Ensign  of  the  1st  Company  in  the  14th 

Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  18th  April  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Joseph  J.  Peck  Lieutenant  of  the  8th  Company  in  the 

14th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  18th  April  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  John  Foot  Captain  of  the  1st  Company  in  the  15th 

Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  17th  April  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Eli  Barnum  Lieut,  of  the  1st  Company  in  the  15th 

Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  17th  April  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Ralph  Rider  Ensign  of  the  1  st  Company  in  the  1 5th 

Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  17th  April  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Gerardus  Roberts  Ensign  of  the  2d  Company  in  the 

15th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  1st  May  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Jesse  Scudder  Captain  of  the  5th  Corny,  in  the  15th 

Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  1 1th  April  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Walter  Chase  Lieutenant  of  the  5th  Corny,  in  the 

1 5th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  1 1  th  April  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Darius  Hoyt  Ensign  of  the  5th  Company  in  the 

1 5th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  1 1  th  April  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Levi  Morris  Captain  of  the  8th  Company  in  the 

15th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  15th  April  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Castle  Betts  Ensign  of  the  8th  Company  in  the  1 5th 

Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  15th  April  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  David  Fenn  [Finn?]  Captain  of  the  3d  flank  Corny,  in 

the  16th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  30th  April  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Lyman  Dunbar  Lieut,  of  the  3d  flank  Corny,  in  the 

1 6th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  30th  April  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Miles  Smith  Ensign  of  the  3d  flank  Company  in  the 

16th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  30th  April  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Moses  Drake  Junr.  Lieutenant  of  the  4th  Company  in 

the  1 6th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  1 5th  April  1817. 
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This  Assembly  do  establish  Rodney  Brace  Ensign  of  the  4th  Company  in  the 

16th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  15th  April  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Henry  Whittlesey  Captain  of  the  6th  Company  in  the 

16th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  29th  March  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  William  Gibbs  Junr.  Lieutenant  of  the  6th  Corny,  in 

the  1 6th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  29th  March  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  William  Rea  Ensign  of  the  6th  Company  in  the 

16th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  29th  March  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  David  Bement  Captain  of  the  2d  Company  in  the 

17th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  28th  April  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Alfred  Sikes  Lieutenant  of  the  2d  Company  in  the 

17th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  28th  April  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Ralph  Dyer  Captain  of  the  5th  Company  in  the 

17th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  19th  May  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Harvey  Griswold  Ensign  of  the  6th  Company  in 

the  17th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  5th  May  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Moses  Tibbits  Lieutenant  of  the  8th  Company  in  the 

17th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  25th  April  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Elizur  Benjamin  Ensign  of  the  8th  Company  in  the 

17th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  25th  April  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Asa  Peck  Lieutenant  of  the  1st  flank  Corny,  in  the 

1 8th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  25th  April  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Ephraim  Pitcher  Ensign  of  the  1st  flank  Corny,  in  the 

18th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  25th  April  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  John  Johnson  Junr.  Captain  of  the  2d  flank  Corny,  in 

the  1 8th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  22d  April  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Silas  Champion  Lieut,  of  the  2d  flank  Corny,  in  the 

18th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  22d  April  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Joseph  Tilden  Ensign  of  the  2d  flank  Corny,  in  the 

18th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  22d  April  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Breed  Brown  Captain  of  the  2d  Company  in  the 

1 8th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  15th  March  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Barton  D.  Kimball  Lieut,  of  the  2d  Company  in  the 

1 8th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  1 5th  March  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  James  Cook  Ensign  of  the  2d  Company  in  the  18th 

Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  15th  March  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Brewster  Lee  Captain  of  the  3d  Company  in  the 

18th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  3d  April  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Chester  Lamb  Lieutenant  of  the  3d  Company  in 

the  1 8th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  3d  April  1817. 
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This  Assembly  do  establish  Stephen  Tracy  Captain  of  the  4th  Company  in  the 

1 8th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  25th  April  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Daniel  Gates  Junr.  Ensign  of  the  6th  Company  in  the 

18th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  18th  April  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Jabez  Sholes  Ensign  of  the  7th  Company  in  the 

1 8th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  27th  March  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Calvin  Hall  Lieutenant  of  the  5th  Company  in  the 

19th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  16th  April  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Calvin  Kibbee  Ensign  of  the  5th  Company  in  the 

1 9th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  1 6th  April  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Ralph  Lord  Ensign  of  the  4th  Company  in  the  20th 

Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  25th  April  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  George  B.  Chapman  Lieut,  of  the  5th  Company  in 

the  20th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  28th  April  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Jedediah  Hall  Ensign  of  the  5th  Company  in  the 

20th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  28th  April  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Nathaniel  Gaylord  Junr.  Captain  of  the  6th  Corny,  in 

the  2 1  st  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  22d  April  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Ira  Beach  Ensign  of  the  6th  Company  in  the  21st 

Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  22d  April  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Abiel  Bush  Ensign  of  the  7th  Company  in  the  21st 

Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  21st  April  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Thomas  D.  Moss  Captain  of  the  2d  Company  in  the 

22d  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  18th  April  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  William  Peck  Ensign  of  the  2d  Company  in  the 

22d  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  18th  April  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Royal  Dunham  Captain  of  the  1st  flank  Corny,  in  the 

23d  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  1 8th  November  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Peter  Campbell  Lieut,  of  the  1st  flank  Corny,  in  the 

23d  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  1 8th  November  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Charles  Harden  Ensign  of  the  1  st  flank  Company 

in  the  23d  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  18th 

November  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Amos  Bugbee  Captain  of  the  2d  flank  Corny,  in  the 

23d  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  1  st  February  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Nathan  Preston  Lieut,  of  the  2d  flank  Corny,  in  the 

23d  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  1  st  February  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Barach  [Baruch?]  Smith  Ensign  of  the  2d  flank 

Company  in  the  23d  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  1st 

February  1817. 
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This  Assembly  do  establish  Simeon  Allen  Junr.  Captain  of  the  1st  Company  in 

the  23d  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  1 5th  April  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Stephen  Barrows  Lieutenant  of  the  1st  Company  in 

the  23d  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  1 5th  April  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Thomas  Hough  Ensign  of  the  1st  Company  in  the 

23d  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  15th  April  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Martin  Lyman  Ensign  of  the  2d  Company  in  the 

23d  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  26th  April  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Norman  Little  Captain  of  the  3d  Company  in  the 

23d  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  14th  April  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  George  Loomis  Lieutenant  of  the  3d  Company  in 

the  23d  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  14th  April  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  George  Little  Ensign  of  the  3d  Company  in  the  23d 

Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  14th  April  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Isaac  Niles  Captain  of  the  5th  Company  in  the  23d 

Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  21st  November  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Philip  Potter  Junr.  Lieut,  of  the  5th  Company  in  the 

23d  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  2 1  st  November  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Asa  Taylor  Ensign  of  the  5th  Company  in  the  23d 

Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  21st  November  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Ebenezer  Hunt  Ensign  of  the  6th  Company  in  the 

23d  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  28th  April  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  James  Prince  Captain  of  the  3d  flank  Corny,  in  the 

24th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  17th  Aprill817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Eli  Adams  Lieut,  of  the  3d  flank  Company  in  the 

24th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  17th  April  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Nathaniel  Silliman  Ensign  of  the  3d  flank  Corny,  in 

the  24th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  17th  April  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Phinehas  Chapman  Captain  of  the  3d  Company  in 

the  24th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  10th  April  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  William  Meeker  Lieutenant  of  the  3d  Corny,  in  the 

24th  Regiment  ofMilitia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  10th  April  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Edward  Couch  Ensign  of  the  3d  Company  in  the 

24th  Regiment  ofMilitia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  10th  April  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  David  Chichester  Captain  of  the  4th  Company  in  the 

24th  Regiment  ofMilitia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  8th  April  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Samuel  Selleck  Lieut,  of  the  4th  Company  in  the 

24th  Regiment  ofMilitia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  8th  April  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Alfred  Seeley  Ensign  of  the  4th  Company  in  the 

24th  Regiment  ofMilitia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  8th  April  1817. 
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This  Assembly  do  establish  Nehemiah  Keeler  Junr.  Captain  of  the  6th  Corny,  in 
the  24th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  28th  April  1817. 

This  Assembly  do  establish  Clark  Benedict  Lieutenant  of  the  6th  Corny,  in  the 
24th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  28th  April  1817. 

This  Assembly  do  establish  Daniel  Lynus  Ensign  of  the  6th  Company  in  the 
24th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State— to  take  rank  from  28th  April  1817. 

This  Assembly  do  establish  Judah  Lyon  Captain  of  the  4th  Troop  in  the  2d 

Regiment  of  Cavalry  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  2 1  st  November  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Jacob  Dresser  Junr.  1st  Lieutenant  of  the  4th 

Troop  in  the  2d  Regiment  of  Cavalry  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  21st 

November  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Nathan  Williams  2d  Lieut,  of  the  4th  Troop  in  the  2d 

Regiment  of  Cavalry  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  21st  November  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Andrew  Wells  captain  of  the  3d  Troop  in  the  2d 

Regiment  of  Cavalry  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  1 6th  November  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Elam  Loomis  1st  Lieut,  of  the  3d  Troop  in  the  2d 

Regiment  of  Cavalry  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  1 6th  November  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Jabez  Metcalf  2d  Lieut,  of  the  3d  Troop  in  the  2d 

Regiment  of  Cavalry  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  1 6th  November  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Jacob  M.  C.  Loomis  Cornet  of  the  3d  Troop  in  the  2d 

Regiment  of  Cavalry  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  16th  November  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Philemon  Woodruff  Captain  of  the  2d  Troop  in  the 

4th  Regiment  of  Cavalry  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  18th  April  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  John  A.  Hart  1st  Lieutenant  of  the  2d  Troop  in  the 

4th  Regiment  of  Cavalry  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  18th  April  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Wait  Williams  2d  Lieutenant  of  the  4th  Troop  in  the 

4th  Regiment  of  Cavalry  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  19th  April  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Wadsworth  Hollister  Cornet  of  the  4th  Troop  in  the 

4th  Regiment  of  Cavalry  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  19th  April  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Samuel  Wheeler  2d  Lieut,  of  the  1  st  Troop  in  the  5th 

Regiment  of  Cavalry  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  the  29th  March  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  John  Pierce  Junr.  Cornet  of  the  1st  Troop  in  the  5th 

Regiment  of  Cavalry  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  the  29th  March  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Martin  Pond  Captain  of  the  3d  Troop  in  the  5th 

Regiment  of  Cavalry  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  1 3th  November  1816. 

This  Assembly  do  establish  Gurdon  B.  Rogers  4th  Lieut,  of  the  1st  Company  in 
the  2d  Regiment  of  Horse-Artillery  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  12th 
April  1817. 
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This  Assembly  do  establish  Amos  Williams  Captain  of  the  4th  Company  in  the  2d 

Regiment  of  Horse- Artillery  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  1 7th  Novr.  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Daniel  Wheeler  3d  Lieut,  of  the  4th  Company  in  the 

2d  Regiment  of  Horse- Artillery  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  7th  Nov.  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Oliver  Hewitt  4th  Lieut,  of  the  4th  Company  in  the  2d 

Regiment  of  Horse- Artillery  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  7th  Nov.  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Joseph  Fitch  3d  Lieut,  of  the  2d  Company  in  the  3d 

Regiment  of  Horse- Artillery  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  1 8th  Oct.  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Anson  D.  Penoyer  4th  Lieut,  of  the  2d  Company  in 

the  3d  Regiment  of  Horse- Artillery  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  1 8th 

October  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  William  Anders  Cornet  of  the  2d  Company  in  the 

3d  Regiment  of  Horse- Artillery  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  18th 

October  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Conklin  Heusted  3d  Lieut,  of  the  4th  Company  in 

the  3d  Regiment  of  Horse- Artillery  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  1 8th 

October  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  William  Young  4th  Lieut,  of  the  4th  Company  in 

the  3d  Regiment  of  Horse- Artillery  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  1 8th 

October  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Charles  Henry  Cornet  of  the  4th  Company  in  the 

3d  Regiment  of  Horse- Artillery  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  18th 

October  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Joseph  Sherman  3d  Lieut,  of  the  1st  Company  in 

the  3d  Regiment  of  Horse- Artillery  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  17th 

April  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Samuel  C.  Curtis  4th  Lieut,  of  the  1st  Company  in 

the  3d  Regiment  of  Horse- Artillery  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  17th 

April  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Elisha  Sherman  Cornet  of  the  1st  Company  in  the  3d 

Regiment  of  Horse- Artillery  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  1 7th  April  1817. 

This  Assembly  do  establish  Charles  Hequembourg  Junr.  1st  Lieut,  of  the  7th 

Corny,  in  the  1st  Regiment  of  Light- Artillery  in  this  State — to  take  rank 

from  10th  April  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Caleb  Mix  2d  Lieutenant  of  the  7th  Company  in 

the  1st  Regiment  of  Light- Artillery  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  10th 

April  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  George  Ives  1st  Lieutenant  of  the  7th  Corny,  in  the  1st 

Regiment  of  Light- Artillery  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  4th  Deer.  1816. 
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This  Assembly  do  establish  Charles  Hequembourg  Junr.  2d  Lieut,  of  the  7th 

Corny,  in  the  1st  Regiment  of  Light-  Artillery  in  this  State — to  take  rank 

from  4th  Deer.  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Ely  A.  Elliott  Captain  of  the  1 1th  Company  in  the  1st 

Regiment  of  Light- Artillery  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  20th  July  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Nathaniel  Wright  1st  Lieut,  of  the  1 1th  Corny,  in  the 

1  st  Regiment  of  Light- Artillery  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  20th  July  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Philip  Hill  2d  Lieut,  of  the  1 1th  Company  in  the  1st 

Regiment  of  Light- Artillery  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  20th  July  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Aaron  F.  Olmsted  Captain  of  the  3d  Corny,  in  the  2d 

Regiment  of  Light- Artillery  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  1 5th  April  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Chester  White  1st  Lieut,  of  the  3d  Company  in  the  2d 

Regiment  of  Light- Artillery  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  15th  April  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Solomon  Olmsted  2d  Lieut,  of  the  3d  Corny,  in  the  2d 

Regiment  of  Light- Artillery  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  15th  April  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Josiah  Dean  Junr.  1st  Lieut,  of  the  4th  Corny,  in  the  2d 

Regiment  of  Light- Artillery  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  16th  April  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Braton  Whitmore  2d  Lieut,  of  the  4th  Corny,  in  the  2d 

Regiment  of  Light- Artillery  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  16th  April  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Jay  S.  Canfield  1st  Lieut,  of  the  5th  Company  in  the  2d 

Regiment  of  Light- Artillery  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  6th  April  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Chauncey  Smith  Captain  of  the  5th  Company  in 

the  2d  Regiment  of  Light- Artillery  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  14th 

April  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Robert  R.  Beecher  2d  Lieut,  of  the  5th  Corny,  in  the  2d 

Regiment  of  Light- Artillery  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  14th  April  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Joseph  Church  2d  Lieut,  of  the  9th  Corny,  in  the  2d 

Regt.  of  Light- Artillery  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  17  May  1817. 

This  Assembly  do  establish  Walter  Palmer  Junr.  Captain  of  the  2d  Company  in  the 

1  st  Regiment  of  Riflemen  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  4th  November  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  William  E.  Robinson  Lieut,  of  the  2d  Company  in  the 

1  st  Regiment  of  Riflemen  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  4th  November  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Joseph  Hutchins  Ensign  of  the  2d  Corny,  in  the  1st 

Regiment  of  Riflemen  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  4th  Nov.  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Luther  Parsons  Captain  of  the  3d  Company  in  the  1  st 

Regiment  of  Riflemen  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  4th  November  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Austin  Hall  Lieutenant  of  the  3d  Company  in  the  1st 

Regiment  of  Riflemen  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  4th  November  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Algernon  S.  Grant  Ensign  of  the  3d  Company  in  the 

1  st  Regiment  of  Riflemen  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  4th  November  1816. 
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This  Assembly  do  establish  David  W.  Post  Captain  of  the  5th  Company  in  the  1st 

Regiment  of  Riflemen  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  2d  December  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Huntington  Selden  Lieut,  of  the  5th  Company  in  the 

1st  Regiment  of  Riflemen  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  3d  March  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Judah  Strong  Junr.  Ensign  of  the  5th  Corny,  in  the 

1  st  Regiment  of  Riflemen  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  3d  March  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  James  Tyler  Junr.  Captain  of  a  Company  in  the  1st 

Regiment  of  Riflemen  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  5th  October  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Erastus  Tucker  Lieutenant  of  a  Company  in  the  1st 

Regiment  of  Riflemen  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  5th  October  1816. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Henry  A.  Alexander  Ensign  of  a  Company  in  the  1st 

Regiment  of  Riflemen  in  this  State — to  take  rank  from  5th  October  1816. 

This  Assembly  to  establish  Joseph  H.  Bellamy  Brigade  Inspector  of  the  6th 
Brigade  of  Militia  in  this  State,  with  rank  of  Captain — to  take  rank  from 
19th  February  1817. 

This  Assembly  do  establish  Nathaniel  S.  Woodbridge  Brigade  Inspector  of  the 
Brigade  of  Light- Artillery  in  this  State,  with  the  rank  of  Capt.  to  take  rank 
from  20th  Deer.  1816. 

This  Assembly  do  establish  Joel  Jones  Brigade  Inspector  of  the  Brigade  of  Rifle- 
men in  this  State,  with  the  rank  of  Captain,  to  take  rank  from  22d  May  1817. 

An  Act  securing  equal  rights,  powers  and  privileges  to  Christians  of  every 
denomination  in  this  State.6  [Stat.  Conn.,  II,  281] 

Sec.  1 .  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governour  and  Council  and  House  of  Represen- 
tatives in  General  Court  assembled,  that  whenever  any  person  belonging  to 
any  society,  or  denomination  of  Christians  in  this  State,  shall  choose  to 


6.  For  the  significance  of  this  act,  see  above,  p.  xl;  it  replaced  the  old  law  of  the  same  title, 
enacted  in  1791  and  repealed  in  the  third  section  below:  Stat.  Conn.,  1808,  p.  575.  The  bill  was 
drawn  up  by  a  joint  committee  consisting  of  representatives  Roger  Whittlesey,  Justus  Thomas,  John 
P.  Trott,  David  Plant,  John  Robinson,  Moses  Hayden,  Josiah  Griffin  and  Daniel  B.  Brinsmade,  and 
assistant  Asa  Chapman.  The  House  erased  the  words  "or  to  one  of  the  same"  after  "different 
denomination"  in  the  first  section  of  the  bill;  the  Council  concurred  with  that  change.  This  matter 
occasioned  a  debate  in  the  House  in  which  some  speakers,  including  Gideon  Tomlinson,  argued  that 
allowing  individuals  to  move  freely  from  one  established  Congregational  society  to  another  would 
"destroy  all  our  located  societies,"  while  others,  including  Methodist  Daniel  Burrows  of  Hebron, 
argued  against  any  public  support  of  religion.  The  Council  substituted  the  version  of  the  second 
section  of  the  present  act,  erasing  an  earlier  version:  "Be  it  further  enacted — that  each  and  every 
denomination  of  Christians  in  this  State  shall  have  &  enjoy  the  same  &  equal  powers  rights  & 
privileges  to  every  effect,  interest  &  and  purpose  whatsoever."  The  House  concurred  in  this  change. 
Archives,  Ecclesiastical  Affairs,  Ser.  2, 1, 5-7;  House  Proceedings  of  May  27,  1817:  Mercury,  June 
3,  1817;  "Letter  from  a  Member,"  Courant,  June  3,  1817. 
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separate  himself  from  such  society,  or  denomination,  and  join  himself  to  any 
other  society  of  a  different  denomination,  he  shall,  on  lodging  a  certificate 
thereof,  with  the  Town  clerk  of  that  town  in  which  he  resides,  belong  to  such 
society,  or  denomination  to  which  he  has  chosen  to  join  himself,  and  shall 
thereafter  be  exempted  from  being  taxed  by  the  society  from  which  he  has  sep- 
arated himself  for  any  future  expences  which  may  be  incurred  by  said  last 
mentioned  society. 

Sec.  2.  Be  it  further  enacted,  that  each  and  every  society  of  Christians  in  this 
State,  of  whatever  denomination,  shall  have  authority  to  lay  taxes  for  maintain- 
ing and  supporting  their  respective  ministers,  and  for  building  and  repairing 
their  meeting-houses,  for  the  public  worship  of  God;  and  shall  have  and  enjoy 
the  same  and  equal  powers,  rights  and  privileges,  to  every  effect,  intent  and 
purpose  whatever. 

Sec.  3.  Be  it  further  enacted,  that  an  Act,  entitled  "An  act  securing  equal 
rights  an[d]  privileges  to  Christians  of  every  denomination  in  this  State,"  be 
and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed. 

General  Assembly,  May  Session,  1817. 

Charles  Denison,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
Attest.  Thomas  Day,  Secretary.  Oliver  Wolcott,  Governour. 

An  Act,  in  addition  to  an  Act,  entitled  An  Act,  for  the  support  of  Litera- 
ture and  Religion.7  [Stat.  Conn.,  II,  282] 

Sec.  1 .  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governour  and  Council  and  House  of  Represen- 
tatives, in  General  Court  assembled,  that  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  committees 
of  the  several  societies  of  the  Presbyterian  or  Congregational  denomination  of 
Christians  in  this  State,  to  make  up  the  amount  of  the  lists  and  rateable  estate  of 
said  societies  respectively,  and  transmit  the  same  to  the  Treasurer  of  this  State, 
by  the  first  day  of  October  next. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  that  the  rateable  estate,  on  which  by  law,  a 
tax  may  be  laid  by  said  societies  respectively,  together  with  the  polls  of  the  per- 
sons belonging  to  such  societies,  including  military  exempts,  as  set  in  the 
general  list,  of  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixteen,  shall  alone 
compose  the  amount  of  the  lists  to  be  returned  as  aforesaid. 


7.  For  the  act  supplemented  here,  see  above,  pp.  113-15,  1 13n;  the  overall  context  is  discussed 
in  the  Introduction  to  this  volume,  pp.  xxvi-xxviii.  The  present  act  made  explicit  the  way  in  which  the 
money  would  be  distributed  to  the  established  Congregational  societies.  There  was  apparently  an 
attempt  to  repeal  that  part  of  the  act  appropriating  funds  to  the  Baptists  at  the  May  1817  session,  but 
several  representatives  expressed  doubts  "whether  the  assembly  could  divest  the  whole  Baptist 
society,  of  their  vested  right,  without  their  common  consent."  House  Proceedings  of  May  26,  1817: 
Mercury,  June  3,  1817. 
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Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  that  said  committees  shall  make  their  re- 
turns aforesaid,  in  such  form,  as  to  distinguish  the  amount  of  polls  from  the 
amount  of  rateable  estate,  and  shall  make  affidavit  before  proper  authority,  that 
said  returns  respectively,  are  just  and  true,  and  conformable  to  the  true  intent 
and  meaning  of  this  act,  according  to  their  best  knowledge  and  belief. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  that  each  of  said  societies,  the  amount  of 
whose  list  shall  not  be  so  returned  within  the  time  aforesaid,  shall  be  forever 
barred  of  all  right  and  title  to  any  share  of  the  monies  appr[opr]iated  by  the  Act 
aforesaid,  and  not  considered  in  the  distribution  thereof. — 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  that  no  part  of  the  monies  appr[opr]iated  to 
said  Presbyterian  or  Congregational  societies,  shall  be  paid  over  by  the  Trea- 
surer, until  the  rising  of  the  General  Assembly  in  October  next. 

General  Assembly,  May  Session,  1817. 

Charles  Denison,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
Attest.  Thomas  Day,  Secretary.  Oliver  Wolcott,  Governour. 

An  Act  in  further  addition  to,  and  alteration  of  an  Act  entitled  an  Act  to 
incorporate  the  Hartford  Bank.8  [Stat.  Conn.,  II,  283] 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governour  and  Council,  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, in  General  Court  assembled,  that  the  stockholders  of  said  Bank  be 
authorized  at  any  annual  meeting  for  the  choice  of  officers  for  said  Bank,  to  ap- 
point three  directors  in  addition  to  those  now  allowed  by  law. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  that  the  stockholders  of  said  Bank,  at  their 
next  annual  meeting,  may  direct  that  the  shares  of  stock  of  said  Bank  be  di- 
vided, so  that  in  future,  each  share  shall  be  one  hundred  dollars,  and  there 
upon,  the  President  and  directors  of  said  Bank,  shall  cause  certificates  to  be 
issued  to  the  stockholders  accordingly,  in  due  form  of  law. 

General  Assembly,  May  Session,  1817. 

Charles  Denison,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
Attest.  Thomas  Day,  Secretary.  Oliver  Wolcott,  Governour. 


8.  The  May  1792  act  incorporating  the  bank  provided  for  nine  directors:  Stat.  Conn.,  1808,  p. 
74;  an  act  of  May  1806  provided  that  whenever  stock  held  by  a  school,  ecclesiastical  society,  or 
other  charitable  institution  should  amount  to  $50,000,  that  institution  could  appoint  a  director  at  the 
annual  meeting  of  the  bank.  S.R.,  XIII,  244-45. 
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An  Act  in  addition  to,  and  alteration  of  an  Act,  entitled  An  Act  to  incorporate 
the  Phoenix  Bank.9  [Stat.  Conn.,  II,  283] 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governour  and  Council,  and  House  of  Representatives 
in  General  Court  assembled,  that  the  notes  or  bills  issued  by  the  branch  of  said 
Bank,  established  at  Litchfield,  in  pursuance  of  the  tenth  section  of  the  Act,  to 
which  this  is  an  addition,  may  be  made  payable  to  the  President  of  said  branch, 
or  to  the  bearer  thereof,  and  may  be  issued  and  paid  out  at  said  Bank  in  Hart- 
ford, or  at  the  branch  Bank  in  Litchfield;  and  the  same  shall  be  assignable  and 
transferrable,  according  to  the  custom  of  merchants,  and  the  laws  relating  to 
inland  bills  of  exchange. 

General  Assembly,  May  Session,  1817. 

Charles  Denison,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
Attest.  Thomas  Day,  Secretary.  Oliver  Wolcott,  Governour. 

An  Act  relating  to  the  Gaol  in  the  town  and  County  of  New-London.10 
[Stat.  Conn.y  II,  284] 

Whereas  the  County  of  New-London  is  destitute  of  a  Gaol  in  the  town  of  New- 
London,  and  is  now  erecting  one  which  will  take  some  time  for  its  completion; 

Sec.  1 .  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Governour  and  Council,  and  House  of 
Representatives,  in  General  Court  assembled,  that  until  there  shall  be  a  Gaol  in 
said  town,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  sheriff  of  said  county,  in  all  cases  wherein 
bonds  may  now  by  law  be  taken  for  the  liberty  of  the  Gaol  yard,  to  take  bond,  with 
surety,  of  any  person  by  him  arrested,  or  delivered  into  his  custody  by  any  legal  of- 
ficer within  said  county,  which  delivery  such  officer  is  hereby  empowered  to 
make,  conditioned  that  such  person  shall  remain  a  faithful  prisoner  within  the 
limits  of  the  last  Gaol  yard,  within  said  town  in  said  county,  or  such  other  limits  as 
the  court  may  appoint;  which  bond,  in  the  event  of  a  breach  thereof,  shall  admit  of 
the  same  remedy,  as  if  the  person  in  custody  aforesaid,  had  been  duly  committed, 
and  bond  had  been  taken  for  the  liberty  of  the  Gaol  yard. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  that  any  persons  in  said  County  of  New- 
London,  liable  to  be  imprisoned,  may,  by  lawful  authority,  be  sent  to  the 


9.  For  the  1814  incorporation  of  the  Phoenix  Bank,  including  the  Litchfield  branch,  see  S.R., 
XVII,  33-39. 

10.  The  Archives,  Crimes  and  Misdemeanors,  Ser.  2,  II,  42,  contains  an  inspectors'  report,  dated 
April  2,  1816,  on  the  abysmal  conditions  in  the  old  New  London  County  jail;  see  above,  p.  30n,  for 
background  and  below,  pp.  263-64,  for  the  status  of  the  jail  and  the  repeal  of  the  present  act. 


1817  OF  CONNECTICUT  183 

common  Gaol  in  the  town  of  Norwich,  in  said  county;  and  the  keeper  of  such 
Gaol  shall  receive  and  keep  such  prisoners  accordingly. 

General  Assembly,  May  Session,  1817. 

Charles  Denison,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
Attest.  Thomas  Day,  Secretary.  Oliver  Wolcott,  Governour. 

An  Act  in  addition  to  the  Act  entitled  An  Act  for  forming  and  conducting 
the  Military  force  of  this  State.11  [Stat.  Conn.,  II,  284-85] 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governour  and  Council,  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, in  General  Court  assembled,  that  in  all  cases  in  which  a  fine  or 
costs,  have  been,  or  may  be  awarded  by  a  court-martial,  and  the  sentence  of 
such  court  shall  be  approved,  and  the  President  of  such  court  shall  die,  be  dis- 
charged or  promoted,  without  having  issued  a  warrant  for  such  fine  or  costs,  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  member  of  said  court  remaining  next  in  rank  to  said 
President,  to  issue  such  warrant. 

Sec.  2.  Be  it  further  enacted,  that  a  court-martial  may  order  the  punishment 
of  a  fine,  not  exceeding  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  and  cashiering,  or  either, 
any  law  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

General  Assembly,  May  Session,  1817. 

Charles  Denison,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
Attest.  Thomas  Day,  Secretary.  Oliver  Wolcott,  Governour. 

An  Act  in  addition  to  an  Act  entitled  An  Act  for  forming  and  conducting 
the  Military  force  of  this  State.12  [Stat.  Conn.,  II,  285] 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governour  and  Council,  and  House  of  Representatives, 
in  General  Court  assembled,  that  hereafter,  whenever  any  delinquent  shall  be 
notified  to  appear  before  the  board  of  officers  constituted  by  the  26th  section  of 
said  act,  he  shall  be  at  liberty  to  appear  in  person,  or  by  attorney,  at  his  election. 

General  Assembly,  May  Session,  1817. 

Charles  Denison,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
Attest.  Thomas  Day,  Secretary.  Oliver  Wolcott,  Governour. 


11.  The  provisions  of  the  October  1815  militia  act  relating  to  courts  martial  can  be  found  in 
S.R.,  XVII,  458-62,  464. 

12.  For  the  section  of  the  1815  militia  act  supplemented  here,  see  S.R.,  XVII,  453-54. 
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An  Act  in  alteration  of  an  Act  entitled  An  Act  for  instituting,  defining  and 

regulating  the  office  of  Controller  of  Public  Accounts.13  [Stat.  Conn.,  II, 

285-86] 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governour  and  Council,  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, in  General  Court  assembled,  that  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
Controller  of  Public  Accounts,  to  prepare  and  return  to  the  General  Assembly 
in  May  annually,  and  oftener  if  thereto  required,  an  abstract  of  the  receipts  and 
expenditures  of  the  public  funds,  during  the  current  year,  ending  on  the  tenth 
day  of  April  annually,  exhibiting  under  different  heads,  the  Judicial  expences, 
salaries  of  the  officers  of  Government,  debentures  and  contingent  expences  of 
the  General  Assembly,  expences  of  New-Gate  prison,  charges  of  State  paupers, 
and  all  other  contingent  expences  of  Government,  together  with  an  account  of 
all  sums  due  the  State,-the  bank  stock -stock  in  the  funds  of  the  United 
States-  cash  in  the  treasury,  and  all  other  property:  and  that  in  future,  all  re- 
ceipts into  the  treasury,  except  on  school  funds,  be  credited  to  account  of  State 
fund,  and  exhibited  in  one  general  account. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  that  the  fourth  section  of  the  Act  of  which 
this  is  an  alteration,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed. 

General  Assembly,  May  Session.  1817. 

Charles  Denison,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
Attest.  Thomas  Day,  Secretary.  Oliver  Wolcott,  Governour. 

An  Act  in  further  addition  to  the  Act  entitled  An  Act  for  appointing,  regu- 
lating and  encouraging  schools.14  [Stat.  Conn.,  II,  286] 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governour  and  Council,  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, in  General  Court  assembled,  that  the  several  school  societies  and 
school  districts  in  this  State,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  to  appoint 
either  of  the  constables  of  the  town  or  towns  in  which  such  school  society  or 
district  may  be  situated,  to  be  collector  of  the  taxes  of  such  society  or  district, 
whether  such  constable  belons  to  said  district  or  not. 


13.  For  the  significance  of  this  act,  see  above,  p.  xxxviii.  The  fourth  section  of  the  basic  title, 
repealed  here,  required  the  controller  to  exhibit  his  accounts  twice  a  year,  at  the  May  and  October 
sessions  of  the  Assembly.  The  current  act  provided  more  detail  about  what  expenditures  should  be 
listed  and  about  the  sources  of  debts  due  the  state,  but  less  about  other  state  income.  Stat.  Conn., 
1808,  p.  189.  The  exclusion  of  the  School  Fund  income  from  the  general  account  probably  resulted 
from  the  fact  that  those  funds  went  directly  to  the  school  districts. 

14.  For  the  basic  title,  which  authorized  school  societies  to  divide  themselves  into  districts  and 
established  powers  and  procedures  on  both  levels,  see  Stat.  Conn..  J808.  pp.  581-86.  Section  12 
authorized  districts  to  appoint  collectors,  but  did  not  specify  who  they  would  be. 
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Sec.  2.  Be  it  further  enacted,  that  where  any  collector  shall  die  or  resign,  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  society  or  district,  within  three  months  thereafter,  to  ap- 
point a  collector,  in  the  place  of  the  one  who  may  have  died  or  resigned. 

General  Assembly,  May  Session,  1817. 

Charles  Denison,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
Attest.  Thomas  Day,  Secretary.  Oliver  Wolcott,  Governour. 

An  Act  to  repeal  part  of  an  Act  entitled  An  Act  laying  a  duty  in  certain 
cases.15  [Stat.  Conn.,  II,  287] 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governour  and  Council,  and  House  of  Representatives, 
in  General  Court  assembled,  that  so  much  of  said  Act  as  lays  a  duty  on  all  writs 
returnable  for  trial  before  a  single  minister  of  Justice,  of  seventeen  cents,  be, 
and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed. 

General  Assembly,  May  Session,  1817. 

Charles  Denison,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
Attest.  Thomas  Day,  Secretary.  Oliver  Wolcott,  Governour. 


15.  The  provision  repealed  here  can  be  found  in  the  basic  title:  Stat.  Conn.,  1808,  p.  242;  an 
earlier  bill  to  repeal  the  duty  had  been  rejected  by  the  Council  in  October  1816:  Rejected  Bills, 
1815-1817,  Box  4,  1816,  folder  3,  doc.  31.  The  House  debated  bills  on  this  subject  on  May  15  and 
20;  members  noted  that  the  duty,  originally  intended  to  reduce  litigation,  now  weighed  most  heavily 
on  the  poor.  A  few  members  worried  that  repeal  would  harm  state  revenue  and  increase  litigation; 
others  were  not  as  concerned,  and  a  Federalist  commentator  considered  this  to  be  largely  a  non- 
partisan measure.  The  Council  deleted  a  passage  following  the  words  after  "seventeen  cents:"  "and 
on  all  writs  returnable  for  trial  before  any  Court  of  Common  pleas  or  City  Court  of  thirty  four  cents 
&  on  all  writs  returnable  for  trial  before  any  Superior  Court  of  one  dollar."  The  House  concurred 
with  the  change.  Mercury,  May  27,  1817;  "Letter  from  a  Member,"  Courant,  June  3,  1817; 
Archives,  Finance  and  Currency,  Ser.  2,  XIV,  25 1 .  An  unsuccessful  attempt  to  repeal  duties  on  writs 
returnable  to  the  county  or  superior  courts  was  made  in  1 8 1 8,  with  a  supporter  of  repeal  arguing  that 
the  courts  should  be  open  to  all  and  that  persons  should  not  be  "taxed  for  the  privilege."  House 
Proceedings  of  May  25,  June  5,  1818:  Courant,  June  2,  1818;  Mercury,  June  2,  23,  1818. 
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An  Act  in  addition  to  an  Act  for  the  direction  of  Listers  in  their  office  and 
duty.16  [Stat.  Conn.,  II,  287] 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governour  and  Council,  and  House  of  Representatives, 
in  General  Court  assembled,  that  the  workmen  exclusively  and  constantly  em- 
ployed in  the  factories  in  this  State,  for  manufacturing  woolen  and  cotton 
cloths  from  the  raw  materials,  and  in  which  woolen  or  cotton  cloths  are  made 
and  finished  from  the  raw  materials,  be,  and  they  hereby  are  exempted  from  the 
poll  tax  and  military  duty,  for  the  term  of  four  years;  and  the  buildings,  machin- 
ery and  land,  not  exceeding  five  acres  belonging  to  each  of  such 
establishments,  be  also  exempted  from  all  assessment  during  the  same  term. 

General  Assembly,  May  Session,  1817. 

Charles  Denison,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
Attest.  Thomas  Day,  Secretary.  Oliver  Wolcott,  Governour. 


16.  The  condition  of  the  state's  manufacturing  enterprises  was  a  matter  of  continuing  concern. 
Gov.  Smith  had  called  attention  to  the  subject  in  his  speeches  opening  the  May  and  October  1816 
sessions:  Courant,  May  14,  Oct.  15,  1816.  In  response,  the  Assembly  had  appointed  a  committee; 
its  report,  presented  in  May  1816  and  eventually  rejected,  outlined  the  problems  faced  by 
manufacturers  in  the  state  as  a  result  of  the  glut  of  foreign  imports  following  the  peace  and 
recommended  that  the  Assembly  take  action  to  provide  relief  for  manufacturing  companies  and 
their  employees.  In  his  speech  at  the  May  1817  session.  Gov.  Wolcott  had  reiterated  the  importance 
of  manufactures  to  the  state  and  recommended  the  measures  for  relief  adopted  in  this  act,  which 
were  endorsed  by  another  legislative  committee.  In  the  bill  the  House  inserted  the  words  "each  [of]" 
in  the  penultimate  line;  the  Council  concurred,  and  erased  the  following  language  from  the 
beginning  of  the  act,  substituting  the  current  wording  up  through  the  second  occurrence  of  "raw 
materials":  "That  the  workmen,  exclusively  and  constantly  employed  in  the  cotton  and  woolen 
manufacturing  establishments  in  this  State."  The  Council  also  changed  the  number  of  acres 
exempted  from  twenty  to  five.  See  above,  p.  xxxii-xxxiii,  and  below,  pp.  228-29,  232-34; 
Archives,  Industry,  Ser.  2, 1,  1 17-24.  This  act  and  the  related  resolution  below  (pp.  189-90,  189n) 
were  apparently  based  on  a  set  of  resolutions  rejected  by  the  Council  earlier  in  the  session:  Rejected 
Bills,  1815-1817,  Box  4,  1817,  folder  20,  doc.  157.  A  Federalist  commentator  observed  that 
although  the  encouragement  of  manufactures  was  "a  popular  theme,"  other  enterprises  were  as  in 
much  need  of  relief  as  cotton  and  woolen  factories.  "Letter  from  a  Member,"  Courant,  June  3,  1817. 
Particularly  notable  among  the  many  current  pieces  in  the  public  prints  addressing  the  importance 
of  manufacturing  was  the  Address  of  the  Connecticut  Society  for  the  Encouragement  of  American 
Manufactures  (Middletown,  1817). 
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An  Act  relating  to  claims  disallowed  by  Executors  or  Administrators.17 
[Stat.  Conn.,  II,  288] 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governour  and  Council,  and  House  of  Representatives, 
in  General  Court  assembled,  that  whenever  a  Judge  of  Probate,  within  any  Pro- 
bate district  in  this  State,  shall  make  an  order,  limiting  the  time  within  which  the 
creditors  of  any  estate,  either  testate  or  intestate,  not  represented  insolvent,  shall 
exhibit  their  claims  to  the  executor,  or  to  the  administrator  on  such  estate;  and 
any  person,  claiming  to  be  a  creditor  of  such  estate,  shall  in  conformity  to  such 
order,  and  within  the  time  limited  as  aforesaid,  present  his  or  her  claim  to  such 
executor  or  administrator,  and  the  same  shall,  by  such  executor  or  administrator, 
be  disallowed,  in  that  case,  if  such  creditor,  whose  claim  shall  be  disallowed  as 
aforesaid,  shall  not  within  six  months  after  he  shall  be  notified,  by  such  executor 
or  administrator,  that  his  claim  is  disallowed,  commence  a  suit  before  a  court 
competent  to  try  the  same,  against  the  administrator  or  executor,  who  shall  disal- 
low such  claim,  for  the  recovery  thereof,  that  the  validity  of  such  claim  may  be 
legally  tried  and  ascertained,  in  that  case,  such  claim  shall  forever  thereafter  be 
barred;  and  no  suit  shall  be  sustained  for  the  recovery  thereof.  Provided,  that  in 
case  such  creditor  die  within  the  said  six  months,  and  before  action  brought,  as 
aforesaid,  that  a  further  period  of  six  months  shall  be  allowed,  in  favour  of  the 
executor  or  administrator  of  such  deceased  creditor. 

General  Assembly,  May  Session,  1817. 

Charles  Denison,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
Attest.  Thomas  Day,  Secretary.  Oliver  Wolcott,  Governour. 

The  oath  prescribed  by  the  laws  of  this  State,  for  Governour,  was  duly  ad- 
ministered to  His  Excellency  Oliver  Wolcott,  now  chosen  Governour  of  this 
State;  who  thereupon  took  his  seat  in  this  Assembly  accordingly. 

The  oath  prescribed  by  the  laws  of  this  State,  for  Lieutenant  Governour,  was 
duly  administered  to  His  Honour  Jonathan  Ingersoll,  now  chosen  Lieutenant 
Governour  of  this  State;  who  thereupon  took  his  seat  in  this  Assembly 
accordingly. 


17.  The  Assembly  had  passed  two  acts  relating  to  executors  and  administators  in  recent  years: 
S.R.,  XVI,  226;  XVII,  51. 
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The  oath  prescribed  by  the  laws  of  this  State,  for  Assistants,  was  duly 
administered  to  the 

Honourable  Aaron  Austin 

Jonathan  Brace 

Elizur  Goodrich 

Matthew  Griswold 

Henry  Champion 

Frederick  Wolcott 

Roger  Minot  Sherman 

Samuel  William  Johnson 

Noah  B.  Benedict 

William  Perkins 

Asa  Chapman  and 

Elias  Perkins,  Esquires,  now  chosen  Assistants  for  this 
State;  who  thereupon  severally  took  their  seats  in  this  Assembly  accordingly. 

The  oath  prescribed  by  the  laws  of  this  State,  for  Treasurer,  was  duly  admin- 
istered to  Andrew  Kingsbury  Esquire,  now  chosen  Treasurer  of  this  State. 

The  oath  prescribed  by  the  laws  of  this  State,  for  Secretary,  was  duly  admin- 
istered to  Thomas  Day  Esquire,  now  chosen  Secretary  of  this  State. — 

Ordered  by  this  Assembly,  that  the  Honourable  Henry  Champion  and  Chris- 
topher Manwaring  Esquire,  present  the  thanks  of  this  Assembly  to  the  Revd. 
Abel  McEwen,  for  his  sermon  delivered  before  this  Assembly,  on  the  8th  in- 
stant, and  request  a  copy  thereof  that  it  may  be  printed.18 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  the  Honourable  Henry  Champion,  the  Hon- 
ourable Frederick  Wolcott,  and  Shubael  Griswold,  S.  Robertson,  J.  P.  Trott,  D. 
Plant,  L.  Ingalls,  O.  Burnham,  E.  Holmes,  and  J.  Barnes,  Esquires,  be,  and  they 
are  hereby  appointed  a  committee  to  wait  on  His  Excellency  John  Cotton 
Smith,  late  Governour  of  this  State,  and  return  him  the  thanks  of  this  Assembly 
for  his  many  eminent  services  rendered  this  State  in  the  various  important 


18.  Abel  McEwen  (1780-1860),  who  continued  theological  studies  with  Timothy  Dwight  after 
graduating  from  Yale  College  in  1 804,  was  the  pastor  of  the  First  Congregational  Church  in  New 
London.  A  prolific  writer  on  religious  subjects,  McEwen  was  later  a  Yale  fellow  and  a  member  of 
the  prudential  committee  of  the  college  corporation.  Dexter,  Yale  Biographies,  V,  680-83.  A  Sermon 
Preached  at  the  Anniversary  Election,  Hartford,  May  8,  1817  (Hartford,  1817)  was  based  on  Rom. 
1 3: 1  "Let  every  soul  be  subject  unto  the  higher  powers:  for  there  is  no  power  but  of  God:  the  powers 
that  be  are  ordained  of  God." 
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offices  he  has  sustained,  more  especially  while  Governour  of  this  State,  and  to 
accompany  His  Excellency  on  his  return  home.19 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  the  Honourable  Jonathan  Brace  and  the  Hon- 
ourable Elizur  Goodrich,  and  Messrs.  J.  W.  Edwards,  S.  A.  Foot,  John  R. 
Watrous,  Friend  Starr,  T.  Hubbard,  J.  Buell,  J.  Griffin  and  D.  Burrows,  be,  and 
they  are  hereby  appointed  a  committee  to  wait  on  the  Honourable  Oliver 
Wolcott,  elected  Governour  of  this  State  for  the  year  ensuing,  to  manifest  to  him 
the  respect  of  this  Assembly,  and  accompany  him  to  the  seat  of  Government.20 

Resolved  that  a  tax  of  one  cent  on  the  dollar,  be  laid  on  the  polls  and  rateable 
estate  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  State,  on  the  list  of  1816,  payable  into  the  Trea- 
sury by  the  20th  day  of  February  1818. 

Whereas  the  listers  of  the  town  of  Roxbury  omitted  by  mistake  to  make 
return  of  the  list  of  said  town  before  the  first  day  of  April  1817; 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  the  Controller  be  directed  to  receive  said 
list,  and  that  the  penalty  incurred  by  said  listers,  in  not  making  seasonable 
return  of  said  list,  be  remitted. 

Whereas  the  cotton  and  woolen  Factories  established  in  this  State,  to  form 
and  finish  cloths  from  the  raw  materials,  are  from  causes  which  are  believed  to 
be  temporary,  subjected  to  great  inconvenience  and  embarrassment,  and  de- 
serve, as  far  as  practicable,  the  relief  and  encouragement  of  this  Assembly;21 


19.  In  addition  to  serving  as  governor  during  the  War  of  1812,  Smith  (1765-1845)  had 
represented  his  home  town  of  Sharon  in  the  House  of  Representatives  on  numerous  occasions, 
including  tenure  as  clerk  and  speaker  of  the  House.  He  had  also  served  on  the  Council,  as  a  judge  of 
the  Superior  Court,  in  the  U.S.  House  of  Representatives,  and  as  lieutentant  governor.  Long  active 
in  the  Connecticut  Bible  Society,  Smith  devoted  the  years  following  his  defeat  for  the  governorship 
to  farming  and  to  distinguished  work  in  voluntary  religious  and  reform  organizations.  ANB. 

20.  On  May  9,  Wolcott  acknowledged  a  communication  from  Lt.  Gov.  Ingersoll  informing  him 
of  his  election  and  stated  that  he  would  travel  from  his  home  in  Litchfield  to  Hartford  on  Monday, 
May  12.  He  was  sworn  in  and  delivered  his  inaugural  speech  to  the  Assembly  on  May  13.  Archives, 
Civil  Officers,  Ser.  2,  VII,  159;  House  Journal,  May  9,  13,  1817;  Courant,  May  20,  1817. 

21.  At  one  point  during  the  consideration  of  measures  to  promote  manufactures,  the  House 
adopted  by  a  vote  of  87-64  a  proposal  by  Samuel  A.  Foote  to  require  members  of  the  Assembly  to 
wear  fabrics  manufactured  in  the  state.  House  Proceedings  of  May  28, 1817:  Mercury,  June  3, 1817. 
Foote's  proposal  appears  as  an  amendment  to  the  rejected  resolutions  cited  above,  p.  186n,  which 
also  included  an  unsuccessful  recommendation  that  the  state's  U.S.  senators  and  representatives 
work  to  procure  laws  advancing  the  interests  of  manufacturers. 
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Resolved,  as  the  sense  of  this  Assembly,  that  the  establishments  in  this  State 
for  the  manufacture  of  cotton  and  woolen  goods,  are  of  great  public  utility; — that 
the  protection  and  extension  thereof  are  connected  with  the  best  interests  of  the 
State;  and  that  it  be,  and  hereby  is  recommended  to  the  people  of  the  State,  to 
purchase  and  use,  when  they  can  be  procured  on  terms  equally  advantageous,  the 
woolen  and  cotton  fabrics  of  this  country;  in  preference  to  those  of  foreign 
Countries; — and  that  such  establishments  from  time  to  time,  be  encouraged  and 
secured  by  such  provisions  of  law,  as  their  importance  demands. 

Whereas  the  General  Assembly,  at  their  session  in  October  last,  made  a 
grant  to  the  Connecticut  Asylum  for  the  education  and  instruction  of  deaf  and 
dumb  persons,  upon  their  petition,  in  the  words  following,  viz.  "Resolved  by 
this  Assembly,  that  the  sum  of  five  thousand  dollars  be  granted  to  the  petition- 
ers, to  be  laid  out  for  the  relief,  education,  instruction  and  support  of  the 
indigent  deaf  and  dumb  persons  belonging  to  this  State."  And  whereas  doubts 
have  arisen  with  respect  to  the  construction  of  said  resolve,  whether  it  be  the 
true  intent  and  meaning  thereof,  that  the  said  sum  of  five  thousand  dollars  shall 
constitute  a  fund,  the  interest  of  which  only,  to  be  laid  out  in  the  education,  in- 
struction and  support  of  the  indigent  deaf  and  dumb  of  this  State;  or  whether  it 
be  the  intent  of  said  resolve,  that  the  principal  sum  shall  be  laid  out  for  said  pur- 
poses; and  also,  whether  it  be  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  said  resolve,  that 
the  money  so  to  be  laid  out,  shall  be  expended  according  to  the  discretion  of  the 
board  of  directors  of  said  Asylum;-which  doubts  to  remove;22 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  the  principal  sum  granted  as  aforesaid,  shall 
be  laid  out  in  the  education,  instruction  and  support  of  the  indigent  deaf  and 
dumb  belonging  to  this  State,  for  such  persons,  and  in  such  sums,  as  the  board 
of  directors  shall  from  time  to  time,  order  and  direct. 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  James  Stevens,  Simon  House  and  John  Russ, 
Esquires,  together  with  the  Controller  of  Public  Accounts,  be,  and  they  are 
hereby  appointed  a  committee  to  obtain  such  facts  as  may  be  necessary  in  regard 
to  the  subject  of  taxation  in  this  State,  and  make  report  to  the  next  session  of  this 
Assembly,  with  their  opinion  on  the  expediency  of  changing  the  present  system, 
and  a  detailed  view  of  such  other  systems,  if  any,  as  they  may  recommend; — 
and  to  report  a  bill  for  a  public  act,  to  carry  the  same  into  effect.23 


22.  For  the  October  1816  grant  to  the  asylum  and  the  background  to  this  clarification,  see 
above,  pp.  1 19-20,  1 19-20n. 

23.  For  the  significance  of  the  taxation  issue,  see  above,  pp.  xxxii-xxxiii,  xxxix-xl;  the 
committee  appointed  here  reported  to  the  Assembly  at  the  October  1817  session;  below,  p.  268. 
This  resolution  is  notable  for  the  appointment  of  James  Stevens  (1768-1835),  one  of  the  state's 
most  prominent  Republicans,  who  took  a  major  role  in  many  of  the  reform  activities  of  the  period, 
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Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  two  dollars  be  allowed  to  each  person  or  per- 
sons appointed  by  the  Captain  General,  for  each  day  he  or  they  shall  be  employed 
in  hearing  and  determining  appeals  made  under  the  fourth  paragraph  of  an  act 
passed  in  October  1816,  entitled  "An  act  in  addition  to,  and  alteration  of  an  act,  en- 
titled 'an  act  for  forming  and  conducting  the  Military  force  of  this  State."24 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  the  fifteen  sets  of  state  papers  and  public 
documents  of  the  United  States,  lately  purchased  by  order  of  this  Assembly,  be 
distributed  and  disposed  of,  in  the  manner  following,  viz.  One  set  shall  be  de- 
posited and  kept  in  each  of  the  offices  of  the  clerks  of  the  county  courts  in  the 
several  counties  in  this  State:  Two  sets  shall  be  kept  by  the  Secretary  of  this 
State:  Three  sets  shall  be  forwarded  by  the  Secretary,  and  presented  to  the  Pres- 
ident and  Fellows  of  Yale-College,  for  the  use  of  that  institution:  Two  sets  shall 
be  forwarded  by  the  Secretary,  and  presented  to  the  Trustees  of  the  Episcopal 
Academy  at  Cheshire,  for  the  use  of  that  institution.25 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  the  Secretary  of  this  State  be,  and  he  hereby 
is  authorized  to  purchase  two  copies  of  the  Map  of  the  United  States,  published 
by  Emmor  Kimber  of  Philadelphia;  one  of  which  copies  shall  be  placed  in  the 
Council  Chamber,  in  the  State-house  in  the  City  of  Hartford;  and  one  copy 
shall  be  placed  in  the  Council  Chamber,  in  the  State-House  in  the  City  of  New 
Haven;  and  also  two  copies  of  Shelton  and  Kensett's  Map  of  the  United  States, 
published  at  Cheshire;  the  one  of  which  shall  be  placed  in  the  Representatives 
Chamber,  in  the  City  of  Hartford,  the  other  in  the  Representatives  Chamber,  in 
the  City  of  New-Haven,  for  the  use  of  the  General  Assembly  of  this  State.26 


including  the  consideration  of  the  taxation  issue.  A  Stamford  lawyer  and  a  many-time  opposition 
member  of  the  House,  Stevens  was  rewarded  for  his  efforts  by  appointment  as  a  probate  judge  and 
justice  of  the  peace  at  the  May  1818  session.  Elected  to  the  state  Constitutional  Convention  in  the 
summer  of  that  year,  he  introduced  the  motion  to  draft  a  new  constitution;  although  he  opposed  that 
document  in  its  final  form,  he  was  still  elected  to  the  U.S.  House  of  Representatives  in  the  fall.  D. 
Hamilton  Hurd,  ed.,  History  of  Fairfield  County,  Connecticut ...  (Philadelphia,  1881),  p.  17; 
Loomis  and  Calhoun,  Judicial  and  Civil  History,  p.  521. 

24.  For  the  paragraph  in  the  October  1816  militia  act  referenced  here,  see  above,  pp  110-11. 
The  House  initially  dissented  to  this  resolution,  but  agreed  with  the  Council  after  a  conference: 
Archives,  Militia,  Ser.  3,  II,  18. 

25.  For  the  resolution  authorizing  this  purchase,  see  above,  pp.  39,  39n. 

26.  Kimber  published  a  number  of  arithmetic  books;  we  can  find  no  reference  to  the  map 
ordered  here  in  the  standard  bibliographies.  Shelton  and  Kensett  published  A  Map  of  the  United 
States  and  British  Provinces  of  Upper  &  Lower  Canada  in  1816.  Shaw  and  Shoemaker,  American 
Bibliography,  XVI,  222. 
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Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  the  Overseers  of  New-Gate  Prison  be,  and 
are  hereby  authorized  to  enlist  two  privates  in  addition  to  the  number  before  al- 
lowed, for  the  present  year;  and  that  an  additional  pay  of  two  dollars  per  month, 
be  allowed  to  the  guard,  for  the  same  term.27 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  such  number  of  Artizans  constantly  labour- 
ing in  the  Public  Arsenal  at  Hartford,  not  exceeding  three,  as  may  be 
designated  by  the  Quarter-Master  General,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  exempted 
from  liability  to  do  military  duty,  during  the  time  they  shall  be  so  employed, 
any  law  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  [it]  is  inexpedient  to  amend  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States,  as  it  regards  the  choo[s]ing  of  Representatives  in  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States:  and  also  as  it  regards  the  mode  of  appointing 
Electors  of  President  and  Vice-President  of  the  United  States,  in  manner  pro- 
posed by  the  General  Assembly  of  North  Carolina;  and  that  His  Excellency  the 
Governour,  be  requested  to  forward  a  copy  of  this  Resolution,  to  the  Execu- 
tives of  the  several  States.28 


27.  For  the  third  successive  year,  the  Assembly  authorized  a  two-dollar  increase  in 
compensation  over  the  basic  rate:  see  above,  pp.  1 19.  1 19n.  and  the  references  there.  In  an  April  23. 
1817.  report  to  the  Assembly,  the  overseers  wrote  that  due  to  the  "great  number  of  Prisoners"and 
other  causes  the  prison  keeper  had  not  been  able  to  recruit  guards  at  S8  a  month:  the  overseers 
informed  the  Assembly  that  they  had  authorized  the  keeper  to  increase  the  compensation  by  S2  a 
month  and  to  engage  two  more  guards  because  the  "public  safety  required  a  small  increase:"  the 
total  number  of  guards,  they  stated,  was  now  seventeen.  The  overseers  also  recommended  that 
additions  be  made  to  the  keeper's  house.  Their  report  was  referred  to  a  committee  chaired  by  assistant 
Aaron  Austin,  which  recommended  an  increase  in  the  number  of  guards  and  their  compensation,  but 
not  the  building  alterations.  Archives.  Crimes  and  Misdemeanors.  Ser.  2. 1.  1 16-17. 

28.  For  the  Assembly's  May  1816  action  on  proposed  constitutional  amendments  relating  to 
the  same  issues,  see  above,  pp.  36-37, 37n.  In  December  1816  and  January  1 8 1 7  the  North  Carolina 
legislature  adopted  Massachusetts'  version  of  the  original  amendment  and  transmitted  it  to  the  other 
states.  The  Connecticut  General  Assembly  referred  the  matter  to  a  committee,  which  reported  the 
present  resolution  without  explaining  the  reasons  behind  it.  In  a  debate  on  May  22.  Republican 
representatives  Enoch  Burrows  and  Samuel  A.  Foote  argued  that  making  the  choice  by  district 
rather  than  at-large  w  as.  in  Burrows'  w  ords.  "the  best  mode  of  ascertaining  the  real  voice  of  the 
people."  Federalists  Calvin  Buder  and  Jonathan  W.  Edwards,  however,  defended  the  current  modes 
of  election.  Butler  arguing  that  "each  state  ought  to  retain  and  exercise  the  privilege  of  choosing 
their  own  officers,  in  their  own  way,"  and  Edwards  contending  that  election  by  district  might 
increase  the  power  of  the  larger  states  at  the  expense  of  smaller  ones  like  Connecticut.  Archives. 
Civil  Officers.  Ser.  2.  XXII.  120-23:  Mercury:  May  27.  1817.  Although  the  legislators  rejected  the 
amendment  in  18 17.  they  adopted  a  closely  related  one  a  year  later:  see  S.R..  XIX.  45-47. 45^46n. 
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Whereas  in  the  late  organization  of  the  militia  of  this  State,  the  5th  Company 
of  the  4th  Regiment  of  said  militia,  now  forming  a  part  of  the  24th  Regiment, 
was  by  mistake,  made  the  8th  Company  in  said  Regiment,  and  the  8th  Company 
in  said  4th  Regiment,  was  made  the  3d  Company  in  said  24th  Regiment; 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  the  said  5th  Company,  be  and  remain  the  3d 
Company  of  said  24th  Regiment;  and  that  said  8th  Company  heretofore  be- 
longing to  said  4th  Regiment,  be  the  8th  Company  of  said  24th  Regiment;  and 
that  the  officers  living  within  the  limits  of  said  8th  Company,  who  have  been 
commissioned  as  of  the  third  company  of  said  24th  Regiment,  be  the  officers  of 
the  8th  Company  of  said  24th  Regiment,  and  take  command  of  said  8th  Com- 
pany accordingly. 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  the  individuals  composing  the  several 
Bands  of  Music  heretofore  established  in  this  State,  be  exempted  from  per- 
forming military  duty,  in  the  several  militia  companies  in  this  State,  until  the 
rising  of  the  General  Assembly  in  October  next. 

Resolved,  that  the  Secretary  be  directed  to  procure,  for  the  use  of  this  State, 
such  copies  of  the  most  approved  edition  of  the  statutes  of  the  other  states  in 
the  Union,  as  are  wanting  to  make  complete  sets  of  such  statutes  in  the  Secre- 
tary's office. 

Upon  the  memorial  of  Squire  Sessions,  John  Holbrook,  William  B.  Fox, 
Ebenezer  Dresser,  Israel  Osgood,  David  R.  Warner,  and  Lemuel  Ingals  of  Pomfret 
in  Windham  County,  and  Joseph  Grow  of  Hampton  in  said  county,  praying  for  an 
act  of  incorporation,  as  per  memorial  on  file,  dated  7th  May  1817;29 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  the  said  Sessions,  Holbrook,  Fox,  Dresser, 
Osgood,  Warner,  Ingals  and  Grow,  with  all  others,  who  are  or  shall  hereafter 
become  associated  with  them,  be,  and  they  hereby  are,  with  their  successors 
and  assigns,  made  and  established  a  body  politic  and  corporate  by  the  name  of 
the  Pomfret  Woolen  Manufacturing  Company;  for  the  purpose  of  manufactur- 
ing woolen  cloths  in  the  most  advantageous  manner;  and  by  that  name,  they 
and  their  assigns  and  successors  shall  be,  and  hereby  are,  authorized  and  em- 
powered to  purchase,  take,  hold,  occupy,  possess  and  enjoy  to  them  and  their 


29.  The  petitioners  stated  that  they  had  been  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  woolens  for  several 
years  and  described  their  operations  in  Pomfret.  In  preparing  this  and  other  acts  incorporating 
manufacturing  concerns,  the  Assembly  continued  to  use  the  printed  boilerplate  introduced  in  1815. 
This  company's  buildings  on  the  Mashamoquet  River  were  damaged  in  an  1818  flood  and  the 
company  eventually  disbanded  after  suffering  financial  losses.  Archives,  Industry,  Ser.  2,  II,  99- 
100;  S.R.,  XVII,  94n,  340n;  Lamed,  Windham  County,  II,  445. 
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successors,  any  goods,  chattels  and  effects,  of  whatever  kind  they  may  be,  the 
better  to  enable  them  to  carry  on  such  business  to  advantage;  also  to  purchase, 
take,  hold,  occupy,  possess  and  enjoy  any  such  lands,  tenements  or 
hereditaments  in  the  County  of  Windham,  as  shall  be  necessary  for  the  views 
and  purposes  of  said  corporation,  not  exceeding  in  the  whole,  one  hundred 
acres,  unless  the  same  be  taken  in  payment  of,  or  as  security  for  debts  due  the 
corporation;  and  the  same  to  sell  and  dispose  of  at  pleasure;  or  to  take  a  lease  or 
leases  thereof  for  a  term  of  years;  also  to  sue  and  be  sued,  plead  and  be 
impleaded,  defend  and  be  defended,  answer  and  be  answered  unto,  in  any  court 
of  record  or  elsewhere.  And  said  corporation  may  have  and  use  a  common  seal, 
and  may  alter  the  same  at  their  pleasure. 

Resolved  further,  that  the  capital  stock  of  said  corporation  shall  not  exceed 
fifty  thousand  dollars;  and  that  a  share  of  said  stock  shall  be  five  hundred  dol- 
lars, and  shall  be  deemed  and  considered  personal  estate,  and  be  transferable 
only  on  the  books  of  said  company,  in  such  form  as  the  directors  of  said  com- 
pany shall  prescribe.  And  said  company  shall  at  all  times  have  a  lien  upon  all 
the  stock  or  property  of  the  members  of  said  corporation,  invested  therein,  for 
all  debts  due  from  to  [sic]  said  company;  and  said  corporation  may  go  into  op- 
eration whenever,  and  as  soon  as  six  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  shall  be 
taken  up  or  subscribed  for. 

Resolved  further,  that  the  stock,  property  and  affairs  of  the  corporation  shall 
be  managed  by  not  less  than  three  nor  more  than  seven  directors;  one  of  whom 
they  shall  appoint  their  President;  who  shall  hold  their  offices  for  one  year; 
which  directors  shall  be  stockholders  and  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and 
shall  be  annually  elected  at  such  time  and  place  as  the  regulations  of  said  cor- 
poration shall  prescribe.  A  majority  of  the  directors  shall  on  all  occasions, 
when  met  in  said  town  of  Pomfret,  constitute  a  board  for  the  transacting  of 
business;  and  a  majority  of  the  stockholders  present  at  any  legal  meeting,  shall 
be  capable  of  transacting  the  business  of  such  meeting,  each  share  entitling  the 
owner  thereof  to  one  vote.  And  Squire  Sessions,  John  Holbrook  and  William 
B.  Fox  shall  be  the  first  directors  of  said  corporation. 

Resolved  further,  that  the  said  President  and  directors  for  the  time  being,  or 
a  major  part  of  them,  shall  have  power  to  fill  any  vacancy  which  may  happen  in 
their  board,  by  death,  resignation  or  otherwise,  for  the  then  current  year,  and  to 
appoint  and  employ,  from  time  to  time,  a  Secretary,  Treasurer,  and  such  other 
officers,  mechanics  and  labourers,  as  they  may  think  proper  for  the  transaction 
of  the  business  and  concerns  of  the  said  company;  and  also,  to  make  and  estab- 
lish such  by-laws,  rules  and  regulations  as  they  shall  think  expedient,  for  the 
better  management  of  the  concerns  of  the  said  corporation,  and  the  same  to 
alter  and  repeal;  provided  always,  that  such  by-laws,  rules  and  regulations  be 
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not  inconsistent  with  the  laws  of  this  State,  or  the  United  States.  And  said  di- 
rectors shall  and  may,  as  often  as  the  interest  of  the  stockholders  shall  require, 
and  the  affairs  of  said  company  will  permit,  declare  a  dividend  or  dividends  of 
profit  on  each  share,  which  shall  be  paid  by  the  Treasurer  of  said  company. 

Resolved  further,  that  if  it  shall  so  happen  that  an  election  of  directors 
should  not  take  place  in  any  year  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  corporation,  the 
said  corporation  shall  not  for  that  reason  be  dissolved;  but  such  election  may  be 
held  thereafter  on  any  convenient  day  within  one  year,  to  be  fixed  on  by  the  di- 
rectors, they  previously  giving  public  notice  thereof. 

Resolved  further,  that  the  books  of  said  company  containing  their  accounts, 
shall  at  all  reasonable  times,  be  open  for  the  inspection  of  any  of  the  stockhold- 
ers of  said  company;  and  as  often  as  once  in  each  year,  a  statement  of  the 
accounts  of  said  company,  shall  be  made  by  order  of  the  directors. 

Resolved  further,  that  the  directors  may  call  in  the  subscriptions  of  the  capi- 
tal stock  by  instalments,  in  such  proportions,  and  at  such  times  and  places,  as 
they  may  think  proper,  giving  such  notice  thereof  as  the  by-laws  and  regula- 
tions of  said  company  shall  prescribe:  and  in  case  any  stockholder  shall  neglect 
or  refuse  payment  of  such  instalment  or  instalments,  for  the  term  of  sixty  days 
after  the  same  shall  become  due  and  payable,  and  after  he,  she  or  they  have 
been  notified  thereof,  such  negligent  stockholder  or  stockholders  shall  forfeit 
to  said  company  all  his,  her  or  their  previous  instalments,  together  with  all  his, 
her  or  their  rights  and  interest  whatever  in  said  stock. 

Resolved  fiirther,  that  for  all  debts  which  may  at  any  time  be  due  from  said 
company,  the  stockholders  thereof  shall  be  responsible  in  their  private  capac- 
ity, provided  said  corporation  shall  become  insolvent,  or  the  property  and 
estate  of  said  corporation  cannot  be  found,  and  not  otherwise.  Provided,  that 
nothing  contained  in  this  act  shall  be  construed  to  authorize  or  empower  the 
said  corporation  to  use  their  funds  for  any  banking  transactions:  And  also  pro- 
vided, that  this  grant  shall  be  subject  to  be  altered,  amended  or  repealed,  at  the 
pleasure  of  the  General  Assembly. 

Upon  the  memorial  of  Cyrus  Williams,  Henry  Cheeseborough,  Silas 
Cheeseborough,  Charles  Wheeler,  Ephraim  Cheeseborough,  Gardner  Barber, 
John  H.  Kinyon  and  Pardon  Kinyon,  praying  for  an  act  of  incorporation,  as  per 
memorial  on  file,  dated  May  16th  1817.30 


30.  The  petitioners,  inhabitants  of  North  Stonington  and  its  vicinity,  stated  that  they  had 
purchased  lands  in  that  town,  Stonington,  and  Groton,  where  they  had  built  a  factory.  Archives, 
Industry,  Ser.  2,  II,  7. 
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Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  the  said  Cyrus  Williams,  Henry 
Cheeseborough,  Silas  Cheeseborough,  Charles  Wheeler,  Ephraim 
Cheeseborough,  Gardner  Barber,  John  H.  Kinyon  and  Pardon  Kinyon,  with  all 
others,  who  are  or  shall  hereafter  become  associated  with  them,  be,  and  they 
hereby  are,  with  their  successors  and  assigns,  made  and  established  a  body  pol- 
itic and  corporate,  by  the  name  of  the  Williams  Manufacturing  Company  of 
North  Stonington,  for  the  purpose  of  manufacturing  cloths  and  other  fabrics  of 
wool  and  of  cotton,  and  of  wool  and  cotton  together,  in  the  most  advantageous 
manner;  and  by  that  name,  they  and  their  assigns  and  successors  shall  be,  and 
hereby  are,  authorized  and  empowered  to  purchase,  take,  hold,  occupy,  possess 
and  enjoy  to  them  and  their  successors,  any  goods,  chattels  and  effects  of  what- 
ever kind  they  may  be,  the  better  to  enable  them  to  carry  on  such  business  to 
advantage;  also  to  purchase,  take,  hold,  occupy,  possess  and  enjoy  any  such 
lands,  tenements,  or  hereditaments  in  the  County  of  New-London,  as  shall  be 
necessary  for  the  views  and  purposes  of  said  corporation,  not  exceeding  in  the 
whole  one  hundred  acres,  unless  the  same  be  taken  in  payment  of,  or  as  secu- 
rity for  debts  due  the  corporation;  and  the  same  to  sell  and  dispose  of  at 
pleasure;  or  to  take  a  lease  or  leases  thereof  for  a  term  of  years;  also  to  sue  and 
be  sued,  plead  and  be  impleaded,  defend  and  be  defended,  answer  and  be  an- 
swered unto,  in  any  court  of  record  or  elsewhere.  And  said  corporation  may 
have  and  use  a  common  seal,  and  may  alter  the  same  at  their  pleasure. 

Resolved  further,  that  the  capital  stock  of  said  corporation  shall  not  exceed 
fifty  thousand  dollars;  and  that  a  share  of  said  stock  shall  be  one  hundred  dollars, 
and  shall  be  deemed  and  considered  personal  estate,  and  be  transferable  only  on 
the  books  of  said  company  in  such  form  as  the  directors  of  said  company  shall 
prescribe.  And  said  company  shall  at  all  times  have  a  lien  upon  all  the  stock  or 
property  of  the  members  of  said  corporation,  invested  therein,  for  all  debts  due 
from  them  to  said  company;  and  said  corporation  may  go  into  operation  when- 
ever, and  as  soon  as  ten  thousand  dollars  shall  be  taken  up  or  subscribed  for. 

Resolved  further,  that  the  stock,  property  and  affairs  of  the  corporation  shall 
be  managed  by  not  less  than  three  nor  more  than  six  directors;  one  of  whom 
they  shall  appoint  their  president;  who  shall  hold  their  offices  for  one  year; 
which  directors  shall  be  stockholders  and  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and 
shall  be  annually  elected  at  such  time  and  place  as  the  regulations  of  said  cor- 
poration shall  prescribe.  A  majority  of  the  directors  shall  on  all  occasions  when 
met  in  said  County  of  New-London,  constitute  a  board  for  the  transacting  of 
business;  and  a  majority  of  the  stockholders  present  at  any  legal  meeting  shall 
be  capable  of  transacting  the  business  of  such  meeting,  each  share  entitling  the 
owner  thereof  to  one  vote.  And  Cyrus  Williams,  Henry  Cheeseborough,  Silas 
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Cheeseborough,  Charles  Wheeler  and  Ephraim  Cheeseborough  shall  be  the 
first  directors  of  said  corporation. 

Resolved  further,  that  the  said  president  and  directors  for  the  time  being,  or  a 
major  part  of  them,  shall  have  power  to  fill  any  vacancy  which  may  happen  in 
their  board,  by  death,  resignation  or  otherwise,  for  the  then  current  year;  and  to 
appoint  and  employ,  from  time  to  time,  a  Secretary,  Treasurer,  and  such  other 
officers,  mecha[n]ics  and  labourers,  as  they  may  think  proper,  for  the  transac- 
tion of  the  business  and  concerns  of  the  said  company;  and  also,  to  make  and 
establish  such  by-laws,  rules  and  regulations  as  they  shall  think  expedient  for 
the  better  management  of  the  concerns  of  the  said  corporation,  and  the  same  to 
alter  and  repeal:  provided  always,  that  such  by-laws,  rules  and  regulations  be 
not  inconsistent  with  the  laws  of  this  State,  or  the  United  States.  And  said  di- 
rectors shall  and  may  as  often  as  the  interest  of  the  stockholders  shall  require, 
and  the  affairs  of  said  company  will  permit,  declare  a  dividend  or  dividends  of 
profit  on  each  share,  which  shall  be  paid  by  the  Treasurer  of  said  company. 

Resolved  further,  that  if  it  shall  so  happen  that  an  election  of  directors 
should  not  take  place  in  any  year,  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  corporation,  the 
said  corporation  shall  not  for  that  reason  be  dissolved;  but  such  election  may  be 
held  thereafter,  on  any  convenient  day  within  one  year,  to  be  fixed  on  by  the  di- 
rectors, they  previously  giving  public  notice  thereof. 

Resolved  further,  that  the  books  of  said  company,  containing  their  accounts, 
shall  at  all  reasonable  times,  be  open  for  the  inspection  of  any  of  the  stockhold- 
ers of  said  company;  and  as  often  as  once  in  each  year,  a  statement  of  the 
accounts  of  said  company,  shall  be  made  by  order  of  the  directors. 

Resolved  further,  that  the  directors  may  call  in  the  subscriptions  to  the  capi- 
tal stock  by  instalments,  in  such  proportions,  and  at  such  times  and  places,  as 
they  may  think  proper,  giving  such  notice  thereof  as  the  by-laws  and  regula- 
tions of  said  company  shall  prescribe:  and  in  case  any  stockholder  shall  neglect 
or  refuse  payment  of  such  instalment  or  instalments,  for  the  term  of  sixty  days 
after  the  same  shall  become  due  and  payable,  and  after  he,  she,  or  they  have 
been  notified  thereof,  such  negligent  stockholder  or  stockholders  shall  forfeit 
to  said  company  all  his,  her,  or  their  previous  instalments,  togeth[er]  with  all 
his,  her,  or  their  rights  and  interest  whatever  in  said  stock. 

Resolved  further,  that  for  all  debts  which  may  at  any  time  be  due  from  said 
company,  the  stockholders  thereof  shall  be  responsible  in  their  private  capac- 
ity, provided  said  corporation  shall  become  insolvent,  or  the  property  and 
estate  of  said  corporation  cannot  be  found,  and  not  otherwise.  Provided,  that 
nothing  contained  in  this  act  shall  be  construed  to  authorize  or  empower  the 
said  corporation  to  use  their  funds  for  any  banking  transactions:     And  also 
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provided,  that  this  grant  shall  be  subject  to  be  altered,  amended  or  repealed  at 
the  pleasure  of  the  General  Assembly. 

Upon  the  petition  of  the  Ecclesiastical  Society  of  Northington  in  the  town  of 
Farmington,  shewing  that  there  is  tier  of  lots  run[n]ing  the  whole  width  of  said 
society  to  Farmington  north  line,  bounded  on  said  society  east,  and  on  the  town 
of  Burlington  west,  and  is  included  within  the  limits  of  the  first  Ecclesiastical 
Society;  that  the  south  line  of  said  Northington  is  not  straight;  and  that  the  heirs 
of  Benjamin  Hosford,  who  live  a  little  south  of  said  line,  wish  to  be  included  in 
Northington  Society;  praying  that  said  tier  of  lots  may  be  annexed  to  said 
Northington  Society,  and  that  the  south  line  of  said  society  be  so  altered  as  to 
annex  the  heirs  of  Benjamin  Hosford  to  said  society,  and  that  they  may  carry 
with  them  their  just  proportion  of  the  first  Society's  school-fund,  and  that  the 
committee  appointed  by  the  General  Assembly  in  May  last  to  set  a  stake  where 
the  meeting-house  in  said  Society  of  Northington  shall  be  built;  be  reappointed 
with  power  to  remove  the  stake  to  the  top  of  the  hill,  or  establish  it  where  it  now 
is;  as  by  said  petition  on  file,  dated  the  17th  day  of  April  A.D.  1817.  The  said 
petition  was  duly  served  on  the  first  Ecclesiastical  Society  in  Farmington,  who 
being  three  times  publicly  called  made  default  of  appearance.31 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  all  the  land  within  the  following  line.  viz.  be- 
ginning at  the  southwest  corner  of  said  Northington,  and  running  due  west  to 
Farmington  river,  thence  in  the  course  of  said  river  to  where  it  intersects  the  East 
line  of  the  town  of  Burlington,  thence  on  said  line  of  Burlington  northward  to  the 
north  line  of  Farmington,  thence  Eastward  on  said  north  line  to  the  Northwest 
corner  of  said  Northington  Society;  and  also  all  the  land  between  the  present 
south  bound  of  Northington  and  a  straight  line  from  the  present  southwest  corner 
of  Northington  to  an  angle  in  the  south  line  thereof,  about  a  mile  and  a  quarter 
west  of  the  southeast  corner  thereof,  together  with  all  the  inhabitants  who  now 
reside,  and  who  shall  hereafter  reside  on  the  above  described  parcels  of  land,  be 
annexed  to  the  said  Society  of  Northington.  and  hereafter  remain  a  part  thereof, 
with  all  privileges  and  subject  to  all  burthens  as  the  rest  of  the  territory  and 


3 1 .  The  petitioners  stated  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  specified  tier  of  lots  had  for  years  wished  to 
be  included  in  the  Northington  society,  citing  the  distance  and  difficulty  of  travel:  "clashing 
interests*'  in  the  first  society,  they  said,  had  prevented  any  action.  For  the  Assembly's  previous 
action  on  the  location  of  the  meeting  house,  see  above,  pp.  59-60.  60n.  The  committee  appointed 
here,  identical  to  that  designated  in  1816,  met  with  inhabitants  in  July  1817  and  left  the  location  at 
the  same  place  they  had  set  in  1816.  This  action  did  not,  however,  quiet  local  discontents:  in  May 
1818  members  of  the  Northington  society  unsuccessfully  petitioned  the  Assembly  to  relocate  the 
meeting  house.  Archives.  Ecclesiastical  Affairs.  Ser.  2.  II.  57-59:  Rejected  Bills.  1818-21.  Box  5, 
1818.  folder2.doc.  26. 
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inhabitants  of  said  society;  and  that  so  much  of  the  school-fund  of  the  said  first 
Society,  arisen  from  the  sale  of  highways  and  common  lands  within  said  society, 
as  bears  the  same  proportion  to  the  whole  of  said  fund,  as  the  list  of  those  thus 
annexed  to  said  Northington  Society  for  the  year  A.D.  1816,  including  military 
exempts,  bears  to  the  whole  list  of  said  first  Society,  for  that  year,  including  such 
exempts,  belong  to  Northington  Society  and  become  a  part  of  their  fund  for  the 
support  of  schools  in  that  society:  And  that  Shubael  Griswold,  Ezekiel  P.  Belden 
and  Zephaniah  H.  Smith,  Esquires,  be  a  committee  to  view  the  situation  of  said 
society  with  the  annexation  aforesaid,  to  establish  a  spot  where  said  society  shall 
build  a  meeting-house,  where  they,  as  a  committee  from  the  General  Assembly, 
formerly  established  it,  or  on  the  top  of  the  hill  west  of  that  place,  as  they  shall 
judge  right;  and  that  the  place  so  established  by  them  shall  be  the  place  where 
said  society  shall  build  their  meeting-house. 

Upon  the  petition  of  Thomas  Grosvenor,  Oliver  Grosvenor,  Joseph  Chan- 
dler, Lemuel  Grosvenor,  John  H.  Payson  and  others,  inhabitants  of  the  first 
Ecclesiastical  Society  in  Pomfret  in  this  State,  shewing  to  this  Assembly,  that 
on  the  29th  day  of  March  A.D.  1817,  Benjamin  Duick  of  said  Pomfret,  died, 
leaving  last  will  and  testament,  which  has  been  duly  proved  and  approved  by 
the  Court  of  Probate  for  the  district  of  Pomfret;  by  which,  amongst  other  lega- 
cies, he  gave  to  the  inhabitants  of  said  first  Ecclesiastical  Society  in  Pomfret,  in 
case  they  form  therein,  a  charitable  society,  and  procure  an  act  of  incorporation 
from  the  Legislature  of  this  State,  within  two  years  from  his  decease,  the  sum 
of  five  hundred  dollars,  to  be  loaned  on  land  security  of  double  the  value  of  the 
sum  and  the  interest  thereof,  to  be  applied  to  the  relief  of  those  poor  persons 
and  families  in  said  society,  who  may  have  no  relief  from  said  town:  And  fur- 
ther shewing,  that  the  petitioners  have  associated  for  the  purpose  of  carrying 
into  effect  the  benevolent  designs  of  the  deceased,  praying  for  an  act  of  incor- 
poration, as  per  petition  on  file,  dated  the  22d  day  of  April  A.D.  1817.32 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  the  said  Thomas  Grosvenor,  Oliver  Grosvenor, 
and  those  who  are,  or  may  hereafter  be  associated  with  them,  be  a  body  politic  and 
corporate  by  the  name  of  the  Duick  Charitable  Society,  for  the  purpose  of  receiv- 
ing, holding  and  improving  said  legacy,  and  such  other  monies  as  may  from  time 
to  time  be  added  thereto,  as  a  permanent  fund  for  charitable  purposes;  with  the 
usual  powers  and  privileges  of  corporations;  to  have  a  common  seal;  make  by- 
laws for  the  choice  of  officers,  of  holding  meetings  and  transacting  the  business  of 
said  society:  provided  they  be  not  contrary  to  the  laws  of  this  State. 


32.  The  legislative  documentation  of  this  resolution  includes  a  copy  of  Duick's  will:  Archives, 
Corporations,  II,  51-52. 
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Resolved  further,  that  the  officers  of  said  charitable  society  shall  be  a  com- 
mittee consisting  of  three  of  its  members;  and  a  clerk  and  Treasurer. 

Resolved  further,  that  the  first  meeting  of  said  charitable  society  for  the 
choice  of  officers,  be  held  at  the  dwelling-house  of  Nathan  Williams  of  said 
Pomfret,  on  the  second  monday  of  June  A.D.  1817;  and  that  notice  thereof  be 
given  by  said  Thomas  Grosvenor  or  Oliver  Grosvenor,  at  least  five  days  before 
said  meeting,  by  posting  such  notice  on  the  public  sign-posts  in  said  Ecclesias- 
tical Society  in  Pomfret. 

Resolved  further,  that  the  capital  stock  of  said  society  may  be  increased  by 
donations  or  otherwise,  but  not  to  exceed  fifty  thousand  dollars;  and  that  the 
same  be  exempt  from  taxation,  as  other  charitable  funds. 

Upon  the  petition  of  Mary  Churchill  of  Newbern  in  North-Carolina, 
shewing  that  she  is  the  widow  of  Charles  Churchill  late  of  said  Newbern  de- 
ceased; that  said  Charles  died  intestate,  leaving  Chappel  McClure  Churchill, 
Claudius  Belden  Churchill,  Clinton  Green  Churchill.  Con[s]tantine  Woods 
Churchill,  Crispin  Osborn  Churchill  and  Cleophas  Washington  Churchill,  his 
children  and  heirs  at  law,  and  that  since  his  death,  the  said  Clinton  Green  Chur- 
chill and  Constantine  Woods  Churchill  are  dead;  and  the  survivors  of  said 
children  are  infants  under  the  age  of  twenty  one  years;  that  said  Mary  hath  been 
appointed  Guardian  to  said  children  and  hath  given  bonds;  that  said  Charles 
deceased  died  in  debt  to  a  greater  amount  than  his  personal  estate,  leaving 
some  valuable  real  estate  in  North-Carolina;  and  also  real  estate  in  the  town  of 
Wethersfield,  Newington  Parish  in  Connecticut,  viz.  one  piece  of  land  contain- 
ing eight  acres  with  a  house,  &c.  thereon;  also  thirteen  acres  and  seventy  four 
rods  of  land  called  low  pasture;  also  four  acres  and  fifty  eight  rods  of  land 
called  great  lot,  the  profits  of  which  are  very  small;  and  said  lands  are  in  a  state 
of  depreciation;  and  that  it  would  be  for  the  interest  of  those  concerned,  to  dis- 
pose of  said  estate  in  Connecticut;  praying  to  be  authorized  to  sell  said  lands  in 
Connecticut,  as  per  petition  on  file; 

Resolved,  that  the  said  Mary  Churchill  be  authorized  and  empowered  to  sell 
the  lands  within  described,  belonging  to  said  infant  children,  lying  in 
Wethersfield,  first  giving  bonds  to  the  acceptance  of  the  Court  of  Probate  for 
the  district  of  Hartford,  that  the  avails  of  said  land  shall  be  applied  to  the  pay- 
ment of  the  debts  of  the  deceased,  and  for  the  benefit  of  said  infant  children. 

Upon  the  petition  of  Asa  Newton  of  Colchester  in  the  County  of  New-London, 
shewing  to  this  Assembly,  that  he  is  guardian  to  William  N.  Matson  of  said 
Colchester,  a  minor  under  the  age  of  twenty  one  years;  and  that  said  William  N. 
Matson  is  heir  at  law  to  William  Matson  late  of  Lyme  in  said  county,  deceased;  and 
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is  the  owner  in  fee  simple  of  about  ninety  acres  of  land,  with  a  mansion-house  and 
barn  thereon  standing;  also  a  right  in  a  Fish  Place,  all  which  is  situated  in  said  town 
of  Lyme,  and  is  of  greater  value  than  six  hundred  dollars,  praying  for  liberty  to  sell 
the  same,  as  by  petition  on  file,  dated  the  7th  day  of  May  1817. 

Resolved,  that  the  said  Asa  Newton  be  authorized  and  empowered  to  sell  the 
said  real  estate  belonging  to  the  said  William  N.  Matson,  under  the  direction  of 
the  Court  of  Probate  for  the  district  of  East-Haddam,  first  giving  security  to  the 
acceptance  of  the  Judge  of  said  Court  of  Probate,  that  the  avails  of  said  estate 
shall  be  laid  out  in  other  lands  or  bank  stock,  and  the  avails  thereof,  or  so  much  as 
may  be  necessary,  be  laid  out  and  expended  for  the  maintenance,  education  and 
advancement  of  said  minor  child,  and  that  he  will  account  with  said  Judge  in  the 
premises,  when  required,  or  with  said  minor  when  he  shall  arrive  at  full  age. 

Upon  the  petition  of  Amos  Peck  parent  and  natural  guardian  of  Glover  Amos 
Peck  a  minor,  shewing  that  said  Glover  Amos  Peck  owns  a  certain  piece  of  land 
lying  in  Brookfield  in  Fairfield  County,  bounded  northerly  on  lands  belonging  to 
the  heirs  of  Levi  Merwin  late  of  Brookfield  deceased,  and  Robert  B.  Ruggles, 
westerly  on  still  river,  southerly  on  Philo  Merwin's  land,  easterly  on  Liverius 
Deming's  land;  containing  fifteen  acres,  of  the  value  of  about  seven  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars;  and  praying  this  Assembly  to  authorize  some  fit  and  suitable 
person,  under  the  direction  of  the  Court  of  Probate  for  the  district  of  Danbury,  to 
make  sale  of  said  minor's  land  above  described,  and  vest  the  avails  thereof  in  the 
homeste[a]d  of  said  Amos — as  per  petition  on  file,  dated  May  6th  1817. 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  Henry  Peck  of  said  Brookfield  be,  and  he  is 
hereby  authorized  and  empowered  under  the  direction  of  the  Court  of  Probate 
for  the  District  of  Danbury,  to  sell  and  convey  said  minor's  land  above  de- 
scribed, and  to  vest  the  avails  thereof  in  the  homeste[a]d  of  the  said  Amos,  he 
the  said  Henry  first  giving  bond  with  surety,  to  the  acceptance  of  said  court  of 
probate,  for  the  faithful  performance  of  the  trust  hereby  reposed  in  him. 

Upon  the  petition  of  Edward  Dimock  of  Tolland  in  the  County  of  Tolland, 
shewing  that  he  is  guardian  of  George  Austin  Howard,  Dwight  Dimock 
Howard,  Blake  Ely  Howard  and  Melinda  Maria  Howard,  all  minors  under  the 
age  of  twenty  one  years,  and  children  and  heirs  of  Stephen  Howard  late  of 
Stafford  deceased;  that  said  children  own  and  hold  as  tenants  in  common  the 
following  lands  lying  in  said  Stafford,  viz.  one  lot  called  the  Harrington  lot, 
containing  about  six  acres,  bounded  north  on  highway;  east  on  Park  Rockwell; 
south  and  west  on  David  Lillibridge;  one  other  lot  containing  about  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  five  acres,  bounded  north  on  turnpike  road  leading  from 
Stafford  to  Tolland;  east  on  David  Lillibridge  Junior,  Benjamin  Webb,  Luke 
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Cushman  and  heirs  of  Captain  David  Yeomans;  west  on  John  Baker;  south  on 
heirs  of  David  Yeomans  and  John  Baker;  one  other  lot  containing  about  five 
acres,  bounded  east  and  south  on  the  said  turnpike  road;  west  on  Jonathan 
Whitaker,  and  north  on  said  Whitaker  and  Benning  Mann,  with  a  dwelling 
house,  barn,  chaise-house  and  tan-house  thereon  standing;  that  said  lands  and 
buildings  are  of  the  value  of  about  three  thousand  dollars;  that  said  buildings 
and  tan-works  are  fast  going  to  decay  and  depreciating  in  value;  that  the  other 
lands  are  out  of  repair,  &c.  as  per  petition  on  file:  This  Assembly  by  their  com- 
mittee, having  enquired  into  the  matters  stated  in  said  petition,  do  find,  that  the 
said  Dimock  is  Guardian  to  the  said  minor  children,  and  that  they  own  the 
lands  in  said  petition  described,  as  tenants  in  common;  the  whole  of  said  lands 
and  buildings  are  of  the  value  of  three  thousand  dollars;  that  said  tan-house  and 
buildings  are  out  of  repair  and  fast  depreciating  in  value;  that  said  five  acre  lot 
with  the  tan-house  and  other  buildings  thereon,  may  be  sold  for  about  fifteen 
hundred  dollars,  and  that  the  interest  of  said  children  will  be  promoted  by  the 
sale  of  said  five  acre  lot  and  buildings,  and  that  it  is  inexpedient  to  sell  the  said 
other  two  pieces  of  land; 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  the  said  Edward  Dimock  be,  and  he  is 
hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to  sell  said  five  acre  lot  and  buildings 
thereon,  and  to  revest  the  avails  thereof  in  other  lands  to  be  conveyed  to  said 
minors  respectively,  or  to  lay  out  the  avails  in  the  nurture,  education  and  ad- 
vancement of  said  minors  respectively;  first  giving  bonds  with  sufficient  surety 
to  the  Judge  of  Probate  for  the  district  of  Stafford,  conditioned  for  the  faithful 
execution  of  said  trust;  and  to  account  for  the  avails  of  said  lands  with  said 
Judge  when  thereto  required,  or  with  said  minors  when  they  shall  respectively 
arrive  to  the  age  of  twenty  one  years. 

Upon  the  petition  of  Benjamin  Potwine  of  Tolland  in  the  County  of  Tolland, 
husband  and  by  law  Guardian  of  the  person  and  estate  of  Cornelia  his  wife, 
lately  Cornelia  Curtiss  of  Meriden  in  the  County  of  New-Haven,  shewing  to 
this  Assembly,  that  the  said  Cornelia  is  a  minor  under  the  age  of  twenty  one 
years,  and  that  she  is  the  owner  in  fee  of  the  following  described  lands,  lying  in 
said  Meriden,  viz.  one  piece  of  land  with  a  house  standing  thereon,  bounding 
east,  west,  north  and  south  on  highway:  one  other  piece,  bounded  west  on  the 
old  road;  south  on  Benjamin  Curtiss;  north  and  east  on  Joseph  Farrington's 
land,  containing  one  acre  and  ten  rods:  one  piece  of  land  back  of  the  Episcopal 
Church,  bounded  east  on  the  burying  ground;  north  partly  on  Seth  D.  Plumb. 
Joseph  Farrington  and  Samuel  Tibbals'  land;  west  on  the  heirs  of  Stephen 
Atwater;  south  on  Benjamin  Hart  and  Seth  D.  Plumb,  containing  eight  acres 
and  an  half:  one  piece  of  land  on  the  hanging  hills,  bounded  east  on  Asaph 
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Merriam  and  Amos  Curtiss;  south  on  said  Curtiss;  west  on  Giles  Griswold; 
north  on  Benjamin  Perkins  and  partly  on  Asahel  Merriam;  containing  thirteen 
and  half  acres:  one  piece  of  land  on  Hott  Hill,  bounded  south  on  the  old  road; 
east  on  the  heirs  of  Moses  Barnes;  north  on  Ichabod  Wood's  land,  and  west  on 
William  Linsley's  land,  containing  four  acres:  one  piece  of  land  lying  below 
Willard  Hall's,  bounded  south  on  Seth  D.  Plumb;  east  on  Theophilus  Hall; 
north  on  John  W.  Hall;  west  on  the  old  road,  containing  five  acres  and  an  half; 
that  said  lands  are  worth,  and  may  now  be  sold  for  the  sum  of  two  thousand 
three  hundred  dollars;  that  he  has  contracted  for  the  purchase  of  a  dwelling- 
house  and  fifty  acres  of  land  near  the  meeting-house  in  Tolland  for  the  sum  of 
twenty  one  hundred  dollars,  and  praying  that  suitable  person  may  be  autho- 
rized and  empowered  to  make  sale  of  the  aforesaid  lands  of  the  said  Cornelia  in 
said  Meriden,  and  to  revest  the  avails  thereof  in  the  before  mentioned  house 
and  lands  in  said  Tolland;  and  that  a  deed  of  conveyance  thereof  may  be  taken 
in  the  name  of  his  said  wife,  and  that  she  may  have  and  hold  the  same  lands  and 
house,  in  the  same  manner  as  though  she  had  owned  and  possessed  the  same,  at 
the  time  of  her  intermarriage  with  the  petitioner,  as  per  petition  on  file,  dated 
the  28th  day  of  April  A.D.  1817. 

This  Assembly  having  enquired,  by  a  joint  committee,  into  the  matters 
stated  in  said  petition,  do  find  the  same  to  be  true,  and  grant  said  petition; 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  the  said  Cornelia  Potwine  be,  and  she  is 
hereby  authorized  and  empowered,  jointly  with  her  husband,  the  said 
Benjamin,  to  make  sale  of  all  the  aforesaid  lands  of  said  Cornelia  in  said 
Meriden,  and  to  convey  the  same  as  fully  as  though  of  full  age,  and  to  cause 
twenty  one  hundred  dollars,  part  thereof,  to  be  revested  in  the  aforesaid  house 
and  lands  in  said  Tolland,  to  be  conveyed  to,  and  in  the  name  of  said  Cornelia, 
and  to  be  by  her  held  in  the  same  manner,  and  in  case  of  her  death,  to  descend  to 
her  heirs  in  the  same  manner  as  though  she  had  been  seised  of,  and  had  been  the 
owner  of  said  lands  at  the  time  of  her  intermarriage  with  the  said  Benjamin 
Potwine;  and  to  lay  out  the  remainder  of  the  avails  of  said  lands  in  said  Meriden 
in  the  purchase  of  necessary  household  furniture,  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  said 
Cornelia,  under  the  direction  of  the  Judge  of  Probate  for  the  district  of  Stafford. 

Upon  the  petition  of  Chauncey  Whittlesey  of  Middletown  in  the  County  of 
Middlesex,  Guardian  to  William  Belin  Belaire,  Elizabeth  Belin  Belaire, 
Clarissa  Belin  Belaire,  and  John  Charles  Belin  Belaire  all  of  Montreal  in  Upper 
Canada,  shewing  to  this  Assembly,  that  the  children  to  whom  he  is  Guardian  as 
aforesaid,  are  the  proprietors  by  deed  of  a  piece  of  land  lying  in  said 
Middletown,  containing  about  one  acre  and  a  quarter,  bounded  northerly  on 
land  of  Nehemiah  Hubbard;  easterly  by  the  highway,  and  southerly  on  land  of 
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Samuel  R.  Dickinson  and  William  C.  Redfield;  and  that  it  may  be  doubtful 
\\  nether  some  of  said  children  have  a  legal  estate  in  the  said  land,  and  whether 
their  interest  may  not  have  escheated  to  this  State; 

Praying  this  Assembly  to  release  to  said  children  all  right  which  this  State 
may  have,  if  any,  by  virtue  of  escheat,  to  the  lands  aforesaid,  as  by  petition  on 
file,  dated  10th  May  1817. 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  be  authorized, 
and  he  is  hereby  authorized  to  release  to  the  said  William,  Elizabeth,  Clarissa 
and  John,  all  the  right,  title  and  interest  of  this  State,  accrued  by  virtue  of  any 
escheat,  in  and  to  the  land  aforesaid. 

Upon  the  petition  of  Jasper  Morgan  of  Washington  in  the  State  of  Massa- 
chusetts, as  Guardian  to  Frederick  Avery  and  Charlotte  E.  Avery,  minor 
children  and  heirs  of  Jasper  Avery  late  of  Groton  in  New-London  County,  de- 
ceased, shewing  to  this  Assembly,  that  said  minors  are  seised  in  fee  simple  of 
lands  and  tenements  in  said  Groton,  which  their  said  father  died  seised  of,  and 
which  were  distributed  to  them  respectively,  in  severalty;  and  that  they  also 
own  the  remainder  of  about  forty  two  acres  of  land  in  said  Groton,  as  tenants  in 
common,  subject  to  widow's  dower;  that  the  value  of  the  whole  of  their  interest 
in  said  lands  and  tenements,  is  about  eight  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  to  each  of 
said  minors;  that  the  avails  of  said  property  are  wanted  for  the  support  of  said 
minors,  and  to  advance  said  Elizabeth  [i.e.,  Charlotte]  in  marriage,  and  that  the 
surplus  may,  to  the  profit  of  said  minors,  be  invested  in  real  estate  in  the  State 
of  Ohio,  praying  for  liberty  to  sell  said  lands  and  tenements,  which  are  de- 
scribed as  follows,  viz.  The  tract  distributed  to  said  Frederick,  begins  at  the 
south  west  corner  of  the  dooryard  on  the  highway  opposite  the  southwest 
corner  of  the  late  dwelling-house  of  E.  P.  Avery  late  of  Groton  deceased,  be- 
longing to  the  premises;  thence  north  17°  east  5  rods  5  links;  thence  south  77° 
30'  east  1  rod  20  links;  thence  north  17°  east  5  rods  5  links;  thence  south  77° 
30'  east  1  rod  20  links;  thence  north  8°  east  8  rods  and  three  links  to  the  south 
east  corner  of  the  cow-yard;  thence  north  72°  30'  west  6  rods  20  links  to  a  rock 
with  stones  on  it;  thence  north  15°  30'  east  24  rods  5  links  to  a  heap  of  stones  in 
the  north  wall  of  the  orchard;  thence  north  about  12°  30'  east  and  about  55  rods 
to  a  heap  of  stones  on  the  north  part  of  said  premises;  thence  south  80°  west  14 
rods;  thence  north  81°  west  14  rods;  thence  87°  west  6  rods  19  links;  thence 
north  86°  30'  west  8  rods  15  links,  bounded  on  James  Morgan's  land,  to  a  heap 
of  stones,  the  corner  of  the  wall  being  the  south  east  corner  bound  of  the  daugh- 
ter's right;  thence  nearly  west  about  57  rods  to  a  heap  of  stones  near  a  savern 
tree  on  the  north  side  of  the  highway,  which  is  46  rods  10  links  measuring  on 
the  road  from  Captain  John  Avery's  south  west  corner;  thence  bounding 
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southerly  and  easterly  on  said  highway  to  the  bound  first  mentioned,  being 
about  thirty  acres,  together  with  the  east  half  of  the  dwelling-house  and  all  the 
privileges  therein  not  reserved  to  the  widow,  with  the  privilege  of  passing  and 
repassing  to  and  from  the  same;  with  the  privilege  of  a  door-yard  east  of  the 
house,  also  a  privilege  to  get  water  from  the  well;  also  the  west  half  of  the  barn, 
with  the  privilege  of  passing  to  and  from  the  same. 

The  tract  distributed  to  said  Charlotte,  begins  at  a  heap  of  stones  on  the 
north  side  of  the  highway  near  a  savern  tree,  being  the  west  corner  of  Freder- 
ick's right,  thence  north  53°  30'  west  24  rods;  thence  north  39°  west  14  rods; 
thence  north  11°  west  8  rods  10  links;  thence  north  60°  east  3  rods  18  links  on 
Captain  John  Avery's  land;  thence  south  6°  east  12  rods  14  links  on  Youngs 
Morgan's  land;  thence  north  88°  east  49  rods  4  links  on  said  Morgan's  lands; 
thence  south  13°  west  4  rods;  thence  south  22°  east  9  rods  9  links;  thence  south 
36°  east  5  rods  15  links;  thence  south  23°  30'  west  10  rods;  thence  south  west 
10  rods;  thence  south  4°  east  5  rods  10  links  to  a  heap  of  stones  in  the  corner  of 
the  wall,  being  the  corner  bounds  of  James  Morgan's  land  and  the  southeast 
corner  bound  of  the  daughter's  right;  thence  nearly  west  in  a  straight  line  about 
57  rods  to  the  bound  first  mentioned:  Also  a  small  house  situate  on  the  widow's 
dower  nea[r]ly  northeast  from  the  barn,  about  15  rods,  with  the  privilege  of 
said  house  standing  on  the  widow's  thirds,  and  of  passing  to  and  from  the  same, 
and  the  privilege  of  laying  wood  sufficient  for  said  house,  near  the  door,  and  of 
getting  water  from  the  well,  being  all  the  right  which  said  minors  own  in 
severalty,  which  was  distributed  to  them  of  their  said  father's  estate,  reference 
being  made  to  the  probate  records  of  the  district  of  Stonington  for  a  further  de- 
scription of  said  Frederick's  and  said  Charlotte's  said  lands,  said  last  described 
tract  containing  seventeen  acres  more  or  less. 

Said  remainder  is  all  the  undivided  interest  which  said  minors  have  in  all  the 
lands  in  which  dower  was  distributed  to  the  widow  of  said  Jasper  Avery  de- 
ceased, reference  being  made  to  said  distributors'  return  on  said  Stonington 
district  probate  records,  for  a  description  of  the  premises.  The  quantity  of  lands 
distributed  to  said  widow  being  forty  two  acres,  more  or  less. 

Praying  this  Assembly  to  grant  permission  to  said  petitioner  to  sell  said  minor's 
lands  for  their  benefit,  as  per  petition  on  file,  dated  May  1 3th  A.D.  1817.  The  peti- 
tioner appeared,  and  having  been  heard  with  his  proofs,  this  Assembly  do  find  the 
facts  stated  in  said  petition  to  be  true,  and  grant  the  prayer  of  said  petition; 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  full  power  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  granted 
to  said  Jasper  Morgan  Esquire,  to  sell  said  minors'  said  lands  at  public  or  private 
sale,  under  the  direction  of  the  Court  of  Probate  in  the  district  of  Stonington,  and 
to  execute  on  behalf  of  said  minors  any  deed  or  deeds  proper  to  convey  a  title  to 
the  same,  which  shall  have  full  and  complete  power  and  virtue  in  the  law,  to 


206  public  records  May, 

convey  all  the  title  of  the  said  minors,  in  as  full  and  ample  a  manner  as  though 
they  themselves  were  of  full  age,  and  had  lawfully  conveyed  the  same:  Provided 
however,  that  said  petitioner  shall  first  make  and  deliver  to  the  Judge  of  Probate 
for  the  district  of  Stonington,  a  good  and  valid  bond  with  sufficient  surety  or 
sureties,  to  the  acceptance  of  said  Judge,  in  such  penal  sum  as  said  Judge  shall 
order,  that  the  said  petitioner  will  apply  the  avails  of  the  sale  of  said  lands,  so  far 
as  may  be  necessary,  for  the  support  of  said  minors  respectively,  and  for  the  ad- 
vancement of  said  Charlotte  in  marriage,  if  necessary;  and  that  he  will  invest  the 
surplus  in  other  real  estate  for  the  benefit  of  said  minors  respectively,  and  render 
an  account  to  said  Judge  when  thereto  required,  or  to  said  minors  respectively, 
when  they  shall  have  arrived  to  the  age  of  twenty  one  years. 

Upon  the  petition  of  Ellen  Coon  of  the  City  of  New  York  shewing  to  this  As- 
sembly, that  Samuel  Coon  formerly  of  said  City  of  New- York,  hath  heretofore 
deceased,  leaving  the  petitioner  his  widow,  and  Mary  Coon  an  infant  daughter, 
his  only  child  and  heir  at  law;  that  said  Samuel  in  his  life  time,  was  seised  of  a 
small  farm  lying  in  Hartford.  conta[in]ing  about  thirty  three  acres,  with  a  small 
dwelling-house  and  barn  thereon;  which,  subject  to  a  mortgage  for  about  one 
thousand  dollars,  descended  to  said  Mary,  and  a  right  of  dower  in  said  land,  ac- 
crued to  the  petitioner;  that  administration  on  the  estate  of  said  Samuel  hath 
been  made,  and  that  no  debts  have  appeared  within  the  time  limited,  and  that 
said  Mary  is  wholly  destitute  of  property,  and  has  no  means  of  paying  up  said 
mortgage;  and  that  she  is  of  such  tender  years,  that  she  cannot  provide  for  her 
support,  otherwise  than  by  a  sale  of  her  interest  in  said  farm;  praying  for  liberty 
to  sell  said  estate,  as  by  petition  on  file,  dated  12th  May  1817. 

Resolved,  that  the  said  Ellen  Coon  be  authorized  and  empowered  to  sell  the 
said  real  estate  belonging  to  the  said  Mary  Coon  her  infant  daughter,  under  the 
directions  of  the  Court  of  Probate  for  the  district  of  Hartford,  first  giving  security 
to  the  acceptance  of  the  Judge  of  the  said  Court  of  Probate,  that  the  avails  of  said 
farm  shall  be  laid  out  and  expended  for  the  maintenance,  education  and  advance- 
ment of  said  minor  child;  and  that  she  will  account  with  said  Judge  in  the 
premises  when  required,  or  with  said  minor  when  she  shall  arrive  at  full  age. — 

Upon  the  petition  of  Sarah  D.  Goodwin  of  Middletown  in  the  County  of 
Middlesex,  praying  this  Assembly  to  authorize  her  to  sell  and  dispose  of  a  cer- 
tain lot  of  land  lying  in  Church  Street  in  the  City  of  Middletown,  belonging  to 
Eliza  M.  Goodwin  a  minor  under  the  age  of  twenty  one  years,  containing  half 
an  acre,  bounded  north  on  John  R.  Watkinson's,  east  on  Henry  Paddock,  south 
on  highway  and  west  on  Seth  Paddock's  land;  with  a  dwelling-house  and  barn 
thereon;  and  to  give  good  and  sufficient  title  thereof,  by  deed  to  the  purchaser, 
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with  the  advice  and  approbation,  and  under  the  direction  of  the  court  of  Probate 
for  the  district  of  Middletown,  as  by  said  petition  on  file: — which  said  petition 
has  been  heard,  and  the  matters  therein  stated,  are  found  to  be  true; 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  the  said  Sarah  D.  Goodwin  be,  and  she  is 
hereby  empowered,  with  the  advice  and  approbation,  and  under  the  direction 
of  the  Court  of  Probate  for  the  district  of  Middletown,  to  sell  and  dispose  of  the 
said  described  premises,  the  avails  thereof  to  be  held  by  her  in  trust  for  the  ben- 
efit of  said  minor,  and  be  appropriated  for  her  sole  use;  the  said  Sarah  first 
giving  good  and  sufficient  bonds  to  the  said  court  of  probate,  for  the  faithful  ex- 
ecution of  her  said  trust. — 

Upon  the  petition  of  Gamaliel  Bingham  of  Windham  in  Windham  County, 
shewing  to  this  Assembly,  that  he  is  conservator  to  the  person  and  estate  of  one 
Asa  White  of  said  Windham;  that  said  White  is  indebted  in  the  sum  of  about  seven 
hundred  dollars;  that  he  the  said  White  is  possessed  of  a  farm  in  said  Windham  of 
about  ninety  acres;  that  there  is  no  means  of  paying  said  debts  except  by  the  sale  of 
real  estate;  that  the  whole  of  said  farm  might  be  sold  together  to  good  advantage, 
but  that  sufficient  land  to  pay  said  debts,  could  not  be  sold  without  disadvantages 
to  the  remainder,  and  praying  to  be  empowered  to  sell  the  whole  of  said  farm,  and 
after  paying  said  debts  to  have  the  remainder  secured  to  said  White  for  his  benefit; 
as  per  petition  on  file,  dated  the  15th  day  of  April  A.D.  1817. 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  liberty  be  and  hereby  is  granted  to  the  said 
Gamaliel  Bingham  to  sell  and  dispose  of  said  land  belonging  to  said  White, 
and  the  said  Bingham  is  hereby  empowered  to  make  proper  conveyances  of  the 
same,  he  first  giving  bonds  with  surety  to  the  Judge  of  Probate  for  the  district  of 
Windham,  to  his  acceptance,  to  apply  the  avails  thereof  to  the  payment  of  the 
said  White's  debts,  and  for  his  support  and  benefit. 

Upon  the  petition  of  Daniel  Keigwin  of  Voluntown  and  John  Crandall  of 
Bristol  in  the  County  of  Ontario  and  State  of  New-York,  shewing  to  this  As- 
sembly, that  the  said  Keigwin  is  legal  Guardian  of  John  Crandall  Junior,  and 
the  said  John  Crandall  is  parent  and  natural  Guardian  of  said  John  Crandall 
Junior;  and  that  said  John  Crandall  Junior  is  the  lawful  owner  of  a  certain  tract 
of  land  situate  in  said  Voluntown,  containing  about  seventy  acres;  praying  that 
liberty  may  be  given  to  the  Court  of  Probate  for  the  district  of  Plainfield  to  au- 
thorize the  petitioners  or  some  other  meet  person  to  sell  said  land;  as  by 
petition  on  file,  dated  May  1st  1817. 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  the  Judge  of  the  Court  [of]  Probate  for  the 
district  of  Plainfield  be,  and  he  hereby  is  authorized  to  empower  the  petition- 
ers, or  some  other  person  or  persons  to  sell  and  dispose  of  said  land,  and  to  give 
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good  and  sufficient  conveyances  thereof,  under  such  restrictions  as  said  court 
of  Probate  may  direct. 

Upon  the  petition  of  Comfort  S.  Mygatt,  parent  and  natural  Guardian  to 
George  Mygatt,  a  minor,  and  of  Eli  T.  Boughton,  parent  and  natural  Guardian 
to  George  Boughton,  Julia  Boughton  and  Lucy  Maria  Boughton,  minors, 
shewing  that  said  George  Mygatt  owns  one  undivided  sixth  part,  and  the  said 
George  Boughton,  Julia  and  Lucy  M.  Boughton  own  another  sixth  part  of 
about  thirty  nine  acres  of  land  lying  in  Danbury  in  Fairfield  County,  in  two 
pieces,  one  at  Mack's  Hill,  so  called,  containing  about  seven  acres,  bounded 
southerly  by  Abel  Gregory's  land;  westerly  by  Benjamin  Knapp's  land;  north- 
erly by  Benjamin  Knapp's  land  and  Arr  [?]  Wildman's  land,  and  easterly  by 
highway;  the  other  piece  at  Haystown,  so  called,  containing  about  thirty  two 
acres,  being  the  same  which  said  minors  inherited  from  Lucy  Mygatt  late  of 
said  Danbury,  deceased,  and  bounded  east  by  Russell  Hamlin's  land;  south 
partly  by  Thomas  Wildman  Junior  and  Philo  Wildman's  land,  and  partly  by 
Thomas  Tucker's  land;  West  partly  by  land  of  the  heirs  of  Thomas  Shute,  and 
partly  by  land  of  James  Knapp  and  Zechariah  Griswold,  and  north  by  land  of 
Zechariah  Griswold  and  Comfort  S.  Knapp;  that  the  other  heirs  of  said  lands 
live  in  the  State  of  Ohio  and  wish  to  sell  their  right  thereto;  and  praying  for  lib- 
erty and  authority  to  sell  the  interest  of  said  minors  in  the  premises,  and  vest  the 
avails  thereof  in  other  lands  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  as  per  memorial  on  file,  dated 
the  30th  day  of  September  1816. 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  the  said  Comfort  S.  Mygatt  and  Eh  T. 
Boughton,  and  each  of  them  be,  and  they,  and  each  of  them  are  hereby  autho- 
rized and  empowered  to  sell  and  convey,  under  the  direction  of  the  Court  of 
Probate  for  the  district  of  Danbury,  all  the  right  title  and  interest  of  said  minors 
respectively  in  the  aforesaid  estate;  provided  that  the  person  or  persons  so  selling 
and  conveying  shall  first  give  bond  with  sufficient  surety  to  said  Judge  of  Pro- 
bate, that  the  avails  of  said  estate,  shall  be  revested  in  land  in  the  State  of  Ohio, 
for  the  use  and  benefit  of  said  minors,  according  to  their  respective  interests. 

Upon  the  petition  of  Homer  Sacket  of  Warren  in  the  County  of  Litchfield, 
shewing  to  this  Assembly,  that  he  is  conservator  of  the  person  and  estate  of 
Caverly  Strong  of  said  Warren,  who  is  and  for  several  years  has  been  deranged 
and  a  lunatic;  and  that  said  Strong  is  indebted  to  several  persons,  amounting  to 
the  sum  of  two  hundred  dollars,  which  he  has  not  sufficient  personal  estate  to 
pay;  and  that  said  Strong  is  owner  of  about  sixty  three  acres  of  land  lying  in  the 
southerly  part  of  said  Warren  and  the  northerly  part  of  the  town  of  Washington 
in  said  county;  and  that  said  Strong  has  also  a  lease  of  about  fifty  acres  of  land 
lying  in  said  Warren,  called  the  College  land,  subject  to  an  annual  rent  to  the 
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Corporation  of  Yale-College  of  thirty  seven  dollars  and  that  most  of  said  lands 
have  been  mortgaged  by  said  Strong  to  Reuben  Sacket  in  order  to  secure  the 
payment  of  said  debts  and  said  annual  rent  to  said  corporation,  praying  for  lib- 
erty and  authority  to  sell  all  said  lands,  and  to  appropriate  the  avails  to  the 
payment  of  said  debts  and  rent,  and  for  the  benefit  of  said  Strong,  as  per  peti- 
tion on  file,  dated  the  5th  day  of  May  1817. 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  the  said  Homer  Sacket  be,  and  he  is  hereby 
authorized  and  empowered,  under  the  direction  of  the  County  Court  for  Litch- 
field County,  to  sell  all  the  aforesaid  lands,  and  to  make  good  and  valid  deeds  of 
conveyance  of  the  same;  and  to  receive  the  avails  and  manage  and  dispose  of  the 
same,  and  account  therefor  as  fully,  and  in  the  same  manner  as  he  is  by  law  re- 
quired to  do,  in  regard  to  the  other  personal  estate  or  effects  of  the  said  Strong. — 

Upon  the  petition  of  Martin  Whittlesey  of  Washington  in  the  County  of 
Litchfield,  shewing  to  this  Assembly,  that  he  is  conservator  over  the  person  and 
property  of  Isaac  D.  Camp  who  is  in  a  deranged  state,  non  compos  mentis,  &c. 
and  that  said  Isaac  is  joint  owner  and  tenant  in  common  with  Martin  Camp  of 
sundry  pieces  or  tracts  of  land  lying  in  said  Washington,  which  now  can  be  sold 
to  good  advantage,  and  the  said  Martin  Camp  is  wishing  to  dispose  of  his  share 
in  said  lands,  praying  for  liberty  to  sell  said  Isaac  D.  Camp's  interest  or  share  in 
said  lands,  and  the  petitioner  be  empowered  to  sell  and  dispose  of  the  same, 
and  give  and  execute  legal  conveyances  thereof,  &c.  as  per  petition  on  file, 
dated  May  the  2d  1817. 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  the  said  Martin  Whittlesey  have  liberty,  and 
he  is  hereby  empowered  to  make  sale  of  all  the  lands  and  building  in  the  town 
of  Washington,  county  of  Litchfield  that  belongs  and  is  owned  by  Isaac  D. 
Camp,  under  the  direction  of  the  Judge  of  Probate  for  the  district  of  Litchfield, 
on  condition  that  the  said  Whittlesey  give  bonds  with  surety  or  sureties  to  the 
acceptance  of  said  Judge  for  the  faithful  performance  of  his  trust,  and  that  he 
will  re-invest  the  proceeds  of  said  lands  in  other  real  estate,  or  in  stock,  or  loan 
the  same  on  mortgaged  security,  as  may  be  most  for  the  interest  of  said  Camp; 
and  the  conveyances  by  him  made  of  said  lands  shall  be  good  and  valid  in  law. 

Upon  the  petition  of  John  Gill,  shewing  that  he  was  duly  appointed  collector 
for  the  town  of  North-Haven,  of  the  state  tax  levied  by  the  General  Assembly  at 
their  May  session  A.D.  1816;  that  he  collected  the  same  in  due  season,  but  by 
reason  of  indisposition,  could  not  settle  with  the  Treasurer  in  season  to  entitle 
him  to  the  allowance  of  three  and  half  cents  on  the  dollar  for  collecting  the 
same,  praying  for  said  allowance,  &c.33 


33.  For  this  allowance,  established  in  May  1806,  see  Stat.  Conn.,  1808,  pp.  572-73. 
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Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  the  Treasurer  be,  and  hereby  is  authorized 
and  directed  to  pay  said  John  Gill  the  sum  often  dollars  and  eighty  six  cents, 
being  the  amount  of  said  allowance. — 

Upon  the  petition  of  Asahel  Humphrey  of  Salisbury  in  Litchfield  County, 
shewing  to  this  Assembly,  that  he  was  collector  for  the  town  of  Salisbury  for 
the  amount  of  state  tax  payable  the  20th  day  of  February  1817,  and  that  he  paid 
the  money,  part  of  said  tax  excepting  his  fees  for  commission  and  travel,  by  the 
time  fixed  by  law  for  the  payment  thereof,  but  that  by  mistake  he  neglected  to 
transmit  to  the  state  Treasurer  the  bill  of  abatement  of  one  eighth  part  of  said 
tax  allowed  by  law,  within  the  time  limited  by  law  for  settling  with  the  Trea- 
surer, to  entitle  him  to  his  fees  for  commission  and  travel,  but  has  since 
transmitted  said  bill  of  abatement  to  the  Treasurer,  and  praying  that  he  may  be 
allowed  his  fees  for  commission  and  travel,  as  by  petition  on  file,  dated  the 
16th  day  of  May  1817. 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  the  said  Asahel  Humphrey  be,  and  he 
hereby  is  allowed  his  fees  for  travel  and  commission  in  the  same  manner  as 
though  he  had  settled  said  tax  with  the  Treasurer  within  the  time  limited  by  law 
for  the  settlement  thereof;  and  that  the  Treasurer  be  ordered  and  directed  to 
allow  the  same  to  him  the  said  Asahel,  accounting  to  twenty  dollars  eighty  five 
cents,  and  settle  with  him  accordingly. — 

Upon  the  Memorial  of  Shepard  Wheeler  of  North-Stonington,  shewing  to  this 
Assembly,  that  he  was  collector  of  the  state  tax  for  said  town,  of  one  cent  on  the 
dollar,  payable  into  the  Treasury  of  this  State  on  the  first  day  of  February  1817, 
and  that  by  the  sickness  of  his  wife  whose  life  was  despaired  of  in  the  month  of 
January  and  his  creditors  seized  his  person  and  property,  by  means  whereof  he 
was  prevented  from  paying  said  tax  into  the  Treasury  when  same  became  due, 
and  that  thereby  he  hath  lost  his  collecting  fees  on  said  tax;  and  that  he  hath  since 
paid  the  whole  of  said  tax  into  the  Treasury  of  this  State,  praying  this  Assembly 
to  grant  to  him  the  whole  fees  which  would  have  been  due  to  him,  if  he  had  paid 
said  tax  the  first  day  of  February  1817,  as  per  memorial  on  file; 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  be,  and  he  is 
hereby  ordered  to  pay  to  said  Shepard  Wheeler  the  whole  fees  for  the  collect- 
ing said  tax,  which  would  have  been  due  to  him  for  the  collecting  said  tax,  if  he 
had  paid  the  same  into  the  Treasury  when  the  same  became  payable. 

Upon  the  petition  of  Phinehas  Read  of  Torrington  in  the  County  of  Litch- 
field, shewing  to  this  Assembly,  that  the  petitioner  with  one  Chauncey 
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Humphrey  then  of  said  Torrington,  gave  their  bond  to  the  Treasurer  of  this 
State,  for  the  appearance  of  one  Benoni  Hills  before  the  Honourable  Superiour 
Court  then  next  to  be  holden  at  Hartford  in  and  for  Hartford  County,  to  answer 
before  said  court  for  the  crime  of  Forgery;  and  that  contrary  to  the  mind  and 
will  of  the  petitioner,  said  Hills  did  not  appear  before  said  court  to  answer  to 
said  information,  whereby  said  bond  became  forfeited  to  this  State;  and  that 
the  petitioner  was  induced  by  the  urgent  solicitations  of  said  Humphrey,  and 
that  he  has  since  failed  in  business,  absconded  and  gone  to  parts  unknown;  and 
the  petitioner  has  been  sued  on  said  bond,  and  execution  obtained  against  him 
for  two  hundred  dollars,  and  the  costs  of  suit,  and  that  he  is  now  pressed  with 
the  execution,  and  cannot  meet  the  payment  at  the  time  without  great  inconve- 
nience, praying  this  Assembly  to  allow  the  petitioner  two  years'  time  to  pay  the 
same,  on  giving  his  note  with  good  security,  as  per  petition  on  file,  dated  23d 
day  of  May  1817. 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  be,  and  he  is 
hereby  authorized  and  directed  to  take  a  note  of  the  petitioner  for  the  amount  of 
the  debt  due  the  State,  with  good  security,  payable  within  two  years. — 

Upon  the  petition  of  Joseph  Safford,  shewing  to  this  Assembly,  that  he  became 
bound  for  one  Daniel  Edwards  Junior,  and  praying  for  reasons  therein  set  forth,  to 
be  liberated  from  the  penalty  of  said  bond  as  per  memorial  on  file,  dated  May  2d 
1817:  The  memorialist  having  been  heard  by  his  proofs,  &c.  in  support  of  his  me- 
morial, this  Assembly  find  the  facts  therein  set  forth  to  be  true; 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  upon  the  memorialist's  paying  to  the  Trea- 
surer of  this  State,  thirty  one  dollars  fifty  two  cents,  being  the  amount  of  the 
costs  taxed  on  the  indictment  against  Daniel  Edwards  Junior,  the  Treasurer  be, 
and  he  is  hereby  authorized  and  directed  to  discharge  said  Safford  from  all  fur- 
ther claim  on  account  of  said  bond  or  recognizance;  provided  however,  that 
said  payment  be  made  within  sixty  days  from  the  rising  of  this  Assembly. — 

Upon  the  petition  of  Ely  Begary,  a  prisoner  confined  in  New-gate  pursuant 
to  a  sentence  of  the  Honourable  Superiour  Court  held  at  Tolland  in  February 
1 8 1 5,  for  confinement  in  said  prison  for  two  years,  and  for  the  payment  of  forty 
nine  dollars  thirty  four  cents  costs  of  prosecution,  praying  for  a  release  from 
further  confinement,  as  per  petition  on  file,  dated  May  15th  1817; 

Resolved,  that  upon  the  said  Begary's  executing  his  promissory  note  to  the 
Treasurer  of  this  State  for  so  much  of  said  costs  as  remains  unpaid,  he  the  said 
Begary  be  released  and  discharged  from  further  confinement  in  said  prison. 
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Upon  the  petition  of  James  Flynn  residing  in  the  town  of  Ridgefield  in  this 
State,  shewing  that  he  is  an  alien  by  birth,  and  praying  for  power  to  purchase  and 
hold  real  estate,  as  per  memorial  on  file,  dated  the  3d  day  of  May  A.D.  1817; 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  the  said  James  Flynn  have  licence,  power 
and  authority,  and  the  same  are  hereby  granted  to  him,  to  hold  real  estate  which 
he  has  already  purchased,  or  which  he  may  hereafter  purchase,  and  to  convey, 
devise  and  transmit  by  descent  the  same,  as  effectually  as  though  he  were  a 
native  citizen  of  this  State. 

Upon  the  petition  of  John  Jones  of  the  town  of  Milford  in  the  County  of 
New-Haven,  shewing  that  he  is  an  alien  and  a  native  of  England,  and  that  he  de- 
signs to  make  this  State  his  future  place  of  residence,  and  praying  for  liberty  to 
purchase  and  hold  real  estate  in  the  same; 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  the  said  John  Jones  be,  and  hereby  is  autho- 
rized to  purchase,  hold  and  convey  real  estate  within  the  limits  of  this  State,  and 
the  same  to  transmit  by  descent  to  his  heirs,  or  dispose  of  by  last  will  and  testa- 
ment in  the  same  manner  as  he  would  do  if  he  were  a  native  citizen  thereof. — 

Upon  the  Memorial  of  Antonio  Joza  residing  in  the  town  of  Hartford  in  this 
State,  shewing  that  he  is  an  alien  by  birth,  and  praying  for  power  to  purchase  and 
hold  real  estate,  as  per  memorial  on  file,  dated  the  1 7th  day  of  May  A.D.  1817; 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  the  said  Antonio  Joza  have  licence,  power 
and  authority,  and  the  same  are  hereby  granted  to  him,  to  purchase  and  hold 
real  estate,  and  to  convey,  devise  and  transmit  by  descent  the  same  as  effectu- 
ally as  though  he  were  a  native  citizen  of  this  State. 

Upon  the  petition  of  Robert  Wilson  of  Sharon,  setting  forth  to  this  Assem- 
bly, that  he  was  born  in  Ireland  in  the  Kingdom  of  Great-Britain,  that  he  is 
desirous  of  passing  his  days  in  Connecticut,  and  has  never  been  naturalized 
under  the  law  of  the  United  States,  that  he  has  vested  money  in  lands  in  Sharon, 
praying  the  Legislature  to  authorize  and  empower  him  to  purchase,  hold,  trans- 
mit by  descent,  sell  and  dispose  of  real  estate,  as  any  native  citizen  of  this  State, 
as  per  petition  on  file,  dated  30th  April  1817; 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  said  Robert  Wilson  be,  and  hereby  is  autho- 
rized and  empowered  to  purchase,  hold,  convey,  dispose  of,  devise  and 
transmit  by  descent  any  real  estate  in  any  town  in  this  State,  as  fully  and  effec- 
tually as  though  he  had  been  born  a  native  citizen  of  this  State. — 

Upon  the  petition  of  Thomas  Wood  of  the  town  of  Waterbury  in  the  County 
of  New-Haven,  shewing  that  he  is  an  alien  and  a  native  of  Ireland,  and  that  he 
designs  to  make  this  State  his  future  place  of  residence,  and  praying  to  liberty 
to  purchase  and  hold  real  estate  in  the  same; 
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Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  the  said  Thomas  Wood  be,  and  hereby  is  au- 
thorized to  purchase,  hold  and  convey  real  estate  within  the  limits  of  this  State, 
and  the  same  to  transmit  by  descent  to  his  heirs,  or  dispose  of  by  last  will  and  tes- 
tament, in  the  same  manner  as  he  would  do,  if  he  were  a  native  citizen  thereof. 

Upon  the  petition  of  the  American  Board  of  Commissioners  for  Foreign 
Missions,  shewing  that  they  were  incorporated  by  the  Legislature  of  Massa- 
chusetts in  the  year  1812  for  the  purpose  of  sending  the  Gospel  to  heathen 
nations  and  distributing  the  scriptures  among  them;  that  in  the  prosecution  of 
their  benevolent  designs,  it  has  appeared  desirable  to  furnish  the  means  of 
christian  instruction  to  such  promising  youths  as  have  arrived,  or  may  hereafter 
arrive  in  this  country  from  among  the  heathen,  and  may  be  willing  to  avail 
themselves  of  the  proffered  advantages  with  a  view  to  revisit  their  respective 
countries  and  carry  with  them  the  blessings  of  Christianity  and  civilization;  that 
they  have  therefore  established  a  school  for  the  education  of  such  youths  at 
Cornwall  in  the  County  of  Litchfield,  where  a  number  of  them  are  now  receiv- 
ing the  benefits  of  a  regular  education;  that  it  is  important  to  the  success  of  said 
school  that  said  petitioners  be  empowered  in  their  corporate  capacity  to  pos- 
sess real  estate  so  as  to  furnish  buildings  for  the  accommodation  of  the 
preceptors  and  students,  and  land  for  cultivation,  praying  for  liberty  to  hold 
real  estate,  &c.  as  per  petition  dated  April  28th  1817;34 


34.  The  American  Board  had  been  formed  in  Massachusetts  (see  S.R.,  XVII,  1 19-20,  120n)  as 
part  of  a  rising  movement  to  promote  missionary  work  abroad.  From  the  beginning,  Connecticut 
and  its  leaders  had  been  deeply  involved  in  this  work;  the  organization's  first  meeting  had  been  held 
in  Farmington  in  1810,  former  governor  John  Treadwell  had  served  as  its  first  president,  and 
significant  monetary  contributions  had  been  raised  in  the  state.  At  its  annual  meeting  in  Hartford  in 
September  1816,  the  American  Board  appointed  agents,  including  Treadwell,  Timothy  Dwight,  and 
Lyman  Beecher,  to  carry  out  a  plan  for  a  foreign  mission  school;  by  the  time  of  the  present  action, 
the  agents  had  taken  a  number  of  steps,  including  the  establishment  of  a  constitution  for  the  school 
and  the  appointment  of  a  committee  to  acquire  lands.  Cornwall  citizens  donated  a  building  and 
other  property  and  the  committee  purchased  other  structures  and  lands.  The  present  petition,  signed 
in  Salem,  Mass.,  by  Samuel  Worcester,  the  clerk  of  the  organization's  prudential  committee,  is 
almost  literally  recounted  here.  The  legislators  referred  it  to  a  joint  committee;  both  the  petition  and 
the  committee's  report  noted  that  it  was  crucial  to  purchase  land  "in  order  to  impart  to  [the  students], 
and  through  them  to  their  countrymen,  some  experimental  &  practical  knowledge  of  agriculture." 
The  school,  which  opened  its  doors  in  May  1817,  had  twelve  pupils  during  its  first  year  and  expanded 
to  thirty-two  by  1819;  during  its  existence  it  educated  about  one  hundred  students  from  Hawaii, 
China,  India,  and  Malaya,  as  well  as  American  Indians.  Students  from  the  school  took  part  in  the 
establishment  of  a  Protestant  mission  in  Hawaii,  but  the  school  itself  closed  its  doors  in  1 827  after 
various  local  difficulties  and  after  the  American  Board  received  advice  that  native  missionary 
helpers  should  be  trained  on  their  home  ground.  Archives,  Ecclesiastical  Affairs,  Ser.  2,  VI,  3-4; 
Report  of  the  American  Board  of  Commissioners  for  Foreign  Missions . . .  (Boston,  1817),  pp.  18-19; 
Joseph  Tracy,  History  of  the  American  Board  of  Commissioners  for  Foreign  Missions  (Worcester, 
Mass.,  1840),  pp.  57,  174;  William  E.  Strong,  The  Story  of  the  American  Board:  An  Account  of  the 
First  Hundred  Years  of  the  American  Board  of  Commissioners  for  Foreign  Missions  (Boston,  New 
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Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  said  petitioners  in  their  said  corporate  ca- 
pacity be,  and  hereby  are  authorized  and  empowered  to  hold  lands  in  this  State 
by  purchase,  bequest  or  grant,  to  any  number  of  acres  not  exceeding  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty:  provided  however,  that  in  case  said  lands  or  any  part  thereof 
should  afterwards  by  said  petitioners  be  alienated  by  deed,  lease  or  otherwise, 
the  same  shall  be  liable  to  taxation  in  the  same  manner  as  other  real  estate. 

Upon  the  petition  of  Isaac  Abbott,  praying  this  Assembly  to  indemnify  him 
for  certain  expences  incurred  by  him  as  an  officer  in  the  militia,  as  per  petition 
on  file,  dated  May  7th  1817; 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  there  be  allowed  to  the  said  Isaac  Abbott 
from  the  Treasury  of  this  State,  the  sum  of  forty  seven  dollars  fifty  cents;  and 
the  Controller  is  directed  to  draw  an  order  in  favour  of  Daniel  Church  Junior  as 
agent  of  said  Abbott,  on  the  Treasurer  of  this  State,  for  said  sum. 

Upon  the  petition  of  Darius  Frink  and  others  against  the  Windham  and 
Mansfield  Turnpike  Company,  dated  April  28th  1817,  which  was  duly  served 
upon  the  respondents,  and  returned  to  this  Assembly;35 

Resolved,  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Franklin  travelling  upon  the 
Windham  and  Mansfield  turnpike  road,  and  who  enter  thereon  at  the  white 
house,  so  called,  be  exempted  from  two  third  parts  of  the  toll  at  the  third  toll- 
gate,  and  shall  pay  in  future,  only  one  third  part  of  the  respective  sums  by  law 
established  as  the  rate  of  toll  at  said  Gate. 

Upon  the  petition  of  the  towns  of  Windsor  and  East- Windsor,  against  the 
Hartford  Bridge  Company,  shewing  that  the  right  to  build  the  bridge  at  Hart- 
ford over  Connecticut  River  was  granted  upon  the  express  condition  that  there 
should  be  a  draw  in  the  same;  that  the  grant  was  accepted  by  the  Hartford 
Bridge  Company  with  a  full  understanding  that  such  draw  was  to  be  made  in 
said  bridge,  and  that  sundry  applications  to  remove  the  same  have  been  re- 
jected by  the  General  Assembly;  that  at  the  session  of  the  General  Assembly  in 


York,  and  Chicago,  1910),  pp.  140-45;  Edward  C.  Starr,  A  History  of  Cornwall,  Connecticut:  A 
Typical  New  England  Town  (New  Haven,  1926),  pp.  136-57;  Keller,  Second  Great  Awakening,  pp. 
72,  95-105;  Clifton  Jackson  Phillips,  Protestant  America  and  the  Pagan  World:  The  First  Half 
Century  of  the  American  Board  of  Commissioners  for  Foreign  Missions,  1810-1860  (Cambridge, 
Mass.,  1969),  pp.  91-100. 

35.  The  Windham  and  Mansfield  Turnpike  Company  was  incorporated  in  May  1800:  S.R.,  X, 
78-80, 78-79n.  In  their  petition,  the  inhabitants  asked  for  removal  of  the  toll  gate  in  Franklin  or  some 
other  form  of  relief.  The  House  initially  voted  to  exempt  at  a  three-quarters  rate;  the  Council 
substituted  the  figures  in  the  resolution,  and  the  House  concurred.  Archives,  Travel,  Ser.  2,  XVII,  59. 
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May  last,  in  the  absence  and  during  the  illness  of  the  person  who  had  been  the 
Agent  of  said  towns  relative  to  the  said  draw,  the  General  Assembly  did  autho- 
rize said  Bridge  Company  to  remove,  or  shut  up  the  draw  in  said  Bridge,  during 
the  pleasure  of  the  Assembly;  and  thereby  the  petitioners  are  deprived  of  all 
right  to  pass  th[r]ough  said  draw,  as  by  petition  on  file.  This  petition  having 
been  regularly  served  on  said  Hartford  Bridge  Company,  and  returned  to  this 
Assembly,  the  parties  appeared  and  were  fully  heard;36 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  the  act  or  resolve  of  Assembly  passed  in 
May  last,  authorizing  the  said  Hartford  Bridge  Company  to  discontinue  the 
draw  in  said  Bridge  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  revoked,  and  that  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  Hartford  Bridge  Company  to  keep  a  draw  in  said  Bridge  as  is  pro- 
vided in  the  act  of  Assembly  incorporating  said  Bridge  company. — 

Upon  the  petition  of  Kezia  Parmelee  of  Wallingford  in  New-Haven  County, 
shewing  to  this  Assembly  that  on  the  20th  day  of  January  1816,  she  was  married 
to  Asa  Parmelee  formerly  of  Richmond  in  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachu- 
setts, and  then  resident  in  the  State  of  Rhode-Island;  that  at  the  time  of  said 
marriage,  said  Parmelee  was  the  nephew  of  her  late  husband  Uriah  Collins  late 
of  said  Wallingford,  then  deceased,  being  a  son  of  Leet  Parmelee  who  was  the 
sister  of  said  Uriah  Collins;  that  by  the  laws  of  this  State,  said  marriage  by  reason 
of  the  said  relation,  is  null  and  void,  and  the  petitioner  is  exposed  to  a  criminal 
prosecution  for  the  violation  of  said  laws;  and  that  until  long  since  said  marriage, 
she  had  no  knowledge  of  the  existence  of  any  law  which  rendered  the  same  un- 
lawful; praying  this  Assembly  to  order  and  decree  that  her  said  marriage  with  the 
said  Parmelee  be  null  and  void,  and  that  the  petitioner  may  be  exempted  from  all 
liability  to  prosecution  and  punishment  on  account  of  said  marriage,  as  by  peti- 
tion on  file,  dated  October  9th,  1816.  This  petition  was  preferred  to  the  General 
Assembly  holden  at  New-Haven  on  the  second  Thursday  in  October  last,  and  on 
motion  continued  to  the  present  session,  by  a  resolve  directing  that  notice  of  the 
pendency  thereof  be  given  in  two  news-papers  published  at  New-Haven;  six 
weeks  successively,  at  least  four  months  previous  to  said  session;  and  at  the  pres- 
ent session  the  petitioner  again  appeared,  and  notice  having  been  given 
according  to  said  resolve,  the  respondent  was  three  times  publicly  called  and 


36.  For  the  Assembly's  1816  actions  on  this  matter,  see  above,  pp.  73-74,  73n,  118-19.  The 
petition  summarized  here  was  presented  by  town  agents  Elisha  Gill  and  John  Stoughton,  Jr.  The 
Council  added  the  words  "against  the  Hartford  Bridge  Company"  and  the  sentence  "This 
petition  .  .  .  fully  heard  "  the  House  concurred  in  the  changes.  Archives,  Travel.  Ser.  2.  II,  16-17. 
This  was  not  the  end  of  the  matter;  in  May  1818  the  Assembly  authorized  the  company  to  rebuild 
the  bridge  without  a  draw:  S.R.,  XIX,  72-74,  72n. 
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appeared  not;  and  the  petitioner  having  been  heard,  this  Assembly  find  the  facts 
alledged  in  said  petition  and  above  recited,  true;37 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  the  aforesaid  marriage  of  the  petitioner  with 
said  Asa  Parmelee  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  declared  to  be  null  and  void,  and 
that  the  petitioner  be,  and  she  is  hereby  exempted  from  all  liability  to  prosecution 
and  punishment  on  account  of  said  marriage. — 

Upon  the  memorial  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  North  School  district  in  the  City  of 
Middletown,  shewing  to  this  Assembly,  that  the  votes  and  proceedings  of  the  said 
district  have  at  all  times  been  fairly  recorded  by  some  person  regularly  appointed 
to  act  as  clerk,  and  the  persons  appointed  to  act  as  clerks,  have  not  in  all  instances 
taken  the  oath  prescribed  by  law;  and  that  thereby  the  records  of  the  votes  and  pro- 
ceedings of  said  district  are  in  some  instances  invalid;  whereupon,38 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  all  votes  and  proceedings  of  the  said  school 
district  which  have  been  entered  on  the  books  of  the  school  district,  shall  be 
legal  and  valid  in  the  same  manner  as  though  the  said  votes  and  proceedings 
had  been  recorded  by  a  clerk  legally  appointed  and  sworn,  and  copies  hereafter 
given  of  the  said  votes  and  proceedings  by  a  clerk  duty  [duly]  qualified,  shall 
be  of  the  same  force  and  effect  as  if  the  said  votes  and  proceedings  had  been  re- 
corded by  a  clerk  legally  chosen  and  sworn. 

Upon  the  petition  of  Amaziah  Wright  of  Poughkeepsie  and  State  of 
New  York;39 

Resolved,  that  upon  said  Wright's  paying  or  causing  to  be  paid  or  secured 
by  George  B.  Evertson  of  said  Poughkeepsie  two  thousand  five  hundred  dol- 
lars, to  be  applied  and  indorsed  on  the  bond  of  Judson  Canfield  to  the  school- 
fund  and  all  arrears  of  interest  that  has  or  may  accrue  thereon,  and  his  propor- 
tion of  expence — two  thousand  dollars  thereof  by  the  bond  of  said  Evertson 
secured  by  a  mortgage  on  real  estate  of  double  the  value  of  the  amount  of  said 
bond;  and  the  residue  of  said  sum,  interest  and  expence,  in  money:  and  also 
give  security  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  school-fund,  to 
make  and  keep  up  an  insurance  to  the  amount  of  fifteen  hundred  dollars  on  the 
dwelling-house  in  said  Sharon  lately  owned  and  occupied  by  said  Judson  Can- 
field,  and  by  him  mortgaged  to  the  State  of  Connecticut,  until  a  further 
payment  shall  be  made  on  said  Canfield's  bond  of  two  thousand  one  hundred 
and  fifty  eight  dollars  and  interest  on  that  sum,  by  Benjamin  Wilson  of  said 


37.  For  the  initial  presentation  of  this  petition,  see  above,  p.  138. 

38.  Under  the  basic  title,  a  school  district  had  the  power  "to  choose  a  clerk,  who  shall  be  sworn 
to  make  true  entries,  and  give  copies  of  the  votes  of  the  district."  Stat.  Conn.,  1808,  p.  586. 

39.  For  the  May  1816  resolution  referenced  below,  see  above,  p.  38. 
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Sharon,  agreeable  to  the  requirement  of  the  resolve  of  the  General  Assembly  of 
May  last,  then  and  in  that  case,  the  Treasurer  be,  and  he  hereby  is  directed  to  re- 
lease to  said  Canfield  from  said  mortgage  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  said 
Wright,  two  certain  pieces  of  land  situated  in  said  Sharon,  and  mortgaged  by 
said  Canfield  by  deed  dated  the  6th  day  of  December  1 800,  to  secure  the  pay- 
ment of  said  bond;  one  piece  containing  fifty  nine  acres  and  ten  rods,  the  other 
forty  seven  acres  one  quarter  and  sixteen  rods,  which  lands  are  bounded  and 
described  in  said  mortgage  deed,  as  may  appear  by  a  reference  thereto. 

Upon  the  petition  of  Elijah  Boardman,  &c.  praying  for  a  committee  to  lay 
out  a  road  from  the  centre  of  the  town  of  New-Milford  to  the  line  of  the  State  of 
New- York,  near  the  dwelling-house  of  John  Wanzer,  and  for  the  incorporation 
of  a  Turnpike  company  to  make  said  road  when  established,  as  per  petition  on 
file,  dated  the  26th  day  of  April  1817;40 

Resolved,  that  said  petition  be  continued  to  the  General  Assembly  to  be 
holden  at  New-Haven  in  October  next,  and  that  the  petitioners  cause  notice  of 
the  pendency  of  said  petition  to  be  given  by  publishing  this  resolve  in  a  news- 
paper published  in  the  Borough  of  Bridgeport,  and  in  a  news-paper  published 
in  the  City  of  Hartford,  three  weeks  successively,  at  least  six  weeks  before  the 
session  of  said  Assembly. 

Upon  the  petition  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Derby,  praying  that  they 
may  be  permitted  to  repair  and  keep  in  repair  the  road  between  the  Oxford 
Turnpike  road  and  the  Rimmon  Falls  Turnpike  road,  and  to  make  and  maintain 
the  Bridge  over  Naugatuck  river  at  Humphreysville,  and  to  collect  thereon  a 
reasonable  toll,  as  per  petition  on  file,  dated  the  5th  day  of  May  1817;41 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  the  further  consideration  of  said  petition  be 
continued  to  the  session  of  this  Assembly  to  be  holden  at  New-Haven  on  the 
second  Thursday  of  October  next,  and  that  notice  of  the  pendency  thereof  be 
given  by  publishing  a  copy  of  this  resolve  in  a  newspaper  printed  in  New- 
Haven,  three  weeks  successively,  at  least  six  weeks  before  the  said  session. — 


40.  The  lengthy  petition,  more  fully  summarized  below,  p.  273,  can  be  found  in  Archives, 
Travel,  Ser.  2,  XIV,  52.  The  eventual  outcome  was  the  incorporation  of  the  New  Milford  and 
Sherman  Turnpike  Company  in  May  1818:  S.R.,  XIX,  69-71,  69n. 

41.  This  petition  was  denied  in  October  1818,  after  a  legislative  committee  concluded  that 
Derby  was  not  overburdened  by  the  expense  of  maintaining  roads  and  bridges  and  that  the  Rimmon 
Falls  Turnpike  Company  would  be  adversely  affected  by  the  "Multiplication'"  of  toll  gates. 
Rejected  Bills,  1818-1821,  Box  5,  1818,  folder  5,  docs.  82-88. 
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Upon  the  petition  of  Nicoll  Fosdick,  &c.  praying  for  a  turnpike  road  from 
New-London  on  Groton  Bank,  so  called,  to  the  line  of  the  State  of  Rhode-Island, 
so  as  to  intersect  a  Turnpike  road  now  laid  out  from  the  town  of  Pro[v]idence  to 
the  town  of  Westerly,  as  per  petition  on  file,  dated  the  9th  day  of  April  1817;42 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  the  further  consideration  of  said  petition  be  re- 
ferred to  the  session  of  this  Assembly  to  be  holden  at  New-Haven  on  the  second 
Thursday  of  October  next,  and  that  notice  of  the  pendency  thereof  be  given  by 
publishing  this  resolve  in  the  Connecticut  Gazette  printed  at  New-London,  three 
weeks  successively,  at  least  six  weeks  before  the  session  of  said  Assembly. 

Upon  the  petition  of  the  Chester  and  North  Killingworth  Turnpike  Com- 
pany, praying  for  certain  alterations  in  the  road  from  Chester  to  North 
Killingworth,  as  per  petition  on  file,  dated  the  25th  day  of  April  1817;43 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  the  further  consideration  of  said  petition  be 
continued  to  the  session  of  said  Assembly  to  be  holden  at  New-Haven  in  Octo- 
ber next,  and  that  notice  of  the  pendency  thereof  be  given  by  publishing  this 
resolve  in  the  Middlesex  Gazette,  three  weeks  successively,  at  least  six  weeks 
before  said  October  session. 

Upon  the  petition  of  Seth  Lathrop  and  others,  shewing  to  this  Assembly, 
that  the  road  from  New-Haven  to  Norwich  Landing,  by  the  way  of  Chapman's 
ferry,  is  greatly  out  of  repair,  and  crooked;  that  in  many  places  alterations  in 
said  road  may  be  made  to  great  advantage,  the  distance  much  shortened  and  the 
road  much  improved;  that  a  road  may  be  easily  made  on,  or  near  what  is  known 
by  the  name  of  the  old  State  road  leading  from  New-Haven  to  Norwich  Land- 
ing by  the  way  of  dragon  to,  and  through  dragon,  North-Branford,  North- 
Guilford,  North-Bristol,  North-Killingworth  to  Chapman's  ferry  in  Haddam; 
thence  to  Millington  meeting-house  in  East-Haddam  through  the  south  part  of 
Colchester,  and  through  Bozrah,  near,  or  through  a  part  of  Montville,  to 
Norwich  Landing,  praying  this  Assembly  to  appoint  a  committee  to  go  out,  at 
the  expence  of  the  petitioners,  and  view  the  ground,  and  make  such  alterations 
in  the  road  as  they  may  judge  expedient,  and  make  their  report  to  the  next,  or 
some  future  Assembly,  as  by  petition  on  file,  dated  13th  day  of  April  1816; 
which  petition  came  to  the  General  Assembly  held  at  New-Haven  in  October 
last  by  legal  continuance,  when  and  where  the  parties  were  heard,  and  the 


42.  This  petition  led  to  the  incorporation  of  the  Groton  and  Stonington  Turnpike  Company  in 
October  1818:  S.R.,  XIX,  412-14,  412n.  It  is  more  fully  summarized  below,  pp.  277-78. 

43.  For  the  May  1816  incorporation  of  this  turnpike  company,  see  above,  pp.  42-44,  42n.  The 
full  petition  can  be  found  in  Archives,  Travel,  IX,  29.  For  the  Assembly's  next  action  on  the  matter, 
see  below,  pp.  275-76,  275n. 
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prayer  thereof  granted;  and  Nathaniel  Rosseter,  Moses  Warren  and  Ichabod  L. 
Skinner,  Esquires,  were  appointed  a  committee  for  the  purposes  prayed  for; 
and  it  appearing  to  this  Assembly  that  Ichabod  L.  Skinner  one  of  said  commit- 
tee, has  declined  accepting  the  appointment;44 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  Nathaniel  Rosseter,  Moses  Warren  and 
Shubael  Griswold,  Esquires,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  appointed  a  committee,  at 
the  expence  of  the  petitioners,  to  view  the  aforesaid  route,  and  if  they  judge  expe- 
dient, lay  out  a  road  touching  at  the  points  and  passing  through  the  places 
aforesaid,  except  that  said  committee  in  viewing  and  laying  out  such  road,  shall 
not  be  confined  to  any  one  point  of  entrance  into  New-Haven;  and  to  assess  dam- 
ages to  individuals,  first  giving  due  notice  to  all  concerned  of  the  time  and  place 
of  meeting,  and  entering  upon  the  duties  of  said  appointment;  and  report  make  of 
their  doings  to  the  next  or  some  future  session  of  this  Assembly. 

Upon  the  petition  of  John  Norton  and  others,  praying  that  a  Turnpike  road 
might  be  laid  out  from  Plymouth  through  the  town  of  Wolcott,  to  fall  into  the 
Cheshire  Turnpike  road  in  Cheshire  or  Hamden;  and  that  a  committee  be  ap- 
pointed, at  the  expence  of  the  petitioners,  to  view  the  country  through  which  the 
road  is  proposed  to  be  laid,  and  if  they  shall  judge  it  expedient,  to  lay  out  a  Turn- 
pike road  within  the  limits  before  mentioned,  and  report  make  of  their  doings  in 
the  premises,  to  the  General  Assembly,  together  with  the  number  of  Toil-Gates 
which  the  committee  should  think  proper  to  have  erected  upon  said  road,  and  the 
places  where  they  ought  to  be  erected,  as  per  petition  on  file,  dated  September 
18th  1816.  This  petition  was  continued  from  the  session  of  the  General  Assem- 
bly held  at  New-Haven  in  October  last,  to  the  present  session  with  an  order  of 
notice,  which  order  through  mistake,  hath  not  been  complied  with;45 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  said  petition  be  continued  to  the  session  of 
the  General  Assembly  to  be  held  at  New-Haven  upon  the  second  Thursday  of 
October  next,  and  that  the  petitioners  give  notice  of  the  pendency  of  said  peti- 
tion by  pu[b]lishing  a  copy  of  this  resolution  in  the  Connecticut  Herald,  a 
newspaper  printed  in  New-Haven,  three  weeks  successively,  at  least  six  weeks 
before  the  session  of  said  Assembly. 

Upon  the  petition  of  Obadiah  Platts  and  others,  inhabitants  of  the  towns  of 
Saybrook,  Killingworth  and  Guilford,  shewing  to  this  Assembly,  that  the 
common  travelled  roads  from  Pettipauge  Point  in  said  Saybrook  to  the  north 


44.  For  the  Assembly's  1816  actions  on  this  petition,  see  above,  pp.  75,  75n,  122-23. 

45.  For  the  initial  presentation  of  this  petition,  see  above,  pp.  137-38, 138n;  for  the  Assembly's 
next  action,  see  below,  pp.  280-81,  28 In. 
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Society  in  said  Killingworth,  and  from  thence  to  the  first  Society  in  said 
Guilford,  are  extremely  crooked,  circuitous,  hilly  and  on  bad  ground;  that  a 
good  and  convenient  Turnpike  road  might  be  made  in  a  very  direct  course  and 
on  much  better  and  leveler  ground  than  that  on  which  the  said  old  roads  are,  so 
as  materially  to  shorten  the  distance  from  either  of  those  places  to  the  other; 
that  public  utility  and  individual  interest  require  a  Turnpike  road  to  run  from 
said  Pettipauge  Point  to  the  front  of  the  meeting-house  in  said  Pettipauge,  from 
thence  near  the  Baptist  meeting-house  in  the  western  part  of  said  Pettipauge, 
from  thence  near  to  Messrs.  M.  and  A.  Wilcox's  Woolen  Factory  in  said  North 
Killingworth,  from  thence  to  the  Killingworth  and  Haddam  Turnpike  in  said 
North  Killingworth,  a  little  southerly  of  the  meeting-house,  from  thence  a  little 
northerly  of  Reuben  Stevens'  grist-mill  in  said  North  Killingworth,  from 
thence  between  the  dwelling-houses  of  Jehiel  Munger  and  Pierson  Evarts  in 
said  Guilford,  and  from  thence  to  the  Stage-road  in  said  Guilford  within  one 
fourth  of  a  mile  of  the  dwelling-house  of  Samuel  Chittenden,  the  whole  dis- 
tance being  about  fifteen  miles:  And  praying,  that  a  Turnpike  road  be  laid  out 
and  established  from  said  Pettipauge  Point  to  the  Stage  road  in  said  Guilford, 
near  said  Chittenden's  dwelling-house,  from  place  to  place  as  aforesaid,  and 
that  a  Turnpike  company  be  incorporated  to  purchase,  make  and  maintain  a 
Turnpike  road  as  aforesaid  at  their  own  expence,  and  to  receive  the  profits  and 
incomes  thereof,  as  in  other  cases  of  like  nature;46 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  said  petition  be  continued  to  the  next  ses- 
sion thereof  to  be  holden  at  New-Haven,  within  and  for  said  State,  on  the 
second  Thursday  of  October  A.D.  1817;  and  that  notice  be  given  of  the  pen- 
dency thereof  to  all  concerned,  by  publishing  this  resolve  in  the  Middlesex 
Gazette  printed  in  Middletown,  for  three  weeks  successively,  at  least  six  weeks 
before  the  session  of  said  Assembly. 

Upon  the  petition  of  Benjamin  Reed  and  others,  shewing  to  this  Assembly, 
that  there  is  a  great  and  increasing  line  of  travel  from  the  northeast  part  of  this 
State,  and  from  the  County  of  Hampden  in  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachu- 
setts, which  passes  over  Connecticut  River  at  Springfield  and  Enfield  bridges, 
and  from  the  towns  of  Northampton,  Westfield,  Southwick  and  Granby,  most 
or  nearly  all  of  which  travel,  when  journeying  to  Litchfield,  the  City  of  New- 
York,  or  to  the  new  settlements  in  the  western  country,  have  to  make  a  circu- 
itous route  for  the  purpose  of  getting  on  to  a  level  road,  of  nearly  ten  miles; 
which  ten  miles  of  travel  is  lost  in  the  distance  of  thirty  miles;  that  there  is  very 
feasible  ground  for  a  road  to  accommodate  all  the  above  travel,  by  starting 

46.  The  petition,  dated  April  28,  1817,  led  to  the  incorporation  of  the  Pettipauge  and  Guilford 
Turnpike  Company  in  October  1818;  the  Assembly's  next  action  on  the  matter  was  at  the  October 
1817  session.  Archives,  Travel,  Ser.  2,  XV,  25;  below,  pp.  281,  281n;  S.R.,  XIX,  415-18,  415n. 


1817  OF  CONNECTICUT  221 

from  the  Greenwoods  Turnpike  in  Barkhempstead  near  a  chair  Factory  owned 
by  Mr.  Wood,  thence  northeasterly,  passing  over  the  Bridges  now  erected  over 
the  branches  of  the  Farmington  river,  thence  south  of  the  house  of  Captain 
George  Case  in  Granby,  to  the  store  of  Almanzor  Denslow,  by  Bildad  Kend- 
all's, thence  northeasterly  to  Captain  Alexander  Cossitt's,  thence  in  the  most 
direct  course  to  the  bridge  over  the  east  branch  of  Salmon  Brook,  near  the 
house  of  widow  E.  Colton,  thence  by  the  north  end  of  Manituck  mountain,  near 
the  southeast  part  of  Southwick,  thence  east  of  the  house  of  Richard  Warner  in 
Suffield,  thence  in  a  northeasterly  course  to  a  monument  at  the  southwest 
corner  of  Springfield,  near  the  house  of  Justus  Rising  in  Suffield,  it  being 
nearly  a  direct  course  to  Springfield  bridge; 

Praying  this  Assembly  to  appoint  a  judicious  committee  to  go  out  at  the 
expence  of  the  petitioners,  and  view  the  ground  from  the  points  above  men- 
tioned, with  full  powers  to  survey  and  lay  out  a  road,  if  in  their  opinion,  the 
public  good  requires  it,  and  assess  such  damages  as  individuals  may  sustain 
thereby;  and  that  said  road  be  reported  by  the  committee,  and  be  established  as 
a  Turnpike  road,  and  the  petitioners  with  such  others  as  may  associate  with 
them,  be  incorporated  as  a  Turnpike  company,  with  all  the  rights  and  immuni- 
ties of  other  Turnpike  companies; 47 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  said  petition  be  continued  to  the  General 
Assembly  to  be  holden  at  New-Haven  on  the  second  Thursday  of  October 
1817,  and  that  the  petitioners  give  notice  of  the  pendency  thereof,  by  publish- 
ing this  resolve  in  the  Connecticut  Courant,  printed  at  Hartford  three  weeks 
successively,  at  least  six  weeks  before  the  said  second  Thursday  of  October. — 

Upon  the  petition  of  the  Straits  Turnpike  Company,  against  the  towns  of 
Woodbridge  and  New-Haven,  dated  24th  December  1816;48 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  the  petition  aforesaid  be  continued  to  the 
General  Assembly  to  be  holden  at  New-Haven  on  the  second  Thursday  of  Oc- 
tober next;  and  that  notice  of  the  pendency  thereof  be  published  in  the 
Connecticut  Journal  printed  at  New-Haven,  three  weeks  successively,  at  least 
four  weeks  before  the  said  second  Thursday  of  October. 


47.  The  full  petition,  dated  April  10,  1817,  and  well  summarized  here,  can  be  found  in 
Archives,  Travel,  Ser.  2,  XI,  1.  The  Assembly's  next  action  on  the  matter  was  in  October  1817, 
leading  to  the  incorporation  of  the  Granby  and  Barkhemstead  Turnpike  Company  in  May  1818: 
below,  pp.  299-300,  300n;  S.R.,  XIX,  77-82,  78n. 

48.  This  turnpike  company  was  incorporated  in  October  1797:  S.R.,  IX,  1 14-16.  This  petition 
was  rejected  by  both  legislative  houses  in  October  1817:  Rejected  Bills,  1815-1817,  Box  4,  1817, 
folder  18,  docs.  115-16. 
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Upon  the  petition  of  Abel  Bennett  and  others,  praying  for  certain  alterations 
in  the  rates  of  Toll  to  be  taken  at  the  Bridge  across  the  Ousatonic  River,  called 
and  known  by  the  name  of  Bennett's  Bridge,  as  per  petition  on  file  dated  the 
6th  day  of  May  1817;49 

Resolved  that  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  General  Assembly  to  be  holden 
at  New-Haven  in  October  next;  and  that  the  petitioners  cause  notice  of  the  pen- 
dency of  said  petition  to  be  given  by  publishing  this  resolve  in  a  newspaper 
published  in  the  Borough  of  Bridgeport,  three  weeks  successively,  at  least  six 
weeks  before  the  session  of  said  Assembly. 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  the  Honourable  Matthew  Griswold  and  the 
Overseers  of  the  Mohegan  tribe  of  Indians  be,  and  they  are  hereby  appointed  to 
take  into  consideration  the  representation  of  said  Overseers  made  to  this  As- 
sembly, and  to  report  to  the  General  Assembly  to  be  held  in  October  next, 
whether  any,  and  if  any,  what  provisions  of  law  are  necessary,  in  regard  to  the 
affairs  of  said  tribe,  and  the  management  of  their  concerns. — 50 


49.  For  earlier  grants  to  Bennett  and  his  associates  for  their  bridge,  see  S.R.,  XI,  282-84, 283n, 
and  the  references  there.  The  petition,  which  explained  that  an  increased  toll  was  necessary  to 
finance  repairs,  is  more  fully  summarized  below  (p,  274),  when  the  legislators  granted  the  request  at 
the  October  1817  session.  See  also  Archives,  Travel,  Ser.  2,  III,  5. 

50.  The  Mohegans  were  historically  one  of  the  state's  most  prominent  Indian  groups.  Since  the 
late  eighteenth  century,  Mohegan  lands  centering  on  the  Thames  River  in  New  London  County  had 
been  divided  among  individual  families;  some  lands  were  rented  out  to  white  farmers,  while  other 
parcels  apparently  reverted  to  tribal  or  state  ownership  as  landowning  families  migrated  away  or 
died  out.  Laura  E.  Conkey  et  al.,  "Indians  of  Southern  New  England  and  Long  Island:  Late  Period," 
in  Trigger,  Eastern  Indians,  pp.  181-82;  Guillette,  Indians  in  Connecticut,  "Mohegan  Tribe,"  M  22- 
24.  The  memorial  of  the  overseers  referenced  above,  dated  May  19,  1817,  can  be  found  in  Rejected 
Bills  (1815-1817,  Box  4,  1817,  folder  16,  docs.  81-83)  along  with  other  documentation.  The 
report  of  the  committee  appointed  here,  dated  September  22,  1817,  is  in  the  Archives,  Indians,  Ser. 
2,  I,  81.  In  it,  Griswold  and  Mohegan  overseers  Jeremiah  Brainard  and  William  W.  Haughton 
addressed  issues  outlined  in  the  memorial,  reviewing  the  Mohegans'  declining  numbers,  their  status 
as  a  distinct  group,  long-standing  membership  practices,  rules  of  descent  and  inheritance,  the  state 
of  tribal  lands  and  common  funds,  and  practices  for  handling  cases  of  individual  impoverishment. 
The  committee  recommended  no  general  changes  in  the  law  and  the  Assembly  approved  their 
report  at  the  October  1817  session,  a  tacit  endorsement  of  the  way  in  which  they  were  handling  the 
affairs  of  the  tribe.  However,  the  legislators  did  deal  with  a  set  of  closely-related  matters  in  October 
1818:  see  S.R.,  XIX,  428,  428n.  The  present  resolution  and  other  legislative  actions  in  1817  and 
1818  serve  as  a  reminder  that  although  no  general  laws  were  passed  in  this  period  relating  the  state's 
native  inhabitants,  the  General  Assembly  was  ultimately  responsible  for  Indian  affairs,  both  tribal 
and  individual.  For  a  recent  discussion  of  Connecticut's  Indians  during  the  early  nineteenth  century, 
see  Jill  E.  Martin,  "Invisible  Indians:  The  Connecticut  Academy  Town  Reports,"  in  Bickford  and 
Lamar,  Voices  of  the  New  Republic,  II,  1 17-26. 
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Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  the  Quarter  Master  General  of  the  State,  be 
authorized  and  directed  to  dispose  of  all  the  powder  belonging  to  the  State, 
except  the  fixed  ammunition  and  about  five  hundred  pounds  which  is  con- 
tained in  the  smallest  cask,  either  by  lending  the  same  on  condition  of 
receiving  the  quantity  again  in  new  made  powder,  when  required,  or  by  a  direct 
sale  thereof,  under  the  direction  of  the  Captain  General  of  the  State;  and  to  dis- 
pose of  the  Magazine-building  by  sale,  if  such  sale  can  be  made  at  its  value, 
and  in  the  latter  event,  to  store  the  powder  and  fixed  ammunition  which  may  be 
retained  on  hand,  in  some  powder-house  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Hartford.51 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  there  may  be  contributions  in  the  several  re- 
ligious societies  and  congregations  in  this  State,  on  the  first  Sabbath  in  May 
annually,  and  if  that  day  on  account  of  any  disadvantageous  circumstances, 
should  be  inconvenient,  the  contribution  may  be  on  any  other  sabbath  in  that 
month,  for  the  term  of  three  years;  and  the  ministers  and  clerks  of  such  societ- 
ies or  congregations,  shall  receive  and  pay  over  such  contributions  to  the 
Treasurer  of  the  Missionary  Society  of  Connecticut;  and  the  monies  so  paid 
over  shall  be  appropriated  by  the  Trustees  of  said  Missionary  Society,  to  the 
annual  expenditures  of  said  society  and  not  to  their  permanent  fund,  for  the 
support  of  such  missionaries  as  they  shall  from  time  to  time  employ  in  preach- 
ing the  gospel  in  those  settlements  in  the  United  States,  where  the  ordinances 
of  the  gospel  are  not  established;  and  shall  annually  exhibit  to  the  General  As- 
sembly, and  to  the  Missionary  Society,  an  account  of  the  receipts  and 
expenditures  of  such  contributions:  And  his  Excellency  the  Governour  is  re- 
quested annually  to  issue  his  proclamation  accordingly.52 

Whereas  the  listers  of  the  town  of  Watertown  omitted  by  mistake  to  make 
return  of  the  list  of  said  town,  before  the  first  day  of  April  in  the  year  1817; 


51.  For  the  Hartford  magazine,  see  above,  pp.  76.  76n.  and  the  references  there.  In  a  petition 
dated  May  21,  1817.  Thomas  Belden.  Eliphalet  Terry,  and  other  residents  of  Hartford  stated  that 
citizens  living  near  the  magazine  were  in  danger  if  the  powder  exploded.  A  legislative  committee 
appointed  to  consider  the  matter  declined  to  comment  on  how  great  the  danger  from  the  6.983 
pounds  of  powder  actually  was,  but  acknowledged  that  the  situation  had  caused  anxiety  in  Hartford 
and  opined  "that  keeping  such  a  Quantity  of  Powder  on  hand,  in  time  of  Peace  (being  a  perishable 
article)  would  not  be  for  the  interest  of  the  State."  Archives.  Militia.  Ser.  3.  II.  76-77. 

52.  For  the  Missionary  Society  of  Connecticut  and  its  work  in  the  western  settlements,  see  S.R, 
VII,  488-89n.  The  Assembly's  two  most  recent  authorizations  of  triennial  contributions  can  be 
found  in  S.R.,  XV  199,  199n;  XVII,  1 15,  1 15n. 
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Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  the  Controller  be  directed  to  receive  said 
list,  and  that  the  penalty  incurred  by  said  listers  in  not  making  reasonable 
return  of  said  list,  be  remitted. 

Upon  the  petition  of  Joseph  Bulkley  and  others,  inhabitants  of  the  towns  of 
Wethersfield,  East-Hartford,  Glastenbury,  Hartford,  Middletown  and  Chatham, 
dated  2d  May  1815,  against  the  Union  Company,  setting  forth,  that  said  com- 
pany, in  the  year  1 800,  was  incorporated  by  the  Honourable  Legislature,  for  the 
purpose  of  clearing  the  channel  of  Connecticut  River,  and  removing  obstruc- 
tions to  the  navigation  of  said  River,  that  by  means  of  spiles  and  weares  erected 
by  said  company,  the  bed  of  said  river  is  altered  from  its  natural  course  and 
confined  to  a  narrower  channel,  the  stream  is  made  to  run  with  greater  force 
and  violence  against  the  banks  of  the  river,  by  means  of  which  the  banks  are 
undermined,  and  the  low  lands  on  said  river  are  overflowed  and  the  crops  de- 
stroyed; stating  also,  that  the  navigation  of  said  river  has  not  been  improved  by 
said  company,  nor  any  public  benefit  derived  from  the  works  of  said  company; 
praying  that  the  Legislature  would  revoke  said  charter,  or  restrain  them  from 
erecting  piers  or  hedges  in  said  river,  and  order  and  direct  those  which  are 
erected  to  be  removed;  Whereupon,53 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  Honourable  Timothy  Pitkin,  Jabez  Clark 
and  John  Hall  Esquires,  be,  and  are  hereby  appointed  a  committee  to  view  and 
examine  said  works,  and  to  appoint  time  and  place  for  hearing  the  parties  to 
said  petition,  with  their  evidence  and  exhibits  relative  to  the  facts  stated  in  said 
petition:  And  the  said  commissioners  are  to  give  reasonable  notice  to  said  par- 
ties of  the  time  and  place  of  their  said  meetings,  and  to  make  their  report  to  the 
General  Assembly  in  October  next,  of  the  facts  found  by  said  committee,  to- 
gether with  their  opinion  upon  the  same. — 

Granted  to  His  Excellency  Oliver  Wolcott,  six  hundred  dollars  for  the  first 
half  of  his  salary,  as  Govenour  of  this  State,  the  current  year. 

Granted  to  His  Honour  Jonathan  Ingersoll,  four  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  for 
the  first  half  of  his  salary,  as  Lieut.  Governour  of  this  State,  the  current  year. 

Granted  to  Andrew  Kingsbury  Esquire,  four  hundred  sixteen  dollars  and  sixty 
seven  cents,  for  the  last  half  of  his  salary  as  Treasurer,  the  year  ending  May  1817. 


53.  For  the  1800  incorporation  of  Union  Company,  see  S.R.,  X,  112-16,  112n.  The  lengthy 
petition,  well  summarized  here,  can  be  found  in  Archives,  Trade  and  Maritime  Affairs,  Ser.  2, 1, 40; 
the  Council  replaced  Roger  M.  Sherman  on  the  committee  with  Timothy  Pitkin,  and  the  House 
concurred  in  the  change  (ibid.,  doc.  41).  For  the  Assembly's  next  action  on  the  matter,  see  S.R., 
XIX,97,97n. 
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Granted  to  Elisha  Colt  Esquire,  five  hundred  dollars  for  the  last  half  of  his 
salary  as  Controller,  the  year  ending  May  1817. 

Granted  to  James  Hillhouse  Esquire,  five  hundred  dollars,  for  the  last  half  of 
his  salary  as  Commissioner  of  the  School  Fund  the  year  ending  May  1817. — 

Granted  to  Thomas  Day  Esquire,  Eighty  four  dollars  for  his  salary  as  Secre- 
tary, the  year  ending  May  1817. 

Granted  to  Thomas  Day  Esquire,  three  hundred  dollars  for  his  salary  as  re- 
porter of  the  Judicial  decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Errors  the  year  past. 

Resolved,  that  all  unfinished  business  which  has  been  legally  brought,  and  is 
now  pending  before  this  Assembly,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  continued  to  the 
session  of  the  General  Assembly  to  be  holden  at  New-Haven  in  October  next. 


GOV.  OLIVER  WOLCOTT: 
SPEECH  AT  MAY  1817  SESSION1 

[American  Mercury,  May  20, 1817] 

Gentlemen  of  the  Council, 

Mr.  Speaker,  and 

Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

I  enter  upon  the  duties  of  the  honorable  station  which  has  been  assigned  me, 
with  emotions  which  I  cannot  describe.  After  a  long  absence  from  the  state,  I 
found  myself  on  my  return  almost  a  stranger  in  the  land  of  my  Fathers;  and,  till 
a  recent  period,  I  should  have  deemed  no  event  more  improbable  than  that 
which  has  rendered  it  my  duty  to  address  you  from  this  place. 

You,  Gentlemen,  are  all  witnesses  that  the  publick  suffrages  have  not  been 
influenced  by  my  solicitations  and  exertions;  neither  ought  I  to  attribute  the  in- 
valuable proof  of  the  confidence  of  my  fellow  citizens  which  at  this  time 
demands  my  grateful  acknowledgements,  to  personal  favor.  If,  indeed,  my 
countrymen  have  been  in  some  degree  influenced  in  their  choice,  by  a  favor- 
able estimate  of  the  services  I  have  performed  in  various  stations,  still  it  is  my 
duty  to  acknowledge,  that  those  services  were  commenced  and  continued 
under  the  guidance  of  illustrious  men,  who  were  among  the  founders  of  our 
Nation;  and  that  to  the  wisdom  of  their  precepts,  whatever  has  appeared  most 
meritorious  in  my  conduct,  ought  chiefly  to  be  referred.  It  is  sufficient  honor 
for  me  to  have  obtained  their  confidence  and  approbation.  Disclaiming  all  pre- 
tensions to  a  participation  of  their  glory,  I  cannot  omit  to  express  the  reverence 
I  entertain  for  those  sages,  whom  no  artifices  could  deceive,  no  temptations 
seduce,  no  dangers  intimidate.  Their  names  have  been  already  inscribed  on  the 
imperishable  tablets  of  History,  and  in  now  tendering  my  homage  to  those, 
who,  by  divine  favor,  were  instrumental  in  achieving  our  independence,  and 
establishing  our  Government,  I  presume  that  I  perform  a  duty,  which  will  be  re- 
peated by  every  future  generation  with  increasing  gratitude. 

In  attempting  to  perform  the  duty  of  inviting  your  attention  to  such  subjects, 
as  in  my  judgment  require  the  consideration  of  the  Legislature,  I  am  not  insen- 
sible of  the  peculiar  delicacy  of  my  situation,  arising  not  only  from 
inexperience,  but  from  the  want  of  precise  information  respecting  the  actual 
situation  of  our  public  affairs.  While  I  rely  with  confidence  on  the  wisdom  and 
intelligence  of  those  whom  I  have  the  honor  to  address.  I  entreat  that  the  opin- 
ions I  advance,  may  be  considered  as  the  sincere  convictions  of  my  mind,  declared 


1.  The  context  and  significance  of  this  speech  is  discussed  above,  pp.  xxxi-xxxiv. 
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under  a  deep  sense  of  those  obligations  of  duty  and  gratitude  which  bind  me  to  my 
country.  At  the  same  time  it  is  my  ardent  desire,  that  the  consequences  of  any  mis- 
apprehensions of  the  true  interests  of  our  constituents,  which  I  may  have 
involuntarily  entertained,  may  be  obviated  by  a  rigorous  examination. 

As  the  ancient  system  of  taxation  established  in  this  State,  has  ceased  to  be 
adapted  to  the  circumstances  of  the  people,  I  recommend  that  measures  be 
adopted,  with  a  view  to  a  deliberate,  &  systematical  revision.  To  this  end,  the 
formation  of  statements,  exhibiting  in  detail  the  component  articles  which 
form  the  general  list,  both  in  respect  to  the  State,  and  the  particular  Townships, 
with  accounts  of  the  annual  contributions  of  the  people  for  every  purpose,  dis- 
tinguishing the  permanent  from  the  extraordinary  expenditures,  appear  to  be 
expedient.  In  forming  a  new  system  which  must  effect  every  individual,  it  is 
proper  to  combine  every  resource  of  information,  and  to  possess  data,  by 
which  the  effect  of  every  principle  may  be  fairly  estimated. 

From  sources  of  information  collected  at  different  times,  and  from  continued 
reflections,  my  mind  is  convinced  that  the  effects  of  the  present  system  are  far 
more  injurious  than  can  have  been  generally  supposed;  and  as  illustrations  of  this 
opinion,  I  submit  the  following  observations  to  your  indulgent  consideration. 

In  respect  to  the  Capitation  Tax,  it  may  be  observed  that  an  assessment  of 
sixty  dollars  in  the  general  list,  is  equal  to  that  on  twenty  four  acres  of  the  best 
alluvion  meadow  in  the  counties  of  Hartford  or  Middlesex;  or  to  that  on  forty 
eight  acres  of  the  best  meadow  land  in  any  other  part  of  the  State;  or  to  that  on 
one  hundred  and  seventy  five  acres  of  the  best  wood  or  timbered  land  in  the  vi- 
cinity of  our  navigable  waters;  or  to  that  on  a  first  rate  new  brick  or  stone  house 
containing  twelve  fire  places,  in  either  of  our  cities;  that  deducting,  according 
to  a  moderate  estimate,  the  cost  of  clothing  and  other  necessary  personal  ex- 
penses, the  annual  contributions  of  a  laboring  man  without  property,  are,  on  a 
medium  calculation  for  the  State,  equal  to  one  sixteenth  part  of  his  income. 

Other  taxes,  which  affect  farmers  of  the  middling  condition,  are  not  dissimilar 
in  their  operation.  Their  horses  and  oxen  employed  in  agriculture,  cannot  be  re- 
garded as  more  eligible  objects  of  taxation,  than  ploughs,  harrows,  and  other 
instruments  of  husbandry,  the  tools  of  a  mechanic,  or  the  library  of  a  lawyer,  or 
physician.  Though  all  these  articles  have  an  intrinsic  value,  yet  whenever  they  are 
sold,  they  must  be  immediately  replaced.  Distinctly  considered,  they  are  objects  of 
expense  rather  than  of  profit,  being  merely  aids  to  that  skill  and  industry  by  which 
income  is  accumulated,  and  without  which,  neither  can  be  exerted  with  success. 

The  same  observations  are  applicable  with  equal  force  to  the  produce  of 
dairies,  tillage,  and  the  growth  of  Stock  on  a  farm,  so  far  as  these  increments 
are  required  for  the  support  of  a  family.  The  physical  wants  of  persons  are  so 
equal,  that  with  the  exception  of  persons  reduced  to  absolute  slavery,  the 
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consumption  of  those  articles  which  constitute  the  common  food  of  the  people, 
must  always  be  in  proportion  to  the  number,  rather  than  the  wealth  of  different 
families.  Hence  it  is  has  been  regarded  as  an  axiom  in  Finance,  that  taxes  levied 
on  the  consumption  of  the  necessaries  of  life,  are  nearly  equivalent  to  uniform 
taxes  on  persons  without  reference  to  property. 

Although  the  object  is  of  minor  importance,  yet  the  operation  of  the  assess- 
ment on  fire  places,  is  very  unequal.  In  our  climate,  three  fire  places  are 
occasionally  necessary  to  the  comfortable  accommodation  of  every  family. 
According  to  our  system,  the  tax  is  not  imposed  on  the  building  as  an  index  of 
the  wealth  or  income  of  the  occupant,  but  on  all  fire  places  whether  used  or  not. 
and  with  reference  to  the  condition  of  the  building  as  being  new  or  decayed. 
Hence  it  must  frequently  happen,  that  the  cottage  of  a  man  in  very  moderate 
circumstances,  will  be  subject  to  a  higher  assessment  than  the  ancient,  but 
comfortable  mansion  of  his  opulent  neighbour. 

The  assessment  on  Mills.  Machinery  and  Manufactures:  on  commercial  in- 
vestments: on  the  profits  resulting  from  trades,  professions,  and  employments, 
and  on  monies  loaned  on  interest,  are.  in  my  opinion,  liable  to  the  most  deci- 
sive objections.  Unless  they  are  imposed  according  to  uniform  and  merely 
nominal  rates,  for  the  purpose  of  collecting  statistical  information,  they  are 
necessarily  arbitrary  and  unequal.  So  far  as  they  have  any  operation,  they  tend 
to  depress  talents,  skill,  and  industry:  they  expose  individuals  to  odious  investi- 
gations and  comparisons,  and  serve  to  expel  Capital  from  the  State. 

It  is  an  obvious  policy  of  this  State,  to  limit,  by  all  reasonable  means,  those 
emigrations  which  menace  our  resources.  Fortunately  for  the  people,  this 
object  can  be  attained  by  the  alluring  influences  of  interest  and  affection  only. 
These  may  be  manifested  by  exonerating  industry  and  skill  from  partial  bur- 
dens, and  by  encouraging  the  free  circulation  of  capital  and  credit.  In 
proportion  to  the  improvements  in  the  arts,  and  the  progress  of  civilization,  the 
interests  of  the  community  become  involved.  Our  state  of  society  has  already 
acquired  such  a  degree  of  maturity,  that  Agriculture.  Commerce,  and  the 
Mechanic  Arts,  have  become  mutual  supports  &  dependencies,  which  must 
flourish  or  decay  together.  Each  of  these  interests  are  equally  affected  by  those 
laws  by  which  contracts  are  formed  and  adjusted,  and  to  all.  an  exact  adherence 
to  justice,  as  the  only  basis  of  a  firm  credit,  are  equally  essential.  Owing  to  the 
subdivisions  of  real  property,  the  Farmers,  hitherto  the  most  independent  class 
of  citizens,  cannot  pursue  their  business  to  advantage,  without  a  pecuniary  cap- 
ital, or  an  occasional  resort  to  credit.  Some  estates  are  best  adapted  to  tillage: 
others  for  pasture:  and  in  a  third,  winter  forage  is  most  abundant.  Hence  arises 
the  necessity  for  mutual  credits,  or  the  use  of  capital  which  may  be  fairly  pur- 
chased, but  which  will  retire  from  the  influence  of  lesal  coercion. 
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The  Mechanic  Arts  have  sometimes  been  represented  as  unfavorable  to 
public  morals.  If  instances  can  be  adduced  where  Artizans  have  become  a  de- 
graded class  of  men,  the  causes  of  their  depression  are  to  be  discovered  in 
political  regulations,  which  have  restrained  their  liberty  and  reduced  them  to 
poverty.  The  nature  of  their  employments  manifestly  tends  to  a  different  result. 
It  is  in  the  work-shop,  that  habits  of  order  and  attention  to  the  effects  of  intelli- 
gent design  are  necessarily  cultivated;  and  that  fidelity,  economy,  and  mutual 
co-operation,  are  discovered  to  be  duties  of  indispensable  obligation. 

The  freedom  with  which  I  have  thought  it  my  duty  to  disclose  my  senti- 
ments respecting  the  operation  of  the  existing  system  of  taxation,  upon  the 
interests  of  a  great  proportion  of  our  constituents,  might,  if  my  motives  were 
unexplained,  expose  me  to  the  effects  of  impressions,  which  self  respect  re- 
quires me  to  obviate.  It  is  now  more  than  twenty  years,  since  I  presented  a 
Report  to  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States,  in  which  the  ex- 
hausting effects  of  unequal  systems  of  taxation  in  several  of  the  States, 
especially  in  New  England,  were  distinctly  described.2  The  opinions  then  ex- 
pressed were  not  dissimilar  from  those  now  submitted  to  your  consideration. 
As  the  principles  of  that  report  were  approved  by  Congress,  and  as  the  benefits  of 
the  consequent  system,  in  equalizing  the  public  contributions,  have  since  been 
demonstrated  by  experience,  I  consider  that  I  may  fairly  claim  to  be  exempted 
from  any  suspicion  of  motives  arising  from  my  present  situation  if  I  earnestly 
recommend  a  rule  of  taxation,  which  has  received  the  sanction  of  the  United 
States,  to  which  I  would  add  a  few  objects  of  assessment,  connected  with  our 
local  circumstances,  as  being  best  adapted  to  promote  the  interests  of  the  public. 

There  are,  I  believe,  no  principles  in  which  the  friends  of  civil  liberty  have 
more  generally  concurred,  and  in  respect  to  which  their  opinions  have  been 
more  emphatically  pronounced,  than  that  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Judicial 
Courts,  should  hold  their  offices,  during  good  behaviour,  with  salaries  ade- 
quate to  their  independent  support,  and  that  they  should  never  be  permitted  to 
exercise  the  functions  of  Legislators. 

The  experience  of  every  age  has  demonstrated,  that  no  science  can  be  im- 
proved and  perfected,  unless  its  interests  are  confided  to  the  protection  of  a 
particular  profession.  The  science  of  Law,  as  it  comprehends  a  knowledge  of 


2.  For  Wolcott's  December  1796  report,  as  U.S.  secretary  of  the  treasury,  on  direct  taxation, 
see  American  State  Papers ....  Finance,  1, 414-65;  a  detailed  analysis  of  the  taxation  policies  of  the 
New  England  states,  including  Connecticut,  can  be  found  on  pp.  41 8-25.  Wolcott's  recommendations 
led  to  Congressional  acts  in  July  1798  providing  for  the  valuation  of  lands  and  dwelling  houses  and 
for  apportioning  and  raising  the  direct  federal  tax  of  that  year.  U.S.  Statutes  at  Large,  I,  580-91, 597- 
604.  See  also  W.  Elliot  Brownlee,  Federal  Taxation  in  America:  A  Short  History  (2nd  ed..  Cambridge 
and  New  York,  2004),  esp.  p.  24. 
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the  human  character,  and  the  rights  and  duties  of  individuals,  in  every  situation, 
and  under  every  modification  of  society,  ought  to  be  cherished  with  peculiar  at- 
tention. Though  no  controversies  have  ever  existed  respecting  the  general 
principles  of  moral  and  social  obligation.  Yet  the  regulations  of  every  free  and 
civilized  State,  must  be  numerous,  complicated,  and  artificial,  and  the  knowl- 
edge and  proper  application  of  them,  must  require  faculties  of  the  mind  which 
are  rarely  combined.  Whenever  the  laws  become  fluctuating  and  arbitrary,  they 
cease  to  be  rules  proper  for  the  direction  of  free  citizens;  and  whenever  their 
expositors  are  influenced  in  their  decisions  by  the  veering  gales  of  party  poli- 
tics the  lives,  liberties,  and  property  of  the  people  are  rendered  insecure. 
Moreover,  history  informs  us,  that  disorders  in  the  administration  of  Justice, 
are,  of  all  political  evils,  the  least  susceptible  of  redress. 

Prior  to  the  close  of  the  Revolutionary  War,  the  Judges  of  the  Superior  Court 
were  generally,  if  not  invariably,  designated  from  among  the  members  of  the 
Council.  In  May  1784,  a  Law  was  enacted  by  which  the  office  of  a  Judge  of  the 
Superior  Court  was  declared  to  be  incompatible  with  a  seat  in  the  Legislature,  or 
in  Congress.  It  was,  however,  at  the  same  time  provided,  that  the  Judges  should 
thereafter  hold  their  offices,  during  the  pleasure  of  the  General  Assembly.  The 
separation  of  the  judicial  and  legislative  functions  has  remained  complete,  yet  as 
the  commissions  of  the  Judges  have  been  limited  to  a  single  year,  the  security, 
and  perhaps  dignity  of  their  stations,  have  been  somewhat  impaired.3 

It  is  conceded  that  the  Legislature  of  this  State,  has  hitherto  recognized  the 
principles  which  appear  as  fundamental  articles  in  most  of  the  American 
constitutions,  by  admitting  in  practice,  that  the  Judges  are,  in  equity,  entitled  to 
re-appointments  during  good  behaviour,  or  the  continuance  of  their  ability  to 
discharge  the  duties  of  their  respective  trusts.  Still  there  is  a  manifest  distinc- 
tion between  the  tenure  of  an  office  during  the  pleasure  of  the  General 
Assembly,  and  a  tenure  for  a  single  year.  In  the  one  case,  the  office  is  defeasible 
by  a  majority  of  one  branch  of  the  Legislature,  while  in  the  other,  the  concur- 
rence of  both  branches  is  necessary  to  effect  a  removal. 

As  the  principles  of  the  Act  of  1784,  in  effect,  approximate  to  those  de- 
clared in  the  Constitutions  of  Massachusetts,  and  several  of  the  other  States;  as 
the  sanctuary  of  Justice  cannot  be  rendered  too  secure;  and  especially  as  our 
Bench,  is  at  this  time,  adorned  with  Judges  distinguished  for  learning,  talents, 
and  purity  of  character.  I  presume  that  no  period  more  unexceptionable  than 


3.  For  the  context  of  Wolcott's  observations  on  the  Connecticut  Superior  Court,  see  above,  pp. 
xxxiii,  xli-xlii.  His  allusion  to  the  "restoration"  of  important  privileges  below  refers  to  the  provision 
of  the  1784  act  repealed  in  1794. 
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the  present,  can  be  expected  to  occur,  for  the  restoration  of  provisions  of  the 
highest  importance  to  the  present  generation  and  to  posterity. 

There  are  no  subjects  respecting  which  the  sensibility  of  freemen  is  more 
liable  to  be  excited  to  impatience,  than  in  regard  to  the  rights  of  conscience, 
and  the  freedom  of  suffrage.  So  highly  do  the  people  prize  these  privileges,  that 
they  have  sometimes  ascribed  to  unfriendly  motives  towards  particular  sects 
and  denominations,  such  regulations  as  were  sincerely  intended  to  secure  an 
equality  of  rights  to  every  portion  of  the  community.  Whenever  the  publick 
mind  appears  to  be  considerably  agitated  on  these  subjects,  prudence  requires 
that  the  Legislature  should  review  its  measures,  and  by  reasonable  explana- 
tions or  modifications  of  the  laws,  restore  public  confidence  and  tranquility. 

Happily  for  us,  the  principles  which  must  govern  all  deliberations  on  these 
subjects,  are  neither  abstruse  nor  uncertain.  It  is  the  right  and  duty  of  every 
man,  publicly  and  privately,  to  worship  and  adore  the  supreme  creator  and  pre- 
server of  the  Universe,  in  the  manner  most  agreeable  to  the  dictates  of  his  own 
conscience;  and  no  man  or  body  of  men  have,  or  can  acquire,  by  acts  of 
licentiousness,  impiety,  or  usurpations,  any  right  to  disturb  the  public  peace,  or 
control  others  in  the  exercise  of  their  religious  opinions  or  worship. 

Though  the  Gospel  of  Christ,  like  the  ark  of  God,  does  not  require  the  sup- 
port of  human  strength,  yet  it  is  condusive  to  good  order,  piety,  and  morality, 
that  publick  teachers  of  Religion  should  be  designated,  and  that  Laws  provid- 
ing efficient  remedies  for  enforcing  the  voluntary  contracts  of  the  people  for 
their  support,  should  be  instituted,  and  constantly  maintained. 

In  respect  to  the  most  suitable  mode  of  supporting  the  Ministers  of  Reli- 
gion; there  has  existed  some  diversity  of  opinion  among  different 
denominations  of  Christians.  That  by  fixed  salaries,  has  been,  and  probably 
will  continue  to  be,  most  generally  approved.  In  whatever  mode  the  support  is 
afforded,  the  history  of  the  church  proves,  that  such  has  been  the  attachment  of 
the  people  to  their  pastors,  arising  from  the  veneration  for  their  virtues,  grati- 
tude for  the  consolations  they  afford,  and  the  utility  of  their  influence,  when 
employed  in  promoting  peace  and  concord  in  society,  that  governments  have 
more  frequently  found  it  expedient  to  restrain,  than  to  stimulate  the  public  mu- 
nificence. It  may  also  be  observed,  that  the  great  body  of  the  Clergy,  have 
always  enjoyed  the  highest  degrees  of  esteem,  liberality,  and  influence,  under 
governments  of  a  popular  form,  and  where  the  greatest  equality  of  condition 
has  subsisted  among  the  people. 

In  regard  to  the  manner  in  which  the  right  of  suffrage  ought  to  be  exercised, 
it  may  be  remarked,  that  not  only  the  purity,  but  the  freedom  of  the  elective 
franchise,  according  to  the  dictates  of  private  judgment  appear  to  have  been 
cautiously  secured  by  our  ancient  institutions.  As  every  freeman  is  bound  by  a 
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solemn  oath,  that  he  will  give  his  votes  &  sufferages,  as  in  his  conscience  he 
judges  will  conduce  to  the  best  good  of  the  State,  without  respect  of  persons 
[or]  favour  of  any  man;  as  motives  of  friendship,  personal  favour  and  even  pri- 
vate interest  are,  by  this  obligation,  excluded  from  consideration,  it  was 
inferred  to  be  but  reasonable,  that  the  freemen,  in  forming  their  decisions  with 
reference  to  the  persons  most  suitable  to  fill  offices  of  honour  or  profit,  should 
be  excepted  from  those  conflicts  of  feeling,  which  personal  solicitations,  the 
influence  of  office,  or  collissions  of  opinion,  have  a  tendency  to  excite.  It  must 
have  been  upon  these  principles,  that  the  Law  has  declared  it  to  be  a  penal  of- 
fence, merely  to  offer  to  a  freem[a]n  a  written  vote,  without  being  previously 
solicited.  The  Legislature  will,  in  their  wisdom,  discern  whether  any  well 
founded  complaints  of  the  violation  of  these  principles  have  arisen,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  present  mode  of  exercising  the  right  of  sufferage,  and  in  that 
case,  will  doubtless  apply  the  proper  remedy.4 

It  is  the  policy  of  every  wise  State;  to  consider  well  its  situation  and  re- 
sources, and  by  systematical  arrangements,  to  acquire  and  maintain,  some 
honourable  distinction  among  its  neighbours,  founded  on  a  principle  the  least 
exposed  to  depression.  In  whatever  relates  to  education,  or  the  means  of  un- 
folding and  directing  the  human  faculties,  to  objects  connected  with  the  great 
interests  of  society,  present  and  future,  this  State  has  nothing  to  apprehend 
from  external  competitions  and  rivalships.  It  cannot  be  a  question  whether  all  our 
existing  institutions  ought  to  be  maintained,  but  in  what  degree  and  in  what 
manner  they  can  best  be  invigorated,  extended,  and  directed  to  new  objects  of 
public  utility.  It  is  certain  that  no  fame  can  be  so  durable,  as  that  which  would  arise 
from  the  possession  of  institutions,  for  the  cultivation  of  the  human  intellect  of  ac- 
knowledged pre-eminence;  and  in  proportion  to  our  success  in  obtaining  this 
distinction,  will  be  the  extension  of  an  influence,  more  brilliant  and  useful,  than 
any  which  can  be  derived  from  accumulations  of  wealth  or  territorial  dominion. 

A  general  view  of  the  circumstances  of  the  State,  presents  subjects  for  con- 
sideration which  require  grave,  united,  and  patriotic  councils,  founded  on  a 
just  estimate  of  our  situation.  In  the  salubrity  of  our  climate;  in  the  fertility  of 
our  soil;  in  our  facilities  for  external  and  internal  commerce;  in  the  extent  and 
variety  of  our  industry  and  skill;  and  in  the  intellectual  endowments  and  ener- 
gies of  the  people,  we  may  securely  confide;  but  we  cannot  conceal  the  evidences 
every  where  present,  that  our  wealth  has  diminished;  that  commerce  has  declined; 
that  agriculture  languishes;  and  that  the  factories,  and  mechanic  arts,  from  which  a 
great  proportion  of  the  people  derive  their  support  are  oppressed  by  the  stagnation 
of  markets  and  the  deficiency  of  an  uniform  medium  of  exchange. 


4.  For  a  discussion  of  the  election  laws,  see  above,  pp.  xlvi-xlvii. 
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Some  of  these  embarrassments  are  not  peculiar  to  this  State,  and  are  owing 
to  the  calamitous  and  impoverished  condition  of  other  countries.  The  redress 
of  others,  has,  very  properly  been  confided  to  our  national  councils,  and  from 
the  operation  of  their  measures,  relief  is  gradually  extending  among  the  people. 
Still  much  remains  to  be  accomplished  by  our  collective  and  individual  exertions, 
and  much  may  be  hoped  from  those  sanative  principles  inherent  in  free  govern- 
ments, which  serve  to  apply  the  deficiencies,  or  correct  the  errors  of  legislation. 

An  investigation  of  the  causes  which  produce  the  numerous  emigrations  of 
our  industrious  and  enterprizing  young  men,  is  by  far  the  most  important  sub- 
ject which  can  engage  our  attention.  We  cannot  justly  repine  at  any 
improvement  of  their  condition.  They  are  our  relations  and  friends,  who,  in  the 
honourable  pursuit  of  comfort  and  independence,  encounter  voluntary  toils 
and  privations,  and  the  success  of  their  efforts,  affords  a  most  exhilarating  sub- 
ject for  contemplation.  Still  it  is  certain  that  the  ardour  for  emigration  may  be 
excessive,  and  perhaps  the  time  has  arrived,  when  it  will  be  wise  in  those  who 
meditate  removals,  to  compare  the  value  of  what  they  must  relinquish,  with  what 
they  can  expect  to  acquire;  and  to  reflect,  that  schools,  churches,  roads,  and 
many  other  establishments,  necessary  to  the  comfort,  preservation  and  dignity  of 
Society,  are  appendages  of  real  property  in  old  States;  and  that  in  a  comparative 
estimate,  the  expences  of  forming  these  establishments  anew,  ought  to  be  added 
to  the  first  cost  and  other  charges  incident  to  new  settlements. 

On  our  part  it  is  important  to  consider  whether  every  thing  has  been  done, 
which  is  practicable,  to  render  the  people  contented,  industrious,  and  frugal, 
and  if  causes  are  operating  to  reduce  any  class  of  citizens  to  a  situation,  which 
leaves  them  no  alternative  but  poverty  or  emigration,  in  that  case  to  afford  the 
most  speedy  relief. 

I  hope  to  be  excused,  if  I  express  a  decided  conviction,  that  the  success  of 
the  manufacturing  establishments  of  this  country,  is  connected  with  our  most 
essential  interests.  A  State  which  is  dependant  on  another,  for  cloathing,  arms, 
provisions,  or  the  instruments  by  which  they  must  be  procured,  cannot  be  tran- 
quil, and  must  be  insecure.  I  have  no  doubt  that  our  advantages  and  resources 
for  ensuring  the  complete  success  of  these  establishments,  are  superior  to  those 
of  any  other  people;  and  I  firmly  believe  that  the  embarrassments  under  which 
they  labour,  are  temporary;  and  that  they  will  diminish  under  the  protection  af- 
forded them  by  the  national  government,  and  the  operation  of  powerful  causes, 
which  are  developing  in  their  favour.  Still,  owing  to  the  stagnation  of  commerce 
and  exchange,  the  present  is  an  interesting  crisis;  and  they  now  need  all  the  patron- 
age which  can  be  afforded  them,  by  government,  and  public  opinion.  All  which  I 
venture  to  recommend  at  present  is,  that  until  our  system  of  revenue  can  be  revised 
and  equalized,  that  they  be  exempted  from  assessments,  capitation  taxes,  and 
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services  in  the  militia;  and  that  as  doubts  have  been  excited,  whether  manufactur- 
ing establishments  are  consistent  with  the  general  policy  of  this  State,  that  this 
question  may  be  settled  by  a  resolution,  expressing  the  sense  of  the  Legislature. 
Notwithstanding  every  embarrassment  incident  to  the  present  period,  the 
rise,  progress,  and  actual  condition  of  this  State,  in  connexion  with  the  Ameri- 
can Republic,  affords  just  cause  for  patriotic  exultation.  In  particular,  I  desire 
to  thank  God,  that  my  existence  in  this  life  has  been  allotted,  during  a  period, 
distinguished  by  remarkable  events;  that  I  have  constantly  witnessed  his  pro- 
tecting care  of  our  beloved  country;  that  I  have  seen  the  tree  of  liberty,  the 
emblem  of  our  Independence  and  Union,  while  it  was  a  recumbent  plant,  fos- 
tered by  vigilance,  defended  by  toil,  and  not  unfrequently  watered  with  tears; 
and  that  by  his  favour,  I  now  behold  it  in  the  vigour  of  youthful  maturity,  stand- 
ing protected  from  violation,  by  the  sound  heads,  glowing  hearts,  and  strong 
arms  of  a  new  generation,  elevating  its  majestic  trunk  towards  Heaven;  striking 
its  strong  roots  in  every  direction  through  our  soil;  and  expanding  its  luxuriant 
branches,  over  a  powerful,  united,  and  prosperous  Nation. 

OLIVER  WOLCOTT. 
General  Assembly, 
May  Session,  1817 


At  a  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Connecticut,  holden  at  New- 
Haven  in  said  State,  on  the  second  Thursday  of  October  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventeen,—1 


Present 


His  Excellency,  Oliver  Wolcott  Esquire,  Governour, 

His  Honour,  Jonathan  Ingersoll  Esquire,  Lieutenant  Governour 

The  Honourable  Aaron  Austin  \ 

Jonathan  Brace 
Elizur  Goodrich 
Matthew  Griswold 
Henry  Champion 
Frederick  Wolcott 

Roger  Minot  Sherman       /       Assistants. 
Samuel  William  Johnson 
Noah  B.  Benedict 
William  Perkins 
Asa  Chapman 
Elias  Perkins 


J 


The  Representatives  from  the  several  towns  were,2 

Michael  Olcott,  Jona.  W.  Edwards  from  Hartford 

Andrew  Pratt,  Oliver  Peck  from  Berlin 

Enos  Ives  from  Bristol 

Theodore  Pettibone  from  Burlington 


1.  The  session  ran  from  October  9  through  October  30,  1817:  House  Journal. 

2.  The  editors  of  the  Federalist  Journal  (Oct.  14,  1817)  observed  that  "Toleration  has  a 
majority  in  the  house  which  will  enable  them  to  carry  any  question  which  is  influenced  by  party." 
Historians  have  agreed,  after  analyzing  the  newspaper  accounts,  that  the  reformers  increased  their 
majority  substantially  from  the  May  1817  session,  estimating  that  Republican  and  Tolerationist 
numbers  rose  to  the  mid  or  high  120s  or  more.  Purcell,  Connecticut  in  Transition,  p.  228;  Stamps, 
"Political  Parties,"  p.  242n;  Thomas,  "Politics,"  p.  256;  Brownsword,  "Political  Patterns,"  p.  87. 
The  Republican  Mercury  printed  a  table  in  its  October  14  issue  attempting  to  identify  the  Federalist 
members  of  the  House  individually. 
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James  Humphreys  from  Canton 

Shubael  Griswold,  Benjamin  Lyman  from  East-Hartford 

John  Sloughton  [i.e.,  Stoughton]  Junr.,  Abner  Reed  from  East- Windsor 

Elam  O.  Potter,  William  Dixon  from  Enfield 

John  Mix,  George  Norton  from  Farmington 

Jeremiah  Stocking,  Marvin  Dayton  from  Glastenbury 

Horace  Clark,  Philetus  Cooley  from  Granby 

Childs  Taylor,  Phineas  Coe  from  Hartland 

Roger  Foote  from  Marlborough 

Elisha  Phelps,  Wait  Latimer  from  Simsbury 

Roger  Whittlesey,  Lucas  Curtis  from  Southington 

Martin  Sheldon,  Elisha  Gunn  from  Suffield 

Ezekiel  P.  Belden,  Frederick  Robbins  from  Wethersfield 

David  Grant,  William  Alford  from  Windsor 

William  Bristol,  Thomas  Ward  from  New-Haven 

Jared  Bradley,  Jonathan  Rose  2d  from  Branford 

Samuel  A.  Foote,  John  Miles  from  Cheshire 

John  Humphreys  Junr.  from  Derby 

Eleazer  Hemingway  from  East-Haven 

Samuel  Robinson,  Nathaniel  Griffin  from  Guilford 

Amasa  Bradley  from  Hamden 

Othniel  Ives  from  Meriden 

Philo  Bronson  from  Middlebury 

Benjamin  Bull,  Samuel  B.  Gunn  from  Milford 

Daniel  Pierpont  from  North-Haven 

Jared  Hawley  from  Oxford 

Amos  Johnson  from  Southbury 

Abel  Sanford,  Elkanah  Hall  from  Wallingford 

James  M.  L.  Scovil,  Timothy  Gibbud  from  Waterbury 

Justus  Thomas,  Chauncey  Tolls  from  Woodbridge 

Erastus  Wilton  from  Wolcott 

Henry  Channing,  William  Stockman  from  New-London 

James  Lanman,  Elisha  Tracy  from  Norwich 

Gardner  Avery  from  Bozrah 

Daniel  Watrous,  John  Isham  Junr.  from  Colchester 

Joshua  Tracy  from  Franklin 

Bishop  Tyler  from  Griswold 
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James  Mitchell,  Erastus  Williams  from  Groton 

Frederick  Perkins  from  Lisbon 

Richard  E.  Selden,  Moses  Warren  from  Lyme 

Oliver  Comstock  from  Montville 

Nathan  Pendleton,  Stanton  Hewit  from  North-Stonington 

John  T.  Mott,  John  Brewster  from  Preston 

Jesse  D.  Noyes,  George  Hubbard  from  Stonington 

Jeremiah  Comstock  from  Waterford 

David  Hill,  Gideon  Tomlinson  from  Fairfield 

Phineas  Taylor,  Nathan  Seelye  from  Danbury 

Zera  S.  A.  Peck  from  Brookfield 

Charles  Smith,  Enos  Lockwood  from  Greenwich 

Eli  L.  Hawley,  Hezekiah  Marks  from  Huntington 

Nathan  Seelye  from  New-Canaan 

Jabez  Treadwell  from  New-Fairfield 

James  Bennet,  Lamson  Burch  from  Newtown 

Samuel  B.  Warren,  William  J.  Street  from  Norwalk 

Jonathan  Meeker,  John  R.  Hill  from  Redding 

Gamaliel  Benedict,  Matthew  Keeler  from  Ridgefield 

James  Stevens,  Simeon  H.  Minor  from  Stamford 

David  Plant,  Isaac  Burroughs  from  Stratford 

Jedediah  Graves  from  Sherman 

Ebenezer  Wheeler  from  Trumbull 

Joseph  Bennet,  Eliphalet  Cooley  from  Weston 

Daniel  Church  Junr.  from  Wilton 

John  Baldwin,  Edmund  Badger  from  Windham 

David  Brewster,  Nathan  Howard  from  Ashford 

Shubael  Brown  from  Brooklyn 

Luther  Paine,  Asa  Butts  from  Canterbury 

Frederick  White  from  Columbia 

Joseph  Prentice  from  Hampton 

Andrew  Leavens,  Shubael  Hutchins  from  Killingly 

Stephen  D.  Tilden,  Simeon  M.  Webster  from  Lebanon 

Ebenezer  Martin,  Roger  Waldo  from  Mansfield 

Sessions  Lester,  Philip  Kenyon  from  Plainfield 

Joseph  Scarborough,  William  Osgood  from  Pomfret 

Dixon  Hall  from  Sterling 
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John  Jacobs  Junr.,  Elijah  Nichols  Junr.  from  Thompson 

Minor  Robbins  from  Voluntown 

Elias  Child  2d,  John  McClellan  from  Woodstock 

Jonathan  Buell,  Ephraim  S.  Hall  from  Litchfield 

Samuel  Munson,  Amos  Beecher  from  Barkhemsted 

Nehemiah  Lambert  from  Bethlem 

Seth  Andrews,  Joshua  Cornwall  from  Canaan 

Grove  Pinney,  Lancelot  Phelps  from  Colebrook 

James  Ailing,  Oliver  Burnham  from  Cornwall 

Julius  Beach,  Timothy  Hale  from  Goshen 

William  C.  Abernathy,  Uriah  Hopkins  from  Harwington 

Philo  Mills  from  Kent 

Asa  Goodwin,  Jonathan  Marsh  from  New-Hartford 

Orange  Merwin,  Joel  Sanford  from  New-Milford 

Nathaniel  Stevens,  Augustus  Pettibone  from  Norfolk 

Roderick  Stanley  from  Plymouth 

Elisha  Patterson  from  Roxbury 

Daniel  Johnson,  Abijah  C.  Peet  from  Salisbury 

Oliver  Kellogg,  Thomas  St.  John  from  Sharon 

Lyman  Wetmore,  John  Gillet  Junr.  from  Torrington 

Daniel  B.  Brinsmade,  Constantine  McMahon  from  Washington 

Samuel  Elton  from  Watertown 

Homer  Sackett  from  Warren 

Benjamin  Benedict,  Merrit  Bull  from  Winchester 

Nathaniel  Perry,  Jesse  Minor  from  Woodbury 

Elisha  Coe,  Nathan  Starr  Junr.  from  Middletown 

Joseph  Scovil,  Simon  Shaylor  from  Haddam 

Enoch  Sage,  Benjamin  Hurd  from  Chatham 

Bridgeman  Guernsey,  Asahel  Strong  from  Durham 

Isaac  Spencer  Junr.,  Josiah  Barber  from  East-Haddam 

Benjamin  Hurd,  Jedediah  Harris  from  Killingworth 

Joseph  Hill,  Ambrose  Whittlesey  Junr.  from  Saybrook 

Jonathan  Barnes,  Eliphalet  Young  from  Tolland 

Saul  Alvord  Junr.  from  Bolton 

Elijah  Wright,  Gideon  Hollister  from  Coventry 

Asa  Willey  from  Ellington 


1817  OF  CONNECTICUT  239 

Daniel  Burrows,  John  S.  Peters  from  Hebron 
Joseph  Abbott,  Oliver  Collins  from  Somers 
Benning  Mann,  Gardner  Cady  from  Stafford 
Ingoldsby  W.  Crawford,  Nathaniel  Newell  from  Union 
Lemuel  King  from  Vernon 
Daniel  Glazier,  Reuben  Marcy  from  Wellington 

William  Bristol  Esquire,  Speaker. — 

Gideon  Tomlinson  and  James  Lanman  Esqrs.,  Clerks.3 

To  the  Honourable  General  Assembly,  now  in  session,  The  joint  committee 
appointed  to  receive  and  count  the  votes  of  the  freemen,  returned  to  this  As- 
sembly, for  persons  to  stand  in  Nomination  for  election  as  Assistants,  in  May 
next,  and  to  report  the  twenty  persons  who  shall  have  the  greatest  number  of 
votes,  having  performed  the  duty  assigned  them;  Report,  that  they  find  the  fol- 
lowing twenty  persons  to  have  the  greatest  number  of  votes, 


3.  Although  a  commentator  described  them  as  "apostate  federalists''  all  three  men  were  by 
now  associated  with  the  Tolerationist  movement  and  were  first-time  holders  of  these  positions. 
Bristol  received  126  votes  for  speaker,  with  fifty-five  votes  for  Federalist  Jonathan  W.  Edwards  and 
a  scattering  of  four  for  other  members.  Tomlinson  was  elected  first  clerk  with  114  votes;  fifteen 
went  to  other  reform  candidates.  Edwards  was  the  leading  Federalist  candidate  with  fifty  votes  to 
Asa  Willey's  three.  For  second  clerk  Lanman  received  127  votes  and  Edwards  fifty-five,  with  a 
scattering  to  others.  Mercury,  Oct.  14,  1817;  Journal,  Oct.  14,  1817;  "Letter  from  a  Member," 
Courant,  Nov.  4,  1817. 

Bristol  (1779-1836),  a  1799  graduate  of  Yale  College,  studied  law  with  David  Daggett  and 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1800.  By  1809  he  was  in  the  Republican  camp,  publishing  an  address 
in  defense  of  the  Jefferson  adminstration's  Embargo  Act.  Bristol  had  served  a  term  in  the  Con- 
necticut House  of  Representatives  in  May  1816  and  went  on  to  a  distinguished  career  as  New 
Haven  alderman  and  mayor,  delegate  to  the  1818  Constitutional  Convention,  member  of  the  state 
Senate,  judge  of  the  Superior  Court,  and  U.S.  district  judge.  Tomlinson  (1780-1854),  an  1802 
Yale  graduate,  had  studied  with  Charles  Chauncey  and  had  practiced  law  in  Fairfield  since  1807. 
House  speaker  in  1818,  Tomlinson  later  served  in  the  U.S.  House  of  Representatives  and  suc- 
ceeded Oliver  Wolcott  as  governor  of  Connecticut  in  1827.  Lanman  (1767-1841),  a  1788  Yale 
graduate,  Norwich  lawyer,  and  justice  of  the  peace  for  New  London  County,  later  served  as  an  as- 
sistant, clerk  of  the  Constitutional  Convention,  state  senator,  U.S.  senator,  and  mayor  of  Norwich. 
Dexter,  Yale  Biographies,  IV,  608-9;  V,  321-23,  547-48. 
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viz.4  Jonathan  Brace 

Frederick  Wolcott 

Asa  Chapman 

Elias  Perkins 

Nathan  Smith 

William  Bristol 

Elijah  Boardman 

Moses  Warren 

Eli  Todd 

Sylvester  Wells 

John  S.  Canon 

Enoch  Burrows 

David  Tomlinson 

John  S.  Peters 

David  Hill 

James  Lanman 

Edmond  Freeman 

Peter  Webb 

Joshua  Stow 

Calvin  Willey 
All  which  is  respectfully  submitted; 
Signed  per  order  A.  Chapman 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Isaac  Spencer  2d  Justice  of  the  Peace  and  Quorum, 
within  and  for  the  County  of  Middlesex,  until  the  20th  day  of  June  next. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Paul  Roberts  Junr.  Esquire,  Justice  of  the  Peace 
for  the  County  of  Litchfield,  until  the  20th  day  of  June  next. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Enoch  Perkins  and  Michael  Olcott  Esqrs.  to- 
gether with  the  Controller  of  Public  Accounts,  to  audit  and  adjust  the  accounts 
of  the  Treasurer  of  this  State,  to  the  30th  day  of  April  next,  and  report  make  to 
the  next  General  Assembly. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Nathan  Pendleton  Esquire,  Colonel  of  the  8th  Regi- 
ment of  Militia  in  this  State. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Stephen  Billings  Esqr.  Lieut.  Colonel  of  the  8th 
Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State. 


4.  For  the  significance  of  the  1817  nomination,  see  above,  pp.  xliv-xlv. 
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This  Assembly  do  appoint  Daniel  Carr  Esquire,  Major  of  the  8th  Regiment  of 
Militia  in  this  State. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Seymour  Knapp  Esqr.  Lieut.  Colonel  of  the  12th 
Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Chauncey  Crafts  Esq.  Major  of  the  12th  Regiment 
of  Militia  in  this  State. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Thaddeus  Street  Esqr.  Lieut.  Colonel  of  the  22d 
Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Thaddeus  Street  Esquire,  Colonel  of  the  22d  Regi- 
ment of  Militia  in  this  State. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  James  Brown  Esquire,  Major  of  the  22d  Regiment 
of  Militia  in  this  State. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  James  Brown  Esqr.  Lieut.  Colonel  of  the  22d  Regi- 
ment of  Militia  in  this  State. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Bela  Welton  Esquire,  Major  of  the  22d  Regiment  of 
Militia  in  this  State. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Daniel  F.  Hibbard  Esqr.  Lieut.  Colonel  of  the  23d 
Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  James  White  Esquire,  Major  of  the  23d  Regiment  of 
Militia  in  this  State. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Lyman  Atwater  Esquire,  Major  of  the  1st  Regiment 
of  Horse-Artillery  in  this  State. 

This  Assembly  do  establish  Samuel  Mills  Ensign  of  the  3d  Corny,  in  the  1st 

Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  August  20th  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Joseph  P.  Jones,  Captain  of  the  4th  Corny,  in  the  1st 

Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State,  to  take  rank  from  May  24th  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Anson  Porter,  Lieutenant  of  the  4th  Company  in 

the  1st  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  May  24th  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Eli  Olmsted,  Ensign  of  the  4th  Company  in  the  1st 

Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  May  24th  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Richard  Niles,  Captain  of  the  8th  Company  in  the 

1st  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  September  24th  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Nathaniel  Smith,  Captain  of  the  1st  flank  Corny,  in  the 

2d  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  September  18th  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Nathan  Piatt,  Lieutenant  of  the  1st  flank  Corny,  in  the 

2d  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  September  18th  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  William  Piatt,  Ensign  of  the  1st  flank  Company  in  the 

2d  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  September  18th  1817. 
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This  Assembly  do  establish  Dennis  Kimberly,  Captain  of  the  2d  flank  Corny,  in 

the  2d  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  July  17th  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Stephen  E.  Maltby,  Ensign  of  the  2d  flank  Corny. 

in  the  2d  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  July  17th  1 8 17. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Stephen  E.  Maltby  Lieutenant  of  the  2d  flank  Corny. 

in  the  2d  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  August  26th  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  George  J.  Whiting,  Ensign  of  the  2d  flank  Corny,  in 

the  2d  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  August  26th  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Isaac  Mix,  Captain  of  the  1st  Company  in  the  2d 

Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  October  21st  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Eber  K.  Potter,  Lieutenant  of  the  1st  Company  in  the 

2d  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  October  21st  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Andrew  Beard  Junr.  Captain  of  the  2d  Corny,  in  the 

2d  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  August  22d  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Eliakim  Botsford,  Lieut,  of  the  2d  Corny,  in  the  2d 

Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  August  22d  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  William  Smith  Junr.  Ensign  of  the  2d  Corny,  in  the 

2d  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  August  22d  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Lewis  Reemer,  Captain  of  the  4th  Company  in  the 

2d  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  June  20th  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Joseph  H.  Riggs,  Lieutenant  of  the  4th  Company 

in  the  2d  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  June  20th  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Jared  Johnson,  Ensign  of  the  4th  Company  in  the 

2d  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  June  20th  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Ezekiel  Gilbert,  Lieutenant  of  the  7th  Corny,  in  the 

2d  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  September  1 8th  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Joseph  C.  Sistare,  Lieutenant  of  the  1st  flank  Corny. 

in  the  3d  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  May  27th  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Ebenezer  Prentis,  Ensign  of  the  1st  flank  Corny,  in 

the  3d  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  May  27th  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  John  Prentice,  Captain  of  the  1st  Company  in  the 

3d  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  August  22d  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Ezra  Beckwith,  Lieutenant  of  the  1st  Company  in 

the  3d  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  August  22d  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Absalom  Beckwith  Junr.  Lieut,  of  the  4th  Company 

in  the  3d  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  June  24th  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Charles  W.  Strickland,  Ensign  of  the  4th  Company 

in  the  3d  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  June  24th  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Daniel  Byrne,  Lieutenant  of  the  5th  Company  in 

the  3d  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  July  1st  1817. 
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This  Assembly  do  establish  Lyman  Fergo,  Captain  of  the  8th  Company  in  the 

3d  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  June  27th  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Griswold  Avery  Junr.  Ensign  of  the  8th  Corny,  in 

the  3d  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  June  27th  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Griswold  Avery  Junr.  Lieutenant  of  the  8th  Corny,  in 

the  3d  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  August  22d  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Gurdon  T.  Chappell,  Ensign  of  the  8th  Corny,  in 

the  3d  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  August  22d  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Burr  Meeker,  Captain  of  the  3d  Company  in  the 

4th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  August  25th  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Samuel  T  Morehouse,  Lieut,  of  the  3d  Company  in 

the  4th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  August  25th  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Lyman  Banks,  Ensign  of  the  3d  Company  in  the 

4th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  August  25th  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Henry  Huntington,  Captain  of  the  1st  Company  in  the 

5th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  September  8th  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Jabez  R.  Robinson,  Lieutenant  of  the  1st  Company  in 

the  5th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  September  8th  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Daniel  Tracy,  Captain  of  the  4th  Company  in  the 

5th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  August  12th  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Elihu  P.  Smith,  Lieut,  of  the  4th  Company  in  the 

5th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  August  12th  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  John  Webb,  Ensign  of  the  4th  Company  in  the  5th 

Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  August  12th  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Ira  Adams,  Captain  of  the  5th  Company  in  the  5th 

Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  August  20th  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Benjamin  Delap,  Lieut,  of  the  5th  Company  in  the 

5th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  August  20th  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Isaac  Backus,  Ensign  of  the  5th  Company  in  the 

5th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  August  20th  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  James  Abbot,  Captain  of  the  6th  Company  in  the 

5th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  September  9th  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Daniel  Burnam  Junr.  Lieut,  of  the  6th  Corny,  in  the 

5th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  September  9th  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Samuel  F.  Ringe,  Ensign  of  the  6th  Company  in  the 

5th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  September  9th  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Austin  Robbins,  Captain  of  the  4th  Company  in 

the  6th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  May  30th  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  William  Robbins  Lieut,  of  the  4th  Company  in  the 

6th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  May  30th  1817. 
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This  Assembly  do  establish  William  Butler,  Ensign  of  the  4th  Company  in  the 

6th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  May  30th  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Bela  Coe,  Captain  of  the  6th  Company  in  the  6th 

Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  September  24th  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Jacob  Harris,  Lieutenant  of  the  6th  Company  in  the 

6th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  September  24th  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Elihu  Coe,  Ensign  of  the  6th  Company  in  the  6th 

Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  September  24th  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Benjamin  Doud,  Captain  of  the  1st  Company  in 

the  7th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  June  23d  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Richard  Chalker,  Lieutenant  of  the  1st  Corny,  in 

the  7th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  June  23d  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Giles  Blaque  Junr.  Ensign  of  the  1st  Company  in 

the  7th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  23d  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Timothy  Coe  Junr.  Lieutenant  of  the  4th  Company  in 

the  7th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  August  25th  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Jabez  Bailey,  Ensign  of  the  4th  Company  in  the  7th 

Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  August  25th  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Samuel  Colt,  Captain  of  the  7th  Company  in  the 

7th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  August  6th  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Joseph  Shipman  2d  Lieut,  of  the  7th  Company  in  the 

7th  Regiment  of  the  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  August  6th  18 17. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Gideon  Parker,  Ensign  of  the  7th  Company  in  the 

7th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  August  6th  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Ezra  Daboll,  Captain  of  the  1st  flank  Company  in 

the  8th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  May  27th  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Asa  Park,  Lieutenant  of  the  1st  flank  Company  in 

the  8th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  May  27th  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Jasper  Latham,  Ensign  of  the  1st  flank  Company  in 

the  8th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  May  27th  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Roswell  Allen,  Lieutenant  of  the  5th  Company  in  the 

8th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  September  9th  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Abel  Allyn,  Ensign  of  the  5th  Company  in  the  8th 

Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  September  15th  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Peres  Wheeler,  Lieutenant  of  the  6th  Company  in  the 

8th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  September  1st  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Joshua  Brown  3d  Captain  of  the  7th  Company  in  the 

8th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  August  27th  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Ezra  Hewit,  Lieutenant  of  the  7th  Company  in  the 

8th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  September  4th  1817. 
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This  Assembly  do  establish  Henry  Grant,  Ensign  of  the  7th  Company  in  the  8th 

Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  September  4th  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Asahel  P.  Bailey,  Ensign  of  the  2d  Company  in  the 

9th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  August  29th  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Asa  Benedict,  Captain  of  the  3d  Company  in  the 

9th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  August  29th  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  John  Knapp,  Lieutenant  of  the  3d  Company  in  the 

9th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  August  29th  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Zar  Gregory,  Ensign  of  the  3d  Company  in  the  9th 

Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  August  29th  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  William  Hart,  Captain  of  the  1st  flank  Company  in 

the  10th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  June  13th  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Joel  Parmele  Junr.  Lieutenant  of  the  1st  flank  Corny. 

in  the  10th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  June  13th  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Amos  Seward,  Ensign  of  the  1st  flank  Company  in 

the  10th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  June  13th  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  George  Hart,  Ensign  of  the  1st  flank  Company  in  the 

10th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  September  22d  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  David  Parmele,  Captain  of  the  1st  Company  in  the 

10th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  June  2d  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  George  A.  Foote,  Lieutenant  of  the  1st  Company 

in  the  10th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  June  2d  1 8 1 7. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Nathaniel  R.  Landon,  Ensign  of  the  1st  Company 

in  the  10th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  June  2d  1 8 17. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Jason  Page,  Captain  of  the  6th  Company  in  the  10th 

Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  September  23d  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Abraham  Tourtelot,  Captain  of  the  2d  flank  Corny,  in 

the  1 1  th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  August  1 8th  1 8 1 7. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Joseph  Russel  Junr.  Lieut,  of  the  2d  flank  Corny,  in  the 

1 1th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  August  18th  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  James  Day,  Ensign  of  the  2d  flank  Company  in  the 

1 1th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  August  18th  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Payton  R.  Phipps,  Captain  of  the  6th  Company  in  the 

1 1th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  August  18th  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Silas  Joselin,  Lieutenant  of  the  6th  Company  in  the 

1 1  th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  August  1 8th  1 8 1 7. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Jonathan  Ellis  Junr.  Ensign  of  the  6th  Company  in  the 

1 1th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  August  18th  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Titus  Pierce  Junr.  Ensign  of  the  2d  flank  Corny,  in 

the  1 2th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  June  27th  1817. 
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This  Assembly  do  establish  Harvey  Stoddard,  Captain  of  the  4th  Company  in 

the  12th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  July  3d  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  John  Partree  Junr.  Lieut,  of  the  4th  Company  in  the 

12th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  July  3d  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Titus  Foote,  Ensign  of  the  4th  Company  in  the  12th 

Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  July  3d  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Erastus  Smith,  Captain  of  the  8th  Company  in  the 

1 2th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  September  6th  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Samuel  B.  Davis,  Captain  of  the  3d  flank  Corny,  in  the 

13th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  September  1st  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Chauncey  Reed,  Lieut,  of  the  3d  flank  Corny,  in  the 

1 3th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  September  1  st  1 8 1 7. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Eliphalet  Buel,  Ensign  of  the  3d  flank  Corny,  in  the 

1 3th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  September  1  st  1 8 1 7. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  John  R.  Fuller,  Ensign  of  the  2d  Company  in  the 

1 3th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  September  1  st  1 8 1 7. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Mark  Thomson,  Captain  of  the  1st  flank  Corny,  in  the 

14th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  September  22d  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  John  Thomson  Junr.  Lieut,  of  the  1st  flank  Corny. 

in  the  14th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  September 

22d  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Richard  Cowles,  Ensign  of  the  1st  flank  Corny,  in  the 

14th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  September  22d  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Norman  Winchel,  Ensign  of  the  2d  Company  in  the 

14th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  August  19th  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Abner  Bailey,  Captain  of  the  4th  Company  in  the 

1 4th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  August  1 8th  1 8 1 7. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Leicester  Carrington,  Lieut,  of  the  4th  Company  in  the 

14th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  August  18th  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Theodore  Byington,  Lieut,  of  the  5th  Company  in  the 

1 4th  Regiment  of  the  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  August  26th  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Cromwell  Newell,  Ensign  of  the  5th  Company  in  the 

14th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  August  26th  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Kiah  B.  Fairchild,  Captain  of  the  3d  Company  in  the 

1 5th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  September  1 6th  1 8 1 7. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Wooster  Peck,  Lieutenant  of  the  3d  Company  in  the 

1 5th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  September  1 6th  1 8 1 7. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Oliver  Northrop,  Ensign  of  the  3d  Company  in  the 

15th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  September  16th  1817. 
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This  Assembly  do  establish  Stiles  Wakely,  Lieutenant  of  the  4th  Company  in  the 

1 5th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  September  5th  1 8 1 7. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Lemuel  Beebe,  Ensign  of  the  4th  Company  in  the 

15th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  September  5th  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Ezra  Osborne,  Captain  of  the  6th  Company  in  the 

15th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  September  9th  1 817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Darius  Bristol,  Lieutenant  of  the  6th  Company  in  the 

15th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  September  9th  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Luman  Stevens,  Ensign  of  the  6th  Company  in  the 

15th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  September  9th  1 8 1 7. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Uri  Merwin,  Captain  of  the  2d  flank  Corny,  in  the 

16th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  August  14th  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Anson  Stocking,  Lieut,  of  the  2d  flank  Corny,  in  the 

16th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  August  14th  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Israel  Stoddard,  Ensign  of  the  2d  flank  Corny,  in  the 

16th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  August  14th  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Andrew  Norton  Junr.  Lieut,  of  the  2d  Corny,  in  the 

1 6th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  August  25th  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Levi  Hills,  Ensign  of  the  2d  Company  in  the  16th 

Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  August  25th  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Robert  H.  Austin,  Captain  of  the  3d  Corny,  in  the 

16th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  August  2d  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Luman  Bancroft,  Lieut,  of  the  3d  Company  in  the 

16th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  August  2d  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Eli  Wilson  Junr.  Ensign  of  the  3d  Company  in  the 

16th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  August  2d  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Allen  Clemmons,  Ensign  of  the  2d  flank  Corny,  in  the 

17th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  September  20th  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Samuel  Cobb,  Ensign  of  the  2d  Company  in  the 

1 7th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  August  2 1  st  1 8 1 7. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Joseph  Tilden,  Lieut,  of  the  2d  flank  Company  in  the 

18th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  September  2d  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Timothy  Loomis,  Ensign  of  the  2d  flank 

Company  in  the  18th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from 

September  2d  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Nathaniel  Gilbert,  Lieutenant  of  the  1st  Company  in 

the  1 8th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  August  26th  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Asa  Roath,  Ensign  of  the  1st  Company  in  the  18th 

Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  August  26th  1817. 
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This  Assembly  do  establish  Bazaleel  H.  Buel,  Ensign  of  the  3d  Company  in  the 

18th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  June  24th  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  James  Bailey,  Lieutenant  of  the  4th  Company  in 

the  1 8th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  June  1 6th  1 8 1 7. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Uriah  Ladd,  Ensign  of  the  4th  Company  in  the 

18th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  June  16th  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Park  Avery,  Ensign  of  the  4th  Company  in  the  1 8th 

Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  August  22d  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Joseph  Boardman,  Captain  of  the  5th  Company  in 

the  1 8th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  June  7th  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Bartlet  Holmes,  Lieut,  of  the  5th  Company  in  the 

18th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  July  5th  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Nehemiah  Spencer,  Ensign  of  the  5th  Company  in 

the  1 8th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  July  5th  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Reuben  Bishop,  Captain  of  the  6th  Company  in  the 

1 8th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  September  9th  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Daniel  Gates,  Lieutenant  of  the  6th  Company  in  the 

1 8th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  September  9th  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Alanson  Fuller,  Ensign  of  the  6th  Company  in  the 

18th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  September  9th  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Ephraim  Benjamin,  Captain  of  the  7th  Company  in 

the  1 8th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  May  28th  1 8 1 7. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Joseph  Harvey,  Lieutenant  of  the  7th  Company  in 

the  1 8th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  May  28th  1 8 1 7. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Lorrain  T  Pease,  Captain  of  the  1st  flank  Corny,  in 

the  19th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  July  1st  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Joseph  Ingraham,  Lieut,  of  the  1st  flank  Company 

in  the  1 9th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  July  1  st  1 8 17. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Henry  Thompson,  Ensign  of  the  1  st  flank  Company 

in  the  19th  Regiment  ofMilitia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  July  1st  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Philip  Sage,  Lieutenant  of  the  1st  flank  Company 

in  the  20th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  September 

1st  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Jesse  Hurd  Junr.  Ensign  of  the  1st  flank  Company 

in  the  20th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  September 

1st  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Isaac  Latham,  Ensign  of  the  2d  flank  Company  in 

the  20th  Regiment  ofMilitia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  June  24th  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Mosely  Talcott,  Captain  of  the  4th  Company  in  the 

20th  Regiment  ofMilitia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  June  28th  1817. 
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This  Assembly  do  establish  Ralph  Lord,  Lieutenant  of  the  4th  Company  in  the 

20th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  June  28th  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Asa  Dunham,  Ensign  of  the  4th  Company  in  the 

20th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  June  28th  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Reuben  Watrous,  Ensign  of  the  6th  Company  in  the 

20th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  September  1st  18 17. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Olmsted  Gates,  Captain  of  the  7th  Company  in  the 

20th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  June  24th  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Nathaniel  G.  Cone,  Lieutenant  of  the  7th  Company  in 

the  20th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  June  24th  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Kellogg  Strong,  Ensign  of  the  7th  Company  in  the 

20th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  June  24th  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Anson  Coe,  Ensign  of  the  2d  Company  in  the  21st 

Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  August  21st  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Ira  Beach,  Lieutenant  of  the  6th  Company  in  the 

21st  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  September  6th  18 17. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Abiel  Beach,  Ensign  of  the  6th  Company  in  the  21st 

Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  September  6th  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Samuel  Root,  Lieutenant  of  the  1st  flank  Company 

in  the  22d  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  September 

17th  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Anson  Perry,  Ensign  of  the  1st  flank  Corny,  in  the 

22d  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  September  1 7th  1 8 1 7. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Stephen  Tuttle,  Ensign  of  the  2d  flank  Corny,  in  the 

22d  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  September  17th  1 8 1 7. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  William  Peck,  Lieutenant  of  the  2d  Company  in  the 

22d  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  August  16th  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  John  Foster,  Ensign  of  the  2d  Company  in  the  22d 

Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  August  16th  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Orrin  Hotchkiss,  Ensign  of  the  6th  Company  in  the 

22d  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  August  22d  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Peter  Campbell,  Captain  of  the  1st  flank  Company  in 

the  23d  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  October  6th  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Charles  Harden,  Lieut,  of  the  1st  flank  Company  in 

the  23d  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  October  6th  1 8 1 7. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Charles  Thompson,  Ensign  of  the  1st  flank  Corny,  in 

the  23d  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  October  6th  1 8 1 7. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Philip  Potter,  Captain  of  the  5th  Company  in  the  23d 

Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  September  19th  1817. 
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This  Assembly  do  establish  Asa  Taylor,  Lieutenant  of  the  5th  Company  in  the 

23d  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  September  19th  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Edward  Marcy,  Ensign  of  the  5th  Company  in  the 

23d  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  September  19th  1 817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Armin  Bolles,  Ensign  of  the  7th  Company  in  the 

23d  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  July  12th  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Lockwood  Gray,  Ensign  of  the  1st  flank  Company  in 

the  24th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  October  18th  1817. 

This  Assembly  do  establish  William  Pierce,  Lieutenant  of  the  1st  Company  in 

the  1 3th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  October  3d  1 8 1 7.5 
This  Assembly  do  establish  John  Isham,  Ensign  of  the  1  st  Company  in  the  1 3th 

Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  October  3d  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Joseph  Wright  2d  Captain  of  the  3d  Company  in  the 

14th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  August  19th  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  John  Clark,  Lieutenant  of  the  3d  Company  in  the 

14th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  August  19th  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Benjamin  Slater,  Ensign  of  the  3d  Company  in  the 

14th  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  August  19th  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Harry  Cowles,  Captain  of  the  2d  flank  Company  in 

the  2 1  st  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  June  1 8th  1 8 1 7. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Elisha  Case,  Lieutenant  of  the  2d  flank  Company  in 

the  2 1st  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  June  1 8th  1 8 17. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Pitts  Goodwin,  Ensign  of  the  2d  flank  Company  in 

the  2 1  st  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State ;  to  take  rank  from  June  1 8th  1 8 1 7 . 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Drayton  Jones,  Captain  of  the  4th  Company  in  the 

2 1  st  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  October  1 0th  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Abiel  Case,  Lieutenant  of  the  4th  Company  in  the 

2 1  st  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  October  10th  1 8 1 7. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Freeman  Merrit,  Ensign  of  the  4th  Company  in  the 

2 1  st  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  October  10th  1 8 1 7. 

This  Assembly  do  establish  Bela  Bement,  Captain  of  the  4th  Troop  in  the  1st 
Regiment  of  Cavalry  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  October  10th  1817. 

This  Assembly  do  establish  Jeremy  Bliss,  1st  Lieutenant  of  the  4th  Troop  in  the 
1st  Regiment  of  Cavalry  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  October  10th  1817. 
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This  Assembly  do  establish  Erastus  Gleason,  2d  Lieutenant  of  the  4th  Troop  in  the 

1st  Regiment  of  Cavalry  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  October  10th  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Samuel  Billings  Junr.  Cornet  of  4th  Troop  in  the 

1st  Regiment  of  Cavalry  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  October  10th  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Rufus  Burnham,  Captain  of  the  1st  Troop  in  the  2d 

Regiment  of  Cavalry  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  July  19th  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  John  C.  Howard,  1st  Lieutenant  of  the  1st  Troop  in 

the  2d  Regiment  of  Cavalry  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  July  19th  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Jotham  Burnham,  2d  Lieut,  of  the  1st  Troop  in  the 

2d  Regiment  of  Cavalry  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  July  19th  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Denison  Grant,  Cornet  of  the  1st  Troop  in  the  2d 

Regiment  of  Cavalry  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  July  19th  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Festus  Baldwin,  Captain  of  the  2d  Troop  in  the  2d 

Regiment  of  Cavalry  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  September  24th  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Alfred  Hyde,  1st  Lieutenant  of  the  2d  Troop  in  the 

2d  Regiment  of  Cavalry  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  September  24th  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Walter  Williams,  2d  Lieutenant  of  the  2d  Troop  in  the 

2d  Regiment  of  Cavalry  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  September  24th  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Samuel  Hinkley,  Cornet  of  the  2d  Troop  in  the  2d 

Regiment  of  Cavalry  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  September  24th  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Abiel  Fox,  Cornet  of  the  4th  Troop  in  the  2d  Regi- 
ment of  Cavalry  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  September  24th  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Loring  Bartlet,  1  st  Lieut,  of  the  1  st  Troop  in  the  3d 

Regiment  of  Cavalry  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  August  20th  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Elias  H.  Joslin,  2d  Lieut,  of  the  1st  Troop  in  the  3d 

Regiment  of  Cavalry  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  August  20th  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  William  Burt,  Cornet  of  the  1st  Troop  in  the  3d 

Regiment  of  Cavalry  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  Augus[t]  20th  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Myron  Norton,  Cornet  of  the  2d  Troop  in  the  3d 

Regiment  of  Cavalry  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  August  6th  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Billings  Tisdale,  2d  Lieutenant  of  the  2d  Troop  in  the 

4th  Regiment  of  Cavalry  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  September  29th  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Dennis  Rich,  Cornet  of  the  2d  Troop  in  the  4th 

Regiment  of  Cavalry  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  September  29th  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Isaac  H.  Seeley,  1st  Lieutenant  of  the  2d  Troop  in  the 

5th  Regiment  of  Cavalry  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  October  3d  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Elias  S.  Sanford,  2d  Lieutenant  of  the  2d  Troop  in 

the  5th  Regiment  of  Cavalry  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  October  3d  1 8 1 7. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Ezra  Wood,  Cornet  of  the  2d  Troop  in  the  5th 

Regiment  of  Cavalry  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  October  3d  1817. 


252  public  records  October, 

This  Assembly  do  establish  Hawley  Morehouse,  Captain  of  the  4th  Troop  in  the 

5th  Regiment  of  Cavalry  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  August  23d  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Orrin  Bennet,  1st  Lieutenant  of  the  4th  Troop  in  the 

5th  Regiment  of  Cavalry  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  August  23d  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Shubael  R.  Cushman,  2d  Lieut,  of  the  4th  Troop  in 

the  5th  Regiment  of  Cavalry  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  August  23d  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  John  G.  Noble,  Cornet  of  the  4th  Troop  in  the  5th 

Regiment  of  Cavalry  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  August  23d  1817. 

The  Assembly  do  establish  De  Grasse  Maltby  1  st  Lieut,  of  the  1  st  Company  in 

the  1st  Regiment  of  Horse- Artillery  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  August 

6th  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Joel  Auger,  2d  Lieutenant  of  the  1st  Company  in 

the  1st  Regiment  of  Horse- Artillery  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  August 

6th  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Isaac  Stiles,  3d  Lieutenant  of  the  1st  Company  in 

the  1st  Regiment  of  Horse- Artillery  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  August 

6th  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Philo  Harrison,  4th  Lieutenant  of  the  1  st  Company 

in  the  1st  Regiment  of  Horse- Artillery  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from 

August  6th  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Russel  Linsley,  Cornet  of  the  1st  Company  in  the  1st 

Regiment  of  Horse- Artillery  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  August  6th  1 8 1 7. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Thomas  Hubbard,  2d  Lieut,  of  the  2d  Company  in 

the  1st  Regiment  of  Horse- Artillery  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  August 

6th  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Thaddeus  Cook,  3d  Lieut,  of  the  2d  Company  in 

the  1st  Regiment  of  Horse- Artillery  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  August 

6th  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  John  Field  Junr.  4th  Lieut,  of  the  2d  Company  in 

the  1st  Regiment  of  Horse- Artillery  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  August 

6th  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Watrous  Ives,  Cornet  of  the  2d  Company  in  the  1st 

Regiment  of  Horse- Artillery  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  August  6th  1 8 1 7. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  David  R.  Baldwin,  Captain  of  the  3d  Company  in 

the  1st  Regiment  of  Horse- Artillery  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from 

September  19th  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Enoch  W.  Piatt,  1st  Lieutenant  of  the  3d  Company 

in  the  1st  Regiment  of  Horse- Artillery  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from 

September  19th  1817. 
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This  Assembly  do  establish  Leveret  Treat,  2d  Lieutenant  of  the  3d  Company  in 
the  1st  Regiment  of  Horse- Artillery  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  Septem- 
ber 19th  1817. 

This  Assembly  do  establish  Newton  Baldwin,  3d  Lieut,  of  the  3d  Company  in 
the  1st  Regiment  of  Horse- Artillery  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  Septem- 
ber 19th  1817. 

This  Assembly  do  establish  Elizur  Hotchkiss  Junr.  4th  Lieut,  of  the  3d  Com- 
pany in  the  1st  Regiment  of  Horse- Artillery  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from 
September  19th  1817. 

This  Assembly  do  establish  Leveret  Carrington  Junr.  Cornet  of  the  3d  Corny,  in 
the  1st  Regiment  of  Horse- Artillery  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  Septem- 
ber 19th  1817. 

This  Assembly  do  establish  Julius  Chapman,  Captain  of  the  1st  Company  in  the 
2d  Regiment  of  Horse- Artillery  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  June  9th  1 8 1 7. 

This  Assembly  do  establish  Bela  Robbins,  1st  Lieut,  of  the  1st  Company  in  the 
2d  Regiment  of  Horse- Artillery  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  June  9th  1817. 

This  Assembly  do  establish  Erastus  Jones,  2d  Lieut,  of  the  1  st  Company  in  the 
2d  Regiment  of  Horse- Artillery  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  June  9th  1817. 

This  Assembly  do  establish  Charles  Atwood,  3d  Lieut,  of  the  1st  Company  in  the 
2d  Regiment  of  Horse- Artillery  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  June  9th  1817. 

This  Assembly  do  establish  Oliver  Warner  Junr.  Cornet  of  1st  Company  in  the  2d 
Regiment  of  Horse- Artillery  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  June  9th  1817. 

This  Assembly  do  establish  Jason  W.  Kingsley,  2d  Lieutenant  of  the  2d  Corny, 
in  the  2d  Regiment  of  Horse- Artillery  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  Sep- 
tember 12th  1817. 

This  Assembly  do  establish  Thomas  C.  Coit,  3d  Lieutenant  of  the  2d  Company 
in  the  2d  Regiment  of  Horse-Artillery  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  Sep- 
tember 12th  1817. 

This  Assembly  do  establish  Archibald  T.  Robinson,  4th  Lieut,  of  the  2d  Corny, 
in  the  2d  Regiment  of  Horse- Artillery  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  Sep- 
tember 12th  1817. 

This  Assembly  do  establish  Charles  Kinney,  Cornet  of  the  2d  Company  in  the 
2d  Regiment  of  Horse- Artillery  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  September 
12th  1817. 

This  Assembly  do  establish  William  Greaves,  Captain  of  the  3d  Company  in 
the  2d  Regiment  of  Horse- Artillery  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  Septem- 
ber 26th  1817. 

This  Assembly  do  establish  George  Clark,  1st  Lieutenant  of  the  3d  Company 
in  the  2d  Regiment  of  Horse-Artillery  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from 
September  26th  1817. 
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This  Assembly  do  establish  Bazaleel  J.  Meigs,  2d  Lieutenant  of  the  3d  Corny, 
in  the  2d  Regiment  of  Horse- Artillery  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  Sep- 
tember 26th  1817. 

This  Assembly  do  establish  John  Harris,  Comet  of  the  3d  Company  in  the  2d  Reg- 
iment of  Horse- Artillery  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  September  26th  1817. 

This  Assembly  do  establish  Joseph  Wheeler  Junr.  Captain  of  the  1st  Company 
in  the  3d  Regiment  of  Horse-Artillery  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  Sep- 
tember 10th  1817. 

This  Assembly  do  establish  George  Shelton,  1st  Lieutenant  of  the  1st  Com- 
pany in  the  3d  Regiment  of  Horse- Artillery  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from 
September  10th  1817. 

This  Assembly  do  establish  Joseph  Sherman,  2d  Lieut,  of  the  1st  Company  in 
the  3d  Regiment  of  Horse- Artillery  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  Septem- 
ber 10th  1817. 

This  Assembly  do  establish  Samuel  C.  Curtis,  3d  Lieut,  of  the  1st  Company  in 
the  3d  Regiment  of  Horse- Artillery  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  Septem- 
ber 10th  1817. 

This  Assembly  do  establish  Elisha  Sherman,  4th  Lieut,  of  the  1st  Company  in 
the  3d  Regiment  of  Horse- Artillery  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  Septem- 
ber 10th  1817. 

This  Assembly  do  establish  Youngs  Nichols,  Cornet  of  the  1st  Company  in  the 
3d  Regiment  of  Horse- Artillery  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  September 
10th  1817. 

This  Assembly  do  establish  John  Lathrop,  Captain  of  the  2d  Company  in  the  1st 

Regiment  of  Light  Artillery  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  August  20th  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Avery  Bromley,  1st  Lieut,  of  the  2d  Company  in 

the  1st  Regiment  of  Light  Artillery  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  August 

20th  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Abijah  Thatcher,  2d  Lieut,  of  the  2d  Company  in 

the  1st  Regiment  of  Light  Artillery  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  August 

20th  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Stephen  Hawley,  1st  Lieut,  of  the  5th  Corny,  in  the 

1st  Regiment  of  Light  Artillery  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  September 

20th  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Charles  Foot,  2d  Lieutenant  of  the  5th  Corny,  in 

the  1st  Regiment  of  Light  Artillery  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  Septem- 
ber 20th  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Samuel  Kelsey,  Captain  of  the  9th  Company  in  the  1st 

Regiment  of  Light  Artillery  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  August  4th  1817. 
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This  Assembly  do  establish  Dudley  Clark,  1  st  Lieut,  of  the  9th  Company  in  the  1st 

Regiment  of  Light  Artillery  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  August  4th  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Russel  Gates,  2d  Lieut,  of  the  9th  Company  in  the  1st 

Regiment  of  Light  Artillery  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  August  4th  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Charles  Coit,  Captain  of  the  10th  Company  in  the  1st 

Regiment  of  Light  Artillery  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  October  14th  1 8 1 7. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Charles  Woodward,  1  st  Lieut,  of  the  1 0th  Corny,  in 

the  1st  Regiment  of  Light  Artillery  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  October 

14th  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Moses  T.  Geere,  2d  Lieut,  of  the  10th  Company  in 

the  1st  Regiment  of  Light  Artillery  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  October 

14th  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Daniel  Woodruff,  Captain  of  the  8th  Company  in  the 

2d  Regiment  of  Light  Artillery  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  May  3 1  st  1 8 17. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Richard  Peck,  1st  Lieutenant  of  the  8th  Company 

in  the  2d  Regiment  of  Light  Artillery  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  May 

31st  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Chauncey  Ives,  2d  Lieut,  of  the  8th  Company  in  the 

2d  Regiment  of  Light  Artillery  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  May  31st  1817. 

This  Assembly  do  establish  Justin  Williams,  Captain  of  the  1st  Corny,  in  the 

1st  Regiment  of  Riflemen  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  July  15th  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  George  Ransom,  Lieutenant  of  the  1st  Company  in 

the  1st  Regiment  of  Riflemen  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  July  15th  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Roderick  Chamberlain,  Ensign  of  the  1st  Company  in 

the  1st  Regiment  of  Riflemen  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  July  15th  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Elijah  Woodward,  Lieut,  of  the  4th  Company  in  the 

1st  Regiment  of  Riflemen  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  August  30th  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  John  Ensworth  Junr.  Ensign  of  the  4th  Corny,  in  the 

1st  Regiment  of  Riflemen  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  August  30th  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Dudley  Avery,  Ensign  of  the  7th  Company  in  the 

1st  Regiment  of  Riflemen  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  August  20th  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Joseph  P.  Barret,  Lieut,  of  the  8th  Company  in  the 

1  st  Regiment  of  Riflemen  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  August  26th  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Ralph  James,  Ensign  of  the  8th  Company  in  the  1st 

Regiment  of  Riflemen  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  August  26th  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Elisha  Tyler,  Ensign  of  the  9th  Company  in  the  1st 

Regiment  of  Riflemen  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  September  5th  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  John  Bound,  Captain  of  the  1st  Company  in  the  2d 

Regiment  of  Riflemen  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  September  16th  1817. 
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This  Assembly  do  establish  Luke  C.  Lyman,  Lieutenant  of  the  1st  Company  in  the 

2d  Regiment  of  Riflemen  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  September  1 6th  1 8 1 7. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  John  C.  Pratt,  Ensign  of  the  1  st  Company  in  the  2d 

Regiment  of  Riflemen  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  September  16th  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Jacob  Hubbard,  Lieut,  of  the  4th  Company  in  the 

2d  Regiment  of  Riflemen  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  August  9th  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Hiram  Wallace,  Ensign  of  the  4th  Company  in  the 

2d  Regiment  of  Riflemen  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  August  9th  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Albert  Edwards,  Lieutenant  of  the  5th  Company  in 

the  2d  Regiment  of  Riflemen  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  May  7th  1 8 1 7. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Josiah  Curtiss,  Ensign  of  the  5th  Company  in  the 

2d  Regiment  of  Riflemen  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  May  7th  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Joseph  Wheeler,  Captain  of  the  6th  Company  in  the 

2d  Regiment  of  Riflemen  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  April  1 1th  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Allen  Whiting  2d,  Lieutenant  of  the  6th  Corny,  in 

the  2d  Regiment  ofRiflemen  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  April  11th  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  George  W.  Bolles,  Ensign  of  the  6th  Company  in  the 

2d  Regiment  of  Riflemen  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  April  1 1th  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  David  Stevens,  Captain  of  the  7th  Company  in  the 

2d  Regiment  ofRiflemen  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  August  20th  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Josiah  Jones,  Lieutenant  of  the  7th  Company  in  the 

2d  Regiment  of  Riflemen  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  August  20th  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Zina  Jones,  Ensign  of  the  7th  Company  in  the  2d 

Regiment  of  Riflemen  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  August  20th  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Alvan  North,  Captain  of  the  9th  Company  in  the  2d 

Regiment  ofRiflemen  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  Septr.  16th  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  David  S.  Strong,  Lieut,  of  the  9th  Company  in  the 

2d  Regiment  ofRiflemen  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  Septr.  16th  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Samuel  Patten,  Ensign  of  the  9th  Corny,  in  the  2d 

Regiment  ofRiflemen  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  Septr.  16th  1817. 

This  Assembly  do  establish  Ezekiel  Hotchkiss,  Captain  of  the  2d  Company  of 

Governour's  Foot  Guards  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  October  17th  1817. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  William  B .  Wallace,  1  st  Lieut,  of  the  2d  Company  of 

Governour's  Foot  Guards  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  October  17th  1 8 17. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  William  C.  Atwater,  2d  Lieut,  of  the  2d  Company  of 

Governour's  Foot  Guards  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  October  1 7th  1 8 1 7. 
This  Assembly  do  establish  Daniel  Brown  2d  3d  Lieut,  of  the  2d  Company  of 

Governour's  Foot  Guards  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  October  1 7th  1817. 
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This  Assembly  do  establish  Silas  Ford,  4th  Lieut,  of  the  2d  Company  of 
Governour's  Foot  Guards  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  October  1 7th  1817. 

This  Assembly  do  establish  Joel  Mattoon,  Ensign  of  the  2d  Company  of 
Governour's  Foot  Guards  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  October  1 7th  1 8 1 7. 

This  Assembly  do  establish  Elon  Gleason,  Brigade  Inspector  of  the  Brigade  of 
Cavalry  in  this  State;  to  take  rank  from  August  20th  1817. — 

An  Act  to  regulate  the  inspection  of  pine  and  cedar  shingles,  intended  to  be 
sold  in  this  State,  or  to  be  exported  therefrom.6  [Stat.  Conn.,  II,  289-90] 

Sec.  1 .  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governour  and  Council  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives in  General  Court  assembled,  that  the  inspector-general  for  the  time  being 
of  beef  and  pork,  for  this  State,  shall  be  inspector-general  of  shingles;  and  that 
the  duties  required  by  an  act  entitled  "an  act  in  addition  to  an  act  for  the  inspec- 
tion of  provisions,  and  other  articles  of  commerce,"  passed  in  October  last,  shall 
be  performed  by  him,  his  deputies,  and  their  assistants,  who  shall  be  appointed, 
and  qualified  in  the  same  manner,  and  be  under  the  same  obligations,  and  regula- 
tions to  perform  said  inspection,  as  are  required  by  said  act,  and  "an  act  to 
regulate  the  inspection  of  beef  and  pork  intended  to  be  exported  from  this  State." 

Sec.  2.  Be  it  further  enacted,  that  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  owner  of  such 
shingles  as  are  presented  for  inspection,  or  his  agent,  to  place  such  shingles  as 
are  required  to  be  inspected,  in  such  a  situation  as  that  the  bundles  may  be  con- 
veniently examined  and  inspected  by  the  deputy  inspectors,  or  their  assistants. 

Sec.  3.  Be  it  further  enacted,  that  in  lieu  of  the  fees  now  allowed,  for  the  in- 
spection and  branding  [of]  shingles,  there  be  allowed  to  the  assistant  inspector, 
seven  cents  for  each  thousand  inspected  by  virtue  of  this  act,  to  be  paid  by  the 
owner  thereof,  of  which  one  half  shall  be  repaid  him  by  the  purchaser,  whereof 
the  assistant  inspector  shall  pay  over  to  the  deputy  inspector  one  cent  for  each 
thousand  of  shingles  so  inspected,  of  which  the  inspector-general  shall  be  enti- 
tled to  twenty-five  per  cent. 

Sec.  4.  Be  it  further  enacted,  that  if  the  inspector-general,  his  deputy,  or  any 
assistant  inspector  appointed  by  virtue  of  this  act,  shall  be  guilty  of  any  fraud  or 
neglect  in  the  inspection  of  any  shingles,  contrary  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning 
of  this  act,  or  shall  brand  or  mark  any  such  shingles,  which  he  has  not  inspected, 
he  shall  forfeit  and  pay  one  dollar  for  each  bundle  so  falsely  marked,  or  branded, 


6.  For  the  October  18 16  act  referenced  in  the  first  section,  see  above,  pp.  112-13, 112n;forthe 
appointment  and  duties  of  the  inspector  general  of  beef  and  pork  and  his  deputies,  established  in  an 
act  of  October  1801,  see  Stat.  Conn.,  1808,  pp.  400-5.  On  Monday,  October  13,  members  of  the 
House  debated  at  some  length  the  desirability  of  the  act  itself  as  well  as  the  level  of  compensation 
for  inspectors:  Journal,  Oct.  21,  1817. 
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one  half  to  any  person  who  shall  prosecute  and  sue  for  the  same,  and  the  other 
half  to  the  treasury  of  the  town  where  such  fraud  or  neglect  shall  occur. 

General  Assembly,  October  Session,  1817. 

William  Bristol,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
Attest.  Thomas  Day,  Secretary.  Oliver  Wolcott,  Governour. 

An  Act  to  authorize  a  cession  of  Jurisdiction  in  certain  lands  to  the  United 
States,  and  for  other  purposes.7  [Stat.  Conn.,  II,  290-91] 

Whereas  application  hath  been  made  to  this  Assembly,  in  behalf  of  the 
United  States,  for  the  right  of  Jurisdiction  over  certain  lands  hereinafter  de- 
scribed, for  the  accommodation  of  the  light-house  in  New-London:  Therefore, 

Sec.  1 .  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governour  and  Council  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives in  General  Court  assembled,  that  his  Excellency  the  Governour  be,  and  he 
is  hereby  fully  authorized  and  empowered,  to  cede  to  the  United  States  in  the 
form  hereinafter  prescribed,  reserving  the  right  of  executing  and  serving  all  pro- 
cess, civil  and  criminal,  the  Jurisdiction  in  and  over  a  certain  lot  of  land  lying  in 
New-London,  near  the  light-house,  at  a  place  called  the  Western  Point,  lately 
purchased  by  the  United  States,  of  Griswold  Harris  of  said  New-London,  by 
deed  bearing  date  the  19th  day  of  September,  A.D.  1817,  in  quantity  eleven  rods 
and  ninety  one  feet,  and  bounded  as  follows,  viz.  beginning  at  the  southeast 
corner  of  the  dwelling-house  of  said  Harris;  thence  running  north,  thirty-eight 
degrees  east,  one  hundred  and  two  feet,  to  the  center  of  the  stone  wall;  thence 
south,  fifty-five  degrees  east,  forty-eight  feet  to  a  meer  stone,  being  the  present 
bound  of  land  belonging  to  the  United  States;  thence  south,  fifty-eight  degrees 
west,  one  hundred  and  seven  feet,  to  the  corner  of  the  stone  wall,  forming  a 
boundary  of  said  land  of  the  United  States,  near  the  old  oil  vault;  thence  north, 
seventy  degrees  west,  fourteen  feet  and  ten  inches,  to  the  first  mentioned  bound. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  that  all  cessions  of  Jurisdiction  by  this 
State  to  the  United  States,  made  by  the  General  Assembly,  shall  be  by  a  public 
act,  and  perfected  by  deed  under  the  seal  of  this  State,  executed  by  the  chief 
m[a]gistrate  of  the  State  for  the  time  being,  counter-signed  by  the  Secretary, 
and  of  the  following  form,  (mutatis  mutandis)  viz. 

Whereas,  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Connecticut,  at  the  session 

thereof  holden  at on  the  second  Thursday  of 

in  the  year  of  our  Lord 

did  authorize  and  empower  the  Governour  of  said  State  to  cede  to  the  United 


7.  For  an  earlier  cession  to  the  United  States  of  jurisdiction  over  land  near  the  federally- 
operated  New  London  lighthouse,  see  S.R.,  X,  42,  42n;  U.S.  Statutes  at  Large,  II,  57. 
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States  the  Jurisdiction  in  and  over  the  lands  herein  after  described,  under 
the  limitations  herein  specified:  Therefore,  Be  it  Known,  that  I, 

Governour  of  said  State,  by  virtue  of  the  power 

and  authority  aforesaid,  do  by  these  presents,  give  and  grant  to  the  United 
States  of  America,  the  Jurisdiction  in  and  over  certain  land  lying  in  the  town  of 

purchased  by  the  United  States,  of 

by  deed  bearing  date  the day 

of A.D. and  bounded  as  follows, 

viz. . 

It  is  nevertheless  expressly  reserved  and  provided,  that  all  process  civil 
and  criminal,  issuing  under  the  authority  of  said  State,  may  be  executed  and 
served  within  the  limits  aforesaid,  in  the  same  manner  as  if  this  cession  had 
not  been  made.  In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  caused  the  seal  of  said  State  to 
be  hereunto  affixed. 

Given  under  my  hand  at the day  of 

in  the  year  of  our  Lord and  in  the 

year  of  the  independence  of  the  United  States. 


By  his  Excellency  the  Governour. 
Secretary. 

General  Assembly,  October  Session,  1817. 

William  Bristol,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
Attest.  Thomas  Day,  Secretary.  Oliver  Wolcott,  Governour. 

An  act  in  addition  to  an  act,  entitled  an  act  for  exempting  certain  property 
from  being  taken  by  warrant  or  execution.8  [Stat.  Conn.,  II,  292] 
Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governour  and  Council  and  House  of  Representatives  in 
General  Court  assembled,  that  any  quantity  of  wood,  not  exceeding  two  cords; 
any  quantity  of  hay,  not  exceeding  two  tons;  any  quantity  of  beef  or  pork,  not  ex- 
ceeding two  hundred  pounds  weight;  any  quantity  of  fish,  not  exceeding  two 
hundred  pounds  weight;  any  quantity  of  potatoes,  or  turnips,  not  exceeding  five 
bushels  of  each;  any  quantity  of  wool,  or  flax,  not  exceeding  twenty  pounds 
weight  of  each,  or  the  yarn,  or  cloth  made  therefrom;  being  the  property  of  any 
one  person,  who  hath  a  wife  or  family;  and  the  horse,  saddle  and  bridle  of  any 
practising  physician,  or  surgeon,  of  a  value  not  exceeding  one  hundred  dollars; 


8.  For  the  act  to  which  this  is  an  addition,  see  Stat.  Conn.,  1808,  p.  284.  The  House  debated  the 
bill  on  October  11  and  18,  making  various  amendments.  The  issue  of  attaching  property  for  debt 
was  of  some  general  interest;  among  the  matters  discussed  were  the  relative  burdens  on  creditors 
and  poor  debtors  and  the  merits  of  granting  physicians  the  exemptions  listed  in  the  act:  Herald, 
Oct.  14,  28,  1817;  Journal,  Oct.  28,  1817. 
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shall  be  exempted,  and  not  liable  to  be  taken  by  warrant  or  execution,  for  any  tax, 
or  debt  whatever;  any  law,  usage,  or  custom  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

General  Assembly,  October  Session,  1817. 

William  Bristol,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
Attest.  Thomas  Day,  Secretary.  Oliver  Wolcott,  Governour. 

An  act  in  addition  to  the  act  entitled  An  act  to  incorporate  the  New-Haven 
Fire  Insurance  Company.9  [Stat.  Conn.,  II,  292-93] 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governour  and  Council  and  House  of  Representatives  in 
General  Court  assembled,  that  whenever  the  board  of  directors  of  said  company 
shall  deem  the  instalment  notes  of  the  stockholders,  or  any  of  them,  insecure,  they 
shall  forthwith  demand  further  and  better  security  on  the  same;  and  if  any  stock- 
holder, on  demand,  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  give  such  security  to  the  acceptance 
of  said  board  on  such  notes,  the  same  may  be  immediately  collected  by  suit. 

General  Assembly,  October  Session,  1817. 

William  Bristol,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
Attest.  Thomas  Day,  Secretary.  Oliver  Wolcott,  Governour. 

An  act  in  further  addition  to  an  act  entitled  An  act  for  erecting  and  contin- 
uing a  sign-post  in  each  town  in  this  State.10  [Stat.  Conn.,  II,  293] 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governour  and  Council  and  House  of  Representatives 
in  General  Court  assembled,  that  in  such  societies  as  are  composed  of  parts  of 
two  or  more  counties,  the  constables  of  the  several  towns  of  which  such  society 
is  composed,  and  the  sheriffs  and  their  deputies,  of  the  counties  of  which  such 
society  is  composed,  shall  have  the  same  power  to  use  the  sign-posts  in  said  so- 
ciety as  though  the  same  were  situated  within  the  proper  precincts  of  such 
sheriffs,  deputy  sheriffs,  or  constable. 

General  Assembly,  October  Session,  1817. 

William  Bristol,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
Attest.  Thomas  Day  Secretary.  Oliver  Wolcott,  Governour. 


9.  This  company  had  been  incorporated  in  May  1813:  S.R.,  XVI,  227-30,  227n. 

10.  An  October  1785  act  provided  that  in  cases  in  which  ecclesiastical  societies  overlapped 
town  boundaries,  constables  could  use  signposts  throughout  the  society  whether  or  not  the  location 
was  in  their  own  town;  the  present  act  made  similar  arrangements  for  societies  that  overlapped 
counties.  Stat.  Conn.,  1808,  p.  622. 
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An  act  for  regulating  the  market,  and  for  ascertaining  the  weight,  of 
bunches  of  onions.11  [Stat.  Conn.,  II,  293-94] 

Sec.  1 .  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governour  and  Council  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives in  General  Court  assembled,  that  no  onions  shall  be  offered  for  sale  that  are 
not  good  and  merchantable,  well  cured  and  dry;  nor  shall  any  bunches  of  them  be 
sold,  or  offered  for  sale,  or  put  into  any  land  or  water  carriage  to  be  transported  to 
market,  that  are  not  fully  cured,  well  and  firmly  bunched,  and  of  the  weight  of 
three  pounds  and  a  half,  and  inspected  as  is  in  this  act  hereafter  provided. 

Sec.  2.  Be  it  further  enacted,  that  the  civil  authority  and  selectmen  of  the  sev- 
eral towns  in  this  State  in  which  onions  are  raised,  and  bunched  for  market,  are 
authorized  and  directed  to  appoint  some  meet  person  or  persons  to  be  inspectors 
of  onions  for  the  purposes  mentioned  in  this  act,  who  shall  be  severally  sworn  to 
a  faithful  discharge  of  their  duty,  in  the  same  manner,  mutatis  mutandis,  as  is  by 
law  prescribed  for  surveyors  of  highways,  leather  sealers,  &c. 

Sec.  3.  Be  it  further  enacted,  that  such  inspectors  shall  be  entitled  to  receive 
at  the  rate  of  six  cents  per  thousand  bunches,  for  all  onions  by  them  inspected, 
from  the  person  procuring  such  inspection,  and  shall  give  a  certificate  of  such 
inspection  when  required,  for  which  he  shall  receive  six  cents. 

Sec.  4.  Be  it  further  enacted,  that  whosoever  shall  sell,  or  offer  for  sale,  or 
put  into  any  land  or  water  carriage,  in  order  to  be  transported  to  market,  any 
bunch  or  bunches  of  onions  contrary  to  the  provisions  of  this  act,  shall  forfeit 
one  half  of  each  and  every  bunch  of  onions  so  offered  or  put  up  for  sale,  or  the 
value  thereof,  to  be  recovered  by  him  who  shall  complain  of  and  prosecute  the 
same  to  effect. 

Sec.  5.  Be  it  further  enacted,  that  the  act  for  regulating  the  market,  and  as- 
certaining the  weight  of  onions,  enacted  in  May,  1760,  be,  and  the  same  is 
hereby  repealed. 

General  Assembly,  October  Session,  1817. 

William  Bristol,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
Attest.  Thomas  Day,  Secretary.  Oliver  Wolcott,  Governour. 


11.  The  1760  act  repealed  in  the  final  paragraph  can  be  found  in  Stat.  Conn.,  1808,  p.  543;  for 
the  oath  referenced  in  the  second  section,  see  ibid.,  pp.  539-40.  The  present  act  added  the  sections 
on  the  inspectors'  appointment  and  fees,  reduced  the  required  weight  of  bunches  from  4.5  to  3.5 
pounds,  and  reduced  the  forfeiture  from  an  entire  bunch  to  half  a  bunch.  In  the  bill,  the  Council 
erased  the  words  "without  any  additional  Fee  or  reward"  at  the  end  of  the  third  section  and 
substituted  "for  which  he  shall  receive  six  cents;"  the  House  concurred  in  this  change.  Archives, 
Trade  and  Maritime  Affairs,  Ser.  2,  II,  132. 
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An  act,  in  addition  to  an  Act  for  regulating  and  auditing  the  public  Ac- 
counts.12 [Stat.  Conn.y  II,  294-95] 

Sec.  1 .  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governour  and  Council  and  House  of  Represen- 
tatives in  General  Court  assembled,  that  the  clerks  of  the  several  county  and 
Superiour  courts,  shall,  within  twenty  days  after  the  rising  of  their  several 
courts,  make  out  and  render  to  the  Controller  of  public  accounts,  a  list  or  ab- 
stract of  all  judgments  rendered  by  said  courts  on  bonds  or  forfeitures  of  any 
kind  in  favour  of  the  treasury  of  this  State;  and  also  of  all  executions  granted  to 
any  state's  attorney,  or  other  public  officer,  on  such  judgments;  and  also  a  list 
or  abstract  of  all  fines  which  have  been  imposed,  which  are  payable  to  the  State 
treasury;  and  the  treasurer  shall  debit  the  account  of  such  officer  with  the 
amount  of  the  executions  granted  to  such  officer. 

Sec.  2.  Be  it  further  enacted,  that  each  state's  attorney,  and  every  other  re- 
ceiver of  public  monies,  shall,  on  or  before  the  twentieth  day  of  May  annually, 
make  out  and  render  an  account  of  all  monies  received  by  him  for  the  use  of  the 
treasury,  to  the  treasurer  of  this  State,  in  such  form  as  shall  be  prescribed  by  the 
Controller  of  public  Accounts. 

General  Assembly,  October  Session,  1817. 

William  Bristol.  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
Attest.  Thomas  Day,  Secretary.  Oliver  Wolcott.  Governour. 

An  act  in  addition  to  an  act  entitled  An  act  for  the  encouraging  and  regu- 
lating fisheries.13  [Stat.  Conn.,  II,  295-96] 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governour  and  Council  and  House  of  Represen- 
tatives in  General  Court  assembled,  that  Keys  brook,  that  runs  from 
Quinnebaug  pond  to  Quinnebaug  river,  in  the  town  of  Killingly.  for  the  purpose 
of  fishing  therein,  shall  be  divided  into  two  parts,  viz.  the  first  part  extending 
from  the  said  river  eastward  to  the  public  road  that  crosses  said  brook;  and  the 
second  part  shall  extend  from  said  road  eastward  to  said  pond. 

Sec.  2.  Be  it  further  enacted,  that  no  person  or  persons  shall  fish  with  any 
scoop  net,  seine,  or  other  fish  craft,  in  the  first  part  of  said  brook,  except  between 
the  rising  of  the  sun  on  monday  morning,  and  the  rising  of  the  sun  on  Wednesday 
morning;  and  that  no  persons  or  persons  shall  fish  with  any  scoop  net.  sein,  or 
other  fish  craft,  in  the  other  part  of  said  brook,  except  between  the  rising  of  the 
sun  on  Wednesday  morning,  and  the  rising  of  the  sun  on  Friday  morning,  in  each 
week,  during  the  months  of  April,  May  and  June,  in  each  year. 


12.  For  the  basic  title  on  the  public  accounts,  see  Stat.  Conn.,  1808.  pp.  29-30. 

13.  For  the  basic  title  on  fisheries,  see  Stat.  Conn..  J 808.  pp.  329-35. 
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Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  that  whosoever  shall  be  guilty  of  any 
breach  of  the  second  section  of  this  act,  or  be  aiding  or  abetting  therein  shall 
forfeit  and  pay  thirty-four  dollars  to  the  use  of  the  person  who  may  sue  for  and 
prosecute  the  same  to  effect. 

General  Assembly,  October  Session,  1817. 

William  Bristol,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
Attest.  Thomas  Day,  Secretary.  Oliver  Wolcott,  Governour. 

An  act  to  prevent  the  prevalence  of  the  small  pox.14  [Stat.  Conn.,  II,  296] 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governour  and  Council  and  House  of  Representatives 
in  General  Court  assembled,  that  the  civil  authority  and  select-men  of  the  several 
towns  in  this  State,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to  adopt 
such  measures  for  the  general  vaccination  of  the  inhabitants  of  their  respective 
towns,  as  they  shall  think  to  be  proper,  and  necessary  to  prevent  the  introduction, 
or  arrest  the  progress  of  the  small  pox,  and  to  defray  the  expences  in  whole,  or  in 
part,  of  such  general  vaccination  out  of  the  public  treasury  of  such  town. 

General  Assembly,  October  Session,  1817. 

William  Bristol,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
Attest.  Thomas  Day,  Secretary.  Oliver  Wolcott,  Governour. 

An  act  relating  to  the  Gaol  in  the  town  and  County  of  New-London.13  [Stat. 
Conn.,  II,  296-97] 

Sec.  1 .  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governour  and  Council  and  House  of  Represen- 
tatives in  General  Court  assembled,  that  any  bond  accepted  by  the  sheriff  of 
New-London  County,  conditioned  that  a  debtor  shall  remain  a  faithful  prisoner 
within  the  liberties  of  the  gaol  yard  in  the  town  of  New-London,  in  case  of 
commitment  to  and  within  said  liberties,  by  any  lawful  officer,  shall  be  good 
and  effectual;  and  until  the  gaol  in  said  New-London  shall  be  rebuilt,  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  any  such  officer  to  commit  any  debtor  to,  and  within  such  liberties  of 
said  prison;  provided,  at  the  time  of  such  commitment,  satisfactory  bonds  for 
the  liberties  of  the  prison,  are  given  to  said  sheriff. 

Sec.  2.  Be  it  further  enacted,  that  if  any  debtor  who  is,  or  may  be  committed 
to  gaol  in  the  County  of  New-London,  and  who  may  have  given,  or  shall  give 


14.  The  basic  title  on  sickness  provided  that  inhabitants  could  be  inoculated  for  smallpox  only  if 
two-thirds  of  the  voters  at  a  town  meeting  approved:  Stat.  Conn.,  1808.  p.  614.  For  the  background  of 
this  act,  including  a  discussion  of  the  new  practice  of  vaccination  and  indications  that  many  thought 
that  the  present  act  did  not  provide  adequate  protection,  see  below,  pp.  269,  269n. 

15.  For  the  act  repealed  in  the  last  paragraph,  see  above,  pp.  182-83,  182n. 
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bond  to  the  sheriff  of  said  county,  for  abiding  a  faithful  prisoner  within  the  lib- 
erties of  the  county  gaol,  shall,  at  his  own  expence,  desire  to  remove  to  the 
limits  of  the  gaol  in  said  town  of  New-London,  said  sheriff  may  permit  such  re- 
moval, and  such  bond  so  taken  shall  be  obligatory.  Always  provided,  that  this 
act  shall  continue  in  force  until  the  gaol  in  New-London  shall  be  rebuilt,  and 
accepted  by  the  county  court  for  said  county,  and  no  longer. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  that  the  act  entitled  "An  act  relating  to  the 
gaol  in  the  town  and  County  of  New-London,"  passed  in  May  last,  be,  and  the 
same  is  hereby  repealed. 

General  Assembly,  October  Session,  1817. 

William  Bristol,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
Attest.  Thomas  Day,  Secretary.  Oliver  Wolcott,  Governour. 

An  act  in  alteration  of  the  Statute,  entitled  An  act  in  addition  to  and  alter- 
ation of  the  Statute,  entitled  an  act  for  regulating  the  election  of 
Governour,  Lieutenant-Governour,  Assistants,  &c.  and  in  addition  to 
and  alteration  of  the  Statute,  entitled  an  act  for  regulating  the  election  of 
Senators  and  Representatives  for  this  State,  in  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States.16  [Stat.  Conn.,  II,  297] 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governour  and  council  and  House  of  Representatives 
in  General  Court  assembled,  that  the  fourth  section  of  the  act  above  recited,  of 
which  this  is  an  alteration,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed. 

General  Assembly,  October  Session,  1817. 

William  Bristol,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
Attest.  Thomas  Day,  Secretary.  Oliver  Wolcott,  Governour. 


16.  For  a  discussion  of  the  context  of  this  act,  which  repealed  the  famous  "stand-up"  provision  of 
the  October  1801  act  on  elections,  and  its  lengthy  consideration  by  the  legislators  in  the  May  and 
October  1817  sessions,  see  above,  pp.  xlvi-il.  The  bill,  which  went  through  many  vicissitudes  before 
its  final  passage,  had  been  prepared  at  the  May  session  by  a  joint  committee  consisting  of  assistant 
Samuel  William  Johnson  and  representatives  Joel  Foote,  Samuel  A.  Foote,  Roger  Huntington,  Gideon 
Tomlinson,  Lemuel  Ingals,  Oliver  Burnham,  David  Kelsey,  and  Saul  Alvord,  Jr.  Archives,  Civil 
Officers,  Ser.  2,  XIX,  15;  XXI,  137.  The  manuscript  bill  contains  a  draft  version  of  the  unsuccessful 
amendment  proposed  by  the  Council  on  or  before  October  28  (see  below,  p.  323): 

And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  each  freeman  giving  his  vote  for  persons  to  stand  in  any 
nomination,  shall  give  the  same  on  one  piece  of  paper  only,  with  the  names  of  the  per- 
sons by  him  voted  for,  fairly  written,  and  not  printed,  and  shall  deliver  the  same  on  the 
ballot  box,  to  the  presiding  officer  of  the  meeting,  on  the  ballot  box,  to  be  counted  and 
returned  according  to  law.  And  no  more  than  the  vote  of  one  freeman  shall  be  in  any  way 
contained  in  one  piece  of  paper,  nor  shall  any  vote  be  received  unless  the  names  of  the 
persons  voted  for  be  fairly  written  in  manner  aforsesaid. 
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An  act  to  extend  the  jurisdiction  of  the  several  city  courts  in  this  State.17 
[Stat.  Conn.,  II,  298] 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governour  and  Council  and  House  of  Representatives 
in  General  Court  assembled,  that  whenever  any  bank  or  corporation  estab- 
lished by  this  State,  or  the  United  States,  shall  have  its  office,  or  usual  place  of 
transacting  business,  within  the  limits  of  any  incorporated  city  in  this  State,  the 
city  court  of  such  city  shall  have  cognizance  of  any  action  brought  by  said  bank 
or  corporation,  upon  any  bond,  bill,  note  or  other  writing  obligatory,  made  pay- 
able at  the  office  of  such  bank  or  other  corporation,  and  which  shall  have  been 
discounted  by,  or  endorsed  to  such  bank  or  other  corporation,  notwithstanding 
such  bond,  bill,  note  or  other  writing  obligatory,  may  have  been  executed, 
drawn,  accepted,  or  endorsed  without  the  limits  of  said  city. 

General  Assembly,  October  Session,  1817. 

William  Bristol,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
Attest.  Thomas  Day,  Secretary.  Oliver  Wolcott,  Governour. 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  they  entertain  a  high  and  respectful  sense  of 
the  virtues,  gallantry  and  naval  skill  of  their  fellow  citizen,  Commodore  Isaac 
Hull;  that  an  elegant  sword  and  pair  of  pistols,  both  mounted  with  gold,  with 
suitable  inscriptions,  and  manufactured  in  this  State,  be  procured,  and  that  his 
Excellency  the  Governour  be  respectfully  requested  to  present  the  same  to  the 
Commodore,  with  a  copy  of  this  resolve,  as  honorary  tokens  of  the  high  esteem 
in  which  he  is  held  by  the  people  of  this  State,  for  his  personal  worth  and  public 
services;  and  that  his  Excellency  be  requested  to  do  this  in  a  manner  which  he 
shall  deem  most  expressive  of  the  sincerity  of  that  esteem.18 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  it  be,  and  it  is  hereby  made  the  duty  of  the 
Treasurer  of  the  State,  to  enrol  in  a  book,  to  be  provided  for  that  purpose,  the 
names  of  all  School-fund  debtors,  who  shall  be  found  in  arrear  for  interest,  on 
the  1st  day  of  March  1819,  and  on  the  first  day  of  March  in  each  succe[e]ding 


17.  The  Council  initially  dissented  to  this  act,  but  concurred  with  the  House  after  a  conference: 
Archives,  Civil  Officers,  Ser.  2,  IX,  150. 

18.  Isaac  Hull  (1773-1843),  born  in  Derby  and  a  Democratic-Republican  in  politics,  had  been 
an  officer  in  the  U.S.  Navy  since  1798  and  had  commanded  the  frigate  Constitution  during  the  War 
of  1812,  gaining  fame  for  his  capture  of  the  British  warship  Guerriere.  ANB.  In  his  speech  opening 
the  session,  Gov.  Wolcott  recommended  that  Hull  be  given  this  honor:  Mercury,  Oct.  14, 1817.  The 
question  of  which  individuals  should  be  recognized  for  wartime  service  generated  several 
additional  recommendations  from  members  during  House  debates  on  October  17  and  23.  The 
resolution  was  eventually  passed  in  its  original  form,  following  a  statement  from  the  drafting 
committee  that  the  list  of  wartime  heroes  was  so  large  that  it  was  difficult  to  make  distinctions  and 
recommending  the  others  "to  the  honest  and  cordial  esteem  of  their  common  country."  Herald, 
Oct.  21,  28,  1817;  Journal,  Oct.  21,  Nov.  4,  1817. 
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year,  and  that  the  debtors  so  enrolled  be,  and  they  are  hereby  required  to  pay  the 
principal  of  their  bonds  in  the  manner  and  proportions  following,  that  is  to  say, 
one  twentieth  part  of  the  sum  due  on  their  respective  bonds,  on  the  first  day  of 
March,  1820;  one  nineteenth  part,  on  the  first  day  of  March,  1821;  one  eigh- 
teenth part,  on  the  first  day  of  March,  1 822;  one  seventeenth  part,  on  the  first  day 
of  March,  1 823;  one  sixteenth  part,  on  the  first  day  of  March,  1 824;  one  fifteenth 
part,  on  the  first  day  of  March,  1825;  one  fourteenth  part,  on  the  first  day  of 
March,  1826;  one  thirteenth  part,  on  the  first  day  of  March,  1827;  one  twelfth 
part,  on  the  first  day  of  March  1 828;  one  eleventh  part,  on  the  first  day  of  March, 
1829;  one  tenth  part,  on  the  first  day  of  March,  1830;  one  ninth  part,  on  the  first 
day  of  March  1831;  one  eighth  part,  on  the  first  day  of  March,  1 832;  one  seventh 
part,  on  the  first  day  of  March,  1833;  one  sixth  part,  on  the  first  day  of  March, 
1834;  one  fifth  part,  on  the  first  part,  on  the  first  day  of  March,  1835;  one  fourth 
part,  on  the  first  day  of  March,  1 836;  one  third  part,  on  the  first  day  of  March, 
1837;  one  half  on  the  first  day  of  March,  1838;  and  the  remaining  balance  that 
shall  be  due  on  their  respective  bonds,  on  the  first  day  of  March,  1 839. — 19 

And  be  it  further  Resolved,  that  in  case  of  a  second  delinquency,  or  a  failure 
to  pay  interest,  or  the  instalment  of  principal  as  required  by  the  foregoing  re- 
solve, it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  School  fund  to  collect, 
forthwith,  the  whole  principal  of  the  bond,  or  where  that  shall  be  impracticable 
to  foreclose  the  mortgage. 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  in  case  of  the  death  of  any  debtor  to  the 
School-fund,  his  bond  be  paid  in  full,  unless  where  such  payment  would  be  at- 
tended with  peculiar  inconvenience  or  injury  to  the  estate  of  such  deceased 
debtor;  in  which  case,  the  Commissioner  of  the  School-fund  is  hereby  autho- 
rized, at  his  discretion,  to  make  an  arrangement  with  the  heirs,  executors  or 
administrators,  for  the  payment  of  such  bond  by  annual  instalments,  not  to 
exceed  five,  so  that  the  whole  amount  of  such  bond  shall  be  discharged  or  paid 
within  the  term  of  five  years.  And  said  Commissioner  is  to  take  ample  and  sat- 
isfactory security  for  the  punctual  payment,  according  to  said  arrangement. 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  his  Excellency  the  Governour,  be  autho- 
rized to  receive  from  the  United  States,  in  artillery,  suitable  for  field  service, 


19.  The  action  taken  here  flowed  from  the  resolutions  about  the  School  Fund  adopted  at  the 
October  1816  session:  above,  pp.  1 1 6- 1 7, 1 1 7n.  In  two  reports  to  the  May  and  October  1817  sessions, 
legislative  committees  expressed  satisfaction  with  proposals  made  by  School  Fund  commissioner 
James  Hillhouse  to  secure  payment  of  principal  and  interest  and  gave  overall  praise  to  the  way  in 
which  he  had  administered  the  fund.  The  committee  proposed  this  and  the  following  two  resolutions 
based  on  his  recommendations.  For  documentation  of  the  Assembly's  1817  actions  on  the  fund,  see 
Archives,  Colleges  and  Schools,  Ser.  2,  III,  126-30. 
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such  proportion  of  the  balance  as  shall  be  found  due  to  this  State,  for  arms  and 
equipments,  under  an  act  of  Congress,  passed  in  1 808,  as  he  shall  judge  expe- 
dient, not  exceeding  one  third  of  said  balance.20 

Whereas  the  government  of  the  United  States,  at  the  session  of  Congress,  in 
the  years  1816  and  1817,  ordered  a  survey  to  be  had  of  certain  parts  of  the 
Atlantick  coast,  and  particularly,  at  the  entrance  of  Long  Island  sound,  with  a 
view  to  the  selection  of  a  suitable  site  for  a  naval  yard  and  depot;  And  whereas, 
in  the  opinion  of  this  Legislature,  the  harbour  of  New-London  on  said  waters, 
does  possess  many  obvious  and  decidedly  superiour  advantages  over  any  rival 
port,  for  the  establishment  of  said  yard  and  depot;21 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  if  the  general  government,  in  consideration  of 
the  premises,  should  deem  proper  to  fix  said  establishment  within  the  limits  of  the 
State  of  Connecticut,  such  location  would  be  highly  acceptable  to  the  people  of 
this  State;  and  that  to  carry  same  into  effect,  they  would  cede  to  the  United  States, 


20.  The  Congressional  act  referenced  here  is  no  doubt  that  of  April  23,  1808,  which  provided 
for  distribution  of  arms  and  equipment  to  the  state  militias  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  effective 
militiamen  in  each  state:  see  U.S.  Statutes  at  Large,  II,  490-91.  In  his  speech  opening  the  session, 
Gov.  Wolcott  stated  that  the  U.S.  government  had  offered  to  deliver  the  balance  due  to  Connecticut 
in  artillery,  and  submitted  the  matter  for  the  Assembly's  consideration  since  he  had  "no  authority  to 
assent  to  this  proposal."  Mercury,  Oct.  14,  1817. 

21.  A  Congressional  act  of  February  10,  1807,  had  authorized  a  survey  of  the  coasts,  which 
commenced  in  earnest  after  the  conclusion  of  the  War  of  1812;  surveys  under  that  authority  were 
ongoing  in  1 8 1 6  and  1 8 1 7.  In  addition,  the  Senate  in  February  1817  had  requested  that  the  President 
appoint  commissioners  to  inspect  the  eastern  entrance  of  Long  Island  Sound  to  assess  defenses  and 
to  examine  the  coasts  north  of  the  Delaware  River  in  order  to  select  a  site  for  a  naval  depot;  those 
commissioners  concluded  in  their  1818  report  that  New  London  was  too  easily  blockaded  to  serve 
as  a  depot,  and  recommended  other  east  coast  sites.  U.S.  Statutes  at  Large,  II,  413-14,  III,  316; 
Journal  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  of  America,  Being  the  Second  Session  of  the  Fourteenth 
Congress  .  .  .  (Washington,  [1817]),  p.  227;  American  State  Papers,  Commerce  and  Navigation,  II, 
26-27, 106-1 12;  Naval  Affairs,  1, 488-89.  The  House  debated  the  present  resolutions  on  October  27, 
with  members  emphasizing  the  economic  advantages  to  the  state;  in  particular,  Gideon  Tomlinson 
argued  that  the  establishment  of  the  depot,  by  increasing  opportunities  for  employment,  would  help 
"stop  the  tide  of  emigration"  from  Connecticut.  At  some  point  during  the  legislative  process,  the 
following  paragraph  was  deleted:  "And  be  it  further  resolved — That  a  memorial  be  presented  to  the 
Executive  of  the  U.S.,  setting  forth  the  advantages  which  the  Harbour  of  New  London  possesses  for 
such  an  establishment;  and  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  draft  said  memorial."  A  newspaper 
account  stated  that  House  removed  a  section  from  the  bill  authorizing  a  memorial  to  Congress  about 
the  matter  after  members  objected  that  it  was  too  much  like  "electioneering"  and  that  it  was  below 
the  dignity  of  one  sovereign  body  to  memorialize  another;  however,  the  original  bill  contains  no 
evidence  of  such  a  provision.  Archives,  Trade  and  Maritime  Affairs,  Ser.  2,  1, 137:  Herald,  Nov.  4, 
\U1;  Journal,  Nov.  4,  1817. 
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the  territorial  jurisdiction  over  such  tract  of  land  as  the  general  government  should 
purchase  for  this  purpose,  and  which  should  be  proper  and  necessary  for  the  same. 

Resolved,  that  the  Senators  and  Representatives  of  this  State,  in  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States  be,  and  they  hereby  are  instructed  to  use  their  efforts  to  pro- 
cure to  be  established  within  the  limits  of  this  State,  said  naval  yard  and  depot. 

Resolved,  that  the  Governour  of  this  State  be,  and  he  hereby  is  requested  to 
cause  to  be  transmitted  to  the  executive  of  the  United  States,  and  to  the  Sena- 
tors and  Representatives  of  this  State,  in  Congress,  respectively,  copies  of  the 
preceding  resolutions. 

Resolved,  that  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  subject  of  taxation,  with 
the  resolutions  accompanying  the  same,  be  recommitted  to  the  same 
committee,  to  report  a  detailed  view  of  such  system,  if  any,  as  they  may  recom- 
mend, and  a  bill  for  a  public  act  to  carry  the  same  into  effect.22 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  the  Secretary  of  this  State  be  directed  to 
transmit  a  copy  of  the  statutes  of  this  State,  now  in  force,  and  which  may  here- 
after be  published,  to  the  Executives  of  each  of  the  States  of  the  Union,  and  to 
request  of  such  Executives  a  copy  of  the  statutes  of  such  states  respectively.23 

Resolved  also,  that  a  like  copy  be  transmitted  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  to  each  of  the  heads  of  Departments. 

Whereas  associations,  in  the  respective  counties  in  this  State,  incorporated 
for  the  purpose  of  collecting  and  disseminating  knowledge  upon  agricultural 
subjects,  would  in  the  opinion  of  this  Assembly,  be  highly  advantageous;24 


22.  For  the  appointment  of  this  committee,  see  above,  pp.  190,  190-9  In. 

23.  The  statutes  presumably  took  the  form  of  The  Public  Statute  Laws  of  the  State  of 
Connecticut.  Book  I  (Hartford,  1808)  and  the  subsequent  printings  of  the  laws  for  each  legislative 
session. 

24.  In  his  speech  opening  this  session,  Gov.  Wolcott  emphasized  the  importance  of  agriculture. 
"As  great  numbers  of  our  intelligent  citizens  migrate  from  the  State,"  he  went  on,  "and  as  it  receives 
but  few  accessions  of  enterprizing  strangers,  it  has  resulted  that  agricultural  knowledge  has  been 
depressed  below  what  ought  to  exist  in  a  State,  highly  distinguished  for  science  and  improvements 
in  the  arts."  He  then  called  for  the  "incorporation  of  an  agricultural  association,  whose  duty  it 
should  be  to  collect  and  disseminate  printed  tracts  on  the  various  branches  of  rural  economy." 
Mercury,  Oct.  14,  1817.  The  Assembly  appointed  a  committee,  chaired  by  assistant  Elizur  Goodrich, 
to  consider  the  matter.  The  committee  reported  that  economic  prosperity  depended  upon  agriculture 
and  that  "Agricultural  and  Economical  Societies"  had  proved  of  great  benefit  in  other  countries  and 
states.  The  committee  recommended  the  formation  of  agricultural  societies  in  each  county  as  well 
as  a  general  state  society  of  county  delegates  to  share  and  disseminate  information.  The  Assembly 
already  had  in  hand  requests  for  incorporation  from  groups  in  Hartford  and  New  Haven  Counties, 
and  the  committee  recommended  that  they  be  granted.  Archives,  Industry,  Ser.  2, 1.  51-52;  below, 
pp.  282-83,  282n;  S.R.,  XIX,  52,  52n. 
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Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  it  be,  and  hereby  is  recommended,  that  an 
association  for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  be  formed  in  each  county  in  this  State, 
wherein  such  association  is  not  already  formed;  and  that  on  application  to  the 
General  Assembly  in  May  next,  they  be,  each  of  them  incorporated  into  a  body 
corporate  and  politic,  on  such  principles,  and  with  such  powers  as  shall  appear 
most  likely  to  promote  the  great  and  important  interests  of  rural  economy. 

Resolved,  that  this  Assembly  do  fully  approve  of  Vaccine  innoculation,  as  an 
effectual  security  against  the  small  pox;  and  that  it  is  very  desirable  that  the  in- 
habitants of  this  State  should  universally  adopt  this  mode  of  inoculation,  under 
the  superintendance  of  some  experienced  and  skilful  person  or  persons,  as  a  sure 
means  of  preventing  the  prevalence  of  that  loathsome  and  dangerous  disease.25 

Whereas  the  American  Antiquarian  Society,  by  their  corresponding  secretary, 
Samuel  M.  Burnside,  Esquire,  have  communicated  to  this  Assembly,  through  his 


25.  The  practice  of  preventing  smallpox  by  vaccinating  individuals  with  cowpox  had  been 
introduced  in  England  by  Edward  Jenner  in  1798,  replacing  the  older  and  more  dangerous  mode  of 
inoculating  directly  with  the  smallpox  variola.  Elizabeth  A.  Fenn,  Pox  Americana:  The  Great 
Smallpox  Epidemic  of  1775-82  (New  York,  2001),  pp.  32-33.  A  legislative  committee,  appointed 
in  response  to  a  petition  from  Dr.  Mason  Cogswell  and  others,  reported  that  the  discovery  of 
vaccination  was  "among  the  most  important  of  modern  times"  and  that  "there  can  be  no  doubt  that  it 
is  a  sure  protection  against  [small  pox]  ...  if  skillfully  and  properly  applied."  However,  the 
committee  went  on, 

there  are  persons,  who  doubt  the  truth  of  this  fact,  and  many  others,  not  perceiving 
any  immediate  danger,  are  indifferent,  and  neglect  the  application  of  so  easy  and 
safe  a  remedy  for  themselves  and  families;  not  being  aware,  that,  from  the  continual 
intercourse,  which  does,  and  always  will  take  place  among  the  Inhabitants  of 
different  parts  of  the  Country,  they  may  be  suddenly  and  unexpectedly  surprised  by 
the  introduction  of  the  Small  pox  among  them. 
The  committee  opined  that  the  well-being  of  the  people  of  the  state  would  be  "greatly  promoted 
by  introducing  a  general  practice  in  the  several  Towns,  of  vaccination."  The  result  of  this  recom- 
mendation was  the  act  above,  pp.  263, 263n,  and  the  present  resolution.  The  committee  went  on  to 
state  that  Dr.  Sylvanus  Fansher,  a  Plymouth  native  who  spent  much  of  his  career  in  Southbury  and 
who  had  received  a  diploma  from  the  Royal  Jennerian  Society  in  London,  was  best  qualified  to 
administer  the  vaccine  and  recommended  that  the  Assembly  grant  him  public  patronage.  The  bill 
for  the  present  resolution  originally  included  a  second  section  to  that  effect,  but  the  Council  dis- 
sented and  the  House  agreed  to  strike  it  out,  leaving  the  more  general  resolution  enacted  here. 
Archives,  Miscellaneous,  Ser.  2,  I,  13-14;  Cothren,  Ancient  Woodbury,  I,  364-65.   During  de- 
bates, Hartford  representative  Jonathan  W.  Edwards  lauded  Fansher's  methods  for  preserving  the 
vaccine;  other  speakers  expressed  the  wish  that  provision  be  made  for  the  poor.  Fansher  and 
others  petitioned  the  legislature  unsuccessfully  in  1818  to  grant  a  lottery  to  support  public  vacci- 
nation. House  Proceedings  of  Oct.  17, 28, 29, 1817,  May  30,  Oct.  16, 1818:  Journal  Oct.  21,  Nov. 
11, 1817,  Oct.  20,  \%\%\Herald,  Nov.  4, 1817;  Courant,  June  9, 181 8.  The  editors  of  the  Mercury 
opined  (Mar.  3,  1818),  following  an  outbreak  of  smallpox  in  East  Windsor  and  East  Hartford,  that 
the  disease  would  never  be  eradicated  "until  the  Legislature,  or  the  several  towns,  adopt  measures 
to  have  a  general  vaccination  at  the  public  expenceV 
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Excellency  the  Governour,  a  request  to  obtain  copies  of  certain  records  and  jour- 
nals of  the  Legislature;  and  this  Assembly  being  disposed,  as  far  as  may  consist 
with  the  public  interest,  to  afford  their  aid  to  that  respectable  institution;26 

Resolved,  that  the  Secretary  be,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  and  directed  to 
transmit  to  the  corresponding  secretary  of  said  society,  a  copy  of  the  present 
printed  code  of  this  State,  and  a  manuscript  copy  of  the  code  of  1650. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved,  that  the  said  society  be  permitted,  by  their  agent, 
during  the  pleasure  of  this  Assembly,  to  have  free  access  to  the  records  and  jour- 
nals in  the  office  of  the  Secretary,  during  office  hours,  for  the  purpose  of  selecting 
and  transcribing  any  of  the  said  records  and  journals,  for  the  use  of  said  society. 

Whereas  certain  lands  lying  in  the  town  of  Milford,  are  sequestered  for  the 
use  and  support  of  certain  Indians;  and  whereas  it  is  expedient,  that  enquiry  be 
made  concerning  the  same;27 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  Leman  Stone,  Benjamin  Bull  and  John  L. 
Tomlinson,  Esquires,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  appointed  a  committee  to  make 
enquiry  concerning  said  land,  its  boundaries  and  situation;  whether  encroach- 
ments are  made  thereon,  and  if  made,  to  take  measures  to  remove  the  same;  to 
ascertain  the  value  thereof,  and  whether  it  is  expedient  that  the  same  be  sold, 
and  a  fund  formed  for  the  support  of  said  Indians;  as  also,  the  number  of  said 


26.  The  state  of  Massachusetts  had  incorporated  the  American  Antiquarian  Society  in  October 
1812  to  encourage  the  collection  and  preservation  of  the  materials  relating  to  American  history,  art, 
and  nature.  In  1814  the  society  began  to  solicit  copies  of  federal,  state,  and  local  laws  and  other 
official  documents.  The  Collections  and  Programs  of  the  American  Antiquarian  Society:  175th 
Anniversary  Guide  (Worcester,  Mass.,  1987),  pp.  17,  19,  65.  The  current  printed  code  of  the  state 
was  The  Public  Statute  Laws  of  the  State  of  Connecticut.  Book  I  (Hartford,  1808).  The  Code  of 
1650,  the  earliest  general  codification  of  Connecticut's  laws,  was  apparently  only  available  in 
manuscript  at  the  time  of  this  request;  it  can  be  found  in  C.R.,  I,  509-63. 

27.  The  committee  appointed  here  reported  to  the  May  1818  session  that  they  had  investigated 
the  matter,  attaching  copies  of  documents  relating  to  the  1680  sequestration  of  the  lands  for  the 
Milford  Indians  {C.R.,  III.  55,  68).  The  committee  found  that  there  were  fifteen  Indians  currently 
residing  on  the  land,  "employed  in  cultivating  part  of  it.  from  which  they  derive  their  support;"  there 
were  also  five  persons,  descended  from  the  original  group  but  residing  elsewhere,  who  had 
occasionally  received  support  from  the  overseers.  The  committee  declared  that  they  had  not  been 
authorized  to  determine  whether  the  twenty  persons  had  been  uniformly  assisted  by  the  overseers; 
if  they  were  "properly  a  charge  upon  the  benevolence  of  the  State,  it  is  obvious,  that  their  present 
situation  upon  the  Land,  is  more  advantageous  to  them  and  less  burthensome  to  the  public  than  it 
would  be,  were  they  to  receive  a  direct  support  from  a  pecuniary  fund."  The  committee  therefore 
advised  that  the  land,  worth  $2,500.  not  be  sold;  they  also  stated  that  they  had  not  had  time  to  adopt 
measures  for  removal  of  encroachments  on  the  land.  The  approval  of  the  report  by  the  two  houses  in 
May  1 8 1 8  apparently  closed  legislative  consideration  of  the  matter,  for  no  related  action  appears  in 
the  Public  Records  themselves  for  that  year.  Archives.  Indians.  Ser.  2.  I.  30-32. 
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indians,  and  such  other  facts  as  they  shall  find  regarding  said  Indians  or  said 
lands,  and  report  make  to  the  General  Assembly  to  be  held  in  May  next. 

And  the  expences  of  said  committee  shall  be  defrayed  from  the  monies  or 
funds  appropriated  for  the  use  of  said  Indians,  in  the  hands  of  Stone  their  overseer; 
and  in  case  the  same  shall  be  insufficient,  said  overseer  shall  be,  and  he  is  hereby 
authorized  to  sell  and  convey  a  sufficiency  of  said  land  to  defray  such  expence. 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  the  sum  of  three  hundred  dollars  be,  and  the 
same  is  hereby  granted  for  the  support  of  a  chaplain  at  Newgate  Prison  for  the 
year  ensuing,  and  that  the  same  be  applied  to  that  use,  under  the  advice  and  di- 
rection of  the  overseers  of  said  Prison.28 

Whereas  at  the  General  Assembly  holden  at  Hartford  in  May  last  David 
Judah,  Israel  Bibbins,  Edmond  Burr,  Comfort  Hoyt,  Eliphalet  St.  John,  Gideon 
Beardslee,  William  St.  John,  Joseph  Wood,  Gamaliel  B.  Giddings,  Zadoc  Ray- 
mond and  Squier  Adams,  Esquires,  were  appointed  Justices  of  the  Peace  for 
the  County  of  Fairfield  for  the  year  than  ensuing,  and  the  bill  by  which  they 
were  so  appointed,  was  lost,  in  consequence  of  which  the  said  Justices  were  not 
commissioned;  therefore, 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly  that  the  said  appointments  respectively  be,  and 
they  are  hereby  confirmed;  and  that  all  official  acts  which  have  been  done  by 
said  persons,  or  any  of  them  as  Justices  of  the  Peace,  under  the  said  appoint- 
ments, be,  and  they  are  hereby  ratified,  and  made  as  valid  to  every  intent  and 
purpose,  as  if  the  said  appointments  had  been  duly  recorded,  and  said  persons 
respectively,  commissioned  in  due  form  of  law. 

And  be  it  further  Resolved,  that  a  commission  issue  to  said  Justices,  in  due 
form,  bearing  the  same  date  with  the  commission  of  the  other  Justices  in  said 
county,  who  were  appointed  in  May  last,  which  shall  be  accounted,  to  all  in- 
tents and  purposes,  good  and  effectual  from  the  date  thereof. 


28.  In  his  speech  opening  the  present  session,  Gov.  Wolcott  suggested  that  the  legislators 
consider  "whether  an  inquiry  ought  not  to  be  instituted  into  the  condition,  management,  and  legal 
provisions  which  respect  New  Gate  Prison  and  whether  consistently  with  the  justice,  humanity,  and 
the  public  security,  some  beneficial  reforms  cannot  be  adopted."  Mercury,  Oct.  14, 1817.  According 
to  the  newspapers,  a  legislative  committee  reported  later  in  that  session  that  there  had  been  a  lack  of 
economy  in  administering  the  prison  and  presented  a  resolution  authorizing  the  controller  to  "let  the 
prison  to  the  lowest  bidder."  In  a  debate  on  October  28,  some  speakers  in  the  House  agreed  with  the 
committee  about  undue  expense  and  opined  that  the  prisoners'  labor  had  not  been  used  effectively; 
others  objected  to  the  report  as  being  "a  back  handed  censure  upon  the  overseers"  and  found  the 
resolution  itself  "not  sufficiently  guarded."  The  resolution  was  postponed,  but  related  issues 
surfaced  again  in  1818.  House  Proceedings  of  Oct.  27,  28,  29,  1817:  Herald,  Nov.  4,  11,  1817, 
Journal,  Nov.  11,  1817:5./?.,  XIX,  8n. 
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Whereas  the  returns  required  by  an  act  of  this  Assembly,  entitled  "An  act,  in 
addition  to  an  act  for  the  support  of  Literature  and  Religion,"  from  the  Society 
of  Congregationalists  in  the  town  of  Bristol,  which  list  was  made  out  and  trans- 
mitted agreeable  to  the  provisions  of  said  act,  has  been  lost,  and  has  not  been 
received  by  the  Treasurer;29 

Resolved,  that  the  Treasurer  be,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  and  directed  to 
receive  the  said  list  from  the  society  committee,  if  return  be  made  to  him  within 
ten  days  after  the  rising  of  this  Assembly,  and  distribute  to  said  Society  of  Bris- 
tol their  portion  of  the  monies  so  appropriated,  in  the  same  manner  as  they 
would  be  intitled  to  receive,  if  the  returns  had  been  received  within  the  time 
prescribed  by  law. 

Whereas  two  of  the  listers  of  the  town  of  Hartland  neglected  to  take  their 
oaths  of  office  before  the  first  day  of  July  1817,  according  to  law,  but  have 
since  taken  their  oaths,  and  have  proceeded  to  make  up  the  lists; 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  all  the  doings  of  said  listers  shall  be  as  valid 
as  though  they  had  taken  their  oaths  of  office  within  the  time  limited  by  law, 
any  law  or  usage  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Whereas  the  listers  of  the  town  of  Litchfield,  for  the  year  1815,  in  making 
and  returning  a  copy  of  the  list  of  said  town  to  the  Treasurer  of  this  State,  made 
a  mistake  by  returning  it  for  the  sum  of  $92,757.02,  when  it  ought  to  have  been 
but  $89,929. 14;  and  whereas  said  town  have  paid  a  state  tax  upon  said  errone- 
ous return,  to  the  amount  of  $28,27  more  than  they  ought  to; 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  the  Treasurer  be,  and  he  is  hereby  ordered 
and  directed  to  refund  to  said  town  the  said  sum  of  $28,27,  after  deducting  the 
school-money  which  they  have  received  upon  the  excess  of  said  erroneous 
return  and  to  correct  the  mistake  in  said  list. 

Whereas  the  listers  in  the  town  of  Union,  for  the  year  1816,  have  omitted  to 
return  to  the  Controller  of  public  accounts,  any  list  of  the  polls  in  said  town, 
which  for  that  year,  were  exempt  from  paying  taxes,  on  account  of  being 
equipped  and  doing  military  duty;  in  consequence  of  which  omission,  the 
school  society  in  said  town  cannot  by  law  receive  the  proportion  of  the  interest 
on  the  School  fund,  to  which  it  would  otherwise  have  been  entitled:30 


29.  For  the  October  1816  act  on  literature  and  religion,  see  above,  pp.  113-15,  1 13n. 

30.  School  societies  were  to  receive  their  portion  of  the  interest  based  on  the  latest  list  of  polls 
and  rateable  estates:  Stat.  Conn.,  1808,  p.  44. 
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Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  the  Controller  of  public  accounts  be,  and  he 
is  hereby  authorized  and  directed,  if  it  shall  be  presented  to  him  by  the  first  of 
March  next,  to  receive  the  list  of  polls  in  the  town  of  Union,  for  the  year  1816, 
which  were  exempt  from  taxes  on  account  of  being  equipped  and  doing  mili- 
tary duty;  and  on  the  receipt  thereof,  to  draw  on  the  Treasurer  for  the  amount  of 
interest  on  the  School-fund,  to  which  the  school  society  in  said  town  would 
have  been  entitled,  had  such  list  been  returned  according  to  law. 

Upon  the  petition  of  Elijah  Boardman  and  others,  shewing  to  this  Assembly, 
that  the  opening  of  a  Turnpike  road  from  the  west  line  of  this  State  to  the  toll 
bridge  near  the  centre  of  the  town  of  New-Milford,  so  as  to  form  a  continuation 
of  the  Phillipstown  Turnpike  road  to  said  town  of  New-Milford,  would  be  of 
great  public  benefit  to  the  people  of  this  State;  that  the  distance  from  the  place 
where  said  Phillipstown  Turnpike  road  is  to  strike  the  said  west  line  of  this 
State,  to  wit,  near  the  dwelling-house  of  Gideon  Wanzer,  through  the  town  of 
Sherman,  a  small  part  of  the  town  of  New-Fairfield,  at  the  northeast  corner  of 
the  same,  near  the  dwelling-house  of  John  Wanzer,  and  the  western  part  of  said 
town  of  New-Milford,  to  the  toll  bridge,  is  but  about  eight  miles  and  three  quar- 
ters, over  ground  on  which  a  good  and  durable  road  may  easily  be  made;  and 
praying  that  a  committee  may  be  appointed,  to  view  said  proposed  rout,  and  the 
grounds  adjacent  thereto,  and  if  they  judge  expedient,  to  lay  out  a  road,  assess 
damages,  and  fix  the  location  of  the  gates  on  said  road;  as  by  said  petition, 
dated  the  26th  day  of  April  1817,  at  large,  on  file  appears:  Which  said  petition 
having  been  duly  served  on  the  towns  of  New-Milford,  New-Fairfield  and 
Sherman,  was  returned  to  the  session  of  this  Assembly  held  in  May  1817,  and 
by  legal  continuance,  came  to  this  session,  public  notice  of  the  pendency 
thereof,  having  been  given  pursuant  to  the  order  of  the  General  Assembly;  and 
now  the  petitioners  appeared,  and  the  respondents  being  three  times  publickly 
called,  made  default  of  appearance;31 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  Nathaniel  Perry,  William  Meeker,  and  Philo 
Mills,  Esquires,  be,  and  they  hereby  are  appointed  a  committee,  at  the  expence 
of  the  petitioners,  to  view,  and  if  they  judge  expedient,  to  lay  out  a  road,  from, 
or  near  the  meeting-house  in  New-Milford,  to,  or  near  the  house  of  Gideon 
Wanzer  in  Sherman,  to  the  line  of  the  State  of  New-York,  to  strike  the 
Phillipstown  Turnpike,  without  reference  or  regard  to  the  intermediate  points 
designated  in  said  petition;  and  upon  giving  due  notice  thereof  by  publishing 


31.  For  the  initial  presentation  and  outcome  of  this  petition,  see  above,  pp.  217,  217n.  The 
Council  inserted  the  language  in  the  resolution  about  publishing  a  notice  in  a  Bridgeport 
newspaper;  the  House  agreed  with  this  change.  Archives,  Travel,  Ser.  2,  XIV,  54. 
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the  same  in  a  newspaper  printed  in  Bridgeport,  at  least  twenty  days  before  the 
time  of  the  meeting  of  the  committee  on  the  business  of  their  appointment,  to 
assess  the  damages  which  shall  be  done  to  individuals  through  whose  land  said 
road  may  pass,  and  make  report  to  the  next,  or  some  future  session  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly,  of  their  doings  in  the  premises,  together  with  the  number  of  Toll 
gates  which  they  shall  think  proper  to  establish  on  said  road,  and  the  places 
where  they  ought  to  be  erected. 

Upon  the  petition  of  Abel  Bennet  and  others,  shewing  to  this  Assembly,  that  by 
the  General  Assembly  holden  at  Hartford,  on  the  second  Thursday  of  May  1803, 
permission  was  granted  to  the  petitioners,  to  take  of  those  who  should  pass  their 
bridge  over  Ousatonic  river,  known  by  the  name  of  Bennet's  bridge,  a  certain  rate 
of  toll,  as  therein  set  forth,  shewing  also,  that  the  bridge  is  of  great  public  conve- 
nience, and  that  the  expence  of  building  it,  and  keeping  it  in  repair,  is  so  great,  that 
during  the  life  of  the  present  bridge,  with  the  rate  of  toll  so  established,  they  cannot 
reimburse  themselves  the  expenditures  of  building  and  repairing,  without  any  in- 
terest; and  praying  for  an  alteration  in  the  aforesaid  rate  of  toll.  This  petition  was 
brought  to  the  General  Assembly,  in  May  last,  and  thence  continued  to  the  present 
session,  with  an  order,  that  notice  of  the  pendency  thereof  should  be  published  in  a 
newspaper  printed  in  the  Borough  of  Bridgeport;  which  order  has  been  complied 
with;  and  the  petition  being  now  called,  and  there  appearing  no  opposition  to  the 
granting  thereof,  the  facts  being  also  found  true;32 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  the  following  rate  of  toll  be  established  on 
said  bridge,  viz.  cents — mills. 

Each  four  wheeled  pleasure  carriage, 
driver  and  passengers,  with  two 
horses,  25 

And  for  each  additional  horse,  three 

cents,  3 

Each  four  wheeled  pleasure  carriage  on 
springs,  or  with  a  spring  seat,  or  with 
cover,  drawn  by  one  beast,  12,5 

Each  chaise,  sulkey,  or  gig,  12,  5 

Each  mail-stage,  17 

Every  other  stage,  20 

Each  loaded  ox  cart,  sled,  or  waggon, 
and  driver,  drawn  by  any  number  of 
beasts  not  exceeding  five,  12,  5 


32.  For  the  initial  presentation  of  this  petition,  see  above,  pp.  222,  222n.  The  Council  inserted 
the  words  "with  a  spring  seat,  or"  and  "lumber"  in  the  list  of  tolls,  and  the  House  concurred  in  the 
changes.  Archives,  Travel.  Ser.  2,  III,  7. 
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And  for  each  additional  beast,  4 
Each  loaded  waggon  and  driver,  drawn 

by  two  horses,  12,5 

And  for  each  additional  horse,  2 
Each  empty  cart,  waggon,  or  sled,  and 

driver,  8 
Each  loaded  sleigh  and  driver,  drawn  by 

any  number  of  horses,  not  exceeding 

three,  12, 5 

Each  additional  horse,  4 

Each  em[p]ty  ditto  8 

Each  loaded  horse-cart,  6 

Empty  ditto  4 
Each  two  horse  pleasure  sleigh  and 

passengers,  12, 5 
Each  one  horse  pleasure  sleigh  and 

passengers,  6, 2 

Each  loaded  sleigh  drawn  by  one  horse,  6 

Empty  ditto  4 

Each  person  and  horse,  4 

Each  footman,  1 
Each  led,  or  drift  horse,  ox,  or  other  neat 

cattle,  1 

Each  sheep,  swine,  or  goat,  .5 

Each  one  horse  lumber  waggon,  6,  2 

General  Assembly,  October  Session  1817: 

Upon  the  petition  of  the  Chester  and  North  Killingworth  Turnpike  Com- 
pany, praying  for  certain  alterations  to  be  made  in  the  Turnpike  road  leading 
from  Chester  in  the  town  of  Saybrook,  to  North  Killingworth,  as  per  petition 
on  file,  dated  the  25th  day  of  April  1817:  Said  petition  having  been  com- 
menced at  the  last  session  of  said  Assembly,  and  continued  to  this  session  with 
an  order  of  notice  to  be  printed  in  the  Middlesex  Gazette,  three  weeks  succes- 
sively, at  least  six  weeks  before  the  October  session,  and  no  opposition  being 
made  thereto,33 


33.  For  the  initial  presentation  of  this  petition,  see  above,  pp.  218,  218n.  In  the  present 
resolution,  the  Council  deleted  the  words  "&  make  any  other  alterations  that  in  their  opinion  may 
accommodate  the  public"  after  "alterations  prayed  for  in  said  petition."  As  indicated  in  the  action 
immediately  following  this  one,  the  committee  appointed  here  reported  back  to  the  present  session. 
Their  full  report  was  initially  included  in  the  preamble  to  the  next  resolution,  but  the  Council 
substituted  the  present  language.  The  House  agreed  to  the  Council's  changes  in  both  cases. 
Archives,  Travel,  Ser.  2,  IX,  31-33. 
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Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  Eliphalet  Holmes,  Selden  Warner  and  Israel 
S.  Spencer,  Esquires,  be  a  committee  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  go,  at  the 
expence  of  the  petitioners,  and  view  said  Turnpike  road,  and  if  in  their  opinion, 
the  public  convenience  and  necessity  requires  it,  to  survey  and  lay  out  the  alter- 
ations prayed  for  in  said  petition,  and  make  their  report  to  this,  or  the  next 
session  of  the  General  Assembly. 

Upon  report  of  the  committee  appointed  at  the  present  session  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly,  on  the  petition  of  the  Chester  and  North  Killingworth  Turnpike 
Company,  to  view,  and  if  judged  necessary  and  expedient,  to  survey  and  lay  out 
certain  alterations  in  said  company's  road,  as  by  report,  dated  the  18th  day  of 
October  1817; 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  said  report  be,  and  hereby  is  accepted;  and 
that  the  same  be  entered  at  large  on  the  public  records  of  this  State; 

And  be  it  further  Resolved,  that  the  road  so  surveyed  and  altered  by  said 
committee,  be  established,  and  remain  an  open  public  highway,  at  and  after  the 
expiration  of  thirty  days  from  the  time  said  Turnpike  company  shall  pay  or 
cause  to  be  paid  or  tendered,  to  said  [sic]  Constant  Webb,  said  sum  of  ten  dol- 
lars, assessed  to  him  by  said  committee;  and  that  so  much  of  the  road  between 
the  first  and  last  monuments  erected  by  said  committee,  as  is  not  included 
within  the  limits  of  the  road  as  laid  out  and  altered  by  said  committee,  be,  and 
the  same  is  hereby  discontinued,  and  that  the  same  revert  to  the  original 
owners,  when  the  road  shall  be  wrought  in  the  place  where  now  laid. 

Upon  the  petition  of  Joseph  Cooke  and  others,  shewing  to  this  Assembly, 
that  anterior  to  the  year  1813,  sundry  resolves  were  passed  from  time  to  time, 
by  the  General  Assembly,  establishing  a  toll  on  the  Lottery  Bridge  at  Bridge- 
port, and  for  the  increase  of  said  toll,  &c,  and  providing  that  the  inhabitants 
living  within  half  a  mile  of  either  end  of  said  bridge,  should,  in  lieu  of  paying 
toll,  have  the  right  of  being  assessed  by  the  year,  by  the  commissioners  of  said 
bridge,  in  such  sum  or  sums,  as  said  commissioners  should  judge  just  and  rea- 
sonable; and  exempting  from  said  toll,  all  persons  going  to  public  worship,  on 
the  sabbath,  attending  funerals,  &c,  and  conditioned  among  other  things,  the 
said  bridge  should  be  kept  in  good  and  sufficient  repair;  and  that  in  October 
1 8 1 3,  a  grant  or  resolve  was  passed  by  the  General  Assembly,  so  modifying  the 
rule  of  assessment,  as  to  endanger  the  oppression  of  the  inhabitants  within  the 
limits  of  assessment,  and  containing  none  of  the  aforementioned  exemptions  in 
favour  of  persons  going  to  public  worship,  &c,  and  further  shewing,  that  said 
act  was  passed  without  due  notice  to  the  petitioners;  and  that  said  bridge  is,  and 
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for  a  long  time  has  been  much  out  of  repair,  and  dangerous  to  passengers;  and 
praying  relief  in  the  premises,  as  per  petition  on  file;34 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  towns  of  Stratford 
and  Fairfield,  be  allowed  to  pass  said  bridge  free  from  toll,  when  going  to  and 
returning  from  public  worship,  on  the  Lord's  day,  or  when  attending  funerals: 
And  that  hereafter  the  said  commissioners,  in  lieu  of  the  toll  payable  at  said 
bridge,  shall  annually  assess  upon  all  the  inhabitants  living  within  half  a  mile 
of  each  end  of  said  bridge,  such  a  sum  in  gross,  as,  considering  their  local  situa- 
tion, they  shall  judge  just  and  reasonable;  and  that  in  apportioning  such  sum 
among  said  inhabitants,  regard  shall  be  had  to  the  amount  and  manner  of  their 
passing  said  bridge;  and  that  said  inhabitants  may  elect  either  to  abide  by  such 
assessment,  or  pass  said  bridge  at  the  toll  provided  for  other  passengers;  and 
that  the  commissioners  appointed  from  time  to  time  on  said  bridge,  in  addition 
to  the  powers  already  vested  in  them,  be  authorized  and  empowered  to  order 
and  direct  the  gate  at  said  bridge,  to  be  set  open,  whenever  in  their  opinion,  the 
same  shall  be  out  of  repair:  Provided,  that  this  resolve  shall  remain  in  force 
during  the  pleasure  of  this  Assembly. 

Upon  the  petition  of  Nicoll  Fosdick  and  others,  shewing  to  this  Assembly, 
that  a  public  road  from  New-London  in  New-London  county,  to  Providence  in 
the  State  of  Rhode-Island  is  much  wanted;  that  no  convenient  and  direct  road 
between  the  towns  of  New-London  and  Providence  has  ever  been  made;  that 
the  town  of  Providence  has  lately  procured  to  be  laid  out,  a  turnpike  road  from 
Providence  to  Westerly  in  said  state,  to  make  which,  a  corporation  has  been 
constituted  by  said  state,  and  the  road  is  in  part  made;  that  said  road  will  be  of 
great  use  to  this  State,  and  particularly  to  New-London,  and  the  towns  east  of 
New-London,  if  connected  with  a  road  from  New-London  to  the  Rhode-Island 
line,  so  as  to  intersect  said  road;  praying  this  Assembly  to  appoint  a  committee 
to  enquire  into  the  facts  stated  in  said  petition,  adjudge  and  determine  whether 
a  road  will  be  of  great  public  utility,  and  on  finding  that  it  will  be,  to  lay  out  a 
road  from  Groton-Bank  to  the  Rhode-Island  line,  in  such  manner  and  in  such 
direction  as  to  intersect  said  turnpike  road  from  Providence  to  Westerly,  as  will 
best  accommodate  the  public,  and  least  incommode  private  property,  and  when 


34.  The  Bridgeport  Bridge  Company  had  been  established  in  1810  to  maintain  the  Lottery 
Bridge:  S.R.,  XV,  77-78, 77n.  For  the  1813  action  referenced  here,  see  S.R.,  XVI,  317-18.  The  full 
petition,  dated  September  26,  1817,  can  be  found  in  Archives,  Travel,  Ser.  2,  I,  42.  The  Council, 
while  granting  a  bill,  outlined  several  arrangements  that  were  incorporated  into  the  following 
resolution,  including  free  passage  to  and  from  worship  on  the  Sabbath,  the  setting  open  of  the 
bridge  when  it  was  out  of  repair,  and  the  mode  of  assessment. 
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laid,  to  incorporate  a  company  to  build  and  maintain  the  same,  with  the  privi- 
lege of  erecting  toll-gates  thereon,  and  invest  said  company  with  the  right  of 
collecting  toll  at  said  gates,  &c.  as  per  petition  and  citation  on  file,  dated  the 
9th  day  of  April  1817;  which  petition  was  brought  to  the  General  Assembly 
holden  at  Hartford  in  the  month  of  May  1817;  and  service  was  made  on  the 
towns  of  Groton,  Stonington  and  North-Stonington,  and  came  to  this  Assem- 
bly by  continuance,  with  an  order  of  notice,  and  now  the  respondents  were 
three  times  called  and  made  default  of  appearance  in  said  cause;35 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  Isaac  Spencer  2d,  Moses  Warren  and  Jacob 
B.  Gurley,  Esquires,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  appointed  a  committee,  at  the 
expence  of  the  petitioners,  to  view  the  aforesaid  rout,  and  if  they  deem  it  expe- 
dient, to  lay  out  a  road  touching  the  points  mentioned  in  said  petition;  and  to 
assess  damages  to  individuals,  first  giving  due  notice  of  the  time  and  place  of 
entering  upon  the  business  of  their  appointment,  to  one  or  more  of  the  select 
men  of  the  several  towns  through  which  said  road  will  pass,  and  also  set  up  a 
notification  in  writing,  on  the  sign-post  in  each  of  such  towns,  at  least  twenty 
days  before  they  enter  on  such  service;  and  make  report  of  their  doings  to  the 
next,  or  some  future  session  of  this  Assembly. 

Upon  the  report  of  Nathaniel  Roseter,  Moses  Warren  and  Shubael 
Griswold,  Esquires,  a  committee  appointed  by  the  Honourable  General  As- 
sembly, holden  at  Hartford  on  the  second  Thursday  of  May  last,  upon  the 
petition  of  Seth  Lathrop  and  others,  to  view  the  road  leading  from  New-Haven, 
by  the  way  of  Chapman's  Ferry,  to  Norwich  Landing  or  Chelsea,  and  if  they 
judged  expedient,  make  alterations,  and  survey  and  lay  out  a  more  direct  road 
over  said  course,  assess  damages,  and  make  report  to  this  Assembly;  which 
report  hath  been  made  to  this  Assembly,  and  upon  a  full  hearing  of  all  parties 
interested,  was  accepted,  and  the  road  established  as  a  public  highway,  so  far  as 
the  road  is  laid  out  west  of  Connecticut  river;  provided,  that  the  damages 
assessed,  be  paid,  and  bridges  on  the  road  erected,  and  made  by  a  Turnpike 
company  to  be  incorporated  for  that  purpose;  and  so  far  as  regards  the  road  east 
of  Connecticut  river,  the  said  report  was  not  accepted  or  approved;36 


35.  For  the  initial  presentation  of  this  petition,  see  above,  pp.  218,  218n.  In  the  resolution,  the 
Council  erased  the  words  "to  all  concerned"  after  "due  notice"  and  inserted  the  language,  "to  one  or 
more  of  the  select  men  .  .  .  enter  on  such  service."  The  House  agreed  with  this  alteration.  Travel, 
Archives,  Ser.  2,  XI,  52.  For  the  Assembly's  next  action  on  the  petition,  see  S.R.,  XIX,  97-98, 97n. 

36.  For  the  appointment  of  the  committee  reporting  here,  see  above,  pp.  218-19.  The 
recommendation  to  accept  one  part  of  the  report  and  reject  the  other  was  made  in  the  Council.  In 
addition,  the  Upper  House  changed  the  interest  rate  from  twelve  to  eight  per  cent  in  the  penultimate 
resolution  and  substituted  fifty  for  two  hundred  acres  in  the  final  resolution;  the  House  concurred  in 
these  changes.  A  lengthy  House  debate  on  the  bill  on  October  23  demonstrated  the  extent  to  which 
requests  for  corporate  privileges  could  stir  political  passions  and  engender  varying  definitions  of 
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Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  that  part  of  the  aforesaid  report  which  re- 
gards the  road  lying  on  the  west  side  of  Connecticut  river,  to  wit,  beginning  on 
the  east  line  of  Olive  Street  in  the  City  of  New-Haven,  and  ending  at  Chap- 
man's Ferry  on  Connecticut  river,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  established,  and 
ordered  to  be  recorded  in  the  public  records  of  this  State;  and  the  said  road  so 
accepted  and  approved,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  established  as  an  open 
public  highway,  and  to  be  used  and  improved  as  such,  within  ninety  days  after 
the  aforesaid  damages  assessed  to  individuals,  shall  have  been  paid  by  a  com- 
pany to  be  formed  to  make  said  road  and  bridges  and  keep  the  same  in  repair; 
provided,  however,  that  unless  said  company  is  formed,  and  said  damages  paid 
within  one  year  from  the  rising  of  this  Assembly,  said  road  so  laid  out,  shall  not 
be  deemed  a  public  highway;  but  shall,  in  all  respects,  be  and  remain  in  the 
same  situation,  as  if  said  report  had  never  been  made,  accepted,  or  approved. 

Be  it  further  Resolved,  that  Elizur  Dudley,  Heman  Hotchkiss,  and  John 
Rowe,  together  with  such  other  persons  as  shall  hereafter  associate  with  them, 
their  successors,  heirs  and  assigns,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  constituted  a  corpo- 
ration by  the  name  of  The  Dragon  Turnpike  Company;  and  by  that  name  to 
sue  and  be  sued;  to  appoint  such  officers,  to  ordain  and  establish  such  by-laws 
as  shall  be  necessary  for  the  government  of  said  company,  and  the  raising  of 
such  sums  of  money  as  may  be  necessary  to  carry  into  effect,  the  object  of  said 
company;  provided,  however,  that  said  by-laws  shall  not  be  inconsistent  with 
the  laws  of  this  State,  or  the  United  States;  and  provided,  that  said  officers  so 
appointed,  shall  hold  their  offices  till  others  are  appointed  in  their  stead. 

And  be  it  further  Resolved,  that  the  first  meeting  of  said  company,  shall  be 
held  at  such  house  in  Dragon,  and  at  such  time  as  shall  be  fixed  by  the  Judge  of 
the  county  court  for  the  county  of  New-Haven;  of  which,  notice  shall  be  given 
in  one  or  more  newspapers  published  in  the  City  of  New-Haven,  at  least  three 
weeks  before  the  time  of  holding  such  meeting;  and  the  annual  and  other  meet- 
ings of  such  company,  for  the  choice  of  the  necessary  officers,  making  and 
establishing  the  necessary  by-laws,  ordinances,  and  regulations,  shall  from 
time  to  time,  be  held  at  such  time  and  place,  and  be  warned  in  such  manner,  as 
said  company  shall  direct;  and  the  members  of  said  company  shall  have  as 
many  votes  in  such  meetings,  as  they  hold  shares  in  said  company. 

Be  it  further  Resolved,  that  there  shall  be  two  hundred  and  fifty  shares  in 
said  company,  and  as  soon  as  said  company  shall  have  paid  said  damages,  built 
the  necessary  bridges,  put  said  road  in  good  repair;  said  company  shall  have  a 
right  to  collect  such  toll  at  such  gates,  and  with  such  exemptions  as  shall 


the  public  interest;  the  issues  discussed  ranged  from  general  concerns  about  the  expediency  of 
additional  incorporated  turnpikes  to  conflicts  over  the  interests  of  specific  towns,  individual 
landowners,  and  corporate  proprietors.  Travel,  Archives,  Ser.  2,  X,  7-8;  Journal,  Oct.  28,  Nov.  4, 
\%\l\Herald,  Oct.  28, 1817.  According  to  Wood,  Turnpikes  (p.  409),  this  turnpike  was  never  built. 
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hereafter  be  established  by  the  Assembly:  Provided,  however,  that  the  bridge 
over  Mill  river,  shall  be  so  built,  that  the  elevation  of  the  under  side  of  that  part 
of  said  bridge  over  the  channel  of  said  river,  shall  be,  at  least,  five  feet  above 
high-water  mark,  at  ordinary  spring  tides;  and  provided,  that  the  space  or 
spaces  left  for  the  passage  of  the  water  under  said  bridge,  shall  be,  at  least, 
equal  to  one  hundred  and  twenty  feet  in  the  whole;  and  provided,  that  the  chan- 
nel of  said  river  be  left  clear  for  the  passage  of  scows  and  other  boats. 

And  be  it  further  Resolved,  that  said  company  shall  at  all  times,  and  at  their 
own  expence,  keep  the  road  and  the  bridges  to  be  by  them  built,  in  good  repair, 
so  long  as  they  shall  receive  toll,  subject  to  the  inspection  of  such  commission- 
ers as  may  hereafter  be  appointed:  And  when,  and  so  soon  as  the  toll  which 
shall  hereafter  be  laid  by  the  General  Assembly,  shall  reimburse  to  the  said 
company,  their  successors,  heirs  and  assigns,  the  sums  by  them  advanced  for 
paying  and  discharging  said  damages,  making  said  road,  building  said  bridges, 
and  keeping  said  road  and  bridges  in  good  and  complete  repair,  together  with 
an  interest  of  eight  per  cent  per  annum,  the  said  road  and  bridges  shall  be  and 
remain  discharged  from  said  toll,  excepting  so  far  as  the  Assembly  shall  then 
order  to  keep  them  in  good  repair. 

And  be  it  further  Resolved,  that  said  company  have  liberty,  and  they  are 
hereby  authorized  to  purchase  and  hold  lands,  not  exceeding  fifty  acres.  And 
all  rights  and  shares  in  said  Turnpike,  and  all  property  that  shall  be  vested 
therein,  or  appurtenant  thereto,  and  belonging  to  said  company,  shall  be  con- 
sidered, and  is  hereby  declared  to  be  personal  estate.  And  the  shares  in  said 
company  shall  be  transferable  only  on  the  books  of  said  company,  and  in  such 
manner  as  said  company  shall,  by  their  by-laws,  direct;  provided,  however,  that 
unless  said  company  make  and  repair  said  road  and  bridges,  to  the  acceptance 
of  the  commissioners  who  may  hereafter  be  appointed  on  said  road,  within  two 
years  from  the  1st  of  April  next,  said  grant  shall  be  void,  and  the  report  of  said 
committee,  be  deemed  and  held,  as  though  never  made,  accepted  or  approved. 

Upon  the  petition  of  John  Norton  and  others,  shewing  to  this  Assembly,  that 
the  road  from  the  town  of  Plymouth,  through  the  town  of  Wolcott  to  New 
Haven,  is  rough  and  hilly,  and  that  a  good  road  might  be  made  from  the  town  of 
Plymouth,  through  Wolcott,  to  fall  into  the  New-Haven  and  Cheshire  Turnpike 
road  somewhere  in  Cheshire  or  Hamden;  and  praying,  that  a  committee  may  be 
appointed  to  view,  and  if  they  judge  expedient,  lay  out  a  road  as  aforesaid, 
assess  damages,  and  fix  the  location  of  the  gates  on  said  road,  as  by  said  peti- 
tion, dated  the  18th  day  of  September  1816,  at  large,  on  file  appears:  which 
said  petition  having  been  duly  served  on  the  towns  of  Southington,  Cheshire, 
Hamden,  Plymouth,  Wolcott  and  Waterbury,  was  returned  to  the  session  of  this 
Assembly  held  in  October  1816,  and  by  legal  continuance  came  to  this  session, 
public  notice  of  the  pendency  thereof,  having  been  given  pursuant  to  the  order 
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of  the  General  Assembly;  and  now  the  petitioners  appeared,  and  the  respon- 
dents being  three  times  publicly  called,  made  default  of  appearance;37 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  Roger  Whittlesey,  Amasa  Bradley  and 
Samuel  Cook,  Esquires,  be,  and  they  hereby  are  appointed  a  committee,  at  the 
expence  of  the  petitioners,  to  view  the  aforesaid  rout,  and  if  they  judge  it  expe- 
dient, to  lay  out  a  road  from  the  Turnpike  road  leading  from  Hartford  to 
Danbury,  in  the  town  of  Plymouth,  through  the  town  of  Wolcott,  to  fall  into  the 
New-Haven  and  Cheshire  Turnpike  road  either  in  Cheshire  or  Hamden,  to 
assess  the  damages  which  shall  be  done  to  the  individuals  through  whose  land 
said  road  may  pass,  and  make  report  to  the  next,  or  some  future  session  of  the 
General  Assembly,  of  their  doings  in  the  premises,  together  with  the  number  of 
toll  gates  which  they  shall  think  proper  to  establish  on  said  road,  and  the  places 
where  they  ought  to  be  erected. 

Upon  the  petition  of  Obadiah  Platts  and  others,  praying  for  a  Turnpike  road 
from  Pettipauge  point,  through  North-Killingworth  to  the  stage  road  in 
Guilford,  as  per  petition  on  file,  dated  the  28th  day  of  April  1817:  said  petition 
was  brought  at  the  last  session  of  said  Assembly,  and  continued  to  the  present, 
with  an  order  of  notice  to  be  printed  in  the  Middlesex  Gazette,  three  weeks  suc- 
cessively, at  least  six  weeks  before  the  present  session;  and  the  respondents 
being  three  times  publicly  called  and  defaulted;38 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  Shubael  Griswold,  George  Washington 
Stanley  and  Josiah  Griffin,  Esquires,  be  a  committee,  to  go  out  at  the  expence 
of  the  petitioners,  to  enquire  into  the  facts  stated  in  said  petition,  and  the  expe- 
diency of  the  road  therein  proposed,  and  report  make,  with  their  opinion,  to  the 
General  Assembly  in  May  next. 

Upon  the  memorial  of  Mary  Dwight  of  New-Haven,  in  behalf  of  herself  and 
associates,  praying  this  Assembly,  that  they  might,  for  reasons  fully  set  forth  in 
their  memorial,  be  incorporated,  as  per  memorial  on  file;39 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  Mary  Dwight  and  others  who  have,  or  may 
hereafter  associate  themselves,  for  the  purpose  of  furnishing  aid  to  indigent 


37.  For  the  Assembly's  earlier  actions  on  this  matter  and  its  outcome,  see  above,  pp.  137-38, 
138n,  219.  A  fair  copy  of  the  resolution  contains  a  notation  indicating  that  it  says  nothing  about 
giving  public  notice  and  that  the  committee  would  have  to  do  so  as  it  proceeded.  Archives,  Travel, 
Ser.  2,  XVII,  86. 

38.  For  the  initial  presentation  of  this  petition  and  its  outcome,  see  above,  pp.  219-20,  220n. 
During  the  drafting  process,  the  legislators  substituted  Josiah  Griffin  for  Ichabod  L.  Skinner  on  the 
committee.  Archives,  Travel,  Ser.  2,  XV,  27. 

39.  For  the  petition,  dated  October  1816,  see  Archives,  Corporations,  II,  47;  signed  by  Dwight 
as  president,  it  stated  that  182  persons  had  associated  for  the  purposes  stated  in  the  first  resolution 
below.  The  Council  added  the  words  "three  thousand"  in  a  blank  in  the  first  resolution  and  appended 
the  final  proviso  to  the  bill;  the  House  concurred  with  these  changes:  ibid.,  doc.  48. 
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young  men,  of  piety  and  promising  talents,  in  obtaining  an  education  for  the 
gospel  ministry,  be,  and  are  hereby  created  and  made  a  body  corporate,  by  the 
name  and  title  of  the  Female  Education  Society  of  New-Haven;  and  by  that 
name  shall  be,  and  are  hereby  made  capable  in  law,  to  have,  purchase,  receive, 
possess,  and  enjoy,  to  themselves  and  their  successors,  estate  real  and  personal, 
of  any  kind,  or  quality  whatever,  to  the  amount  of  three  thousand  dollars,  and 
the  same  to  sell,  grant  or  aliene;  and  by  the  same  name,  to  sue  and  be  sued, 
plead  and  be  impleaded,  defend  and  be  defended,  in  all  courts  in  this  State;  and 
to  ordain  and  carry  into  effect  such  by-laws  and  regulations  as  shall  be  deemed 
necessary  or  useful  for  the  well  ordering  and  governing  the  affairs  of  the  said 
corporation,  not  repugnant  to  the  charter  and  laws  of  this  State,  or  the  constitu- 
tion and  laws  of  the  United  States. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved,  that  the  first  meeting  of  said  society,  shall  be 
called  by  any  two  of  their  number,  by  giving  notice  in  one  of  the  public  news- 
papers in  said  New-Haven,  of  the  time  and  place  of  meeting,  at  least  fourteen 
days  before  the  day  fixed  for  said  first  meeting;  and  at  any  legal  meeting  of  said 
society,  they  shall  have  power  to  constitute  and  appoint  such  officers  as  they 
may  deem  necessary  for  the  well  ordering  the  concerns  of  said  society,  who 
shall  hold  their  said  offices  until  others  shall  be  legally  chosen  to  fill  their 
places:  Provided,  however,  that  this  resolve  shall  be  amended,  altered,  or  re- 
pealed, at  the  pleasure  of  the  General  Assembly. 

Whereas  a  number  of  persons  in  the  County  of  Hartford  have  associated  to- 
gether for  the  promotion  of  agriculture  and  rural  economy,  and  have  signed  the 
following  articles  of  association,  viz.40 

Sec.  1.  The  objects  of  this  society,  are  the  promotion  and  improvement  of 
agriculture  and  rural  economy. 

Sec.  2.  Every  member  of  this  society  shall  subscribe  these  articles,  or  a  copy 
thereof,  and  pay  at  the  time  of  subscribing,  one  dollar,  to  the  Treasurer  for  the 
use  of  the  society;  he  shall  also  pay  in  like  manner,  on  or  before  the  second 
Tuesday  of  October  annually,  one  dollar,  so  long  as  he  continues  a  member; 
and  whenever  a  member  chooses  to  withdraw,  he  shall  have  liberty  so  to  do,  on 
giving  notice  in  writing  to  the  recording  Secretary,  and  paying  all  arrearages 
and  dues,  including  the  then  current  year. 


40.  For  current  legislative  efforts  to  promote  agricultural  societies  in  the  state,  see  the  general 
resolution  above,  pp.  xlvi,  268-69,  268n.  As  indicated  here,  the  Hartford  County  society  was  organized 
on  October  7,  1817,  with  Andrew  Kingsbury  as  president;  its  petition,  dated  October  23  and  presented 
by  agent  Michael  Olcott,  was  referred  to  the  same  committee  that  drafted  the  resolution.  Archives, 
Industry,  Ser.  2, 1,  54;  see  also  Articles  of  Association  and  By-Laws  of  the  Hartford  County  Agriculture 
Society  (Hartford,  1817),  which  includes  a  list  of  the  society's  officers  and  committee  members. 
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Sec.  3.  The  officers  of  the  society  shall  consist  of  a  President,  two  Vice  Pres- 
idents, a  corresponding  Secretary,  a  Recording  Secretary,  a  Treasurer,  and  an 
Auditor,  to  be  chosen  by  ballot;  and  such  other  officers  as  the  by-laws  of  the  so- 
ciety shall  direct. 

Sec.  4.  The  first  meeting  of  the  society  shall  be  holden  at  the  State  House  in 
Hartford,  on  Tuesday,  the  7th  day  of  October  1817;  at  which  meeting,  and  at 
any  future  stated  meeting  of  the  society,  the  members  present,  shall  have  power 
to  make  such  by-laws  and  regulations  as  they  shall  deem  expedient,  for  carry- 
ing into  effect  the  objects  of  the  society. 

Sec.  5.  No  salary  or  other  pecuniary  reward  shall  be  allowed  to  any  officer, 
or  committee  of  the  society,  for  discharging  their  official  duties. 

And  whereas  the  said  society  met  at  Hartford,  on  the  7th  day  of  October  1817, 
and  were  then  and  there  organized,  agreeably  to  said  articles;  now  to  extend  as 
much  as  possible  the  public  benefits  of  said  society,  and  render  them  permanent; 

Resolved,  that  those  who  have  subscribed  the  said  articles,  and  who  may 
hereafter  subscribe  them,  shall  be,  and  are  hereby  constituted  a  body  politic 
and  corporate,  by  the  name  of  The  Hartford  County  Agricultural  Society; 
to  be  governed  and  regulated  by  the  aforesaid  articles;  and  by  that  name,  shall 
be  capable  in  law,  to  hold  property  of  any  nature,  to  an  amount  not  exceeding 
twenty  thousand  dollars,  and  manage,  dispose  of,  and  aliene  the  same  at  plea- 
sure; to  sue  and  be  sued;  to  plead  and  be  impleaded,  in  any  courts  whatever;  to 
have  and  use  a  common  seal,  such  as  may  be  agreed  upon  by  the  corporation;  to 
make  and  carry  into  effect,  such  by-laws  and  regulations  as  may  be  deemed  ex- 
pedient to  manage  the  affairs  and  effect  the  objects  of  the  society,  not 
repugnant  to  this  act,  or  the  laws  of  this  State,  or  of  the  United  States;  and  gen- 
erally, to  do  any  act  appertaining  to  the  business  of  the  society. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved,  that  the  proceedings  of  the  meeting  of  said  society 
holden  on  the  7th  day  of  October  1817,  be  binding  upon  the  society,  in  the  same 
manner  as  though  they  were  had  by  the  corporation  after  the  passing  of  this  act: 
Provided  nevertheless,  that  this  grant  be  not  in  force  until  adopted  by  the  said  soci- 
ety, at  a  regular  meeting,  as  the  basis  of  their  future  proceedings:  Provided  also, 
that  this  grant  may  be  altered,  or  repealed,  at  any  time,  by  the  General  Assembly. 

Upon  the  memorial  of  Walter  Mitchell,  Thomas  Day  and  others,  shewing, 
that  they  contemplate  the  establishment  of  a  Law  Library  in  the  City  of  Hart- 
ford for  their  mutual  benefit,  and  praying  for  an  act  of  incorporation,  as  per 
memorial  on  file,  dated  October  22d  1817;41 


41.  For  the  full  petition,  see  Archives,  Corporations,  I,  61.  In  October  1818  the  Assembly 
passed  a  general  incorporation  act  for  library  companies:  S.R.,  XIX,  376,  376n. 
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Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  the  said  Walter  Mitchell,  Thomas  Day  and 
all  others  who  are,  or  shall  hereafter  become  associated  with  them,  be,  and  they 
hereby  are,  made  and  established  a  body  politic  and  corporate,  by  the  name  of 
The  Law  Library  Company;  and  by  that  name  may  sue  and  be  sued,  and  have 
perpetual  succession;  and  said  company  may  have  and  use  a  common  seal,  and 
may  alter  the  same  at  pleasure;  may  take,  hold  and  enjoy  personal  estate  to  any 
amount,  not  exceeding  five  thousand  dollars;  and  may  make  by-laws  and  ordi- 
nances for  the  government  and  due  regulation  of  the  concerns  of  said  company; 
particularly  relative  to  the  election  or  appointment  of  such  officers  and  agents 
as  said  company  may  deem  necessary  and  proper;  relative  to  the  division  of  the 
capital  stock  into  shares,  the  mode  of  transfer,  the  assessments  upon  the  stock- 
holders, and  the  forfeitures  for  non  payment;  relative  also  to  the  use  of  the 
company's  books  and  other  property,  and  the  fines  and  penalties  to  be  inflicted 
for  any  injury  to,  or  loss,  destruction,  or  undue  detention  of  the  same.  And  the 
first  meeting  of  said  company  shall  be  held  at  Hartford,  in  the  month  of  De- 
cember next,  at  such  time  and  place  as  shall  be  designated  for  that  purpose  by 
the  said  Mitchell  and  Day;  and  thereafter  the  annual  and  special  meetings  of 
said  company,  shall  be  held  at  such  time  and  place,  and  on  such  notice  as  said 
company  shall  prescribe:  Provided  this  grant  may  at  any  time,  be  altered  or  re- 
voked by  the  General  Assembly. 

Upon  the  memorial  of  Gideon  Piatt,  shewing  to  this  Assembly,  that  he  now 
belongs  to  the  town  and  Society  of  Waterbury,  and  for  the  reasons  therein  set 
forth,  praying  to  be  annexed  to  the  town  and  Society  of  Middlebury,  as  by  peti- 
tion on  file,  dated  27th  of  September  1817;42 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  that  part  of  the  town  and  Society  of  Waterbury 
lying  on  the  westerly  side  of  a  line,  beginning  at  a  town  monument  1 12  rods 
northward  of  Union  Bridge,  so  called,  and  thence  running  south  29°  East  three 
hundred  seventeen  rods  to  Salem  Society  line,  and  then  west  4°  north,  one  hun- 
dred twenty  three  rods  to  an  ancient  monument  between  the  towns  of  Waterbury 
and  Middlebury,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  annexed  to  the  town  and  Society  of 
Middlebury,  and  shall  hereafter,  to  all  legal  purposes  whatever,  be  deemed  a  part 
of  the  town  and  Society  of  Middlebury,  any  law  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Upon  the  petition  of  Joseph  Bishop,  Edward  Lattimer  and  John  Fitch  as 
they  are  a  committee  of  Chesterfield  Society  in  the  county  of  New-London, 
shewing  to  this  Assembly,  that  said  society  is  a  society  of  the  Presbyterian  or 


42.  For  Piatt's  petition,  stressing  the  difficulty  of  traveling  to  meeting  places  in  Waterbury,  see 
Archives,  Towns  and  Lands,  Ser.  2,  III,  58. 
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Congregational  denomination  of  christians  established  by  law;  that  through 
misapprehension,  said  committee,  by  mistake,  omitted  to  return  the  amount  of 
the  list  of  said  society  to  the  Treasurer  of  this  State,  within  the  time  prescribed 
by  law,  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  said  society  to  receive  their  proportion  of 
the  monies  appr[opr]iated  for  the  encouragement  of  literature  and  religion,  by 
the  statute  in  such  case  provided,  praying  this  Assembly  to  authorize  and  direct 
the  Treasurer  of  this  State  to  receive  the  returns  of  the  list  of  said  society  in  the 
general  list,  on  which  a  dividend  of  said  monies  shall  be  made,  as  by  said  peti- 
tion on  file,  dated  October  21st  1817;43 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  be,  and  he  is 
hereby  authorized  and  directed  to  receive  said  return  of  the  list  of  said  Society 
of  Chesterfield,  and  to  include  the  amount  of  said  list  in  the  general  list  on 
which  a  dividend  of  said  monies  shall  be  made,  in  the  same  manner  as  if  the 
same  had  been  returned  within  the  time  prescribed  by  law;  provided  said  re- 
turns shall  be  made  before  the  rising  of  this  Assembly. 

Upon  the  petition  of  Tomkins  Close  and  Charles  Rundle  of  Greenwich  and 
County  of  Fairfield,  being  a  majority  of  the  committee  of  the  Presbyterian  or 
Congregational  Society  of  Stanwich  in  this  State,  shewing,  that  they  omitted  to 
make  up  the  amount  of  the  polls  and  rateable  estate  of  said  society,  agreeably  to 
a  certain  statute  law  of  this  State,  entitled  "an  act  in  addition  to  an  act,  entitled 
an  act  for  the  support  of  literature  and  religion";  that  they  had  no  knowledge  of 
said  act,  until  the  6th  of  instant  October;  that  immediately  thereafter,  they 
made  out  and  transmitted  a  return  of  said  polls  and  rateable  estate  of  said  soci- 
ety to  the  Treasurer  of  this  State,  who  refused  to  receive  the  same,  praying 
relief  in  the  premises,  as  per  petition  on  file; 

Resolved,  that  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  be  authorized,  and  he  hereby  is  di- 
rected to  receive  the  return  of  said  society,  and  to  add  the  amount  of  the  polls 
and  rateable  estate  of  said  society  to  the  amount  of  polls  and  rateable  estate  al- 
ready returned  to  him  in  conformity  to  said  act,  and  to  pay  to  said  society  any 
sum  or  sums  of  money  to  which  they  may  be  entitled  by  virtue  of  said  act,  ac- 
cording to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  thereof. 

Upon  the  petition  of  Levi  Frisbie,  Thomas  Grannis,  and  Orren  Potter,  as 
they  are  a  committee  of  the  Society  of  Milton  in  the  county  of  Litchfield, 
shewing  to  this  Assembly,  that  said  society  is  a  society  of  the  Presbyterian  or 
Congregational  denomination  of  christians  established  by  law;  that  through 


43.  For  the  October  1 8 1 6  act  on  literature  and  religion,  arrangements  in  which  are  referenced  in 
this  and  the  following  four  resolutions,  see  above,  pp.  113-15,  1 13n. 
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misapprehension,  said  committee,  by  mistake  omitted  to  return  the  amount  of 
the  list  of  said  society  to  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  within  the  time  prescribed 
by  law,  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  said  society  to  receive  their  proportion  of 
the  monies  appropriated  for  the  encouragement  of  literature  and  religion  by  the 
statute  in  such  case  provided,  praying  this  Assembly  to  authorize  and  direct  the 
Treasurer  of  this  State  to  receive  the  returns  of  the  list  of  said  society,  if  pre- 
sented within  a  reasonable  time,  and  to  include  the  amount  of  said  list  in  the 
general  list,  on  which  a  dividend  of  the  monies  shall  be  made,  as  by  petition  on 
file,  dated  October  22d  1 8 1 7. 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  be,  and  he  is 
hereby  authorized  and  directed  to  receive  said  returns  of  the  list  of  said  society 
of  Milton,  and  to  include  the  amount  of  said  list  in  the  general  list  on  which  a 
dividend  of  said  monies  shall  be  made,  in  the  same  manner  as  if  the  same  had 
been  returned  within  the  time  prescribed  by  law;  provided  said  returns  shall  be 
made  before  the  rising  of  this  Assembly. 

Upon  the  petition  of  James  Stevens,  as  the  agent  of  Benjamin  Weed,  John 
Augur  and  Ezekiel  Scofield,  all  of  Stamford  in  Fairfield  County,  shewing  to 
this  Assembly,  that  said  Weed,  Augur  and  Scofield  are  a  majority  of  the  com- 
mittee of  the  ecclesiastical  Society  in  North-Stamford;  that  they  omitted  to 
make  up  the  amount  of  the  list  of  said  society  agreeably  to  law,  and  to  transmit 
the  same  to  the  Treasurer  of  this  State,  not  having  a  knowledge  of  the  law  re- 
quiring the  same,  praying  relief  in  the  premises,  as  per  said  petition  on  file; 

Resolved,  that  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  be,  and  he  hereby  is  authorized  and 
directed  to  receive  the  return  of  the  polls  and  rateable  estate  of  said  society,  in 
the  same  manner  as  if  the  same  had  been  made  to  him  within  the  time  pre- 
scribed by  law,  and  to  add  the  amount  of  the  polls  and  rateable  estate  of  said 
society  to  the  amount  of  the  polls  and  rateable  estate  already  returned  to  said 
Treasurer,  in  conformity  to  the  statute  of  this  State,  entitled  "an  act  in  addition 
to  an  act,  entitled  an  act  for  the  support  of  literature  and  religion";  and  that  said 
Treasurer  pay  to  said  society  any  sum  or  sums  of  money  to  which  they  may  be 
entitled  by  virtue  of  said  act,  in  the  same  manner  as  if  said  society  had,  in  all 
respects,  complied  with  the  requirements  thereof. 

Upon  the  petition  of  David  M.  Cook  and  Benajah  Moss  as  they  are  a 
majority  of  the  committee  of  Wells  Society  in  the  town  of  Wallingford  in  New- 
Haven  county,  shewing  to  this  Assembly,  that  said  society  is  a  society  of  the 
Presbyterian  or  congregational  denomination  of  christians  established  by  law; 
that  through  misapprehension,  said  committee,  by  mistake,  omitted  to  return 
the  amount  of  the  list  of  said  society  to  the  Treasurer  of  this  State,  within  the 
time  prescribed  by  law,  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  said  society  to  receive  their 
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proportion  of  the  monies  appropriated  for  the  encouragement  of  literature  and 
religion,  by  the  statute  in  such  case  provided;  praying  this  Assembly  to  autho- 
rize and  direct  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  to  receive  the  returns  of  the  list  of  said 
society,  if  presented  within  a  reasonable  time,  and  to  include  the  amount  of 
said  list  in  the  general  list,  on  which  a  dividend  of  said  monies  shall  be  made,  as 
by  petition  on  file,  dated  October  14th  1817; 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  the  Treasurer  of  this  State,  be,  and  he  is 
hereby  authorized  and  directed  to  receive  said  returns  of  the  list  of  said  society 
of  Wells,  and  to  include  the  amount  of  said  list  in  the  general  list,  on  which  a 
dividend  of  said  monies  shall  be  made,  in  the  same  manner,  as  if  the  same  had 
been  returned  within  the  time  prescribed  by  law;  provided  said  returns  shall  be 
made  before  the  rising  of  this  Assembly. 

Upon  the  memorial  of  Thomas  Bull,  shewing  to  this  Assembly,  that  about 
the  year  1797,  he  became  a  proprietor  in  the  tract  of  land  commonly  called  the 
Connecticut  Gore,  for  which  he  paid  the  sum  of  thirty  three  thousand  dollars; 
that  he  has  wholly  failed  in  his  endeavours  to  obtain  the  possession  of  said 
land,  and  that  by  reason  of  his  interest  in  said  lands  he  has  suffered  a  loss  of 
twenty  three  thousand  five  hundred  dollars;  shewing  also,  that  he  is  advanced 
in  life,  and  has  a  large  family  dependant  on  him  for  support;  that  he  is  indebted 
to  the  State  of  Connecticut  in  about  the  sum  of  twenty  three  thousand  dollars, 
part  of  which  is  secured  by  the  bond  of  the  memorialist  with  Michael  Bull  as 
his  surety,  and  the  whole  of  which  debt  is  secured  also  by  a  mortgage  of  lands 
lying  within  the  States  of  Connecticut,  Massachusetts  and  Ohio;  that  about  one 
thousand  five  hundred  dollars  of  said  debt  is  for  interest  already  accrued,  and 
which  he  is  wholly  unable  to  pay;  and  that  the  bonds  securing  said  debt  are 
either  in  suit  or  in  judgement,  and  the  memorialist  is  liable  to  be  imprisoned 
therefor;  and  the  lands  so  mortgaged,  cannot  be  sold  by  reason  of  the 
incumbrances  aforesaid,  and  that  he  has  very  little  other  estate  to  satisfy  the 
debt  aforesaid;  praying  that  the  Commissioner  of  the  School  Fund  may  be 
impowered  to  accept  and  receive  of  the  memorialist  real  estate  in  satisfaction 
of  all,  or  a  part  of  said  debt,  either  at  the  appraisal  of  indifferent  persons,  under 
oath,  with  the  addition  of  two  thousand  dollars,  or  on  such  other  terms  as  may 
be  agreed  upon  between  the  Commissioner  of  the  School  Fund  and  the 
memorialist,  as  by  said  memorial  on  file  will  appear; 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  the  Commissioner  of  the  School  Fund  be, 
and  he  is  hereby  authorized  to  accept  of  satisfaction  in  real  estate,  for  the  debt 
due  to  the  School  fund  from  the  petitioner,  if  it  be  on  such  terms  as  he  shall 
think  best  for  the  interest  of  this  State. 
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Upon  the  petition  of  James  Johnston,  Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  the 
Commissioner  of  the  School  Fund  be,  and  he  is  hereby  required  to  fund  the  ar- 
rears of  interest  on  the  bond  of  said  James  Johnston  to  the  School  Fund,  which 
is  now  due  and  owing  to  the  first  day  of  September  1817;  provided  said 
Johnston  procure  good  bonds  secured  by  mortgages  on  the  principles  of  the 
School  Fund,  and  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  said  commissioner,  said  Johnston  to 
pay  the  cost  of  a  suit  which  has  been  instituted  against  him. 

Upon  the  petition  of  Jared  Comstock  and  others,  the  civil  authority,  select- 
men and  listers  of  the  town  of  Montville,  shewing  to  this  Assembly,  that 
through  mistake  they  omitted  to  make  the  abatement  of  the  tenth  part  of  the 
polls  of  said  town  according  to  law,  on,  or  before  the  first  Thursday  in  October, 
but  did  meet  and  make  said  abatement  on  the  sixth  day  of  said  month,  praying 
this  Assembly  to  ratify  their  doings,  and  make  the  same  valid  as  though  said 
abatement  had  been  made  within  the  time  by  law  limited  therefor,  as  per  peti- 
tion on  file,  dated  October  6th  1817; 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  the  prayer  of  said  petition,  be,  and  the  same 
is  hereby  granted,  and  that  the  abatement  made  by  the  civil  authority,  select- 
men and  listers  of  the  town  of  Montville,  of  one  tenth  part  of  the  polls  in  said 
town,  made  on  the  6th  day  of  October  instant,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  rati- 
fied, and  made  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  as  valid  as  though  said  abatement 
had  been  made  according  to  the  law  in  such  case  made  and  provided. 

Upon  the  petition  of  Abijah  B.  Curtis,  Marcus  Botsford  and  Amos 
Skidmore  of  Newtown,  Fairfield  county,  shewing  to  this  Assembly,  that  they 
are  selectmen  of  said  town;  that  Charles  Sherman,  an  Indian  of  the  Golden  Hill 
tribe,  in  Stratford  in  said  county,  by  accident  broke  his  leg  in  said  Newtown, 
and  being  poor  and  destitute,  and  unable  to  support  himself,  was  supported  by 
the  selectmen  of  said  town  for  the  time  being,  that  said  Indian  is  not  by  the  laws 
of  this  State,  a  settled  inhabitant  of  any  town  therein,  in  such  manner  as  to 
render  such  town  liable  for  his  support,  but  is  to  all  intents  and  purposes  a  state 
pauper;  that  said  town  of  Newtown  expended  the  sum  of  seventy  six  dollars 
and  four  cents  in  supporting  said  indian,  praying  relief  in  the  premises,  as  per 
petition  on  file,  dated  October  20th  1817,  will  more  fully  appear;44 


44.  For  the  Golden  Hill  Indians,  see  Laura  E.  Conkey  et  al.,  "Indians  of  Southern  New  England 
and  Long  Island:  Late  Period,"  in  Trigger,  Eastern  Indians,  pp.  183-84;  Guillette,  Indians  in 
Connecticut,  "Golden  Hill  Paugussett  Tribe,"  GH  6-7,  9-10.  There  had  been  many  disputes 
between  the  tribe  and  white  residents  in  Stratford,  and  the  Indians  had  lost  the  original  Golden  Hill 
reservation  in  the  late  eighteenth  century.  In  the  petition  referenced  here,  the  Newtown  selectmen 
stated  that  Sherman  "had  no  other  residence  in  this  State  than  that  of  having  been  born  at  Golden 
Hill,"  and  had  moved  around  the  state  both  with  and  without  his  parents,  without  obtaining 
settlement  in  any  town.  The  selectmen  had  tried  to  recover  the  money  from  Stratford,  they  stated, 
but  a  court  had  ruled  that  by  law  Indians  did  not  gain  settlement  by  place  of  birth.  The  House 
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Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  the  Treasurer  of  this  State,  be,  and  he  hereby 
is  authorized  and  directed  to  pay  said  sum  of  seventy  six  dollars  and  four  cents 
to  Lamson  Burch  the  agent  of  said  town  of  Newtown,  he  said  Burch  giving  a  re- 
ceipt therefor  in  full  of  all  demands  which  said  town  of  Newtown  may  now 
have  for  the  support  of  said  Indian. 

Upon  the  memorial  of  John  Buckingham,  shewing  to  this  Assembly,  that  in 
September  last,  he  made  discovery  and  gave  information  against  Horace  Rawden, 
for  uttering  and  putting  off  a  counterfeit  note  of  the  Phoenix  Bank,  so  that  he  the 
said  Rawden  was  bound  in  a  recognizance  of  twelve  hundred  dollars  to  appear 
before  the  Superiour  Court,  then  sitting  in  and  for  the  county  of  Hartford,  to 
answer  to  said  offence,  and  that  said  Rawden  forfeited  his  said  recognizance,  and 
said  sum  is,  for  such  forfeiture,  secured  to  this  State  by  attachment,  praying 
that  he  may  be  allowed  from  the  treasury  of  this  State,  the  same  sum  which 
would  have  been  allowed  had  said  Rawden  been  convicted  on  trial; 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  pay  to  the 
memorialist  thirty  four  dollars  from  the  Treasury,  for  his  services  in  the  discov- 
ery and  information  aforesaid. 

Upon  the  memorial  of  Benjamin  R.  Fowler,  praying  this  Assembly  to  allow 
against  the  State,  his  bills  for  the  support  of  John  Doyle,  as  by  memorial  on  file, 
dated  October  14th  1817; 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  the  county  court  for  New-Haven  county,  be, 
and  they  are  hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to  tax  and  allow  at  the  same 
rate  as  for  prisoners  confined  at  the  expence  of  the  State,  the  bills  of  said 
Fowler,  the  keeper  of  said  New-Haven  county  gaol,  incurred  for  the  necessary 
expences  and  support  of  said  John  Doyle,  while  confined  in  gaol  on  the  com- 
plaint of  Mary  K.  Rossiter,  and  that  the  clerk  of  said  court  be  authorized  and 
empowered  to  draw  on  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  in  favour  of  said  Fowler  for 
the  amount  of  said  bills  so  taxed  and  allowed. 

Upon  the  petition  of  the  Hartford  Bridge  Company,  shewing,  that  the  Hon- 
ourable General  Assembly,  at  their  session  in  October  1808,  granted  to  said 
company  the  right  of  building  a  bridge  across  Connecticut  river,  between  the 


initially  voted  against  the  request,  but  concurred  with  the  Council  after  a  conference.  Archives. 
Indians.  Ser.  2,  II,  15.  For  a  general  discussion  of  the  poor  law  during  this  period,  including  the 
category  of  "state  paupers,"'  see  S.R.,  XIX,  xxiv-xxvi.  According  to  a  newspaper  report,  the  Council 
justified  its  support  of  the  Newtown  request  '"on  the  ground,  that  Indians  were  considered  as  a 
distinct  people  by  the  United  States  Government,  and  could  not  gain  a  settlement  by  being  born  in 
any  town,  and  therefore  might  be  considered  as  State  paupers  in  certain  cases."  House 
Proceedings  of  Oct.  28,  1817:  Herald,  Nov.  4,  1817.  For  another  action  involving  Indian  paupers, 
in  which  the  Assembly  provided  for  support  out  of  tribal  property  rather  than  state  funds,  see  S.R.. 
XIX,  428,  428n. 
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towns  of  Hartford  and  East-Hartford;  that  by  virtue  of  said  grant,  a  bridge  was 
erected  acros[s]  said  river,  in  the  summer  and  fall  of  1 809,  at  the  expence  of  ninety 
six  thousand  and  eighty  five  dollars;  that  the  right  to  keep  up  and  maintain  the  fer- 
ries between  the  said  towns  of  Hartford  and  East-Hartford  was  reserved,  that  the 
bridge  may  accommodate  all  the  travel;  that  the  ferries  aforesaid,  have  become 
useless  to  [the]  community,  and  a  burthen  to  individuals;  and  that  the  passing  over 
said  river  at  the  place  aforesaid,  is  not  sufficient  to  support  both  the  bridge  and  the 
ferries,  praying  this  Assembly  to  discontinue  the  ferries  aforesaid;45 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  said  petition  be  continued  to  the  General 
Assembly  to  be  holden  at  Hartford  on  the  second  Thursday  of  May  next,  and 
that  the  petitioners  give  notice  of  the  pendency  thereof  by  leaving  a  true  and  at- 
tested copy  of  said  petition  and  of  this  resolve,  with  the  town  clerk  in  East- 
Hartford,  and  a  like  copy  with  the  town  clerk  in  Hartford,  at  least  twenty  days 
before  said  second  Thursday  in  May  next;  and  also  by  publishing  this  resolve 
in  the  Connecticut  Courant  printed  at  Hartford,  three  weeks  successively,  the 
last  publication  at  least  six  weeks  before  the  said  second  Thursday  of  May; 
which  shall  be  sufficient  notice  to  all  concerned  to  appear  and  shew  cause. 

Upon  the  petition  of  Ambrose  Curtiss,  and  his  wife  Barthinia  Curtiss,  mother 
of  Deborah  Johnson,  Nelson  Preston,  Maria  Preston  and  Ryly  Preston,  all  of 
Camden  in  the  State  of  New- York,  and  minors  under  the  age  of  twenty  one  years, 
shewing  to  this  Assembly,  that  the  said  minors  are  the  owners  in  fee  of  a  tract  of 
land  lying  in  Harwington  in  this  State,  containing  about  forty  two  acres,  abutting 
north  on  John  S.  Preston  and  Alexander  Alford;  east  on  highway  and  said  Pres- 
ton; south  on  Isaac  Castle  and  Delaney  Castle,  and  west  on  Lemuel  Brown  and 
Jacob  Ely,  with  one  half  of  a  dwelling-house,  and  two  thirds  of  a  barn,  and  the 
whole  of  another  small  barn;  and  also,  that  said  minors  are  the  owners  of  one  sev- 
enth part  of  the  remainder  of  another  piece  of  land  lying  in  said  Harwington, 
abutting  north,  east  and  south  on  John  S.  Preston  and  west  on  highway,  contain- 
ing about  five  acres;  praying  for  liberty  to  sell  said  lands,  as  per  petition  on  file; 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  Noah  Preston  of  Camden,  State  of  New- York, 
be,  and  he  hereby  is  empowered,  under  the  direction  of  the  court  of  Probate  for 
the  district  of  Litchfield,  to  sell  said  minors'  lands  and  give  conveyances  of  the 
same,  and  place  the  avails  of  said  sales  at  interest  on  good  security;  the  said  Noah 
Preston  first  giving  bond  with  sufficient  surety,  to  the  judge  of  the  court  of  Pro- 
bate aforesaid,  conditioned  for  a  faithful  performance  of  the  aforesaid  trust. 


45.  Disputes  between  the  Hartford  Bridge  Company  and  East  Windsor  over  the  bridge's  draw 
appear  earlier  in  this  volume,  while  previous  volumes  document  controversies  with  East  Hartford 
over  the  ferries:  see  S.R.,  XVII,  137-38,  138n,  and  the  references  there.  For  the  full  petition,  dated 
October  3,  1817,  see  Archives,  Travel,  Ser.  2,  II,  18,  and  for  the  provision  on  the  ferries  in  the  1808 
grant  to  the  company,  see  S.R.,  XIV,  144-45.  The  Assembly's  next  action  on  the  petition  was  in 
May  1818:  S.R.,  XIX,  72-74,  72n. 


1817  OF  CONNECTICUT  291 

Upon  the  petition  of  William  Gay  of  Suffield  in  the  county  of  Hartford, 
shewing  to  this  Assembly,  that  he  is  guardian  to  Sarah  Kellogg  King  and  Mary 
Anne  King  both  of  Keene  in  the  State  of  New-Hampshire,  and  Thomas  Forbes 
King  now  residing  in  said  Suffield,  all  minors  under  the  age  of  twenty  one 
years,  and  heirs  of  Seth  King  late  of  Boston  in  the  Commonwealth  of  Massa- 
chusetts, deceased;  that  he  is  also  administrator  of  the  goods  and  estate  of  said 
Seth  King  deceased;  and  that  said  minors  are  seized  in  fee  of  a  lot  of  land  lying 
in  said  Suffield,  containing  about  twenty  acres,  bounded  east  and  north  on 
highways,  west  on  Elisha  Gunn's  land,  and  south  on  Shadrach  Sikes'  land,  or 
land  belonging  to  the  heirs  of  Posthumous  Sikes  deceased,  praying  for  liberty 
to  sell  said  land,  as  per  petition  on  file; 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  said  William  Gay  be,  and  he  hereby  is  em- 
powered, under  the  direction  of  the  court  of  Probate  for  the  district  of  Hartford, 
to  sell  said  lot  of  land  belonging  to  said  minors,  and  give  a  conveyance  of  the 
same,  and  place  the  avails  of  said  sale  at  interest  on  good  security  for  the  bene- 
fit of  said  minors,  the  said  William  Gay  first  giving  bond  with  sufficient  surety 
to  the  judge  of  the  court  of  Probate  aforesaid,  conditioned  for  a  faithful  perfor- 
mance of  said  trust. 

Upon  the  petition  of  John  Mills  of  Lansingburgh  in  the  State  of  New- York, 
shewing  to  this  Assembly  the  propriety  and  expediency  of  making  sale  of  a  cer- 
tain right  that  Charles  Mills,  a  minor  and  son  of  said  John,  owns  to  a  piece  of 
ground  in  the  parish  of  Greenfield  in  the  town  of  Fairfield,  which  right  is  an  un- 
divided half  of  said  land,  in  quantity  about  two  acres,  bounded  northerly  and 
southerly  by  land  of  David  Burr  Junior,  easterly  by  land  of  Jesse  Burr,  and 
westerly  by  highway;  as  per  memorial,  dated  October  13,  1817,  on  file; 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  Walter  Thorp  of  the  town  and  county  of 
Fairfield,  be  authorized  and  impowered  to  sell  and  convey  the  premises  above  de- 
scribed, to  the  best  advantage  of  said  minor,  and  the  avails  thereof  to  be  applied  for 
his  benefit  under  the  approbation  of  the  court  of  Probate  for  Fairfield  district,  the 
said  Thorp  first  giving  bond  to  said  court,  that  such  application  of  the  avails  thereof 
shall  be  faithfully  made  according  to  the  spirit  and  true  intent  of  this  resolve. 

Upon  the  petition  of  Sophia  Pendleton,  mother  of  Louisa  Pendleton, 
Edmund  Allen  Pendleton,  Sophia  Amelia  Pendleton  and  Sylvester  Pendleton, 
all  of  the  city  of  New- York,  and  minors  under  the  age  of  twenty  one  years, 
shewing  to  this  Assembly,  that  said  children  are  all  minors  under  the  age  of  six- 
teen years,  and  are  without  personal  property  to  defray  the  expence  of  their 
nurture  and  education,  that  she  is  also  destitute  of  property,  and  has  received 
nothing  from  the  estate  of  her  deceased  husband;  that  said  minors  as  heirs  at 
law  to  the  said  deceased,  have  derived  as  their  only  inheritance,  title  to  the  un- 
divided sixth  part  of  a  house  and  lot  of  land  situate  in  the  Borough  of 
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Stonington  in  the  county  of  New-London,  butted  and  bounded  as  follows,  viz. 
on  the  west  and  north  by  the  highway,  on  the  east  by  lands  of  Reuben 
Cheesbrough,  and  on  the  south  by  lands  of  David  C.  Smith;  which  said  undi- 
vided sixth  part  of  said  house  and  lot,  is  not  worth  more  than  one  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars,  now  rapidly  decaying  and  depreciating  in  value,  and  which  can  at 
this  time,  be  sold  for  its  full  value;  that  the  petitioner  seeing  no  other  means  of 
sustaining  and  educating  her  helpless  children,  than  the  avails  of  this  now  un- 
productive fraction  of  real  estate,  praying  for  liberty  to  sell  said  undivided  sixth 
part  of  said  house  and  lot,  as  per  petition  on  file; 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  Sophia  Pendleton  of  the  City  of  New- York,  be, 
and  she  hereby  is  empowered,  under  the  direction  of  the  court  of  Probate  for  the 
district  of  Stonington,  to  sell  said  minors'  undivided  sixth  part  of  the  house  and  lot 
so  situated  in  Stonington  Borough;  and  give  conveyances  of  the  same,  and  appro- 
priate the  avails  to  the  nurture  and  education  of  said  minor  children,  the  said 
Sophia  Pendleton  first  giving  bond  with  sufficient  security  to  the  judge  of  the  court 
of  Probate  aforesaid,  for  the  faithful  performance  of  the  aforesaid  trust. 

Upon  the  petition  of  Nathan  Preston  and  Lydia  Shelton  of  Woodbury, 
shewing  to  this  Assembly,  that  the  said  Nathan  is  executor  of  the  last  will  and 
testament  of  Victory  Shelton  late  of  Woodbury  deceased,  and  the  said  Lydia, 
the  widow  and  relic  of  said  Victory  deceased,  is  guardian  to  Russel  Shelton. 
Jennet  Shelton,  Almira  Shelton,  and  William  Nelson  Shelton,  who  are  minors, 
under  the  age  of  twenty  one  years,  and  to  whom  the  said  Victory  devised  the 
whole  of  his  real  and  personal  estate;  and  that  the  said  Victory  died  poss[ess]ed 
of  one  hundred  and  thirty  seven  acres  of  land  in  the  town  of  Huntington,  with 
valuable  buildings  thereon;  and  two  hundred  and  twelve  acres  in  the  town  of 
Woodbury,  with  valuable  buildings  on  the  same;  all  which  lands  and  buildings 
were  estimated  by  the  appraisers  on  said  Victory's  estate,  at  sixteen  thousand 
seven  hundred  sixty  eight  dollars,  forty  two  cents,  and  his  personal  estate,  at 
seven  hundred  eighty  eight  dollars,  sixty  two  cents;  and  that  said  Victory  was 
indebted  at  the  time  of  his  decease,  about  four  thousand  dollars;  that  the  per- 
sonal estate  consists  of  house-hold  furniture,  farming-tools,  and  stock  on  the 
farm,  and  is  all  wanted  for  the  occupancy  and  improvement  of  the  farm  to  the 
best  advantage;  and  that  the  real  estate  must  be  sold  to  pay  said  debts;  that  the 
farm  at  Huntington  lies  compact  together,  and  not  more  than  sufficient  to  ac- 
commodate the  buildings  on  the  same,  and  if  part  of  the  lands  is  sold  to  pay  the 
debts,  the  residue  of  the  lands  and  buildings  will  be  very  unsaleable;  and  that 
the  said  children  will  have  to  keep,  and  maintain  in  repair  all  the  buildings  in 
Woodbury  and  Huntington,  at  great  expence.  until  they  shall  arrive  at  full  age. 
and  also,  improve  the  lands  at  Huntington,  a  distance  of  about  eighteen  miles 
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from  Woodbury,  where  they  contemplate  to  reside,  to  great  disadvantage;  and 
that  lands  adjoining  the  farm  in  Woodbury,  can  be  purchased  at  reasonable 
prices;  and  praying  this  Assembly  to  authorize  and  empower  the  said  Nathan  to 
sell  and  dispose  of  the  land  and  buildings  at  Huntington,  and  after  deducting  a 
sufficient  sum  to  pay  and  discharge  the  debts  due  and  owing  from  said  estate, 
and  the  charges  and  expences  of  selling  the  same,  to  vest  the  remainder  in  real 
estate  near  to,  and  adjoining  the  farm  in  Woodbury,  and  in  repairing  the  farm 
and  buildings  in  Woodbury,  and  that  said  additional  real  estate  when  purchased 
for  the  benefit  of  said  estate,  shall  remain  and  belong  to  said  Lydia  and  said 
children  in  the  same  manner  and  proportion  as  the  other  real  property  the  said 
deceased  died  possessed  of; 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  the  said  Nathan  be,  and  he  is  authorized  and 
empowered  to  sell  and  dispose  of  all  the  lands  and  buildings  in  the  town  of 
Huntington,  consisting  of  three  acres  of  meadow  lying  about  eighty  rods  north 
of  the  house  in  said  Huntington;  one  hundred  and  thirty  four  acres  lying  to- 
gether, only  divided  by  highway;  sixty  nine  acres  with  the  buildings  on  the 
same,  bounded  east  and  west  by  highway;  fifty  acres  adjoining  highway,  and 
fifteen  acres  of  woodland,  bounded  west  on  highway,  under  the  direction  of  the 
judge  of  Probate  for  the  district  of  Woodbury,  and  after  deducting  a  sufficient 
sum  to  pay  and  discharge  the  debts  due  from  said  estate,  and  the  expence  of  set- 
tling the  same,  to  vest  the  remainder  in  real  estate  near  the  farm  in  said 
Woodbury,  and  in  repairing  the  farm  and  buildings  in  said  Woodbury,  and  that 
said  additional  real  estate  when  purchased  shall  remain  and  belong  to  said 
Lydia  and  said  children,  in  the  same  manner  and  proportion  as  the  other  real 
property  said  deceased  died  possessed  of. 

Upon  the  memorial  of  Stephen  Twining,  shewing  to  this  Assembly,  that  he  is 
guardian  to  Elizabeth  B.  Deforest  and  William  B.  Deforest,  children  of 
Delauzun  Deforest,  Esquire,  late  of  New-Haven,  deceased,  and  minors  under  the 
age  of  twenty  one  years;  and  that  said  Delauzun,  by  his  last  will,  gave  to  each  of 
his  said  children  a  legacy  of  seven  thousand  dollars,  and  ordered  his  dwelling- 
house  and  home-lot  to  be  sold  by  his  executors;  that  said  house  and  lot  are  worth, 
at  least,  from  four  to  five  thousand  dollars,  and  have  been  sold  in  pursuance  to 
the  said  direction  in  said  will,  for  two  thousand  dollars;  and  that  the  memorialist 
had  purchased  the  one  half  of  said  house  and  lot,  at  the  price  of  one  thousand  dol- 
lars, intending  it  for  the  benefit  of  said  children;  praying  this  Assembly  to 
authorize  him  to  execute  his  said  intention,  and  to  invest  five  hundred  dollars  of 
the  personal  estate  of  each  of  said  children  in  the  purchase  of  one  half  of  said 
house  and  lot,  as  by  memorial  dated  the  20th  day  of  October  1817,  on  file; 
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Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  the  said  Twining  be,  and  hereby  is  empow- 
ered to  purchase  for  Elizabeth  B.  Deforest  and  William  B.  Deforest,  minor 
children  of  Delauzun  Deforest,  Esquire,  late  of  New-Haven,  deceased,  the  one 
undivided  half  of  the  lot  and  dwelling-house  and  other  buildings  thereon,  be- 
longing to  the  estate  of  said  Delauzun,  and  bounded  north  on  Chapel  Street,  in 
the  City  of  New-Haven,  east  and  south  on  land  of  William  Leffingwell,  and 
west  on  Temple  Street;  and  to  invest  five  hundred  dollars  of  the  personal  prop- 
erty of  each  of  said  children  in  said  purchase. 

Upon  the  petition  of  John  C.  Vanden  Heuvel  of  the  City,  County  and  State  of 
New- York,  father  and  guardian  to  Justine  Vanden  Heuvel  and  Susan  Vanden 
Heuvel  of  said  city,  minors  under  the  age  of  twenty  one  years  shewing  to  this 
Assembly,  that  by  virtue  of  the  last  will  and  testament  of  Grizzel  Shaw  late  of 
said  city,  deceased,  said  minors,  together  with  Maria  Hamilton  and  Charles  A. 
Vanden  Heuvel  of  said  New- York,  own  in  equal  proportions,  two  undivided 
ninths  of  a  certain  farm  or  piece  of  land  situate  in  the  town  of  Mansfield  in  the 
County  of  Windham  in  this  State,  bounded  and  described  as  follows;  westerly 
on  Willimantic  river,  northerly  on  land  belonging  to  the  Willimantic  Manufac- 
turing Company  and  land  of  William  Gardner,  easterly  by  land  of  Joseph 
Hubbell's  heirs  and  land  of  Samuel  King  and  John  Dunham,  south  partly  on 
land  of  said  King  and  Dunham,  and  partly  on  land  of  James  King  and  Alpheus 
King,  which  said  farm  is  now  in  the  possession  of  Asahel  Jennings,  containing 
about  one  hundred  and  eighty  acres  more  or  less,  and  is  in  all,  of  the  value  of 
three  thousand  dollars,  praying  for  liberty  to  sell  the  whole  interests  of  said 
minors  in  said  farm,  as  by  petition  on  file,  dated  the  16th  of  October  1817; 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  said  John  C.  Vanden  Heuvel  be  authorized 
and  he  hereby  is  fully  authorized  and  empowered  to  sell  and  convey,  under  the 
direction  of  the  judge  of  Probate  for  the  district  of  Windham,  all  right,  title  and 
interest  whatever  that  said  minors  have  in  or  to  said  farm,  the  said  John  C. 
Vanden  Heuvel  first  giving  bond  with  surety,  to  the  acceptance  of  said  judge, 
conditioned,  that  he  will  faithfully  dispose  of  the  avails  thereof,  for  the  benefit 
of  said  minors,  and  account  to  them  render  thereof  when  they  shall  respectively 
arrive  at  the  age  of  twenty  one  years. 

Upon  the  petition  of  Gamaliel  Bingham  of  Windham  in  Windham  County, 
shewing  to  this  Assembly,  that  he  is  conservator  to  the  person  and  estate  of  one 
Asa  White  of  said  Windham;  that  by  a  resolve  of  the  General  Assembly,  holden 
at  Hartford  on  the  second  Thursday  of  May  1817.  he  was  fully  authorized  and 
empowered  to  sell  and  dispose  of  a  certain  farm  in  said  Windham  belonging  to 
said  White;  that  in  pursuance  of  said  resolve  he  made  a  bargain  with  Roger 


1817  OF  CONNECTICUT  295 

Smith  of  said  Windham  for  the  whole  of  said  farm;  that  after  he  had  made  said 
bargain  with  said  Smith,  and  before  he  had  executed  any  deed  to  said  Smith,  it 
was  discovered  that  the  legal  title  to  about  ten  acres  of  said  farm  was  not  then  in 
the  said  White,  but  that  said  White  had  by  deed  conveyed  said  ten  acres  in  the 
year  1812,  to  Henry  Hibbard  then  of  said  Windham;  that  after  the  aforesaid  re- 
solve of  the  General  Assembly,  viz.  on  the  14th  day  of  June  1817,  the  said 
Hibbard  by  his  quitclaim  deed  had  conveyed  said  ten  acres  to  the  said  White;  that 
on  the  3d  day  of  July  1817,  he  the  petitioner  conveyed  by  his  deed,  the  whole  of 
said  farm  to  said  Smith,  including  said  ten  acres,  praying  to  have  his  said  deed  to 
said  Smith,  so  far  as  respects  said  ten  acres  of  land,  confirmed  and  made  valid  in 
law,  or  to  empower  him  to  give  a  new  deed  to  said  Smith,  or  in  some  other  way 
grant  relief,  as  per  petition  on  file,  dated  the  3d  day  of  October  A.D.  1817; 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  the  said  Bingham's  deed  to  said  Smith, 
which  is  dated  the  3d  day  of  July  1817,  so  far  as  respects  the  said  ten  acres  of 
land  which  was  conveyed  to  said  White  by  said  Hibbard,  on  the  fourteenth  day 
of  June  1817,  be  valid  in  law  to  convey  all  the  title  and  interest  in  said  ten  acres 
of  land  to  said  Smith,  which  said  White  obtained  in  virtue  of  the  deed  aforesaid 
from  said  Hibbard. 

Upon  the  petition  of  Nancy  Holland  of  New-Haven,  representing  to  this  As- 
sembly, that  she  is  the  widdow  of  John  S.  Holland,  late  of  said  New-Haven, 
deceased;  that  the  said  John  S.  Holland,  in  his  life  time,  on,  or  about  the  7th  day 
of  April  1807,  purchased  a  certain  piece  of  land  situate  in  said  New-Haven,  con- 
taining one  quarter  of  an  acre,  bounded  East  and  North  on  highway,  and  West 
and  South  on  land  now  belonging  to  Eben  Lines;  and  that  he  afterwards  erected  a 
dwelling-house  thereon;  that  on  or  about  the  12th  day  of  January  1815,  the  said 
John  S.  Holland  conveyed  the  said  premises  to  one  Robert  Johnston  who  is  the 
father  of  said  petitioner;  that  afterwards,  on  or  about  the  14th  day  of  September 
1815,  the  said  Robert  Johnston  conveyed  said  premises  to  said  petitioner,  that 
she  the  said  Nancy  is  by  birth  an  Irish-woman,  and  is  a  foreigner,  and  that  she  is 
informed,  that  she  cannot  hold  lands  in  her  own  name,  and  that  said  premises 
have  escheated  to  this  State;  that  the  said  Robert  Johnston  is  also  by  birth  a  for- 
eigner, and  that  it  may  be  uncertain  whether  he  was  ever  authorized  to  hold  lands 
in  this  State;  that  she  sustains  a  fair  character,  praying  that  she  may  be  authorized 
to  purchase  and  hold  lands  in  this  State,  and  that  her  title  in  and  to  said  premises 
may  be  established,  &c.  as  per  petition  on  file,  dated  October  15th  1817; 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  the  said  Nancy  Holland  be,  and  hereby  is 
fully  authorized  and  empowered  to  hold  lands  in  this  State  in  her  own  name, 
and  to  pass  a  title  to  the  same  by  deed,  devise  or  descent,  and  that  her  title  in 
and  to  said  described  premises  be  confirmed  and  established  in  the  same 
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manner,  and  as  fully  and  effectually  as  it  would  be  in  case  she  and  the  said 
Robert  Johnston  were  natural  born  citizens  of  this  State. 

Upon  the  memorial  of  John  F.  Uhlhom,  shewing  to  this  Assembly,  that  he  is 
a  foreigner,  desirous  of  holding  land  in  this  State,  &c.  as  by  memorial  on  file, 
dated  October  13th  1817; 

Resolved,  that  John  F.  Uhlhom  be,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  to  hold  land 
and  real  estate  in  this  State,  as  fully  as  though  he  were  a  natural  born  subject 
thereof;  and  that  his  being  a  foreigner  shall  hereafter  be  deemed  no  objection  to 
his  title  to  any  real  estate  to  which  he  may  otherwise  have  obtained  a  good  title. 

Upon  the  petition  of  John  P.  V.  R.  Value  of  the  town  and  county  of  New- 
Haven,  shewing  to  this  Assembly,  that  he  is  an  alien,  and  is  incapable  of  hold- 
ing land,  praying  to  have  leave  from  this  Assembly  to  purchase,  hold,  transmit 
by  descent,  sell,  and  dispose  of  real  estate,  the  same  as  any  native  citizen  of  this 
State,  as  per  petition  on  file; 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  said  John  P.  V.  R.  Value  have  licence,  power, 
and  authority,  and  the  same  are  hereby  given  to  him,  to  purchase,  inherit,  and  hold 
real  estate,  and  to  convey,  sell,  devise,  and  transmit  by  descent  the  same,  as  effectu- 
ally to  every  intent  and  purpose,  as  though  he  were  a  native  citizen  of  this  State. 

Upon  the  memorial  of  Thomas  Dauberry,  a  convict  in  New-Gate  prison, 
shewing,  that  he  was  sentenced  by  the  Superiour  Court,  in  December  1816,  to 
one  year's  imprisonment  in  said  prison,  and  for  the  payment  of  cost  of  prosecu- 
tion, taxed  at  one  hundred  twenty  one  dollars,  praying  for  relief,  as  per 
memorial  on  file; 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  the  said  Thomas  Dauberry  be  discharged 
from  further  imprisonment  in  said  prison,  on  his  giving  his  note  to  the  Trea- 
surer of  this  State,  for  the  amount  of  said  cost. 

Upon  the  petition  of  John  Ely,  a  prisoner  now  confined  in  New-Gate  prison, 
shewing  to  this  Assembly,  that  pursuant  to  the  sentence  of  the  Honourable 
Superiour  Court,  he  was  committed  to  said  prison  on  the  first  day  of  December 
1 804,  there  to  be  confined  at  hard  labour  during  his  life;  that  he  has  been  confined 
in  said  prison  nearly  thirteen  years,  is  far  advanced  in  age,  his  eye-sight  nearly  ex- 
tinguished, &c.  as  per  petition  on  file,  dated  the  14th  day  of  October  1817; 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  the  prayer  of  said  petition  be,  and  the  same 
is  hereby  granted,  and  the  keeper  of  said  prison  is  directed  to  discharge  the  said 
John  Ely  from  his  confinement  in  said  prison. 
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Upon  the  petition  of  Esther  Jessup,  shewing  to  this  Assembly,  that  at  the 
term  of  the  Superiour  Court  holden  at  Danbury  in  Fairfield  County,  on  the  third 
Tuesday  of  September  1817,  her  servant  boy,  named  Jim,  was  sentenced  to 
New-Gate  prison  for  the  crime  of  Burglary,  for  the  term  of  one  year;  that  he  is 
of  the  age  of  about  fourteen  years;  that  the  said  court  suspended  the  execution 
of  their  sentence  'till  after  the  rising  of  this  Assembly,  that  opportunity  might 
be  had  for  a  commutation  of  his  punishment;  that  said  Jim  is  now  in  gaol  in 
Fairfield  County,  and  praying  for  relief,  as  per  petition  on  file,  dated  the  13th 
day  of  October  1817,  may  more  fully  appear;46 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  the  said  Esther  be,  and  she  is  hereby  fully 
authorized  and  empowered,  by,  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  states' 
attorney  for  the  county  of  Fairfield,  to  bind  the  said  Jim,  by  proper  indentures, 
to  any  citizen  of  the  United  States,  to  hard  labour,  during  the  term  of  two  years; 
which  binding  and  service  shall  be  a  substitute  for,  and  satisfaction  of,  the  sen- 
tence of  the  court  aforesaid. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved,  that  the  compensation  for  the  services  of  said 
convict,  secured  by  said  indentures,  shall  thereby  be  secured  and  covenanted  to 
be  paid  to  the  Treasurer  of  this  State;  and  said  indentures  shall  be  lodged  in  the 
office  of  the  clerk  of  the  Superiour  court  in  the  county  of  Fairfield:  provided 
nevertheless,  that  the  powers  hereby  given  to  bind  the  said  convict,  shall  be  ex- 
ecuted on,  or  before  the  first  monday  in  January  next;  and  on  failure  thereof, 
the  said  convict  shall  be  committed  to  said  New-Gate  prison,  in  conformity 
with  said  sentence  of  said  Superiour  court. 

Upon  the  petition  of  Daniel  Lawrence,  a  convict  in  New-Gate  prison, 
shewing  that  he  was  sentenced  by  the  Honourable  Superiour  Court,  on  the  5th 
day  of  January  1810,  to  eight  years'  imprisonment  in  said  prison,  and  for  the 
payment  of  cost  of  prosecution,  taxed  at  two  hundred  fifty  seven  dollars,  sixty 
one  cents,  praying  for  relief,  as  per  memorial  on  file,  dated  October  6th  1 8 1 7; 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  the  said  Daniel  Lawrence  be  discharged 
from  further  confinement  in  said  prison,  on  his  giving  his  note  to  the  Treasurer 
of  this  State,  for  the  amount  of  said  bill  of  cost. 

Upon  the  memorial  of  George  Shade,  a  convict  in  New-Gate  prison, 
shewing  that  he  was  sentenced  by  the  Honourable  Superiour  Court  to  three 


46.  In  her  petition  Jessup  described  how  she  and  her  deceased  husband  Edward  had  raised  the 
"colored  boy"  Jim  according  to  good  moral  principles  since  the  age  of  three,  how  he  had  stolen  ten 
dollars  in  cash  from  the  store  of  Gershom  Bradley  &  Co.  in  Saugatuck,  and  how  the  Superior  Court 
had  recommended  legislative  consideration  of  the  matter.  Archives,  Crimes  and  Misdemeanors, 
Ser.2,  II,  131. 
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years'  imprisonment  in  said  prison,  and  for  the  payment  of  cost  of  prosecution, 
taxed  at  sixty  six  dollars,  and  fifty  six  cents;  in  pursuance  of  which  sentence,  he 
was  committed  to  said  prison  on  the  27th  day  of  January  1814,  praying  for 
relief,  as  per  memorial  on  file,  dated  October  7th  1817; 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  the  said  George  Shade,  upon  his  giving  his 
note  to  the  Treasurer  of  this  State,  for  the  amount  of  said  cost,  shall  be  dis- 
charged from  further  imprisonment  in  said  prison. 

Upon  the  petition  of  Harry  Waterbury,  a  prisoner  now  confined  in  New-Gate 
prison,  shewing  to  this  Assembly,  that  by  the  Honourable  Superiour  Court  held 
at  Fairfield,  within  and  for  Fairfield  county,  at  their  term  of  December  1814,  he 
was  sentenced  to  three  years'  imprisonment  in  said  New-Gate  prison,  for  the  of- 
fence of  tearing  down  a  certain  Turnpike  gate,  and  for  attempting  the  life  of  one 
John  W.  Webb  of  Stamford  in  the  county  aforesaid;  and  that  said  court  taxed  a 
bill  of  cost  against  him  of  eight  hundred  thirty  two  dollars,  and  thirty  two  cents, 
praying  that  said  bill  of  cost  may  be  remitted  to  him,  as  per  petition  on  file; 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  said  bill  of  cost  be  remitted  to  said  Water- 
bury,  and  that  at  the  expiration  of  the  term  for  which  he  was  sentenced,  he  be 
discharged  from  further  imprisonment,  on  giving  his  note  to  the  Treasurer  of 
this  State  for  the  said  amount  of  cost. 

Upon  the  memorial  of  Young  Waterman  of  Hartford,  a  convict  for  the  crime 
of  horse-stealing,  praying  for  a  mitigation  or  commutation  of  punishment,  as 
per  memorial  on  file,  dated  October  15th  1817; 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  the  county  court  within  and  for  the  county  of 
Hartford,  be,  and  they  hereby  are  authorized  and  empowered,  if  they  shall  judge 
expedient,  to  bind  in  service  the  said  Young  Waterman,  until  he  shall  arrive  to  the 
age  of  twenty  one  years,  to  some  meet  person;  or,  if  in  the  opinion  of  said  court, 
such  binding  in  service  be  not  expedient,  said  court  shall  have  power  and  author- 
ity to  order  and  sentence  the  said  Young  Waterman  to  be  confined  to  labour  in  the 
common  gaol  in  said  Hartford  county,  for  such  term  of  time  as  they  shall  deem 
proper,  not  exceeding  two  years;  and  such  binding  in  service,  or  confinement  in 
prison  of  the  said  Young  Waterman,  shall  be  and  operate  as  a  full  commutation 
of  the  punishment  of  confinement  to  labour  in  New-Gate  prison,  to  which  he  is 
liable  by  law,  for  the  offence  of  which  he  has  been  convicted. 

Granted  to  His  Excellency  Oliver  Wolcott,  Esquire,  six  hundred  dollars,  for 
the  last  half  of  his  salary,  as  Governour  of  this  State  the  current  year. 

Granted  to  His  Honour  Jonathan  Ingersoll,  Esquire,  four  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars,  for  the  last  half  of  his  salary,  as  Lieutenant  Governour  of  this  State  the 
current  year. 
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Granted  to  Andrew  Kingsbury,  Esquire,  four  hundred  and  sixteen  dollars  and 
sixty  seven  cents,  for  the  first  half  of  his  salary,  as  Treasurer,  the  current  year. 

Granted  to  Elisha  Colt,  Esquire,  five  hundred  dollars  for  the  first  half  of  his 
salary,  as  Controller  of  Public  Accounts,  the  current  year. 

Granted  to  James  Hillhouse,  Esquire,  five  hundred  dollars,  for  the  first  half 
of  his  salary,  as  Commissioner  of  the  School-Fund,  the  current  year. 

Resolved,  that  all  unfinished  business,  which  has  been  legally  brought  and 
is  now  pending  before  this  Assembly,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  continued  to 
the  session  of  Assembly  to  be  holden  at  Hartford  in  May  next.47 

Upon  the  petition  of  Benjamin  Reed  and  others,  shewing  to  this  Assembly, 
that  the  public  good  requires  that  a  Turnpike  road  should  be  laid  out  from  the 
Greenwoods'  Turnpike  in  Barkhemsted,  near  a  chair-factory  owned  by  Mr. 
Wood;  thence  Northeasterly,  passing  over  a  branch  of  the  Farmington  river; 
thence  south  of  the  house  of  Captain  George  Case  in  Granby,  to  the  store  of 
Almanzor  Denslow,  by  Bildad  Kendall's;  thence  Northeasterly,  to  Captain  Alex- 
ander Cossett's;  thence  in  the  most  direct  course  to  the  East  branch  of  Salmon 


47.  This  session  featured  several  extended  discussions  of  unsuccessful  bills.  One  proposal 
would  have  allowed  the  masters  or  owners  of  foreign  vessels  to  arrest  by  warrant  foreign  sailors 
deserting  from  their  ships  and  hold  them  in  jail  until  the  vessel  sailed.  The  bill  inspired  two  debates 
before  the  House  rejected  it.  A  number  of  questions  were  addressed,  including  the  need  for 
reciprocal  protection  of  contracts  in  British  and  American  ports,  the  need  to  protect  sailors  as  well 
as  masters,  and  issues  of  national  versus  state  jurisdiction  in  such  matters.  House  Proceedings  of 
Oct.  17,  20,  1817:  Journal,  Oct.  21,  28,  1817;  Herald,  Oct.  21,  28,  1817. 

Another  bill  would  apparently  have  repealed  all  or  part  of  the  May  1813  law  on  the  sale  of 
liquor,  which  regulated  the  quantity  that  could  be  sold  and  established  licensing  fees.  Among  the 
issues  aired  were  the  burdens  imposed  on  retailers  and  the  possibility  that  the  present  law 
weighed  more  heavily  on  the  poor  than  on  the  rich.  Underlying  the  debate  was  a  discussion  of  the 
morals  of  the  people,  and  whether  the  1813  law  actually  promoted  them,  with  some  arguing  that 
public  regulation  of  liquor  sales  was  necessary  for  the  welfare  of  the  community — particularly  to 
discourage  drinking  by  the  young — and  others  contending  that  those  who  wanted  to  indulge 
would  find  a  way  of  doing  so  despite  the  law;  virtually  every  speaker  made  a  gesture  against  ex- 
cessive drinking.  S.R.,  XVI,  220-22, 220n;  House  Proceedings  of  Oct.  27, 28, 29, 1817:  Journal, 
Nov.  4, 11,  1817;  Herald,  Nov.  4,  11,  1817. 

In  addition,  representative  Samuel  A.  Foote  introduced  a  general  act  empowering  foreigners 
to  hold  real  estate,  arguing,  first,  that  individual  requests  by  aliens  were  never  refused  and, 
second,  that  "Connecticut  is  not  fast  increasing  in  population,  and  he  thought  it  desirable  to  hold 
out  this  encouragement,  for  foreigners  to  settle  in  the  State."  Shubael  Griswold  did  not  think  that 
"a  door  should  be  opened  to  all  the  rogues  in  the  world,"  and  James  Lanman  agreed  that  the  cur- 
rent arrangements  should  not  be  modified:  "many  virtuous  and  many  vicious  emigrants  would 
flock  here — the  privilege  should  be  asked  for — this  is  a  respect  due  to  the  dignity  of  the  State." 
Foote  "expressed  himself  highly  gratified,  with  the  laudable  zeal  which  gentlemen  manifested  for 
the  support  of  Steady  Habits"  and  withdrew  his  bill.  Journal,  Oct.  21,  1817. 
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brook,  near  the  house  of  widow  E.  Cotton;  thence  by  the  North  end  of  Monituck 
mountain,  near  the  Southeast  part  of  Southwick;  thence  East  of  the  house  of 
Richard  Warner  in  Suffield;  thence  in  a  Northeasterly  course  to  a  monument  at 
the  Southeast  corner  of  Springfield,  near  the  house  of  Justus  Rising  in  Suffield,  it 
being  nearly  a  direct  course  to  Springfield-Bridge;  praying  this  Assembly  to  ap- 
point a  judicious  committee  to  go  out  at  the  expence  of  the  petitioners,  and  view 
the  ground  from  the  points  above  mentioned,  with  full  powers  to  survey  and  lay 
out  a  road,  if  in  their  opinion  the  public  good  requires  it,  and  assess  such  dam- 
ages as  individuals  may  sustain  thereby;  and  that  said  road  be  reported  by  the 
committee,  and  be  established  as  a  Turnpike-road;  and  the  petitioners  with  such 
others  as  may  associate  with  them,  be  incorporated  as  a  Turnpike  company,  with 
all  the  rights  and  immunities  of  other  Turnpike  companies:  This  petition  was 
continued  by  this  Assembly,  at  their  session  in  May  last,  with  an  order  of  notice; 
and  said  notice  has  been  given  in  pursuance  of  said  order;  and  at  this  session  of 
said  Assembly,  Dan  Viets  and  others,  filed  a  petition,  shewing,  that  altho'  the 
general  object  of  laying  out  a  road  as  prayed  for  by  Benjamin  Reed  and  others, 
especially  from  the  point  of  departure  to  the  store  of  said  Denslow,  would  be  of 
great  public  utility,  yet,  that  in  their  opinion,  the  public  would  be  better  accom- 
modated by  varying  the  rout  mentioned  by  Benjamin  Reed  and  others,  from  the 
store  of  said  Denslow  so  as  to  strike  the  broad  street  in  Granby,  just  north  of  the 
church;  and  from  thence  near  the  house  of  Abner  Viets,  and  from  thence  just 
north  of  the  meeting-house  in  Turkey-Hills;  at  the  store  of  Appleton  Robbins, 
where  the  road  opens  to  roads  now  feasible  and  good  to  Enfield  Bridge,  Ware- 
house point,  &c.  praying,  that  the  committee  asked  for  by  Benjamin  Reed,  &c. 
may  at  the  expence  of  Dan  Viets  and  others,  petitioners,  view  the  last  mentioned 
rout,  and  lay  out  the  same,  and  assess  damages,  and  that  with  this  variation,  the 
prayer  of  Benjamin  Reed  and  others  may  be  granted;48 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  Jonathan  Cowles,  Shubael  Griswold  and 
Augustus  Pettibone,  Esquires,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  appointed  a  committee, 
at  the  joint  expence  of  Benjamin  Reed  and  others  and  Dan  Viets  and  others,  the 
aforesaid  petitioners,  to  view  the  routs  mentioned  and  stated  in  the  aforesaid 
petitions,  and  ascertain  the  distance  from  Springfield,  on  the  rout  proposed, 
and  also  the  distance  from  Springfield  to  Litchfield  by  the  way  of  Canton,  and 
likewise,  the  distance  from  Enfield-Bridge  to  Norfolk,  on  the  Hartland  Turn- 
pike road,  and  also,  by  Turkey-Hill  meeting-house  on  the  new  road  proposed  in 
said  petition,  and  report  to  the  next,  or  some  future  Assembly  their  opinion  as 
to  the  expediency  of  laying  a  new  road. 

48.  For  the  initial  presentation  of  Reed's  petition,  see  above,  pp.  220-21,  22  In;  the  subsequent 
petition  by  Viets  and  others,  dated  Sepember  22.  1817,  and  summarized  here,  can  be  found  in 
Archives,  Travel,  Ser.  2,  XI,  3.  The  Assembly  granted  a  portion  of  the  route  when  incorporating  the 
Granby  and  Barkhemstead  Turnpike  Company  in  May  1818:  S.R.,  XIX,  77-82,  78n. 


THE  DEBATE  ON  THE  REPEAL  OF  THE  "STAND-UP  LAW," 
OCTOBER  SESSION,  1817 

For  an  analysis  of  this  debate  and  the  repealing  act  itself,  see  above,  pp.  xlvi-il,  264, 
264n,  where  specific  Connecticut  laws  and  a  proposed  amendment  to  the  initial  bill  for 
repeal  are  discussed.  We  have  not,  however,  researched  the  specific  electoral  laws  in 
other  states  mentioned  in  debate  by  John  McClellan,  Shubael  Griswold,  and  Henry 
Channing.  Harry  Croswell,  who  appears  in  the  proceedings  of  October  13  (p.  302),  was 
rector  of  Trinity  Church  in  New  Haven;  he  delivered  the  Election  Sermon  in  May  1818: 
S.R.,  XIX,  41-42,  42n.  The  House  Journal  possibly  records  the  October  23  vote  (pp. 
322-23)  as  125-68;  it  definitely  records  the  October  28  vote  (p.  326)  as  66-1 18.  The 
House  Journal  also  notes  one  action  after  the  activities  on  October  28  reported  in  the 
newspapers,  which  ended  with  the  two  legislative  houses  in  disagreement:  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  conference  committee  on  October  29,  whose  discussions  no  doubt  led  to  the 
Assembly's  final  endorsement  of  simple  repeal  of  the  "stand-up"  provision. 


[Connecticut  Herald, 
October  14, 1817] 

Monday  morning,  Oct.  1 3 

Some  amendments  to  the  bill  regulat- 
ing the  Election  of  Governor,  Lt. 
Governor,  &c.  were  proposed  by  Mr. 
Tracy.  As  they  embrace  an  important 
subject,  the  Repeal  of  the  STAND-UP 
LAW,  we  hasten  to  lay  a  condensed  view 
of  them  before  our  readers,  unconnected 
with  the  other  proceedings  of  the  day. 

They  provide,  that  the  names  of  As- 
sistants and  of  Representatives  to 
Congress  shall  be  given  in,  fairly  written 
or  printed  on  one  piece  of  paper,  the 
names  not  exceeding  the  number  of  per- 
sons  to  stand  in  nomination,  as 
prescribed  by  law;  thus  securing  the  ex- 
ercise of  a  secret  ballot  in  all  cases. — 
The  act  also  provides  for  the  counting 
and  returning  of  votes  by  the  presiding 
officer,  two  senior  selectmen,  and  town 
clerk.  The  amendments  were  made  the 
order  of  the  day  for  this  day,  (Tuesday,) 
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and  are  now  open  for  discussion.  We 
regret  that  our  limits  will  not  admit  of 
particulars  at  present. 

[Connecticut  Herald, 
October  21, 1817] 

Monday  morning,  Oct.  1 3 

The  House  was  opened  by  a  prayer 
from  the  Rev.  Mr.  Croswell,  Rector  of 
Trinity  Church — after  which,  sundry  pe- 
titions were  read  and  passed,  and  other 
business  of  no  immediate  interest  was 
transacted,  when  the  act  regulating  the 
Election  of  Governor,  Lieut.  Governor, 
&c.  an  abstract  of  which,  as  amended, 
has  already  been  laid  before  our  readers, 
was  taken  up.  The  amendments,  virtually 
constituting  a  new  law,  were  offered  by 
Mr.  Tracy,  of  Norwich,  predicated  on  the 
following  reasons.  I  will  not  (observed 
Mr.  T.)  at  present  enter  into  a  discussion 
of  the  important  subject  embraced  by 
this  bill.  Its  object  is,  a  repeal  of  that  act 
generally  termed  the  "Stand-up  "  law; — 
an  act  which  has  already  been  unequivo- 
cally condemned  by  a  verdict  of  the 
people.  The  original  bill,  after  receiving 
the  sanction  of  this  House  at  the  last  ses- 
sion, was  sent  up  to  the  Council,  by 
whom  it  was  negatived, — The  motives 
by  which  that  honourable  body  was  in- 
fluenced in  their  vote,  have  not  been 
fully  explained; — it  is  understood,  how- 
ever, that  the  ground  of  objection  was, 
the  want  of  a  proper  substitute  for  the  old 
law;  the  new  act  operating  merely  as  a  re- 
pealing statute;  thus  placing  the  exercise 
of  the  elective  franchise  on  its  ancient 
foundation,  which  was  completely  sub- 
verted by  the  stand-up  law.  The  merits  of 
this  reason  will  not  now  be  canvassed: 
my  object  is  to  obviate  any  objections 
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[Connecticut  Journal, 
October  21, 1817] 

[Tuesday,  October  14,  1817] 

RIGHTS  OF  SUFFRAGE. 

The  bill  as  offered  by  Mr.  Tracy,  pro- 
vided that  each  freeman  should  give  in  a 
list  not  exceeding  the  number  limited  by 
law,  with  the  names  of  the  persons  for 
whom  he  votes,  fairly  written  or  printed. 
Motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Griswold  to 
strike  out  the  words  or  printed:  on  the 
motions  being  seconded,  Messrs. 
Stevens,  Channing,  Foote,  Warren, 
Minor,  Merwin,  and  others  were  op- 
posed to  striking  out,  on  the  ground  that 
it  would  be  convenient  for  the  freemen  to 
have  printed  tickets  provided  for  them  by 
persons  who  knew  the  proper  candidates 
better  than  the  generality  of  them  did; 
that  they  would  not  be  obliged  to  vote  for 
all  in  the  printed  tickets  unless[s]  they 
chose;  that  we  were  divided  into  two  par- 
ties; and  that  in  this  state  of  things  it  was 
necessary. 

Mr.  Phineas  Tailor  was  opposed  to 
striking  out;  he  said  the  majority  of  the 
freemen  were  not  competent  to  make 
proper  selections  for  themselves;  that 
many  of  them  could  not  write  or  spell 
correctly,  and  that  printed  tickets  would 
be  necessary  for  them. 

Mr.  Edwards  said  he  was  decidedly  in 
favour  of  striking  out  the  words 
authorising  printed  tickets;  that  the  public 
sentiment  was  now  ascertained  to  be 
against  the  old  law  on  the  ground  that  im- 
proper influence  might  be  used  under  it; 
that  he  was  in  favour  of  a  repeal  of  that 


from  the  Upper  House; — for  this  pur- 
pose the  present  amendment  is  offered. 

After  a  few  observations  from  other 
gentlemen,  tending  to  show  the  impor- 
tance of  unbiassed  suffrage  to  the 
enjoyment  of  true  liberty,  the  bill  was 
made  the  order  of  the  day  for  Tuesday. 

[Tuesday,  October  14,  1817] 
The  act  concerning  the  Election  of 
Governor,  &c.  was  then  resumed,  when  a 
desultory  debate  arose  on  that  clause 
permitting  the  freemen  to  vote  by  written 
or  printed  tickets,  in  consequence  of  a 
proposed  amendment,  to  have  the  tickets 
written  only.  In  the  course  of  the  debate, 
it  was  contended,  in  favour  of  the  amend- 
ment, that,  as  the  principal  object  of  this 
law  was  to  secure  the  right  of  unbiassed 
suffrage,  the  act  should  be  framed  in 
such  a  manner  as  to  exclude  all  influ- 
ence. In  its  present  state,  however,  this 
was  not  the  case;  because,  if  the  votes 
should  be  printed,  the  probability  was, 
that  only  two  sets  would  be  distributed 
throughout  the  State:  the  consequence  of 
which,  would  be,  that  the  freemen  could 
not  make  any  other  selection  than  those 
offered,  without  the  hazard  of  voting 
without  effect.  That  the  fact  of  giving  in 
a  printed  ticket,  carried  with  it  the  pre- 
sumption of  a  bias;  because,  it  is  not 
probable  that  many  men  would  have 
such  votes,  unless  they  came  from 
others;  for  comparatively  few  would 
apply  at  a  printing-office  to  obtain  them. 
It  was  urged  farther,  that  the  act  of  writ- 
ing, as  it  afforded  time  to  reflect  on  the 
importance  of  the  step  about  to  be  taken, 
would  result  in  a  more  deliberate,  and 
therefore,  a  more  judicious  vote. 

On  the  other  side,  it  was  said,  that  the 
clause  on  which  this  amendment  was 
grounded,  allowed  the  freemen  to  use 
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law,  and  of  a  substitute  which  should  be 
as  free  as  possible  from  all  grounds  of 
complaint,  which  had  been  urged  against 
the  old  law;  that  if  printed  tickets  were  au- 
thorized, it  would  be  giving  legislative 
sanction  to  the  organization  of  parties, 
when  it  was  their  duty  to  do  all  in  their 
power  to  prevent  it;  that  every  freeman 
should  be  left  to  act  entirely  unbiassed, 
and  to  select  such  men  for  himself,  as  in 
his  conscience  he  believed  to  be  best 
qualified  to  administer  the  government. 
If,  said  Mr.  E.  a  freeman  is  permitted  to 
vote  by  a  printed  ticket,  the  presumption 
is  almost  necessarily,  that  it  was  fur- 
nished him  by  some  one  else,  and  was 
not  an  evidence  of  his  free  and  unbiassed 
choice.  The  freemen  of  Connecticut  are 
as  enlightened  as  any  in  the  world,  and  I 
cannot  subscribe  to  the  opinion  of  the 
gentleman  from  Danbury,  (Mr.  Taylor) 
that  they  are  not  competent  to  act  for 
themselves.  I  am  for  doing  away  every 
thing  that  looks  like  party  in  the  elec- 
tions, and  every  thing  that  tends  to  create 
an  undue  influence.  If  the  votes  are  writ- 
ten, the  presumption  is  that  each  voter 
deliberately  selects  for  himself. 

Gen.  Griswold  was  of  the  same  opin- 
ion:  he  ful[l]y  accorded  with  the 
sentiments  of  the  gentleman  from  Hartford 
[Jonathan  W.  Edwards],  and  expected  if 
the  bill  passed  in  its  present  form,  to  see  in 
less  than  six  months  votes  exposed  for  sale 
in  every  grog  shop  in  the  state. 

Mr.  McLellan  said  it  had  been  re- 
marked by  one  gentleman,  (Mr. 
Channing)  that  in  some  of  the  neighbor- 
ing states  this  mode  of  voting  by  printed 
ticket  had  been  adopted,  but  that  circum- 
stance furnished  no  reason  for  engrafting 
it  into  our  system.  It  was  a  practice  intro- 
duced from  the  south,  and  was  directly 
calculated  to  create  improper  influence. 


written  or  printed  votes,  at  their  option; 
that  mistakes  had  frequently  occurred  in 
writing  votes,  by  which  the  exercise  of 
suffrage  had  been  rendered  useless,  in 
consequence  of  an  accidental  misnomer 
the  name  of  the  candidate  not  having 
been  written  out  at  full  length,  or  having 
been  mis-spelt.  Mistakes  of  this  kind 
would  be  prevented  by  printing;  and  if 
the  freeman  did  not  like  the  whole  ticket, 
he  might  make  a  selection  to  please  him- 
self, leaving  the  rest  untouched;  or  he 
could  supply  the  deficiency  by  writing. 
That  no  greater  bias  could  result  from 
this,  than  from  the  mode  of  publishing 
tickets  in  the  papers,  a  practice  of  long 
standing,  and  one  which  would  never  be 
discontinued,  without  restricting  the 
press. — Those  who  used  printed  tickets, 
would,  of  course,  wish  to  know  the  char- 
acters of  the  persons  on  the  nomination: 
hence  would  arise  a  spirit  of  inquiry.  The 
present  mode  of  electing  Councillors 
from  different  parts  of  the  State,  did  not 
afford  the  people  that  opportunity  of 
knowing  all  the  candidates.  For  informa- 
tion on  this  subject,  they  looked  to  the 
papers.  This  is  an  evil  inherent  in  our 
present  system,  and,  so  long  as  that 
exists,  cannot  easily  be  remedied.  The 
law,  as  it  stood,  would  expedite  the  busi- 
ness of  elections,  and  save  much  time  to 
the  freemen. 

The  bill  was  amended  and  postponed 
to  the  afternoon. 
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In  some  of  the  states,  said  Mr.  M.  where 
this  mode  is  adopted,  the  two  parties  ad- 
vance separately  to  the  polls  under  their 
respective  leaders,  after  previously  par- 
taking of  such  refreshments  as  are 
provided  for  them.  If  gentlemen  are  desir- 
ous of  adopting  this  mode  of  voting,  they 
had  better  carry  it  through,  and  make  pro- 
vision for  refreshment  for  the  voters. 

On  a  division  of  the  house,  the  motion 
for  striking  out  the  words  "or  printed? 
prevailed,  Federalists  and  moderate  men 
of  the  other  party  uniting  in  the  vote. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Ed- 
wards to  strike  out  that  part  of  the  bill 
which  provided  for  the  counting  of  the 
votes  "by  the  presiding  officer,  and  two 
senior  select  men,"  and  add  in  lieu 
thereof  "that  the  civil  authority  and 
select  men,  with  the  Town-Clerk,  should 
constitute  a  board  for  this  purpose."  This 
amendment  was  also  carried. 

When  Mr.  Tracy's  substitute  for  the 
old  law  again  came  before  the  house,  as 
amended:  Mr.  Foote  rose  and  said  he  was 
opposed  to  it.  He  said  he  was  in  favor  of 
all  improvement  in  arts  and  sciences,  but 
was  unwilling  to  engraft  on  an  old  stump, 
any  new  principle  in  this  case,  he  would 
have  a  thorough  reform  of  the  Law:  the 
time  had  come  when  the  Stand  Up  Law 
was  to  be  abolished,  public  opinion  called 
loudly  for  the  measure,  and  he  wished 
therefore  to  make  thorough  business  of  it. 

Mr.  Edwards  agreed,  that  public  senti- 
ment was  against  the  Stand  Up  Law,  so 
called,  but  when  the  bill  was  introduced 
last  Spring,  it  was  opposed,  on  the  ground 
that  nothing  was  offered  as  a  substitute,  it 
would  be  very  impolitic  to  repeal  a  Law 
without  furnishing  a  substitute  which 
should  answer  the  same  or  a  better  pur- 
pose; the  amendment  he  thought  answered 
all  the  purpose,  &  he  highly  approved  of 
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the  sentiment  expressed  by  his  excellency 
the  Governor,  "that  it  was  the  duty  of  re- 
formers to  repair,  and  improve,  not  to 
subvert  and  destroy." 

Mr.  Griswold  thought  the  amendment 
obviated  a  material  difficulty;  for  the  old 
Law  required  the  votes  to  be  counted  on 
the  same  day,  and  according  to  the  plan 
recommended  in  the  Bill,  this  in  many 
instances  would  be  found  impractica- 
ble— for  instance,  the  Town  of  Hartford 
has  700  freemen,  and  the  number  of 
votes  might  amount  to  14,000. 

Mr.  Coe  thought  the  Bill  had  better 
pass  with  the  amendment,  it  would  be 
more  likely  to  pass. — Postponed. 

[Connecticut  Journal, 
October  28, 1817] 

[Tuesday,  October  21,  1817] 
Bill  on  the  Election  Law,  resumed 
and  read  with  the  amendments. 


Mr.  Coe  said  he  was  in  favor  of  repeal- 
ing the  Stand  Up  Law — the  objection  of 
the  Council  to  repealing  that  law  last 
Spring,  was  a  want  of  a  substitute  in  con- 
sideration— if  the  law  is  not  repealed,  the 
consequence  will  be  that  we  must  be 
counted  36  times  next  Spring — he  would 
have  all  the  laws  relating  to  that  subject 
repealed — the  old  law  appointed  the  au- 
thority alone  to  count  the  votes,  without 
tellers — the  one  proposed  adds  to  the 
board,  the  select  men  of  the  town,  this 
will  be  an  improvement — the  old  law  also 
required  the  votes  to  be  counted  the  same 
day,  the  present  one  provides  for  any 


[The  Times, 
October  28, 1817] 

Tuesday,  (forenoon)  Oct  21. 

A  bill  for  a  public  act  repealing  the 
Stand-up  Law,  with  the  amendment  pro- 
viding for  the  election  of  Governor,  Lt. 
Governor,  Senators,  and  Representatives 
to  Congress,  and  Assistants  for  the  as- 
sembly was  taken  up  for  a  third  reading. 
If  this  bill  becomes  a  law  it  is  to  go  into 
operation  next  spring. 

Mr.  Coe  said  he  was  in  favor  of  re- 
pealing the  stand-up-law,  and  as  the 
Council  said  they  rejected  the  original 
bill  last  session  because  there  was  no 
substitute,  he  wished  the  bill  to  pass  with 
the  amendment,  as  the  provisions  of  the 
amendment  were  good,  and  served  to  ob- 
viate the  objection  of  the  Hon.  Upper 
House. 
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inconvenience  by  allowing  the  count  to 
be  completed  on  the  next  day — He  hoped 
the  Bill  might  pass. 

Mr.  Minor  said  the  Bill  could  not  be 
passed  as  now  reported — a  vote  could 
not  be  got  rid  of  in  any  indirect  way,  the 
only  way  to  get  rid  of  it  would  be  by  re- 
consideration— He  said  it  would  be 
ludicrous  to  adopt  the  amendments,  and 
then  pass  the  bill  in  its  original  form — he 
hoped  it  would  pass  with  the  amend- 
ment— he  could  wish  for  more 
amendments,  &  he  hoped  it  would  pass. 

Gen.  Griswold  was  apprehensive  that 
the  gentleman  was  under  a  mistake — 
there  could  be  no  difficulty  at  all — the 
Bill  was  reported  by  a  Joint  Committee, 
and  the  rule  is  that  when  the  vote  is  called 
for,  it  shall  be  taken  on  the  original  Bill; 
if  negatived,  it  shall  then  be  taken  on  the 
Bill  with  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Minor  said  that  he  perceived  he 
was  misunderstood  by  the  gentleman — 
the  amendments  had  already  passed,  and 
therefore  the  Bill  could  not  be  put  as 
original. 

Mr.  Warren  hoped  it  would  pass  in  the 
original  form — he  was  opposed  to  the 
amendment,  the  seal  might  be  broke  by 
unworthy  men — he  hoped  it  would  pass. 

Mr.  Pembleton  [Pendleton]  hoped  the 
original  Bill  would  pass — he  wished  all 
laws  on  this  subject  for  1 6  years,  repealed. 

Mr.  M'Clellan  said  it  was  stated  that 
public  sentiment  is  against  the  Stand  Up 
Law — he  had  not  the  honor  of  being  a 
member  of  the  House  last  Spring — but 
public  sentiment  might  have  altered — he 
was  altogether  opposed  to  a  repeal  of  the 
Stand  Up  Law;  even  with  the  amend- 
ment, we  are  not  like  to  get  a  substitute 
which  will  answer  the  purpose  as  well  as 
the  old  law.  Before  the  Stand  Up  Law 
was  made,  great  inconvenience  attended 


Mr.  Miner  said  he  did  not  see  that  the 
House  could  pass  the  bill  without  the 
amendment.  They  had  already  adopted 
it.  It  would  be,  said  the  gentleman,  amus- 
ing to  see  this  body  one  moment 
approving,  and  the  next  moment  reject- 
ing the  same  thing,  and  he  wished  the  bill 
to  pass  as  amended. 


Gen.  Griswold  said,  Mr.  Speaker,  I 
am  apprehensive  the  gentleman  last  up 
labors  under  some  mistake.  The  original 
bill  was  reported  by  a  joint  committee, 
and  might  pass  in  its  original  form  as 
well  as  to  pass  thus  amended. 


Mr.  M'Lellan.  It  is  said  this  bill  in  its 
original  form  was  reported  by  a  joint 
committee  last  session,  and  this  is  urged 
as  a  reason  why  it  should  pass.  It  is  also 
said,  public  sentiment  was  in  favor  of  a 
repeal  of  the  stand  up-law.  I  am  opposed 
to  the  repeal  of  the  stand-up-law.  The 
time  it  would  take  for  the  freemen  to  put 
in  their  votes  is  an  objection  against  it. 
Even  at  this  time  many  of  the  freemen 
retire  before  the  votes  for  the  council  are 
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the  elections,  many  of  the  freemen 
would  not  stay  to  transact  the  business. 
In  some  places  they  voted  not  by  ballot, 
but  by  parole,  and  this  mode  was  sanc- 
tioned from  custom,  and  the  returns 
accepted  notwithstanding  they  were  ille- 
gal. The  mode  of  voting  by  standing  up, 
is  more  convenient  than  any  other,  and 
there  had  never  been  really  any  objection 
to  the  law,  but  the  noise  which  was  made 
about  it.  It  is  said  that  men  will  not  dare 
to  stand  up,  and  let  it  be  known  who  they 
vote  for — and  pray  what  is  it,  if  a  free- 
man in  Woodstock  is  to  vote  for  a  man  in 
Fairfield  County?  Such  is  the  independ- 
ence of  freemen  that  not  one  would  be 
unduly  affected  by  declaring  his  choice. 
There  has  been  more  noise  upon  this 
subject  than  was  necessary — it  is  said 
the  law  operates  unfavorable  to  the  mi- 
nority, but  this  must  now  have  ceased  to 
be  an  objection;  the  minority  now  how- 
ever, would  not  be  afraid  to  stand  up  and 
vote.  If  they  were,  they  could  find  com- 
pany enough  on  the  other  side — he 
hoped  the  House  might  act  rationally  and 
then  it  would  act  right,  and  let  public 
opinion  take  care  of  itself. 

Mr.  Tailor  said  the  Stand  Up  Law  had 
been  a  grievance  for  twelve  years — it 
had  proved  the  downfall  of  its  authors — 
he  hoped  it  would  not  be  the  downfall  of 
its  opposers — he  would  not  suffer  a  law 
to  continue,  that  had  become  so  obnox- 
ious to  the  people — and  after  they  had 
taken  so  much  pains  to  make  the  people 
believe  it  was  a  bad  law;  they  ought  to  be 
ready  to  vote  for  a  repeal! 

Mr.  Coe  said  the  gentleman  from 
Woodstock  [John  McClellan],  had  com- 
plained that  it  would  take  longer  time  to 
vote  in  the  new  way;  but  the  names  might 
all  go  on  to  a  single  piece  of  paper,  and 
that  carried  in,  the  business  of  voting  was 


called  for,  and  if  any  other  method  is 
adopted  requiring  a  greater  length  of 
time,  it  will  be  impossible  for  the  law  to 
go  into  operation.  Before  the  stand-up- 
law  was  made,  large  towns  had  adopted 
this  method,  and  the  Legislature  to  have 
a  uniformity  and  to  facilitate  business 
made  this  act.  There  is  no  objection 
made  to  the  stand-up  law  but  this,  that  it 
has  a  tendency  to  abridge  the  liberties  of 
the  freemen  when  giving  in  their  votes. 
But  sir,  I  believe  a  man  would  stand  up 
and  be  counted  as  independently  as  to 
give  in  a  piece  of  paper.  The  party  who 
complained  of  this  law  have  now  become 
the  majority.  I  believe  we  had  better  act 
the  part  of  common  sense,  and  let  the 
public  sentiment  go.  I  hope  the  stand-up- 
law  will  not  be  repealed. 


Mr.  Taylor,  said  the  stand-up-law  had 
been  the  downfall  of  the  party  who  made 
it,  and  he  hoped  it  would  not  be  the  case 
with  the  present  majority. 


Mr.  Coe  replied  to  the  gentleman 
from  Woodstock.  Said  he,  that  gentle- 
man urges  as  an  objection  to  the  repeal  of 
the  stand  up-law,  that  it  is  the  most  expe- 
ditious method  of  doing  business;  but  I 
would  ask  if  it  would  take  a  longer  time 
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done.  Whereas,  if  in  the  other  case  you 
have  one  ticket  you  must  be  counted  20 
times,  and  if  two  40  times.  It  might  take 
longer  to  count  the  ballots,  but  this  can  be 
done  by  the  Board,  and  the  freemen  may 
go  home  to  their  ordinary  business. 


Gen.  Griswold  said  that  whatever  he 
did,  he  would  do  that  which  should 
remedy  the  evil — pass  the  Bill  as  origi- 
nally reported,  and  you  put  it  out  of  your 
power  to  have  votes  counted  legally — it 
cannot  be  according  to  reason  and  sound 
principle,  to  revive  the  old  law.  Every 
freeman  puts  in  the  name  he  votes  for,  in 
nomination;  the  votes  are  sent  to  the  As- 
sembly, and  the  Committee  on  election 
day  will  have  to  count  480,000  votes, 
which  will  be  utterly  impossible.  He  con- 
sidered that  mode  of  voting  a  fair  mode, 
that  it  was  founded  on  the  only  true  prin- 
ciple of  independent  elections — The 
man  who  is  afraid  to  vote  in  the  light,  is 
not  fit  to  vote  at  all — In  Massachusetts 
each  freeman  must  come  to  the  ballot 
box,  and  show  himself;  the  same  is  the 
case  in  the  state  of  New-York — He  felt 
willing  to  have  the  Bill  pass  with  the  pres- 
ent amendment — it  might  alarm  some 
gentlemen  for  the  next  election,  but  the 
freemen  would  pick  out  the  best  on  the  list, 
and  he  really  thought  there  was  no  ground 
for  alarm  on  that  score. 

Mr.  Burrows  said  he  would  move  that 
the  Bill  be  postponed — There  appeared 
to  be  a  diversity  of  opinion  upon  the  sub- 
ject— some  would  pass  the  old  Bill,  and 
others  would  pass  the  Bill  with  the 
amendments — he  had  just  heard  the  old 
law  read,  and  he  wished  to  give  the  sub- 
ject a  little  more  attention. 


for  the  freemen  to  go  round  once  and 
give  in  their  votes,  than  for  them  to  stand 
up  and  be  counted  40  times.  As  it  re- 
spected the  counting  of  the  votes  after 
they  were  given  in,  the  present  bill  with 
the  amendment  made  a  large  board  of 
counters. — the  assistants,  the  civil  au- 
thority, and  the  selectmen  present.  And  it 
also  made  suitable  provision  as  it  re- 
spects time. 

Mr.  Griswold  said,  were  we  to  adopt 
the  bill  without  the  amendment,  we 
should  put  it  out  of  the  power  of  the  free- 
men to  vote  according  to  law.  The 
number  of  freemen  is  about  30,000.  Is  it 
possible  sir,  for  the  board  to  count  the 
votes  as  the  law  directs.  I  am  sir  in  favor 
of  the  stand  up  law  or  of  that  mode  of 
voting.  A  man  that  is  afraid  to  stand  up 
and  vote  is  not  fit  to  vote.  This  is  the 
manner  of  voting  in  Massachusetts,  in 
New-York  and  other  places — Notwith- 
standing if  the  bill  pass,  I  am  in  favor  of 
its  passage  as  amended. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Burrows  the  bill 
was  postponed  till  afternoon. 

[Alternate  Version  of  Debate  from 

Connecticut  Herald, 

October  28, 1817] 

[Tuesday,  October  21,1817] 
The  Election  Law,  with  its  amend- 
ments, was  again  read. 

On  a  question  of  order,  whether  the 
original  bill  could  be  considered  as  a  sub- 
ject of  debate,  on  which  to  act,  Mr.  Miner, 
of  Stamford,  observed,  that  he  did  not 
think,  the  House  could  consistently  vote 
for  the  original  bill,  after  having  passed 
the  important  amendments  which  it  had 
undergone,  without  previously  disposing 
of  them.  He  hoped  that  the  amendments 
would  pass,  although  he  could  have 
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Mr.  Edwards  said  if  it  was  the  object 
of  the  gentleman  to  get  information,  he 
had  certainly  had  abundant  time  for  that 
purpose — there  could  be  no  doubt  re- 
maining in  the  minds  of  the  House,  upon 
the  subject — the  subject  was  one  which 
had  long  been  complained  of,  and  talked 
of — the  Bill  was  originated  in  the  House 
last  Spring,  it  had  been  repeatedly  before 
the  House  this  session,  and  he  presumed 
that  every  member  must  have  made  up 
his  mind  upon  it:  he  could  therefore  see 
no  just  ground  for  postponement. 

Mr.  Tracy  said  the  gentlemen  [sic] 
from  Hebron  [Daniel  Burrows]  had  dis- 
covered certain  things  in  the  old  law, 
which  he  wished  to  give  further  consider- 
ation— for  his  part  he  thought  it  sufficient 
reason  for  granting  the  indulgence,  and  he 
wished  the  gentleman  might  be  gratified 
with  a  postponement,  at  least  till 
afternoon. 

Mr.  Foote  was  opposed  to  a  postpone- 
ment, on  the  ground  that  the  old  law  was 
misunderstood  by  the  gentleman — the 
old  law  which  required  the  votes  to  be 
counted  and  sealed  up  for  the  Assembly 
on  the  same  day,  is  repealed. 

Mr.  Channing  was  opposed  to  a  post- 
ponement— we  have  already  spent  time 
enough  upon  the  subject;  if  business  is 
put  off  in  this  way,  it  will  be  impractica- 
ble to  adjourn  this  week.  The  question 
had  already  occupied  so  much  time  that 
he  thought  it  would  not  be  postponed. 

Mr.  Tailor  said  he  differed  from  the 
gentleman  from  Hartford  [Jona- 
than W.  Edwards] — we  have  time 
enough — in  my  opinion  the  law  never 
ought  to  have  been  made,  and  since  we 
have  so  managed,  Mr.  Speaker,  for  12 
years,  as  to  make  the  people  believe  it  is  a 
bad  law,  shall  we  not  be  ready  to  vote  for 
its  repeal?!! — Postponed. 


wished  that  some  other  laws  on  the  sub- 
ject of  elections  had  been  repealed. 

Mr.  Warren  opposed  the  amend- 
ments, and  hoped  that  the  bill  would  pass 
as  originally  reported. 

Mr.  McLellan  still  retained  a  prefer- 
ence for  the  Stand-up  law.  The  present 
bill,  it  is  said,  was  reported  at  the  last  ses- 
sion, on  the  ground  that  public  opinion 
was  opposed  to  the  old  law.  Public  opin- 
ion, however,  may  have  undergone  a 
change  since  that  time.  The  old  law,  he 
contended,  facilitated  business  at  the 
elections,  and  was  enacted  with  a  view  to 
this  object;  there  having  been  complaints 
that  the  time,  consumed  in  voting  under 
the  ancient  law.  on  account  of  the 
number  of  votes  to  be  given  in,  was  too 
great.  He  was  also  opposed  to  the  amend- 
ments. He  knew  of  no  objection  to  the 
stand  up  law.  as  it  had  been  called,  except- 
ing the  noise  which  had  been  made,  about 
the  undue  bias  which  it  was  said  to  pro- 
duce on  the  minds  of  independent 
freemen,  who  would  not  stand  up  and 
show  their  votes.  He  believed,  however, 
that  they  were  too  independent  to  be  in- 
fluenced by  such  fears.  He  did  not  believe 
that  they  would  now  be  ashamed. 

Mr.  Coe.  of  Middletown,  said,  that 
the  gentleman  from  Woodstock  [John 
McClellan]  objected  to  the  repeal  of  the 
stand  up  law.  because  the  mere  repeal 
would  revive  the  ancient  law.  which 
would  require  too  much  time  in  voting. 
By  that  law.  the  freemen  could  give  in 
their  votes  for  the  whole  number  to  stand 
in  nomination,  on  one  strip  of  paper.  He 
would  ask  the  gentleman,  therefore, 
whether  it  would  take  longer  to  go  round 
once  in  voting,  than  to  stand  up  and  be 
counted  forty  times? 

General  Griswold  hoped,  that  what- 
ever we  did  on  this  subject,  we  would  at 
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[Connecticut  Journal, 
October  28, 1817] 

[Thursday,  October  23,  1817] 

Election  Bill. 

Mr.  Lanman  did  not  know  but  that  he 
should  be  thought  somewhat  singular  in 
his  ideas  relating  to  this  subject.  But  he 
would  pass  the  law  as  proposed;  it  was 
held  up  as  an  idea  that  there  must  be  con- 
ciliation upon  this  subject  by  adopting  a 
substitute, — the  council  it  is  said,  re- 
fused to  repeal  the  law  for  want  of  a 
substitute,  and  this  substitute  is  found  in 
the  amendment  of  the  bill  on  your 
table. — Since  the  Stand  up  Law  has 
become  so  obnoxious  to  public  feeling,  it 
must  be  repealed  of  course.  It  is  immate- 
rial whether  the  charge  is  well  founded, 
or  whether  it  is  made  from  good  sense. 
This  law  seems  to  have  controlled  the 
right  of  suffrage.  I  speak  not  from  any  ex- 
perimental  feeling  of  my  own,  but 
common  feeling  must  be  respected;  men 
of  various  conditions  in  the  state  vote. 
The  right  of  suffrage  is  obtained  cheap, 
and  the  law  must  have  effect.  It  is  a  vain 


least  provide  a  remedy  for  those  who 
complained  of  the  stand-up  law.  If  the 
original  bill  passed,  however,  it  should 
be  remembered  that  the  votes  given  in, 
must  be  sent  to  the  Assembly  to  count. 
They  were  to  be  counted  in  one  day:  the 
number  would  probably  amount  to 
480,000 — a  number  certainly  too  great 
to  be  counted  in  a  single  day.  He  was, 
however,  in  favour  of  the  stand-up  law, 
and  believed  that  a  man  who  feared  to 
stand  up  and  be  counted  in  voting,  was 
not  fit  to  vote  secretly. 

The  further  consideration  of  the  bill 
was  postponed  to  the  afternoon;  when 
the  House  was  called  to  a  public  hearing. 

[Connecticut  Herald, 
October  28, 1817] 

[Thursday,  October  23,  1817] 
The  election  act,  with  its  amend- 
ments, was  read  a  third  time.  After  many 
lengthy  and  spirited  debates,  comprising 
in  substance,  nearly  the  same  arguments 
which  had  been  used  before  on  the  same 
subject,  Mr.  Channing  moved  a  recon- 
sideration of  the  amendments,  in  order  to 
bring  the  question  on  the  original  bill, 
fairly  before  the  House. 
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hope,  that  temper  and  ill  blood  will  be 
conciliated  by  a  substitute.  It  is  hardly 
opportune  to  act  on  this  subject.  It  is  a 
subject  on  which  there  are  too  many  laws 
already.  I  should  like  to  see  the  rights  of 
suffrage  summed  up  and  protected  in  a 
single  article,  and  made  so  plain,  that  he 
who  runs  to  or  from  an  election,  might 
read.  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  time  will 
come  when  these  laws  will  be  sifted;  to 
make  a  law  as  a  substitute,  would  only 
add  a  new  law,  and  not  prevent  the  neces- 
sity of  taking  up  the  subject  again.  It  is 
no  consequence  whether  the  other 
branch  concur  with  our  proceedings  or 
not — If  they  will  bow  to  public  opinion  I 
shall  be  glad:  but  if  not.  our  hands  are 
tied  as  to  passing  any  thing  into  a  law. 
and  we  can  do  no  more  than  merely  to 
express  our  feelings  until  such  time  as  a 
council  shall  be  disposed  to  co-operate 
in  the  measure.  I  am  in  favour  of  the  bill. 
Mr.  Burrows  said,  if  public  opinion  is 
attended  to.  the  law  ought  to  be  re- 
pealed:— the  only  reason  which  was 
assigned  by  the  council,  for  not  repeal- 
ing was  the  want  of  a  substitute:  this 
substitute,  gentlemen  say.  is  contained  in 
the  amendment  of  this  bill.  It  is  impor- 
tant to  have  this  subject  well  digested. — 
I  am  opposed  to  the  substitute,  for  it  will 
only  answer  a  temporary  purpose — "the 
only  object,  gentlemen  say.  for  propos- 
ing the  amendment,  is  to  have  a 
substitute,  should  the  old  law  be  re- 
pealed, which  can  be  fairly  understood." 
The  old  law  is  not  understood:  there  are 
not  20  in  the  house  who  understand  it. — 
How  then  can  gentlemen  tell  whether  the 
substitute  is  better  than  the  old  law:  we 
ought  to  use  deliberation  on  the  subject; 
our  object  is  to  guard  the  rights  of  the 
people,  and  relieve  them  from  the  incon- 
venience of  the  Stand-up  Law. 
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Gen.  Griswold  said  it  was  a  little  sin- 
gular that  gentlemen  would  repeal  the 
4th  paragraph,  and  let  the  old  law  take  its 
course.  The  gentleman  from  Hebron  says 
that  not  twenty  in  the  House  understand 
the  old  law,  and  he  would  therefore 
repeal,  and  give  it  full  force — this  [is]  a 
strange  way  to  be  sure.  But  nobody  ob- 
jects to  the  amendment,  it  passed  in  a  full 
house,  with  a  very  full  vote.  If  we  do  any 
thing  let  us  secure  the  freedom  of  suf- 
frage— bring  the  old  law  into  force,  and  I 
will  hazard  the  assertion,  that  next  elec- 
tion a  large  number  of  the  votes  will  be 
lost.  The  votes  must  all  be  declared  on 
the  same  day  in  open  freemen's  meeting; 
the  votes  must  be  assorted,  and  in  many 
towns  there  will  be  10,000  to  count  after 
dark,  and  it  will  be  impossible  to  get 
through  with  it.  And  what  is  the  conse- 
quence, the  votes  are  illegal  and  lost.  The 
amendment  proposes  a  substitute  for  this 
evil,  by  authorising  the  uncounted  votes 
to  be  sealed  up  for  completion  on  the 
next  day.  The  old  law  is  vastly  more  in- 
convenient than  the  Stand  Up  Law,  and 
before  the  Stand  Up  Law  became  a  sub- 
stitute, it  was  avoided  in  every  manner 
possible,  there  were  as  many  ways  of 
voting  as  there  were  towns  in  the  State. 

Mr.  Minor  was  ready  and  anxious  to 
have  the  Statute  Law  repealed,  but  this 
did  not  seem  to  be  the  proper  way  to  get 
rid  of  the  question.  He  thought  that  the 
original  Bill  could  not  be  adopted,  after 
an  amendment  by  the  House  without  in- 
consistency. If  the  House  had  changed 
their  opinion,  he  wished  they  might  take 
the  common  course  and  move  for  re-con- 
sideration; he  should  be  lo[a]th  to  have  it 
said  the  amendment  was  got  rid  of  in  any 
other  way. 

Mr.  Edwards  said  he  was  in  favor  of 
the  Bill  as  amended — He  had  opposed 
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the  repeal  of  the  Stand  Up  Law,  because 
no  substitute  had  been  offered  by  which 
every  freeman  could  vote  without  bias. 
He  was  willing  to  give  up  his  opinion  and 
repeal  the  Stand  Up  Law,  but  he  would 
have  a  substitute  which  should  guard  the 
entire  freedom  of  election.  If  the  old  law 
is  ambiguous,  and  gentlemen  confess 
that  not  one  in  20  of  the  House  under- 
stands it,  is  there  not  a  manifest 
inconsistency  in  making  it  a  substitute 
for  one  which  is  plain  and  understood  by 
every  one.  But  the  amendment  as  I  con- 
ceive, affords  a  substitute  which  will 
answer  every  purpose.  The  great  object 
of  present  enquiry  is  a  mode  of  obtaining 
the  minds  of  the  freemen,  which  shall  be 
least  liable  to  undue  influence,  and  best 
calculated  to  expedite  the  business.  And 
Sir,  can  there  be  more  freedom  than  to 
write  the  names  of  your  candidates  in  the 
most  retired  place,  and  with  the  most 
perfect  secrecy.  The  law  provides  for  se- 
lecting your  Councillors  out  of  twenty 
Candidates,  and  the  freedom  of  choosing 
them  cant  be  better  secured  than  in  this 
way.  The  inconvenience  of  the  old  law, 
as  pointed  out  by  the  gentleman  from 
East-Hartford  [Shubael  Griswold],  are 
obvious — The  freeman  is  called  upon  to 
give  in  his  vote  by  a  written  or  blank 
piece  of  paper.  But  is  not  the  other  way 
as  free,  to  write  twenty  votes  on  the  same 
piece  of  paper?  the  counting  is  made 
easier.  But  the  great  objection  to  the 
Stand  Up  Law,  operates  with  much 
greater  force  in  the  old  law;  for  in  this 
case,  every  freeman  is  called  upon  pub- 
licly to  give  in  his  vote,  and  he  must 
either  come  out  and  show  himself  in  his 
vote,  or  resort  to  the  mean  mode  of 
putting  in  a  blank  piece  of  paper.  I  am 
disposed,  Sir,  to  repeal  the  Stand  Up 
Law,  but  I  am  in  hope  to  set  the  right  of 
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suffrage  on  a  better  footing.  Gentlemen 
have  no  idea  that  the  old  law  will  answer 
the  purpose,  then  why  introduce  it  into 
the  Statute  Book.  If  you  do  any  thing 
upon  this  subject,  do  all  that  is  neces- 
sary— have  a  substitute  which  shall  be 
free  as  possible  from  objection,  and  not 
by  reviving  the  old  law,  leave  the  subject 
in  a  worse  situation  that  it  now  is. 

Mr.  Willey  said  one  reason  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Hebron  [Daniel  Burrows], 
would  induce  him  to  pass  the  amend- 
ment. Gentlemen  remarked  that  no  one 
understands  the  old  law — but  all  under- 
stand the  amendment;  and  I  think  it  a 
very  good  reason  why  it  should  be 
passed.  He  agreed  with  Mr.  Minor,  that 
the  original  Bill  could  not  be  passed. 

Mr.  Foote  would  not  trespass  but  a 
moment  on  the  patience  of  the  House. 
Gen.  Griswold  had  led  through  a  maze  of 
figures,  and  frighted  them  with  his  calcu- 
lation of  400,000  and  10,000.  But  if  the 
Law  in  100  years  had  not  been  so  incon- 
venient, he  could  see  no  reason  why  it 
should  be  so  now.  The  amendment  he 
said,  had  been  frittered  away  by  subse- 
quent amendments — He  hoped  the  Bill 
might  be  passed  as  originally  reported. 

Mr.  Channing  said  the  amendment 
provided  for  sealing  up  the  votes,  if  there 
should  not  be  time  to  count  them  on  town 
meeting  day,  to  be  counted  the  next  day. 
But  he  could  not  consent  to  entrust  the 
votes  of  the  freemen,  sealed  only  with  a 
wafer,  in  the  hands  of  any  man  on  earth. 
In  the  State  of  New- York,  this  thing  had 
been  managed  by  leaving  the  votes  in  the 
Ballot  Box,  and  giving  the  Box  to  one 
man,  and  the  Key  to  another.  Still  there 
was  great  opportunity  for  fraud,  and  he 
could  not  accept  the  amendment — He 
would  move  a  reconsideration.  Ad- 
journed till  two,  Afternoon. 
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[Connecticut  Journal, 
November  4,  1817] 

Continued  from  Thursday,  (fore- 
noon). Oct.  23 

Afternoon.  After  disposing  of  some 
ordinary  business,  the  Election  Bill  was 
again  resumed.  On  motion  of  Mr. 
Channing  for  reconsideration, 

Mr.  Phelps  said  he  was  in  favour  of  a 
repeal  of  the  present  law:  public  opinion 
had  rendered  it  necessary,  and  he  thought 
the  old  law  a  much  better  one  than  the 
amendment,  which  is  now  offered  as  a 
substitute — The  amendment  had  been 
passed  by  a  vote  of  the  house,  but  gentle- 
men had  a  right  to  alter  their  opinion. 
The  amendment  embraces  two  imperfec- 
tions, and  he  would  have  the  old  law  in 
force  rather  than  pass  an  imperfect  sub- 
stitute. One  objection  is  that  the  votes  are 
to  be  deposited  in  the  hands  of  a  man  de- 
pendent on  the  Legislature  for  his  civil 
existence,  another  objection  is,  that  in 
the  absence  of  the  next  in  authority  the 
constable  must  preside — he  could  not 
think  him  a  proper  person — he  would  not 
submit  the  votes  of  the  freemen  to  the 
hands  of  any  man;  the  seal  might  be 
broken  from  an  inducement  to  continue 
one  man  in  the  Legislature  in  preference 
to  another.  He  would  not  suppose  that  the 
civil  authority  in  the  various  towns  in  the 
State  are  not  men  of  integrity,  but  the  law 
should  provide  for  its  own  protection: 
the  votes  should  be  deposited  in  the 
hands  of  a  man  appointed  by  electors — 
The  civil  authority  should  constitute  the 
board,  and  if  necessary  constables  might 
be  called  in  to  count:  to  that  he  knew  no 
objection — But  he  wished  especially  to 
repeal  the  4th  section  of  the  present  law. 
Gentlemen  would  not  object  to  the 
repeal  if  the  bill  might  pass  into  a  law. 
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but  the  law  to  be  revised  would  not  be 
more  objectionable  than  the  amend- 
ment— he  would  submit  to  the  old  law 
till  May,  and  then  take  up  the  subject. 

Mr.  Burrows  said  if  the  act  to  be  passed 
was  to  do  away  the  amendment,  he  was  in 
favor  of  it — The  amendment  does  away 
the  right  of  freemen,  he  wished  to  secure 
those  rights,  and  he  could  not  conceive 
from  all  that  had  been  said,  that  any  thing 
would  be  gained  by  passing  the  bill  with 
the  amendment — The  great  difficulty  he 
said  was  to  obtain  a  proper  board  to  count 
the  votes — He  thought  the  freemen  present 
were  better  qualified  to  make  that  appoint- 
ment than  any  body  else. 

Mr.  Minor  said  he  was  agreed  with 
the  gentleman  that  the  old  law  ought  to 
be  repealed,  &  he  agreed  also  with  other 
gentlemen  that  there  ought  to  be  a  substi- 
tute provided;  but  it  was  objected  to  the 
amendment,  that  it  does  not  go  far 
enough,  but  it  appeared  to  be  correct  so 
far  as  it  goes,  and  he  would  not  utterly 
reject  it  because  it  was  not  absolutely 
perfect — If  correct  so  far  there  could  be 
no  objection  to  it,  and  if  he  could  not  get 
all  he  wished,  he  would  accept  of  what  he 
could  get — The  subject  was  one  which 
the  Legislature  ought  to  take  up,  and  he 
hoped  it  would  finally  have  justice  done 
it.  If  by  adopting  the  amendment  the  next 
election  would  be  facilitated;  the  bill 
ought  to  pass — Gentlemen  say  there  is 
danger  in  trusting  any  man  with  votes 
sealed  up,  and  if  the  danger  which  is 
attendant  on  reposing  such  a  trust  could 
be  avoided,  he  would  vote  with  the  gen- 
tleman; but  we  must  always  place  more 
or  less  dependence  on  the  integrity  of 
men  in  the  transaction  of  our  public  busi- 
ness. The  old  law  provides  for  giving  in 
the  votes  as  in  the  amendment,  but  it  does 
not  provide  for  the  counting  them  on  the 
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second  day  should  there  not  be  time  on 
the  first;  and  if  the  votes  are  not  all 
counted,  what  is  the  consequence?  they 
are  rendered  illegal  and  are  lost.  He 
would  leave  the  decision  to  the  house 
whether  it  is  not  better  to  seal  up  such 
votes  as  could  not  be  counted  on  the  day 
of  election,  and  deposit  them  in  the 
houses  of  an  officer  under  oath,  than  to 
have  the  votes  lost  by  not  being  season- 
ably counted.  The  provision  if  not  in  the 
best  shape,  is  certainly  better  than  the  old 
law;  the  old  law  was  not  understood,  and 
he  agreed  that  there  were  not  20  men  in 
the  State  who  would  pursue  the  same 
course  if  called  to  act  under  it. 

Gen.  Griswold  said  he  did  not  mean  to 
trouble  the  house,  but  there  was  a  most 
daring  inconsistency  in  gentlemen  who 
opposed  the  amendment — The  only  ob- 
jection to  the  stand  up  law  is  that  it  requires 
freemen  to  rise  and  give  in  their  votes,  and 
yet  this  objection  is  still  more  conspicuous 
in  the  old  law,  for  that  requires  the  names 
on  the  nomination  to  be  called,  and  this  ob- 
jection  the  amendment  does  away; 
according  to  this  the  freeman  may  select 
his  twelve  on  the  ticket  in  the  most  secret 
manner  and  lodge  them  in  the  box. 

Mr.  Edwards  said  that  a  disposition  to 
change  argued  weakness  in  individuals  if 
it  did  not  in  bodies  of  men,  and  shall  we 
change?  or  have  new  reasons  or  new  ar- 
guments been  offered  upon  this  subject? 
we  have  already  remarked  and  talked 
upon  it — no  argument  remains  to  our  op- 
ponents against  the  bill,  but  that  it 
requires  that  votes  which  can't  be 
counted  on  the  day  of  election  may  be 
sealed  up  for  the  next  day;  but  the  seal 
may  be  broken,  and  pray  sir  is  not  the  old 
law  liable  to  the  same  objection?  fraud 
can  be  practiced  as  easily  in  one  case  as 
the  other.  Is  not  the  business  done  in 
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presence  of  all  the  authority?  and  if  those 
who  are  entrusted  with  it  are  so  disposed, 
the  business  certainly  can  be  faithfully 
done,  and  I  am  unwilling  Sir  to  think  this 
trust  would  be  violated  by  gentlemen  so 
respectable  as  the  civil  authority  of  the 
several  towns  in  this  State,  when  under  a 
solemn  oath  for  the  faithful  discharge  of 
that  duty.  I  am  both  ready  and  willing  to 
repeal  the  stand-up  law;  but  I  would  not 
for  the  sake  of  doing  away  a  law  which 
has  a  mere  magical  influence  on  the  free- 
dom of  suffrage,  revive  one  which  will 
have  a  real  influence — there  seems  to  be 
Mr.  Speaker,  an  inconsistency  in  the 
opinions  of  gentlemen  on  this  subject, 
and  I  am  opposed  to  a  re  consideration. 

Mr.  Badger  declared  himself  in 
favour  of  the  bill,  and  the  amendment; 
he  liked  the  bill  generally,  and  he  could 
see  no  evil  in  passing  it  as  amended.  The 
bill  as  amended,  is  much  better  than  the 
old  law;  it  is  more  easily  understood, 
and  he  was  not  afraid  of  standing  up 
once  more  to  vote. 

Mr.  Tracy,  said  he  rose  merely  to  offer 
a  suggestion:  he  had  the  highest  respect 
for  his  worthy  friend  from  Windham;  his 
motives  were  always  pure;  but  he  did  not 
seem  to  fully  comprehend  the  subject. 
Mr.  T.  would  rather  it  would  be  decided 
against  his  feelings,  than  go  out  on  the 
previous  question. 

Mr.  Plant,  hoped  the  motion  for  re- 
consideration would  prevail; — he  was 
opposed  to  the  amendment,  and  would 
not  adopt  it;  he  was  opposed  to  having 
the  civil  authority  constitute  a  board  to 
count  the  votes.  Justices  are  not  proper 
persons  to  discharge  that  duty;  they  are 
dependent  upon  the  Legislature  for  their 
appointments.  The  same  is  the  case  with 
the  judges  of  Courts,  and  Assistants.  He 
said  the  gentleman  from  Hartford 
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[Jonathan  W.  Edwards]  was  somewhat 
inconsistent;  he  was  once  pleased  with 
the  old  law:  but  when  the  gentleman 
from  Norwich  [James  Lanman]  intro- 
duced his  motion,  he  ingeniously 
contrasts  this  with  the  old  law; — he  was 
not  opposed  to  a  substitute;  but  he  was 
opposed  to  the  one  offered  in  its  present 
shape.  It  is  said  the  old  law  is  a  bad  one, 
but  it  is  not  worse  now  than  it  formerly 
was,  and  it  had  once  answered  the  pur- 
pose for  a  century. 

Mr.  McLellan  said  he  was  pleased 
with  the  course  which  gentleman  are 
adopting,  the  course  of  submitting  to 
public  opinion.  Public  sentiment  is  said 
to  be  against  the  Stand  Up  Law:  this 
public  sentiment  commenced  last  Spring 
in  the  House  of  Representatives.  They  it 
seems  wished  for  a  repeal  of  the  Stand 
Up  Law;  but  for  want  of  a  substitute, 
public  sentiment  in  the  Upper  House 
would  not  repeal  it.  The  bill  would  now 
go  up  to  the  Council  and  would  not  be  re- 
pealed; and  so  far  as  the  present  question 
would  operate  to  prevent  a  repeal,  he  was 
in  favor  of  it,  for  the  Stand  Up  Law  was 
altogether  the  most  convenient;  he  was 
much  in  favor  of  it,  and  he  was  much  in 
favor  of  this  question  so  far  as  it  goes  to 
establish  it — hoped  on  that  account  the 
amendment  would  not  prevail. 

Mr.  Tracy  said  that  in  the  feelings  of 
his  own  mind,  there  were  certain  reasons 
paramount  to  all  other.  He  hoped  when  he 
heard  gentlemen  express  their  opinions, 
that  some  one  would  move  a  reconsidera- 
tion. If  gentlemen  were  disposed  to  offer 
other  amendments,  he  would  most  heart- 
ily co-operate  with  them — but  there  had 
been  a  very  great  difficulty  in  his  mind, 
and  he  did'nt  know  how  to  get  rid  of  it, 
for  he  thought  the  bill  could  not  pass 
with  the  amendment  ingrafted  into  it — 
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And  he  was  greatly  obliged  to  his  very 
RESPECTABLE  AND  LEARNED  friend 
from  New-London  (Mr.  Channing!)  for 
moving  a  reconsideration.  He  did  not 
know  how  he  should  have  got  rid  of  the 
difficulty,  if  the  gentleman  had  not  made 
that  motion:  the  obstruction  however  was 
now  entirely  removed  from  his  mind.  He 
would  repeal  that  justly  obnoxious  4th 
Section  of  the  present  Law! — On  the 
15th  of  September  he  was  elected  a  rep- 
resentative of  his  constituents! — They 
did  in  confidence,  give  him  instructions 
on  this  subject!  In  pursuance  of  his  own 
principles — the  wishes  of  his  constitu- 
ents, and  also  of  others  he  should  use  his 
best  exertions  for  the  repeal  of  that  4th 
Section — to  yield  to  the  wishes  of  his 
constituents  he  considered  the  first  prin- 
ciple of  society!  On  this  question  and 
every  other  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  submit  to 
the  opinion  of  the  community — it  would 
justify  his  conscience  before  a  higher  tri- 
bunal. He  said  it  was  acknowledged  on 
all  hands,  that  a  revision  of  the  law  was 
necessary — why  then  postpone  it?  He 
would  not  use  any  expression,  which 
should  assume  the  merit  to  himself,  but 
he  was  proud  of  being  associated  with 
gentlemen  of  talents  on  this  subject. — 
The  freemen  had  long  been  anxious  to 
elect  gentlemen  of  talents!  He  fully  con- 
curred in  the  sentiments  expressed  by  his 
worthy  colleague — The  feelings  of  all 
the  freemen  would  re-echo  this  senti- 
ment. Why  then  do  not  gentlemen  bring 
in  a  bill  which  shall  place  this  subject  on 
the  most  fair  and  honorable  footing?  He 
would  go  all  lengths  to  support  them  in  it. 
When  gentlemen  look  their  constituents 
in  the  face,  and  are  asked  why  the  Stand 
Up  Law  is  not  repealed,  what  will  they 
say?  That  no  gentlemen  were  competent 
to  draught  a  law?  they  will  not  say  it. 
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Perhaps  that  they  had  not  time  to  do  it — 
but  they  had  three  weeks,  and  not  much 
business  to  crowd  them:  if  three  weeks 
are  not  sufficient,  take  three  months! — 
But  Mr.  Speaker,  this  will  not  answer — 
there  are  gentlemen  here,  who  are  capa- 
ble of  doing  this  business  in  one 
evening — "But  the  other  Branch  of  the 
Legislature  will  not  pass  the  Law."  We 
dont  know  this — we  have  no  right  to 
know  it. — On  this  subject  I  have  felt  in- 
dignant, when  I  know  I  have  been  treated 
by  that  House  with  contu-I-I-I-meant 
no  disrespect  to  Upper  House,  Mr. 
Speaker.  {'The  gentleman  is  not  at  lib- 
erty to  speak  disrespectfully  of  the  Hon. 
Upper  House."}  I  ask  pardon  Mr. 
Speaker,  I  really  had  no  such  intention; 
the  next  sentence  would  have  explained 
it,  so  as  to  have  been  apparent  to  every 
one,  that  I  had  no  such  idea. — I  feel  it  to 
be  an  imperious  duty  on  me  that  some- 
thing should  be  effected,  something 
should  be  done — I  have  no  excuse  that  I 
could  make  to  my  constituents.  If  the 
gentlemen  will  propose  a  substitute,  I 
will  most  cheerfully  accord  with  them. 

On  the  question  of  reconsideration, 
the  House  divided:  carried,  98  to  94. — 
Question  on  the  original  Bill,  by  Ayes 
and  Nays— A.  126,  N.  68. 


[Connecticut  Herald, 
October  28, 1817] 

[Thursday,  October  23,  1817] 

The  election  law  was  again  resumed, 
on  the  motion  to  reconsider  the  amend- 
ments, and  again  received  discussion. 

Mr.  McLellan  observed,  he  was  decid- 
edly in  favour  of  a  reconsideration; 
because,  as  the  original  bill  had  once  been 
rejected  by  the  Council,  it  was  now  re- 
duced almost  to  a  demonstration,  that  they 
would  not  concur.  The  result  then  would 
be,  a  continuance  of  the  stand-up  law. 

On  the  question,  the  House  was 
divided — 

For  the  motion,       98 
Against  it,  94 

The  question  on  the  original  bill,  was 
then  put,  and  on  request  of  Mr.  E.  Tracy, 
taken  by  yeas  and  nays. 

Yeas,  126 

Nays,  68 

[Alterate  Version  from 
American  Mercury,  October  28, 1817] 

[Thursday,  October  23,  1817] 
The  bill  to  repeal  the  Stand-up  law 
was  taken  up  for  a  third  reading.  The 
Speaker  decided  that  the  bill  must  be  tried 
as  originally  reported. — if  it  did  not  pass 
in  that  shape,  then  it  would  be  tried  with 
the  amendments. — Motion  made  and  sec- 
onded to  reconsider  the  vote  adopting  the 
amendments  and  prevailed. — For  recon- 
sideration 98,  against  it  94. 
The  House  adjourned. 
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[Connecticut  Journal, 
November  4, 1817] 

[Tuesday,  October  28,  1817] 
ELECTION  BILL. 

This  Bill  came  back  from  the  Hon. 
Upper  House,  concurred  in,  with  an 
amendment,  to  wit,  by  adding  a  section, 
which  provides  that  the  names  of  the  can- 
didates, be  put  on  one  piece  of  paper, 
fairly  written,  and  not  printed. 

Mr.  Stevens  wished  for  the  reasons 
for  such  an  amendment. 

Gen.  Griswold  said  he  could  give  the 
reasons  if  the  gentleman  wished. — The 
old  law  is  ambiguous — it  is  doubtful 
whether  the  votes  are  to  be  written  on  one 
piece  of  paper  or  on  separate  pieces.  The 
custom  used  to  be  to  put  them  on  strips 
that  would  all  hang  together — as  had  been 
said,  if  you  vote  by  the  old  law,  the  votes 
could  not  all  be  counted  within  the  time 
required.  He  did  not  know  that  the  old  law 
allowed  the  votes  of  2  freemen  to  go  in  on 
the  same  piece  of  paper,  but  this  prevents 
it.  As  to  the  part  which  excludes  printed 
tickets,  there  will  be  no  objection. 

Mr.  Edwards  said  he  had  voted  for  all 
the  amendments,  and  he  believed  this 
must  meet  the  sentiments  of  all  on  the 
floor.  While  the  old  law  was  in  force, 


Thursday  afternoon. 

On  the  passage  of  the  bill  repealing 
the  stand-up  law,  the  question  was  taken 
by  yeas  and  nays. — Yeas  126 — Nays  68. 
If  the  Council  pass  the  bill  and  the  Gov- 
ernor sign  it,  the  Stand  up  law  is 
repealed.  There  was  considerable  debate 
on  the  subject,  which  we  must  omit  for 
the  present.  It  can  truly  be  said,  gentle- 
men wished  to  have  the  election  laws  as 
perfect  as  possible,  which  is  hoped  for  at 
some  future  period. 

[Connecticut  Herald, 
November  4, 1817] 

[Tuesday,  October  28,  1817] 

The  repeal  of  the  Stand-up  law  was 
returned  from  the  Upper  House,  with  the 
following  amendment. 

"Sect  2d.  Be  it  further  enacted,  that 
each  freeman  giving  his  vote  for  persons 
to  stand  in  any  nomination,  shall  give  the 
same  on  one  piece  of  paper  only,  with  the 
names  of  the  persons  then  voted  for, 
fairly  written,  and  not  printed;  and  shall 
deliver  the  same  on  the  ballot  box  to  the 
presiding  officer  of  the  meeting,  to  be 
counted  and  returned  according  to  law; 
and  no  more  than  the  vote  of  one  free- 
man shall  be  in  any  way  contained  in  one 
piece  of  paper:  nor  shall  any  vote  be  re- 
ceived, unless  the  names  of  the  persons 
voted  for,  be  fairly  written  in  manner 
aforesaid^ 

On  a  motion  for  reconsideration  and 
concurrence: — 

In  favour  of  the  motion,  it  was  said, 
that  this  amendment  obviated  the  princi- 
pal objection  which  had  existed,  to  a 
repeal  of  the  Stand-up  Law,  to  wit,  the 
ambiguity  of  the  old  law  intended  to  be 
revived.  It  was  so  explicit  as  to  leave  no 
room  to  doubt. 
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there  were  innumerable  modes  of  voting 
in  the  State.  In  some  towns  the  presiding 
officer  marked  against  the  names  of  the 
several  candidates.  He  thought  it  desir- 
able to  have  some  plan  which  should  be 
common  to  all  the  towns. 

Mr.  Foote  said  he  was  not  in  favor  of 
the  amendment:  it  was  acknowledged 
that  the  votes  may  be  on  one  piece  of 
paper — The  public  call  loud  to  be  re- 
stored to  their  ancient  mode  of  voting. 

Mr.  Tomlinson  was  in  favor  of  repeal- 
ing  the  law — objections  have  been 
started  and  removed — the  old  law  is  ex- 
plicit as  it  can  be — the  amendment 
requires  the  votes  to  be  written,  and  "not 
printed."  If  we  say  written,  we  mean 
written — but  the  names  must  be  written 
on  one  piece  of  paper,  and  not  on  two — 
This  is  a  nice  point,  indeed. 

Mr.  Barnes  said  he  was  in  favor  of  the 
old  amendment,  and  he  was  in  favor  of  this: 
the  subject  is  made  more  explicit;  voting  by 
marks  is  very  improper,  and  the  provi- 
sion of  the  amendment  cant  be  mistaken. 

Mr.  Edwards  said  he  would  not  object 
to  the  amendment  because  it  comes  from 
the  U.  House,  nor  because  we  did  not  orig- 
inate it.  Gentlemen  say  it  is  just  like  the  old 
law,  then  why  object  to  the  explanation. 
Gentlemen  did  vote  in  this  town  by  marks, 
and  he  could  see  no  objection  to  the 
amendment,  unless  such  as  he  had  made. 

Mr.  Tomlinson  would  not  reject  the 
amendment  because  it  came  from  the 
Upper  House,  nor  because  it  did  not  orig- 
inate in  the  Lower  House;  nor  would  he 
pass  a  law  unnecessary.  He  would  not  fill 
the  Statute  Book  with  Acts,  merely  to  ex- 
plain others;  we  were  now  getting  back 
to  where  our  fathers  were  18  years  ago. 
and  we  should  find  the  law  perfectly 
plain.  There  might  have  been  a  diversity 
of  practice,  but  it  was  not  universal;  the 


On  the  other  hand  it  was  contended, 
that  the  old  law  was  plain  enough.  It  di- 
rected, as  clearly  as  language  could,  that 
the  votes  for  all  to  stand  in  nomination 
on  any  ticket,  should  be  written  on  one 
piece  of  paper.  Some  had  in  deed  ob- 
served, that  the  practice  under  it  had 
varied  in  different  towns;  and,  for  this 
reason,  imagined  that  it  was  not  definite. 
On  examining  the  law,  however,  they  had 
been  convinced  that  the  statute  admitted 
but  one  legal  construction.  So  far  as  the 
present  amendment  was  designed  to  be 
explanatory,  therefore,  it  was  superflu- 
ous, and  could  only  serve  to  swell  the 
statute  book,  without  answering  any 
good  purpose — But  this  was  not  the  only 
objectionable  feature  in  the  amendment. 
By  it  the  presiding  officer  alone  was  con- 
stituted a  judge,  to  decide  whether  votes 
were  fairly  written.  He  must,  therefore, 
necessarily  examine  the  vote  of  every 
man,  when  offered,  and  know  for  whom 
he  voted. — The  great  cause  of  complaint 
against  the  Stand-up  Law,  was  that  it  cre- 
ated undue  bias  on  the  mind  of  the 
freeman,  by  compelling  him  to  show  his 
vote  by  rising.  A  repeal,  then,  without 
applying  a  remedy  to  the  evil,  would  be 
useless — But  what  was  the  remedy  now 
offered?  Instead  of  curing  the  evil,  it 
tended  to  establish  it  more  firmly — The 
amendment  compelled  every  freeman  to 
bring  his  vote,  and  submit  it  to  the  imme- 
diate inspection  of  the  presiding  officer, 
who  might  himself  be  a  candidate,  and 
become  a  judge  in  his  own  case. — Much 
had  been  said  about  innovations  upon  the 
steady  habits  of  our  ancestors. — It  was 
hoped  that  gentlemen  would  in  fact,  as 
well  as  profession,  adhere  to  the  valuable 
institutions  of  their  fathers.  The  very 
object  of  the  repeal,  without  any  amend- 
ment, was  to  destroy  a  most  flagrant 
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path  was  clearly  marked  out,  and  there 
was  no  sort  of  difficulty  in  walking  in  it. 

Mr.  McLellan  said  if  the  stand-up  law 
must  be  repealed,  guards  would  be  bene- 
ficial: under  the  old  law,  constables  had 
carried  round  hats,  and  collected  more 
votes  than  there  were  freemen. 

Gen.  Griswold  could  not  see  why  the 
gentlemen  were  so  strenuous;  it  is  ac- 
knowledged that  the  old  law  is  not 
understood:  gentlemen  even  go  so  far  as 
to  say,  not  20  in  the  house  understand  it; 
he  had  nothing  in  particular  in  favour  of 
the  amendment;  he  wished  it  might  stand 
so  as  to  render  the  subject  plain;  he  could 
see  no  evil  arising  from  it,  and  it  was  ac- 
knowledged that  there  were  different 
modes  of  voting;  he  presumed  there  were 
not  two  towns  in  the  county  of  Hartford, 
who  voted  according  to  the  old  law;  he 
wished  the  house  might  be  united,  and 
put  the  matter  at  rest. 

Mr.  Charming  said  a  large  majority 
would  concur  in  repealing  the  stand-up  law; 
the  house  had  not  such  objections  as  had 
been  named;  they  had  a  higher  sense  of  their 
dignity;  he  would  meet  any  real  amend- 
ment, but  this  was  not  a  real  one;  if 
denominated  an  explanation,  he  had  no  ob- 
jection: the  old  law  requires  the  names  to  be 
written  on  one  piece  of  paper:  the  amend- 
ment explains  the  same,  and  he  could  not 
see  the  necessity  of  it;  but  to  get  rid  of  the 
subject,  he  would  move  an  amendment. 

Mr.  Tomlinson  said  there  was  an  objec- 
tion he  did  not  see  when  he  was  last  up:  the 
latter  clause  provides  that  the  votes  shall 
not  "be  received  unless  fairly  written,"  and 
what  is  the  consequence?  why  the  presid- 
ing officer  shall  look  at  each  vote  and 
decide — it  does  not  say  "shall  not  be 
counted" — but  "shall  not  be  received?' 

Mr.  Channing  really  regretted  that 
these  objections  should  arise,  but  he 


innovation,  by  reviving  a  law  under 
which  the  inhabitants  of  this  State  had 
lived  in  peace  and  quietness  for  a 
century. 

Mr.  Channing  proposed  to  amend  the 
amendment,  by  striking  out  the  word 
"received"  in  the  last  clause,  and  insert- 
ing in  its  stead  the  word  "counted." 

This  question  was  taken  by  Yeas  and 
Nays. 

Nays,  122 

Yeas,  65 
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could  not  see  but  they  are  very  weighty, 
since  the  officer  must  open  the  vote. 

Gen.  Griswold  said  that  the  officer 
has  the  same  right  to  examine  votes  now 
that  he  has  by  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Tailor  said  he  a  little  differed  from 
the  gentleman  from  Hartford  [Jonathan 
W.  Edwards],  but  he  thought  it  was  of  no 
great  importance;  the  time  is  not  far  dis- 
tant when  this  subject  will  be  revised  and 
set  on  a  good  footing. 

Mr.  Stevens  said  the  old  law  does  not 
need  an  explanation,  it  is  as  fair  as  it  can 
be;  I  have  a  preference  to  the  old  law  on 
account  of  its  age;  it  has  been  in  use  above 
a  hundred  years,  and  I  would  not  put 
linseywoolsey  to  woollen,  &  thereby 
break  the  scriptures.  It  is  said  the  old  law 
gives  liberty  now  to  look  at  the  votes,  but 
it  does  not  enjoin  him  to  look  at  them — 
under  the  old  law,  if  he  happens  to  be  so 
modest  for  once,  he  can  let  it  pass  without 
looking  at  it;  but  according  to  the  amend- 
ment, look  at  it  he  must  and  if  he  dont  like 
it  douse  it  down,  there  it  goes:  gentlemen 
smile,  but  I  would  not  smile,  when  we  are 
to  receive  a  sapling  instead  of  an  old  law 
which  has  stood  us  instead,  and  our  fa- 
thers a  hundred  years.  I  am  in  favour  of 
steady  habits!  I  never  could  make  up  my 
mind  to  innovation!!  I  would  stick  to 
steady  habits,  and  hope  that  gentlemen 
who  have  been  so  long  in  favour  of  them, 
will  now  manifest  their  sincerity. 

Mr.  Willey  thought  it  wonderful  if  the 
old  law  is  so  clear,  that  there  has  been  so 
great  diversity  of  practice. 

Mr.  Belden  motioned  to  amend  by 
erasing  the  word  receive,  and  inserting 
"count'' 

Mr.  Stevens  thought  it  want  [wasn't?] 
worth  mending:  he  would  not  do  any 
thing  to  it. 

Question  to  engraft  the  amendment 
was  taken,  by  ayes  and  nays,  and  lost,  67 
to  118.  Question  to  re-consider  and 
concur  also  lost. 
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Alvord,  Saul,  Jr.,  comt.  on  election  law, 

264n;  to  count  votes,   153;  j.p.  and 
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Ambler,  Peter,  rep.  Danbury,  80;  vote  in 
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American  Indians.  See  Indians 
(American). 

American  Mercury  (Hartford),  on  act  on 
literature  and  religion,  xxviii;  advo- 
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tion, xxiv,  xxv;  on  Hartford  Bridge  Co., 
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tive debates,  iii-iv;  on  smallpox 
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Andrews,  Seth,  rep.  Canaan,  238 

Angell,  Job,  rep.  Plainfield,  81;  vote  in 
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Bacon,  Asa,  nom.  U.S.  Congressman,  8; 

votes  for,  7n 
Bacon,  Asa,  Jr.,  j.p.,  17,  162-63 
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Badger,  Willard,  capt.,  171 
Bail,  on  writs,  103 
Bailey,  Aaron,  j.p.,  14 
Bailey  (Baily),  Abner,  capt.,  246;  It.,  88 
Bailey,  Asahel  P.,  ens.,  245 
Bailey,  Jabez,  ens.,  244 
Bailey,  James,  It.,  248 
Bailey,  Roger,  maj.,  100 
Bailey,  Stephen,  rep.  Meriden,  80,  150; 

vote  in  H.R.,  148 
Baily,  Avery,  prop,  is  boundary,  134 
Baily,  Elijah,  to  sell  incompetent's  prop., 

133 
Baker,  John,  prop,  is  boundary,  202 
Baldwin,  Amos,  j.p.,  17,  163 
Baldwin,  Benjamin,  rep.  Guilford,  150 
Baldwin,  David,  rep.  Watertown,  4,  82; 

vote  in  H.R.,  147 
Baldwin,  David  R.,  capt.,  252 
Baldwin,  Festus,  capt.,  251 
Baldwin,  Hezekiah,  j.p.,  13,  160 
Baldwin,  James,  rep.  Meriden,  3 
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Baldwin.  John,  j.p.,  162;  rep.  Windham. 
237 

Baldwin,  Newton,  3rd  It.,  253 

Baldwin,  Noah,  ens..  1 70 

Baldwin,  Simeon,  apptd.  superior  court 
judge.  8,  155 

Balloting,  mode  of,  as  political  issue,  xlvi, 
xlviii,  301,  303-5,  308-9,  314-15 

Bancroft,  Luman,  It.,  247 

Bands  (Military),  exemption,  193 

Bank  of  the  United  States  (Second),  inc., 
29n;  proposed,  xviii;  stock  in,  29 

Banks,  acts  on,  29, 29n,  108,  !08n;  bills  on, 
xxiii,  108n;  Hartford  Bank,  181,  18 In; 
Assembly's  powers  over,  li;  notes  of, 
xxv,  108,  108n;  stock  of,  116,  117,  128, 
184,  201;  within  jurisidction  of  city 
courts,  265.  See  also  Phoenix  Bank. 

Banks,  David,  estate  of,  64 

Banks.  David  Adams,  minor,  64 

Banks,  Ebenezer,  j.p..  14,  161 

Banks,  Elbert,  ens.,  86 

Banks,  Jesse,  guardian  to  sell  prop.,  64 

Banks.  Lyman,  ens.,  243 

Banks,  Thomas,  Jr.,  ens.,  92 

Baptists,  Baptist  Church,  and  act  on  litera- 
ture and  religion,  xxvi-xxviii,  114, 
140.  142.  143.  144.  180n;  on  church 
and  state,  xv,  xvi,  xl;  in  Danbury,  xvi; 
growth  of,  in  18th  century,  xiv;  meeting 
house  of,  220;  in  reform  coalition,  xix; 
in  Waterford,  61-62,  62n 

Barbados,  inhabitants  of,  136 

Barber,  Calvin,  j.p.,  12,  159 

Barber,  Gardner,  to  form  manufacturing 
co.,  195-96 

Barber.  George,  heir,  130 

Barber,  Josiah,  rep.  East  Haddam,  5,  238 

Barber,  Noyes,  j.p.,  161 

Barber.  William,  estate  of,  130 

Barker.  Chandler,  capt..  169 

Barker.  Edward,  rep.  Wallingford,  3 

Barker,  James,  j.p.,  13,  160;  rep.  Branford, 
2,  80;  vote  in  H.R..  147 

Barkhamsted  (Barkhampstead, 

Barkhempstead,  Barkhemsted.  etc.), 
town  of,  land  in,  66;  rep..  4,  81,  151, 
238;  tpk.  in.  li,  220-2,  299 

Barlow,  Gershom.  j.p.,  15,  162 


Barnes  (Barns),  Jonathan,  comt.  to  thank 

J.C.  Smith,   188;  j.p.,   18,   164;  nom. 

asst.,  83;  probate  judge,  9,  156;  rep. 

Tolland,  5,  82,   152,  238;  speech  on 

stand-up  law,  324;  vote  in  H.R.,  148 
Barnes,  Jonathan,  Jr.,  It.,  22 
Barnes,  Jonathan,  Jr.,  trustee,  49 
Barnes,  Moses,  prop,  is  boundary,  203 
Barnes,  Thomas,  prop,  is  boundary,  69 
Barns,  Joshua,  j.p.,  13,  160 
Barnum,  Eli,  It.,  172 
Barnum,  Noah  S.,  It.  col.,  98 
Barnum.  Samuel  T.,  j.p.,  161;  rep.  New 

Fairfield,  81,  151;  vote  in  H.R.,  148 
Barrett  (Barret),  Joseph  P.,  ens.,  96;  It.,  255 
Barrows,  Francis,  1st  It.,  94;  2nd  It.,  24 
Barrows,  Stephen,  Jr.,  ens.,  91;  It.,  175 
Bartholomew,  Roswell,  to  form  Conn. 

Asylum,  27 
Bartlet,  Loring,  1st  It.,  251 
Bartlett,  Isaac,  capt.,  21 
Bartlett,  Jonathan,  j.p.,  12,  159 
Bartlett,  Lowering,  2nd  It.,  21 
Bass,  Nathan,  j.p.,  17, 163;  rep.  Colebrook, 

4,  81;voteinH.R.,  147 
Bassett,  Asa,  capt.,  86 
Bassett  (Basset),  Jacob  (Jacobs),  rep. 

North  Haven,  3,  80;  vote  in  H.R.,  148 
Bassett,  Nathan,  j.p.,  17,  162 
Bassett,  Philo,  j.p.,  13,  160 
Bassett,  Samuel,  2nd  It.,  86 
Bates,  Guernsey,  j.p.,  18.  164 
Battell,  Joseph,  j.p..  17,  163;  to  form  Conn. 

Asylum,  27 
Battell.  William,  j.p.,  17, 163;  rep.  Torring- 

ton,  152 
Beach,  Abiel,  ens..  249 
Beach,  Burrage.  j.p..  13,  160 
Beach,  Ira,  ens.,  174;  It.,  249 
Beach.  Isaac,  rep.  Redding,  3.  151 
Beach,  John.,  to  form  Conn.  Asylum,  27; 

trustee,  53 
Beach,  Julius,  rep.  Goshen,  238 
Beach,  Samuel,  incompetent,  71 
Beard,  Andrew,  Jr..  capt..  242 
Beardslee  (Beardsley),  Gideon,  j.p.,   14. 

162,271 
Beardslee,  Israel  A.,  rep.  Huntington.  3 
Beardslee,  Jeremiah  W..  rep.  Stratford.  81; 

vote  in  H.R.,  148 
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Beardsley,  Ebenezer,  j.p.,  14,  161 

Beckley,  Luther,  rep.  Berlin,  79 

Beckley,  Samuel,  Jr.,  rep.  Canaan,  81;  vote 
in  H.R.,  147 

Beckwith,  Absalom,  Jr.,  ens.,  167;  It.,  242 

Beckwith,  Ezra,  It.,  242 

Beckwith,  Samuel,  Baptist  trustee,  1 14 

Beebe,  Chester,  ens.  91 

Beebe  (Bebee),  James,  j.p.  17,  163 

Beebe,  Lemuel,  ens.,  247 

Beebe,  Lodowick,  ens.,  167 

Beebe  (Beebee),  Stuart,  j.p.,  18,  164 

Beebe,  William,  maj.,  99;  rep.  Litchfield, 
4,  81;  vote  in  H.R.,  147 

Beecher,  Amos,  rep.  Barkhamsted,  238 

Beecher,  Eli,  ens.,  166 

Beecher,  Lyman,  and  American  Board, 
213n 

Beecher,  Robert  R.,  2nd  It.,  178 

Beers,  Andrew,  j.p.,  14,  162 

Beers,  John,  capt.,  96 

Beers,  Jonathan,  Jr.,  rep.  Trumbull,  4 

Beers,  Samuel,  rep.  Newtown,  81;  vote  in 
H.R.,  147 

Beers,  Seth,  j.p.,  163 

Begary,  Eli,  discharged  prisoner,  211 

Belaire,  Clarissa  Belin,  minor,  203-4 

Belaire,  Elizabeth  Belin,  minor,  203-4 

Belaire,  John  Charles  Belin,  minor,  203-4 

Belaire,  William  Belin,  minor,  203-4 

Belcher,  Elisha,  j.p.,  14 

Belcher,  Samuel,  1st  It.,  92 

Belcher,  William,  j.p.,  13,  161 

Belden,  Ezekiel  R,  comt.  on  eccl.  soc,  60, 
199;  j.p.,  12,  159;  rep.  Wethersfield,  2, 
80,  150,  236;  speech  on  stand-up  law, 
326;  vote  in  H.R.,  147 

Belden,  Henry,  j.p.,  14,  161;  j.p.  and 
quorum,  1 1 

Belden,  Joseph,  ens.,  92 

Belden,  Thomas,  pet.  on  Hartford  maga- 
zine, 223n 

Belden,  William,  col.,  99 

Bell,  John,  Jr.,  to  hold  land,  130-31 

Bellamy,  David,  j.p.,  17 

Bellamy,  Joseph  H.,  capt.,  179;  j.p.,  163 

Bellows,  Thomas,  capt.,  96 

Bement,  Bela,  capt.,  250 

Bement,  David,  capt.,  173 

Benedict,  Asa,  capt.,  245 


Benedict,  Benjamin,  rep.  Winchester,  82, 

152,  238;  vote  in  H.R.,  147 
Benedict,  Clark,  ens.,  92;  It.,  176 
Benedict,  Ezra,  It.  col.,  100 
Benedict,  Gamaliel,  rep.  Ridgefield,  151, 

237 
Benedict,  Noah  B.,  asst.,  2,  79,  149,  235; 

biog.,  In;  to  count  votes,  153;  elected 

asst.,  In,  6,  154;  fails  at  re-nomination, 

xlv;  nom.  asst.,  83;  sworn,  7,  188 
Benham,  Gamaliel,  capt.,  171 
Benham,  Jared,  j.p.,  13,  160 
Benjamin,  Elizur,  ens.,  173 
Benjamin,  Ephraim,  capt.,  248 
Benjamin,  Samuel,  rep.  Hartland,  80,  150; 

vote  in  H.R.,  147 
Bennet,  Charles  G.,  It.,  23 
Bennet,  Isaac,  j.p.,  15,  162 
Bennet,  Orrin,  1st  It.,  252;  cornet,  21 
Bennett  (Bennet),  Abel,  pet.  on  bridge, 

222,  222n,  274 
Bennett  (Bennet),  James,  rep.  Newtown, 

151,237 
Bennett  (Bennet),  Joseph,  rep.  Weston,  4, 

237 
Bennett's  Bridge,  tolls  on,  222,  222n,  274- 

75, 274n 
Bentley,  David,  capt.,  87 
Benton,  Alfred,  ens.,  90 
Benton,  Cyrus,  It.,  88 
Berlin,  town  of,  rep.,  2,  79,  149,  235 
Bestor,  John,  j.p.,  12,  159 
Bethlehem  (Bethlem),  town  of,  rep.,  4,  81, 

151,238 
Betts,  Castle,  ens.,  172 
Betts,  Ira,  It.,  92 
Betts,  Stephen,  j.p.,  161 
Bibbins,  Israel,  j.p.,  14,  162,  271 
Bible  society  movement,  mentioned,  144. 

See  also  Connecticut  Bible  Society. 
Bidwell,  Jasper,  col.,  165;  j.p.,  12,  159 
Bidwell,  Joseph,  It.  col.,  99 
Bigelow,  Asa,  j.p.,  14,  161 
Bigelow,  Guy,  It.  col.,  99 
Billings,  Benjamin,  estate  of,  134 
Billings,  Coddington,  j.p.,  13,  160 
Billings,  Samuel,  Jr.,  cornet,  251 
Billings,  Stephen,  It.  col.,  240 
Bill  of  Rights  (U.S).,  Conn,  ratifies, 

xvii(n);  mentioned,  xvi 
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Bingham,  Gamaliel,  conservator  to  sell 
prop.,  207,  294-95 

Birch,  Heman,  j.p.,  14,  161 

Bisco,  Samuel,  incompetent,  71 

Bisco,  Stata,  to  sell  prop.,  71 

Bishop,  Joseph,  eccl.  soc.  comt.,  284 

Bishop,  Justus,  j.p.,  13,  160 

Bishop,  Reuben,  capt.,  248;  It.,  90 

Bishop's  Fund  (Episcopal),  appropriation 
for,  xxviii,  1 14;  and  Phoenix  Bank  con- 
troversy, xx,  xxvi,  xxiii-xxiv.  See  also 
Episcopalians,  Episcopal  Church. 

Bissell,  Clark,  j.p.,  14,  161;  probate  judge, 
10,  157 

Bissell,  Peter  M.,  It.,  25 

Blackman,  John  S.,  rep.  Danbury,  80;  vote 
inH.R.,  148 

Blackman,  Reuben,  Jr.,  It.,  89 

Blackman,  Samuel  C,  j.p.,  14,  161 

Blake,  Philos,  capt.,  23 

Blaque,  Giles,  Jr.,  ens.,  244 

Blasphemy,  laws  on,  xv;  punishments  for, 
31n 

Bliss,  Jeremy,  1st  It.,  250 

Bliss,  John,  j.p.,  18,  164 

Bliss.  Samuel,  j.p.,  16,  162 

Boardman,  David  S.,  j.p.,  17,  163;  probate 
judge,  10,  157 

Boardman,  Elijah,  nom.  asst.,  240;  pet.  for 
tpk.,  217,  273;  rep.  New  Milford,  4 

Boardman,  Homer,  comt.  on  bridges,  48 

Boardman,  Joseph,  capt.,  248 

Bolles,  Armin,  ens.,  250 

Bolles,  David,  j.p.,  162 

Bolles,  George  W.,  ens.,  256 

Bolton,  town  of,  rep.,  5,  82,  152,  238;  tpk. 
in,  74,  120 

Bonaparte,  Napoleon,  French  emperor, 
xvii,  xxii 

Bonney,  Stephen,  maj.,  165 

Book  debt,  act  on,  xxv,  109,  109n;  men- 
tioned, 103 

Booth,  Caleb,  j.p.,  12,  159 

Booth,  Isaac,  rep.  Trumbull,  151 

Booth,  Philo,  j.p.,  162 

Booth,  Walter,  It.,  23 

Bordwell,  Mills,  j.p.,  17,  163 

Boston,  Isaac,  discharged  prisoner,  72 

Boston,  Mass.,  inhabitants  of,  291 


Boston  Tpk.  Co.,  route  of,  74-75,  75n, 

120-21, 121n 
Bostwick,  Elisha,  j.p.,  17,  163 
Bostwick,  Joel,  comt.  on  bridges,  48 
Bostwick,  Lynson,  ens.,  167 
Bosworth,  Benjamin,  j.p.,  16,  162 
Bosworth,  Nathaniel,  j.p.,  12,  159 
Botsford,  Eliakim,  It.,  242 
Botsford,  Marcus,  j.p.,  161;  pet.  on  pauper, 

288;  rep.  Newtown,  3,  151 
Botsford,  Thomas,  maj.,  166 
Boughton,  Eli  T.,  guardian  to  sell  minors' 

prop.,  208 
Boughton,  George,  minor,  208 
Boughton,  Julia,  minor,  208 
Boughton,  Lucy  Maria,  minor,  208 
Bound,  Ephraim,  Baptist  trustee,  1 14 
Bound,  John,  capt.,  255;  ens.,  22 
Bowen,  William,  rep.  Woodstock,  4,  81; 

vote  in  H.R.,  148 
Bowles,  Ebenezer  W.,  ens.,  89 
Bozrah  (Bosrah),  town  of,  receivers  of 

duties  in,  61;  rep.,  3,  80,  150,  236;  tpk. 

in,  122,218 
Brace,  James,  j.p.,  17,  163 
Brace,  Joab,  to  form  Conn.  Bible  Soc,  56 
Brace,  Jonathan,  asst.,  2,  79,  149,  235; 

common  pleas  judge,  8,  155;  comt.  to 

accompany  O.  Wolcott,  189;  comt.  on 

election  sermon,  36;  to  count  votes,  5, 

153;  elected  asst.,  6,  154;  nom.  asst., 

xliv,  83,  240;  probate  judge,  8,  155; 

sworn,  7,  188 
Brace,  Rodney,  ens.,  173 
Bradley,  Amasa,  comt.  on  tpk.,  281;  j.p., 

160;  rep.  Hamden,  3,  80,  150,  236;  vote 

in  H.R.,  148 
Bradley,  Elias,  It.,  85 
Bradley,  Gershom  &  Co.,  robbery  from, 

297n 
Bradley,  Hezekiah  S.,  4th  It.,  95 
Bradley,  Hull,  j.p.,  14,  161 
Bradley,  Jared,  rep.  Branford,  150,  236 
Bradley,  Jesse  S.,  j.p.  15,  161 
Bradley,  Josiah,  j.p.,  13,  160 
Brainard,  Aaron,  capt.,  168 
Brainard,  Calvin,  j.p.,  163 
Brainard  (Brainerd),  Ezra,  j.p.,  18;  rep. 

Haddam,  5,  82;  vote  in  H.R.,  148 
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Brainard,  Jeremiah  G.,  Mohegan  overseer, 

222n;  superior  court  judge,  8,  155 
Brainard,  John,  j.p.,  18,  164 
Brainard  (Brainerd),  John  2d,  brig,  gen., 
164;  col.,  98;  j.p.,  163;  rep.  Haddam, 
152 
Brainard,  William  E,  j.p.,  13,  160 
Brainerd,  Chevers,  rep.  East  Haddam,  5 
Branford,  town  of,  land  in,  63;  rep.,  2,  80, 

150,  236;  tpk.  in,  122 
Bray,  Amaziah,  capt.,  21;  It.  col.,  100; 

maj.,  20 
Bray,  Amaziah,  j.p.,  18,  164 
Bray,  Thomas  R.,  j.p..  13,  160 
Breed,  Jesse,  lottery  manager,  59 
Brewster,  Daniel,  ens.,  88 
Brewster,  David,  rep.  Ashford,  237 
Brewster,  Jabez,  rep.  Canaan,  151 
Brewster,  John,  rep.  Preston,  237 
Bridgeport,  borough  of,  newspaper  to  print 
notice,  217,  222,  273n,  274;  prop,  in, 
134 
Bridgeport  Bridge  Co.,  tolls  on,  276-77, 

277n 
Bridges  (General),  Assembly's  powers 
over,  xxiii,  1-li;  fees  on,  102;  joint 
comt.  on,  xxxvi(n) 
Bridges  (Specific),  Bennett's  Bridge,  222, 
222n,  274-75,  274n,;  Bridgeport 
Bridge  Co.,  276-77,  277n;  on  Conn. 
River,  li,  73-74,  214-15,  220,  289-90; 
in  Derby,  217;  on  Dragon  Tpk.,  280;  in 
Enfield,  220,  300;  on  Farmington 
River,  221;  in  Fairfield,  277;  Fuller's 
Bridge,  48;  Hartford  Bridge  Co.,  73- 
74,  73n,  118-19,  119n,  214-15,  215n, 
289-90,  290n;  on  Housatonic  River, 
47-48,  48n,  222,  274n,  274-75;  in 
Kent,  47-48,  48n;  on  Mill  River,  280; 
on  Naugatuck  River,  217;  Norwich  and 
Preston  Bridge  Co.,  45^7, 46n;  Pratt's 
Bridge,  48;  on  Salmon  Brook,  221;  on 
Shetucket  River,  45-47, 46n;  in  Spring- 
field, Mass.,  220-21,  300;  in 
Stonington,  58-59,  58n;  in  Stratford, 
277;  Union  Bridge,  284 
Brinsmade,  Daniel  B.,  brig,  gen.,  165;  col., 
100;  comt.  on  eccl.  law,  179n;  j.p,  163; 
rep.  Washington,  4,  82,  152,  238;  vote 
in  H.R.,  147 


Brinsmade,  Daniel  N.,  j.p.,  17,  163;  j.p. 

and  quorum,  11,  158 
Bristol,  Darius,  It.,  247 
Bristol,  eccl.  soc.  of,  list  of,  272 
Bristol,  Josiah  W.,  ens.,  86 
Bristol,  N.Y.,  inhabitants  of,  207 
Bristol,  town  of,  rep.,  2,  79,  149,  235 
Bristol,  William,  biog.,  239n;  to  count 

votes,  5;  nom.  asst.,  240;  rep.  New 

Haven,  2,  236;  speaker,  H.R.,  239; 

votes  for,  239n 
British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society,  formed, 

56n 
Brockett,  Hezekiah,  3rd  It.,  24 
Brockway,  Ebenezer,  j.p.,  161;  lister,  41; 

rep.  Lyme,  3,  80;  vote  in  H.R.,  148 
Bromley,  Avery,  1st  It.,  254 
Bronson,  Bennet,  j.p.,  13,  160 
Bronson,  Isaac,  j.p.,  13,  160 
Bronson,  Philo,  rep.  Middlebury,  3,  150, 

236 
Brookfield,  town  of,  prop,  in,  201;  rep.,  3, 

80,151,237 
Brooklyn,  town  of,  rep.,  4,  81,  151,  237 
Brown,  Anthony,  j.p.,  16,  162 
Brown,  Breed,  capt.,  173 
Brown,  Daniel  2d,  3rd  It.,  256;  ens.,  85 
Brown,  James,  It.  col.,  241;  maj.,  241 
Brown,  John,  rep.  North  Stonington,  150 
Brown,  John,  Jr.,  rep.  Stamford,  3,  81;  vote 

in  H.R.,  148 
Brown,  Joshua  3d,  capt.,  244 
Brown,  Lemuel,  prop,  is  boundary,  290 
Brown,  Pardon,  j.p.,  12,  159 
Brown,  Park,  rep.  Southbury,  150 
Brown,  Seth  W.,  It.,  25 
Brown,  Shubael,  rep.  Brooklyn,  151,  237 
Brown,  Tolva,  cornet,  93 
Brownsword,  Alan,  on  financial  misman- 
agement, xxxviii;  on  joint  vs.  select 

comts.,  xxxv 
Buck,  Charles,  It.,  170 
Buck,  Daniel,  to  form  Conn.  Asylum,  27 
Buck,  Dudley,  to  form  Conn.  Asylum,  28 
Buckingham,  John,  col.,  101 
Buckingham,  John,  informant,  289 
Buckingham,  Samuel,  It.,  22 
Buel,  Bazaleel,  ens.,  248 
Buel,  Eliphalet,  ens.,  246 
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Bud  (Buell),  Elisha,  j.p.,   12,   159;  rep. 

Marlborough.  2 
Bud,  Enos  H., col.,  166;  It.  col.,  101 
Buell,  Alfred,  meeting  place,  46 
Buell  (Bucl),  Jonathan,  comt.  to  accom- 
pany O.  Wolcott,  189;  j.p.,  163;  rep. 

Litchfield,  4,  8 1 ,  1 5 1 ,  238,  vote  in  H.R., 

148 
Buell,  Samuel  2d,  capt.,  23 
Buell,  William,  trustee,  124 
Bugbee,  Amos,  capt.,  174 
Bulkley,  Andrew,  prop,  is  boundary,  64 
Bulkley,  Charles,  j.p.  160 
Bulkley.  Edmund,  maj.,  165 
Bulkley,  Joseph,  j.p.,   12,   159;  pet.  on 

Union  Co.,  224 
Bulkley,  Roger,  j.p.,  14,  161 
Bull,  Benjamin,  comt.  on  Indian  lands, 

270;  j.p.,  13,  160;  rep.  Milford,  3,  150, 

236 
Bull,  George  W.,  It.,  25 
Bull,  Isaac,  to  form  Conn.  Asylum,  27 
Bull,  John,  j.p.,  18,  164 
Bull,  Jonathan,  j.p.,  12,  159 
Bull,  Merit  (Merrit),  rep.  Winchester,  152, 

238 
Bull,  Michael,  bond  of,  287 
Bull,  Samuel  J.,  insolvency,  49-50 
Bull,  Thomas,  debt  to  School  Fund,  287 
Bunce,  Russel,  to  form  Conn.  Asylum,  27 
Bunnel,  Charles,  j.p.,  13,  160 
Burch,  Lamson,  rep.  Newtown,  237;  town 

agent,  289 
Burgess,  Asa,  j.p.,  16,  162 
Burglary,  conviction  for,  297 
Burlingame,  Richard,  j.p.,  16,  162 
Burlington,  town  of,  boundary  of,  198; 

rep.,  2,  79,  149,  235 
Burnam,  Daniel,  cornet,  21 
Burnam,  Daniel,  Jr.,  It.,  243 
Burnap,  Daniel,  j.p.,  18,  164;  rep.  Coven- 
try. 5 
Burnett,  James,  j.p.,  16,  162 
Burnham.  Jotham,  2nd  It.,  251 
Burnham,  Oliver,  comt.  on  election  law, 

264n;  comt.  to  thank  J.C.  Smith,  188; 

j.p..  17,  163;  j.p.  and  quorum,  11,  158; 

rep.  Cornwall,  4,  81,  151,  238;  vote  in 

H.R.,  147 
Burnham,  Rufus,  capt.,  251 


Burnside,  Samuel  M.,  secretary,  American 

Antiquarian  Soc,  269 
Burr,  Amos,  j.p.,  14,  161 
Burr,  David,  Jr.,  prop,  is  boundary,  291 
Burr,  Edmond  (Edmund),  j.p.,  14, 162,271 
Burr,  Gershom  (Gurshom),  brig,  gen.,  164; 

col.,  97;  j.p.,  15,  161; 
Burr,  Horace,  to  form  Conn.  Asylum,  27 
Burr,  Jesse,  prop,  is  boundary,  291 
Burr,  Stephen,  ens.,  169 
Burrall,  William  M.,  j.p.,  17,  163 
Burrell,  John  H.,  It.,  23 
Burritt,  Daniel,  col.,  164 
Burroughs,  Isaac,  rep.  Stratford,  237 
Burrows,  Daniel,  comt.  to  accompany  O. 

Wolcott,  189;  name  removed,  113n; 

rep.  Hebron,  82,  152,  239;  speeches  in 

H.R.,  xxvii,  143, 144, 179n;  in  stand-up 

law  debate,  309,  310,  312,  315,  317; 

vote  in  H.R.,  148 
Burrows,  Enoch,  nom.  asst.,  240;  rep. 

Stonington,  80,  150;  speeches  in  H.R., 

xxvii,  142,  192n;  vote  in  H.R.,  148 
Burt,  William,  cornet,  251 
Burton,  Lewis,  j.p.,  16,  162 
Bush,  Abiel,  ens.,  174 
Bush,  John  C,  insolvency,  50-51 
Bushnel,  Nathan,  to  form  corp.,  127 
Butler,  Calvin,  j.p.,  17, 163;  rep.  Plymouth, 

4,  81,  152;  speeches  in  H.R.,  144, 192n; 

vote  in  H.R.,  147 
Butler,  John,  to  form  Conn.  Asylum,  27 
Butler,  William,  ens.,  244 
Butts,  Asa,  j.p.,  16,  162;  rep.  Canterbury, 

151,237 
Butts,  David,  rep.  Canterbury,  4, 8 1 ;  vote  in 

H.R.,  147 
Byington,  Theodore,  It.,  246 
Byles,  Ebenezer,  rep.  Ashford,  4 
Byles,  Josias,  Baptist  trustee,  114;  j.p.,  16, 

162;  rep.  Ashford,  151 
Byrne,  Daniel,  It.,  242 

Cady,  Gardner,  rep.  Stafford,  239 
Caldwell.  John,  comt.  on  state  house,  60- 

61,  60n;  to  form  Conn.  Asylum,  27; 

j.p.,  12,  159 
Calhoun,  John,  j.p.,  163 
Calkins.  See  Caulkins. 
Camden,  N.Y.,  inhabitants  of,  290 
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Camp,  Ichabod,  capt.,  87 

Camp,  Isaac  D.,  incompetent,  209 

Camp,  Israel,  rep.  Sharon,  82,  152;  vote  in 

H.R.,  147 
Camp,  Joseph  P.,  ens.,  87 
Camp,  Martin,  prop,  of,  209 
Campbell,  Allen  (Allyn),  j.p.,  16,  162 
Campbell,  Peter,  capt.,  249;  It.,  174 
Canaan,  town  of,  listers  in,  41;  rep.,  4,  81, 

151,238 
Candee,  Enos,  ens.,  166 
Candee,  Sheldon  W.,  j.p.,  12,  159 
Canfield,  Burton,  j.p.,  13,  160 
Canfield,Elihu,j.p.,  17,163 
Canfield,  Ithamar,  rep.  New  Milford,  4 
Canfield,  Jay  S.,  1st  It.,  178 
Canfield,  Joel,  to  form  tpk.  co.,  42 
Canfield,  Judson,  bond  of,  debt  to  school 

fund,  38,  216-17 
Canfield,  Samuel,  col.,  165 
Canfield,  Stephen,  discharged  prisoner,  72 
Cannon  (Canon),  John  S.,  nom.  asst.,  240 
Canterbury,  town  of,  inhabitant  of,  5n;  rep., 

4,81,  151,237 
Canton,  town  of,  rep.,  2,  79,  149,  236;  tpk. 

in,  300 
Captain  General.  See  Commander  in  Chief 
Carpenter,  Dyer,  capt.,  24 
Carr,  Daniel,  maj.,  241 
Carrington,  Daniel  N.,  j.p.,  14,  161 
Carrington,  Leicester,  It.,  246 
Carrington,  Leveret,  Jr.,  cornet,  253 
Carter,  Benjamin,  j.p.,  17,  163 
Carter,  George,  rep.  Killingworth,  5,  82, 

152;voteinH.R.,  148 
Carter,  Royal,  It.,  24 
Carter,  William,  j.p.,  164 
Carver,  Joseph,  j.p.,  164 
Case,  Abiel,  ens.,  25;  It.,  250 
Case,  Aurora,  1st  It.,  25 
Case,  Elisha,  It.,  250 

Case,  George,  prop,  is  boundary,  221,  299 
Case,  Stephen,  It.,  89 
Casson.  See  Kasson. 
Castle,  Delaney,  prop,  is  boundary,  290 
Castle,  Isaac,  prop,  is  boundary,  290 
Castle,  Samuel,  It.,  91 
Caswell,  Julius,  j.p.,  17,  163 
Catlin,  Levi,  j.p.,  17,  163 
Catlin,  Lewis,  j.p.,  17,  163 


Caulkins  (Calkins),  Daniel  H.,  j.p.,  14, 161 

Caulkins,  Elisha,  capt.,  167 

Cavalry,  officers  apptd.,  established,  19, 

20-21,  92-93,  100,  165-66,  176,  250- 

52,  257;  organization  of,  34,  110-11, 

HOn 
Cedar  Swamp  Pond,  tpk.  near,  42 
Certificate  System,  acts  on,  xl,  179-80, 

179n;  and  religious  dissent,  xiv-xv,  il. 

See  also  Ecclesiastical  System; 

Religion. 
Chalker,  Moses,  payment  to,  61 
Chalker,  Oliver,  payment  to,  61 
Chalker,  Richard,  It.,  244 
Chamberlain,  Colbe,  j.p.,  14,  161 
Chamberlain,  Roderick,  ens.,  255 
Champion,  Aristarchus,  j.p.,  14,  161 
Champion,  Epaphroditus,  nom.  U.S.  Con- 
gressman, 7 
Champion,  Henry,  asst.,  xliv,  2,  79,  149, 

235;  comt.  on  election  sermon,  188; 

comt.  to  thank  J.C.  Smith,  1 88;  to  count 

votes,  5,  153;  elected  asst.,  6,  154;  j.p. 

and  quorum,  11;  nom.  asst.,  83;  sworn, 

7,188 
Champion,  Silas,  It.,  173 
Chandler,  Joseph,  to  form  charitable  soc, 

199 
Chandler,  Theophilus  B.,  rep.  Woodstock, 

4 
Channing,  Henry,  in  stand-up  law  debate, 

301,  303,  304,  310,  311,  315,  316,  321, 

325-26;  rep.  New  London,  236 
Chapin,  Aaron,  to  form  Conn.  Asylum,  28 
Chapin,  Abiel,  capt.,  88 
Chapin,  Calvin,  to  form  Conn.  Bible  Soc, 

56 
Chapin,  Oliver  2d,  rep.  Somers,  5,  82,  152; 

vote  in  H.R.,  148 
Chapman,  Asa,  asst.,  235;  biog.,  153n; 

comt.  on  eccl.  law,  179n;  elected  asst., 

xxxi,  154;  j.p.,  15;  nom.  asst.,  xxiv,  xliv, 

83,  240;  sworn,  188 
Chapman,  Asahel,  Baptist  trustee,  114 
Chapman,  Ezekiel,  It.,  91 
Chapman,  George  B.,  ens.,  25;  It.,  174 
Chapman,  Isaac,  j.p.,  18,  164 
Chapman,  Julius,  1st  It.,  22;  capt.,  253 
Chapman,  Phinehas,  capt.,  175 
Chapman,  Reuben  R.,  j.p.,  18,  163 
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Chapman,  Sylvester,  j. p.,  18,  164;  rep.  East 
Haddam,  82;  vote  in  H.R.,  148 

Chapman,  Timothy,  j.p.  18,  163;  rep. 
Haddam,  5 

Chapman's  Ferry,  fares  for,  102,  102n;  tpk. 
routes,  75,  122,218,278-79 

Chappell,  Gurdon  T.,  ens.,  243 

Charter  of  1662,  self-government  under, 
xii;  as  const.,  xxx 

Chase,  Edward,  Jr.,  ens.,  170 

Chase,  Walter,  ens.,  89;  It.,  172 

Chatfield,  Divine,  It.,  166 

Chatfield,  Joel,  prop,  is  boundary,  71 

Chatham,  town  of,  ferries  in,  102n;  rep.,  5, 
82,  152,  238;  pet.  on  Union  Co.,  224 

Chauncey,  Charles,  students  of,  5n,  239n 

Chauncey,  Worthington  G.,  to  count  votes, 
153;  disputed  election,  2n;  j.p.,  18, 164; 
rep.  Durham,  5,  82,  152;  vote  in  H.R., 
147-48 

Cheesbrough,  Reuben,  prop,  is  boundary, 
292 

Cheeseborough,  Ephraim,  to  form  manu- 
facturing co.,  195-96 

Cheeseborough,  Henry,  to  form  manufac- 
turing co.,  195-96 

Cheeseborough,  Silas,  to  form  manufactur- 
ing co.,  195-97 

Chelsea,  tpk.  to,  278 

Chenevard,  Hannah,  widow,  64-65 

Chenevard,  John,  Jr.,  heir,  64 

Chenevard,  John,  Sr.,  estate  of,  64-65 

Chenevard,  Mary  Juliana,  to  sell  prop.,  64 

Cheshire,  town  of,  Episcopal  academy  in, 
191;  printers  in,  191;  rep.,  2,  80,  150, 
236;  rep.  in  debate,  xlviii;  tpk.  in,  137, 
280 

Cheshire  Tpk.  Co,  tpk.  to,  70,  137,  219 

Chester,  Thomas,  j.p.,  12,  159 

Chester  and  North  Killingworth  Tpk.  Co., 
inc.,  1,  42^4,  42n;  route  of,  218,  218n, 
275-76, 275n 

Chesterfield,  eccl.  soc.  of,  list  of,  284-85, 
285n 

Chichester,  David,  capt.,  175 

Chidsey,  Joseph,  capt.  88 

Chidsey,  Nathan,  j.p.,  13,  160 

Child,  Dolphus,  capt.,  171 

Child  (Childs),  Elias  2d,  j.p.,  162;  rep. 
Woodstock,  151,238 


Child,  Nehemiah,  j.p.,  16,  162 

Child,  Rensellaer(Ransillear),  j.p.,  16, 162 

Child,  William,  ens.,  170 

Childs,  Chauncey,  It.,  168 

Childs  (Child)  James  K.,  rep.  Haddam,  82; 

voteinH.R.,  148 
China,  mission  students  from,  213n 
Chittenden,  John  B.,  maj.,  165 
Chittenden,  Samuel,  prop,  is  boundary, 

220 
Church,  Daniel,  Jr.,  payment  to,  214;  rep. 

Wilton,  4,  151,237 
Church,  Joseph,  2nd  It.,  178 
Church,  Samuel,  j.p.,  163 
Churchill,  Chappel  McClure,  minor,  200 
Churchill,  Charles,  estate  of,  200 
Churchill,  Claudius  Belden,  minor,  200 
Churchill,  Cleophas  Washington,  minor, 

200 
Churchill,  Clinton  Green,  heir,  200 
Churchill,  Constantine  Woods,  heir,  200 
Churchill,  Crispin  Osborn,  minor,  200 
Churchill,  Mary,  guardian  to  sell  minors' 

prop.,  200 
Church  of  England,  clergy  of,  143-44; 

growth  of,  in  18th  century,  xiv 
City  courts,  jurisdiction  of,  29-30,  29n, 

265,  265n;  writs  returnable  to,  103, 

185n 
Civil  Authority,  and  election  procedures, 

xlvi-il;  powers  and  duties  of,  26,  26n, 

106,  261,  263,  305,  309,  316,  319 
Clark,  Alpheus,  ens.,  22 
Clark,  Asahel,  Jr.,  j.p.,  16,  162 
Clark,  Cyrus,  j.p.,  13,  160 
Clark,  David,  j.p.,  18,  163 
Clark  (Clarke),  Dudley,  1st  It.,  255;  2nd  It., 

94 
Clark,  Eber  S.,  Newgate  chaplain,  1 19n 
Clark,  Eli,  prop,  is  boundary,  69 
Clark,  Elias,  j.p.,  13,  160;  rep.  Milford,  80; 

voteinH.R.,  147 
Clark,  George,  1  st  It.,  253;  capt.,  90;  It.,  90 
Clark,  Horace,  rep.  Granby,  236 
Clark,  Jabez,  common  pleas  judge,  8,  155; 

comt.  on  Union  Co.,  224;  j.p.,  16,  162 
Clark,  James  2d,  It.  col.,  99 
Clark,  John,  It.,  250 
Clark,  Lathrop,  It.,  171 
Clark,  Noah,  Jr.,  2nd  It.,  21 


INDEX  TO  VOLUME  XVII] 


345 


Clark,  Patrick,  j.p.,  160 
Clark,  Robert,  conservator,  71 ;  rep.  Wood- 
bridge,  3,  80,  150;  vote  in  H.R.,  147 
Clark,  Thaddeus,  j.p.,  16,  162 
Clark,  Timothy,  j.p.,  17 
Clark,  William,  rep.  Huntington,  151 
Clarke,  Levi  H..  j.p.,  18,  163 
Clason,  Solomon,  rep.  Stamford,  3 
Cleaveland,  William  P.,  j.p.,  13,  160 
Clemmons,  Allen,  ens.,  247 
Clerc,  Laurent,  and  Conn.  Asylum,  27n, 

119-20n 
Clergy,  education  of,  281-82 
Clergy,  support  of.  See  Ecclesiastical 

System. 
Clerks,  H.R.,  elected,  xlv,  5,  5n,  82,  82n, 

152,  152n,  239,  239n 
Clock's  Landing  (Stamford),  prop,  at,  131 
Close,  Gilbert,  j.p.,  14,  161 
Close,  Tomkins,  comt.  on  eccl.  soc,  285 
Coats,  David,  rep.  North  Stonington,  150 
Cobb,  Samuel,  ens.,  247 
Code  of  1650,  distributed,  270,  270n 
Coe,  Anson,  ens.,  249 
Coe,  Bela,  capt.,  244 
Coe,  Charles,  j.p.,  18,  164;  rep.  Durham, 

82,  152;  vote  in  H.R.,  147 
Coe,  Eli,  j.p.,  18,  163 
Coe,  Elihu,  ens.,  244 
Coe,  Elijah,  j.p.,  12,  159 
Coe,  Elisha,  rep.  Middletown,  82,  152, 

238;  signs  address,  xxx(n);  speeches  on 

stand-up  law,  308-10;  vote  in  H.R.,  148 
Coe,  Elisha  or  Phineas,  speech  on  stand-up 

law,  306-7 
Coe,  Parsons,  2nd  It.,  22 
Coe,  Phineas,  rep.  Hartland,  236 
Coe,  Timothy,  Jr.,  It.,  244 
Cogswell,  Alice,  and  Conn.  Asylum,  27n 
Cogswell,  Mason  F..  to  form  Conn. 

Asylum,  27,  27n;  pet.  on  smallpox, 

269n 
Cogswell  (Coggswell),  William,  j.p.,  17, 

163;  rep.  Washington,  152 
Coit,  Charles,  1st  It.,  21;  capt.,  255 
Coit,  David,  j.p.,  13;  trustee,  133 
Coit,  Farewell,  j.p.,  160-61 
Coit,  Nathaniel,  j.p.,  14,  161 
Coit.  Thomas  C,  3rd  It.,  253;  4th  It..  95 


Colchester,  town  of,  inhabitants  of,  200; 

rep.,  3,  80,  150,  236;  tpk.  in,  122,  218 
Cole,  Sands,  j.p.,  14,  161 
Colebrook,  town  of,  rep.,  4,  81,  151,  238 
Coleman,  Augustus,  ens.,  89 
Coles,  Elisha,  capt.,  23 
Coley,  Eliphalet,  rep.  Weston,  4 
Collier,  Christopher,  on  local  politics, 

xxxvi 
Collins,  John,  capt.,  92 
Collins,  Oliver,  rep.  Somers,  82.  152,  239; 

voteinH.R.,148 
Collins,  Uriah,  marriage  of,  138,  215 
Colt,  Christopher,  to  form  Conn.  Asylum. 

28 
Colt,  Daniel,  2nd  It..  94 
Colt,  Elisha,  apptd.  controller,  7,  154;  as 

controller,  xxxviii-xxxix;  j.p.,  12,  159; 

salary,  77,  139,  225,  299.  See  also  Con- 
troller (State). 
Colt,  Samuel,  capt.,  244;  j.p.,  18,  164 
Colton  (or  Cotton),  E.,  prop,  is  boundary, 

221,300 
Columbia,  town  of,  rep.,  4,  81,  151,  237 
Columbian  Register  (New  Haven),  prints 

reform  appeal,  xliv 
Commander  in  Chief  (Captain  General). 

powers  and  duties  of,  34.  38,  39,  1 1 0- 

1 1.  1 18.  191.  191n.  223.  See  also  Gov- 
ernor; Militia. 
Commissioner  of  the  School  Fund.  See 

Hillhouse.  James;  School  Fund 
Committees,  legislative.  See  General 

Assembly. 
Compensation  Act  of  1816  (U.S.),  in 

Conn.  Politics,  xxv 
Comstock.  Billy,  j.p.,  161 
Comstock,  Jared,  j.p.,   14,  161;  pet.  on 

abatement,  288 
Comstock,  Jeremiah,  j.p.,   161;  rep. 

Waterford.  150,  237 
Comstock,  Oliver,  j .p..  1 6 1 ;  rep.  Montville, 

237 
Cone,  Israel,  j.p.,  18,  164 
Cone,  Nathaniel  G..  It.,  249 
Cone,  William,  j.p..  18.  164 
Congregation alists.  Congregational 

Church,  appropriation  for,  xxvi-xxviii. 

114,   180-81,  180n;  and  benevolent 

reform,  xxiii;  in  Bristol,  272;  and  Conn. 
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Bible  Soc,  56n;  in  eccl.  system,  xii- 
xvi,  xix-xx,  xl,  179n;  members  of,  xxi, 
27n,  188n;  Milton  Soc.,  285-86;  minis- 
ters of,  128;  Stanwich  Soc.,  285;  Wells 
Soc.,  286-87.  See  also  Ecclesiastical 
System. 

Congress  (U.S.),  acts  on  militia,  1 1  On,  267, 
267n;  acts  on  taxation  and  assessment, 
229n;  and  coastal  surveys,  naval  depot, 
267-68, 267n;  and  Conn,  war  expenses, 
142;  judgeship  incompatible  with  seat 
in,  230;  makes  grant  to  Conn.  Asylum, 
27n;  O.  Wolcott  reports  to  xxxii,  229, 
229n.  See  also  House  of  Representa- 
tives (U.S.);  Senate  (U.S); 
Representatives  (U.S.);  Senators  (U.S.) 

Connecticut  Asylum  for  the  Education  and 
Instruction  of  Deaf  and  Dumb  Persons, 
appropriations  for,  119-20,  119-20n, 
190,  190n;  financial  condition  of,  1 13n; 
inc.,  xxiii,  27-28,  27n;  name  change, 
27n 

Connecticut  Bible  Society,  A.  Flint  active 
in,  36n;  inc.,  xxiii,  56-58,  56n;  J.C. 
Smith  and,  189n 

Connecticut  Courant  (Hartford),  on  fall 
1816  election,  xxiv;  on  militia  exemp- 
tion, 120n;  to  print  notice,  44,  75,  76, 
221,  290;  reports  legislative  debates, 
iii-iv;  on  spring  1817  election,  149n; 
supports  Federalists,  xxii;  writers  in, 
xlviii,  HOn 

Connecticut  Gazette  (New  London),  to 
print  notice,  49,  218 

Connecticut  Gore  Land  Company,  affairs 
of,  140,  HOn,  142,  287 

Connecticut  Herald  (New  Haven),  to  print 
notice,  138,  219;  reports  legislative  de- 
bates, iii-iv,  xlviii 

Connecticut  Journal  (New  Haven),  on  act 
on  literature  and  religion,  xxvii;  on 
Conn.  Asylum,  120n;  to  print  notice, 
221;  reports  legislative  debates,  iii-iv, 
xlviii 

Connecticut  Mirror  (Hartford),  on  appoint- 
ment of  j.p.s,  xxxvii;  reports  legislative 
debates,  iii 

Connecticut  River,  bridges  on,  li,  73-74, 
1 18,  214-15,  220,  289-90;  tpks.  from, 


to,  75,  278-79;  Union  Co.  operations 
in,  224;  in  War  of  1812,  61 

Connecticut  Society  for  the  Encourage- 
ment of  American  Manufactures, 
address  of,  186n 

Constables,  fees  of,  102-5,  184-85; 
powers  and  duties  of,  xlviii,  184-85, 
260,316,325 

Constitution  (U.S.),  1st  Amendment,  xvi; 
14th  Amendment,  xvi;  Federalists  on, 
xxix;  mentioned,  xvi,  xxxv,  xl,  il,  84; 
proposed  amendments  to,  xxii,  xliii, 
36-37,  37n,  192,  192n 

Constitution,  U.S.  frigate,  265 n 

Constitutional  Convention  (Conn.,  1818), 
calling  of,  xi;  debates  reported,  iii;  del- 
egates to,  ln,xliv(n),  152n,  153n,  191n, 
239n;  and  school  fund,  xxvi;  and  elec- 
toral reform,  xlviii;  and  judicial  reform, 
xxxi,  xli-xlii 

Constitution  of  1818  (Conn.),  pre-1818 
background,  xi-xiii;  religious  issues  in, 
xiv;  writing  of,  xi;  O.  Wolcott  on,  xxxii 

Controller  (State),  act  on,  xxxviii,  184, 
184n;  apptd.,  7,  154;  to  audit  accts.,  42, 
84,  154,  240;  bill  on,  xxiii;  comt.  on 
taxation,  190;  general  powers  and 
duties  of,  il,  184,  184n,  262;  salary,  77, 
139,  225,  299;  specific  duties  and  ac- 
tions of,  40-42,  60-62,  76,  116,  189, 
214,  224,  271n,  272-73.  See  also  Colt, 
Elisha. 

Cook.  David  M.,  comt.  on  eccl.  soc,  286- 
87 

Cook,  Ephraim,  j.p.,  13,  160 

Cook,  James  ens.,  173 

Cook,  Luther,  capt.,  25 

Cook,  Samuel,  comt.  on  tpk.,  281;  j.p.,  160 

Cook,  Thaddeus,  3rd  It.,  252 

Cook  (Cooke),  William,  rep.  New  Hart- 
ford, 4,  81,  152;  vote  in  H.R.,  147 

Cooke,  Daniel  B.,  j.p.  and  quorum,  11, 
158;  probate  judge,  9,  156 

Cooke,  Joseph,  pet.  on  bridge,  276 

Cooley,  Eliphalet,  rep.  Weston,  237 

Cooley,  Philetus,  rep.  Granby,  236 

Coon,  Ellen,  to  sell  minor's  prop.,  206 

Coon,  Mary,  minor,  206 

Coon,  Samuel,  estate  of,  206 
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Cornish,  James,  rep.  Simsbury,  80,  150; 
voteinH.R.,  148 

Cornish,  Joseph,  j. p.,  12,  159 

Cornwall,  1  st  and  2nd  eccl.  socs.,  members 
of,  126-27,  127n 

Cornwall,  Joshua,  j.p.,  17,  163;  rep. 
Canaan,  4,  238 

Cornwall  (Cornwell),  Nathaniel,  j.p.,  18, 
163 

Cornwall,  Thomas  T.,  j.p.,  13,  160 

Cornwall,  town  of,  mission  school  in,  xliii, 
213,  213n;rep.,4,  81,  151,238 

Corporations  and  Partnerships  (General), 
Assembly's  powers  over,  controversies 
over,  xxi,  1-li,  278-79n;  within  juris- 
diction of  city  courts,  265;  O.  Wolcott 
on,  xxxiii 

Corporations  Formed  (Specific),  Chester 
and  North  Killingworth  Tpk.  Co.,  42- 
44,  42n;  Conn.  Asylum,  27-28,  27n; 
Conn.  Bible  Soc,  56-58,  56n;  Dragon 
Tpk.  Co.  278-80,  278-79n;  Duick 
Charitable  Soc,  199-200,  199n; 
Female  Education  Society  of  New 
Haven,  281-82,  28 In;  Hartford  County 
Agricultural  Soc,  282-83,  282n;  Law 
Library  Co.,  283-84,  283n;  Norwich 
and  Preston  Bridge  Co.,  45^7,  46n; 
Pomfret  Woolen  Manufacturing  Co., 
193-95,  193n;  Second  Church  of 
Christ,  59,  59n;  Strict  Congregational 
Soc.  of  Woodbury,  125-26,  125n;  Sub- 
scribers to  the  Fund  in  East  Guilford, 
127-28,  127n;  Williams  Manufac- 
turing Co.,  195-98,  195n 

Cossett  (Cossitt),  Alexander,  prop,  is 
boundary,  221,299 

Cotton.  See  Colton. 

Couch,  Edward,  ens.,  175 

Council,  and  appointment  of  j.p.s,  xxxvi; 
disrespect  for,  322;  Federalists  control, 
xii,  xxii,  xxiv,  xxx-xxxi,  149n;  and 
joint  vs.  select  comts.,  xxxv-xxxvi;  and 
judicial  reorganization,  xlii;  member- 
ship of,  In;  powers  and  duties  of,  105; 
reformers  criticize,  xxi,  xxiii-xxiv, 
xxx-xxxi,  xxxiv(n),  xxxv,  xliv;  reform- 
ers propose  district  elections  for,  xii; 
reformers  control,  xi,  xlvii;  and  stand- 
up  law,  xlvi-il,  264,  264n,  301-26; 


superior  court  judges  as  members  of, 
230.  See  also  Assistants;  General 
Assembly. 

Counterfeiting,  prosecution  for,  289 

Counties  (General),  agricultural  socs.  in, 
268-69,  268n;  eccl.  socs.  overlapping, 
260,  260n;  treasuries  of,  109n 

County  Court.  See  Court  of  Common 
Pleas. 

Court  of  Common  Pleas,  accts.  of,  262; 
clerks'  fees,  101  n;  controveries  over 
appointment  of  judges,  xxxviii(n),  li;  in 
Hartford  County,  60,  65,  78;  and  high- 
ways, 30;  judges  apptd.,  8,  155;  in 
Litchfield  County,  71,  209;  in 
Middlesex  County,  42;  in  New  London 
County,  46,  46n,  55-56,  59,  264; 
powers  and  duties  of,  30-31,  30n,  103, 
104,  109,  132n;  publication  distributed 
to,  191;  in  Windham  County,  58,  131- 
32,  134;  writs  returnable  to,  185n 

Court  of  Probate,  controversies  over  ap- 
pointment of  judges,  xxxviii(n);  in 
Danbury,  201,  208;  in  East  Haddam, 
201;  in  Fairfield,  64,  291;  in  Hartford, 
66,  68-69,  70,  200,  206,  291;  in 
Hebron,  133;  judges  apptd.,  8-10, 155- 
57;  in  Litchfield,  209,  290;  in 
Middletown,  207;  in  New  Haven,  70, 
135;  in  Plainfield,  66,  207-8;  in 
Pomfret,  199;  powers  and  duties  of, 
106-7, 187;  in  Stafford,  68, 202, 203;  in 
Stonington,  133,  205-6,  292;  in 
Stratford,  134;  in  Windham,  207,  294; 
in  Woodbury,  65,  68,  293 

Courts  Martial.  See  Militia. 

Coventry,  town  of,  inhabitants  of,  133; 
prop,  in,  133;  rep.,  5,  82,  152,  238 

Covill,  George,  It.,  87 

Cowles,  Ezekiel,  j.p.,  12,  159 

Cowles,  George,  col.,  98;  rep.  Farmington, 
79;  vote  in  H.R.,  147 

Cowles,  Harry,  capt.,  250 

Cowles,  Horace,  j.p.,  12,  159 

Cowles,  Jonathan,  comt.  on  tpk.,  300;  tpk. 
co.  agent,  45 

Cowles,  Martin,  col.,  100;  It.  col.  cmdt.,  19 

Cowles,  Richard,  constable,  62;  ens.,  246 

Cowles,  Samuel,  j.p.,  12,  159 

Cowles,  Solomon,  rep.  Farmington,  2 
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Oalis.  Chauncey,  maj.,  241 

("randall.  John,  guardian  to  sell  minors' 

prop.,  207 
( Irandall,  John,  Jr.,  minor,  207 
Crane,  Curtis,  ens.,  90 
Crane.  Joel,  parent  to  sell  prop.,  65 
Crane,  Olive,  and  minors'  prop.,  65 
Crawford,  Ingoldsby  W.,  rep.  Union,  5,  82, 

239;  vote  in  H.R.,  148 
Crawford,  Luther,  rep.  Union,  152 
Crawford,  Samuel,  j. p.,  19,  164 
Crawford,  Samuel.  Jr.,  It.  col.,  98 
Creditors  (General),  burdens  on,  259n;  and 

executions,  103;  and  insolvency,  33, 

187;  and  prisoners'  maintenance,  30, 

30n.  See  also  Insolvency. 
Crime  and  Punishment  (General),  acts  and 

laws  on,  xxiii,  3 1-32, 3  In;  bills  on,  32n 
Crocker,  William  L.,  ens.,  90 
Crocker,  Zebulon,  j.p.,   19,   164;  rep. 

Willington,  5 
Croswell,  Harry,  gives  prayer,  30 In,  302 
Crowell,  Daniel,  to  form  Conn.  Asylum,  28 
Curtis,  Abijah,  pet.  on  pauper,  288 
Curtis,  Holbrook,  j.p.,  17,  163 
Curtis,  John,  j.p.,  14,  161 
Curtis  (Curtiss),  Judson,  j.p.,  15,  162 
Curtis,  Levi,  rep.  Stratford,  4 
Curtis,  Lucas,  rep.  Southington,  236 
Curtis,  Samuel  C,  cornet,  95;  3rd  It.,  254; 

4th  It.,  177, 
Curtiss,  Ambrose,  pet.  to  sell  minors' 

prop.,  290 
Curtiss,  Amos,  prop,  is  boundary,  203 
Curtiss,  Barthinia,  pet.  to  sell  minors' 

prop.,  290 
Curtiss,  Benjamin,  prop,  is  boundary,  202 
Curtiss,  Cornelia.  See  Potwine,  Cornelia. 
Curtiss  (Curtis),  Joel,  rep.  Stratford,  81; 

vote  in  H.R.,  148 
Curtiss,  Josiah,  ens.,  256 
Curtiss,  Sheldon,  j.p.,  13,  160;  rep.  Derby, 

150 
Cushman,  Elisha,  Baptist  trustee,   113n, 

114 
Cushman.  Luke,  prop,  is  boundary,  201-2 
Cushman,  Shubael  R.,  2nd  It.,  252 

Daboll.  Ezra,  capt..  244 


Daggett,  David,  j.p.,  13,  160;  students  of, 

239n 
Daggett,  Henry,  j.p.,  13,  160 
Dana,  Samuel  W.,  j.p.,  18,  163 
Danbury,  probate  district  of,  judge  apptd., 

9,  1 56;  proceedings  in,  201 ,  208 
Danbury,  town  of,  Baptists  in,  xvi;  prop,  in, 

208;  rep.,  3,  80,   151,  237;  rep.  in 

debate,  304;  superior  court  in,  297;  tpk. 

in,  281 
Danielson,  James,  j.p.,  16,  162 
Darling,  Benjamin  A.,  maj.,  100 
Darling,  Joseph,  j.p.,  160 
Darling,  Joseph  L.,  capt.,  92; 
Dart,  Joseph,  j.p.,  18,  163 
Dartmouth  College,  graduates  of,  83n 
Dauberry,  Thomas,  discharged  prisoner, 

296 
Dauchy,  Jacob,  j.p.,  15 
Dauchy,  Walter,  ens.,  92 
Davenport,  Benjamin,  and  minors'  prop., 

133 
Davenport,  John,  Jr.,  declines  congressio- 
nal nom.,  xxv,  7n;  j.p.,  15,  161;  nom. 

U.S.  congressman,  7;  votes  for,  7n 
Davenport,  Samuel,  capt.,  95 
Davis,  Isaac,  rep.  Thompson,  4 
Davis,  Leonard,  ens.,  168 
Davis,  Samuel  B.,  capt.,  246 
Davis,  Simon,  Jr.,  to  count  votes,  5;  j.p.,  16, 

162;  rep.  Thompson,  4,  81;  vote  in 

H.R.,  147 
Day,  Calvin,  capt.,  170 
Day,  James,  ens.,  245 
Day,  Joel,  insolvency,  51-53 
Day,  Noble,  It.  col.,  98 
Day,  Thomas,  court  reporter,  77;  elected 

secretary,  xxx,  6,  154;  j.p.  and  quorum, 

10,  157;  salary,  77,  225;  as  secretary, 
xxxviii-xxxix;  sworn,  188;  to  form  law 
library  co.,  283-84;  votes  for,  153n.  See 
also  Secretary  (State). 

Day,  Thomas  S.,  j.p.,  13,  159 

Dayton,  Marvin,  rep.  Glastonbury,  2,  236 

Deaf  and  Mute,  education  of.  See  Connect- 
icut Asylum  for  the  Education  and 
Instruction  of  Deaf  and  Dumb  Persons. 

Dean,  Jesse,  rep.  Stonington,  80;  vote  in 
H.R.,  148 

Dean,  Josiah,  Jr.,  1st  It.,  178;  2nd  It.,  94 
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Debtors,  Debt  (General),  and  executions, 
103,  259-60,  259n;  imprisonment  for, 
30-31,  30n;  in  New  London  County 
jail,  263-64;  petitions  by,  33;  reformers 
on,  xxx.  See  also  Book  Debt;  Insol- 
vency; School  Fund. 
Declaration  of  Independence  (U.S.),  ap- 
proved by  Conn.,  xii 
Deforest,  Delauzun,  estate  of,  293-94 
Deforest,  Elizabeth  B.,  minor,  293-94 
DeForest,  John  H.,  j.p.,  17,  163 
Deforest,  William  B.,  minor,  293-94 
Delap  (Delop),  Benjamin,  ens.,  168;  It., 

243 
Delaware  River,  and  naval  depot,  267n 
Deming,  David,  brig,  gen.,  19;  to  count 

votes,  153;  rep.  Colchester,  150 
Deming,  Liverius,  prop,  is  boundary,  201 
Democrats,  Democratic-Republicans.  See 

Republicans. 
Denison,  Amos,  lottery  manager,  59;  rep. 

Stonington,  3 
Denison,  Andrew,  rep.  Suffield,  80,  150; 

vote  in  H.R.,  148 
Denison,  Bani,  meeting  place,  43;  prop,  is 

boundary,  42;  to  form  tpk.  co.,  42 
Denison,  Charles,  biog.,  5n;  clerk,  H.R.. 
152n;  declines  to  serve  in  Congress, 
153n,  elected  U.S.  congressman,  84, 
84n;  j.p.,  13,  160;  nom.  U.S.  congress- 
man, 7;  prop,  is  boundary,  70;  rep.  New 
Haven,  2,  80, 150;  speaker,  H.R.,  xxxiv, 
5,  82,  82n,  152;  vote  in  H.R.,  147 
Denison,  Isaac,  ens.,  169 
Dennis,  Henry,  capt.,  93 
Denslow,  Almanzor,  prop,  is  boundary, 

221,299-300 
Deputy  Sheriff.  See  Sheriff. 
Derby,  town  of,  inhabitants  of,  265 n;  land 
in,  71;  pet.  on  roads  and  bridge,  217, 
217n;rep.,2,  80,  150,236 
Deshon,  Daniel,  prop,  is  boundary,  134 
Devotion,  Ebenezer,  j.p.,  16,  162 
Dewey  (Dewy),  Asahel,  j.p.,  16,  162 
Dickerman,  Amos,  Jr.,  ens.,  24 
Dickinson,  Samuel,  capt.,  172;  It.,  88 
Dickinson,  Samuel  R.,  prop,  is  boundary, 

204 
Dikeman,  Samuel,  pet.  against,  1 16 


Dimock,  Edward,  guardian  to  sell  minors' 

prop.,  201-2 
Dimon,  Thomas,  It.,  95 
Discourse  on  the  Agriculture  of  the  State  of 

Connecticut  .  .  .  (D,  Humphreys, 

1816),  xxxiii(n) 
Dissenters,  Dissent  (Religious),  and  act  on 

literature  and  religion,  xxvi-xxviii;  and 

certificate  system,  xiv-xv,  xvii,  xl,  il; 

and  state  support  of  religion,  xvi,  xvii; 

in  reform  coalition,  xi,  xix;  toleration 

of,  xv.  See  also  Baptists;  Certificate 

System;  Ecclesiastical  System;  Episco- 
palians;   Methodists;    Quakers; 

Religion. 
Districting  (Electoral),  as  political  issue, 

xii,  xxx.  See  also  Constitution  (U.S.), 

proposed  amendments  to. 
Divorces  and  annulments,  Assembly's 

power  over,  xxiii,  1;  granted,  62-63, 

215-16 
Dixon,  William,  to  count  votes,  5;  j.p.,  12, 

18,  159,  163;  rep.  Enfield,  2,  79,  149, 

236;  vote  in  H.R.,  147 
Dodd,  Thomas,  ens.,  166 
Dolbear,  Mumford.  j.p.,  14,  161 
Dorrance,  Lemuel,  capt.,  25 
Doud,  Benjamin,  capt.,  244 
Douglass,  Benajah,  j.p.,  163;  rep.  Canaan, 

151 
Douglass,  John,  j.p.,  16,  162 
Dow,  Thomas,  rep.  Ashford,  81,  151;  vote 

in  H.R.,  148 
Downer,  Avery,  rep.  Preston,  3 
Doyle,  John,  support  of,  289 
Dragon  Tpk.  Co.,  inc.,  1-li,  278-80,  278- 

79n;  pet.  for,  75,  75n,  122-23,  218-19 
Drake,  Moses,  Jr.,  ens.,  25;  It.,  172 
Dresser,  Ebenezer,  to  form  manufacturing 

co.,  193 
Dresser,  Jacob,  Jr.,  1st  It.,  176;  2nd  It.,  20 
Dudley,  Elizur,  to  form  tpk.  co.,  279 
Dudley,  Erastus,  ens.,  88 
Dudley.  Timothy,  to  form  corp.,  127 
Duick,  Benjamin,  estate  of,  199 
Duick  Charitable  Society,  inc.,  199-200, 

199n 
Dunbar,  Daniel,  j.p.,  12,  159 
Dunbar,  Lyman,  It.,  172 
Dunham.  Asa,  ens.,  249 
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Dunham.  John.  prop,  is  boundary,  294 

Dunham.  Royal,  capt.,  174 

Dunlap.  Charles,  j. p.,  162 

Dunning.  Lcmar.  trustee,  51 

Durand,  William,  j. p..  13.  160 

Durham,  town  of,  rep.,  2n,  5,  82,  152,  238 

Duties,  on  writs,  185,  185n 

Dutton,  Amos,  j.p.,  160 

Dwight,  Mary,  to  form  education  soc.,  281, 

281n 
Dwight.  Theodore,  departs  Conn..  In 
Dwight.  Timothy,  and  American  Board. 

213n;  student  of,  188n 
Dyer,  Ralph,  capt.,  173 

East  Guilford,  eccl.  soc.  of,  ministerial 

fund  in,  127-28,  127n 
East  Haddam.  probate  district  of,  judge 

apptd..  9,  156:  proceedings  in,  201 
East  Haddam,  town  of,  ferries  in,  102, 

102n:  rep.,  5,  82,  152. 238:  tpk.  in,  122, 

218 
East  Hartford,  town  of,  bridges  in.  73.  73n. 

289-90:  ferries  in,  289-90,  290n:  pet. 

on  Union  Co.,  224;  rep..  2.  79,  149. 

236:  rep.  in  debate,  xlvii.  314:  smallpox 

in.  269n:  tpks.  in,  74,  120 
East  Haven,  town  of,  land  in.  70;  rep.,  3, 

80.  150,236 
Eastman,  Peter,  j.p.,  13,  160 

East  Windsor,  probate  district  of.  judge 

apptd.,  10.  157 
East  Windsor,  town  of,  and  Hartford 

Bridge  Co.,  73.  73n,   118-19.   119n. 

214-15,  215n,  290n:  rep..  2.  79.  149. 

236:  smallpox  in,  269n 
Eaton,  Elkanah  C.  It.  col..  166:  maj.,  101 
Eaton.  Ira.  capt.,  88 
Eaton.  Joseph,  j.p.,  16-17.  162 
Eaton,  William,  rep.  Stafford.  5 
Ecclesiastical  Societies  (General),  acts  on. 

xl.  113-15,  113n.  179-80.  179n,  180- 

81,  180n;  in  Conn.  eccl.  system,  xiii- 
\i\.  wiii.  1 :  contributions  in,  223:  over- 
lapping counties,  260,  260n:  stock  held 
by,  181n 

Ecclesiastical  Societies  (Specific).  Bristol, 
272:  Chesterfield.  284-85.  285n:  in 
Cornwall.  126-27,  127n:  in 
Farmington.  59-60.  60n.   198.   198n: 


East  Guilford,  127-28,  127n:  in  Hart- 
ford, 59,  59n;  in  Middlebury,  284; 
Millington.  122,  218;  Milton.  285-86; 
Newington,  200:  in  New  London  city 
and  county,  188n,  284-85;  in  North 
Stamford,  286;  Northington.  198, 
198n;  in  Plainfield,  57-58,  131-32, 
132n;  in  Pomfret,  199-200;  Stanwich, 
285:  in  Wallingford,  286-87;  in  Water- 
bury,  284;  Wells,  286-87;  West 
Hartford.  74.  74n:  Winchester,  44-45; 
in  Woodbury,  125,  125n 
Ecclesiastical  System,  acts  on,  xv(n,)  xl, 
32,  32n,  113-15,  113n.  179-80,  179n, 
180-81,  180n,  180n:  background,  xiii- 
xvi,  xix-xx;  Federalists  praise,  xxii, 
xxix-xxx:  mentioned,  xl.  xliii;  reform- 
ers criticize,  xxiv,  xxix-xxx;  O. 
Wolcott  on.  xxxiii.  23 1 .  See  also  Certif- 
icate System:  Ecclesiastical  Societies 
(General):  Literature  and  Religion:  Re- 
ligion: Sabbath. 
Edgerton.  Elisha.  j.p..  18.  164;  rep.  Coven- 
try, 82;  voteinH.R..  148 
Edmond.  William,  apptd.  superior  court 

judge.  8,  155 
Edson.  Calvin,  j.p.,  19,  164 
Edwards.  Albert,  ens.,  23;  It.,  256 
Edwards.  Daniel.  Jr..  indictment  of.  21 1 
Edwards.  Jonathan  W.,  comt.  to  accom- 
pany O.  Wolcott,  189;  to  count  votes. 
153:  to  form  Conn.  Asylum,  27;  j.p.. 
12.   159:  rep.  Hartford,   149,  235: 
speeches  in  H.R..  192n.  269n:  in  stand- 
up  law  debate,  303-4,  305-6. 310. 313- 
15.  318-19,  320,  323-24,  326:  votes 
for.  239n 
Edwards.  Levi.  capt..  23 
Edwards.  Nathaniel,  debt  to  school  fund. 

38 
Edwards,  Pierpont,  as  Republican  leader. 

xix(n) 
Edwards.  William  R..  capt..  167 
Egleston,  E..  prop,  is  boundary.  69 
Eldred.  Judah.  j.p..  17.  163:  rep.  Warren.  4. 

152 
Eldridge.  Daniel,  j.p..  14.  161 
Elections,  acts  on.  xlvi-il.  264.  264n.  301— 
26:  and  Federalist  dominance,  xii;  fre- 
quency of  as  guarantee  of  popular 


INDEX  TO  VOLUME  XVIII 


351 


government,  xiii;  reformers  on,  xxi, 
xxix-xxx,  xliii,  il(n);  fall  1804,  xiii; 
spring  1816,  xi,  xix,  xix(n),  xxi-xxii, 
In,  5-8;  fall  1816,  xxiv-xxv,  79n,  83- 
84;  spring  1817,  xi,  xxix-xxxi,  xxx(n), 
153-54, 153n;fall  1817,xliv-xlv,xlvii, 
239-40;  spring  1818,  xi,  xlv;  O. 
Wolcott  on,  xxxiii,  231-32.  See  also 
Franchise  and  Suffrage;  Freemen; 
Stand-Up  Law. 
Election  Sermon,  delivered,  36,  36n,  188, 

188n 
Electors  (U.S.),  proposed  const,  amend- 
ments on,  xxv,  36-37,  37n,  192,  192n 
Ellington,  town  of,  rep.,  5,  82,  152,  238 
Elliot,  Clark,  rep.  Huntington,  151 
Elliot,  Joseph,  j. p.,  13;  rep.  Guilford,  3 
Elliot,  Matthew,  j.p.  17,  163;  rep.  Kent,  4 
Elliott,  Eli  (Ely)  A.,  1st  It.,  21;  capt.,  178 
Elliott,  George,  j.p.,  18,  164 
Ellis,  Jonathan,  Jr.,  ens.,  245 
Ellsworth,  Henry  L.,  j.p.,  13,  159 
Ellsworth,  Martin,  prop,  is  boundary,  77 
Ellsworth,  Timothy,  j.p.,  12,  159 
Ellsworth,  William  W.,  to  form  Conn. 

Asylum,  27 
Elmore,  John,  j.p.,  17,  163 
Elton,  Samuel,  rep.  Watertown,  152,  238 
Ely,  Benjamin,  j.p.,  12,  159 
Ely,  Jacob,  prop,  is  boundary,  290 
Ely,  John,  discharged  prisoner,  296 
Ely,  Joseph  E.,  j.p.,  14,  161 
Ely,  Seth,  Jr.,  j.p.,  14,  161 
Ely,  William,  to  form  Conn.  Asylum,  28 
Embargo  (U.S.,  1808),  W.  Bristol  pam- 
phlet in  defense  of,  239n 
Emigration,  from  Conn.,  xxxii-xxxiii,  228, 

233,  267n,  268n 
Enfield,  town  of,  bridge  in  220, 300;  inhab- 
itants of,  120,  153n;  rep.,  2,  79,  149, 
236 
England.  See  Great  Britain. 
Eno,  Ashbel,  prop,  is  boundary,  68 
Ensign,  Salmon,  ens.,  89 
Ensworth,  John,  Jr.,  ens.,  255 
Ensworth,  Nehemiah,  capt.,  167 
Episcopal  Academy  (Cheshire),  publica- 
tion for,  191 
Episcopalians,  Episcopal  Church,  appro- 
priation to,  xxvi-xxviii,  114;  members 


of  xxi,  xxiv,  153n;  in  Meriden,  202;  in 
reform  coalition,  xix-xx,  xix(n),  xxii, 
xxiv,  xxix,  xxxi,  il.  See  also  Bishop's 
Fund. 

Equity,  act  on,  28-29,  28n;  suits  of,  1 

"Era  of  Good  Feelings,"  and  political  par- 
ties, xviii 

Estabrook,  Hobart,  Jr.,  capt.,  166 

Estates,  act  on,  xxv,  106-7,  106n;  execu- 
tors and  adminstrators  of,  106-7,  106n, 
187,  187n 

Evarts,  Pierson,  prop,  is  boundary,  220 

Everest,  Solomon,  j.p.,  12,  159;  probate 
judge,  9,  156 

Everett  (Everitt),  Samuel  E.,  j.p.,  17,  163 

Eversley,  John,  rep.  Norwalk,  3 

Evertson,  George  B.,  and  bond,  216 

Executions.  See  Attachments. 

Executive,  Executive  Power,  in  Conn.'s 
pre-1818  const.,  xiii,  xli,  xliv.  See  also 
Council;  Governor;  Lieutenant 
Governor. 

Executors  and  adminstrators,  acts  on,  xliii, 
106-107,  106n,  187,  187n 

Exemptions  (General),  in  militia,  180, 186, 
192,  193;  from  warrants  and  execu- 
tions, 259-60,  259n;  from  taxation,  il, 
39,186,233 

Factory  Workers,  relief  for,  186,  186n.  See 
also  Manufactures. 

Fairchild,  John,  ens.,  86 

Fairchild,  Josiah,  rep.  Newtown,  3 

Fairchild,  Kiah  B.,  capt.,  246 

Fairchild,  Lewis,  Jr.,  It.  col.,  97 

Fairfield,  county  of,  common  pleas  judge 
apptd..  8,  155;  jail  in,  297;  j.p.  and 
quorum  apptd.,  11, 158;  j.p.  apptd.,  14- 
16,  161-62,  271;  mentioned,  308;  mer- 
chants in,  77n;  state's  attorney  for, 
152n;  superior  court  in,  297,  298 

Fairfield,  probate  district  of,  judge  apptd., 
9,  156;  proceedings  in,  64,  291 

Fairfield,  town  of,  bridge  in,  277;  inhabit- 
ants of,  1  n,  64, 239n;  prop,  in,  29 1 ,  rep., 
3,  80,  151,  237;  rep.  in  debate,  xlvii 

Fanning,  Charles,  j.p.,  14,  161 

Fansher,  Sylvanus,  and  smallpox  vaccina- 
tion, 269n 
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Fanton,  Simeon,  j. p.,  162;  rep.  Weston,  81; 
vote  in  H.R.,  148 

Fanton,  Sturges,  ens.,  92 

Fargo,  Lyman,  capt.,  243 

Farmington,  1st  eccl.  soc.  of,  boundaries 
of,  198-99,  198n 

Farmington,  2nd  eccl.  soc.  of 
(Northington),  boundaries  of,  meeting 
house  of,  59-60,  60n,  198-99,  198n 

Farmington,  probate  district  of,  judge 
apptd.,  9,  156 

Farmington,  town  of,  boundaries  of,  198; 
constable  in,  62;  meeting  place,  213n; 
opposes  inc.  of  West  Hartford,  74n; 
rep.,  2,  79,  150,  236;  selectmen  in,  62, 
tax  collectors  in,  62 

Farmington  River,  as  boundary,  198,  299; 
bridges  over,  22 1 

Farnam,  Peter,  debt  to  school  fund,  37-38 

Farnham,  Bela,  j.p.,  160 

Farrington,  Joseph,  prop,  is  boundary,  202 

Federalists,  and  act  on  literature  and  reli- 
gion, xxvi-xxviii,  140-41,  145;  and 
appointment  of  j.p.s,  xxxvi-xxxvii; 
control  Council,  congressional  delega- 
tion, xii,  xxii,  xxxiv,  xxxvi,  xliv,  xlvi; 
controversies  over  officeholding,  xii, 
xxi,  xxiv,  xxx,  xxxv,  xxxviii-xxxix; 
defend  const,  system,  xiii;  disaffected 
members  in  reform  coalition,  xi,  xviii, 
xix  (n),  xxxi,  xxxiii-xxxiv;  on  duties  on 
writs,  185n;  on  eccl.  system,  xiv, 
xvi(n),  xxix-xxx;  fall  from  power,  xi; 
in  fall  1816  election,  xxiv;  in  fall  1817 
election,  xliv-xlv;  former  alliance  with 
Episcopalians,  xx,  xxvi;  on  joint  vs. 
select  comts.,  xxxv;  and  judicial  reor- 
ganization, xx,  xxxiii,  xli-xlii;  on 
manufactures,  186n;  on  May  1817  ses- 
sion, xxxiv,  xliii;  members  of,  xx,  xxi, 
xxv,  xxvi,  xxxvii,  xxxviii,  5n,  152n, 
239n;  and  militia  organization,  HOn; 
national  administrations  and  policies 
of,  xviii,  xxi;  newspapers  associated 
with,  iv;  on  October  1817  session,  il;  on 
party  nomenclature,  xix(n);  party 
strength  in  H.R.,  Council,  79n,  149n, 
235n;  presidential  and  vice  presidential 
candidates  of,  84n;  in  spring  1816  elec- 
tion, xxi,  xxii,  2n;  in  spring   1817 


election,  xxix-xxxi,  xxix(n);  and  stand- 
up  law,  xlvi— il,  305;  as  superior  court 
judges,  154n;  on  U.S.  const,  amend- 
ments, 192n;  victorious  in  1804,  xiii; 
votes  for  candidates,  In,  153n;andWar 
of  1812,  xvii-xviii,  xix,  xix(n),  xxi 

Fees,  act  on,  102-5,  102n;  of  inspectors, 
112;  rejected  bills  on,  101  n 

Female  Education  Society  of  New  Haven, 
inc.,  il,  281n,  281-82 

Fenn  (Finn?),  David,  capt.,  172 

Fenn,  William,  col.,  97;  rep.  Milford,  80; 
voteinH.R.,  147 

Ferries,  act  on,  102,  102n;  Assembly's 
powers  over,  li;  Chapman's,  102,  102n; 
in  East  Haddam,  102,  102n;  fees  on, 
102;  in  Hartford,  li,  74n,  289-90, 
290n;;  Middletown-Chatham,  102, 
102n 

Ferris,  Joshua,  j.p.,  161 

Ferris,  Zachariah,  j.p.,  14,  161 

Ferry,  Thomas,  capt.,  91 

Field,  John,  Jr.,  4th  It.,  252 

Fines  and  penalties,  for  church  non-atten- 
dance, 32,  32n;  for  listers,  41^42;  in 
fisheries,  109,  109n,  263;  in  militia,  34, 
39,  110-11,  118,  183;  regarding  fees, 
104-5;  on  sales  of  provisions,  36,  112 

Fire  companies,  and  militia  service,  34, 
34n 

First  Amendment  (U.S.),  Conn.  Ratifies, 
xvii(n);  and  separation  of  church  and 
state,  xvi 

Fish,  inspection  of,  35,  35n 

Fish,  Roswell,  j.p.,  161 

Fisheries,  acts  on,  107,  107n,  109,  109n, 
262-63,  262n;  Assembly's  powers 
over,  li;  in  Housatonic  River,  109, 
109n;  in  Quinebaug  River,  107n;  in 
Shetucket  River,  107n 

Fitch,  Asa,  j.p.,  14,  161 

Fitch,  James,  incompetent,  133-34 

Fitch,  John,  eccl.  soc.  comt,  284 

Fitch,  John,  j.p.,  16,  162 

Fitch,  John,  It.  col.,  100;  maj.,  20 

Fitch,  Joseph,  3rd  It.,  177 

Fitch,  Luther,  j.p.,  13,  159 

Flint,  Abel,  biog.,  36n;  delivers  election 
sermon,  36;  to  form  Conn.  Bible  Soc, 
56,  56n 
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Flynn,  James,  alien  to  hold  prop.,  212 

Foot,  Charles,  2nd  It.,  254 

Foot,  David,  j.p.,  14,  161 

Foot,  John,  capt.,  172 

Foot,  Samuel,  It.  col.  cmdt.,  19 

Foote,  George  A.,  It.,  245 

Foote,  Israel,  j.p.,  12,  159 

Foote,  Joel,  comt.  on  election  law,  264n; 

j.p.,  12,  159;  rep.  Marlborough,  80, 

150;  on  stand-up  law,  xlvii;  vote  in 

H.R.,  147 
Foote,  Miles,  cornet,  92 
Foote,  Roger,  rep.  Marlborough,  236 
Foote,  Samuel,  col.,  100 
Foote  (Foot),  Samuel  A.,  on  alien  property 

holding,  299n;  comt.  to  accompany  O. 

Wolcott,  189;  comt.  on  election  law, 

264n;  to  count  votes,  153;  on  district 

elections,   192n;  on  manufactures, 

189n;  rep.  Cheshire,   150,  236;  on 

stand-up  law,  xlviii. 
Foote,  probably  Samuel  A.,  but  possibly 

Roger,  in  debate  on  stand-up  law,  303, 

305,310,315,324 
Foote,  Titus,  ens.,  246 
Ford,  Silas,  4th  It.,  257 
Ford,  Stephen  B.,  maj.,  165 
Forgery,  of  bank  notes,  108n;  proceedings 

on,  132,211 
Fort  Fenwick  (Saybrook),  damages  to,  61 
Forward,  James,  rep.  Granby,  80;  vote  in 

H.R.,  148 
Fosdick,  Nicoll,  pet  for  tpk.,  218,  277 
Foster,  Eleazer  (Eleazar),  to  count  votes, 

153;  j.p.,  13, 160;  rep.  New  Haven,  150 
Foster,  John,  ens.,  249 
Foster,  William,  j.p.,  19,  164 
Fowler,  Benjamin,  payment  to,  289 
Fowler,  Eli,  j.p.,  13,  160 
Fowler,  Samuel,  j.p.,  13,  160 
Fox,  Abiel,  cornet,  251 
Fox,  John,  j.p.,  16,  162 
Fox,  Samuel  H.,  capt.,  22;  maj.,  166 
Fox,  William  B.,  to  form  manufacturing 

co.,  193-94 
France,  Federalist  opposition  to,  xvii;  T. 

Gallaudet  travels  to,  27n;  war  with 

Great  Britain,  xvii 
Franchise  and  Suffrage,  acts  on,  26,  26n; 

and  militia  service,   HOn;  prop. 


restrictions  on,  xii;  reformers  on,  xxi, 

xxx;  O.  Wolcott  on,  xxxiii,  23 1-32.  See 

also  Elections;  Freemen. 
Franklin,  Benjamin,  ens.,  24 
Franklin,  Silas,  j.p.,  17,  163 
Franklin,  town  of,  rep.,  2n,  3,  80,  150,  236; 

tpk.  in,  214,  214n 
Freeman,  Edmond,  nom.  asst,  240 
Freeman,  Frederick,  j.p.,   16,   162;  rep. 

Mansfield,  4,  81;  vote  in  H.R.,  147 
Freemen,  act  on,  26, 26n;  and  stand-up  law, 

xlvi-il,  303-26.  See  also  Elections; 

Franchise  and  Suffrage. 
French,  Abel,  j.p.,  14,  161 
French,  David,  j.p.,  13,  160 
French,  John,  maj.,  19 
French,  William,  col.,  98 
Frink,  Daniel,  capt.,  169 
Frink,  Darius,  pet.  on  tpk.  toll,  214 
Frink,  Nathan,  col.,  100;  It.  col.  cmdt.,  20 
Frisbie,  Ichabod  C,  j.p.,  12,  159 
Frisbie,  Levi,  eccl.  soc.  comt.,  285-86 
Frost,  Daniel,  j.p.,  16,  162 
Frost,  Daniel,  Jr.,  j.p.,  16,  162 
Frothingham,  Samuel,  Methodist  trustee, 

114 
Fuller,  Alanson,  ens.,  248 
Fuller,  David  S.,  capt.,  168 
Fuller,  Harvey,  capt.,  24 
Fuller,  John  R.,  ens.,  246 
Fuller,  Nathan,  rep.  Killingly,  4 
Fuller,  Silas,  j.p.,  16,  162;  rep.  Columbia, 

151 
Fuller,  Solomon  L.,  j.p.,  18,  164 
Fuller's  Bridge,  mentioned,  48 
Fundamental  Orders  of  1639,  self-govern- 
ment under,  xii 

Gager,  Samuel  R.,  j.p.,  17,  163 
Gallaudet,  Thomas,  and  Conn.  Asylum, 

27n,  120n 
Gallaudet  family,  and  deaf  education,  27n 
Gallup  (Gallop),  Jared,  j.p.,  14,  161 
Galpin,  Joseph,  Jr.,  capt.,  87 
Gannett,  John  M.,  j.p.,  12,  159 
Gardner,  Betsey  Ann,  minor,  65 
Gardner,  Nicholas  Clarke,  minor,  65 
Gardner,  Polly,  guardian  to  sell  prop.,  65- 

66 
Gardner,  William,  prop,  is  boundary,  294 
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Gales,  Damcl.  it..  248 

dates.  Daniel.  Jr..  ens..  174 

Cuites.  Nehemiah.  rep.  Chatham.  5,  82; 
vole  in  H.R..  148 

Gates,  Olmsted,  capt..  24c> 

Gales,  Robert,  maj..  20 

("..lies.  Russel.  2nd  It.,  255 

Gay,  Calvin,  j.pM  17.  163 

Ga>.  Ebenezer,  j.p..  19.  164 

Gay,  William,  guardian  to  sell  minors' 
prop..  291;  j.p..  12,  159 

Ga\lord.  Edwin.  It.,  96 

Ga\  lord.  Elias.  rep.  Cheshire.  2,  80;  vote  in 
H.R.,  148 

Ga\  lord.  Joseph.  2d  ens.,  91 

Ga>  lord.  Nathaniel,  Jr.,  capt.,  1 74;  ens.,  25 

Gaylord.  Nathaniel  B.,  rep.  Winchester, 
82;  NoteinH.R..  147 

Geere.  Moses  T.,  2nd  It..  255 

General  Assembly,  alterations  in  bills  by 
H.R.  and  Council,  disagreements,  con- 
ferences, and  rejections,  xxiii.  x.wii. 
\\\i\.  ww-wwiii.  xxxvii(n).  xlii, 
\li\.  xlvii.  xlviii.  26n.  29n,  30n,  31n. 
34n.  35n.  46n.  73n.  74n.  lOln.  102n. 
108n.  HOn.  112n.  113n.  120n.  121n. 
137n,  179n.  185n.  186n.  189n.  191n. 
192n.  214n.  215n,  217n.  221n.  224n. 
26 In.  264n.  265n.  267n.  269n.  273n. 
274n.  275n.  277n,  278n,  278-79n. 
28 In.  288-89n,  299n.  302-26;  atten- 
dance lists,  1-5.  79-82.  149-52.  235- 
39;  expenses  of,  116;  joint  and  select 
comts.  as  political  issue,  xxxv-xxxvi: 
judgeship  incompatible  with  seat  in, 
230;  power  over  Indian  affairs,  222n; 
power  to  appt.  U.S.  senators.  37n;  re- 
cords requested,  270;  Republicans 
criticize  powers  of,  xiii,  xx.  xxx;  rou- 
tine business  of,  1-li;  unfinished 
business  contd..  77,  139.  225.  299.  See 
also  Council;  House  of  Representatives 
(Conn.);  Legislature,  Legislative 
Power. 

Gere.  Amos.  Jr..  j.p.,  14 

German.  N.Y..  prop.  in.  135 

Ghent,  peace  negotiations  at,  xviii 

Gibbs,  Horace  A.,  1st  It.,  93 

Gibbs.  William.  Jr..  It.,  173 

Gibbud.  Timothy,  rep.  Waterbury.  150.  236 


Giddings,  Gamaliel  B.,  j.p.,  15,  162,  271 

Giddings(Giddins),  Solomon,  j.p.,  14, 161 

Giddings.  William,  lister.  42 

Gilbert.  Ezekiel,  It.,  242 

Gilbert,  Nathaniel.  It..  247 

Gilbert.  Peyton  R.,  j.p.,  18,  164 

Gilbert,  Solomon,  rep.  Coventry,  82;  vote 
inH.R..  148 

Gilbert,  Sylvester,  common  pleas  judge,  8, 
155;  j.p.,  18.  164;  nom.  U.S.  congress- 
man. 8;  probate  judge.  10,  157 

Gill,  Elisha.  town  agent,  215n 

Gill.  John,  allowance  as  tax  collector.  209- 
10 

Gill.  Samuel,  to  count  votes,  5;  j.p.,  18, 
163;  rep.  Middletown.  5 

Gillet  (Gillett).  George,  j.p..  18.  164 

Gillet.  John.  Jr..  rep.  Torrington,  238 

Gillet.  Sereno  B.,  It.,  171 

Gillett.  Daniel,  j.p..  13.  160 

Glastonbury  (Glastenbury).  town  of.  pet. 
on  Union  Co.,  224;  rep.,  2,  79. 150, 236 

Glazier,  Daniel,  rep.  Willington,  82,  152, 
239;  vote  in  H.R..  148 

Gleason,  Elon,  brigade  inspector,  257 

Gleason,  Erastus,  2d  It.,  251 

Gleason,  Peter  B..  col.  100;  It.  col.  cmdt.. 
19 

Goddard.  Calvin,  apptd.  superior  court 
judge.  8.  155:  defeated  for  It.  gov.,  xxii. 
In:  nom.  It.  gov.,  xxi:  votes  for.  In 

Goff.  Benjamin,  ens..  172 

Gold.  Benjamin,  j.p..  17,  163 

Gold.  Hezekiah.  pet.  on  eccl.  soc.  member- 
ship. 126-27.  I27n 

Golden  Hill  Indians,  members  of.  288. 
288n 

Goodman.  Moses.  Jr..  It.  col..  98 

Goodrich,  Chauncey.  previous  It.  gov..  In 

Goodrich.  Elizur.  asst..  2.  79.  149.  235: 
common  pleas  judge.  8.  155;  comt.  on 
agricultural  socs..  268n:  comt.  to  ac- 
company O.  Wolcott.  189:  to  count 
votes.  5,  153:  elected  asst..  6.  154:  fails 
at  re-nomination,  xlv;  nom.  asst..  83; 
probate  judge.  8.  155:  prop,  is  bound- 
ary. 70:  sworn.  7.  188 

Goodrich.  Samuel,  to  form  Conn.  Bible 
Soc.  56 
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Goodwin,  Asa,  j.p.,  17,  163;  rep.  New 
Hartford,  152,  238 

Goodwin,  Caleb,  to  form  Conn.  Asylum, 
28 

Goodwin,  Charles,  to  form  Conn.  Asylum, 
28 

Goodwin,  Eliza  M.,  minor,  206 

Goodwin,  George,  to  form  Conn.  Asylum, 
27 

Goodwin,  George,  Jr.,  to  form  Conn. 
Asylum,  28 

Goodwin,  Horace,  1st  It.,  94;  2nd  It.,  94 

Goodwin,  Pitts,  ens.,  250 

Goodwin,  Sarah  D.,  to  sell  minor's  prop., 
206-7 

Goodwin,  Timothy,  j.p.,  12,  159 

Goodwin,  William,  maj.,  165 

Gordon,  James,  j.p.,  16,  162 

Gordon,  James,  Jr.,  j.p.  16,  j.p.  and 
quorum,  11,  158;  lottery  manager,  58 

Gorham,  Joseph  W„  maj.,  101 

Gorham,  Josiah,  It.,  86 

Gorham,  Samuel,  Jr.,  capt.,  169 

Goshen,  town  of,  inhabitants  of,  142;  list- 
ers in,  41;  rep.,  4,  81,  151,238 

Gould,  Gurdon  C,  2nd  It.,  25 

Gould  (Guold),  James,  apptd.  superior  court 
judge  8, 155;  biog.,  8n;  declines  congres- 
sional nom.,  7n;  nom.  U.S.  congressman, 
7 

Gould  (Guold),  Orchard,  j.p.,  13,  160 

Gould.  See  also  Guold. 

Governor,  elected,  xi,  xxii,  xxx-xxxi,  6, 
153-54;  to  forward  amendments,  36- 
37;  to  issue  proclamation,  223;  men- 
tioned, xxxv,  270;  powers  and  duties  of, 
xli,  105,  258-59,  265;  present,  1,  79, 
149,  235;  salary,  76,  139,  224,  298;  to 
receive  artillery  from  U.S.,  266;  and 
stand-up  law,  323;  sworn,  6, 187, 189n; 
and  U.S.  naval  depot,  268;  votes  for,  In, 
153n.  See  also  Commander  in  Chief; 
Smith,  John  Cotton;  Wolcott,  Oliver. 

Governor's  Foot  Guards,  officers  apptd., 
established,  85,  256-57 

Governor's  Horse  Guards,  officers  apptd., 
established,  20 

Graham,  Erastus,  2nd  It.,  92 

Granby,  probate  district  of,  judge  apptd., 
10,  157 


Granby,  town  of,  listers  in,  41;  rep.,  2,  80, 

150,236 
Granby  and  Barkhemstead  Tpk.  Co.,  pet. 

for,  220-21, 22  In,  299-300, 300n;  con- 
troversies over,  li 
Grand  juries,  powers  and  duties  of,  33n 
Grannis,  Thomas,  comt.  on  eccl.  soc,  285- 

86 
Grant,  Algernon  S.,  ens.,  178 
Grant,  Billings,  rep.  Stafford,  5 
Grant,  David,  rep.  Windsor,  150,  236 
Grant,  Denison,  cornet,  251 
Grant,  Henry,  ens.,  245 
Grant,  Hosea,  ens.,  169;  It.,  169 
Grant,  Roswell,  j.p.,  12,  159 
Graves,  Hubbard,  capt.,  170 
Graves  (Greaves),  Jedediah,  j.p.,  162;  rep. 

Sherman,  3,  81,  151,  237;  vote  in  H.R., 

148 
Graves,  Timothy,  to  form  corp.,  127 
Gray,  Lockwood,  ens.,  250 
Gray,  Samuel,  j.p.,  16,  162 
Great  Britain,  const,  of,  xiii;  T.  Gallaudet 

travels  to,  27n;  imports  from,  xxxii,  1; 

inhabitants  of,  136,  212;  reciprocal 

rights  for,  299n;  religion,  clergy  in,  xiv, 

143,  144;  U.S.  independence  from,  xii; 

in  War  of  1812,  xvii-xviii,  58n,  61 
Great  Neck  (Waterford),  meeting  house  in, 

62 
Greaves,  William,  capt.,  253 
Greenert,  Henry,  alien  to  hold  prop.,  135 
Greenfield,  eccl.  soc.  of,  prop,  in,  291 
Greenwich,  town  of,  inhabitants  of,  285; 

rep.,  3,  81,  151,237 
Greenwoods  Tpk.  Co.,  route  of,  44-45, 

44n;  tpks.  from,  to,  221,  299 
Gregory,  Abel,  j.p.,  162;  prop,  is  boundary, 

208 
Gregory,  Elijah,  rep.  Danbury,  3,  151 
Gregory,  Zar,  ens.,  245 
Gridley,  Isaac,  j.p.,  18,  163; 
Griffin,  Ebenezer,  j.p.,   16,   162;  rep. 

Hampton,  81;  vote  in  H.R.,  147 
Griffin  (Griffing,  Griffen),  Joab,  Jr.,  j.p., 

159;  rep.  Granby,  2,  80;  vote  in  H.R., 

148 
Griffin,  Josiah,  comt.  to  accompany  O. 

Wolcott,  189;  comt.  on  eccl.  law,  179n; 

comt.  on  tpk.,  281,  281n;  j.p.,  18,  164; 
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j.p.  and  quorum,    158;  rep.  East 

Haddam,  152 
Griffin,  Nathan,  It.,  167 
Griffin  (Griffing),  Nathaniel,  j.p.  and 

quorum,   10,   157;  rep.  Guilford,  80, 

236;voteinH.R.,  147 
Grinnel.  Barber,  estate  of,  130 
Grinnel,  Levi  B.,  heir,  130 
Grinnell,  Amasa,  ens.,  171 
Griswold,  Abraham  (Abram),  j.p.,  13,  159 
Griswold,  Benjamin,  j.p.,  17,  163;  prop,  is 

boundary,  66 
Griswold,  Charles,  j.p.,  14,  161 
Griswold,  Daniel  J.,  j.p.,  163 
Griswold,  Gaylord,  minor,  66 
Griswold,  Gaylord,  St.,  estate  of,  66 
Griswold,  George,  j.p.,  12,  159 
Griswold,  Giles,  prop,  is  boundary,  203 
Griswold,  Hannah  Hooker,  minor,  66 
Griswold,  Harvey,  ens.,  173 
Griswold,  Hooker,  minor,  66 
Griswold,  Joel,  j.p.,  18,  164 
Griswold,  Matthew,  asst.,  2,  79,  149,  235; 

comt.  on  Mohegan  Indians,  222,  222n; 

to  count  votes,  5,  153;  elected  asst.,  6, 

154;  fails  at  re-nomination,  xlv;  j.p. 

and  quorum,  10,  157;  nom.  asst.,  83; 

probate  judge,  9,  155;  sworn,  7,  188 
Griswold,  Norman,  j.p.,  17,  163 
Griswold,  Sarah  Elizabeth,  minor,  66 
Griswold,  Shubael,  on  alien  property  hold- 
ing, 299n;  on  appointment  of  j.p.s, 

xxxvii;  comt.  on  eccl.  soc,  60,  199; 

comt.  to  thank  J.C.  Smith,  188;  comt. 

on  tpk..  45,  121,  219,  278,  281,  300; 

j.p.,  12,  159;  nom.  asst.,  83;  rep.  East 

Hartford.  2.  79,  149,  236;  in  stand-up 

law  debate,  xlvii,  xlviii,  301n,  303,  304, 

306,  307.  309,  310-11,  313,  314,  315, 

318.323,325,326 
Griswold,  Sylvanus,  prop,  is  boundary,  66 
Griswold,  Sylvanus  Collins,  prop,  is 

boundary,  66 
Griswold,  Thaddeus,  rep.  Torrington,  4. 

82;  vote  in  H.R.,  147 
Griswold,  town  of,  pet.  against,  45;  rep.,  3, 

80,  150,  236;  to  subscribe  to  stock,  47 
Griswold,  Zechariah,  prop,  is  boundary, 

208 
Grosvenor,  Ebenezer,  j.p.,  162 


Grosvenor,  Lemuel,  to  form  charitable 

soc,  199;  j.p.,  16,  162;  probate  judge, 

9,  156 
Grosvenor,  Oliver,  to  form  charitable  soc, 

199-200 
Grosvenor,  Pay  son  P.,  ens.,  170 
Grosvenor,  Peter,  capt.,  96 
Grosvenor,  Thomas,  j.p.  16,  162;  to  form 

charitable  soc,  199-200 
Groton,  town  of,  factory  in,  195n;  inhabit- 
ants of,  204;  prop,  in,  133,  204-6;  rep., 

3,80,  150,237 
Groton  and  Stonington  Tpk.  Co.,  pet.  for, 

218,  218n,  277-78,  278n 
Grow,  Joseph,  to  form  manufacturing  co., 

193 
Guernsey,  Bridgeman  (Bridgman),  j.p., 

164;  rep.  Durham,  238 
Guerriere,  British  warship,  265n 
Guilford,  2nd  eccl.  soc.  of,  ministerial  fund 

in,  127-28,  127n 
Guilford,  probate  district  of,  judge  apptd., 

9,  156 
Guilford,  town  of,  rep.,  3,  80,  150,  236; 

tpk.  in,  122,219-20,281 
Gunn,  Elisha,  prop,  is  boundary,  291;  rep. 

Suffield,  236 
Gunn,  Samuel  B.,  j.p.,   13,   160;  rep. 

Milford,3,  150,236 
Guold.  See  also  Gould 
Guold,  Daniel,  capt.,  86 
Gurley,  Artemas,  j.p.,  162 
Gurley,  Jacob  B.,  comt.  on  tpk.,  278;  j.p., 

13,  160;  nom.  asst.,  83 

Haddam,  town  of,  rep.,  5, 82, 152, 238;  tpk. 

in,  122,218 
Hale,  Adino,  j.p.,  17,  163;  rep.  Goshen,  4 
Hale,  Elisha,  j.p.,  12,  159 
Hale.  Timothy,  rep.  Goshen,  81,  151,  238; 

vote  in  H.R.,  147 
Hale,  Walter,  capt.,  87 
Haley,  Elisha,  rep.  Groton,  3,  80;  vote  in 

H.R.,  148 
Hall,  Aaron,  j.p.,  13,  160 
Hall,  Abel,  col.,  100 
Hall,  Austin,  It.,  178 
Hall,  Calvin,  It.,  174 
Hall,  Dixon  (Dixson),  rep.  Sterling,  4.  81. 

151,  237;  vote  in  H.R.,  148 
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Hall,  Eliakim,  rep.  Wallingford,  80,  150; 

voteinH.R.,  148 
Hall,  Elkanah,  rep.  Wallingford,  236 
Hall,  Ephraim  S.,  rep.  Litchfield,  151,  238 
Hall,  Jedediah,  ens.,  174 
Hall,  John,  comt.  on  Union  Co.,  224;  j.p. 

and  quorum,  12,  158 
Hall,  John  W.,  prop,  is  boundary,  203 
Hall,  Russel,  capt.,  20 
Hall,  Samuel,  j.p.  Middlesex  County,  163 
Hall,  Samuel,  j.p.  New  Haven  County,  13, 

160 
Hall,  Theophilus,  prop,  is  boundary,  203 
Hall,  Timothy,  j.p.,  12,  159 
Hall,  Willard,  prop,  is  boundary,  203 
Halsey,  Jeremiah,  j.p.,  14,  161 
Hamden,  town  of,  rep.,  3,  80,  150,  236; 

tpks.  in  137,  219,  280-81 
Hamilton,  Alexander,  as  U.S.  secretary  of 

the  treasury,  xxi,  xxxi-xxxii 
Hamilton,  Horatio  A.,  j.p.,  164 
Hamilton,  Maria,  heir,  294 
Hamlin,  Alanson,  j.p.,  14,  161 
Hamlin,  Russell,  prop,  is  boundary,  208 
Hammon,  Hosekiah,  ens.,  24 
Hammond,  Nathaniel,  It.,  97 
Hampden,  Mass.,  county  of,  tpk.  from,  220 
Hampton,  town  of,  inhabitants  of,  193; 

rep.,  4,  81,  151,237 
Hanchett,  John  W.,  j.p.,  12,  159 
Hand,  Daniel,  j.p.,  160 
Hand,  Daniel,  Jr.,  j.p.,  13 
Hanford,  Charles,  It.  col.,  98 
Harden,  Charles,  ens.,  174;  It.,  249 
Harden,  Jonah,  prop,  is  boundary,  71 
Harrington  lot,  as  boundary,  201 
Harris,  Griswold,  prop,  is  boundary,  258 
Harris,  Jacob,  It.,  244 
Harris,  Jedediah,  rep.  Killingworth,  238 
Harris,  John,  cornet,  254 
Harrison,  Gridley,  It.,  166 
Harrison,  Mark,  j.p.,  13,  160 
Harrison,  Philo,  4th  It.,  252 
Harrison,  Thaddeus,  It.  col.,  100 
Hart,  Adna,  ens.,  172 
Hart,  Benjamin,  prop,  is  boundary,  202;  to 

form  corp.,  127 
Hart,  Bliss,  j.p.,  12,  159 
Hart,  George,  ens.,  87,  245 
Hart,  John  A.,  1st  It.,  176 


Hart,  Josiah  H.,  rep.  Barkhamsted,  4 

Hart,  Nathan,  capt.,  171 

Hart,  Samuel,  j.p.  18,  164;  rep.  Saybrook, 
5.  82;  vote  in  H.R.,  148 

Hart,  Selah,  cornet,  93 

Hart,  Simeon,  j.p.  12,  159 

Hart,  William,  capt.,  245 

Hartford,  county  of,  agricultural  soc.  in, 
xlvi,  268n,  282-83,  282n;  common 
pleas  court  in,  60,  65,  78;  common 
pleas  judge  apptd.,  8,  155;  jail  in,  298; 
j.p.  and  quorum  apptd.,  10,  157;  j.p. 
apptd.,  12-13,  159-60;  mentioned, 
325;  superior  court  in,  57, 21 1 ,  289;  tax 
assessment  in,  227 

Hartford,  probate  district  of,  judge  apptd., 
8,  155;  proceedings  in,  66,  68-69,  70, 
200,206,291 

Hartford,  town  and  city  of,  acts  on  high- 
ways and  streets  in,  29-30;  church  in, 
59,  59n;  Conn.  Bible  Soc.  formed  in, 
56n;  eccl.  socs.  in,  36n;  ferries  in,  289- 
90,  290n;  freemen  in,  306;  inhabitants 
of,  64,  71,  82n,  153n,  212,  298;  law  li- 
brary co.  in,  il,  283-84;  magazine  and 
arsenal  in,  76,  76n,  223,  223n;  meeting 
place,  84,  213n;  newspaper  to  print 
notice,  74,  125,  217;  opposes  inc.  of 
West  Hartford,  74n;  pet.  on  Union  Co., 
224;  Phoenix  Bank  in,  xx,  182;  prop,  in, 
206;  rep.,  2,  79,  149,  235;  rep.  in  H.R. 
debates,  269n,  310,  319,  326;  tpks. 
from,  121,281 

Hartford  Bank,  act  on,  1 8 1 , 1 8 1  n;  president 
of,  153n 

Hartford  Bridge  Co.,  controversies  over,  li; 
draw  of,  73-74,  73n,  118-19,  119n, 
214-15, 215n,  290n;  ferries  at,  289-90, 
290n 

Hartford  Convention  (1814-15),  delegates 
to,  xxi;  disenchantment  with,  xviii,  xxi, 
xxii;  mentioned,  xxxi;  proposes  const, 
amendments,  xviii 

Hartford  County  Agricultural  Society,  inc., 
282-83,  282n 

Hartland,  town  of,  listers  in,  272;  rep.,  2, 
80,  150,  236 

Hartland  Tpk.  Co.,  tpk.  to,  300 

Hartshorn,  Eli,  j.p.,  161;  rep.  Franklin,  80, 
150;  voteinH.R.,  148 
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Hartshorn.  Regal,  ens.,  90 

Hartshorn,  Silas,  j. p.,  14,  161 

Harvey,  Joseph  It..  248 

Harvey.  Paul,  maj.,  165 

Harwinton  (Harwington),  prop,  in,  290; 

rep..  4.  81,  151,238 
Haskell.  Eli  B.,  j.p..   12,   159;  rep.  East 

Windsor,  2,  79;  vote  in  H.R.,  147 
Hastings.  Samuel,  j.p.,  159;  rep.  Suffield, 

80,  150;voteinH.R.,  148 
Hatch,  Barnabas,  It.,  88 
Hatch.  Moses,  j.p..  14.  161 

Hathaway  (Hatheway),  Asahel,  j.p.,   12, 

159 
Haughton.  William  W.,  Mohegan  overseer, 

222n;  rep.  Montville,  3,  80;  vote  in 

H.R.,  147 
Hawaii,  mission  students  from,  213n 
Hawes.  Samuel.  Jr..  2nd  It..  95 
Haw  ley.  Abel  S..  It..  96 
Haw  ley.  Eli  L.,  rep.  Huntington.  237 
Hawley.  Jared.  rep.  Oxford.  3,  150,  236 
Haw  ley.  Joseph,  Jr..  capt..  92 
Hawle\.  Liverius.  j.p.,  14 
Hawley.  Nathan,  rep.  Bethlehem.  4.  81: 

vote  in  H.R.,  147 
Hawley.  Stephen,  1st  It.,  254 
Haw  ley,  William,  to  count  votes,  153;  rep. 

Ridgefield,  81.151;  vote  in  H.R.,  148 
Hayden.  Amasa.  capt..  168 
Ha\den.  Ezra,  j.p.,  13,  159 
Hayden,  Moses,  comt.  on  eccl.  law,  179n; 

j.p.,  17,  163:  maj..  20:  rep.  Barkhamsted, 

81.  151:voteinH.R..  147 
Hayden.  Nathaniel,  col.,  99 
Haynes,  Asa.  j.p.,  12.  159 

H  ay  stow  n.  prop.  in.  208 

Hay  ward.  Philip  (Phillip),  j.p..  16,  162 

Hazen.  Elijah,  j.p..  17.  163 

Hazen.  Henry,  1st  It.,  95 

Hebron,  probate  district  of.  judge  apptd.. 

10.  157;  proceedings  in.  133 
Hebron,  town  of.  inhabitants  of.  143.  144. 

152n:  rep.,  5,  82,  152,  239:  rep.  in  H.R. 

debates,  xxvii.  310.  313.  315 
Hebron  and  Middle  Haddam  Tpk.  Co.,  pet. 

on  toll  violation.  137.  137n 
Hemingway,  Eleazer.  rep.  East  Haven.  150. 

236 
Hemingway.  Enos.  j.p.,  13,  160 


Henry,  Charles,  cornet.  177 
Hequembourg  (Hequemberg),  Charles,  Jr., 

1st  It.,  177;  2nd  It.,  178;  3rd  It.,  23 
Herkimer,  N.Y.,  inhabitants  of,  66 
Heron,  William,  j.p..  15,  161 
Heusted.  See  Husted. 
Hewit,  Elias.  Jr..  It..  87 
Hewit.  Ezra.  It..  244 

Hew  it.  Stanton,  rep.  North  Stonington,  237 
Hewitt  (Hewit),  Elias,  j.p..  14,  161 
Hewitt.  Oliver.  4th  It.,  177 
Hewitt.  Stanton.  Jr.,  3rd  It.,  95 
Hibbard.  Daniel  F..  It.  col.,  241:  maj.,  99 
Hibbard.  Henry,  prop,  transaction.  295 
Hickox,  Ebenezer,  rep.  Windsor,  2 
Hicox,  Daniel,  j.p.,  17 
Hicox,  Daniel.  Jr.,  j.p.,  163 
Highways  and  Streets  (General),  act  on, 

29-30,  29n;  surveyors  of,  261 
Higley,  Horace,  pet.  on  tpk.,  44 
Higley.  Silas,  lister,  41 
Hill,  David,  to  count  votes.  5:  j.p.,  161; 

nom.  asst.,  240;  rep.  Fairfield,  3,  80, 

151,237 
Hill.  Henry,  j.p..  13,  160;  probate  judge.  9. 

156 
Hill,  John  R..  rep.  Redding,  237 
Hill.  Joseph,  j.p.,  18,  164;  rep.  Saybrook. 

238 
Hill,  Philip,  2nd  It.,  178 
Hillhouse.  James,  salary.  76,   139,  225, 

299:  as  school  fund  commissioner, 

xxvi,  xxxviii,  xxxix.  117n,  266n:  j.p., 

13,   160;  signs  Federalist  address, 

xxix(n).  See  also  School  Fund. 
Hills.  Benoni,  accused  of  forgery,  211 
Hills.  Levi,  ens.,  247 
Hillyer.  Andrew,  j.p..  12.  159 
Hillyer.  Pliny,  apptd.  Newgate  overseer. 

154:  j.p.  and  quorum,  10,  157;  probate 

judge,  10.  157 
Hinkley.  Samuel,  cornet,  251 
Hinman.  Curtis,  j.p.,  13.  160 
Hinman.  Ross,  insolvency,  75,  123-24 
Hinman.  Simeon,  j.p.,  13,  160 
Hinsdale.  Hosea.  capt..  21 
Hitchcock.  Rufus,  j.p.,  13,  160 
Hitchcock,  Samuel  J.,  bond  of,  132;  ens., 

85 
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Hoadley,  George,  col.,  100;  It.  col.  cmdt., 

20 
Hodges,  Erastus,  j.p.,  17,  163 
Holabird,  John,  j.p.,  17,  163;  rep.  Canaan, 

81;voteinH.R.,  147 
Holbrook,  John,  to  form  manufacturing 

co.,  193-94;  j.p.,  16,  162 
Holcomb,  Benajah  2d,  rep.  Granby,  150 
Holcomb,  Hezekiah,  j.p.,  12,  159 
Holcomb,  Jesse  P.,  It.  col.,  99 
Holcomb,  Joel,  rep.  Granby,  2 
Holister,  Asahel,  ens.,  87 
Holkins,  Joel,  j.p.,  12,  159 
Holland,  John  S.,  estate  of,  295 
Holland,  Nancy,  alien  to  hold  prop.,  295- 

96 
Hollister,  Appleton,  prop,  is  boundary,  74, 

120 
Hollister,  Gideon,  rep.  Coventry,  152,  238 
Hollister,  Wadsworth,  cornet,  176 
Holly,  John  M,  j.p.,  17,  163 
Holmes,  Bartlet,  It.,  248 
Holmes,  Ebenezer,  j.p.,  18,  164 
Holmes,  Eliphalet,  comt.  to  thank  J.C. 

Smith,  188;  comt.  on  tpk.,  276;  j.p., 

164;  j.p.  and  quorum,   11;  rep.  East 

Haddam,  82,  152;  vote  in  H.R.,  148 
Holmes,  Uriel,  biog.,  84n;  elected  U.S. 

congressman,  84;  j.p.,  162;  j.p.  and 

quorum,  1 1 ;  nom.  U.S.  congressman,  7 
Holt,  Eleazer,  j.p.,  17,  163 
Holt,  Jeremiah,  maj.,  165 
Hooker,  Bryan,  j.p.,  12,  159;  rep.  Bristol, 

149 
Hooker,  Roger,  j.p.,  12,  159 
Hooker,  Samuel  F.,  guardian  to  sell  prop., 

66 
Hopkins,  Uriah,  rep.  Harwinton,  81,  151, 

238;voteinH.R.,  147 
Horse  Stealing,  conviction  for,  298 
Hosford  (Horsford),  Amos,  j.p.,  12,  159 
Hosford,  Benjamin,  eccl.  soc.  member- 
ship, 198 
Hosmer,  James  B.,  to  form  Conn.  Asylum, 

27 
Hosmer,  Stephen  Titus,  apptd.  superior 

court  judge,  8,  155 
Hotchkiss,  Curtis,  ens.,  91 
Hotchkiss,  Elizur,  Jr.,  4th  It.,  253 
Hotchkiss,  Ezekiel,  1st  It.,  85;  capt.,  256 


Hotchkiss,  Frederick,  j.p.,  13,  160 

Hotchkiss,  Gideon  M.,  capt.,  91;  It.,  91 

Hotchkiss,  Heman,  to  form  tpk.  co.,  279 

Hotchkiss,  Orrin,  ens.,  249 

Hotchkiss,  William  S.,  trustee,  51 

Hough,  Guy,  capt.,  90 

Hough,  John,  duties  received  by,  61;  j.p., 
14 

Hough,  Samuel,  to  fort  tpk.  co.,  42 

Hough,  Thomas,  ens.,  175 

Houndsfield,  N.Y.,  inhabitants  of,  66 

Housatonic  River,  bridges  on,  47^8,  48n, 
222,  274-75,  274n;  fisheries  in,  109, 
109n 

House,  Elijah,  j.p.,  18,  164 

House,  Simon,  comt.  on  taxation,  190 

House  of  Representatives  (Conn.),  and  ap- 
pointment of  j.p. s,  xxiii,  xxxvi-xxxvii; 
attendance  lists,  2-5,  79-82,  149-52, 
235-39;  debates  in,  iii-iv,  xxvii,  xxxv- 
xxxix,  xxxvii(n),  xli-xlii,  xlvii-il, 
140n,  140-48,  179n,  180n,  185n,257n, 
259n,  265n,  267n,  271n,  278-79n, 
299n,  301-26;  and  election  laws,  xliii; 
and  judicial  reorganization,  xlii;  party 
strength  in,  xvii,  xxii,  xxiv,  xxx-xxxi, 
xlv,  2n,  79n,  149n,  235n;  reformers 
take  control  of,  xi,  xxxiv;  votes  in, 
xxvii,  152n,  239n,  322-23,  325,  326. 
See  also  Clerks,  H.R.;  General  Assem- 
bly; Representatives  (Conn.);  Speaker, 
H.R. 

House  of  Representatives  (U.S.),  O. 
Wolcott  reports  to,  229,  229n.  See  also 
Congress  (U.S.);  Representatives 
(U.S.). 

Hovey,  Dudley,  rep.  Windham,  4 

Howard,  Blake  Ely,  minor,  201 

Howard,  D wight  Dimock,  minor,  201 

Howard,  Freeman,  It.,  87 

Howard,  George  Austin,  minor,  201 

Howard,  John  C,  1st  It.,  251 

Howard,  Melinda  Maria,  minor,  201 

Howard,  Nathan,  j.p.,  18,  164;  rep.  Ash- 
ford,  4,  81,  237;  vote  in  H.R.,  148 

Howard,  Stephen,  estate  of,  201 

Howe,  Edward,  minor,  68 

Howe,  Elisha,  j.p.,  16,  162 

Howe  (How),  Isaac,  rep.  Greenwich,  3,  81; 
vote  in  H.R.,  148 
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Howe,  Naomi,  incompetent,  77 

Hoyt,  Benjamin,  Jr.,  j.p.,  14,  161 

How.  Comfort,  j. p.,  14,  162,271 

Hoyt,  Darius,  ens.,  172 

Hubbard,  David  E.,  j.p.,  159 

Hubbard,  Elijah,  apptd.  U.S.  presidential 

elector,  84;  j.p.,  18,  163 
Hubbard,  George,  rep.  Stonington,  237 
Hubbard,  Jacob,  ens.,  23;  It.,  256 
Hubbard,  John,  j.p.,  13,  160 
Hubbard.  Nehemiah,  j.p.,  18,  163;  prop,  is 

boundary,  203 
Hubbard,  Richard,  It.,  87 
Hubbard,  Sylvester,  It.,  169 
Hubbard,  Thomas,  comt.  to  accompany  O. 

Wolcott,  189;  to  count  votes,  153;  rep. 

Pomfret,  151 
Hubbard,  Thomas,  2nd  It.,  252 
Hubbel,  Abijah,  ens.,  88 
Hubbell,  Ezekiel,j.p.,  15 
Hubbell,  Ezra,  estate  of,  134 
Hubbell,  Joseph,  prop,  is  boundary,  294 
Hubbell.  William  D.,  minor,  134 
Hubble,  Levi,  j.p.,  15 
Hudson,  Barzillai,  to  form  Conn.  Asylum, 

28 
Hudson,  Barzillai.  Jr.,  to  form  Conn. 

Asylum,  28 
Hudson.  Henry,  to  form  Conn.  Asylum,  27; 

to  form  Conn.  Bible  Soc,  56,  57 
Hudson,  N.Y.,  inhabitants  of,  68 
Huggins,  Henry,  cornet,  20 
Hull,  Isaac,  biog.,  265n;  honors  to,  265 
Hull,  John,  rep.  Fairfield,  3,  80;  vote  in 

H.R.,  148 
Hull,  Nathan,  j.p.,  18,  164 
Humphrey,  Asahel,  fees  as  tax  collector, 

210 
Humphrey,  Asher,  tpk.  co.  agent,  45 
Humphrey  (Humphreys),  Campbell,  j.p., 

12,  159 
Humphrey,  Chauncey,  bond  of,  210-1 1 
Humphrey,  Decius,  capt.,  25 
Humphrey,  Giles,  rep.  Burlington,  2 
Humphrey  (Humphreys),  James,  j.p.,  12, 

159;  rep.  Canton.  2 
Humphrey  (Humphreys),  Philander,  j.p., 

12,  159;  rep.  Hartland,  2 
Humphreys,  John,  j.p.,   13,   160;  rep. 

(anion,  236 


Humphreys,  John,  Jr.,  j.p.,  13,  160;  rep. 

Derby,  2,  236 
Humphreysville,  bridges  in,  217 
Humphry,  Arnold  P.,  col.,  99 
Hunderson,  Gurdon,  convservator  to  sell 

prop.,  70-71 
Hunt,  Aaron,  Methodist  trustee,  1 14 
Hunt,  Amos,  It.  col.  cmdt.,  165 
Hunt,  Ebenezer,  ens.,  175 
Huntington,  Andrew,  j.p.,  13,  161 
Huntington,  Charles  P.,  j.p.,  14,  160;  to 

form  bridge  co.,  46 
Huntington,  Daniel,  rep.  Griswold,  150 
Huntington,  Ebenezer,  biog.,  153n;  elected 

U.S.  rep.,  153n;  nom.  U.S.  Congress- 
man, 7 
Huntington,  Enoch,  and  trial  of  P.  Lung,  77 
Huntington,  Erastus,  j.p.,  13,  160 
Huntington,  Henry,  capt.,  243;  ens.,  86;  It., 

167 
Huntington,  Jabez,  j.p.,  13,  160 
Huntington,  Jabez  W.,  j.p.,  163 
Huntington,  Jedediah,  j.p.,  14 
Huntington,  Jonathan,  Jr.,  j.p.,  18,  163 
Huntington,  Joshua,  town  agent,  46n 
Huntington,  Roger,  comt.  on  election  law, 

264n;  to  count  votes,  5,   153;  rep. 

Norwich,  3,  80,  150;  vote  in  H.R.,  148 
Huntington,  Samuel,  It.,  25 
Huntington,  Selden,  capt.,  168 
Huntington,  town  of,  prop,  in,  292;  rep.,  3, 

81,  151,237 
Huntington,  Zachariah,  j.p.,  13,  161 
Hurd,  Benjamin,  rep.  Chatham,  152,  238 
Hurd,  Benjamin,  rep.  Killingworth,  238 
Hurd,  Jesse,  Jr.,  ens.,  248 
Hurlbut  (Hurlbutt),  Ralph,  j.p.,  14,  161; 

Methodist  trustee,  114;  probate  judge, 

9,  156 
Hurlbut,  Samuel,  j.p.,  17,  163 
Husted  (Huested),  Conklin,  cornet,  96;  3rd 

It.,  177 
Hutchins,  Ezra,  j.p.,  16,  162 
Hutchins,  Joseph,  ens.,  178 
Hutchins,  Shubael,  rep.  Killingly,  237 
Hutchinson,  Elisha,  j.p.,  162 
Hyde,  Alfred,  1st  It.,  251 
Hyde,  Festus,  It.,  167 
Hyde,  Robert,  j.p.,  18,  164 
Hyde,  Roswell,  ens.,  167 
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Imlay,  William  H.,  to  form  Conn.  Asylum, 
27 

Incest,  laws  on,  32-33,  32n 

Incompetents,  prop,  of,  1,  70-71,  77-78, 
133-34,  135,208-9,294-95 

India,  mission  students  from,  213n 

Indians  (American),  Assembly's  powers 
over,  222n;  Golden  Hill,  288,  288n;  in 
Milford,  270-71,  270n;  as  mission  stu- 
dents, 213n;  Mohegans,  222,  222n; 
prop,  of,  118 

Infantry.  See  Militia. 

Ingalls  (Ingals),  Lemuel,  comt.  on  election 
law,  264n;  comt.  to  thank  J.C.  Smith, 
188;  to  form  manufacturing  co.,  193; 
j.p.  and  quorum,  158;  rep.  Pomfret,  81, 
151;voteinH.R.,  147 

Ingersoll  (Ingersol),  Jonathan,  apptd.  U.S. 
presidential  elector,  84;  biog.,  In;  com- 
munication from,  189n;  elected  It.  gov., 
xxii,  xxx,  In,  6,  8n,  154;  It.  gov.,  1,  79, 
149,  235;  nom.  It.  gov.,  xxi,  xxix;  and 
reform  movement,  xx;  salary,  76,  139, 
224,  298;  sworn,  6,  187;  votes  for,  In, 
153n.  See  also  Lieutenant  Governor. 

Ingersoll,  Ralph  I.,  trustee,  53 

Ingham,  William  2d,  maj.,  165 

Ingolls  (Ingols),  Lemuel,  j.p.  and  quorum, 
11;  j.p.,  16 

Ingraham,  Joseph,  It.,  248 

Innoculation.  See  Smallpox. 

Insolvency,  act  on,  33,  33n;  Assembly's 
power  over,  xxiii,  1;  contd.,  75-76, 
139;  granted,  49-54,  123-25;  insolvent 
estates,  106-107,  187 

Inspection,  inspectors,  of  onions,  261, 
261n;  of  provisions,  35-36,  35n,  112, 
112n,  257-58,  257n 

Institut  Royal  des  Sourds-Muets  (Paris), 
and  Conn.  Asylum,  27n 

Ireland,  inhabitants  of,  212,  295 

Isaacs,  Benjamin,  to  count  votes,  5;  j.p., 
161;  rep.  Norwalk,  3,  81,  151;  vote  in 
H.R.,  148 

Isham,  Jirah,  apptd.  U.S.  presidential  elec- 
tor, 84;  j.p.,  13,  160;  maj.  gen.,  19 

Isham,  John,  ens.,  250 

Isham,  John,  j.p.,  14,  161 

Isham,  John,  Jr.,  j.p.,  161;  rep.  Colchester, 
80,  236;  vote  in  H.R.,  148 


Ives,  Ambrose,  j.p.,  160;  rep.  Wolcott,  3, 

80,  150;voteinH.R.,  148 
Ives,  Chauncey,  2nd  It.,  255 
Ives,  Elam,  j.p.,  13,  160 
Ives,  Enos,  j.p.,  12, 159;  rep.  Bristol,  2,  79, 

235;voteinH.R.,  147 
Ives,  George,  1st  It.,  177;  2nd  It.,  23 
Ives,  Othniel,  rep.  Meriden,  236 
Ives,  Watrous,  cornet,  252 

Jackson,  Andrew,  and  U.S.  bank,  29n;  vic- 
tory at  New  Orleans,  xviii 

Jackson,  David,  It.  col.  cmdt.,  165 

Jacksonian  movement,  young  Republicans 
and,  xix(n) 

Jacobs,  John,  Jr.,  j.p.,  16,  162;  rep.  Thomp- 
son, 151,238 

Jails,  acts  on,  xxiii,  30-31,  30n,  263-64, 
263n;  commitment  to,  103-4;  in 
Fairfield  County,  297;  in  Hartford 
County,  298;  in  New  Haven  County, 
289;  in  New  London  County,  182-83, 
182n,  263-64,  263n 

James,  Ralph,  ens.,  255 

Jefferson,  Thomas,  U.S.  president,  admin- 
istration of,  xvii,  239n;  on  church  and 
state,  xvi-xvii;  as  Republican  leader, 
xii 

Jefferson  County,  N.Y.,  inhabitants  of,  66 

Jeffersonians.  See  Republicans. 

Jencks  (Jenks),  Charles,  j.p.,  12,  159 

Jenner,  Edward,  and  smallpox  vaccination, 
269n 

Jennings,  Asahel,  prop,  is  boundary,  294 

Jennings,  Ephraim,  ens.,  86 

Jessup,  Edward,  servant  of,  297n 

Jessup,  Esther,  pet.  on  prisoner,  297,  297n 

Jewet,  Alpheus,  Methodist  trustee,  114 

Jewett  (Jewitt),  George  W.,  col.,  100;  j.p., 
18,  164;  It.  col.  cmdt.,  19 

Jim,  servant,  bound  to  hard  labor,  297 

Johnson,  Amos,  j.p.,  160;  rep.  Southbury, 
236 

Johnson,  Daniel,  rep.  Salisbury,  152,  238 

Johnson,  Deborah,  minor,  290 

Johnson,  Ebenezer,  rep.  Lebanon,  4,  81; 
vote  in  H.R.,  148 

Johnson,  Elijah,  rep.  Stafford,  82,  152; 
vote  in  H.R.,  148 

Johnson,  Jared,  ens.,  242 
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Johnson,  John,  Jr.,  capt.,  173 

Johnson,  Nathan,  col.,  100;  j.p.,  164;  It. 
COl.  cmdt,  19;  rep.  Stafford,  82,  152; 
vote  in  U.K..  148 

Johnson,  Oliver,  j.p.,  14,  161 

Johnson,  Phineas  (Phinehas),  rep.  Berlin, 
2, 79;  vote  in  H.R.,  147 

Johnson,  Robert,  capt.,  86 

Johnson,  Samuel  William,  apptd.  U.S. 
presidential  elector,  84;  asst.,  2,  79, 
149,  235;  common  pleas  judge,  155; 
comt.  on  election  law,  264n;  to  count 
votes,  5,  8,  153;  elected  asst.,  xxxi,  6, 
154;  fails  at  re-nomination,  xlv;  nom. 
asst.,  xxiv,  83;  probate  judge,  10,  157; 
sworn,  7,  188 

Johnson,  William  R.,  It.,  170 

Johnston,  James,  debt  to  school  fund,  288 

Johnston,  Robert,  prop,  transaction,  295- 
96 

Jones,  Christopher,  rep.  Suffield,  2 

Jones,  Drayton,  capt.,  250;  It.,  25 

Jones,  Erastus,  2nd  It.,  253;  3rd  It.,  22 

Jones,  Joel,  capt.,  179 

Jones,  Joel,  j.p.  and  quorum,  12,  158 

Jones,  John,  alien  to  hold  prop.,  212 

Jones,  Joseph  P.,  capt.,  241 

Jones,  Josiah,  ens.,  96;  It.,  256 

Jones,  Selleck,  prop,  is  boundary,  131 

Jones,  William,  capt.,  94 

Jones,  Zina,  ens.,  256 

Joslin,  Elias  H.,  cornet,  21;  2nd  It.,  251 

Joslin,  Silas,  ens.,  171;  It.,  245 

Joza,  Antonio,  alien  to  hold  prop.,  212 

Judah,  David,  j.p.,  14,  162,271 

Judiciary,  Judges,  expenses  of,  116,  184; 
powers  and  duties  of,  1,  26n,  319; 
reform  of,  as  political  issue,  xiii,  xx, 
xxxi,  xxxiii,  xli-xliii,  xlii(n);  O. 
Wolcott  on,  xxxiii,  xlv,  229-31.  See 
also  Court  of  Common  Pleas;  Court  of 
Probate;  Superior  Court;  Supreme 
Court  of  Errors. 

Judson,  Andrew  T.,  j.p.,  16,  162 

Judson.  Benjamin,  to  give  notice,  126 

Judson,  Charlotte  Matilda,  minor,  67-68 

Judson,  Chloe,  guardian  to  sell  prop.,  67 

Judson.  Daniel,  j.p.,  161 

Judson,  Lemuel,  j.p.,  14,  161 

Judson.  Reuben,  estate  of,  67 


Judson,  Thankful,  prop,  of,  67 

Justices  of  the  Peace,  act  on,  xxv,  101, 
lOln;  apptd.,  12-19,  85,  159-64;  and 
election  procedures,  xlvi;  controversies 
over  appointment  of,  xxiii,  xxxvi- 
xxxvii,  xxxvii-xxxix(n),  xxxix,  li; 
powers  and  duties  of,  26n,  103,  104, 
105,  106,  106n,  107,  319;  removed  in 
1804,  xiii 

Justices  of  the  Peace  and  Quorum,  apptd., 
10-12,  157-59 

Kasson  (Casson),  George  D.,  j.p.,  17,  163 

Kasson,  John  S.,  3rd  It.,  95 

Keeler,  Daniel,  It.,  89 

Keeler,  Joseph,  capt.,  93 

Keeler,  Matthew,  rep.  Ridgefield,  237 

Keeler,  Nehemiah,  Jr.,  capt.,  176 

Keeler,  Timothy,  j.p.,   15,   161;  rep. 

Ridgefield,  3,  81;  vote  in  H.R.,  147 
Keene,  N.H.,  inhabitants  of,  291 
Keigwin,  Daniel,  guardian  to  sell  minors' 

prop.,  207;  rep.  Voluntown,  81,  151; 

vote  in  H.R.,  148 
Kellogg  (Kellog),  Martin,  Jr.,  brig,  gen., 

164;  col.,  97;  j.p.,  12,  159; 
Kellogg,  Oliver,  j.p.,  17,  163;  rep.  Sharon, 

4,  152,  238 
Kellogg  (Kellog),  Thomas  W.,  j.p.,  19, 164 
Kelly,  William,  It.,  90 
Kelsey,  David,  comt.  on  election  law,  264n; 

rep.  Killingworth,  5,  82,  152;  vote  in 

H.R.,  148 
Kelsey,  Samuel,  1st  It.,  21;  capt.,  254 
Kendall,  Bildad,  prop,  is  boundary,  221, 

299 
Kent,  town  of,  bridges  in,  47-48, 48n;  rep., 

4,81,  151,238 
Kenyon,  Joseph  D.,  ens.,  86 
Kenyon  (Kinyon),  Philip,  rep.  Plainfield, 

81,237;voteinH.R.,  148 
Keyes,  Amasa,  j.p.,  12,  159 
Keys  Brook  (Killingly),  fishery  in,  262-63 
Kibbe,  Amariah,  Jr.,  col.,  99 
Kibbee,  Calvin,  ens.,  174 
Killingly,  town  of,  fisheries  in,  262-63;  in- 
habitants of,  51,  136;  rep.,  4,  81,  151, 

237 
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Killingworth,  town  of,  inhabitants  of,  130; 
rep.,  5, 82,  152, 238;  tpks.  in,  122, 219- 
20 

Killingworth  and  Haddam  Tpk.  Co.,  route., 
tpk.  to,  42,  220 

Kimball,  Barton  (Baxton?)  D.,  It.,  173; 
ens.,  90 

Kimball,  Nathaniel,  rep.  Preston,  3;  to 
form  bridge  co.,  46 

Kimber,  Emmor,  publication  by,  191, 191  n 

Kimberly,  Dennis,  capt.,  242;  ens.,  166 

King,  Alpheus,  prop,  is  boundary,  294 

King,  Francis,  minor,  68 

King,  Horace,  rep.  Suffield,  2 

King,  Jabez,  It.  col.,  99 

King,  James,  prop,  is  boundary,  294 

King,  John,  estate  of,  68 

King,  Joshua,  rep.  Ridgefield,  3 

King,  Lemuel,  rep.  Vernon,  239 

King,  Mary,  minor,  68 

King,  Mary  Anne,  minor,  291 

King,  Oliver,  j.p.  and  quorum,  12,  158 

King,  Oliver  H.,  It.,  90 

King,  Ransom  J.,  minor,  68 

King,  Reuben  J.,  guardian,  68 

King,  Rufus,  Federalist  presidential  candi- 
date, 84n 

King,  Samuel,  estate  of,  68;  prop,  is  bound- 
ary, 294 

King,  Samuel,  minor,  68 

King,  Samuel,  to  sell  minor's  prop.,  68 

King,  Sarah  Kellogg,  minor,  291 

King,  Seth,  estate  of,  291 

King,  Susan,  minor,  68 

King,  Susannah,  guardian,  68 

King,  Thomas  Forbes,  minor,  291 

Kingsbury,  Andrew,  and  agricultural  soc, 
282n;  elected  treasurer,  xxx,  6,  154; 
j.p.,  12,  159;  salary,  76,  139,  224,  299; 
sworn,  188;  as  treasurer,  xxxviii;  votes 
for,  153n.  See  also  Treasurer  (State). 

Kingsbury, ,  prop,  is  boundary,  69 

Kingsbury,  Jabez,  j.p.,  18,  164 

Kingsbury,  Jacob,  j.p.,  14,  161 

Kingsbury,  John,  j.p.  and  quorum,  10,  157; 
probate  judge,  10,  157 

Kingsley,  Jason  W.,  2nd  It.,  253;  3rd  It.,  95 

Kinney,  Charles,  cornet,  253 

Kinney,  George,  capt.,  95 


Kinyon,  John  H.,  to  form  manufacturing 

co.,  195-96 
Kinyon,  Pardon,  to  form  manufacturing 

co.,  195-96 
Kinyon.  See  also  Kenyon. 
Kirtland,  Asa,  payment  to,  61 
Kirtland,  Daniel,  payment  to,  61 
Kirtland,  John,  payment  to,  61 
Knapp,  Benjamin,  prop,  is  boundary,  208 
Knapp,  Comfort  S.,  prop,  is  boundary,  208 
Knapp,  James,  prop,  is  boundary,  208 
Knapp,  John,  It.,  245 
Knapp,  Robert,  capt.,  86 
Knapp,  Seymour,  It.  col.,  241 
Knapp,  William,  j.p.,  14,  161 
Knight,  Jonathan,  j.p.,  14 

Lacy,  Jessy,  1st  It.,  95 

Lacy  (Lacey),  Noah  A.,  rep.  Brookfield,  3, 

151 
Ladd,  Uriah,  ens.,  248 
Lamb,  Chester,  It.,  173 
Lamb,  Henry  F.,  It.  col.  cmdt.,  166;  maj., 

100;  rep.  Preston,  80, 150;  vote  in  H.R., 

148 
Lambert,  Nehemiah,  j.p.,  163;  rep.  Bethle- 
hem, 238 
Landon,  David,  and  school  fund,  38 
Landon,  Nathaniel  R.,  ens.,  245 
Landon,  Seth,  j.p.,  17,  162 
Lane,  Dan,  j.p.,  18,  164 
Lane,  David,  j.p.,  14,  161 
Langdon,  Jabez,  j.p.,  159 
Lanman,  James,  on  alien  property  holding, 

299n;  biog.,  239n;  clerk,  H.R.,  239; 

j.p.,  13,  160;  nom.  asst.,  240;  rep. 

Norwich,  236;  in  stand-up  law  debate, 

xlviii,  311-12,  320;  votes  for,  239n 
Lansingburgh,  N.Y.,  inhabitants  of,  291 
Larned.  See  Learned. 
Larobee  (Lorabee),  John,  estate  of,  133 
Latham,  Isaac,  ens.,  248 
Latham,  Jasper,  ens.,  244 
Lathrop,  Ezra,  j.p.,  161;  rep.  Norwich,  150 
Lathrop,  Charles,  duties  received  by,  61; 

j.p.,  16 
Lathrop,  John,  capt.,  254 
Lathrop,  Seth,  j.p.,  14,  161;  pet.  for  tpk., 

75,  122,218,278 
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Latimer  (Latimore),  Wait,  rep.  Simsbury, 

80, 236;  vote  in  H.R.,  148 
I  ainmcr.  Edward,  eccl.  soc.  comt.,  284 
I  iw,  Jonathan,  to  form  Conn.  Asylum,  28 
Law,  Lyman,  j. p.,  13,  160;  nom.  U.S.  con- 
gressman, 7 
I.au  Library  Co.,  inc.,  283-84,  283n 
Lawrence.  Daniel,  discharged  prisoner, 

297 
Lay,  Jonathan,  j. p.,  18,  164;  probate  judge, 

10,  156 
Learned,  Ebenezer,  j.p.,  13,  160 
Learned  (Larned),  George,  j.p.,  16,  162; 

rep.  Thompson,  151 
Learned  (Larned),  Thaddeus,  j.p.,  16,  162; 

j.p.  and  quorum.  1 1 
Leavens,  Andrew,  rep.  Killingly,  237 
Leavitt,  Samuel,  rep.  Washington,  4,  82; 

vote  in  H.R.,  147 
Leavitt,  Sheldon  C,  to  count  votes,  153; 

j.p.,  163;  rep.  Bethlehem,  151 
Lebanon,  town  of,  inhabitants  of,  144;  list- 
ers in,  41;  rep.,  4,  81,  151,237 
Ledyard,  Ebenezer,  estate  of,  133 
Ledyard,  Henry  G.,  incompetent,  133 
Lee,  Brewster,  capt.,  173 
Lee,  Orren,  rep.  Granby,  150 
Lee,  Samuel,  j.p.,  17,  163 
Lee,  Thomas,  rep.  New  Hartford,  4,  81; 

vote  in  H.R.,  147 
Leffingwell,  John,  note  of,  72 
Leffingwell,  William,  prop,  is  boundary, 

294 
Legislature,  Legislative  Power,  in  Conn.'s 

pre— 1 8 1 8  const.,  xii,  xiii,  xx,  xxx, 

xxxvii,  xli.  See  also  General  Assembly. 
Lepard,  William,  2nd  It.,  93 
Lester,  Christopher,  j.p.,  14,  161 
Lester,  Elijah,  j.p.,  14,  161 
Lester,  John,  capt.,  21;  j.p.,  16,  162;  rep. 

Plainfield,  4,  151 
Lester,  Sessions,  lottery  manager,  58;  rep. 

Plainfield,  237 
Lewis.  Edward,  ens.,  96 
Lewis,  Edwin  F.,  2nd  It.,  20 
Lewis.  Stephen  J.,  discharged  prisoner,  137 
licenses,  tor  sale  of  liquor,  299n 
lieutenant  Governor,  elected,  xxii,  xxx,  6, 

8n,  153-54;  present,  1,  79,  149,  235; 

prohibited  from  serving  on  high  courts. 


xli;  salary,  76,  139,  224,  298;  votes  for, 
In,  153n;  sworn,  6,  187.  See  also 
Ingersoll,  Jonathan. 

Lillibridge,  David,  prop,  is  boundary,  201 

Lillibridge,  David,  Jr.,  prop,  is  boundary, 
201 

Lincoln,  Stowell,  1st  It.,  24;  capt.,  94 

Lines,  Eben,  prop,  is  boundary,  295 

Linsley,  Ebenezer,  Jr.,  j.p.,  160 

Linsley,  John,  prop,  of,  67 

Linsley,  Josiah  J.,  to  count  votes,  5;  j.p.,  13, 
160;  rep.  Branford,  2,  80;  vote  in  H.R., 
147 

Linsley,  Russel,  cornet,  252 

Linsley,  William,  prop,  is  boundary,  203 

Liquor,  unsuccessful  bill  on,  299n 

Lisbon,  town  of,  rep.,  3,  80,  150,  237 

Lister,  Edward,  alien  to  hold  prop.,  135 

Listers,  Assessment  Lists,  acts  on,  xxv, 
106,  106n,  186,  186n;  in  Canaan,  41;  in 
Goshen,  4 1 ;  in  Granby,  4 1 ;  in  Hartland, 
272;  in  Lebanon,  41;  in  Litchfield,  272; 
in  Lyme,  41 ;  in  Montville,  288;  in  New 
Fairfield,  41-42;  in  Newtown,  116;  in 
Roxbury,  189;  in  Sherman,  42;  in 
Union,  272-73;  in  Waterford,  42;  in 
Watertown,  223-24.  See  also  Taxation 
and  Assessment. 

Litchfield,  county  of,  agricultural  soc.  in, 
xlvi;  common  pleas  court  in,  71,  209; 
common  pleas  judge  apptd.,  8,  155;  j.p. 
and  quorum  apptd.,  11,  158,  240;  j.p. 
apptd.,  17-18,  85,  115-16,  162-63; 
merchants  in,  77n;  Milton  eccl.  soc.  in, 
285-86;  superior  court  in,  72 

Litchfield,  probate  district  of,  judge  apptd., 
9,  156;  proceedings  in,  209,  290 

Litchfield,  town  of,  bank  in,  182,  182n;  in- 
habitants of,  84n,  124,  135,  189n; 
listers  in,  272;  rep.,  4,  81,  151,  238; 
tpks.  to,  220,  300 

Litchfield  law  school,  students  at,  xxi,  8n, 
82n,  153n 

Literature  and  Religion,  acts  on,  xxvi- 
xxviii,  113-15,  113n,  140-48,  180-81, 
180n;  proceedings  under  act,  272, 
272n,  284-87,  285n.  See  also  Ecclesi- 
astical System;  Religion. 

Little,  George,  ens.,  175 

Little,  Norman,  capt.,  175 


INDEX  TO  VOLUME  XVIII 


365 


Little,  Samuel,  j.p.,  16,  162 

Lloyd,  Thomas,  to  form  Conn.  Asylum,  27 

Lockwood,  Enos,  rep.  Greenwich,  3,  81, 

151,  237;  vote  in  H.R.,  148 
Lockwood,  Isaac,  Jr.,  rep.  Stamford,  81; 

vote  in  H.R.,  148 
Lockwood,  Lambert,  j.p.,  15,  161 
Long  Island  Sound,  survey  of,  267,  267n; 

in  War  of  1812,61 
Loomis,  Elam,  1st  It.,  176;  2nd  It.,  20 
Loomis,  George,  It.,  175 
Loomis,  Jacob,  j.p.,  14,  161 
Loomis,  Jacob  M.  C.,  cornet,  176 
Loomis,  James,  col.,  97 
Loomis,  Luke,  j.p.,  17,  163 
Loomis,  Reuben,  It.,  25 
Loomis,  Timothy,  ens.,  247 
Loomis,  Warren,  capt.,  25 
Lorabee  (Larobee),  Buonaparte,  minor, 

133 
Lorabee  (Larobee),  Josephine,  minor,  133 
Lord,  Daniel,  j.p.,  18,  164 
Lord,  Erastus,  capt.,  172 
Lord,  James,  rep.  Griswold,  80;  vote  in 

H.R.,  147 
Lord,  Martin,  j.p.,  18,  164 
Lord,  Ralph,  ens.,  174;  It.,  249 
Lord,  William,  j.p.,  14,  161 
Lotteries,  in  Plainfield,  57-58,  58n,  132n; 

for  public  vaccination,  269n;  in 

Stonington,  58-59,  58n. 
Lottery  Bridge.  See  Bridgeport  Bridge  Co. 
Lum,  Bennet,  ens.,  86 
Lum,  Reuben,  rep.  Derby,  80;  vote  in  H.R., 

147 
Lung,  Peter,  trial  of,  xx,  40,  40n,  77 
Lusk,  Levi,  maj.,  97;  rep.  Wethersfield, 

150 
Lyman,  Benjamin,  rep.  Columbia,  4,  81 
Lyman,  Benjamin,  rep.  East  Hartford,  2, 

79,  149,  236;  vote  in  H.R.,  147 
Lyman,  Joseph,  prop,  is  boundary,  74,  120 
Lyman,  Luke  C,  It.,  256 
Lyman,  Martin,  ens.,  175 
Lyman,  Moses,  Jr.,  j.p.,  163;  j.p.  and 

quorum,  1 1 
Lyme,  town  of,  inhabitants  of,  200;  listers 

in,  41;  prop,  in,  201;  rep.,  3,  80,  150, 

237 
Lynde,  William,  j.p.,  164 


Lynus,  Daniel,  ens.,  176 

Lyon,  Andrew,  rep.  Weston,  81;  vote  in 

H.R.,  148 
Lyon,  Benjamin  W.,  ens.,  88 
Lyon,  James,  ens.,  24 
Lyon,  John,  2nd  It.,  93 
Lyon,  Judah,  capt.,  176;  rep.  Woodstock, 

81,  151;voteinH.R.,  147 
Lyon,  William,  Methodist  trustee,  1 14 

McChain.  See  McLean. 

McClellan  (McLellan),  John,  j.p.,  16,  162; 
rep.  Woodstock,  238;  in  stand-up  law 
debate,  xlviii,  301,  304-5,  307-8,  310, 
320,  322,  325 

McCurdy,  Richard,  j.p.,  14,  161 

McEwen,  Abel,  biog.,  188n;  delivers  elec- 
tion sermon,  188,  188n 

McEwen  (McEwin),  Charles,  j.p.,  15,  161 

McKinney,  David,  to  form  Conn.  Asylum, 
27 

McLean  (McChain),  Alexander,  j.p.,  12, 
159 

McLean,  Francis,  rep.  Vernon,  82,  152; 
vote  in  H.R.,  148 

McLoughlin,  William,  on  eccl.  system,  xv, 
xxvii-xxviii 

McMahon,  Constantine,  rep.  Washington, 
238 

McMahon,  John,  maj.,  166 

McNary,  George,  capt.,  94 

McNutt,  Robert,  alien  to  hold  prop.,  136 

Madison,  James,  U.S.  president,  as  Repub- 
lican leader,  xii;  policies  of,  xvii,  xxi, 
xxxii;  and  U.S.  bank,  29n 

Madison,  N.Y.,  inhabitants  of,  69-70 

Magazine.  See  Arsenal  and  Magazine. 

Malaya,  mission  students  from,  213n 

Mallery,  Elisha  B.,  ens.,  171 

Maltby,  DeGrasse,  1st  It.,  252 

Maltby,  Stephen  E.,  ens.,  242;  It.,  242 

Manituck  (Monituck)  Mountain,  tpk.  near, 
221,300 

Mann,  Benning,  j.p.,  19,  164;  prop,  is 
boundary,  202;  rep.  Stafford,  239 

Manning,  Gamaliel,  rep.  Windham,  4 

Manning,  Henry,  2nd  It.,  94 

Mansfield,  town  of,  prop,  in,  294;  rep.,  4, 
81,  151,237 
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Manufactures.  Manufacturers,  Assembly's 
powers  over,  1-li;  promotion  of,  relief 
for,  win.  xxii,  xxv,  xxxii-xxxiii,  xxxix, 
xIm.  77n.  186,  186n,  189-90,  189n;0. 
Wblcoti  on,  xxxii-xxxiii,  228-29,  232- 
34,  See  also  Corporations  Formed. 

Manwaring,  Christopher,  comt.  on  election 
sermon,  188;  rep.  New  London,  3,  80, 
150;  vote  in  H.R.,  148 

Map  <>f  the  United  States  ...  (1816),  pub- 
lished, 191  n 

Marcy,  Edward,  ens.,  250 

Marcy,  Reuben,  rep.  Willington,  82,  152, 
239;  vote  in  H.R.,  148 

Mark,  Eunice,  prop,  of,  118 

Markham,  Nathaniel,  Jr.,  maj.,  165 

Marks.  Hezekiah,  rep.  Huntington,  237 

Marks,  William,  It.  col.,  98;  rep. 
Wallingford.  3 

Marlborough,  town  of,  rep.,  2,  80,  150, 
236;  rep.  in  debate,  xlvii 

Marlborough  Manufacturing  Co.,  shares 
of,  128-29,  129n 

Marriage,  acts  and  laws  on,  32-33,  32n, 
62-63,  63n,  138,  138n 

Marsh,  Jonathan,  rep.  New  Hartford,  238 

Marshall,  Eliakim,  to  sell  prop.,  68, 77-78 

Marshall,  John,  Federalist  vice  presidential 
candidate,  84n 

Marshall,  John  R.  to  count  votes,  153;  rep. 
Woodbury.  152 

Marshall,  Seth,  j.p.,  17,  163;  rep.  Cole- 
brook,  4 

Martin,  Ebenezer,  rep.  Mansfield,  151, 237 

Martin,  Reuben,  rep.  Woodbury,  5;  to  give 
notice,  126 

Marvin.  Barnabas,  j.p.,  14,  161 

Marvin,  Matthew,  j.p.,  15,  162;  rep. 
Wilton,  81;  vole  in  H.R.,  147 

Mashamoquet  River,  factory  on,  193n 

Mason,  Daniel,  It.,  169 

Mason,  John,  rep.  Killingly,  81,  151;  vote 
inH.R.,  147 

Mason.  Joseph  D.,  capt.,  169 

Massachusetts,  state  of,  election  proce- 
dures in,  309;  incorporates  American 
Antiquarian  Soc,  270n;  incorporates 
American  Board,  213,  213n;  judiciary 
in,  xlii.  230;  religious  establishment  in, 
xvi;  Republicans  in,  xvii;  proposed 


const,  amendments  by,  xxii,  36-37, 

37n,  192n;  prop,  in,  287;  tpk.  to,  74 
Mather,  Oliver,  j.p.,  12,  159;  rep.  Windsor, 

2,  80;  vote  in  H.R.,  148 
Mather,  William,  j.p.,  12,  159 
Matson,  Nathaniel,  j.p.,   14,   161;  rep. 

Lyme,  150 
Matson,  William,  estate  of,  200 
Matson,  William  N.,  minor,  200-1 
Matthewson,  Darius,  j.p.,  16,  162 
Mattoon,  Joel,  ens.,  257 
May,  John,  prop,  is  boundary,  77 
May,  Jonathan,  col.,  98;  guardian,  132 
Meach  (Meech),  Stephen,  j.p.,  14,  161 
Mead,  Ebenezer,  j.p.,  14,  161 
Mead,  Ebenezer,  Jr.,  col.,  98 
Mead,  Jabez,  j.p.,  14 
Mead,  Thaddeus,  j.p.,  15,  162 
Meat,  inspectors  of,  257-58,  257n 
Medical  Institution.  See  Yale  College. 
Meeker,  Benjamin,  rep.  Redding,  151 
Meeker,  Burr,  capt.,  243;  It.,  24 
Meeker,  Jonathan,  rep.  Redding,  237 
Meeker,  William,  comt.  on  tpk.,  273;  It., 

175 
Meeting  Houses,  building  and  repair  of, 

132n,  180;  in  Farmington,  59-60;  in 

Hartford,  59;  in  Millington  eccl.  soc, 

122,  218;  in  Plainfield,  59-60,  131-32; 

in  Saybrook,  220;  in  Turkey  Hills,  300; 

in  Waterford,  62;  in  Woodbury,  125- 

26,  125n 
Meigs,  Bazaleel  J.,  2nd  It.,  254 
Meigs,  Samuel,  It.,  97 
Meriden,  town  of,  inhabitants  of,  53,  202; 

prop,  in,  202-3;  rep.,  3,  80,  150,  236 
Merriam,  Asahel,  prop,  is  boundary,  203 
Merriam,  Asaph,  j.p.,  13,  160;  prop,  is 

boundary,  202-3 
Merrick,  Joseph  2d,  It.  col.,  99 
Merrill  (Merrils),  John,  j.p.,  17,  163;  rep. 

Barkhamsted,  4 
Merrills,  Erastus,  1st  It.,  94 
Merrills,  Jonathan,  prop,  of,  45 
Merrills,  Norman,  1st  It.,  21 
Merrills,  Silas,  discharged  prisoner,  72 
Merriman,  Caleb,  j.p.,  12 
Merriman,  Charles,  j.p.,  17,  163 
Merrit,  Freeman,  ens.,  250 
Merwin,  Abel,  j.p.,  17,  163 
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Merwin,  Job,  j.p.,  18 

Merwin,  Levi,  prop,  is  boundary,  201 

Merwin,  Nathan  2d,  capt.,  22 

Merwin,  Orange,  comt.  on  bridges,  48;  rep. 
New  Milford,  81,  152,  238;  in  stand-up 
law  debate,  303;  vote  in  H.R.,  148 

Merwin,  Philo,  prop,  is  boundary,  201 

Merwin,  Uri,  capt.,  247;  ens.,  89 

Metcalf,  EliphaletJ.p.,  16,  162 

Metcalf,  Jabez,  2nd  It.,  176;  cornet,  20 

Methodists,  Methodist  Church,  appropria- 
tion for,  xxvi-xxviii,  114;  on  church 
and  state,  xv,  xl,  140, 143, 179n;  growth 
of,  in  18th  century,  xiv;  members  of, 
xxvii;  in  reform  coalition,  xix 

Middlebrook  (Middlebrooks),  Stephen, 
j.p.,  15,  162 

Middlebury.  eccl.  soc.  of,  members  of,  284 

Middlebury,  town  of,  inhabitants  of,  284; 
rep.,  3,  80,  150,  236 

Middlesex,  county  of,  common  pleas  court 
in,  42;  common  pleas  judge  apptd.,  8, 
155;  j.p.  and  quorum  apptd.,  11-12, 
158,  240;  j.p.  apptd.,  18,  163-64;  supe- 
rior court  in,  xx;  tax  assessment  in,  227 

Middlesex  Gazette  (Middletown),  to  print 
notice,  218,220,  275,281 

Middleton,  George,  eccl.  soc.  agent,  131; 
lottery  manager,  58 

Middletown,  probate  district  of,  judge 
apptd.,  9,  156;  proceedings  in,  207 

Middletown,  town  and  city  of,  ferries  in, 
102,  102n;  inhabitants  of,  49,  144,  203; 
newspaper  to  print  notice,  50,  75,  137; 
prop,  in  203-4,  206-7;  rep.,  5,  82,  152, 
238;  schools  in,  216;  Union  Co.  in,  li, 
224 

Miflinburgh,  Penn.,  inhabitants  of,  133 

Miles,  John,  rep.  Cheshire,  236 

Milford,  town  of,  Indian  lands  in,  270, 
270n;  inhabitants  of,  67, 139, 212;  rep., 
3,80,  150,236 

Militia,  acts,  resolutions  on,  xxiii,  xxv, 
xliii.  34,  34n,  38-39,  40,  61-62,  76, 
110-12,  HOn,  118,  118n,  120,  120n, 
183,  183n,  191,  191n,  192,  193,  223, 
223n,  266-67,  267n;  acts  to  be  printed, 
39,  40;  controveries  over  appointments 
to,  li;  courts  martial  in,  110,  111,  183, 
183n;  exemptions  in,  120,  120n,  180, 


186,  192,  193,  199,  272-73;  fines  and 
penalties  in,  110-11,  118,  118n,  120, 
183;  officers  apptd.,  established,  19- 
25,  40,  85-101,  164-79,  240-57;  Re- 
publicans on,  xxi,  1  lOn;  J.C.  Smith  on, 
xxii,  xxv,  1  lOn;  in  War  of  1812,  xviii, 
61-62.  See  also  Adjutant  General;  Ar- 
tillery; Arsenal  and  Magazine;  Bands 
(Military);  Cavalry;  Commander  in 
Chief;  Quartermaster  General;  Rifle 
Corps. 

Militia  Laws  of  the  State  of  Connecticut 
(1816),  printed,  40n 

Mill  River,  bridge  on,  280;  land  near,  64 

Miller,  Asher,  asst.,  2,  79,  149;  common 
pleas  judge,  8,  155;  comt.  on  election, 
84;  elected  asst.,  6;  former  asst.,  153n; 
j.p.,  163;  probate  judge,  9,  156;  sworn, 
7;  to  count  votes,  5,  153,  154 

Miller,  Horace,  ens.,  167 

Miller.  Joseph,  j.p.,  17,  163 

Millington,  eccl.  soc.  of,  tpk.  in,  122,  218 

Mills,  Charles,  minor,  291 

Mills,  Daniel,  ens.,  91 

Mills,  Elihu,  j.p.,  13,  159 

Mills,  ElishaT.,  j.p.  14 

Mills,  Isaac,  j.p.,  13;  j.p.  and  quorum,  10, 
157 

Mills,  John,  pet.  on  minors'  prop.,  291 

Mills,  Michael  F.,  j.p.,  17, 163;  pet.  on  tpk., 
44 

Mills,  Oliver,  rep.  Barkhamsted,  81,  151; 
vote  in  H.R.,  147 

Mills,  Philo,  col.,  98;  comt.  on  tpk.,  273; 
rep.  Kent,  151,238 

Mills,  Roger,  j.p.,  17,  163 

Mills,  Samuel,  ens.,  241 

Milton,  eccl.  soc.  of,  list  of,  285-86 

Miner,  John  O.,  j.p.,  14,  161 

Miner,  Matthew,  Jr.,  j.p.,  17,  163 

Miner,  Phinehas,  j.p.,  17,  163;  rep.  Win- 
chester, 4;  trustee,  124 

Miner,  Silas,  j.p.,  17,  163;  rep.  Roxbury,  4, 
152;  trustee,  123 

Ministerial  Fund,  in  East  Guilford,  127— 
28,  127n 

Ministers,  education  of,  281-82 

Ministers,  support  of.  See  Ecclesiastical 
System. 
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Minor.  Jesse,  to  give  notice,  126;  pet.  on 
meeting  house,    125;  rep.  Woodbury, 

\lmor  (Miner),  Simeon  H.,  biog.,  152n; 

clerk.  H.R..  xxxiv,  152;  j. p.,  161;  rep. 

Si. milord.  151.  237;  speech  on  stand-up 

law.  309-10 
Minor,  Simeon  or  Jesse,  in  stand-up    law 

debate,  303,  307,  3 1 3,  3 1 5,  317-18 
Minor.  Solomon,  prop,  is  boundary,  67 
Minors,  Assembly's  power  over,  xxiii,  1; 

prop,  of,  xxiii,  1,  132-33;  prop,  to  be 

sold,  64-70,  132-33,  134-35,  200-8, 

290-94 
Minott,  David,  rep.  Stratford,  151 
Missionary  Society  of  Connecticut,  A. 

Flint  active  in,  36n;  contributions  au- 
thorized, 223,  223n;  role  in  eccl. 

system,  xvi 
Mitchell.  George,  prop,  of,  69 
Mitchell.  James,  rep.  Groton,  150,  237 
Mitchell,  Simeon,  estate  of,  65 
Mitchell,  Stephen  Mix,  j.p.,  12,  159 
Mitchell.  Thomas,  guardian  to  sell  minor's 

prop,  69;  j.p.,  163 
Mitchell,  Walter,  j.p.,  12,  159;  to  form  law 

library  co.,  283-84 
Mitchell,  Warren,  rep.  Southbury,  80;  vote 

inH.R.,  147 
Mitchell,  William,  minor,  69 
Mitchell,  Zebadee,  It.,  170 
Mix.  Caleb,  2nd  It.,  177;  4th  It.,  23 
Mix,  Elisha,  j.p.,  12,  159;  rep.  Hartford, 

149 
Mix,  Isaac,  capt.,  242 
Mix,  John,  comt.  on  tpk.,  45,  121;  j.p.  and 

quorum,  10,  157;  probate  judge,  9,  156; 

rep.  Farmington,  2,  150,  236 
Mix,  Lyman,  ens.,  171 
Mix.William.lt.,  169 
Mohegan  Indians,  conditions  of,  222, 

222n,  lands  of,  63 
Mohegan  Tpk.,  exemption  from  tolls,  63, 

63  n 
Monroe,  James,  elected  U.S.  President, 

84n;  tours  New  England,  xliv-xlv 
Monson.  See  Munson. 
Montreal.  Canada,  inhabitants  of.  203 


Montville,  town  of,  abatement  on  list,  288; 

inhabitants  of,  63;  rep.,  3,  80,  150,  237; 

tpk.  in,  122,218 
Moore,  Roswell,  j.p.,   12,   159;  rep. 

Southington,  2,  80,  150;  vote  in  H.R., 

147 
Moore  (More),  William  4th,  col.,  97;  j.p., 

14,  161 
Morehouse,  Hawley,  capt.,  252 
Morehouse,  Samuel  T.,  ens.,  24;  It.,  243 
Morgan,  Christopher,  j.p.,  14,  161 
Morgan,  Ebenezer,  j.p.,  14,  161 
Morgan,  James,  prop,  is  boundary,  205 
Morgan,  Jasper,  guardian  to  sell  minors' 

prop.,  204-6 
Morgan,  John,  j.p.,  12,  159;  to  form  Conn. 

Asylum,  27 
Morgan,  William,  j.p.,   164;  j.p.  and 

quorum,  12 
Morgan,  Youngs,  prop,  is  boundary,  205 
Morris,  James,  j.p.,  17,  162 
Morris,  Levi,  capt.,  172;  ens.,  89 
Moseley,  Jonathan  Ogden,  elected  U.S. 

congressman,  83n,  84;  j.p.,  18,  164; 

nom.  U.S.  congressman,  7 
Moseley,  William,  j.p.,  12,  159 
Mosely,  Samuel  L.,  It.,  24 
Moses,  Linus,  ens.,  89 
Moss,  Benajah,  eccl.  soc.  comt.,  286-87 
Moss,  Thomas  D.,  capt.,  174 
Mott,  John  T.,  rep.  Preston,  237 
Munger,  Elizur,  rep.  Norfolk,  4,  81,  152; 

vote  inH.R.,  147 
Munger,  Jehiel,  prop,  is  boundary,  220 
Munger,  Joel,  j.p.,  13,  160 
Munger,  Miles,  j.p.,  13 
Munger,  Sylvester,  ens.,  91;  It.,  90 
Munson,  Elisha,  j.p.,  13,  160;  to  sell  mi- 
nors' prop.,  70 
Munson  (Monson),  Eneas,  Jr.,  j.p.,  13, 160 
Munson,  Isaac,  prop,  is  boundary,  70 
Munson,  Israel,  estate  of,  70 
Munson,  Lois,  prop,  is  boundary,  70 
Munson,  Samuel,  rep.  Barkhemsted,  238 
Murder,  trial  for,  40 
Murray,  Daniel,  Jr.,  It.,  169 
Mygatt,  Comfort  S.,  guardian  to  sell  mi- 
nors' prop.,  208 
Mygatt,  George,  minor,  208 
Mygatt,  Lucy,  estate  of,  208 
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Naugatuck  River,  bridges  on,  217 

Naval  Depot  (U.S.),  proposed,  267-68, 
267n 

Nettleton,  John,  Jr.,  ens.,  24 

Nettleton,  Nathan,  capt.,  91 

New  Canaan,  town  of,  rep.,  3,81,151, 237 

New  England,  founding  values  of,  xlv;  J 
Monroe  tours,  xlv;  number  of  deaf  per 
sons  in,  27n;  taxation  in,  xxxii,  229 
229n 

New  Fairfield,  town  of,  listers  in,  A\-\2 
rep.,  3,  81,  151,  237;  tpk.  in,  273 

New  Hartford,  town  of,  land  in,  70-71 
rep.,  4,  81,  152,  238;  tpk.  in,  45 

New  Haven,  colony  of,  religious  arrange- 
ments in,  xiii 

New  Haven,  county  of,  agricultural  soc.  in, 
xlvi,  268n;  common  pleas  judge  apptd., 
8, 1 55 ;j. p.  and  quorum  apptd.,  10,  157; 
j.p.  apptd.,  13,  160;  superior  court  in, 
132 

New  Haven,  probate  district  of,  judge 
apptd.,  8,  155;  proceedings  in,  70,  135 

New  Haven,  town  and  city  of,  education 
soc.  in,  281-82,  inhabitants  of,  5n,  50, 
70, 134, 145,  239n,  296;  meeting  place, 
xix;  newspaper  to  print  notice,  51,  53, 
75,  123,  138,  139,  215,  217,  279,  282; 
prop,  in,  293-94,  295;  rep.,  2,  80,  150, 
236;  tpk.  from,  122,  218-19,  278-80 

New  Haven  and  Cheshire  Tpk.  Co.,  tpk.  to, 
280-81 

New  Haven  Convention  (1804),  recom- 
mends const,  reform,  xii-xiii;  on  eccl. 
system,  xvii 

New  Haven  Fire  Insurance  Co.,  stock  of, 
260,  260n 

New  London,  1st  eccl.  soc,  minister  of, 
188n 

New  London,  county  of,  common  pleas 
court  in,  46,  46n,  55-56,  59,  264; 
common  pleas  judge  apptd.,  8,  155; 
eccl.  soc.  in,  284-85;  jail  in,  182-83, 
182n,  263-64,  263n;  j.p.  and  quorum 
apptd.,  10-11,  157-58;  j.p.  apptd.,  13- 
14,  160-61;  Mohegan  lands  in,  222n; 
prop,  in,  196;  superior  court  in,  48^4-9 

New  London,  probate  district  of,  judge 
apptd.,  9,  155 


New  London,  town  and  city  of,  cession  of 
land  in,  258-59,  258n;  inhabitants  of, 
133, 153n;  militia  in,  61-62;  newspaper 
to  print  notice,  49,  56,  1 29-30;  prop,  in, 
134;  proposed  naval  depot  at,  il,  267- 
68,  267n;  rep.,  3,  80,  150,  236;  rep.  in 
stand-up  law  debate,  321;  tpks.  in,  63, 
218,277 

New  London  Bank,  E.  Perkins  and,  153n 

New  Milford,  probate  district  of,  judge 
apptd.,  10,  157 

New  Milford,  town  of,  rep.,  4, 8 1 ,  152, 238 

New  Milford  and  Sherman  Tpk.  Co.,  pet. 
for,  217,  217n,  273-74,  273n 

New  Orleans,  battle  of,  xviii 

New  York,  state  of,  candidates  from,  84n; 
election  procedures  in,  309,  315;  im- 
ports from,  113;  judiciary  in,  xlii;  tpk. 
to,  217,273 

New  York,  city  of,  bible  soc.  in,  56n;  inhab- 
itants of,  68,  70,  139,  206,  291,  294; 
newspaper  to  print  notice,  139;  J.S. 
Peters  studies  in,  152n;  travel  to,  220; 
O.  Wolcott  in,  xxi 

New  York  Herald,  to  print  notice,  75 

Newbern,  N.C.,  inhabitants  of,  200 

Newcomb,  Silas,  2nd  It.,  94 

Newell,  Cromwell,  ens.,  246 

Newell,  Nathaniel,  It.,  171 

Newell,  Nathaniel,  rep.  Union,  152,  239 

Newell,  Nathaniel,  Jr.,  rep.  Union,  82;  vote 
inH.R.,  148 

Newgate  Prison,  buildings  at,  192n;  chap- 
lain at,  119,  119n,  271,  271n; 
conditions  at,  27 In;  expenses  of,  116, 
184;  guards  at,  119,  119n,  192,  192n; 
imprisonment  in,  31;  overseers  apptd., 
xxxix,  154;  prisoners  in,  72-73,  137, 
211,296,297,297-98 

Newington,  eccl.  soc.  of,  prop,  in,  200 

Newton,  Abiathan  (Abiathar),  j.p.,  12, 159 

Newton,  Asa,  guardian  to  sell  minors' 
prop.,  200-1;  j.p.,  14,  161 

Newton,  David  B.,  rep.  Huntington,  3 

Newton,  Isaac,  j.p.,  18 

Newtown,  town  of,  and  C.  Sherman,  288- 
89,  288-89n;  inhabitants  of,  153n;  list- 
ers in,  116;  prop,  in,  135;  rep.,  3,  81, 
151,237 

Nichols,  Elijah,  Jr.,  rep.  Thompson,  238 
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NicboU,  Jonathan,  Jr..  j.p.,  16,  162;  Meth- 
odist trustee.  1  1 3n.  1  14;  rep. 
Thompson,  81;  vote  in  H.R..  147 

Nichols,  Youngs,  cornet,  254 

Nuoiis.  Henry,  ens.,  96 

Niles.  Amos  A.,  j.p.,  161 

Niles.  Isaac,  eapt..  175 

Niles,  Richard,  capt.,  241 

Noble.  John  G.,  cornet,  252 

Norfolk,  probate  district  of,  judge  apptd., 

9,  156 
Norfolk,  town  of,  rep.,  4,  8 1 ,  152,  238;  tpk. 

in.  44  45.300 
North,  Alvan.  capt..  256;  It.,  23 
North,  James,  j.p.,  12,  159 
North,  Selah,  It.,  86 
North.  Theodore,  j.p.,   17,   163;  rep. 

Goshen,  4,  81,  151;  speech  in  H.R., 

142;  vote  in  H  JL,  147 
North  Branford.  tpk.  in,  122,  218 
North  Bristol,  tpk.  in,  122,218 
North  Carolina,  state  of,  proposed  const. 

amendments  by,  xxii,  xliii,  37,  37n, 

192,  192n 
North  Killingworth,  tpk.  in,  1, 42, 122, 218, 

220,275-76,281 
North  Guilford,  tpk.  in,  122,  218 
North  Haven,  town  of,  rep.,  3, 80, 150, 236; 

tax  collection  in.  209 
North  Stamford,  eccl.  soc.  of,  list  of,  286 
North  Stonington,  town  of,  factory  in,  1, 

195n,  196;  rep.,  3, 80,  150, 237;  tax  col- 
lection in.  210;  tpk.  in,  278 
Northampton,  Mass.,  travel  from,  220 
Northington,  eccl.  soc.  of.  See  Farmington, 

2nd  Ecclesiastical  Society. 
Northrop,  David,  j.p.,  15,  162 
Northrop,  John,  j.p..  14,  161 
Northrop,  Oliver,  ens.,  246 
Norton,  Andrew,  Jr..  ens.,  89;  It.,  247 
Norton,  David,  1st  It.,  94 
Norton,  George,  eccl.  soc.  agent,  60n;  j.p., 

12,  159;  rep.  Farmington,  150,  236 
Norton.  John.  pet.  for  tpk.,  137.  219.  280 
Norton,  Lot,  j.p..  17,  163 
Norton,  Myron,  cornet,  251 
Norton,  Roger,  j.p.,  12,  159 
Norwalk,  probate  district  of,  judge  apptd., 

10,  157 
Norwalk.  town  of,  rep.,  3,  81,  151,  237 


Norwich,  probate  district  of,  judge  apptd., 

9,  156 
Norwich,  town  and  city  of,  inhabitants  of, 

45,  153n,  239n;  jail  in,  183;  newspaper 

to  print  notice,  46,  56,  75;  rep.,  3,  80, 

150,  236;  rep.  in  stand-up  law  debate, 

xlviii,  302,  320;  to  subscribe  to  stock, 

47;  tpks.  in,  63,  122 
Norwich  and  Preston  Bridge  Co.,  inc.,  1-li, 

45-47,  46n 
Norwich  Channel  Co.,  to  raise  funds,  54- 

55, 54n 
Norwich  Landing,  tpk.  to,  75,  122,  218, 

278 
Nott,  Clark,  to  count  votes,  5;  j.p.,  18,  164; 

rep.  Saybrook,  5,  82;  vote  in  H.R.,  148 
Noyes,  Ebenezer,  ens.,  92 
Noyes,  Jesse  D.,  rep.  Stonington,  150, 237 
Noyes,  Joseph  3d,  j.p.,  14,  161 
Noyes,  William,  j.p.,  14,  161 

Oaths  (General),  for  poor  and  imprisoned 

debtors,  30,  30n;  in  school  districts, 

216;  for  inspectors,  261,  26 In 
Ohio,  state  of,  prop,  in,  38,  204,  208,  287 
Olcott,  Michael,  agricultural  soc.  agent, 

282n;  to  audit  accts.,  154,  240;  rep. 

Hartford,  79,  235;  vote  in  H.R.,  147 
Olds,  John,  j.p.,  12,  159 
Old  State  Road,  tpk.  route,  122,  218 
Olmsted,  Aaron  F.,  1st  It.,  94;  capt..  178 
Olmsted,  Eli,  ens.,  241 
Olmsted,  Giles,  maj.,  20 
Olmsted  (Olmstead),  Jared,  j.p.,  15,  161 
Olmsted,  Lynds,  to  form  Conn.  Asylum,  27 
Olmsted,  Solomon,  2nd  It.,  178 
Oneida,  N.Y.  county  of,  land  in.  65 
Onions,  act  on,  261,  261n 
Ontario,  N.Y.,  county  of,  inhabitants  of, 

207 
Organization  of  the  Militia  of  the  State  of 

Connecticut  (1816),  published,  39n 
Osborn,  Azor,  It.,  86 
Osborn,  Heman,  ens.,  89 
Osborne,  Ezra,  capt.,  247 
Osborne  (Osborn),  Shadrach,  j.p.,  13,  160 
Osburn,  Samuel,  and  prop,  of  E.  Mark,  118 
Osgood,  Israel,  to  form  manufacturing  co., 

193 
Osgood,  Scarborough,  It.,  170 
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Osgood.  William,  rep.  Pomfret,  237 

Otis,  Asahel,  j.p.,  14,  161 

Ousatonic,   Ousatonick  River.  See 

Housatonic  River. 
Outman,  Arnold,  It.,  25 
Overton,  Seth,  j.p.,  163;  j.p.  and  quorum, 

12,  158 
Owen,  Isaac,  j.p.,  159 
Owen,  Isaac,  Jr.,  j.p.,  12-13 
Oxford,  town  of,  rep.,  3,  80,  150,  236 
Oxford  Tpk.  Co.,  road  to,  217 

Packer,  Daniel,  rep.  North  Stonington,  3, 

80;  vote  in  H.R.,  148 
Paddock,  Henry,  prop,  is  boundary,  206 
Paddock,  Seth,  prop,  is  boundary,  206 
Page,  Benjamin,  j.p.,  13,  160 
Page,  Jason,  capt.,  245 
Paine.  See  Payne. 
Painter,  Thomas,  j.p.,  13 
Palmer,  Stephen  F.,  brig,  gen.,  19 
Palmer,  Walter,  j.p.,  14,  161 
Palmer,  Walter,  Jr.,  capt.,  178 
Paris,  France,  institute  in,  27n 
Paris,  N.Y,  land  in,  65 
Parish,  John,  j.p.,  16,  162 
Park,  Asa,  ens.,  87;  It.,  244 
Parker,  Gideon,  ens.,  244 
Parmalee  (Parmele,  Parmelee),  Dan,  j.p., 

18,  164;  rep.  Durham,  5 
Parmalee  (Parmele),  John,  j.p.,  18,  163 
Parmalee,  Linus,  Jr.,  capt.,  21;  j.p.,  18 
Parmele,  David,  capt.,  245 
Parmele,  Jeremiah,  col.,  98 
Parmele,  Joel,  Jr.,  It.,  245 
Parmelee,  Asa,  marriage  of,  138,  215-16 
Parmelee,  Kezia,  marriage  annulled,  138, 

215-16 
Parmelee,  Leet,  mentioned,  215 
Parmelee,  Orin,  prop,  is  boundary,  42 
Parsons,  Enoch,  trustee,  49; 
Parsons,  Luther,  capt.,  178 
Partree,  John,  Jr.,  It.,  246 
Patten,  Nathaniel,  to  form  Conn.  Asylum, 

28 
Patten,  Samuel,  ens.,  256 
Patterson,  Elisha,  rep.  Roxbury,  238 
Paul,  Robert,  rep.  Union,  5 
Paulk,  Jeduthan,  It.,  90 
Paupers.  See  Poor;  Poor  Laws. 


Payne,  Amos,  j.p.,  162 

Payne  (Paine),  John,  rep.  Hebron,  5,  82; 

voteinH.R.,  148 
Payne  (Paine),  Luther,  j.p.,  16,  162;  lottery 

manager,  58;  rep.  Canterbury,  151, 237 
Payson,  John  H.,  j.p.,    16,    162;  rep. 

Pomfret,  4;  to  form  charitable  soc,  199 
Peabody,  Benjamin,  Jr.,  ens.,  87 
Pearl,  Orrin,  insolvency,  139 
Pearl  (Pearle),  Philip,  j.p.,  16,  162 
Pearl,  Ralph,  insolvency,  53-54 
Pease,  Augustus  P.,  It.,  91 
Pease,  Giles,  j.p.,  19 
Pease,  Lorrain  T.,  capt.,  248 
Pease,  Oliver,  j.p.,  12,  159 
Pease,  Richard,  rep.  Somers,  5 
Pease,  Richard,  Jr.,  ens.,  90 
Peck,  Amos,  guardian,  201;  rep.  Berlin, 

149 
Peck,  Asa,  It.,  173 
Peck,  Daniel,  j.p.,  19,  164 
Peck,  Eliakim,  rep.  Danbury,  3 
Peck,  Glover  Amos,  minor,  201 
Peck,  Henry,  to  sell  minor's  prop.,  201 
Peck,  Isaac,  4th  ens.,  87 
Peck,  Joseph  J.,  It.,  172 
Peck,  Michael,  Jr.,  capt.,  85 
Peck,  Oliver,  rep.  Berlin,  235 
Peck,  Richard,  1st  It.,  255 
Peck,  Samuel,  j.p.,  160;  It.  col.,  99 
Peck,  Samuel  C,  ens.,  86 
Peck,  Tracey,  j.p.,  159 
Peck,  Tracy,  capt.,  88 
Peck,  William,  ens.,  174;  It.,  249 
Peck,  Wooster,  It.,  246 
Peck,  Zera  S.  A.,  rep.  Brookfield,  237 
Peddler  and  Hawkers,  bills  on,  77n 
Peet,  Abijah  C,  rep.  Salisbury,  152,  238 
Peet,  William,  j.p.,  15,  161 
Pendleton,  Edmund  Allen,  minor,  291 
Pendleton,  Louisa,  minor,  291 
Pendleton,  Nathan,  col.,  240;  j.p.,  14,  161; 

It.  col,  98;  rep.  North  Stonington,  237; 

speech  on  stand-up  law,  307 
Pendleton,  Sophia,  to  sell  minors'  prop., 

291-92 
Pendleton,  Sophia  Amelia,  minor,  291 
Pendleton,  Sylvester,  minor,  291 
Penitentiary  (State),  proposed,  77n,  108n 
Pennsylvania,  state  of,  residents  of,  84n 
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Peooyer,  Anson  D..4th  It..  177 

Perkins.  Andrew,  j. p.,  13,  161 

Perkins.  Benjamin,  prop,  is  boundary,  203 

Perkins.  Ebene/er,  j.p.,  17 

Perkins,  Elias.  asst..  235;  biog.,   153n; 

common  pleas  judge,  8,  155;  elected 

asst.,  154;  j.p.,  13;  nom.  asst.,  xliv,  83, 

:4():  suorn,  188 
Perkins.  Enoch,  to  audit  accounts,  42,  84, 

154.  240;  j.p..  12.  159 
Perkins.  Frederick,  rep.  Lisbon,  237 
Perkins.  George,  j.p..  14.  160 
Perkins.  Henry,  j.p..  14.  161 
Perkins,  Levi,  j.p..  14,  161;  rep.  Lisbon,  3, 

80;  vote  in  H.R..  147 
Perkins.  Samuel,  conservator  to  sell  prop., 

133-34;  district  agent.  130n;  j.p.,  16, 

162;  trustee.  52 
Perkins.  William,  apptd.  U.S.  presidential 

elector.  84;  asst.,  2,  79,  149,  235;  biog.. 

In;  to  count  votes,  153;  elected  asst., 

In,  6,  154;  fails  at  re-nomination,  xlv; 

nom.  asst.,  83;  sworn,  7,  188;  votes  for, 

153d 
Pen-in.  John,  ens.,  171 
Perry,  Anson,  ens.,  249 
Perry.  Nathaniel,  comt.  on  tpk.,  273;  rep. 

Woodbury,  82,  238;  vote  in  H.R.,  148 
Perry,  Nathaniel  P.,  j.p.,  17,  163 
Peters,  John  S.,  biog.,  152n;  clerk,  H.R., 

xxxiv,   152;  to  count  votes,  5;  nom. 

asst.,  240;  rep.  Hebron,  5,  152,  239 
Peters,  Samuel  A.,  j.p.,  14,  161 
Pettibone,  Abraham,  j.p.,  12,  159 
Pettibone.  Augustus,  common  pleas  judge. 

8,  155;  comt.  on  tpk.,  300;  j.p.,  85, 115- 

16,   163;  probate  judge,  9,   156;  rep. 

Norfolk,  238 
Pettibone.  Theodore,  j.p..   159;  rep. 

Burlington,  79.  149,  235;  vote  in  H.R., 

148 
Pettipauge  and  Guilford  Tpk.  Co..  pet.  for, 

219-20.  220n,  281,  28 In 
Phelps.  Asahel,  capt..  25 
Phelps.  Benjamin,  j.p..  19.  164 
Phelps.  Elisha,  j.p.,  159;  rep.  Simsbury,  2, 

Phelps.  Elisha  or  Lancelot,  speech  on 

siand-up  law.  316-17 
Phelps.  Epaphras  L..  maj..  19 


Phelps,  Jannah  B.,  2nd  It..  93 
Phelps,  Jonathan,  insolvency,  48-49 
Phelps,  Lancelot,  rep.  Colebrook,  151, 238 
Phelps,  Noah  L.,  2nd  It.,  93 
Phelps,  Zelotes,  rep.  Simsbury,  150 
Philadelphia,  Penn.,  bible  soc.  in,  56n;  J.S. 

Peters  studies  in,  152n 
Phillips,  Samuel  H.,j.p.,  161 
Phillipstown  Tpk.,  tpk.  from,  273 
Phipps,  David  H.,  j.p.,  16,  162 
Phipps,  Patent  R.,  ens.,  24 
Phipps,  Payton  R.,  capt.,  245;  It.,  170 
Phoenix  Bank,  act  on,  182,  182n;  contro- 
versies over,  xx,  xxiii,  xxvi;  note 

counterfeited,  289 
Physicians,  exemptions  for,  259-60,  259n 
Pierce,  Benjamin,  rep.  Brooklyn,  4,  81; 

vote  in  H.R.,  147 
Pierce.  David,  ens.,  168 
Pierce.  John,  Jr.,  cornet,  176 
Pierce,  John  H.,  col.,  165;  It.  col.,  98;  rep. 

Cornwall,  4 
Pierce,  Seth,  Jr.,  ens.,  171 
Pierce,  Titus,  Jr.,  ens.,  245 
Pierce,  William,  ens.,  171;  It.,  250 
Pierpont,  Daniel,  j.p..   160;  rep.  North 

Haven,  150,  236 
Pierpont,  Russel,  j.p.,  160 
Pierson.  Abraham,  j.p.,  18,  164 
Pillory,  as  punishment,  31 
Pinneo.  James,  j.p..  16 
Pinney.  Ashbel,  prop,  is  boundary.  77 
Pinney,  Grove,  rep.  Colebrook,  151,  238 
Pinney,  Isaac,  prop,  is  boundary,  68,  77 
Pinney,  Joseph,  1st  It.,  92 
Pitcher.  Ephraim,  ens.,  173 
Pitkin.  Calvin,  j.p..  19,  164 
Pitkin.  Samuel,  j.p.,  12, 159;  to  form  Conn. 

Bible  Soc,  56 
Pitkin,  Theodore,  j.p.,  12,  159 
Pitkin,  Timothy,  comt.  on  Union  Co.,  224n; 

elected  U.S.  congressman.  83n,  84;  j.p.. 

12,  159;  nom.  U.S.  congressman,  7 
Pixlee,  Peter,  guardian  to  sell  prop.,  134 
Plainfield.  1st  eccl.  soc.  of.  lottery  of.  57- 

58.  58n;  meeting  house  in,   131-32, 

132n 
Plainfield,  probate  district  of.  judge  apptd., 

9,  156;  proceedings  in,  66.  207-8 
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Plainfield,  town  of,  inhabitants  of,  65;  rep., 

4,81,  151,237 
Plainfields  (New  Haven),  land  in,  70 
Plant,  David,  comt.  on  eccl.  law,   179n; 

comt.  to  thank  J.C.  Smith,  1 88;  j. p.  and 

quorum,  158;  rep.  Stratford,  151,  237; 

speech  on  stand-up  ,  319-20 
Piatt,  Enoch  W.,  1st  It.,  252 
Piatt,  Gideon,  town,  eccl.  soc.  membership 

of,  284,  284n 
Piatt,  Nathan,  It.,  241 
Piatt,  William,  ens.,  241 
Platts,  John,  j.p.,  18,  164 
Platts,  Joseph,  j.p.,  18,  164 
Platts,  Obadiah,  It.  col.  cmdt.,  165;  pet.  for 

tpk.,219,  281 
Plumb,  Noah,  j.p.,  161-62 
Plumb,  Seth  D.,  prop,  is  boundary,  202, 

203 
Plumb,  William,  j.p.,  18,  163 
Plymouth,  town  of,  inhabitants  of,  144, 

269n;  rep.,  4,  81, 152, 238;  tpk.  in,  137, 

219,280-81 
Point  Point  (Stonington),  bridge  at,  58-59, 

58n 
Polls,  assessments  on,  xxxix 
Pomeroy  (Pomroy),  Noah  W.,  capt.,  22; 

maj.,  166 
Pomfret,  1st  eccl.  soc.  of,  charitable  soc.  in, 

199 
Pomfret,  probate  district  of,  judge  apptd., 

9,  156;  proceedings  in,  199 
Pomfret,  town  of,  inhabitants  of,  193,  200; 

rep.,  4,  81,  151,  237;  residents  of,  83n 
Pomfret  Woolen  Manufacturing  Co.,  inc., 

1,  193-95,  193n 
Pond,  Charles  H.,  j.p.,  160 
Pond,  Martin,  capt.,  176 
Poor,  Poverty,  burdens  on,  xii,  xxx,  185n; 

charitable  relief  for,  199-200;  and 

liquor  sales,  299n;  and  smallpox  vacci- 
nation, 269n;  reformers  on,  xxx;  in 

Mohegan  tribe,  222n;  in  West  Hartford, 

74n 
Poor  Laws,  expenses  for  state  paupers, 

116, 184;  Indians  as  state  paupers,  288- 

89,  288-89n;  reform  of,  xlvi 
Porter,  Anson,  It.,  241 
Porter,  David,  to  form  Conn.  Asylum,  27 
Porter,  Edwin,  1st  It.,  23 


Porter,  Lemuel,  col.,  99 

Porter,  Noah,  to  form  Conn.  Bible  Soc,  56 

Porter,  Sidney,  It.,  24 

Porter,  Truman,  j.p.,  13,  160 

Post,  David  W.,  capt.,  179 

Post,  Jeremiah  K.,  capt.,  96 

Potter,  Daniel,  j.p.,  17,  163 

Potter,  Eber  K.,  It.,  242 

Potter,  Elam  O.,  j.p.,  12,  159;  rep.  Enfield, 
2,  79,  149,  236;  vote  in  H.R.,  147 

Potter,  Lake,  j.p.,  17 

Potter,  Orren,  comt.  on  eccl.  soc,  285-86 

Potter,  Philip,  capt.,  249 

Potter,  Philip,  Jr.,  It.,  175 

Potwine,  Benjamin,  guardian  to  sell  mi- 
nor's prop.,  202-3 

Potwine,  Cornelia,  minor,  202-3 

Poughkeepsie,  N.Y.,  inhabitants  of,  216 

Pratt,  Andrew,  rep.  Berlin,  235 

Pratt,  David,  It.,  171 

Pratt,  Hopson,  j.p.,  17,  163 

Pratt,  Joel,  rep.  Saybrook,  152 

Pratt,  John,  j.p.,  18,  163 

Pratt,  John  C,  ens.,  256 

Pratt,  Joseph,  j.p.,  13 

Pratt,  Julius,  ens.,  168 

Pratt,  Nathan,  ens.,  85 

Pratt,  Nathaniel,  j.p.,  12,  159 

Pratt,  William,  It.,  168 

Pratt's  Bridge,  mentioned,  48 

Prentice  (Prentis),  John,  capt.,  242;  It.,  1 67 

Prentice,  John  A.,  2nd  It.,  95 

Prentice,  Jonas,  Jr.,  mentioned,  134 

Prentice  (Prentiss),  Joseph,  j.p.,  16,  162; 
rep.  Hampton,  237 

Prentice,  Mary  Billings,  minor,  134-35 

Prentice,  Nancy  M.,  guardian  to  sell  mi- 
nor's prop.,  134 

Prentice,  Thomas,  j.p.,  14,  161 

Prentis,  Ebenezer,  ens.,  242 

Presbyterians,  Presbyterian  Church.  See 
Congregationalists;  Congregational 
Church. 

President  (U.S.),  election  of,  36-37,  37n, 
192,  192n;  electors  appted.,  84;  and 
naval  depot,  267-68;  statutes  transmit- 
ted to,  268.  See  also  Jefferson,  Thomas; 
Madison,  James;  Monroe,  James. 

Preston,  John  S.,  prop,  is  boundary,  290 

Preston,  Maria,  minor,  290 
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Preston.  Nathan.  It.,  1 74:  rep.  Woodbury,  5; 

to  sell  minors'  prop.,  292-93 
Preston,  Nelson,  minor.  290 
Preston,  Noah,  to  sell  minors'  prop.,  290 
Preston,  Ryly,  290 
Preston,  town  of,  bridge  in,  1-li.  45^7, 

46n:  rep..  3,  80,  150,  237;  to  subscribe 

to  stock.  47 
Prince,  Edward  B.  H.,  1st  It.,  93 
Prince,  James,  capt.,  175 
Prince,  Joseph,  It.,  168 
Prisoners,  Assembly's  power  over,  1;  for 

debt,  30-31,  30n;  in  New  Haven 

County  jail,  289;  in  Newgate  Prison. 

72-73,  137.  21 1,  296,  297,  297-98:  in 

New  London  County  jail,  182 
Probate  Court.  See  Court  of  Probate. 
Processes,  fees  on,  102-5 
Property  Qualifications.  See  Franchise  and 

Suffrage. 
Providence.  R.I..  newspaper  to  print 

notice,  139:  tpk.  from,  to,  218,  277 
Provisions,  acts  on,  li,  35-36.  35n,  1 12-13, 

112n,  257-58.  257n 
Public  Accounts,  act  on,  xxxix(n),  il,  262, 

262n 
Public  Statute  Laws  (1808),  distributed. 

268,  268n,  270n 
Punderson.  Elisha.  It.  col.,  97:  col..  164 
Punishment.  See  Crime  and  Punishment 
Purcell.  Richard  J.,  on  financial  misman- 
agement, xxxviii 
Puritans,  on  religion  and  society,  xiii-xiv 
Putnam.  Daniel,  nom.  asst.,  83 

Quakers,  growth  of.  in  18th  century,  xiv 
Quartermaster  General,  duties  of,  76,  192. 

223 
Quinebaug  River,  fisheries  in.  107n.  262- 

63 

Randall.  William,  j.p.,   14.   161:  rep. 

Stonington.  3 
Ransom,  George,  ens.,  23;  It.,  255 
Rationalists,  in  Conn.,  xv-xvii,  xvi(n) 
Rawden,  Horace,  accused  of  counterfeit- 
ing, 289 
Raw  son.  Luther.  It..  170 
Raymond,  Lewis,  j.p..  14.  161 
Raymond.  Milford,  pet.  for  tpk.,  63 


Raymond.  Zadoc  (Zadock),  j.p..  15,  162, 
271 

Rea.  William,  ens.,  173 

Read,  George.  It.,  168 

Read,  Hezekiah.  Jr.,  rep.  Redding.  3.  81; 
voteinH.R..  148 

Redding,  town  of,  rep.,  3,  81,  151,  237 

Redfield,  William  C,  prop,  is  boundary, 
204 

Reed,  Abner,  rep.  East  Windsor,  149,  236 

Reed.  Benjamin,  pet.  for  tpk.,  220,  299- 
300.  300n 

Reed,  Chauncey.  It..  246 

Reed.  Phinehas,  bond  of,  210-1 1 

Reed,  William,  prop,  of,  68 

Reemer.  Lewis,  capt.,  242 

Reeve.  Romsey,  ens.,  167 

Reeve.  Tapping,  j.p.,  85,  1 15, 162:  students 
of.  xxi.  8n.  82n.  153n 

Reformers,  and  appt.  of  j.p.s.  xxxvi- 
xxxvii;  control  H.R.,  xxxvi:  and  contro- 
versies over  officeholding,  xxxviii- 
xxxix;  criticize  Council,  xliv:  in  fall 
1817  election,  xliv-xlv;  and  judicial 
reform,  xlii;  nomenclature,  xix(n);  in 
spring  1816  election,  xxi:  and  stand-up 
law;  xlvi-il;  strength  in  H.R.,  xlv.  See 
also  the  entries  for  the  main  compo- 
nents of  the  reform  coalition: 
Dissenters;  Republicans; 

Tolerationists. 

Religion,  background,  acts  on.  xiii-xvii. 
xxvi-xxviii.  xl,  xl-xli(n),  32.  32n,  1 13- 
15.  113n.  179-81,  179n.  180n;  men- 
tioned, xxxv :  reformers  on.  xxi-xxii: 
training  of  ministers.  281-82:  O. 
Wolcott  on  public  support  of.  xxxiii, 
xxxiv,  231.  See  also  Baptists:  Certifi- 
cate System:  Congregationalists; 
Dissenters:  Ecclesiastical  Societies 
(General):  Ecclesiastical  System:  Epis- 
copalians: Literature  and  Religion; 
Methodists:  Sabbath:  Second  Great 
Awakening:  Quakers. 

Reporter  of  Judicial  Decisions,  salary.  77 

Representatives  (Conn.),  as  counsel  before 
Assembly.  40.  40n.  116:  and  encour- 
agement of  manufactures.  189n: 
present.  2-5,  79-82.  149-52.  235-39: 
prohibited  from  serving  on  superior 
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court,  xli.  See  also  House  of  Represen- 
tatives (Conn.). 

Representatives  (U.S).,  elected,  xxv,  83- 
84;  election  procedures,  xii,  xxx,  xlvi- 
il,  36-37,  37n,  264,  264n,  192,  192n, 
301-26;  and  encouragement  of  manu- 
factures, 189n;  mentioned,  147;  and 
naval  depot,  268;  nom.,  7;  prohibited 
from  serving  on  superior  court,  xli;  and 
war  debt  to  Conn.,  xxvii.  See  also 
House  of  Representatives  (U.S.). 

Republicans,  and  appointment  of  j.p.s, 
xxiii,  xxxvi-xxxvii;  on  Conn.  Asylum, 
120n;  on  const,  issues,  xii-xiii,  xvii; 
and  controversies  over  officeholding, 
xxx,  xxxviii-xxxix;  criticize  Council, 
xxx,  xxxiv;  divisions  among,  xix(n), 
xxxi-xxxii, ;  on  election  laws,  xii,  xxix, 
xxx,  xlvi-il;  and  fall  1817  election, 
xliv-xlv;  on  joint  vs.  select  comts., 
xxxv;  on  judiciary,  xli-xlii,  154n; 
members  of,  xxxiv,  xxxvii,  xlii,  xlvii, 
xlviii,  152n,  190n,  239n,  265n;  and  mi- 
litia organization,  HOn;  national 
policies  of,  xvii,  xviii,  xxii,  xxxii,  xliv; 
newspapers  associated  with,  iv;  party 
nomenclature,  xix(n);  party  strength  in 
H.R.,  xvii,  xxii,  xxii(n),  79n,  149n, 
235n;  presidential  and  vice  presidential 
candidates  of,  84n;  and  reduction  of  ex- 
penditures, xx vi;  in  reform  coalition, 
xi,  xix,  xix(n),  xxiii,  xxxi;  and  religion, 
xxvii-xxviii,  xxxiii,  140;  on  school 
funding,  117n;  and  spring  1817  elec- 
tion, xxx-xxxi,  xxx(n),  xxxiv;  on 
taxation,  xii,  xxxix,  xxx;  on  U.S.  const, 
amendments,  192n.  See  also  the  entries 
for  the  other  names  and  components  of 
the  reform  coalition:  Dissenters;  Re- 
formers; Tolerationists. 

Revolutionary  War,  mentioned,  230;  veter- 
ans of,  153n 

Reynolds,  Asa  (?),  1st  It.,  95 

Rhode  Island,  state  of,  inhabitants  of,  138, 
215;  tpk.  to,  218,277 

Rich,  Dennis,  cornet,  251 

Richards,  Isaac,  j.p.,  14,  161 

Richards,  Peter,  j.p.,  13,  161 

Richardson,  Nathaniel,  j.p.,  13,  160;  rep. 
Middlebury,  80;  vote  in  H.R.,  147 


Richmond,  Mass.,  inhabitants  of,  1 38, 215 

Richmond,  Seelye,  rep.  New  Fairfield,  3 

Rider,  Ralph,  ens.,  172 

Ridgefield,  town  of,  inhabitants  of,  212; 
rep.,  3,  81,  151,237 

Rifle  Corps,  officers  apptd.,  established, 
22-23,  96-97,  101,  166,  178-79,  255- 
56;  organization  of,  1 10-1 1,  1  lOn 

Riggs,  John,  and  prop,  of  E.  Mark,  1 18 

Riggs,  Joseph  H.,  It.,  242 

Rimmon  Falls  Tpk.  Co.,  road  to,  2 1 7, 2 1 7n 

Ringe,  Samuel  F.,  ens.,  243 

Ripley,  Hezekiah,  j.p.,  16;  j.p.  and  quorum, 

11,  158;  probate  judge,  9,  156 
Ripley,  Jabez,  capt.,  94 

Riply,  Dwight,  to  form  bridge  co.,  46 

Rising,  Justus,  prop,  is  boundary,  221, 300 

Roath,  Asa,  ens.,  247 

Robbins,  Appleton,  prop,  is  boundary,  300 

Robbins,  Austin,  capt.,  243 

Robbins,  Bela,  1st  It.,  253;  2nd  It.,  22 

Robbins,  Frederick,  to  count  votes,  5;  j.p., 

12,  159;  rep.  Wethersfield,  2,  80,  236; 
vote  in  H.R.,  147 

Robbins,  Minor,  rep.  Voluntown,  238 
Robbins,  William,  It.,  243 
Roberts,  Ebenezer  2d,  j.p.,  18,  163 
Roberts,  Gerardus,  ens.,  172 
Roberts,  Paul,  Jr.,  j.p.,  240 
Roberts,  Seth,  prop,  is  boundary,  69 
Robertson,  William,  j.p.,  14,  161 
Robinson,  Archibald  T.,  4th  It.,  253; 

cornet,  95 
Robinson,  Jabez  R.,  It.,  243 
Robinson,  John,  comt.  on  eccl.  law,  179n: 

rep.  Lebanon,  4,  81,  151;  speech  in 

H.R.,  144-45;  vote  in  H.R.,  148 
Robinson,  Levi,  rep.  Plainfield,  4 
Robinson,  Linus,  payment  to,  63 
Robinson,  Richard,  creditor,  139 
Robinson,  Samuel,  comt.  to  thank  J.C. 

Smith,  188;  rep.  Guilford,  3,  80,  150, 

236;  vote  in  H.R..  147 
Robinson,  William  E.,  It.,  178 
Rockwell,  Elijah,  j.p.,  17,  163 
Rockwell,  Martin,  rep.  Colebrook,  81;  vote 

in  H.R.,  147 
Rockwell,  Noadiah,  2nd  It.,  93 
Rockwell,  Park,  prop,  is  boundary,  201 
Rockwell,  Reuben,  j.p.,  17,  163 
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Rockwell,  Samuel,  j.p.,   17,   163;  rep. 

Sharon,  4 
Rockwell,  Solomon,  j.p.,  17,  163;  pet.  on 

tpk.,  44 
Rodgers,  John,  ens.,  87 
Rodman,  William  W.,  lottery  manager,  59 
Rogers,  Benjamin  W.,  creditor,  139 
Rogers,  Gurdon  B.,  4th  It.,  176 
Rogers,  Joseph,  to  form  Conn.  Asylum,  27; 

to  form  Conn.  Bible  Soc,  56-57 
Rollo,  Ralph  R.,  j.p.,  18,  164 
Root,  Ephraim,  j.p.,  12 
Root,  Jesse,  j.p.,  18,  164;  student  of,  153n 
Root,  Nathaniel,  rep.  Coventry,  5;  tpk. 

agent,  75n 
Root,  Samuel,  It.,  249 
Root,  Timothy  H.,  capt.,  93 
Rose,  Jonathan  2d,  rep.  Branford,  150, 236 
Rose,  Nathan  H.,  j.p.,  19,  164 
Ross,  James,  Federalist  vice  presidential 

candidate,  84n 
Rosseter  (Roseter),  Nathaniel,  comt.  on 

tpk.,  122,219,278 
Rossiter,  Mary,  complaint  by,  289 
Rowe,  John,  to  form  tpk.  co.,  279 
Rowland,  Henry  A.,  to  form  Conn.  Bible 

Soc,  56 
Rowland,  Jeremiah,  j.p.,  15,  162 
Rowland,  Samuel,  j.p.,  14,  161;  probate 

judge,  9,  156 
Roxbury,  town  of,  inhabitants  of,  75,  123; 

listers  in,  189;  rep.,  4,  82,  152,  238 
Royal  Jennerian  Society  (London),  and 

smallpox  vaccination,  269n 
Ruggles,  Robert  B.,  prop,  is  boundary,  201 
Rundle,  Charles,  eccl.  soc.  comt.,  285 
Russ,  John,  comt.  on  taxation,  190;  j.p., 

159 
Russel,  Joseph,  Jr.,  ens.,  170;  It.,  245 
Russel,  Stephen,  capt.,  89 
Russell,  Giles,  rep.  Winchester,  4 
Russell,  John,  Jr.,  capt.,  88 
Russell  (Russel),  Matthew  T.,  j.p.,  18,  163 
Russell,  Noadiah,  j.p.,  16,  162 
Russell,  William,  prop,  is  boundary,  66 

Sabbath,  laws  on,  xv,  32,  32n 
Sabin,  Henry,  j.p.,  16,  162 
Sacket,  Reuben,  mortgage  to,  209 


Sackett  (Sacket),  Homer,  conservator  to 

sell  prop.,  208-9;  rep.  Warren,  82,  238; 

vote  in  H.R.,  147 
Sadd,  Noah,  j.p.,  12,  159 
Safford,  Joseph,  bond  of,  21 1 
Sage,  Barzillai,  ens.,  25 
Sage,  Ebenezer,  j.p.,  18,  163 
Sage,  Enoch,  rep.  Chatham,  5,  82,  152, 

238;  vote  in  H.R.,  148 
Sage,  Josiah,  col.,  164;  j.p.,  18, 163;  It.  col., 

98 
Sage,  Phillip,  ens.,  90;  It.,  248 
Sailors  (foreign),  unsuccessful  bill  on, 

299n 
St.  John,  Daniel,  j.p.,  17,  163 
St.  John,  Eliphalet,  j.p.,  14,  162,  271 
St.  John,  Samuel,  rep.  New  Canaan,  3,  81; 

vote  in  H.R.,  147 
St.  John,  Thomas,  rep.  Sharon,  238 
St.  John,  William,  j.p.,  15,  162,  271 
Salem,  eccl.  soc.  of,  boundary  of,  284 
Salem,  Mass.,  mentioned,  213n 
Salisbury,  town  of,  inhabitants  of,  5n,  72, 

143;  rep.,  4,  82, 152, 238;  tax  collection 

in,  210 
Salmon  Brook,  as  boundary,  299-300; 

bridge  on,  221 
Salter,  John,  j.p.,  16,  162;  rep.  Mansfield, 

81;voteinH.R.,  147 
Sanford,  Abel,  rep.  Wallingford,  236 
Sanford,  Daniel  C,  to  sell  incompetents' 

prop.,  135 
Sanford,  Elias  S.,  2nd  It.,  251;  cornet,  93 
Sanford,  Elihu,  j.p.,  13,  160 
Sanford,  Joel,  j.p.,  163;  rep.  New  Milford, 

152,238 
Sanford,  John,  rep.  Newtown,  81;  vote  in 

H.R.,  147 
Sanford,  Jonathan  R.,  j.p.,  15,  161 
Sanford,  Lemuel,  j.p.,  15,  161 
Sanford,  Miriam  (Mariam),  incompetent, 

135 
Sanford,  Oliver  C,  rep.  Weston,  151 
Sanford,  Thomas,  prop,  is  boundary,  135 
Sanford,  William,  Jr.,  cornet,  95 
Sanger,  Ebenezer,  ens.  167 
Sargeant,  Jacob,  to  form  Conn.  Asylum,  28 
Sargeant,  John,  j.p.,  13,  159 
Saugatuck,  store  in,  297n 
Savage,  Josiah,  j.p.,  163 
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Savage,  Luther,  name  removed,  1 13n 
Saybrook,  probate  district  of,  judge  apptd., 

10,  156 
Saybrook,  town  of,  inhabitants  of,  61;  rep., 
5,  82,  152,  238;  tpks.  in,  42,  43,  219- 
20,  275 
Saybrook  Platform,  and  religious  unifor- 
mity, xiv,  xvi 
Saybrook  Point,  location  of  Fort  Fenwick, 

61 
Scarborough,  Elias,  It.,  24 
Scarborough,  Godfrey,  j. p.,  12,  159 
Scarborough,  Jared,  to  form  Conn. 

Asylum,  28 
Scarborough,  Joseph,  j.p.,  16,  162;  rep. 

Pomfret,  237 
School  Fund,  appropriation  for  establish- 
ment of,   141,  141n,   142-43,   145; 
commissioner's  salary,  xxvi,  76,  139, 
225,  299;  and  Conn.  Asylum,  120n; 
controversies  over  commissioner, 
xxxviii-xxxix;  debts  to,  37-38,  265- 
66,  287-88;  excluded  from  general  ac- 
count, 184,  184n;  Federalists  praise, 
xxii;  financial  condition  of,  1 13n;  mort- 
gages to,  216-17,  216n;  payment  of 
interest  and  principal  to,  xxv-xxvi, 
116-17,  117n,  265-66,  266n;  payment 
from,  272-73.  See  also  Hillhouse, 
James. 
Schools,  acts  on,  xxv,  xliii,  105,  105n, 
184n,  184-85;  Assembly's  power  over, 
1;  and  school  fund,   117,   117n;  in 
Farmington,  198-99;  Federalists  on, 
xxix,  146-47;  in  lists,  272,  272n;  in 
Middletown,  216;  powers  of  districts, 
216n;  religious  instruction  in,  xv;  stock 
held  by,  18 In;  taxation  for  support  of, 
xliii,  184,  184n 
Scofield,  Ezekiel,  comt.  on  eccl.  soc,  286 
Scofield,  Joseph,  ens.,  87 
Scofield,  Reuben  (Reuben),  j.p.,  15,  161 
Scotland,  T.  Gallaudet  travels  to,  27n 
Scovil,  James  M.  L.,  rep.  Waterbury,  236 
Scovil,  Joseph,  rep.  Haddam,  238 
Scovill  (Scovil),  Ezra,  j.p.,  12,  159 
Scovill,  James,  rep.  Waterbury,  3 
Scovill  (Scoville),  Jonathan,  rep.  Salis- 
bury, 4,  82;  vote  in  H.R.,  147 
Scovill,  Ransom,  ens.,  91 


Scribner,  George,  ens.,  169 

Scudder,  Isaac,  capt.,  88 

Scudder,  Jesse,  capt.,  172 

Second  Church  of  Christ  in  Hartford,  inc., 
59,  59n;  minister  of,  36n 

Second  Great  Awakening,  and  Conn.  Bible 
Soc,  56n;  and  state  promotion  of  reli- 
gion, xvi 

Secretary  (State),  elected,  xxx,  6,  153-54; 
powers  and  duties  of,  39, 110, 191, 193, 
258-59,  268,  270;  salary,  77,  225; 
sworn,  188;  votes  for,  153n.  See  also 
Day,  Thomas. 

Sedgwick,  Benjamin,  j.p.,  163 

Sedgwick,  John  A.,  j.p.,  17 

Seeley,  Alfred,  ens.,  175 

Seeley,  David,  j.p.,  13 

Seeley  (Seelye),  Isaac  H.,  1st  It.,  251;  2nd 
It.,  93 

Seeley  (Seelye),  Nathan,  rep.  New  Canaan, 
151,237 

Seelye,  Nathan,  rep.  Danbury,  237 

Selby,  EphraimJ.p.,  12,  159 

Selden,  Calvin,  j.p.,  14,  161 

Selden,  Edward,  j.p.,  13,  159 

Selden,  Huntington,  It.,  179 

Selden,  Richard  E.,  rep.  Lyme,  237 

Selden,  Samuel  C,  maj.,  97 

Selectmen,  powers  and  duties  of,  xlvii- 
xlviii,  26,  26n,  29n,  30, 106, 106n,  261, 
263,  301,  305,  306,  309.  See  also 
Towns  (General). 

Selleck,  Jesse,  prop,  is  boundary,  131 

Selleck,  Samuel,  It.,  175 

Sellew,  James,  It.  col.  cmdt.,  165 

Sellew,  Phillip,  j.p.,  12,  159 

Senate  (U.S.),  and  coastal  survey,  267n. 
See  also  Congress  (U.S.) 

Senators  (U.S.),  and  encouragement  of 
manufactures,  189n;  mentioned,  147; 
and  naval  depot,  268;  prohibited  from 
serving  on  superior  court,  xli;  and  war 
debt  to  Conn.,  xxvii,  37 

Separation  of  Church  and  State,  in  U.S., 
xvi-xvii.  See  also  Ecclesiastical 
System;  Religion. 

Sermon,  Preached  on  the  Anniversary 
Election  (A.  Hint,  1816),  36n 

Sermon  Preached  at  the  Anniversary  Elec- 
tion (A.  McEwen,  1817),  188n  ' 
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Sessions,  Abijah,  j. p.,  19,  164 
Sessions,  Abijah,  Jr.,  ens.,  171 
Sessions,  Squire,  to  form  manufacturing 

co.,  193-94 
Seymour,  Charles,  to  form  Conn.  Asylum, 

27 
Seymour,  Chauncey.j. p.,  17,  163 
Seymour,  Henry,  rep.  Hartford.  2;  to  sell 

prop.,  64 
Seymour,  Ira,  2nd  It.,  95 
Shade,  George,  discharged  prisoner,  297- 

98 
Shakers.  See  United  Society  of  Believers. 
Sharon,  probate  district  of,  judge  apptd.,  9, 

156 
Sharon,  town  of,  inhabitants  of,  38,  189n. 

212;  prop,  in,  38,  216-17;  rep.,  4,  82, 

152,238 
Sharpe,  George,  capt.,  170 
Shaw.  Grizzel,  estate  of,  294 
Shayler,  Thomas,  It.,  168 
Shaylor,  Simon,  j.p.,  163;  rep.  Haddam. 

238 
Sheffield,  Mass.,  inhabitants  of,  72 
Sheldon.  Martin,  rep.  Suffield,  236; 
Sheldon,  Thomas,  and  school  fund,  38 
Shelton.  Almira,  minor,  292 
Shelton,  Benjamin  F.,  j.p.,  14,  161 
Shelton,  Charles,  rep.  Cheshire.  2,  80, 150; 

vote  in  H.R.,  148 
Shelton,  George,  1st  It.,  254 
Shelton,  Jennet,  minor,  292 
Shelton.  Joseph,  j.p.,  14,  161 
Shelton,  Lydia.  guardian,  292-93 
Shelton.  Russel.  minor.  292 
Shelton,  Victory,  estate  of.  292 
Shelton,  William,  j.p.,  161;  rep.  Hunting- 
ton. 81;  vote  in  H.R.,  148 
Shelton,  William  Nelson,  minor,  292 
Shelton  &  Kensett,  publish  map,  191, 191n 
Shephard  (Shepard),  Daniel,  j.p.,  18,  163 
Shephard.  Israel,  capt.,  88 
Shephard,  James,  maj.,  19 
Shephard,  Michael,  to  form  Conn.  Asylum, 

28 
Shephard  (Shepard),  Timothy,  j.p.,  14. 161 
Sheriffs,  fees  of,  102-5,  in  New  London 

County,   182,  263-64;  powers  and 

duties  of,  260 
Sherman,  Charles,  relief  for,  288. 288-89n 


Sherman,  Elijah,  Methodist  trustee,  1 14 

Sherman,  Elijah,  Jr.,  rep.  Woodbury,  152 

Sherman,  Elisha,  4th  It.,  254;  cornet,  177 

Sherman,  Joseph,  2nd  It.,  254;  3rd  It.,  177; 
4th  It.,  95 

Sherman,  Peter,  insolvency,  75-76,  124- 
25 

Sherman,  Philo,  Jr..  prop,  is  boundary,  135 

Sherman,  Roger  Minot,  asst.,  2,  79,  149, 
235;  comt.  on  Union  Co.,  224n;  counsel 
in  P.  Lung  case,  40;  to  count  votes,  5. 
153;  elected  asst.,  6,  154;  fails  at  re- 
nomination,  xlv;  nom.  asst.,  83;  sworn, 
7.  188 

Sherman,  Taylor,  estate  of,  116 

Sherman,  town  of,  listers  in,  42;  rep.,  3,  81, 
151,  237;  tpk.  in,  217n,  273 

Sherwood.  Aaron,  j.p.,  14,  161 

Sherwood,  David,  rep.  Huntington,  81; 
vote  in  H.R.,  148 

Sherwood,  Samuel  Burr,  asst.,  2,  79,  149; 
biog..  In;  to  count  votes,  83,  153; 
elected  asst.,  6;  elected  U.S.  congress- 
man, 84.  153n;  j.p.,  161;  nom.  asst.,  83; 
nom.  U.S.  Congressman,  7;  sworn,  7 

Shetucket  River,  bridges  over,  45-47,  46n; 
fisheries  in,  107n 

Shingles,  inspection  of,  35-36,  1 12n,  1 12- 
13,  257-58,  257n 

Shipman,  Joseph,  col.,  165 

Shipman,  Joseph  2d,  It.  col.,  98 

Shipman,  Joseph  2d,  ens.,  168;  It.,  244 

Shipman,  Nathaniel,  j.p.,  13;  j.p.  and 
quorum.  11,  157;  probate  judge,  9, 156; 
town  agent,  46n 

Sholes,  Jabez,  ens.,  174 

Shumway,  Alpheus,  capt.,  93 

Shute.  Thomas,  prop,  is  boundary,  208 

Signposts,  act  on,  260,  260n;  notices  to  be 
posted  on,  26 

Sigourney,  Charles,  to  form  Conn. 
Asylum,  27 

Sikes,  Alfred,  It.,  173 

Sikes.  Posthumous,  prop,  is  boundary,  291 

Sikes.  Shadrach,  prop,  is  boundary.  291 

Sikes.  Solomon,  maj.,  98 

Sill,  Elisha.  j.p.,  18,  164;  rep.  Saybrook, 
152 

Sill,  Elisha  N.,  j.p.,  159;  rep.  Windsor.  80. 
150;voteinH.R.,  148 
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Silliman,  David,  Baptist  trustee,  1 14 

Silliman,  Deodate  (Diodate),  j.p.,  14,  161 

Silliman,  Joseph,  j.p.  and  quorum,  1 1 

Silliman,  Nathaniel,  ens.,  175 

Silliman,  Thomas,  j.p.,  18,  164 

Simmons,  Alva,  j.p.,  16,  162 

Simmons,  Benjamin  C,  It.,  96 

Simsbury,  probate  district  of,  judge  apptd., 
9,  156 

Simsbury,  town  of,  rep.,  2,  80,  150,  236 

Sistare,  Joseph  C,  ens.,  40;  It.,  242 

Sistare,  William  C,  erroneous  militia  com- 
mission, 40 

Skidmore,  Amos,  pet.  on  pauper,  288 

Skidmore,  Samuel  B.,  2nd  It.,  93 

Skiff,  Joseph,  rep.  Kent,  81;  vote  in  H.R., 
147 

Skinner,  Ichabod  Lord,  comt.  on  tpk.,  122, 
219,  281n;  to  form  Conn.  Bible  Soc, 
56;  j.p.,  12,  159 

Slater,  Benjamin,  ens.,  250 

Smallpox,  acts  and  resolutions  on,  il,  263, 
263n,  269,  269n 

Smith,  Aaron,  j.p.,  17 

Smith,  Alexander  G.,  j.p.,  14,  161 

Smith,  Asahel,  ens.,  85 

Smith,  Azariah,  j.p.,  17,  163 

Smith,  Azariah,  It..  90 

Smith,  Barach  (Baruch?),  ens.,  174 

Smith,  Charles,  rep.  Greenwich,  151,  237 

Smith,  Charles,  rep.  Lyme,  80,  150;  vote  in 
H.R.,  148 

Smith,  Charles  A.,  ens.,  169 

Smith,  Chauncey,  capt.,  178 

Smith,  Chester,  j.p.,  161;  rep.  North 
Stonington,  3,  80;  vote  in  H.R.,  148 

Smith,  David  C,  prop,  is  boundary,  292 

Smith,  Ebenezer,  j.p.,  17,  163 

Smith,  Elihu  P.,  ens.,  168;  It.,  243 

Smith,  Erastus,  capt.,  246 

Smith,  Garrit,  j.p.,  17,  163 

Smith,  George,  to  form  Conn.  Asylum,  27 

Smith,  Ira,  j.p.,  13,  160 

Smith,  Jeremiah,  pet.  for  tpk.,  122 

Smith,  Job,  j.p.,  15,  161 

Smith,  John  2d,  j.p.,  14, 161 

Smith,  John  Cotton,  and  bible  soc.  move- 
ment, 56n;  biog.,  189n;  defeated  as 
gov.,  xxx;  elected  gov.,  xxii,  In,  6;  on 
forged  bank  notes,  108n;  gov.,  1,  79, 


149;  j.p.,  162;  on  manufactures,  xxii, 

xxv,  186n;  on  militia,  xxii,  xxv,  HOn; 

nom.  gov.,  xxi,  xxix;  receives  thanks  of 

Assembly,   188-89;  refers  const. 

amendments  to  Assembly,  37n;  salary, 

76,  139;  student  of,  5n;  sworn,  6;  votes 

for,  In,  153n.  See  also  Governor. 
Smith,  Joseph,  j.p.,  14,  161 
Smith,  Joseph  A.,  capt.,  167 
Smith,  Lyman,  Jr.,  1st  It.,  94 
Smith,  Miles,  ens.,  172 
Smith,  Nathan,  declines  congressional 

nom.,  7n;  j.p.  New  Haven  County,  13, 

160;  nom.  asst.,  xliv,  240;  nom.  U.S. 

congressman,  7;  and  reform  movement, 

xx ;  votes  for,  7n 
Smith,  Nathan,  j.p.  Fairfield  County,  15, 

161 
Smith,  Nathaniel,  apptd.  superior  court 

judge,  8,  155 
Smith,  Nathaniel,  capt.,  241;  It.,  85 
Smith,  Phinehas,  j.p.,  17,  163 
Smith,  Roger,  prop,  transaction,  294-95 
Smith,  Rufus,  j.p.,  161 
Smith,  Seabury,  ens.,  88 
Smith,  Seth,  j.p.,  14,  161 
Smith,  Theodore,  capt.,  96 
Smith,  Truman,  2nd  It.,  21 
Smith,  William,  ens.,  23 
Smith,  William,  Jr.,  It.,  242 
Smith,  Zephaniah  H.,  comt.  on  eccl.  soc, 

60,  199;  j.p.,  12,159 
Snow,  Benjamin,  j.p.,  13,  160 
Somers,  town  of,  rep.,  5,  82,  152,  239 
South  (U.S.),  political  practices  in,  304 
Southbury,  town  of,  inhabitants  of,  65, 269; 

rep.,  3,  80,  150,  236 
Southington,  town  of,  inhabitants  of,  139;, 

rep.,  2,  80,  150,  236;  tpk.  in,  280 
Southwick,  Mass.  (?),  travel  from,  220-21 
Spalding,  Luther,  j.p.,  13;  j.p.  and  quorum, 

11,157 
Speaker,  H.R.,  elected,  xlv,  5,  5n,  82,  82n, 

152,  152n,239,239n 
Spencer,  Abigail,  prop,  is  boundary,  69 
Spencer,  Ashbel,  prop,  is  boundary,  69 
Spencer,  Isaac,  Jr.,  rep.  East  Haddam,  238 
Spencer,  Isaac  2d,  comt.  on  tpk.,  278;  j.p., 

240;  probate  judge,  9,  156 
Spencer,  Leverett,  minor,  69 
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Spencer,  Lucius,  minor,  69 

Spencer,  Lydia,  guardian  to  sell  minors' 

prop.,  69-70 
Spencer,  Nathaniel,  to  form  Conn. 

Asylum,  28 
Spencer,  Nehemiah,  ens.,  248 
Spencer,  Roderick,  estate  of,  69 
Spencer,  Roderick,  minor,  69 
Spencer,  Israel  S.,  comt.  on  tpk.,  276 
Springfield,  Mass.,  bridge  in,  220-21;  tpk. 

in,  221,300 
Squires,  Alvin,  1st  It.,  94;  2nd  It.,  94 
Stafford,  probate  district  of,  judge  apptd., 

9,  156;  proceedings  in,  68,  202,  203 
Stafford,  town  of,  inhabitants  of,  201,  prop. 

in,  201-2;  rep.,  5,  82,  152,239 
Stamford,  probate  district  of,  judge  apptd., 

9,  156 
Stamford,  town  of,  eccl.  soc.  in,  286;  in- 
habitants of,  152n,  191n;prop.  in,  130- 

31;  rep.,  3  81,  151,  237;  rep.  in  debate, 

xlvii,  xxxv,  309 
Stand-Up  Law,  repeal  of,  xxiii,  xxxiii,  xliii, 

xlvi-il,  264,  264n,  301-26.  See  also 

Elections,  Election  Laws. 
Stanley,  George  W.,  comt.  on  tpk.,  281; 

j.p.,  13,  160;  probate  judge,  9,  156 
Stanley,  Roderick,  rep.  Plymouth,  238 
Stanley,  William,  j.p.,  17,  163 
Stannard,  John,  j.p.,  18,  164 
Stanwich,  eccl.  soc.  of,  list  of,  285 
Staples,  Seth  R,  apptd.  U.S.  presidential 

elector,  84;  counsel,  116;  j.p.,  13,  160; 

prop,  is  boundary,  70;  rep.  New  Haven, 

80;  speeches  in  H.R.,  142, 145^7;  vote 

in  H.R.,  147 
Staples,  Sophos,  capt.,  85 
Stark,  Abel,  discharged  prisoner,  72-73 
Stark,  Joshua,  duties  received  by,  61;  j.p., 

14,  161;  rep.  Bozrah,  3,  80;  vote  in 

H.R.,  148 
Starks,  Jabez  H.,  note  of,  72 
Starr,  Elias,  col.,  98 
Starr,  Friend,  comt.  to  accompany  O. 

Wolcott,  189;  rep.  Danbury,  151 
Starr,  Jared,  j.p.,  160 
Starr,  Nathan,  Jr.,  to  count  votes,  153;  rep. 

Middletown,  152,238 
Starr,  Nathan,  Jr.,  1st  It.,  22 


State  House  (Hartford),  council  chamber 
in,  191;  meeting  place,  28,57,  283;  re- 
pairs to,  60-61,  60n 

State  House  (New  Haven),  council  cham- 
ber in,  191 

State  Papers  and  Publick  Documents  of  the 
United  States  (1817),  purchased,  39, 
39n,  191,  191n 

State  Paupers.  See  Poor  Laws. 

State's  Attornies,  in  Middlesex  County,  40; 
powers  and  duties  of,  35,  109,  262 

Stearns,  Elisha,  j.p.,  18,  164 

Stebbins,  Samuel,  j.p.,  15,  161 

Stedman,  James,  j.p.,  13,  160 

Steele,  Daniel,  j.p.,  160;  rep.  Waterbury, 
80,  150;  vote  in  H.R.,  148 

Stephens,  Ashbel,  It.,  91 

Stephenson,  William,  alien  to  hold  prop., 
71 

Sterling,  Ansel,  j.p.,  17,  163 

Sterling,  Elisha,  apptd.  U.S.  presidential 
elector,  84;  biog.,  5n,  clerk,  H.R.,  5,  82, 
82n;  comt.  on  tpk.,  45;  j.p.,  17,  163; 
probate  judge,  9,  156;  rep.  Salisbury,  4, 
82;  speech  in  H.R.,  143;  vote  in  H.R., 
147 

Sterling,  town  of,  rep.,  4,  81,  151,  237 

Stevens,  David,  capt.,  256;  It.,  96 

Stevens,  James,  on  appointment  of  j.p.s, 
xxxvii;  biog.,  190-91n;  comt.  on  taxa- 
tion, 190;  eccl.  soc.  agent,  286;  on 
judicial  tenure,  xlii;  motion  on  select 
comt.,  xxxv;  rep.  Stamford,  151,  237; 
signs  address,  xliii;  on  stand-up  law, 
xlvii,  303,  323 

Stevens,  James  or  Nathaniel,  speech  on 
stand-up  law,  326 

Stevens,  Luman,  ens.,  247 

Stevens,  Nathaniel,  rep.  Norfolk,  4,  81, 
152,  238;  vote  in  H.R.,  147 

Stevens,  Reuben,  prop,  is  boundary,  220 

Steward,  Amos,  ens.,  245 

Stewart,  Alexander,  j.p.,  14,  161 

Stiles,  Benjamin,  j.p.,  13 

Stiles,  Benoni,  Jr.,  2nd  It.,  92 

Stiles,  Isaac,  3rd  It.,  252 

Stilson,  Asahel,  ens.,  88 

Stocking,  Anson,  It.,  247 

Stocking,  Jeremiah,  rep.  Glastonbury,  79, 
150,  236;  vote  in  H.R.,  148 
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Stocking,  Jozeb,  rep.  Middletown,  5 
Stockman,  William,  j.p.,  161;  rep.  New 

London,  236 
Stoddard,  Abiram  (Abriam),  rep.  Oxford, 

80;  vote  in  H.R.,  148 
Stoddard,  Ebenezer,  j.p.,  16 
Stoddard,  Harvey,  capt.,  246 
Stoddard,  Israel,  ens.,  247 
Stoddard,  Simeon,  It.,  86 
Stone,  James,  prop,  is  boundary,  69 
Stone,  Leman,  comt.  on  Indian  lands,  270 
Stone,  William,  to  count  votes,  153;  j.p., 

12,  159;  rep.  Canton,  149 
Stonington,  borough  of,  prop,  in,  291-92 
Stonington,  probate  district  of,  judge 

apptd.,  9,  156;  proceedings  in,  133, 

205-6,  292 
Stonington,  town  of,  bridge  in,  58-59,  58n; 

factory  in,  195n;  inhabitants  of,  48, 

142;  rep.,  3,  80,   150,  237;  rep.  in 

debate,  xxvii;  tpk.  in,  218,  218n,  278 
Storrs,  Lemuel,  j.p.  and  quorum,  12 
Storrs,  Lemuel,  capt.,  22 
Storrs,  Lemuel  G.,  col.,  166;  It.  col.,  101 
Storrs,  Royal,  j.p.,  16,  162 
Storrs,  Zalmon,  j.p.,   16,   162;  rep. 

Mansfield,  4 
Stoughton,  John,  Jr.,  j.p.,  12, 159;  rep.  East 

Windsor,  2,  79,  149,  236;  town  agent, 

215n;voteinH.R.,  147 
Stow,  Edward,  cornet,  93 
Stow,  Joshua,  nom.  asst.,  240 
Straits  Tpk.  Co.,  pet.  by,  221,  22 In 
Stratford,  probate  district  of,  judge  apptd., 

10,  157;  proceedings  in,  134 
Stratford,  town  of,  bridge  in,  277;  Golden 

Hill  Indians  in,  288,  288n;  inhabitants 

of,  134;  rep.,  4,  81,151,237 
Street,  Thaddeus,  col.,  241;  It.  col.,  241; 

maj.,  99 
Street,  William  J.,  rep.  Norwalk,  237 
Strickland,  Charles  W.,  ens.,  242 
Strickland,  Jonah,  rep.  Bolton,  5,  82;  vote 

in  H.R.,  148 
Strict  Congregational  Soc.  (Woodbury), 

inc.,  125-26,  125n 
Strong,  Asahel,  rep.  Durham,  238 
Strong,  Asahel  H.,  j.p.,  18,  163 
Strong,  Caverly,  incompetent,  208-9 
Strong,  David  S.,  It.,  256 


Strong,  Erastus,  It.,  96 

Strong,  John,  Jr.,  j.p.,  17,  163;  probate 
judge,  9,  156 

Strong,  Judah,  j.p.,  18,  164 

Strong,  Judah,  Jr.,  ens.,  179 

Strong,  Kellogg,  ens.,  249 

Strong,  Martin,  j.p.,  17,  163;  j.p.  and 
quorum,  158 

Strong,  Nathan,  Jr.,  to  form  Conn.  Asylum, 
27 

Sturges,  Ezekiel,  j.p.,  15,  162 

Sturges,  Lewis  Burr,  j.p.,  14,  161;  nom. 
U.S.  congressman,  7 

Subpoenas,  j.p. s  to  issue,  101,  lOln 

Subscribers  to  the  Fund  in  East  Guilford, 
inc.,  127-28,  127n 

Suffield,  town  of,  prop,  in,  291;  rep.,  2,  80, 
150,  236;  tpk.  in,  221,  300 

Suffrage.  See  Franchise  and  Suffrage. 

Suits,  in  equity,  28-29 

Summonses,  j.p. s  to  issue,  101,  lOln 

Superior  Court,  accts.  of,  262;  act  on,  33, 
33n;  clerks'  fees,  lOln;  composition, 
powers,  and  duties  of,  xli-xlii,  31,  33, 
43,  104,  229-31,  230n;  in  Danbury, 
297;  in  Fairfield  County,  297,  297n, 
298;  in  Hartford  County,  57,  211,  289; 
judges  apptd.,  xlii(n),  8,  8n,  154-55, 
154n;  in  Litchfield  County,  72;  mem- 
bers of  xx,  xxi,  In;  in  Middlesex 
County,  xx;  in  New  Haven  County,  132; 
in  New  London  County,  48-49;  in 
Tolland  County,  211;  proceedings  in, 
72,  296,  297;  writs  returnable  to,  185n. 
See  also  Supreme  Court  of  Errors. 

Supreme  Court  (U.S.),  and  separation  of 
church  and  state,  xvi 

Supreme  Court  of  Errors,  composition  of, 
xli,  reporter  of,  77,  225.  See  also  Supe- 
rior Court. 

Swan,  Cyrus,  j.p.,  17, 163;  j.p.  and  quorum, 
158;  rep.  Sharon,  82;  vote  in  H.R.,  147 

Swan,  Cyrus,  capt.,  169;  ens.,  87 

Sweetland,  Eleazer,  col.,  100 

Swift,  Augustus  B.,  ens.,  88;  It.,  172 

Swift,  Barzelai,  j.p.,  16 

Swift,  Eliphalet,  j.p.,  14,  161 

Swift,  Philo,  rep.  Cornwall.  81,  151;  vote 
in  H.R.,  147 

Swift,  Rufus,  j.p.,  18,  163 
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Swift,  Zephaniah,  apptd.  chief  judge,  supe- 
rior court,  8,  154;  and  independence  of 
judiciary,  xx,  xli;  as  rationalist,  xvi(n) 

Tailor.  See  Taylor. 

Taintor,  Solomon,  rep.  Hampton,  4,  151; 

Talcott,  Joseph,  j. p.,  18,  164 

Talcott,  Mosely,  capt.,  248 

Talcott,  Phinehas,  j.p.,  19,  164;  rep. 
Vernon,  5 

Talcott,  Russell,  to  form  Conn.  Asylum,  27 

Talcott  (Talcot)  Mountain  Tpk.  Co.,  route 
of,45,45n,  121-22,  121n 

Tallmadge  (Talmadge),  Benjamin,  de- 
clines nom.  for  Congress,  xxv,  7n;  nom. 
U.S.  Congressman,  7 

Tallmadge,  John,  j.p.,  17,  163 

Tanner,  Ebenezer,  j.p.,  17,  163 

Tariff  of  1816  (U.S.),  and  promotion  of 
manufactures,  xviii,  xxxii,  233 

Tavernkeepers,  as  j.p. s,  xxxvii-xxxviii(n) 

Taxation  and  Assessment,  collectors  of,  1; 
comt.  on,  xxxv,  xxxix,  190,  190-9 In, 
268;  ecclesiastical,  xiv-xvii,  xxvii,  xl, 
126,  127,  127n,  179-80,  179n,  180-81; 
exemptions  from,  xv,  39,  57,  186,  214, 
233,  259-60;  in  Farmington,  62;  in 
New  England,  229,  229n;  in  North 
Haven,  209-10,  209n;  in  North 
Stonington,  210;  reform  of,  as  political 
issue,  xii,  xxi,  xxx,  xxxv,  xxxix-xl, 
xliv,  xlvi;  relief,  xxv,  106,  106n;  Re- 
publicans on,  xii,  xxi,  xxx;  in  Salisbury, 
210;  and  support  of  schools,  xliii,  105, 
105n,  184;  tax  on  list  (1816),  36, 
(1817),  189;  in  War  of  1812,  77n;  in 
West  Hartford,  74n;  O.  Wolcott  on,  xlv, 
xxxii-xxxiii,  227-29,  229n.  See  also 
Listers. 

Taylor,  Asa,  ens.,  175;  It.,  250 

Taylor,  Childs,  rep.  Hartland,  150,  236 

Taylor,  Jeremiah,  col.,  99 

Taylor,  John,  j.p.,  12 

Taylor,  Jonathan  H.,  It.,  89 

Taylor,  Nathaniel,  j.p.,  17,  163 

Taylor,  Phineas,  rep.  Danbury,  237;  in 
stand-up  law  debate,  303,  304 

Taylor,  Phineas  or  Childs,  in  stand-up  law 
debate,  308,  310,  326 

Taylor,  Samuel,  j.p.,  14,  161 


Taylor,  Seth,  j.p.,  15,  161 

Taylor,  Thomas,  j.p.,  14,  162 

Taylor,  William,  ens.,  171 

Taylor,  William,  j.p.,  17,  163;  rep.  New 
Milford,  81;  voteinH.R.,  147 

Terry,  Eliphalet,  pet.  on  Hartford  maga- 
zine, 223n;  to  form  Conn.  Asylum,  27 

Terry,  Elisha,  town  agent,  46n 

Terry,  Henry,  j.p.,  12,  160;  probate  judge, 
10,  157 

Terry,  Nathaniel,  apptd.  U.S.  presidential 
elector,  84;  biog.,  153n;  comt.  on  State 
House,  60-61,  60n;  elected  U.S.  con- 
gressman, 153n;  to  form  Conn. 
Asylum,  27;  j.p.,  12,  159;  nom.  asst., 
83;  nom.  U.S.  congressman,  7 

Terry,  Seth,  j.p.,  12,  159;  to  form  Conn. 
Asylum,  27;  pet.  for  bible  soc,  56n 

Textiles  (General),  relief  for  manufacturers 
of,  186,  186n,  189-90,  189n 

Thacher,  Eliza,  minor,  70 

Thacher,  Israel  M.,  260,  minor,  70 

Thacher,  Mary  Ann,  minor,  70 

Thames  River,  Mohegan  lands  on,  222n; 
operations  of  Norwich  Channel  Co.  in, 
54-56 

Thatcher,  Abijah,  2nd  It.,  254 

Thatcher,  Peter,  to  form  Conn.  Asylum,  28 

Thatcher,  William,  guardian,  70 

Thatcher,  William,  minor,  70 

Thomas,  Ailing,  It.,  91 

Thomas,  Charles,  rep.  Norwich,  3 

Thomas,  John,  j.p.,  13,  160 

Thomas,  Justus,  comt.  on  eccl.  law,  179n; 
j.p.,  13,  160;  rep.  Woodbridge,  3,  80, 
150,  236;  voteinH.R.,  147 

Thomas,  Peleg,  j.p.,  16 

Thomas,  Peleg,  Jr.,  j.p.,  16,  162 

Thomas,  Simeon,  j.p.,  13,  160 

Thompson,  Charles,  ens.,  249 

Thompson,  David,  j.p.  13,  160 

Thompson,  Henry,  ens.,  248 

Thompson,  Isaac,  j.p.,  13,  160 

Thompson,  James,  capt.,  85;  rep.  East 
Haven,  3,  80;  vote  in  H.R.,  147 

Thompson,  Samuel,  ens.,  167;  It.,  167 

Thompson,  town  of,  rep.,  4,  81,  151,  238 

Thomson,  John,  Jr.,  It.,  246 

Thomson,  Mark,  capt.,  246 

Thorp,  Joel,  2nd  It.,  95 
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Thorp,  Walter,  to  sell  minors'  prop.,  291 
Tibbals,  Samuel,  prop,  is  boundary,  202 
Tibbals  (Tibbills,  Tibbets),  Stephen,  rep. 

Haddam,  152;  j.p.,  18,  163 
Tibbits,  Moses,  It.,  173 
Tiffany,  Richard,  It.,  167 
Tilden,  Joseph,  ens.,  173;  It.,  247 
Tilden,  Stephen  D.,  rep.  Lebanon,  151, 237 
Times,  The  (Hartford),  on  appointment  of 
j.p.s,  xxxvii;  reports  legislative  debates, 
iii 
Tinker,  Harris,  j.p.,  161;  rep.  Lyme,  3 
Tinker,  Samuel,  to  form  Conn.  Asylum,  27 
Tisdale,  Billings,  2nd  It.,  251 
Titus,  Starr,  ens.,  88 
Todd,  Eli,  nom.  asst.,  240 
Todd,  Jonathan,  j.p.,  13, 160;  toformcorp., 

127 
Todd,  William,  j.p.,  160 
Tolerationists,  Toleration  and  Reform 
Movement,  and  appointment  of  j.p.s, 
xxxvi-xxxvii;  criticize  Council,  xxxiv; 
and  eccl.  system,  religion,  xxvii-xxviii, 
xxix-xxx;  and  fall  1816  election,  xxiv; 
and  fall  1817  election,  xliv-xlv;  and  ju- 
diciary, xlii;  members  of,  xlii(n),  xlvii, 
239n;  newspapers  associated  with,  iv; 
xxx,  2n,  79n;  party  nomenclature, 
xix(n);  party  strength  in  H.R.,  xxii, 
xxii(n),  xxiv,  xxx,  il,  2n,  79n,  235n;  as 
reform  coalition,  xi,  xix-xx,  xxiii;  on 
school  funding,  117n;  and  spring  1816 
election,  xix,  xxi-xxii;  and  spring  1817 
election,  xxix-xxxi,  xxx(n);  and  stand- 
up  law,  xlvi-il;  votes  for  candidates,  In, 
153n.  See  also  the  index  entries  for  the 
other  names  and  components  of  the 
reform  coalition:  Dissenters;  Re- 
formers; Republicans. 
Tolland,  county  of,  common  pleas  judge 
apptd.,  8,  155;  j.p.  and  quorum  apptd., 
12, 158-59;  j.p.  apptd.,  18-19,  164;  su- 
perior court  in,  211 
Tolland,  town  of,  land  in,  68;  prop,  in,  201, 

203;  rep.,  5,  82,  152,  238 
Tolls,  Chauncey,  rep.  Woodbridge,  236 
Tomlinson,  Daniel,  j.p.,  14,  161;  rep. 

Brookfield,  80;  vote  in  H.R.,  147 
Tomlinson,  David,  j.p.,  13, 160;  nom.  asst., 
xxiv,  xxxi,  83,  240 


Tomlinson,  Gideon,  biog.,  239n;  clerk, 
H.R.,  239;  comt.  on  election  law,  264n; 
to  count  votes,  153;  on  eccl.  system, 
179n;  j.p.,  161;  on  naval  depot,  267n; 
rep.  Fairfield,  151,  237;  in  stand-up  law 
debates,  xlvii,  xlviii,  324-25;  votes  for, 
239n 
Tomlinson,  Jabez  H.,  j.p.,  15,  161 
Tomlinson,  John  L.,  capt.,  94;  comt.  on 

Indian  lands,  270;  j.p.,  13,  160 
Tompkins,  Daniel,  elected  U.S.  Vice  Presi- 
dent, 84n 
Torrey  (Torry),  Hobart,  j.p.,  16,  162 
Torrey,  William,  rep.  Killingly,  4 
Torrington,  town  of,  inhabitants  of,  210- 

11;  rep.,  4,  82,  152,238 
Tourtelot,  Abraham,  capt.,  245;  It.,  170 
Towns  (General),  and  admission  of  free- 
men, 26;  Assembly's  power  over,  1; 
clerks'  duties,  xl,  180,  301,  305;  and 
eccl.  affiliation,  taxation,  xv,  xl;  eccl. 
socs.  overlapping,  260n;  highways  in, 
30;  and  Indian  paupers,  288,  288-89n; 
and  smallpox,  263,  263n,  269n;  and 
stand-up  law,  301-26;  and  tax  assess- 
ment, 106,  117n;  treasuries  of,  108, 
109n.  See  also  Selectmen. 
Townsend,  Kneeland,  prop,  is  boundary, 

70 
Tracy,  Daniel,  capt.,  243;  It.,  168 
Tracy  (Tracey),  Eleazer,  disputed  election, 

2n;  j.p.,  14,  161;  rep.  Franklin,  3 
Tracy  (Tracey),  Elisha,  to  form  bridge  co., 
46;  motions  on  stand-up  law,  xlviii, 
301,  302,  303,  305,  322;  rep.  Norwich, 
80,  236;  vote  in  H.R.,  148 
Tracy,  Elisha  or  Joshua,  in  stand-up  law 

debate,  310,  319,  320-22 
Tracy  (Tracey),  Freeman,  j.p.,  14,  161;  rep. 

Lisbon,  150 
Tracy,  Joshua,  rep.  Franklin,  236 
Tracy,  Stephen,  capt.,  174 
Tracy,  Susan,  to  form  Conn.  Asylum,  27 
Tracy,  Zebediah  (Zebadiah),  j.p.,  16,  162 
Treadwell,  Jabez,  rep.  New  Fairfield,  237 
Treadwell,  John,  and  American  Board, 
213n;  apptd.  Newgate  overseer,  154; 
j.p.,  12,  159 
Treasurer,  Treasury  (State),  accts.  to  be  au- 
dited, 42,  154,  240;  election  of,  xxx, 
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xxxviii,  6,  153-54;  mentioned,  xxvii, 

140-43, 145:  general  powers  and  duties 

of,  xxviii,  35,   109,   109n,   112.   114. 

180-81,  184,  262,  265;  salary,  76,  139, 

224,  299;  specific  duties  and  actions  of, 

13-18.  36-38,  40,  47,  58-63,  72-73, 

77,  85,  116-17,  132,  137.  159-60,  162- 

64.  189,  204,  209-11,  214.  217,  272- 

73,  285-87,  289,  296-98;  sworn,  188; 

votes  for,  153n.  See  also  Kingsbury, 

Andrew. 
Treat.  Abijah,  j.p.,  17,  163 
Treat,  Imar,  insolvency.  139 
Treat.  James,  Baptist  trustee,  1 14;  to  form 

bridge  co.,  46 
Treat,  John,  j.p.,  12,  159 
Treat,  Joseph,  prop,  is  boundary,  71 
Treat.  Leveret,  2nd  It.,  253 
Treat,  Stephen  A.,  insolvency,  139 
Trinitv  Church,  New  Haven,  rector  of, 

30 In,  302 
Trott,  John  P.,  comt.  on  eccl.  law,  179n; 

comt.  to  thank  J.C.  Smith,  188;  rep. 

New  London.  3.  80,  150;  vote  in  H.R., 

148 
Trowbridge.  William,  capt.,  22 
Trumbull.  Benjamin,  to  count  votes,  5:  j.p., 

14.  161;  rep.  Colchester,  3 
Trumbull,  John,  apptd.  superior  court 

judge,  8,  155 
Trumbull,  Joseph,  j.p..  12,  159;  to  form 

Conn.  Asylum,  27:  trustee,  64 
Trumbull,  town  of,  rep.,  4,  81,  151,  237 
Tryon,  Moses,  Jr.,  to  form  Conn.  Asylum. 

27 
Tucker,  A.  Waldo,  minor,  132 
Tucker.  Erastus.  It.,  179 
Tucker,  Thomas,  prop,  is  boundary,  208 
Tudor,  Henry,  alien  to  hold  prop.,  136 
Tudor,  Samuel,  Jr.,  to  form  Conn.  Asylum, 

27 
Tuller,  Asaph,  capt.,  92 
Tulley  (Tully),  Samuel,  j.p.  18,  164 
Turkey  Hills,  meeting  house  in.  300 
Turner.  David,  j.p.,  14. 161:  rep.  Montville. 

150 
Turner.  Ebenezer,  j.p.,  14,  161 
Turner.  John,  capt.,  97 
Turnpikes  (General),  act  on,  26-27,  26n: 

destruction  of  gate  of,  298;  joint  comt. 


on,  xxxvi(n);  Assembly's  powers  over, 
1-li;  rejected  bills  on,  26n:  tolls  and  fees 
on,  26-27,  26n,  103 

Turnpikes  (Specific).  Boston  Tpk.  Co.,  74- 
75,  75n,  120-21,  121n;  Cheshire  Tpk., 
137,  219;  Chester  and  North  Killing- 
worth  Tpk.  Co.,  1,  42-44,  42n,  218, 
218n,  275-76,  275n;  Dragon  Tpk.  Co., 
1-li,  75,  75n,  122-23,  218-19,  278-80, 
278-79n;  Granby  and  Barkhemstead 
Tpk.  Co.,  li,  220-21,  22 In,  299-300 
300n;  Greenwoods  Tpk.  Co.,  44-45 
44n,  221,  299:  Groton  and  Stonington 
Tpk.  Co.,  218,  218n,  277-78,  278n 
Hartland  Tpk.  Co.,  300;  Hebron  and 
Middle  Haddam  Tpk.  Co..  137,  137n 
Killingworth  and  Haddam  Tpk.  Co. 
42,  220;  Mohegan  Tpk.,  63,  63n;  New 
Haven  and  Cheshire  Tpk.  Co.,  280-81 
New  Miford  and  Sherman  Tpk.  Co. 
217,  217n,  273-74,  273n:  Oxford  Tpk 
Co.,  217;  Pettipauge  and  Guilford  Tpk 
Co..  2 19-20, 220n,  28 1 ,  28  In;  Rimmon 
Falls  Tpk.  Co..  217,  217n;  Straits  Tpk. 
Co..  221,  22 In;  Talcott  Mountain  Tpk. 
Co.,  45,  45n,  121-22.  121n;  Windham 
and  Mansfield  Tpk.  Co.,  214,  214n; 
Wolcott  and  Hamden  Tpk.  Co..  137- 
38,  138n,  219,  280-81,  281n 

Tuttle.  Leverett.  capt.,  24 

Tuttle,  Uriel.  It.  col.,  99 

Tuttle,  Stephen,  ens.,  249 

Twining,  Stephen,  guardian  to  purchase 
prop.,  293-94:  j.p..  13,  160 

Tyler,  Bishop,  rep.  Griswold,  236 

Tyler.  Elisha.  ens.,  255 

Tyler,  James.  Jr..  capt.,  179 

Tyler.  John,  j.p..  14.  161:  rep.  Griswold,  3 

Tyler,  John  B.,  j.p.,  14,  161 

Ufford,  Elijah,  j.p..  15,  161 

Uhlhom.  John  F..  alien  to  hold  prop.,  296 

Union,  town  of,  listers  in;  272-73;  rep.  5, 

82,  152.239 
Union  Bridge,  as  boundary,  284 
Union  College,  graduates  of,  36n 
Union  Company,  operations  of,  li,  224, 

224n 
United  Society  of  Believers  (Shakers),  mi- 
litia exemption.  120.  120n 


INDEX  TO  VOLUME  XVIII 


385 


United  States,  accused  of  fiscal  extrava- 
gance, xxxviii;  artillery  from,  266-67, 
267n;  cession  of  land  to,  il,  258-59, 
258n;  military  expenses  due  to  Conn., 
xxvii,  xxviii,  37,  37n,  113-14,  120n, 
141-46;  naturalization  for,  212; 
number  of  deaf  persons  in,  27n;  pro- 
posed naval  depot  of,  il,  267,  267n; 
reciprocal  rights,  299n;  stock  and  funds 
of,  116, 117,  184;  in  War  of  1812,  xviii, 
xxi.  See  also  Bank  of  the  United  States; 
Congress  (U.S.);  House  of  Representa- 
tives (U.S.);  President  (U.S.); 
Representatives  (U.S.);  Senate  (U.S.); 
Senators  (U.S.);  Tariff  of  1816;  Vice 
President  (U.S.). 

Upper  House.  See  Council. 

Usury,  act  on,  xxiii,  33,  33n 

Vaccination.  See  Smallpox. 

Value,  John  P.  V.  R.,  alien  to  hold  prop., 

296; 
Vanden  Heuvel,  John  C,  guardian  to  sell 

minors'  prop.,  294 
Vanden  Heuvel,  Justine,  minor,  294 
Vanden  Heuvel,  Susan,  minor,  294 
Vanden  Huevel.  Charles  A.,  heir,  294 
Vantress,  Daniel,  ens.,  168 
Vernon,  town  of,  rep.  5,  82,  152,  239 
Vessels  (foreign),  sailors  on,  299n 
Vice  President  (U.S.),  election  of,  36-37, 

37n,  192,  192n;  electors  appted.,  84 
Viets,  Abner,  prop,  is  boundary,  300 
Viets,  Dan,  pet.  on  tpk.,  300,  300n 
Virginia,  state  of,  residents  of,  84n;  separa- 
tion of  church  and  state  in,  xvii 
Voluntown,  town  of,  inhabitants  of,  207; 
prop,  in,  207;  rep.,  4,  81,  151,  238 

Wadsworth,  Daniel,  to  form  Conn. 

Asylum,  27;  to  form  Conn.  Bible  Soc, 

56;  trustee,  64 
Wadsworth,  James,  Jr.,  It.,  171 
Wadsworth,  Mehitable,  to  form  Conn. 

Asylum,  27 
Wadsworth,  Roger,  prop,  is  boundary.  69 
Wadsworth,  Sidney,  1st  It.,  93 
Wait,  Remick,  j.p.,  14,  161 
Wait,  Thomas  B.,  and  Sons,  publishes  U.S. 

state  papers,  39 


Wakefield,  George,  alien  to  hold  prop.,  1 36 

Wakely,  Stiles,  It.,  247 

Walcott,  Jonathan,  rep.  Windham,  81,  151; 

voteinH.R.,  148 
Waldo,  Roger,  to  count  votes,  153;  rep. 

Mansfield,  151,237 
Waldo,  Zaccheus,  rep.  Windham,  81,  151 
Walker,  Burr,  ens.,  169 
Walker,  Caleb,  j.p.,  19,  164 
Walker,  Timothy,  j.p.,  14 
Walker,  William,  j.p.,  16,  162 
Walkley,  Gurdon,  ens.,  168 
Wallace,  Hiram,  ens.,  256 
Wallace,  William  B.,  1st  It.,  256;  3rd  It.,  85 
Wallingford,  probate  district  of,  judge 

apptd.,  9,  156 
Wallingford,  town  of,  eccl.  soc.  in,  286-87; 

inhabitants  of,  138,  215;  rep.,  3,  80, 

150,  236 
Wanzer,  Gideon,  prop,  is  boundary,  273 
Wanzer,  John,  prop,  is  boundary,  217,  273 
Ward,  Henry,  j.p.,  160 
Ward,  James,  to  form  Conn.  Asylum,  27 
Ward,  Joel,  j.p.,  16,  162 
Ward,  Thomas,  rep.  New  Haven,  236 
Warehouse  Point,  road  to,  300 
Warner,  David  R.,  to  form  manufacturing 

co.,  193 
Warner,  Ichabod  M.,  j.p.,  18,  164 
Warner,  Jonathan,  j.p.,  18,  164 
Warner,  Oliver,  Jr.,  cornet,  253 
Warner,  Reuben,  j.p.,  17,  163 
Warner,  Richard,  prop,  is  boundary,  221, 

300 
Warner,  Selden,  comt.  on  tpk.,  276;  j.p.,  14, 

161 
War  of  1812,  Conn,  expenses  in,  xxii, 

xxvii,  37,  37n,  113-14,  140-46;  and 

Conn,  politics,  xviii-xix,  xxi,  xxiv; 

economic  effects  of,  xxxii,  1,  129n;  I. 

Hull  in,  265n;  mentioned,  xi,  267n;  J. 

C.  Smith  as  war  gov.,  189n;  taxation 

for,  77n 
Warrants  and  Executions,  act  on,  259-60. 

259n 
Warren,  Moses,  comt.  on  tpk.,  122,  219, 

278;  j.p.,   14;  j.p.  and  quorum,   158; 

nom.  asst.,  240;  rep.  Lyme,  237 
Warren,  Moses  or  Samuel  B.,  in  debate  on 

stand-up  law,  303,  307,  310 
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Warren,  Samuel  B.,  rep.  Norwalk,  81,  151, 

237;  vote  in  H.R.,  148 
Warren,  town  of,  inhabitants  of,  208;  prop. 

in,  208-9;  rep.,  4,  82,  152,238 
Washburn,  Aaron,  ens.,  97 
Washington,  D.C.,  mentioned,  xviii 
Washington,  George,  U.S.  president,  O. 

Wolcott  serves  under,  xxi,  xxxii 
Washington,  Mass.,  inhabitants  of,  204 
Washington,  town  of,  inhabitants  of,  208- 

9;  prop,  in,  208-9;  rep.,  4, 82, 152, 238 
Waterbury,  eccl.  soc.  of,  members  of,  284 
Waterbury,  Harry,  discharged  prisoner,  298 
Waterbury,  John  4th,  to  hold  land,  130-31 
Waterbury,  Nathaniel,  Jr.,  2nd  It.,  96 
Waterbury,  probate  district  of,  judge 

apptd.,  10,  157 
Waterbury,  town  of,  inhabitants  of,  212, 

284,  284n;  rep.,  3,  80,  150, 236;  tpk.  in, 

280 
Waterford,  town  of,  listers  in,  42;  rep.,  3, 

80,  150,  237 
Waterman,  Young,  sentence  of,  298 
Watertown,  town  of,  listers  in,  223-24; 

rep.,  4,  82,  152,238 
Watkinson,  John  R.,  prop,  is  boundary,  206 
Watrous,  Daniel,  rep.  Colchester,  236 
Watrous,  John  R.,  comt.  to  accompany  O. 

Wolcott,   189;  j.p.,   14,   161;  rep. 

Colchester,  3,  80,  150 
Watrous,  Reuben,  ens.,  249 
Watson,  William,  to  form  Conn.  Asylum, 

27 
Webb,  Benjamin,  prop,  is  boundary,  201 
Webb,  Constant,  payment  to,  276 
Webb,  John,  ens.,  243 
Webb,  John  W.,  attempt  on  life  of,  298 
Webb,  Peter,  nom.  asst.,  240 
Webb,  Samuel,  j.p.,  15,162 
Webster,  Cyprian,  rep.  Harwinton,  4 
Webster,  David,  j.p.,  12,  159 
Webster,  Simeon  ML,  rep.  Lebanon,  237 
Weed,  Benjamin,  comt.  on  eccl.  soc,  286 
Welch,  Benjamin,  j.p.,  17,  163 
Welch,  John,  j.p.,  163 
Wells,  Andrew,  capt.,  176 
Wells,  James  H.,  to  form  Conn.  Asylum,  27 
Wells,  John  H.,  capt.,  23;  j.p.,  18;  It.  col.; 

166;  maj.,  101 


Wells     (Welles),     Jonathan,     rep. 

Glastonbury,  2,  79,  150;  vote  in  H.R., 

148 
Wells,  Joseph,  to  form  Conn.  Asylumm,  28 
Wells,  Oliver,  j.p.,  18,  163 
Wells,  Samuel,  j.p.,  159 
Wells,  Sylvester,  comt.  on  election  sermon, 

36;  nom.  asst.,  240;  rep.  Hartford,  2 
Wells,  eccl.  soc.  of,  list,  286-87 
Welton,  Bela,  maj.,  241 
Welton,  Titus,  j.p.,  13 
West,  Ephraim,  rep.  Tolland,  5 
West,  Samuel,  Jr.,  col.,  99 
West  Hartford,  eccl.  soc.  of,  pet.  for  inc.  as 

town,  74,  74n 
Westerly,  R.I.,  tpk.  to,  218,  277 
Western  Reserve,  lands  in,  xxvi,  141  n 
Western  territories,  emigration  to,  xxxii; 

missionary  work  in,  xvi,  223,  223n 
Westfield,  Mass.,  travel  from,  220 
Weston,  town  of,  rep.,  4,  81,  151,  237 
Wethersfield,  town  of,  pet.  on  Union  Co., 

224;  prop,  in,  200;  rep.,  2, 80, 150, 236 
Wetmore,  Lyman,  j.p.,  17,  163;  rep.  Tor- 

rington,  152,  238 
Wetmore,  Victory,  j.p.,  15 
Wheeler,  Abel,  j.p.,  13,  160 
Wheeler,  Amos  H.,  rep.  Trumbull,  81;  vote 

in  H.R.,  148 
Wheeler,  Calvin,  Jr.,  j.p.,  162;  rep.  Weston, 

151 
Wheeler,  Charles,  to  form  manufacturing 

co.,  195-97 
Wheeler,  Daniel,  3rd  It.,  177 
Wheeler,  Ebenezer,  rep.  Trumbull,  237 
Wheeler,  James,  It.,  86 
Wheeler,  James  J.,  ens.,  89 
Wheeler,  Joseph,  capt.,  256;  ens.,  23 
Wheeler,  Joseph,  Jr.,  capt.,  254 
Wheeler,  Moses,  rep.  Southbury,  3 
Wheeler,  Nathan,  col.,  98;  common  pleas 

judge,  8;  j.p.,  14;  It.  col.  cmdt.,  20 
Wheeler,  Nathaniel  J.,  rep.  Stratford,  4 
Wheeler,  Peres,  It.,  244 
Wheeler,  Phinehas,  capt.,  87 
Wheeler,  Samuel,  j.p.,  161 
Wheeler,  Samuel,  2nd  It.,  176 
Wheeler,  Shepard,  fees  as  tax  collector, 

210 
Whipping,  as  punishment,  31,  3 In 
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Whitaker,  Jonathan,  prop,  is  boundary,  202 
White,  Asa,  incompetent,  294-95;  prop,  to 

be  sold,  207 
White,  Chester,  1st  It.,  178;  2nd  It.,  94 
White,  David,  capt.,  171 
White,  Dyer,  j. p.  and  quorum,  10,  157 
White,  Frederick,  rep.  Columbia,  237 
White,  James,  maj.,  241 
Whiting,  Allen,  2nd  It.,  256 
Whiting,  George  J.,  ens.,  242 
Whiting,  Samuel,  j.p.  and  quorum,  11, 158; 

rep.  Redding,  81;  vote  in  H.R.,  147 
Whiting,  Spencer,  to  form  Conn.  Asylum, 

28 
Whitman,  Edward,  ens.,  88;  It.,  172 
Whitmore,  Braton,  2nd  It.,  178 
Whitney,  Eli,  j.p.,  13,  160 
Whiton,  Abner,  ens.,  92 
Whiton,  Elijah,  capt.,  90 
Whittlesey,  Ambrose,  Jr.,  rep.  Saybrook, 

238 
Whittlesey,  Chauncey,  brig,  gen.,   19; 

guardian,  203;  j.p.,   18,   163;  rep. 

Middletown,  82;  speech  in  H.R.,  144; 

trustee,  123;  vote  in  H.R.,  147 
Whittlesey,  David,  j.p.  Hartford  County, 

12,  159 
Whittlesey,  David,  j.p.  Litchfield  County, 

17,  163 
Whittlesey,  Eliphalet,  j.p.,  17,  163 
Whittlesey,  Henry,  capt.,  173 
Whittlesey,  Martin,  conservator  to  sell 

prop.,  209 
Whittlesey,  Matthew  B.,  j.p.,  15,  161 
Whittlesey,  Roger,  comt.  on  eccl.  law, 

179n;  comt.  on  tpk.,  281;  j.p.,  12,  159; 

rep.  Southington,  2,  80,  150,  236;  vote 

in  H.R.,  147 
Whittlesey,  Roger  N.,  j.p.,  17,  162 
Wilcox,  A.,  factory  of,  220 
Wilcox,  Aaron,  capt.,  24 
Wilcox,  Alfred,  capt.,  96 
Wilcox,  Daniel,  rep.  Simsbury,  2 
Wilcox,  Jedidiah,  j.p.,  159 
Wilcox,  M.,  factory  of,  220 
Wilcox,  Moses,  j.p.,  164 
Wilcox,  Nathaniel,  capt.,  168;  It,  24 
Wildman,  Arr  (?),  prop,  is  boundary,  208 
Wildman,  Philo,  prop,  is  boundary,  208 


Wildman,  Thomas,  Jr.,  prop,  is  boundary, 
208 

Willard,  Achilles,  It.,  170 

Willey  (Willy),  Asa,  apptd.  U.S.  presiden- 
tial elector,  84;  to  count  votes,  5,  153; 
j.p.,  18,  164;  rep.  Ellington,  5,  82,  152, 
238;  in  stand-up  law  debate,  315,  326; 
vote  in  H.R.,  148;  votes  for,  239n 

Willey,  Calvin,  nom.  asst.,  240 

Willey,  John,  j.p.,  16 

Williams,  Amos,  capt.,  177 

Williams,  Cyrus,  to  form  manufacturing 
co.,  195-96 

Williams,  Ebenezer,  cornet,  20 

Williams,  Ephraim  M.,  It.,  96 

Williams,  Erastus,  rep.  Groton,  150,  237 

Williams,  George,  j.p.,  14,  161 

Williams,  Isaac,  prop,  of,  71 

Williams,  Isaac  2d,  j.p.,  14,  161 

Williams,  Israel  (Isral),  It.  col.  cmdt.,  165; 
rep.  Hartland,  2,  80;  vote  in  H.R..  147 

Williams,  John,  j.p.,  12,  159 

Williams,  Joseph,  j.p.,  13,  160 

Williams,  Justin,  capt.,  255;  It.,  22 

Williams,  Nathan,  2nd  It.,  176 

Williams,  Nathan,  meeting  place,  200 

Williams,  Park,  j.p.,  14,  161 

Williams,  Roger  W.,  j.p.,  16,  162 

Williams,  Samuel,  Baptist  trustee,  113n, 
114;  j.p.,  18,  164 

Williams,  Thomas  S.,  to  audit  accts.,  42, 
84;  biog.,  82n;  clerk,  H.R.,  82;  elected 
U.S.  congressman,  84;  to  form  Conn. 
Asylum,  27;  j.p.,  12,  159;  nom.  U.S. 
Congressman,  7;  pet.  for  bible  soc, 
56n;  rep.  Hartford,  79;  trustee,  64;  vote 
in  H.R.,  147 

Williams,  Wait,  2nd  It.,  176 

Williams,  Walter,  2nd  It.,  251 

Williams,  Warren,  4th  It.,  95 

Williams,  William,  j.p.,  14;  lottery  man- 
ager, 59;  pet  on  bridge,  58;  rep.  Groton, 
3,  80;  vote  in  H.R.,  148 

Williams,  William,  Jr.,  brig,  gen.,  19 

Williams,  William  G.,  j.p.,  17,  163 

Williams,  William  T.,  j.p.,  16,  162;  nom. 
asst.,  83 

Williams  Manufacturing  Co.,  inc.,  1,  195- 
98,  195n 
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Willimantic  Manufacturing  Co.,  prop,  is 

boundary,  294 
Willimantic  River,  as  boundary,  294 
Willington,  town  of,  rep.,  5,  82,  152,  239 
Willy,  John,  j.p.,  16 
Wilson,  Benjamin,  and  J.  Canfield's  prop., 

38,216 
Wilson,  Eli,  Jr.,  ens.,  247 
Wilson,  Increase,  It.  col,  97 
Wilson,  Robert,  alien  to  hold  prop.,  212 
Wilton.  Erastus,  rep.  Wolcott,  236 
Wilton,  town  of,  rep.,  4,  81,  151,  237 
Winchel,  Norman,  ens.,  246 
Winchester,  2nd  eccl.  soc.  of,  tpk.  in,  44- 

45 
Winchester,  town  of,  rep.,  4,  82,  152,  238; 

tpk.  in,  44 
Windham,  county  of,  common  pleas  court 

in,  58,   131-32,  134;  common  pleas 

judge  apptd.,  8,  155;  j.p.  and  quorum 

apptd.,  11,  158;  j.p.  apptd.,  16-17,  162; 

prop,  in,  194 
Windham,  probate  district  of,  judge  apptd., 

9,  156;  proceedings  in,  207,  294 
Windham,  town  of,  center  distict  in,  129— 

30,  130n;  inhabitants  of,  52,  133-34, 

207;  newspaper  in,  130n;  newspaper  to 

print  notice,  52;  prop,  in,  207,  294-95; 

rep.,  4,  81,  151,  237;  rep.  in  stand-up 

law  debate,  319 
Windham  and  Mansfield  Tpk.  Co.,  toll  gate 

of,  214,214b 
Windsor,  town  of,  and  Hartford  Bridge 

Co.,  214-15,  215n;  inhabitants  of,  68; 

prop,  in,  66, 69, 77;  rep.,  2,  80, 150, 236 
Winterbottom,  John,  alien  to  hold  prop., 

136-37 
Winton,  Bradford,  It.,  92 
Winton,  James,  It.  col.,  101 
Winton,  Peter,  It.,  86 
Witter,  Jonah,  j.p..  14,  161 
Wolcott,  Abiather,  and  school  fund,  38 
Wolcott,  Alexander,  as  Republican  leader. 

xix(n) 
Wolcott,  Edward,  col.,  101 
Wolcott.  Frederick,  asst.,  79,   149,  235; 

comt.  to  thank  J.C.  Smith,  1 88;  to  count 

votes,  5,  153;  elected  asst.,  In,  6,  154; 

nom.  asst.,  xliv,  83,  240;  probate  judge, 

9,  156;  sworn,  188;  votes  for,  153n 


Wolcott,  Oliver,  on  agriculture,  228,  268n; 
on  artillery,  267n;  biog.,  xxi;  on  eccl. 
system,  xxxiii-xxxiv,  xl,  231;  on  eco- 
nomic conditions  in  Conn.,  xxi,  xxxi, 
xxxii-xxxiii,  xxxix,  xlv-xlvi,  1,  232- 
34;  elected  gov.,  xxx,  In,  154,  189, 
189n;  on  election  laws,  xxxiii,  xliii, 
xlvii,  xxxiii,  231-32;  gov.,  235,  239n; 
on  I.  Hull,  265n;  on  judiciary,  xxxiii, 
xli-xlii,  xlv,  229-31;  on  manufactures, 
1 86n,  228, 234;  nom.  gov.,  xxi,  xxix;  on 
Newgate  Prison,  27 In;  on  reform,  306; 
salary,  224,  298;  speech  by,  xlv,  xxxi- 
xxxiv,  189n,  226-34;  sworn,  187, 189n; 
on  taxation  system,  xlv,  227-29,  229n; 
votes  for,  In,  153n.  See  also  Governor. 

Wolcott,  Talcott,  to  form  Conn.  Asylum, 
28 

Wolcott,  town  of,  inhabitants  of,  72;  rep.,  3, 
80,  150,236 

Wolcott  and  Hamden  Tpk.  Co.,  pet.  for, 
137-38,  138n,  219,  280-81,  281n 

Wood,  David,  j.p.,  14,  161 

Wood,  Ezra,  cornet,  25 1 

Wood,  Ichabod,  prop,  is  boundary,  203 

Wood,  Joseph,  j.p.,  15,  162,  271;  probate 
judge,  9,  156 

Wood,  Thomas,  alien  to  hold  prop.,  212-13 

Wood, ,  factory  of,  221,  299 

Woodbridge,  Nathaniel  L.,  4th  It.,  22 

Woodbridge,  Nathaniel  S.,  capt.,  179 

Woodbridge,  town  of,  inhabitants  of,  71; 
rep.,  3,  80,  150,  236 

Woodbridge,  Ward,  to  form  Conn.  Asylum, 
27,  27n 

Woodbury,  1st  eccl.  soc.  of,  meeting  house 
in,  125-26,  125n 

Woodbury,  probate  district  of,  judge 
apptd.,  9,  156;  proceedings  in,  65,  293 

Woodbury,  Strict  Congregational  Soc.  of, 
inc.,  125-26,  125n 

Woodbury,  town  of,  inhabitants  of,  In,  67; 
prop,  in,  292-93;  rep.,  5,  82,  152,  238 

Wooding,  Edmund  A.,  ens.,  91 

Woodruff,  Daniel,  capt.,  255 

Woodruff,  Morris,  col.,  99;  j.p.,  17,  163 

Woodruff,  Ozem,  maj.,  19;  rep. 
Farmington,  79 

Woodruff,  Philemon,  capt..  176 
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Woodruff,  Samuel,  apptd.  Newgate  over-         Young,  Eliphalet,  rep.  Tolland,  82,  152, 

seer,  154;  j.p.  and  quorum,  10,  157  238;  vote  in  H.R.,  148 

Woodruff,  Samuel  H.,  j.p.,  159  Young,  William,  4th  It.,  177 

Woodstock,  town  of,  rep.,  4,  81,  151,  238; 

rep.  in  debate  on  stand-up  law,  308, 

310;  voters  in,  308 
Woodward,  Appleton,  ens.,  169 
Woodward,  Charles,  1  st  It.,  255 ;  2nd  It.,  2 1 
Woodward,  Elijah,  It.,  255;  ens.,  97 
Woodward,  Griswold,  ens.,  25 
Woodward,  Lemuel,  j.p.,   162;  rep. 

Plainfield,  151 
Woodward,  Stephen,  j.p.,  13,  160 
Woodward,  Thomas  G.,  It.,  85 
Woodworth,  Asa,  duties  received  by,  61; 

j.p.,  14 
Woodworth,  Rhodolphus,  j.p.,   19;  rep. 

Willington,  5 
Wooster,  Levi,  capt.,  91 
Wooster,  Russel,  ens.,  97 
Worcester,  Samuel,  and  American  Board, 

213n 
Work,  Levi,  j.p.,  16,  162 
Worthington,  Joel,  j.p.,  14 
Wright,  Amaziah,  and  J.  Canfield's  bond, 

216-17;  and  school  fund,  38 
Wright,  Elijah,  rep.  Coventry,  152,  238 
Wright,  Job,  j.p.,  18,  164 
Wright,  Jonathan,  2nd  ens.,  89 
Wright,  Joseph  2d,  capt.,  250 
Wright,  Nathaniel,  1st  It.,  178;  2nd  It.,  21 
Wright,  Samuel,  lt.,89 
Writs  (General),  act  on,  xliii,  185,  185n; 

fees  on,  102-5;  of  attachment,  101, 

lOln 
Wylie,  John,  j.p.,  162 

Yale,Eber,  1st  It.,  21 

Yale  College,  appropriation  for,  xxvii,  115, 

140,  143,  146-47;  financial  condition 

of,  1 13n;  graduates  of,  xxi,  In,  5n,  8n, 

27n,  36n,  82n,  84n,  153n,  188n,  239n; 

medical  institution  at,  113n;  prop,  of, 

208-9;  publication  for,  191;  and  train- 
ing of  ministers,  xvi 
Yeomans,  David,  prop,  is  boundary,  202 
Young,  David,  col.,  97;  j.p.,  16,  162; 

trustee,  52 
Young,  Ebenezer,  j.p.,  16,  162;  rep.  Kill- 

ingly,  81,  151;  vote  in  H.R.,  147 


